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DRAFT LOOMS
Stop It before it starts

U$ MEDIA
SOUNDS THE
ATTACK ON
THIRD WORLD
MADRASSAS

Amerikan terror
schools overlooked

One of the common complaints of the
New York Timesin its drumbest for war
is that the Arab and Afghan peoples
support religious schools called
“madrassas” too much.(1) MIM
conducted an investigation into the
problem of religious schoolsin the United
$tates.

“Boys, raised without fathers, were sent
to religious schools, or madrassas, taken
away from daily village life and away
from the influence of women,” (1) says
the New York Times. What a shock: the
New Y ork Times apparently has seen no
gender segregated schools in the USA.
Nor hasit thought of the interpenetration
of the military with countless schools in
the USA.

The Boston Globe—owned by the New
Y ork Times—isanother paper hammering
on the madrassas. “Since the Sept. 11
attacks, madrassas in Pakistan and
Afghanistan have achieved global
notoriety for producing thousands of young
men dedicated to holy war.”(2) The
Boston Globegoesonto cal for the Indian
government to interfere in India’'s
madrassas.

It's hard to know who started it, the
government or the New York Times,
because the two have inseparable
approachesto foreign affairs. “ Secretary
of Defense” and nutcase Donald
Rumsfeld put it this way in an October
16th 2003 memo: “Are we capturing,
killing or deterring and dissuading more
terrorists every day than the madrassas
and the radical clerics are recruiting,
training and deploying against us?’(3)

We won't bother mentioning other

Continued on page 7...

IsIrag the new \Aetnam’?

This question, which the Amerikan
media dismissed offhand before the
renewed invasion of Irag, now seemsto
be the question du jour on editoria pages
and weekend talk shows. Aswe discuss
below, most of the pundits asking the
guestion have hidden, pro-imperialist
agendas, which keeps them from getting
to the truth about Irag or Vietnam.

Firgt, though, wewill repeat what MIM
has been saying for more than a year:
“Is the war in Irag like the war in
Vietnam? Y es and no, but mostly yes.”

Of course, to understand the answer,
one hasto understand the question. Pro-
imperidist “experts’ of various flavors
have their own ideas about the lessons
of Vietham, which color their answers.

For example, the “stab-in-the-back”
militarigtsingst Amerikalost in Vietnam
because civilian politicians withdrew
support from the war. Thus they might
answer, “Yes, Irag isthe new Vietnam,”

to encourage Amerikansto not make the
“mistake” they made in Vietnam and
“stay thecourse” in Irag. Other militarists
may answer “no,” because they have
illusons about the role China or Russia
played in Vietnam, or because they feel
the Amerikans now have an
overwhelming technical advantage—
athough they also had an overwhelming
technical advantage in Vietnam, and the
house-to-house fighting now raging in
cities like Falujah is a matter of small
arms, sledgehammers, and sweat, not
Apache helicopters.

Democratic “critics’ of thewar answer
“yes, but...,” to opportunigticaly blamethe
Republicans for getting Amerika into
another “quagmire” without getting
labeled “soft on defense” in return. The
mercenary eggheads at Harvard's
Kennedy School of Government quoted
inthe April 16 Boston Phoenix adopt this

Continued on page 8...

THE WRITING
WASON THE
WALL EVEN
BEFORE
FALLUJAH

How we know the

draft iscoming
by mim3@mim.org

Thefinad piece of the jigsaw puzzle of
military recruitment in the United $tates
is in. Retention rates in the military will
be too low to sustain the imperiaists
vision of theworld, so the draft iscoming
unless there is a desperately radical
struggle that develops soon—something
we find unlikely but which we support
nonetheless. The Amerikan anti-war
struggle will develop, but later than it
should most idedlly.

A survey of over 1000 spouses at
military bases in January and February
2004 indicates that half believe the
military will have problems recruiting as
current enlistments expire. This figure
came at atime when 64% said the war
was going well in Irag and Bush was
receiving approval ratings in the 60s
percentage-wise from the military
spouses.(1) Half of the spouses expect
there to be “major” problems with
recruitment in the near future as people
refuse to re-enlist after their terms are
up and new recruits dwindle for the
mercenary army. 21% of all spouses
were dready saying they had wished their
spouses had made another career choice.
Only 39% were certain their spouses
would re-enlist when their termswere up.

According to U$A Toady, the Army fell
4% short of itsrecruiting goasinthefirst
half of fisca year 2004.(5) This number
islikely to drop further asthe soldierswho
just had their term in Irag extended come
up for re-enlistment.

It is not reflected in the press or the

Continued on page 4...
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L etters

Refuting thebour geoisie, point-by-point

Dear MIM:

| am al9year old university sudent in
Australia. | look to your site as a
theoretical and practical guide in many
respects, particularly with my studies as
my mgjors are politics and history.

What | am up against now is a project
on the Great Leap Forward, with a
lecturer who is obvioudy some kind of
bourgeois opportunist, heavily critica of
Mao. | can tell this because of the set
reading for my presentation, a chapter
called " Capable women can make ameal
without food” in the book “Wild Swans’
by Chang.

| have two theories on why MIM has
not written areview of this book.

1) Its credibility is so lacking that you
chose to just ignoreiit.

2) Nobody has written a review of it
yet because resources are stretched or
the book hasn't come to your attention.

| wish also to thank you for your
excedllent information regarding the great
leap forward in the sections* Myths about
Maoism”, as well as the reviews of
MacFarquhar and Becker aswell asthe
Black Book of Communism.

Socialist greetings!

Web Minister replies. | checked
around and we do not have areview of
“Wild Swans’ available. At MIM we do
congder it our job to rebut and criticize
al of previous reactionary thinking. We

consider it a means of setting up the al-
round dictatorship of the proletariat.

Thisaso givesme achanceto say that
we are quite abit behind in al our work.
| have not even posted al the material
we have available on our website in
addition to the fact that articles such as
about “Wild Swans” have not been
written yet.

Our general response is that the
capitalists have spent money and created
markets for many full-time writers
dinging mud or spinning haf-truths about
Mao. Journalists and fiction writers are
especidly apt to tell one story and think
they have given us a comparison of
capitalism and socialism or even the
Great Leap strategy versus other
strategies of socialist advance. Although
we could aso write a lengthy fiction or
journalist story on the life of Jeffrey
Dahmer, the Amerikan cannibal, we
would not claim it to provide an overdl
insight even into Amerikan decadence. It
is the bourgeoisie that must glorify
individual stories and lifestyles as a
substitute for class analysis and
comparisons of socia systems overall,
because the comparison of capitaismand
socidism a the overdl level is dways
going to be more favorable to sociaism.

Read hundreds more Maoist
Movie Reviews at the only
Maoist Movie Review website
on Earth

From Aquirre: The Wrath of God (“the humyn
gpecies has chalked up some achievements since
the time of the Conquistadors...”) to Yol (“really
about the womyn question under semi-feudalismin
Turkey”), from Alien3 (“basic contradictions of
imperialism underlying the plot also undermine its
triumphant ending”) to Z (“If we had the resources
to do our own films, we could do a better job, but
under capitalism, we have to take what we can”),
Maoist Movie Reviewsarein aleague of their own.

www.etext.org/Politics/MIM/movies
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MIM Notes

The Official Newsletter of The Maoist Internationalist Movement
ISSN 1540-8817

MIM Notesisthe bi-weekly newsl etter of the Maoist Internationalist Movement. MIM
Notesisthe official Party voice; more complete statements are published in our journal,
MIM Theory. Material in MIM Notes is the Party’s position unless noted. MIM Notes
accepts submissions and critiques from anyone. The editors reserve the right to edit
submissions unless permission is specifically denied by the author; submissions are
published anonymously unless authors insist on identification (prisoners are never
identified by name). MIM isan underground party that does not publish the names of its
comrades in order to avoid the state surveillance and repression that have historically
been directed at communist partiesand anti-imperialist movements. MCs, MIM comrades,
are members of the Party. The Revolutionary Anti-Imperialist League (RAIL) is an anti-
imperialist mass organization led by MIM (RCs are RAIL Comrades). MIM’s ten-point
program is avail able to anyone who sendsin a SASE.

The paper isfreeto all prisoners, aslong asthey writeto us every 90 daysto confirm
their subsciptions. There are no individual subscriptionsfor people outside prison.

People who want to receive newspapers should become sponsors and distributors.
Sponsors pay for papers, distributors get them onto the streets, and officers do both
distribution and financial support. Annual cost is: 12 copies (Priority Mail), $120; 25
(Priority Mail), $150; 50 (Priority Mail), $280; 100, $380; 200, $750; 900 (Express
Mail), $3,840; 900 (8-10 days), $2,200. To become a sponor or distributor, send
anonymous money orders payableto“MIM.” Send to MIM, attn: Camb. branch, PO Box
400559, Cambridge, MA 02140. Or write mim3@mim.org.

Most back issues of MIM Notes are available free on our web site. The web site con-
tains thousands of documents, with ordering information for many more.

MIM grantsexplicit permission to copy all or part of this newspaper for any reason, as
long as we are credited.

For general correspondence, contact:

MIM
P.O. Box 29670
Los Angeles, CA 90029-0670

eMail: <mim@mim.org>
WWW: <http/www.etext.org/Politics/MIM>

http: /A etext. org/Politics/MIM/ rail/impkills. html

What isMIM?

The Maoist Internationalist Movement (MIM) is the collection of existing or emerging
Maoist internationalist partiesin the English-speaking imperialist countriesand their English-
speaking internal semi-colonies, aswell asthe existing or emerging Maoist I nternationalist
parties in Belgium, France and Quebec and the existing or emerging Spanish-speaking
Maoist I nternationalist partiesof Aztlan, Puerto Rico and other territoriesof the U.$. Empire.
MIM Notesisthe newspaper of MIM. Notas Rojasisthe newspaper of the Spanish-speaking
parties or emerging parties of MIM. MIM upholds the revolutionary communist ideol ogy
of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism and is an internationalist organization that works from the
vantage point of the Third World proletariat. MIM struggles to end the oppression of all
groups over other groups: classes, genders, nations. MIM knowsthisisonly possibly by
building public opinion to seize power through armed struggle. Revolution is areality for
North America as the military becomes over-extended in the government’s attempts to
maintain world hegemony. MIM differs from other communist parties on three main
guestions: (1) MIM holdsthat after the proletariat seizes power in socialist revolution, the
potential exists for capitalist restoration under the |eadership of a new bourgeoisie within
the communist party itself. In the case of the USSR, the bourgeoisie seized power after the
death of Stalinin 1953; in China, it was after Mao’ s death and the overthrow of the “ Gang
of Four” in1976. (2) MIM upholdsthe Chinese Cultural Revolution asthefarthest advance
of communism in humyn history. (3) As Marx, Engels and Lenin formulated and MIM has
reiterated through materialist analysis, imperialism extracts super-profits from the Third
World and in part uses this wealth to buy off whole populations of oppressor nation so-
called workers. These so-called workers bought off by imperialism form a new petty-
bourgeoisie called the labor aristocracy. These classes are not the principal vehicles to
advance Maoism within those countries because their standards of living depend on
imperialism. At thistime, imperialist super-profitscreate thissituation in the Canada, Quebec,
the United $tates, England, France, Belgium, Germany, Japan, Italy, Switzerland,
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Israel, Sweden and Denmark. MIM accepts people as
memberswho agree on these basi ¢ principles and accept democratic centralism, the system
of majority rule, on other questions of party line.

“ The theory of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin is universally applicable. We should
regard it not as dogma, but as a guide to action. Studying it is not merely a matter of
lear ning termsand phrases, but of |ear ning Mar xism-Leninismasthe science of revolution.”

- Mao Zedong, Selected Works, Val. |1, p. 208.
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Phony Iragqi Communist Party supports occupation of Iraq
Thereal debateis here

by MC5
April 11 2004

Yo, reader. Yes, you there. Tdl uswhy
you are dlill paying attention to Democrats
and Republicans. We caling ourselves
communists have more differences than
the Democrats and Republicans.

It's not that the Democrats and
Republicans give you more accurate
inside information on the wars they are
carrying out, so don't tell usyou listen to
them for that. The Democrats and
Republicans both said Saddam Hussein
had and would use weapons of mass
destruction. He did not use them in 2003
and now you have to ask yourself why.

They told you the Amerikans were
bringing “freedom” to Irag, but the recent
violenceinIrag cameafter the Amerikans

shut down a newspaper there opposing
the Amerikan occupation.(1) These
Democrats and Republicans said the
Iragiswould appreciate what Amerikans
did in the occupation. So, tell us again,
why are you getting your information
from them?

MIM told you before the war about
weapons of mass destruction and we got
it right. When Bush said the war was
over, we did a 60-point headline saying
“TheWar IsNot Over.” Again, wegot it
right, and the president with dl hishillions
spent on intelligence got it wrong.

Now ook at uscommunists. We ve got
something to argue about. Kerry voted
for the Iraq and Afghanistan wars and
co-authored the Patriot Act in the Senate.
Bush carried out the wars and signed the

“Patriot Act.” Thosearethetop twoissues
since 2000.

Meanwhile, the “Communist Party
USA” supports the occupation of Irag.
Y ou heardright. While MIM issupporting
U$ withdrawal and believes the Iraqi
liberation fighters have justice on their
side, the “Communist Party USA” is
supporting a sister party in Iraq that
actually has a seat in the U$ occupation
government. Imaginethat: a“communist”
party serving asaU$ lackey in amilitary
occupation.

Now that’ sared difference. MIM says
the nationalist liberation fighters in Iraq
areright and the“ CP-USA” supportsthe
opposite side. So, my decadent Amerikan
readers, if you arelooking for sportsasin
Bush/Kerry contests, we'll give you

sports. By now you should be bored to
death with Bush/Kerry. Pay attention to
some people with somereal differences.
Sometimes their website has more
readers; sometimes ours—and you
thought al that splitting among so-cdled
communists was for nothing.

See here what we are saying about the
phony “Communist Party USA.” Listen
to them explain that the genocidein Iraq
wasworth it, becausetheir buddiesin the
Iragi Communist Party (ICP) are now
distributing a newspaper there under U$
auspices. “While the bad news of the
genocidal impact of the U.S. war and
occupation in Irag permesates throughout
the world, the chunks of gold and hope
are found in the ICP's heroism and

Continued on page 7...

Preparing for the all-round dictator ship of the proletariat
Combating subjectivismin all arenas

Thisisthefirstinaseriesof articles.
Further installments will address the
topics of love, sex, friends,
sectarianism and chauvinism.

|. Cigarettes

[I. Drugs

I11. Musicand art
IV.Love

I”’m going to talk about subjectivism and
itsrelationship to our communist goas by
giving a bunch of examples of
subjectivism—the belief that what one
fedsor likesis true or supreme. What's
most important is not the individua evils
of subjectivism, but understanding the
overall approach that we as Maoist
scientistsapply to everything. Weat MIM
are not saying we have some long list of
behaviors that we tack on to the end of
the “Ten Commandments.” It's not our
point to bring attention to hypocrisy in
individua behavior—and thisissomething
that we from Christian, Jewish and
Idamic cultures have to watch out for.
(Buddhism has a little better intellectua
materia to work with on this question.)
WeMaoist scientistsare interested inthe
underlying causes of behavior.

Anyone who thinks s’/he does not have
something that s/he likes that is tainted
by oppressionisjust wrong. AsMarx and
Lenin warned us, even after
overthrowing the social system of
capitdism, its corpse would continue to
rot among us. There is no way that
revolutionaries arising from capitalist
society can be instantly pure even after
revolution. It's not a leap into Heaven.
Communist purity is not going to happen
in the lifetime of the revolutionaries who
create the dictatorship of the proletariat
unless lifetimes get alot longer.

In dl likelihood, the revolution will be
successful only through the efforts of

“hypocrites” envisioning future
generations growing up with better socia
influences than they had. Understanding
thisis part of understanding materialism,
aswhen Lenin said revolution is dways
made with the imperfect socid material
at hand, not by divine perfection of
humyn consciousness first. When one
critic said Mao sought “revolutionary
immortality,” he was not all wrong.
Parents and teachers seek influence on
future generations, and Mao smply took
that to awhole larger level and asked to
be remembered only as a teacher.

A persyn could not like awhole list of
bad things that most other people have
asvices, but even then there would have
to be something. Everyone has a vice.
No one is a 100% pure. Hence, MIM
has acted to push aside the politics of
putting lifestylefirst. Whoever comesup
with the ideathat a party should set up a
lig of lifestylesto condone or not condone
issetting up ahuge Liberd fight to divide
the party. We haveto comeup with alist
of bad things, but our attack hasto be on
the causes, not the bearers of those bad
lifestyles. With these warnings, | turn to
severad examples of subjectivism.

|. Cigarettes

We've al seen the teenager lash into
parents saying: “what do you mean |
can't smoke? You smoke, you
hypocrite!” So the truth is some parents
smoke and forbid their children from
smoking. Yet, this is an example of a
pseudo-rebellion by the teenager, a
rebellion on behalf of the right to make
profits for the multinational tobacco
companies.

More than in any country in the world
a the moment, comrades in the United
$tates will have to conquer subjectivism
and still make revolution despite

hypocritica feelings and behaviors. The
smoking parent who cracks down on his
or her children isright. It means this: “I
know | have had my subjective fedlings,
my very emotions and psychology
conditioned by the cigarette companiesand
| know | am addicted. However, | know
that in a better world it would not be that
way.”

In contrast, when medical researchers
discover that smoking is poisonous,
principled Trotskyists such as the
Spartacist League go so far to oppose
“totalitarianism” that they will publicly
defend the right to smoke in public (and
thus contribute to the death of more
people, both the smokers and those in
contact with them). These Spartacist
League members contribute to arebellion
against science and for bourgeois
individualism and tobacco company
profits. They take the subjective state of
the smoker and “respect” it. That's part
of their idea of “freedom” and “opposing
totalitarianism.”

When the dl-round dictatorship of the
proletariat |ed by us Maoistsgetsto power,
the cigarette company executiveswho put
those toxic chemicals in cigarettes and
resisted medical science in the court
systemwill belined up and shot asasmall
repayment of their blood debt to millions
killed by smoking. Those cigarette
company executives who conquer
subjectivism will know they should be
shot to set agood example for the future.

[1. Drugs

Thesameistrue of drug addiction. How
many times have we seen established
bourgeois people look down on heroin
addicts? Oh how terrible to be in such a
state of control by the drug, we hear. Y et
most of these same people turn around
and say that life is a short experience to

enjoy asit is. They get ther jollies from
something el se short-term and damaging
to society in many cases.

The fact is that many heroin, cocaine
and crack addictswill say that they have
a profound experience of pleasure from
their drugs. MIM has no need to deny
such subjective statements. Post-
modernists and bourgeois individuaists
need to deal with that—and we can’t
imagine how they do in their own twisted
minds—but we at MIM say, “sure that
feels good to you, but where did that
desire for that kind of pleasure or pain-
killing come from?’ The answer is a
combination of profiteering drug deders
and a corrupt government defending the
profit-system leaving people alienated
from their own lives.

[1l.Musicand art
Music is another battleground against
subjectivism. For some people, music is
the highest motivation. For othersit's a
second or third place source of motivation.
At MIM and its circles we' ve had more
than one persyn have to get involved in
throwing out reactionary music tapes,
starting with Guns N’Roses. When we
oppose Guns N’ Roses and say most of it
should be banned, it's not that we don't
know we're going to be unpopular. We
know it, because right now the
bourgeoisie controls the superstructure
and encourages everyone to be
subjectivists and not unite on an objective
basis to chalenge bourgeois rule. Hell,
our reviewer on our web page “likes’
GunsN'’ Roses, so how could we not know
about the resistance we face right now?
The questionisdo wewish welivedina
society where popular songs were not
about sick people burying their girlfriends
in their backyard. Do we wish we could
Continued on page 9...
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jubilation of the Iragi people, but in fact,
the Iragi people have already landed a
huge politico-military blow against Uncle

$am in one short year. If imperialism
depended on English imperidism as the
lynchpin globally and not Uncle $am, such
a blow landed under Maoist leadership

could have been the turning point to bring
down the whole globa capitalist system.

It isthe combined imperiaist strength of

Uncle $am and others that makes this a
protracted struggle of generations.

Both Bush and Kerry will try to Sdestep
the draft issue leading up to dections in
November 2004. In 2005, the push for
the draft will be on.

MIM does not generdly like being in
thefortune-telling business, but our record
on Iraq is clear relative to both the
Democrats and Republicans leading the
US$A. We think we deserve greater
credibility than these bourgeois paliticians
always catering for votes and corporate
donations. We told the public the truth
about WMDs, the likelihood of Iraqi
resistance and why it isthat only sending
dead Amerikans back in body bags
changesthe political balance. The peace
movement did not succeed, because of
its petty-bourgeois basis. On dl of this
we are right and our printed record can
be checked against any political |eader
with access to inside information from
intelligence agencies spending 11 digitsa
year in dollars. Now we tell you this: the
draft is coming, so fight now to prevent it
and gain political experiencefor upcoming
battles.

Military illusons

1) The crumbling of military illusons
and the manipulation of the military for
political gain are the reasons the draft is
coming. The loose situation in Fallujah
and Afghanistan benefits a political
agenda that says more troops are
necessary in Irag and therefore a draft.
The rulers will make it appear that the
demand for a draft came from the
Stuation itself, not any particular military
officia or the president.

Keeping control on the ground for
contractors to do their business in Irag
cannot be done with Predator spy planes
aone. Even driving about expensive tanks
eats up fuel. Putting unemployed or
potentially unemployed people on the
ground of Irag seems a cheap solution
for therulers.

2) The military thinks that Irag has
much less population than Vietnam did
and Gl Joe is much better technicaly

equipped. In fact, the longer the troops
stay there, the more experienced Iragis
will getinfighting, while Amerikansrotate
in and out. Johnson had 500,000
Amerikans in Vietnam at the peak. The
military thinksit has already reached that
level inIrag, proportionately spesking, and
its illusons about the Vietnam War say
that Chinaand the Soviet Union werethe
ressonsfor fallurethere. Bush will believe
his own rhetoric about a“smal minority”
of “terrorists’ and “thugs’ fighting, (600
killed in Falujah aone in one week)
because certain Amerikansnever redlized
it was not “outside agitators’ doing the
fighting in Vietnam. This confidence in
victory in Iraq will lead to the draft.

3) There has been talk in Congress
about raising pay and improving mail
delivery to improve retention.(2) This
angle will fail miserably. That fact will
also point to the draft.

Neo-conservativeillusons

1) The neo-conservatives believe
correctly that aportion of rural white U.$.
society is dumb enough to believe that
September 11th 2001 is connected to
Iraq. For many intherural areasand even
some in the suburbs, it is difficult to
distinguish Third World or rich Arab
peoples in general. Iragis, Saudis,
Musdlims—it hardly matters, because a
solid 30% of thewhitesisof the Crusader
mentdity. Inthemilitary thet figureis37%
evangelicalsbased on the spouses’ poll—
aplurdity.

Making use of the attack on Amerikan
soil and the rural whites correctly referred
to as “hamburger meat” by one self-
described politicaly incorrect humorist,
the neo-conservatives erred in thinking
they can transfer that into making Irag a
Japan or Germany. They redly have no
ideahow FDR, Truman and Eisenhower
did it. After filling their heads with Ann
Coulter, it's awonder neo-conservatives
know anything. The truth about
“hamburger meat” only led the neo-
conservatives to make an error related
to thinking Iraq is not Vietnam.

2) Neo-conservatives told the public
that Iragiswould roll over and play dead.
They told this tale partly to get the war
started. This suited the Zionists and
apocalypse-centered Christians.

The rulers do not know why their
repressions in Iraq and Afghanistan fail
while they succeeded in Japan and
Germany. This is the centra hit-or-miss
proposition of bourgeois dictators
everywhere. The vast majority of
bourgeois authoritarians fail in their
missions for reasons they do not know.

They repress and repress and get no
where, unlike Lenin, Stalin and Mao. In
Iraq and Afghanistan, even though the
United $tates representsamore advanced
mode of production, Uncle$amisnot able
to bring progress and therefore stability
and peace on Amerikan terms.

3) Afghan warlord Dostum is kicking
up a storm as we write this. Mao had a
solution for warlords in China. The neo-
conservatives think they do in
Afghanistan, but they do not. The
imperidists have no idea how to bring
progress and hence stability to
Afghanistan. That meansthey will try to
employ more troops. That means the
draft.

4) The single greatest hope of the neo-
conservatives is this. they believe they
negotiated with Saddam Hussein and
Osama Bin Laden in the past, so why is
itimpossibleto strike up aded with Sunnis,
Shiites and Kurds in Irag now they
wonder. If there is such a deal, the
military resistance should roll over and
play dead (they think) and the draft won't
be necessary.

MIM has to admit that the resistance
in Iraqisnot proletarian-led. Nonetheless,
we do not believe this critical neo-
conservative assumption that the Iragis
can be bought out will prove correct. This
gppearsto beamiscdculation. Easing the
sanctions and spending U.$. tax dollars
will not create the bridge of stability to a
future where Iraq pays for its own
quietude. Already the New York Times
has reported on cooperation among
Kurds, Sunnis and Shiitesto kick out the
Amerikkkans. Economic redlity saysthat
they will be better off sharing their
resources among themselves rather than
among themsealvesand the Amerikkkans.

Democratic Party illusons

1) Led by Ted Kennedy and the
European-sympathizing imperidists, one
wing of imperialists wishes the 2003 war
on Irag was through the UN. Some
continue to believe there might be away
to coax the UN back in, which concretely
means getting Russian, Chinese and
French troops on the ground followed
quickly by Indian troops and others.

At this point, as Kerry said about Bush
making things “harder” for military
success, the UN is not likely to get
involved. Most of the rest of the world
does not want to cover for the United
$tates and has no interest in sanctioning
U.$.-led pre-emptive strikes. The global
imperiaistswould have to make ahell of
aded to savage Irag and we do not think
itislikely. Itismorelikely that the rest of

theworld’ sbourgeoiseredizesthat Uncle
$am cannot salvage the situation. Without
UN troops, the draft for Amerikans is
more likely.

2) Although many wishy-washy anti-
war people belong to the minority
Democratic Party, even the minority
Democratic Party isdivided on the draft.
That's why it will go through. The anti-
draft members of the Democratic Party
will look the other way as the leaders let
thedraft through. After al, the Democratic
Party never took a clear stand against
the war and even most Democrats who
opposed it want to stay and “finish the
job” now.

One place where one can see the
growing trend of cals for the draft isin
the website called
democraticunderground.com. Because
Democrats do not have the spine to
opposethe war, many are now clamoring
for adraft.

3) The pseudo-feminist wing of
liberalism hasrepresentativesin Irag and
Afghanistan trying to teach Iragis and
Afghans how to live the pseudo-feminist
lifestyle. They think they know how to
bring advance in the wake of U.$.
repression. They don’t. They’ve been
attacked by the Iragi people, and rightly
0, but inno way will the pseudo-feminists
be able to bring progress in Iraq or
Afghanistan or the desired stability and
hence a reduction of troops according to
imperialist wishes.

Labor aristocracy illusons

1) The labor aristocracy is used to
telling whitelieson adaily basistowinits
share of super-profits. When Bush told
the country clearly in public severa times
that he planned on a 15 year or more
occupation of Irag, the labor aristocracy
did not listen and did not believe him once
the casualties started. When Bush and
Rumsfeld kept talking about Japan and
Germany after World War II, the
hamburger mesat did not stop to think
troops are still there in Japan and
Germany, today—sixty yearslater. After
al, the labor aristocracy trusts Bush
enough and Paris Hilton was about to
appear on TV, so the labor aristocracy
did not have time to go into the palitics
and history.

Since the neo-conservatives told the
labor aristocracy that Iragis would greet
them cheering with roses and rice, the
labor aristocracy filed away any thoughts
contrary to the war. This same labor
aristocracy isnow to be found wondering
when its children will come back from

Continued on next page...
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U$ military budget would have
angered Amerikan ‘founding fathers

This article originally apeared in
MIM Notes 247, 15 Jan 2003. We
reprint it here for those who missed it
thefirst time; it complementsthisissue's
articles on the draft and Amerikan
madrassas.

There is aterrible dispute afoot in the
world about the U.S. military budget.
Some contend that the U.S. military
budget each year is only more than the
next 10 closest countries combined.
Others say 13, 15, 25 and some say the
whole world combined spends less than
the United $tateson the military. A writer
in Pakistan said, “ Americas commitment
to peace is best exemplified by the fact
that its annud military budget, a $360
billion and counting, now exceeds the
military budgets of the rest of the world
combined. You can’'t get much more
committed to peace than that.” (1)

Despite the obscenity of U.$. military
power, yahoos like neo-Confederates
Senator Trent Lott, Attorney Generd John
Ashcroft and President George W. Bush

cling in an irrational way to their
militarist ideas. Through organs like the
“consarvative” Weekly Standard they il
speak in praise of “peace through
strength.” (2)

Rednecks supported these yahoos for
decades and now the U.$. military is by
far the strongest. So why isit that we till
have war? And why are civil liberties
more trampled than ever in the United
$tates? It seems that “peace through
strength” could not be more false.

Hereiswhat the Amerikkkan founders
said in the “Federalist Papers,” a
collection of essays defending the U.S.
Condtitution that conservatives usualy
clamtouphold. “ The safety of the people
of America againgt dangers from ITAL
foreign END force depends not only on
their forbearing to give ITAL just END
causes of war to other nations, but also

ontheir placing and continuing themselves
in such asituation as not to invite hodtility
or insult; for it need not be observed that
there are pretended as well as just
causes of war.” (3)

The Amerikan reactionaries have
focused on the latter part of the above
statement, the fact that in modern times,
military weaknessinvitesattack. Y et, now
the United $tatesisthe undisputed military
power of the world and according to the
Bush adminigrationitsdf, weareinalong
“war on terror.”

Logic saysthat there are now countless
countries—more than 200—that are
easier marks than the United $tates to
attack. That leaves only one conclusion:
that the war Bush says the United $tates
is in is not an opportunist war of
“pretended” cause. Rather it is a war
wherethe United $tates gave “just causes
of war to other nations.”

Whether today’ s reactionaries know it
or not, that is where their logic leads.
Those are the assumptions behind their
views—that weaknessinvites opportunist
attacks. Conversely if the United $tates
is strong, we must conclude that the
attacks from much weaker powers that
have much weaker potential targets than
the United $tates have a basis in just
cause. That is part of realism.

Instead of concluding that their thinking
is wrong and their leaders incompetent,
the Amerikkkan redneck votes fear and
fear alone. The “founding fathers’
warned repeatedly on the danger involved
in a permanent military built on the basis
of fear.

“The violent destruction of life and
property incident to war, the continual
effort and alarm attendant on a state of
continua danger, will compel nations the
most attached to liberty to resort for
repose and security to ingtitutions which
have atendency to destroy their civil and

They believed
something was
wrong if a country
couldn’t summon
an army for two
years, get a job
done and then
disband it.

political rights. To be more safe, they at
length become willing to run the risk of
being less free. The ingtitutions chiefly
aludedto are STANDING ARMIES and
the correspondent appendages of military
establishments.” (4)

The “founding fathers” believed
something was wrong if a country could
not summon an army for two years, get
a job done and then disband it. Once a
nation formed and demonstrated its
strength, the “founding fathers’” believed
that other nations stood up and took
notice.

The U.$. military isthe most powerful
inthe world having spent 12 digitsayear
for decades at atime. Its existence goes
way beyond what the foundersenvisioned
for the United $tates. Y et, till thereisno
peace.

Long ago it was time to conclude that
our leaders do not have a working plan
for peace, even with the strongest military
in the world at their disposal, not to
mention the world’s largest economy.
Rather than surrendering more freedoms
and more money while suffering ever
higher tech atrocities it is time to throw
the dopes out and find leaders who know
how to make peace.

Notes:

1. http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.asp?page=stor y 13-12-
2002 _pg3 8; Thisisasotheimpression
of the mainstream Kanadian press. Bush
friend Paul Martin dated to be a future
Prime Minister of Canada says as much,
e.g., 29 Nov 2002, Ottawa Citizen, p. a9.
Otherssay U.$. military spendingisonly
more than the next 25 nations combined,
e.g., http://www.globalissues.org/
Geopolitic ArmsTrade/Spending.asp

2. http://lwww.weeklystandard.com/
Content/Public/Artic 1es/000/000/001/
842sgqsk.asp In case anyone dares to
question MIM’ sfactson U.$. imperiaism
again, we suggest reading the Weekly
Standard’s Max Boot. He admits it al,
dredging up a series of Amerikan
provocations and usurpations from 1945
to 1991. “The redity was a good ded
more sordid. What did containment
entail? It meant support for the Greek
colonds, the Argentine generds, the shah,
Pinochet, Marcos, Somoza, and other
unsavory characters who were in ‘our’
camp. It meant helping to overthrow
rulers, such asMaossadeghin Iran, Arbenz
in Guatemala, and Allende in Chile, who
were seen as drifting toward the other
side. It meant mgjor wars against North
Korea and North Vietnam. It meant
invasions of the Dominican Republic and
Grenada. It meant support for anti-
Communist guerrillasin placeslike Cuba
(the Bay of Pigs), Angola, Nicaragua, and
Afghanistan.” Boot only left out that
Allende and Arbenz won elections and
theU.$. imperidistsputinaking to replace
the parliamentarian Mossadegh. Boot is
referring to U.$. destruction of
parliamentary democracies in Greece,
Iran, Guatemala and Chile.

3. Federalist Paper #4 by John Jay.

4. Federalist Paper #8 by Alexander
Hamilton.

Continued from previous page...

Irag and the war will be over. It did not
listen to Bush and now it vacillates
somewhat. The decrease in labor
aristocracy enthusiasm among volunteers
for the military means that the draft is
more likely to follow.

2) The labor aristocracy thinks it can
class struggle against the government for
higher military sariesindefinitely—even
threatening not to fight or support fighting
inlrag. Theimperidistswill runmuchred
ink, but the draft will till come.

Take action!

For anyone aged 18 to 26 or with
children or grand-children that age or
about to become 18, we recommend that
you take action now against thewar. Itis
much harder to stop the draft after it has
already taken shape and once it takes

shape, the movement will be in better
shape if more people get political
experience now. Anyone can start out the
way the people in Talahassee did—by
copying somefliersand arranging ahonk-
athon for people to honk to oppose the
war.

Activists paying attention to Congress
have noted that the draft will have no
college deferments and wimmin will go
thistime. Already the federal money isin
motion to set up thedraft boards.(4) There
istak of mandatory “homeland” service
for young people, but MIM finds it more
likely that a small percentage of the 18-
26 age group, maybe even
disproportionately the 18-22 age group will
be called up for war duties in late 2005.

Activists can try to push Kerry and
Bush against the wall during their

presidential campaigns. Feel free to
heckle them if need beto ask the question
whether they support the draft or not.
Currently they believethey havetheright
to risk al our lives for their vison of il
and contractor profits. They are wrong
and you are right. The surviva rights of
draft-age people and Iragis come before
oil, contract profits or even the dubious
“democracy” that Bush is yammering
about.

Notes:

1. http://www.washingtonpost.com/
wp-srv/politics/polls/vault/stories/
poll_militaryfamiliespdf

2. www.house.gov/hasc/
openingstatementsandpressrel eases/
108thcongress/04-03-24stewart. pdf

3. See Bush mention Japan and
Germany and aso say thetroopswill stay

as long as necessary as to bring
“democracy” to Iraq http://
www.whitehouse.gov/news/rel eases/
2003/05/iraq/20030501-15.html. In
another speech, hesaid it again, “Wemust
fight this war until the work is done.”
Then he mentioned Germany and Japan
again. “The United Statesdid not run from
Germany and Japan following World War
I1. We helped those nations to become
strong and decent, democratic societies
that no longer waged war on America.
And that's our mission in Iraq today.”
http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/
rel eases/2003/10/20031009-7.html

4. Some related plans are published
here: www.sss.gov/perfplan_fy2004.html
Thanks to Sophie Lapaire.

5. USA Today, 16 Apr 2004.
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Amerikan terror schools overlooked

Continued from page 1...

newspapers like the USA Today, where
an internd investigation found that Jack
Kelley fabricated a story about student-
terrorists at a Pakistan madrassa.(4)
MIM has known for a long time that
reporters at major newspapers doing
stories about foreign affairs find it far
easier to confirm and embolden the
imaginations of the Pentagon and State
Department than to figure out what is
actualy happening in the world.

Organizations such as the National
Review condemning the madrassas are
complete hypocritesinfavoring Christian
schools in the United $tates. That's
obvious. The Crusader bible-thumpers
that constitute about 30% of the U$
population need no explanation. The New
Y ork Times hypocrisy isthat it advocates
war on the madrassas without advocating
war on thereligious schoolsand Pentagon
here. It's an example of how the Zionist
agenda (filtered through neo-conservative
intellectuals) dovetails with the bible-
thumper agenda.

After the steady drumbesat for war on
the madrassas, at least the New York
Times also reported the U.$. bombing of
amadrassa.(5) Wecan say theNew Y ork
Times got what it wanted.

There are many colleges in the U$A
where 10 or 20% of the cars in the
parking lot will have Defense Department
clearance. Air Force ROTC itself saysit
has detachments in nearly 1000
colleges.(6) We can't help thinking that
Bush sees the war in Afghanistan and
Iraq as partly like a semester abroad
program for rura white youth.

Since the turmoil of the 1960s, an
increasing number of colleges have
become outright extensions of the
Pentagon. Rather than aseriesof articles
on madrassas, the New York Times
should be directing its attention to how
the government finds war to be the
solution for dl problems.

The American revolutionaries who
wrote the Bill of Rights all knew about
the problem of having standing armies.
Themost militarist of those revolutionaries
managed to stave off an amendment
banning permanent standing armies.
Hamilton in the Federalist Papers
acknowledged popular opinion at thetime
this way: “The people of America may
be said to have derived an hereditary
impression of danger to liberty, from
standing armies in time of peace.”

Y et even while holding out for federa
power and the possibility of a standing
army, Hamilton never imagined the
Stuation today of having a huge military
with a budget bigger than the economy
of most countries year after year.
“Schemesto subvert thelibertiesof agrest
community REQUIRE TIME to mature
them for execution. Anarmy, so large as
serioudy to menace those liberties, could
only be formed by progressive
augmentations, which would suppose, not
merely atemporary combination between
the legislature and executive, but a
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The sign reads. “Bible Factory Outlet” As long as capitalists can make a profit, they don't care if people are made dumb.
Christian bookstores abound in the Bible Belt of the South and Midwest, but even in cities ranking in the top 100 in size such as
Chatanooga, TN, thereis not asingle real bookstore to be found, just endless rows of churches.

continued conspiracy for aseriesof time.
Is it probable that such a combination
would exigt at dl? Is it probable that it
would be persevered in, and transmitted
aongthrough al the successvevariaions
in a representative body, which biennial
electionswould naturaly producein both
houses?Isit presumable, that every man,
theinstant he took his seat in the national
Senate or House of Representatives,
would commence a traitor to his
constituents and to his country? Caniit be
supposed that there would not be found
one man, discerning enough to detect so
atrocious a conspiracy, or bold or honest
enough to apprise his congtituents of their
danger?’

It's astonishing, but in Hamilton's day
it was very difficult to obtain the funding
and men willing to serve in a standing
army. George Washington had ahard time
of it even in emergency. Today the
economy has advanced and indeed there
has long been an army “so large” as to
have the ability to “menace” “liberties.”
Hamilton imagined that before enough
time for the militarists to plan an attack
on liberties had passed, the military would
be dissolved anyway. Hamilton would
have no choice but to concludethat indeed
Congress today has long been full of
“traitors’ for their continuous excusesfor
funding the military.

What Hamilton understood very well
was that having too many troops in a
country over along time created pressure
on the economy and public opinion. Even
having too many military veterans in a
society could make that society the kind
of place no onewanted to livein. That's
all written in black and white even by the
most militarist white people of that day,
who would be considered wild-eyed
hi ppie-anarchist-peaceniks today. There

is no way that the “founding fathers’
could ever imagine that military schools
would penetrate into every nook and
cranny of society inthe “United States.”

Y et, that’ s not al. Where there are not
ROTC courses substituting for what
people should belearning in college, there
are religious courses filling in, just asin
madrassas. The difference of course is
that in many Idamic countries, the people
are poor and have no choice in
educational matters other than
madrassas. Here, religion hastaken such
ahold that students actually chooseto go
to religious colleges. One might well ask
which country is more fanatical, the one
where there is no choice but madrassas
or theonewhere alarge portion of awell-
funded education is madrassas.

Among the goals of the madrassas in
the United $tates is to make people
ignorant of biology. 29% of Amerikans
say they are conservative Protestants,
ak.a. bible-thumper fodder. The colleges
they support come up with replacements
for teaching evolution in school. One
replacement is“intelligent design,” (7) and
of coursethey aren’t talking space aiens
but god.

The most conservative of the Christian
colleges stress that they have the highest
probability of keeping students born-again
upon graduation. The defection rate from
born-again Christianity is apparently
highest at public schools but dso fairly
high at some Catholic and Protestant
schools.(8) We can say that these
evangdlica colleges have students self-
selected to be stupid and narrow. There's
no other explanation for why higher
education so tends to eradicate religion.

In March, the federal government told
the state of Montana that the “no child
left behind law” doesnot require teaching

Darwinian evolution. It |eft open the door
for “intelligent evolution;” even though
Montanaasked if it wasrequired to teach
intelligent evolution. 1t's amazing this
idiocy goes on and the anti-communists
have the nerve to say Mao politicized
science. They attack Stalin for supporting
Lysenko, who at least was a scientist
good with plants. These Christiansin the
United $tatesare supporting “god” instead
of biology at atime when the knowledge
of evolution and genetics is much better
than in Stin’s day.

As in China under Mao, the
government in the U$A is making
decisions on what to fund. In the USA’s
case, the wrong decision has been made
to fund teaching of “intelligent design.”
Onthe other hand, thereisno way around
the fact that such decisions end up being
made politically. A mgority of the U$
public wants to teach children fairy-tales
about the origins of species.(9)

In March, the Ohio Board of Education
voted to allow Christian creationist
teachings to criticize Darwin’s theory of
evolution in biology classes. Thereis an
excdlent explanation of the paliticsbehind
that in the Cleveland Plain Dedler.(10)
Theocrétic conservativesin lran’sIdamic
Republic, er, a the National Review have
also caled for teaching “faith-based”
“science” against Darwin.(11)

One in ten Amerikans attend private
schools. 85% of those students are in
religious schools.(12) There are 7.6
million Cathalic school attendees.(13) The
college situation is aso bad in the United
$tates. In the years 1990 to 1996, college
enrollments grew fastest in religious
colleges: “Undergraduate enrollments at
religious colleges grew by 11 percent from
1990 to 1996 and continue to climb,
according to the U.S. Department of
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Phony Iragi Communist Party supports occupation of Irag

Continued from page 3...

courage in getting out their newspaper. It
iscertainly good newsfor al progressive
forces and freedom of the press lovers
the world over.”(2) Oh yes, they're
saying thank Bush, because now the ICP
can distribute its paper openly in Irag.
There is no way Bush could find better
lackeysto provethat thereisfree speech
inIrag.

Rumsfeld had his favorite Iragi exile
lackey to bring back to Irag intheinvasion.
The “CP-USA” had its favorite lackeys
to help out Bush. The CP=U$A says,
“Iragi communistsexiledin London area
vital conduit for accurate information from
inside the country. The party has
established a formidable reputation for
being exceptionaly well-informed about
developments inside Irag, among the
military and security apparatus and among
opposition groups.”(3)

Don’'t be fooled by the CP=U$A
rhetoric about opposing the U$ war. It's
that rhetoric that makes you think the
CP=U$A isno different than MIM. The
ICP sister party of the CP=U$A hasone
of only 25 sedts in the top Iragi body of
the occupation regime.
Bush=Bremer=ICP=CPU$A.

There is no factud dispute about this.
Again we quote the CP=U$A: “TheICP
IS opposed to the present armed actions.
It estimatesthat political struggle can end
the occupation and armed struggle cannot.
Those conducting the armed attacks, the
ICP says, consist of Baathists trying to
restore the dictatorship, international

groupsthelCP characterizesas ‘terrorist’
seeking a new reactionary dictatorship,
and criminal elements released from
prison by Saddam.” (4) Y es, you read that
right. The CP=U$A and ICP are echoing
the Bush adminigtration to a “t”. They
oppose the liberation fight of the Iragis
together as a united front.

Inthesamearticle, the CP=US$A openly
tells you that the U.S. Government put
theCPin the Governing Council of Irag:
“the U.S. recognized the council had to
have considerable popular support and at
the last moment gave in to demands to
includethe|CP.” (4) 25 seatsup for grabs
from Uncle $am and Uncle $am reserved
onefor “communist” lackeysin Irag. That
was no elections, no revolution, not even
acoup—just Uncle $am putting someone
in the government.

It's not a surprise to MIM at dl. The
CP=U$A and its sister parties
internationally have been serving
imperidism ever since Stdindied. Thisis
the party that supported Khruschev and
Brezhnev and did not changeitstuneeven
after the collapse of the Soviet Union.
They are till denying Mao’ sthesisthat a
bourgeoisie in the party came to power
and restored capitalism! Yet, thereis no
explanation of who did restore capitalism
from the CP=U$A. That organization
simply does not care. The leaders are
cynical scum and their followers are as
directionless as jellyfish. They end up
cheerleading for the Amerikafirst faction
of Perot, Buchanan, Nader and Kucinich,
because they are not truly for the

internationa proletariat, just the Amerikan
labor aristocracy’ sinterests, including the
interests of the imperiadistsin Irag.

Also supporting the CP=U$A is the
internationally influential phony
communist party called the Workers
Party in Belgium (PTB). The CP=U$A
isthe first party that PTB linksto on its
web page for the USA.(5) The PTB isa
party claiming to uphold Stdin but not
Mao. It provides alot of camouflage for
the CP=U$A types. Belgians! Demand
that the PTB break with the ICP and
CP=U$A! ShameonthePTB for linking
to the CIA ouitfit called the CP=U$A!

That's not al, not at al, because there
are a lot more political debates among
those calling themselves communists.
Except for MIM, the other parties calling
themselves communist actualy believe
those Amerikan civiliansin Irag are 90%
exploited people, not exploiters profiting
from the misery of Iraqis set up by
Amerikan sanctions and bombing. One
organization even cdling itsdlf “Maoist”
lately criticizes us saying that our
approach to Amerikan civilians even
justifies “terrorism.”

So you see, dear reader, the so-called
communists do not agreewith MIM even
about what class Amerikan people are.
The other so-called communists are
bleeding with sympathy for the Amerikan
contractors in Irag, many of which turn
out to be “ex-" CIA and specid forces,
whichisnot surprising given what alarge
portion of the U$ population has such
links.

Y es, those other so-called communist
organizations actualy think that tourism
inlragisgood for internationa socidism.
Meanwhile, we at MIM do not think it's
going to come about by sending the
exploitedto Irag ascivilianstojoin up with
the exploited there. That's a pipe dream
of al the other organizations that do not
realize that those civilians there are
profiteering on Iragi misery.

We cdll on every honest communist to
condemn and boycott the* CP-USA” until
the Iragi Communist Party withdraws
from the occupation government and
assists the liberation forces. Every
communist must ask every party where
it stands on the contractorsin Irag. MIM
says they are the enemy of the Iraqi
people and the international proletariat.
It's plain as day, but oddly enough, you
won't find any other “Marxists’ inside
U$ borders saying it.

Notes:

1. If you did not hear about this, count
yoursdlf in a cave. Here's one source:
USA Today 01Apr2004, p. 13a.

2. We are quoting from the “CP-
USA”’s own newspaper, People’s
Weekly World, April 26, 2003 http://
www.pww.org/article/articleview/3336/1/
159/

3. http://www.pww.org/article/view/
2848/1/135/

4. People sWeekly World February 21,
2004. http://www.pww.org/article/
articleview/4819/1/203/

5. http://Amww.wpb.be/links.htm

Terror schools...

Education. At public schools,
undergraduate enrollments increased by
4 percent during those years. Enrollment
a nonreligious private ingtitutions rose by
5 percent.” (14) The most reactionary
group of born-again madrassas
constituting the 104 colleges of the
Council for Christian Colleges and
Universities have enrolled 1% of U.$.
college students and grew 47% in
enrollment in the 1990s.(15)

Notes:

1. http://mwww.williams.edu/AnthSoc/
wamp-nyt.htm

2. http://mww.boston.com/news/globe/
ideas/articles/2004/04/04/
rumors _of jihad/

3.  http://www.disinfopedia.org/
wiki piimAite=Rumgidd Meno 16 Oddor 2008

4. http://lwww.usatoday.com/news/
nation/2001/09/27/schools.htm

5. http://www.cursor.org/stories/
oldnews.htm

6. http://www.afrotc.com/colleges A
ligt of Army ROTC schoolsishere: http:/

www.armyrotc.com/school g/index.htm

7. http://slate.msn.com/
A0d=1006213#ContinueArticle

8.  www.sbuniv.edu/~khopkins/
Why Statistics.pdf

9. http://www.missoulian.com/articles/
2004/03/11/news/top/news01.txt

10. http://www.cleveland.com/news/
plaindeal er/index.ssf?/base/news/
107926172824530.xml

11. http://www.nationalreview.com/
comment/west200404010900.asp

12. http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2001/
2001330.pdf

13. www.ncea.org/newinfo/fag/

14. www.freep.com/news/education/

15. From:www.washingtonti mes.com/
national/20030908-121538-4058r.htm

Militarism is war-mongering or the
advocacy of war or actual carrying out
of war or its preparations.

While true pacifists condemn all
violence as equally repugnant, we
Maoists do not consider self-defense
or the violence of oppressed nations
againg imperiadism to be militarism.
Militarism is mostly caused by
imperidism at this time. Imperiaism
is the highest stage of capitalism—
seen in countries like the United
$tates, England and France.

Under capitalism, capitdists often
profit from war or its preparations.
Y, it is the proletariat that does the
dying in the wars. The proletariat
wantsasystem in which peopledo not
have self-interest on the side of war-
profiteering or war for imperiaism.

Militarism is one of the most
important reasons to overthrow
capitalism. It even infects oppressed
nations and causes them to fight each
other.

What 1s militarism?

Itisimportant not to let capitalistsrisk
our lives in their ideas about war and
peace or the environment. They have
aready had two world wars admitted
by themselvesin thelast 100 yearsand
they are conducting a third right now
againg the Third World.

Even aone percent annua chance of
nuclear war destruction caused by
capitalist aggressiveness or “greed” as
the people call it should not betolerated
by the proletariat. After playing
Russian Roulette (in which the bullet
chamber is different each time and not
related at all to the onethat cameupin
previous spins) with 100 chambers and
one bullet, the chance of surviva is
only 60.5% after 50 turns. In other
words, a seemingly small one percent
annual chance of world war means
eventual doom. After 100 yearsor turns
of Russian Roulette, the chances of
survival are only 36.6%. After 200
years, survival has only a 13.4%
chance.
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Sham ‘transfer of power’ in Iraq: dejavu aII over agaln

By MC12

In 1969, U$ President Nixon proposed
“Vietnamization,” which the New York
Times described as* the processwhereby
United States forces are to turn over an
increasing share of their part of the war
effort to the South Vietnamese.” (1) The
point was to leave behind a puppet
government with a surrogate army of
locals to do the fighting and dying —
always the dream of colonidists, who
want the profits and power they get from
occupying foreign countries without
having to shed their own cowardly blood
for it.

That isthe god in Irag, too, of course.
But one problem for Amerikaisthereis
no government to even nominaly take
over when the “transfer of sovereignty”
takes place. In both cases, it isimportant
to note, the Amerikan plan was not to
leave or give up control, just shift the
burden of the war to local surrogates. A
study by the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee in 1970 reported that “a
substantia American involvement would
till be required in South Vietnam” if the
policy was to succeed.(2)

The paterndistic, colonial mentality that
prevails in the rhetoric about Irag was
aso gpparent in Vietnam. Nixon described

“Vietnamization” asasort of therapy for
the over-generous or overzealous
Amerikan persondity. He said on Nov.
3, 1969: “We Americans are a do-it-
yourself people — we're an impatient
people. Instead of teaching someone else
to do a job, we like to do it oursalves.
And this trait has been carried over into
our foreign policy.” Instead of following
thisdtruisticimpulse, however, Nixon said
Amerikashould transfer the responsibility
to the Vietnamese, so the poor, dependent
colonial subjects could learn to help
themselves. He said, “The defense of
freedom is everybody’ s business — not
just America’s business. And it is
particularly the responsibility of the people
whose freedom isthreatened. . . . Under
the new orders, the primary mission of
our troops is to enable the South
Vietnamese to assume the full
responsibility for the security of South
Vietnam.”(NY T 11/4/69, p. 16.)

When you consider Amerikan optimism
about Irag, it's good to go back and look
at what the propagandists said about
Vietnam. The New York Times
editoridized in, 1969: “Most military men
agree that that South Vietnamese can be
prepared to take over al but helicopter
operations — with, perhaps, some

Y CAMACDIA
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President Richard Nixon had it all figured out. Wrong.

American logistica and continuing air
support — in less than eighteen
months.” (NYT July 28, 1969, p. 30.) In
Vietnam, of course, the strategy was a
dismal failure, as the Vietnamese went
on to defeat Amerikain arout by 1975.
The dtuation in Iraq is different than
Vietnam. But some things seem not to
have changed, especially Amerikan

arrogance and over-confidence, the
colonid/imperidist mentdity, and thedrive
to conquer Third World countries to try
to keep the empire dive.

Notes:

1. New York Times, 16 Nov 1969, p. 2.

2. New York Times, 2 Feb 1970, p. 1.

|s Irag the new ietham?

Continued from page 1...

line. Unilateral U$ intervention was a
mistake and created all the violence
we're now seeing in lrag, they say, but
getting out will only make things worse.

This stubborn ignorance shows that
even Amerika's self-styled “best and
brightest” have no clue what it will take
to eliminate the threat of weapons of
mass destruction and end war. They
cannot connect the obvious dots:
Amerikan meddling in Afghanistan 25
years ago led to the World Trade Center
Bombings; Amerikan support for Saddam
Hussein during the Irag-lran war
backfired when he got too big for his
britches (as happened with numerous
other puppetslike Noriega); etc. They are
surprised and outraged that “they” (the
oppressed masses) hate“ us’ (parasitical
Amerikans), while overlooking Amerikan
support for repressive regimes in the
name of Amerikan profit. They don't
understand that their ham-handed,
repressive response to “terrorism” will
only create more “terrorists.” That's al
it's ever done in the padt.

Furthermore, by their own reasoning,
the fact that they didn't “move heaven
and earth” (as President Bush would say)
to stop the invasion indicts them. If
Amerikans and the rest of the world are
now less safe than before the invasion,
asthese Democratic “ critics’ argue, why
were they content to wait in the wings
and trade power with the Republicansand
the more militarist Democrats? Peace-
loving Amerikans need to break with

these learned fools and their pragmatist
electoral dogma.

Then there those who fake left to run
right. These folks appear to agree with
MIM that USinterventionin Vietnam was
unjust and doomed to failure. But then
these dimy pundits say, “No, Iraq is not
a dl like Vietnam,” and parrot the Bush
line as justification. Vietnamese
resistance to Amerikan intervention was
broad and just (or at least understandable)
on nationalist grounds, but the resistance
fightersin Irag areisolated, they say, and
just a bunch of “riffraff.” Diem was a
puppet and aboob, but Ahmed Chalabi is
a true lragi nationalist and clever
leader.(1) These smartasses play an
important role building support for U$
imperialism: undermine and confuse
opposition to the war while providing the

Amerikan warmongers an
“humanitarian” facade. It's a role they
play with gusto.

Sowhat are someof thesimilaritiesthat
MIM sees between Iraq and Vietnam?

1. They are both imperiaist wars of
aggression, launched under the cover of
“liberating” an oppressed people or
“keeping the peace.” The stated reasons
for the recent Irag ground invasion keep
changing, as each is debunked in turn.
First it was weapons of mass destruction;
then it was the well being of the Iragi
people; now it's combating “terrorism.”
But as soon as Bush, Cheney, Pearle and
Wolfowitz started shooting their mouths
off after 911, MIM warned that the
imperidists own systemwasdriving them

Peace -loving Amerlkans need to break
with these learned fools and their
pragmatist electoral dogma.

to war in Irag, and they were looking for
a handy justification. The Amerikans
push to retain and expand control of
middle-eastern oil was one of the deeper
reasons for the war. In particular, the
United $tates wanted a puppet regime
that would act asapermanent U$ military
base in the region, to replace politicaly
senditive bases in Saudi Arabia

For that matter, Iraq isn't the “new”
Vietnam; it'sthe latest. Since the end of
the Vietnam War the United $tates has
waged war covertly or overtly against
Nicaragua, El Salvador, Lebanon, Libya,
Panama, and Afghanistan, to nameafew.
These wars are dl battlesin the ongoing
World War 11l between the imperialists
and the oppressed nations.

2. As acorallary to 1, the peoples of
Iraq have aninterest in uniting to kick out
the Amerikans on the grounds of national

self-determination, just asthe Viethamese
did. The Amerikans clamsthat they are
bringing democracy and freedom to Irag
are a bad joke, coming on the hedls of
reports that Amerikan soldiers are
shutting down newspapers, firing on
demonstrators, and bombing mosques.
Furthermore, as we note in this issue's
articleon theimpending draft, “ Economic
redlity saysthat [Irag’ sKurds, Sunnisand
Shiites] will be better off sharing their
resources among themselves rather than
among themselves and the
Amerikkkans.”

3. AsinVietnam, thereactionarieshave
seriousillusions about their own strength
(which they overestimate), popular
support for their puppet regime (close to
nil), and the nature of the resistance
(whichisnot limited to afew “thugs,” as

Continued on next page...
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Preparing for the all-round dictator ship of the proletariat
Combating subjectivismin all arenas

Continued from page 3...
get arush likewe get from Guns N’ Roses

but some other way? Again, for those
conquering subjectivism and preparing the
al-round dictatorship of the proletariat,
the answer is “yes.” We don't think it's
necessary that music have that sick
component, so we're for revolutionizing
it.

Leon Trotsky said some good and bad
things about art, but the bad things were
mostly aconcessionto Liberaism and that
ishow Trotsky isknown rlaiveto Stalin
and Mao. Trotsky did say this: “During
the period of revolution, only thet literature
which promotes the consolidation of the
workers in their struggle against the
exploiters is necessary and progressive.
Revolutionary literature cannot but be
imbued with aspirit of socid hatred, which
is a creative historic factor in an epoch
of proletarian dictatorship.” (1) MIM is
OK with that line from Trotsky, but we
will note that he saysrevolutionary art is
necessary and progressive, but he does
not say the dictatorship of the proletariat
isgoing to attack and ban reactionary art.

Then weaving in the concept of the
party asthedictatorship of the proletariat
the way Rosa Luxemburg did against
Lenin, Trotsky said: “Art must make its
own way and by its own means. The
Marxian methods are not the same asthe
artistic. The party leadsthe proletariat but

not the historic processes of history. There
are domains in which the party leads,
directly and imperatively. There are
domains in which it only cooperates.
Thereare, findly, domainsinwhichit only
orientsitsalf. The domain of art isnot one
in which the party is called upon to
command.” (1)

Later, Trotsky would develop this line
further to its logical conclusion and
oppose the dictatorship of the proletariat
as “totalitarian.” “No less ruinous is the
effect of the ‘totalitarian’ regime upon
artistic literature. The struggle of
tendencies and school s has been replaced
by interpretation of thewill of the leaders.
There has been created for al groups a
genera compulsory organization, a kind
of concentration camp of artistic
literature.” (2) The Cold War machine
picked up and echoed every Trotsky
criticism supporting subjectivism.

In his same major work Trotsky said
about Stalin: “In the process of struggle
againgt the party Opposition, the literary
schools were strangled one after the
other. It was not only a question of
literature, either. The process of
extermination took placeinal ideologica
spheres, and it took place more decisively
sinceit was more than half unconscious.
The present ruling stratum considersitself
cdled not only to control spiritua creation

politicaly, but also to prescribe its roads
of development. The method of
command- without-gppedl extendsin like
measure to the concentration camps, to
scientific agriculture and to music. The
central organ of the party prints
anonymous directive editorias, having the
character of military orders, in
architecture, literature, dramatic art, the
ballet, to say nothing of philosophy, natura
science and history.” (2)

Trotskyists of our day continue the
theme that art and politics are separate,
that barbarians fail to recognize why
artistic subjectivity cannot be subject to
the dictatorship of the proletariat. Bob
Avakian said for example, “art plays a
crucia rolein precisely this—the forging
of new outlooks. Thisistrue whether the
subject matter of art isexplicitly political
or not.

“It is not difficult to understand why
there has been a historic tendency among
Marxiststo confound art with politics per
s, and particularly with political agitation
and propaganda.” (3) So here Avakian
defends art that is not explicitly political
and creates the space for art for its own
sake, and seeing art as gpart from politics
asAvakian' sideological ancestor Trotsky
did. Artisnot agitation, but the substance
of artigtic kill itsdlf is subject to an al-
round dictatorship of the proletariat.

Otherwise the bourgeoisie will rule.

What all Liberalism including
Trotskyism hasin common isthe common
attack that we Marxist scientists missed
the point. For them, it’ swhat people*like’
or “don’t like” and supposedly us square
and retro communist scientists don’t get
it— evenwhenthe MIM reviewer admits
to liking Guns N'Roses. Resistance to
MIM’s music line is reminiscent of the
same pseudo-rebellion by teenage
wannabe smokers.

When we tell the Liberasthere hasto
be a party or body of scientists deciding
what is good or bad for society in terms
of art and music, they say, “who are you
todecide? Weshould throw back intheir
face, “who are you to decide that mega-
corporations should decide?” The whole
question of “totditarianism” is based on
an illuson that someone is not deciding
currently.

Our critics' approach denies that in
science, someone dways does decide. For
that matter, Einstein’ stheory of relativity
isnot up for avote based on what people
“like.” In economics, these same
subjectivist people are apt to believe that
they areredly making individua decisons
under capitaism when in redlity it's the
boardrooms of corporations, the Pentagon
and the White House making the major
decisonsand letting individuds pick within
their boundaries.

|s Irag the new Mietham?

Continued from previous page...

they claim). These reactionaries have
started to believe their own press
releases—in part because of everyday
bourgeois corruption and careerism (the
bosses like it if you tell them what they
want to hear). Those who avoid this
mistake still do not grasp the deeper issues
and merely quibble over tactics—witness
those Democratic “critics’ who are now
among themogt militant in caling for more
imperiaist troopsin Irag.

4. The Amerikan media serves as a
mouthpiece for the Amerikan
government. Contrary to the myth
created by the “stab-in-the-back”
militarists, the Amerikan media was not
critical of Amerikan involvement in
Vietnam in the early sixties and largely
served to re-issue Kennedy administration
pressreleases. Even after some reporters
in Vietnam could no longer scomach the
obvious  disconnect between
Washington' s statementsand redity inthe
field, they did not question the underlying
rationale for the war (e.g. “South
Vietnam” was a viable “nation”).

The dituation is even worse today, as
fewer Amerikan mediacompaniesinvest
in international correspondents. Most of
thosein Irag now fly in for afew weeks
on Pentagon-sponsored junkets and live
in the “green zone’ or are “embedded”

with Amerikan troops. Few muster the
courage to ask even the obvious
questions.(2)

We agree with Howard Zinn's
observation: “1 think the press has been
shamefully negligent in not asking
fundamental questions.... They will ask,
‘Did Irag have weapons of mass
destruction? They will not ask, ‘Wdll,
what if Irag did have weapons of mass
destruction, would we bejudtified in going
in and invading another country, because
they, among many, many other countries
in the world have weapons of mass
destruction? Or you'll find the press
saying, ‘ It waswrong because we had to
doitaone’ Youmeanif wehad dliesin
a war that was fundamentally immoral
and illegd that would legitimatize it? So
I’'m finding asmilarity [between Irag and
Vietnam] inthe basic lack of analysisand
lack of fundamenta questioning that is
going on in the media.” (3)

The biggest difference between
Vietnam and Irag is in the subjective
forces. The Vietnamese revolutionaries
were greatly influenced by Maoism,
especially as it applied to the class
strugglewithin Vietnam (peasants againgt
landlords, comprador capitalists and
corrupt puppet politicians) and military
theory (protracted people’s war). The
Vietnamese also had decades of hard-
won experience fighting guerrilla wars

against imperiaist invaders, from the
Japaneseto the French to the Amerikans.
Thelragi fightersarequickly gaining such
military experience; this difference will
disappear withtime. If the Iragi resstance
fighters go on to take up proletarian
internationalism and thus strengthen the
unity of the oppressed peoples of Irag—
then the imperidists will really be forced
to takeincreasingly desperate measures.
Peace-loving Amerikans must take
action now—yby organizing to stop the
draft beforeit sarts, by organizing to stop
Patriot-Act style measures, by organizing
in support of oppressed peoples fighting
for their salf-determination—to try and
avoid adisastrous escalation of imperiaist
war later.

Notes:

1. Seeeg. Hitchens commentsin the
Boston Phoenix’ s cover story of April 16.

2. We mention one small exception.
During arecent press briefing in Irag, an
Amerikan genera praised the occupation
regime for fostering a free press and
chided Amerikan journalists for not
vidgting Fallujah to get the “redl story.” A
journalist responded by asking the generdl
why Amerikans had not let him into
Falujah, dthough he had been asking for
days. Nobody asked the general to
comment on the occupation regime
shutting down Iragi newspapers, however.

3. Boston Phoenix 16 April 2004.
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Join the fight against
theinjustice system

While we fight to end the crimina
injustice system MIM engages in
reformist battles to improve the lives
of prisoners. Below are some of the
campaigns we are currently waging,
and ways people behind the bars and
on the outside can get involved. More
info can be found on our prison web
site: http://www.etext.org/Politics/
MIM/agitation/prisons

Stop Censorship in Prison: Prisons
frequently censor books, newspapers
and magazines coming from MIM’s
booksfor prisoners program. We need
help from lawyers, paralegals and
jailhouse lawyers to fight this
censorship.

Books for Prisoners. This program
focuses on political education of
prisoners. Send donations of booksand
money for our Books for Prisoners
program.

End the Three Strikes laws: This
campaign is actively fighting the
repressive Cdifornia laws, but smilar
laws exist in other states. Write to us
to request a petition to collect
signatures. Send articles and
information on three strike laws.

Shut Down the Control Units: Across
the country there are agrowing number
of prison control units. These are
permanently designated prisonsor cells
in prisons that lock prisoners up in
solitary or small group confinement for
22 or more hours a day with no
congregate dining, exercise or other
services, and virtually no programsfor
prisoners. Prisoners are placed in
control units for extended periods of
time. These units cause both mental and
physical problems for prisoners.

Write to us to request a petition to
collect signatures. Get your
organization to sign the statement
demanding control units be shut down.
Send usinformeation about where there
are control unitsin your state. Include
the names of the prisonsaswell asthe
number of control unit bedg/cells in
each prison if that is known. Send us
anti-control unit artwork.

MIM’s Re-Lease on Life Program:
This program provides support for our
comrades who have been recently
released from the prison system, to help
them meet their basic needs and aso
continue with their revolutionary
organizing on the outside. We need
funds, housing, and job resources. We
also need prisoner’s input on the
following survey questions.

1. What are the biggest chalenges
you face being released from prison?

2. How can these problems be
addressed?

3. What are the important elements
of a successful release program?

Under Lock & Key

Newsfrom Prisons& Prisoners

Lifersin NY want
Good Time

Greeting Comrades!

| am a prisoner in the state of NY doing 25
years to life. I've been involved in a few lifers
programs here in the facility and one of our main
godsisfighting for good time for lifers. It seems
like we are not getting too much support from
organizations around the world. I’m asking why,
if we are part of the struggle, that is going on?

I read your (MIM) forms you sent out talking
about what your organization is about and I'm
feeling what you're fighting. | am also a great
admirer of communism and also fedl that it would
be away better life for our peopleto live.

[1] would loveto help your organization in any
way | can. | have no money or stamps right now
to donate. Right now | am in the SHU for 15
months. I’ m sorry.

Power to the people,

—aNew York Prisoner, March 2004

Family contact in NY

Thisfacility hasjust enforced an unconstitutional
(8th, 14th Amendments) policy. Thisfacility does
not allow prisoners to hold their children during
thevisiting hours. Thispolicy isindirect violation
of the Directives. Due to your organizations
concern for prisoners, | only ask for a simple
solution.

Can you please cal this number and express
your complaint that the policy being enforced by
the staff at Great Meadow Correctional Facility is
uncongtitutional and in violation of Directives.

Phone: (518) 457-1993 - thisisthe number for
visiting room related Complaints.

Thistype of action should not betolerated, it's
a further form of breaking bondage with family,
dlave trade tactics!

—aNew York Prisoner, March 2004

Help Build Prisoner
Re-Leaseon Life

Regarding the Serve the People Prisoner Re-
Lease on Life Program; | believethat what ismost
important is providing ways for ex-prisoners to
meet their basic needs— food, clothes and shelter,
and these things can be obtained through being
gainfully employed. No man (or woman) wants a
hand- out, so by helping to provide ex-prisoners
with employment, they will not only be able to
provide for themselves, but also they will feel
more independent, raising his’her sense of self-
worth (self-esteem), rendering them more
productive, and a greater asset in the struggle.
Keeping ex- prisoners involved in the struggle
should prove to be an easy matter.

Anyone who has been in prison, and once
released, turnstheir back on the struggle, was not
really conscious regarding revolutionary struggle
from the beginning, but wasonly involvedin such
activitiesin order to passtime. | don’t believethat
aperson in this imperialist country can be more
oppressed than its prisoners. Once aware of true/
correct revolutionary ideology and theory
(Marxism-Leninism-Maoism), and they are given
stable avenuein which to practice thoseideol ogies
and theories (actually BE revolutionaries and not
merely ideologica strugglers), then I'm confident
that they will not only stay involved once rel eased

from prison, but will prove to be valuable assets.

With the Re-Lease on Life Program, MIM wiill
establish a sense of legitimacy in the eyes of ex-
prisoners because they will see that MIM is
walking the talk and that they are really here to
support the people. Revolution in and of itself is
illegal, so there’s no way to keep arevolutionary
out of trouble, but keeping them out of non-
revolutionary situations entails continuously
raising their level of consciousness and directing
that energy towards revolutionary goals through
study groups, workshops, MIM volunteer work,
assisting USW leaders, etc.!

—A New Y ork Prisoner, April 2004

Onthe* Servethe People Prisoner Re-Leaseon
LifeProgram” you asked mefor input on“How to
provide for people when they get out to keep
them out of trouble & involved in the struggle?’
Well, my Bro & Sis, coming from abrother who's
been here multiple times, the biggest worry &
downer for people coming home is, where they
gonnalive? Aswe speak we have acomrade about
to go home in 2 days. A GOOD brother who's
been striving to stay clean and involved in positive
organizing. He doesn’t know where he's going to
live and the stress has gotten to him severely. The
system won’t help him cuz he’s maxing out (no
parole) so he' sassed out. Hisfirst stepsare to go
get drugsto sell to provide for himself aplaceto
stay, second to get high to get his mind of the
problem, BOOM, then what, he’ s back to hisold
cycle. We al have a common understanding that
this capitalist system is exploiting our people in
many ways, prison is ONE. | hate to say it, but
the system has his deck set up to lose and come
back to get them more money.

What dowedoto bresk thecycleisthequestion?
We need to set up housing, temporary housing for
Bro & Sis. just coming out of jail, that will show
we don't just talk about giving back to our
community be we doing it! And a comrade sees
that Love, it will encourage him/her to show love
to the next. We must first revolutionize the way
we live as a community before we revolutionize
the existing order of things. Second, to get them
out of thetemp housing they need ajob to provide
4 higher self. A job placement program, we find
the jobs, teach them bro/sis how to talk in an
interview, help them with resumes and
transportation. Through all of thisprocessiswhere
you encourage the comradesto get involved inthe
struggle, you don’'t ever want to force feed
someone cuz it will backfire. We need peoplewho
do this from the heart, not cuz they obligated.
Well my Bro & Sis, | closethisletter for now until
the next time.

Revolutionary Greeting to all,

—aNew York Prisoner, April 2004

MIM responds: As our readers can see, the
need for theRe-Leaseon Lifeprogramisgreat. We
are currently soliciting resources in the forms of
housing and job opportunities. We ared so exploring
different options for providing treatment for
addictions and planning waysto immerse comrades
in the struggle upon their release. This is
particularly urgent in NY and CA, but wherever
you live there are prisons nearby and there isthe
need for such aprogram. Get in touch with MIM
to begin building it.

Walls of Destruction

Take off your shoes, socks, and shirt. Now take
off your boxers. Squat, spread your cheeks and
cough. Again, cough. Louder!

Imagine that, but it's security, or is that the
abuse of authority? Okay, now let's walk in and
see Corcoran-SHU. Wait, listen—did you hear
that? “Ahh! | can't take this anymore! Why!
Why!” Don't worry about him, he's a killer or
he's serving life for stealing only because it’s the
Three Strike Law. It's understandable, it just
“makes society safer.” He'sjust alow life, he has
no education, he's a drug addict. Just another
crimina off thestreetsor isheaperpetrator? That's
what the news says, doesn’t it? No, let me tell
you who that personis. He'sa J-Cat, aterm used
by inmates but deriving from prison psychologists.
It means Category J, which is an inmate who's
norma mind state has deteriorated from stress,
anxiety, misery, psychological disorders, al due
to external influences.

This place is called the Department of
“Corrections.” | wonder how a place can drive a
man insane when it's supposed to correct him.
Here's the government’s al time favorite word:
rehabilitation. But onceagain, how can such aplace

MIM on

Prisons& Prisoners

MIM seeks to build public opinion
against Amerika's criminal injustice sys-
tem, and to eventually replace the bour-
geoisinjusticesystemwith proletarian jus-
tice. The bourgeois injustice system im-
prisonsand executes adisproportionately
large and growing number of oppressed
peoplewhileletting the biggest mass mur-
derers — the imperialists and their lack-
eys — roam free. Imperialism is not op-
posedto murder or theft, it only insiststhat
these crimes be committed in the interests
of the bourgeoisie.

“All U.S. citizens are criminals—
accomplicesand accessoriesto the crimes
of U.$. oppression globally until the day
U.$. imperialism is overcome. All U.S.
citizensshould start from the point of view
that they are reforming criminals.”

MIM does not advocate that all
prisoners go free today; we have a
more effective program for fighting
crime as was demonstrated in China
prior to the restoration of capitalism
therein 1976. We say that al prisoners
are political prisoners because under
the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, all
imprisonment is substantively
political. It is our responsibility to
exert revolutionary leadership and
conduct political agitation and
organization among prisoners —
whose material conditions make them
an overwhelmingly revolutionary
group. Some prisoners should and will
work on sdlf-criticism under a future
dictatorship of the proletariat in those
cases in which prisoners redly did do
something wrong by proletarian
standards.
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do such dehumanizing thingsto people? Thisplace
is not for rehabilitation but for psychologicaly
destroying the minds of the peopleit holds captive.

The people in here lose their normal state of
mind. It becomes so weak that whatever the guards
wish istheir command. Prisoners not only tell on
inmates in hopes of their time being shortened,
but they also tell lieswhichwill satisfy the guards
assumptionsof theliving functionsin prison. How
can that possibly be rehabilitation? People are so
blind to seeit. They think these placeshelp society,
but in redlity, it's psychological torture. It makes
strong men so weak that they are, in reality,
mentally crawling on the floor, begging for ataste
of that sweet apple piethat ison the outsideworld
andthey arewillingto dowhat it takesto tastethe
pie.

| am aperson who believesthat for every action
comesareaction and that every unjust crime should
have apunishment. While | do believethat it should
be imprisonment, there should be treatment and
training with true correction and not just all
education and training either afew or noneand all.
Totopitall off, after serving time and supposedly
paying dues to society, prisoners lose their right
to bear armsbut we’ re still supposedly athreat to
society. Or better yet, we gave up our rights. If a
place which didn’t breed hatred, anger, and pain
instead gave righteous programs to us, programs
guaranteeing jobs with good surviving pay then
wewould have no reasonto rob, steal, or even kill.

— A CdliforniaPrisoner, April 2004

California movesto
take away appliances

On December 30, 2003, the California
Department of Corrections (CDC) issued an
amendment to several sections of Title 15 of
CaliforniaCode of Regulationsto incorporateinto
the directors’ rules of provisions regarding
prisoners statewide vender packages programwith
the intentions of implementing immediately. One
of the sections of Title 15to beamended is Section
3044(9)(4)(G). What Sacramento isattempting to
do is take al appliances (radios and televisions)
fromall SHU prisoners. Sacramento’ sjustification
for this attempt is to comply with Governor
Terminator’ s budget cuts which, you can be sure,
us prisoners will be the first to experience.

According to the CDC’s fiscal impact
statement, taking our appliances will supposedly
save the state nearly $2 million. Although how
thisissupposed to savethe state nearly $2 million
wasunexplained. | think what’ sreally being stated
through their unscientific fiscal impact statement
is that by taking our televisions and radios, this
will be one of the many methods of insuring the
continuance of the overpayment of these prison
guards and prisoncrats at our expense. And weall
know too well when many of these SHU prisoners
arereleased to general population and order another
redio or television, the CDC will be more than
happy to collect another 10% of inmate welfare
fund fromthe prisonersaswell asitsusual kickback
from the state prison’s chosen vendor.

Past experiences with the CDC's tactics of
taking away our once hard earned and fought for
rightsclearly demonstrate to usthat similar stunts
as this one are usually not implemented at one
timebut are generally implemented hereand there,
slowly, with the purpose of avoiding mass
resistance. Unfortunately and quite shamefully to
us prisoners, thistactic of theirs has proven very
effective. Should this proposal concerning our
televisions and radios be implemented, it is most
likely, although not certainly, that they’ll begin
their confiscation campaign with the SHU facilities
furthest South and work their way North.

That is, if welet them.

On March 5, 2004, which has come and past,
the CDC’s Regulation and Policy Management
Branch held apublic hearing regarding suggestions,
complains, etc., pertaining to thisproposal. What
came of thisis uncertain as of the present time.

Any complaints or a copy of the proposal can
be obtained from:

Rick Grenz, Chief

Regulation and Policy Management Branch
(RPMB)

P.O. Box 942883

Sacramento, CA 94283-0001

Through aunited struggle from within, this can
be prevented.

— A CadliforniaPrisoner, March 14, 2004

Censorship Victory

I wish | could have responded sooner but my
struggle against censorship has meant sly threats,
appeal s forms disappearing, and withholding my
mail. In September, you sent me a 60-page print
out of Mao and Lenin's stand on property and
state but | was only given 20 pages. The other 40
pages | either had to send home, back to you, or
destroy and since | am indigent, | had no choice
but to let these pigs get away with thisinjustice.

Suffice to say, | took it to Sacramento where
my appeal was granted for once. Then, al of a
sudden, | was being moved to different blocks. I'd
bein onebuilding for aperiod of 3to 5 days, then
betold to pack all of my stuff because | wasgoing
to another building. So | filed another appeal for
harassment and retaliation, plus cruel and unusual
punishment. The moves have stopped. The pigs
are not fucking with me at al! It seems like a
dream but | know as soon as they get a chance,
they will turn adream into a nightmare.

— A Cdlifornia Prisoner, February 2004
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Prison industrial complex and imperialism

Let us be honest with ourselves. We don't
actually believe we're American. Though some
value their U.S. citizenship, we are not the true
beneficiariesof America sempire. If wewereactua
Americans, we would see ourselves reflected in
the movers and shakers of this society. The fact
that we don’t unveils our second class status. In
truth, we areonly allowed to subsist solong aswe
remain fragmented, indoctrinated and conform.

One place where we do see ourselves reflected
is in the prison industrial complex. Let us be
courageous and face this redlity, then begin to
investigate why the numbers of the internal
colonies continue to grow in these oppressive
institutions. We need to reeval uate those reasons
that perpetuate our current oppression which will
require us to reexamine the entire effect of the
justice system, from the legality of theinstitutions
that enforce laws to the definition of crime.

Thisshouldinevitably bring ustotherealization
that we live under imperialistic conditions. Like
al imperialist societies, do not doubt that white
America sprimary interest isto ensureits mental
and material domination over itsinternal colonies.
One way this is effectively accomplished in our
timeis by the “prison industrial complex” (PIC)
which is directly derived from the “reservational
military complex.” Both are off shoots of the
justice system.

Let us finally admit that the justice system is
not designed to counter crime. One analyst
accurately described the justice system as operating
with a policy of “Pyrrhic defeat,” a term that
derivesfrom an academic study of Pyrrhicvictory,
“avictory in one battle that cripples the winning
army to such adegree that it cannot win thewar .
.. It loses against its professed targets but yields
such benefitsto thosein power that it amountsto
success.” Thefact is, the justice system does not
want to eradicate crime because of the larger
benefits of national oppression. If the justice
system did want to reduce crime, it would simply
do those things that actually amount to reduction
like cure poverty, provide adequate education,
decriminalizedrugs, etc. Soif wecaninfer that the
main function of thejustice systemisnot to reduce
crime, then its only serviceable purpose must be
to perpetuate itself and imperialism as each is
dependent on the other.

Imperialism cannot exist without the
maintenance of a massive PIC to serve as an
effectivedeterrent against opposition. (I.e., prisons
serve to disenfranchise, marginalize, intimidate,
and terrorize its internal colonies and opponents
or potential opponents.) And the PIC can not exist
without imperialismwhich only flourishesby way
of exploitation, oppression, neo- colonialism,
classism and racism.

From their imperidlistic viewpoint, the justice
system and PIC have indeed accomplished their
goals. First, they established a system that would
disadvantagetheir internal coloniesto such adegree
that they are unable to completely compete.

Facts on U$ imprisonment

Thefactsabout imprisonment in the United $tates are that the United $tates has been theworld’ sleading prison-state per capitafor thelast

25 years, with a brief exception during Boris Yeltsin's declaration of a state of emergency.(1)

That meansthat while Reagan wastalking about a Soviet “evil empire” he wasthe head of a state that imprisoned more people per capita.
In supposedly “hard-line” Bulgaria of the Soviet bloc of the 1980s, the imprisonment rate was less than half that of the United $tates.(2,3)
Tofind acomparison with U.$. imprisonment of Black people, thereisno statistic in any country that comparesincluding apartheid South
Africaof the erabefore Mandelawas president. The last situation remotely comparable to the situation today was under Stalin during war
time. The majority of prisoners are non-violent offenders(4) and the U.S. Government now holds about a half million more prisoners than
China; even though Chinais four times our population.(5)
The rednecks tell MIM that we livein a“free country.” They live in an Orwellian 1984 situation where freedom is imprisonment.

Notes: 1. Marc Mauer, “Americans Behind Bars: The International Use of Incarceration 1993,” The Prison Sentencing Project, 918 F. St. NW, Suite
501, Washington, DC 20004 (202) 628-0871 Reference: SRI: R8965-2, 1994

2. 1bid., 1992 report.

3. United Nations Development Programme, “Human Development Report 1994,:” Oxford University Press, p. 186.
4. Figure of 51.2 percent for state prisoners there for non-violent offenses. Abstract of the United States 1993, p. 211.

5. Atlantic Monthly December, 1998.

Secondly, they created an industry (the PIC) that
would be self-sustaining.

Herein Cdlifornia, the state opposes and defines
other forms of nationalism, beit Mexican, Indian,
African and/or socialism ascriminal or terrorist to
justify the prevalence of its PIC. In thisway, the
PIC serves to “legitimately” exterminate any
independent progressive political or economic
development of itsinternal colonies. Thisbecomes
an undeniablefact when we recognize that prisons
are efficient tools of division. Prisons serve to
remove certain segments of society, to sever
families, to subdivideethnicitiesand to marginalize
classes.

Whenwelook at theracial make up of prisoners,
it becomes apparent that prisonsare the means by
which imperialism warehouses, exploits and
oppressesitsinternal coloniesand the poor. Thus,
from afunctionary analysis, we can conclude that
prisons play a fundamental part in America’'s
imperialistic policy and thispolicy islegitimately
achieved by laws.

We must admit that every facet of law and its
enforcement is about protecting white national
interest. Therefore, laws are the tools for socio-
economic and political domination of one class/
nation over another class/nation. This becomes
particularly true when we acknowledge the
arbitrary selective application of defined notions
of criminality.

Crime is a term used to describe actions that
defeat theruling classes power and influence. (As
America is not per se opposed to certain acts,
only whom and what those acts are against.) Itis
no secret that most crime results from the grossly
disproportionate distribution of means and
material. That is, most crime develops under
specific conditions, not dueto aframe of mind but
dueto material conditionsthat giveriseto aframe
of mind. Indeed, economic disparity is the
causation of social divisions caled “classes’ and
any aggressive activity, economically motivated
by the impoverished classes can beinterpreted as
“reactionary” against oppression viaimperialism.
So it isnot by coincidence but by design that the
internal colonies and impoverished classes are
categorized as crimina. Just asit was criminal to
be Indian under the “reservational military
complex,” the state continues to label those it
considers undesirable as criminal. Only now,
imperialism cannot be so blatantly discriminatory
S0 it utilizes weaknesses in our communities, like
poverty, to maintain its authority.

We can concede society from an economic
perspective that where imperialism creates
industry (PIC), the primary objective for that
industry is growth. Asthe middle class and |abor
aristocracy clamor for more police, laws and
prisons, that growth is occurring before our very
eyes. Leaving the internal colonies and the
impoverished classesfaced with a prison pandemic
which can only be countered by amassive education
campaign and a united bloc.

We need to shed this passive second class status
and gloriously ariseto facethe sun. If we' re burnt
at firgt, it is because we have been bowed for too
long!

— A Cadlifornia Prisoner, March 2004
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California: Boicot dirigido por mexicanosy prisioner os del
Alojamiento dela Unidad de Seguridad (SHU) que se unen a la lucha.

12 de Diciembre

Activistas latinos sostuvieron un boicot
entodo el estado de Californiaparaprotestar
ladecision tomadapor el gobernador Arnold
Schwarzenegger el 3 de diciembre derevocar
la ley de licencias de conducir que hubiera
otorgado el derecho de conducir a los
[lamadosinmigrantesilegales. Iniciado conla
intencién de demostrar el poder econémico
deloslatinosen California, el boicot quesélo
dur6 un dia, se convirtié en una huelga
econOmicaen laqueloslatinosdel estado se
guedaron en casaen vez deir a trabajo o a
colegio, y se negaron air de compras.

Una tercera parte de la poblacién
californiana es latina y las industrias del
estado cuentan con la mano de obra latina,
cuya contribucion a la fuerza trabajadora
asciende a un 45%, sobre todo en trabajos
pesados y de poco pago que otra gente no
quiere. De las nacionalidades latinas en
California, los mexicanos constituyen la
mayoria abrumadora— un 80% segun los
resultadosdel censo del 2000. (1) Comparada
demograficamente, esta huelga fue
compuesta en su mayoria por lideres y
participantes mexicanos, poniendo en
evidencia el nacionalismo mexicano
acompanado de banderas mexicanasvolando
a viento en las protestas y en las calles del
estado.

Los colegios en distritos densamente
pobladospor |atinosreportaron unadramética
ausencia de estudiantes; algunos negocios
cerraron sus puertas en solidaridad con la
accion, y muchas calles llenas de tiendas
carecian de consumidores. El periédico
Fresno Bee reportd que la ausencia en el
condado de Fresno costé a los distritos
escolares aproximadamente 500,000 ddlares.
Esdificil acertar el impacto econémico sobre
lastiendas, pero juzgando por laausenciade
estudiantes en colegiospublicosatravésdel
estado, la participacion en el boicot aparenta
ser extensa. Varios negocios entrevistados
por principales medios de comunicacion
cerraron sus tiendas debido a su
reconocimiento de la contribucion por parte
delamano de obrabarata delosinmigrantes
a sus ganancias monetarias. La pérdida
econdmica a causa de un solo dia del paro,
aungue sea durante una temporada festiva,
no es nada comparada con las posibles
pérdidasalasque se enfrentarian losnegocios
si perdieran sus trabajadores. Esta decision
sin dudaalgunatambién fueimpulsadapor el
punto de vista préctico de algunas compafiias
guesabian quelamayoriadesustrabajadores
planeaban apoyar el boicot faltando al
trabgjo.

Las demostraciones que tuvieron lugar a
travésdel estado, fueron formadas por grupos
de huelguistaslatinosy algunas personasde
origen no latino que se unieron en
solidaridad. En pueblos con un gran nimero
de habitantes latinos como Fresno y Santa
Rosa cientos de protestantes salieron a las
calles. En Sacramento, enfrente delacasadel
estado, cientos de protestantes latinos
hicieron poco caso alalluviaparaunirseala
lucha. El Ilamativo grupo recibié mucho

respaldo por parte de carros que pitaban en
apoyo de los carteles escritos pidiendo
licencias de manejo y derechosiguales alos
inmigrantes | atinos.

La gran mayoria de participantes en las
demostraciones publicas fueron personas
mexicanas, siendo algunasdeellasresidentes
legalesy otrasilegales. Lafronteraimperialista
entreU.$.y Méxicorefuerzae robodelatierra
mexicanapor partede EE.UU. y mantieneala
gente en México, y en todos los paises de
Américal atina, en pobrezaconvirtiéndolaen
un blanco perfecto para la explotacion. La
[lamada inmigracién ilegal provee a estado
de Californiacon lamano de obrabarata que
se utiliza en los campos y en otros trabajos
mal pagados y destructivos para la salud
fisicaquelosamericanosblancosno quieren.
Al mismo tiempo, corporaciones americanas
tienen la libertad de poner fébricas a otro
lado delafronteray mantener sueldos bajos,
porguelostrabaj adores mexicanosno pueden
cruzar la frontera para competir por los
mismostrabaj os con ciudadanos americanos.

El MIM respalda dicha huelga econémica
siendo ésta un ejemplo de unalucha obrera
correcta en contra de la explotacion que es
parte de unalargaluchadeliberacién nacional.
EE.UU. es el pais que estd ocupando
ilegalmente las tierras mexicanas; los
americanos son los inmigrantes ilegales que
masacraron a poblaciones indigenas para
robarlessuterritorio. Laluchapor el derecho
alicencias de conducir es s6lo una pequefia
batalla en una larga pelea por una abolicion
de fronteras imperialistas y una liberacion
nacional delos pueblos oprimidos del mundo.

Convocado por la Asociacion Politica
M éxico-Americana con su base en Los
Angeles, el boicot no obtuvo ningln respal do
por parte de sindicatos laborales. Es posible
gue, dado el corto plazo de la convocatoria,
los organizadores de la protesta no hayan
solicitado ayuda sindical. Pero no nos
sorprende el hecho de que los sindicatos no
hayan sido representados en las
demostraciones dominadas por lapresencia
de inmigrantes mexicanos. Los sindicatos
americanos tienen una larga historia de
oposicién a los trabajadores inmigrantes y
de organizacion por los derechos de
trabajadores blancos en detrimento de las
naciones oprimidas. Los sindicatos
americanosrespaldan € cierredelasfronteras
por miedo a perder puestos de trabgjo que
pueden pasar a manos de inmigrantes o
pueden ser transferidos aotros paises. Dichos
sindicatos luchan para mantener el alto nivel
devidadel que disfrutan los ciudadanos de
este pais a costa de los paises del tercer
mundo. Los trabajadores del tercer mundo
son explotados por corporaciones americanas
gue traen las ganancias a casa y las
comparten con |los trabajadores americanos
en forma de sueldos més altos y beneficios.
Los inmigrantes ilegales dentro de las
fronteras americanas se enfrentan asemejante
explotacion.

Manifestantes del
Alojamiento dela
Unidad de Seguridad
Se unen ala protesta.

Una demostracion en frente del
Departamento Correccional de Californiaen
Sacramento (CDC), convocada por € Comité
de Defensa del Barrio, una organizacién
comunitariaen San José, atrajo laatencionde
gente a las unidades de méxima seguridad
(SHU) de las prisiones de Cdlifornia, cuyas
celdas de tortura se usan para encerrar a
muchos prisioneros|atinos en confinamiento
solitario por tiempo indefinido. Estas
sentencias se aplican a supuestos miembros
de pandillas, pero los criterios que definen a
miembros de pandillaponen bajo sospechaa
todosloslatinos. Tanto unaconversacionen
un areaderecreo delaprision como untatuaje
0 una dedicatoria en una tarjeta de
cumpleafios, bastan para tachar de
sospechoso aun prisionero. Los prisioneros
activos politicamente [legan a ser blancosde
estos criterios, de modo que se les retira de
patios de recreo para que no puedan
influenciar en y educar a otros prisioneros.
Un lider del Comité de Defensa del Barrio
explicaque“ Juzgando por losresultados del
procesojudicial (llevado acabo por el senado
del SHU) el 15 deseptiembredel 2003, € costo
estimado de mantenimiento de una persona
enel SHU vacilaentre 60,000y 70,000 délares,
lo cual implicaun gasto indtil de millones de
ddlares. Steve Castillo ha estado en el SHU
por ocho afios sélo por ser abogado. Hugo
Pinell lleva un sinfin de afios en el SHU por
sus ideales politicos! John Martinez fue
encerrado en el SHU por cuestionar la
brutalidad en Corcoran! Francisco Cesar Villa
estaen el SHU por pedir el nimero correcto
de zapatos! José Luis Avina y Eddie
Bustamente estan en el SHU por participar en
una huelga de hambre en 1999 en la prision
de New Folsom. Al finy al cabo, el Unico
remedio que quedaesorganizar agenteafuera
de las cérceles para poder Ilevar a cabo
cambiosfundamentalesy cerrar lasunidades
de méxima seguridad.”

Los manifestantes que se reunieron
enfrente del CDC marcharon a la casa de
estado para unirse a la demostracién. Los
huelguistas firmaron una peticion circulada
por el MIM paracerrar lasunidadesdeméxima
seguridad, y muchos hablaron de sus
experiencias personales o sus parientes que
estan encerrados en esos lugares.

Un pequefio grupo de activistasle entregd
una carta a la Senadora Gloria Romero,
presidenta del Comité del Senado Selecto
encargado del Sistema Correccional de
California, exigiendouncierredd SHU. Hacia
unos meses, Romero habiatenido un proceso
judicial parainvestigar lasunidadesdeméxima
seguridad (véase MN 289), pero desde
entonces los activistas no habian obtenido
ningun tipo de informacién.

Romero no se encontraba en su oficina
pero su representante Rocky Rushing, quien
accedi6 a hablar con los activistas, explico

que el CDC sehabiareunido con el Comitéla
semana anterior justo parainformar sobre el
“progreso” respecto a las demandas
presentadasen el procesojudicial. Deducimos
que el CDC no iba a implementar ningin
cambio. El CDC accedi6é a hacer unos
pequefios cambios en el proceso de
implementacion de criterios que establecen
ladefiniciénde” miembro de pandilla’, 1o cual
haria posible que |os presos argumentaran y
cuestionaran lasevidencias presentadas. Sin
embargo, la mayoria de las evidencias se
mantiene en secreto, y el CDC no hizo ninglin
caso delasrespuestasdelos presos, de modo
que estos cambios no tienen ningun sentido.
El CDC también accedi6 a hacer algunos
cambios en €l programadel SHU. Pero estos
cambios también son insignificantes ya que
se enfocan en laeducaci6n sobre pandillasy
en terapia. De esta forma, el CDC puede
pretender que el SHU en realidad esta
solucionando el problemadelaspandillasen
las prisiones de California, en vez de proveer
los medios necesarios como bibliotecas,
educacion y programas de recreacion.

Los activistas solicitaron informacion al
representante de la Senadora Romero sobre
las demandas entabladas por familiares y
amigos de |os presos en el reciente proceso
judicial (es decir, sobre las promesas de la
senadora). El representante respondié que
esta responsabilidad habia sido relegada al
CDC que se encargaria de revisar todas las
quejas, y que para este propésito el CDC
habia recibido la transcripcién del proceso.
jAdemas inform6 que el CDC sostenia que
todos los problemas habian sido
solucionados! Claro esta, los organizadores
del SHU no vieron a ningln representante
del CDC en €l proceso judicial, en el cual
alrededor de cien personas dieron su
testimonio sobreloshorroresdel SHU. Quizas
lomasrelevantefuelaafirmacion del asistente
de la Senadora Romero que expreso la
esperanza de poder organizar otra reunion
con representantes del CDC y la gente
preocupada por €l estado del SHU, paraque
encasodequeel CDC senegaraaimplementar
cambios, los participantes de la reunién
podrian sentirse incluidos. El MIM deduce
que €l asistente de la Senadora Romero no
cree que el gobierno tenga poder sobre €l
Departamento Correccional de California.
Puede convocar reuniones pero no puede
exigir cambios. Esto no es ninguna sorpresa,
yaqueel presupuesto del CDC no hasufrido
ningln cambio o recorte a pesar de los
grandesrecortes presupuestariosy extensas
negociaciones entre varias ramas del
gobierno de California con el fin de aprobar
un presupuesto equilibrado.

El MIM sabe que un verdadero cambio en
el sistema de justicia criminal no provendra
de un Comité del Senado. Pero seguiremos
explorando todas las direcciones posibles a
medida que vayamos pel eando por reformas
que puedan mejorar las vidas de nuestros
hermanosy hermanastraslasrejas, mientras
nosotros sigamos educando y organizando a
la gente para acabar con el sistema
imperiaista



