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Juan Cortina was.a great Chicang revolutionary from Texas who fought

against the oppression of the U.S. ruling class in the 1850"

gle is a great inspiration to the Chic

10

24no movement today.

. His strug-

istory of the
hicano peopie

l. The historical development
of the Chicano nation

The Southwest under Spanish
and Mexican rule

The history of the Chicano people goes back aver 400 years in
North America. The ancestors of today’s Chicanos founded San-
ta Fe, the oldest provincial capital in the U.S., more than a decade
before the pilgrims even left England on the Mayflower.

The history of the Chicano people begins with Spain’'s efforts
to colonize the “New World®’ in the 16th century. Over the next
three centuries, first under Spanish and then under Mexican rule,
the national characteristics of the Chicano people beganto evolve:
a mvmim:‘mnnmﬁ:m people of Mexican, Indian and Spanish
ancestry concentrated in a territory stretching from what is now
southern Texas through Arizona and New Mexico to southern
California. The ancestors of the Chicano people were a partof the
developing modern Mexican nation up to 1848, but the U.S. an-
nexation of the Southwest in that year radically altered the destiny
of the Chicano people.
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FORWARD

settlements and become the artisans for the Spanish. The Spanish

were not able to secure the entire area at first, due to the hostility of
the native peoples; but by the latter part of the 17th century 14
Spanish towns and villages in Nuevo Meéxico became permanently
established. The Mexicans, who had been brought along by the
Spaniards, and the Indians became the main inhabitants of these
settlements. Thege were the ancestors of the Chicano people.

The Spanish settlements in Nuevo Meé

coast from San Diego to San Francisco beginning in 1769.

In all of these regions, the Spanish destroyed much of the
primitive communal societies of the Indians and introduced
feudalism. There were two main ways the Spanish settled the area:
through the encomienda (land grant) and mission systems.

There were three principal types of land i
Spanish crown: individual grants to prominent or wealthy per-
sons; joint grants given out to Broups; and communal grants fora
number of settlers. Overa period of time though, most of the land
became controlled by a handful of the largest landlords. These
became the patron class, usually of Spanish nobility or military

background. The rest of the society became peones (serfs), most
of them being Mexican or Indian. ¢ . A small
number of others formed-an artj :

1san class of blacksmiths, handi-
craftsmen, weavers, potters and so on,

The patrones gradually took over the commo
were usually used for Pastures, as their herds of
dominated the grazing space.

‘owners, too, were forced to gi
became too small when succe
original grants. Villagers were
livestock owners to supply me

n lands, which

cattle or sheep
More and more of the small langd-

ve up their property as their plots
eding generations divided up the
then forced to depend on the large

at and supplies and became increas-
ingly indebted to the patrén. The most common way to repay the

debt was through the corvee system whereby a pedn worked a cer-
tain amount of time each week on the Jand of the patron,
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m used, the land grant and mjsg;
resulted in the division of the settl ion into 5
of feudal 101 ed population mto a small clagg

» the patropes and a Jar
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were Indians, Mexicans ang their mestizo offspring. In this

Sense, the Spanish settlements were I i
e, ¢ little differe
Mexico at the time, :::»::5

The Spanish conquest of the Soy
Spanish _wnmzmwp. religion (Cathol;
wmmwm though, these blended with
Indian cultures, A regional culture

characteristic blanket weaving, handicrafts and wood

rest of

cism) and customs. - Over the
the indigenous Mexican ang
began to appear with its owp
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HISTORY OF THE CHICANO PEOPLE

The region also began to produce its own music and oral ballads
that described the difficulties of life in the region, the confliety
with the Apaches and the experiences of the travel along the rrade
routes from Mexico.

The Southwest had gone through a radical change during the
two and one-half centuries of Spanish rule. The Spanish had syc-
ceeded in establishing a feudal mode of production in scartered
settlements stretching from Texas to California. But over the next
several decades the transformation of the region would be acceler-
ated, with a profound impact on the development of the Spanish-
speaking people.

Mexican rule

In 1804, war broke out between Great Britain and Spain, and
for the next several decades Spain was embroiled in a series of con-
flicts with other European powers. This turmoil, and internal con-
flicts between church and state, greatly weakened the Spanish
throne. In turn, Madrid stepped up its taxation of js colonies,
such as Mexico, to finance its wars.

This situation alienated increasing numbers of the Mexican
people including the landowners, merchants and local church offi-
cials. In 1810 a Mexican independence movement arose, led by
Miguel Hidalgo, himself a wealthy landowner and priest. Al
though the Spaniards Captured and executed Hidalgo a vear later,
the independence movement he initiated continued.

Finally in 1821, the Mexican revolutionary army succeeded in
capturing the Spanish viceroy and forced him toresign. The Mexi-
can clergy, traders and property owners took political power and
declared independence from Spain,

The economic siate of the country, though, was in ruins. The
revolutionary war for independence had been drawn out and des-
troyed much of the farming land, ranches, mines and cities of
Mexico. The new government was weak and its treasury depleted.
Spain refused to recognize Mexican independence until 1836 and
launched attempts 1o recapture its lost colony.

Furthermore, immediately after winning independence, the
new ruling forces began to fight among themselves. On the one
side were monarchists (or ““Centralists”’), which inciuded the
feudal landlords, clergy and generally the conservative old order;
on the other side were republicans (or “Federalists™), composed
of merchants, liberal priests and the rising Mexican bourgeoisie.
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9&80:%:8. Missouri, in 1822, the Mexican merchants stepped
up their trade with the U.S. This trade included furs from Nyeyo
México which brought a high price on the East Coast. Mexican
handicrafis of wood carvings, wrought iron products, blankets
and woolens also stepped up. By the 1820’5 some artisans ip
Nuevo México began producing solely for sale to California, St
Louis or Mexico. This trade was greatly stimulated when the Old
Spanish Trajl was opened up between Santa Feand Log Angelesin
1829,

In Arizona, the Mexicans discovered gold and .copper, and
mining operationg quickly developed, There had also been some
suppression of the Apaches which allowed for expanded farming
and ranching in the region,

. The Mexican merchants, traders and handicraft producers in
the Southwest represented a rising Mexican capitalist class, The
merchants in Nueyo Meéxico, in fact, came into increasing confiict

chants of Nyevo Meéxico wag Antonio José Martinez who owned
several small ranches and a flour mij), He opposed the power of
the Church, seeing the Church-owned lands as itg base, In 1834 he
published the newspaper, £/ Crepusculo de Jg Libertad (The Dawn
of Liberty) in which he called for the elimination of the tithe, by
which the Church claimed one-tenth of the produce and livestock

territory, Imposing taxes and trade restrictions in 1835, This
resulted in a revolt against the Centralist government. The locy)
forces, led by Antonio Martinez, overthrew and €xecuted the Mex.-
ican governor and replaced al] government posts with local people,
While the revolt was eventually Suppressed, the incident illustrates

e€ncourage the development of Texas. The new law permitteq
Anglo-American immigration into the area for the purpose of per-
manent settlement, provided they agree to obey Mexican laws,

22

HISTORY OF THE CHICANO PEOPLE

2 dem: A fin tholic
. \ landholdings of the Ca
N anded that the large : 554 Fa ot
et gm..::mwaﬂwwmb be distributed to the ,umo:mﬂmﬁ MQ e o bur
nﬁ:mwhm qﬂwﬁvwng The Dawn of Liberty which cha g
lishe

of the Church to collect tithes from the pednes.

3
Led




SP81
Ur31e1S 9[3uls ® SB paniupe sem SeX3], Jo [je &[[eulj 1nq ‘sieak 10}
ueid s, yinog ay WANOY YLION 2yl ‘$21R1S IAB[S ST {[¥ WY} JNupe
PUT S21818 [R10ADS 01Ul diqnday SEX3L 241 9pialp 01 padoy yinog
REULPAIRPDIP sem SeXd] Jo «douspuadopuy,, ayy a1y
) AU UEAIRIDOATS 34 JO 9A1199(40 £33 v owreoaq
JOABMIDUOI YL £ Sy oy Jo $1511L01Y 241 INOYHM
iy sisonbuod sanoadsoid jo Heq sy sueigspd ayym
MOIYT ARURISUO0D,, 1noyim uonsad 19y urelurew
S daRS L1euonoes sy ey pPHuRIWOoD XIvpN
HELRSRPUL W qLIou oy yiim W31y nayy ur uoIBuiysepy ur romod
I JULWIBNE 0 $318IS 2AR(S 210W 21821 031 papasu A3y ~Aisaeps
suedxe o) UDIYm-ut Uoldal & se 0dixap JO ®ate uidyliou 28ny
JH} PAIDAOD W AWOS 10 SIaUMO uonviuerd wiayinos ayy

CLOono g

AEAL UBLDWY-UBNXO ay L

}61-2p81 9ni *g My 1apun 1SamInog ay .

OP81 UL ODIXIN Y)im tem Jsjuoisuedxa 31

‘neyoolr)
SXI SIBI URIPUI SNOLIOIOU 10 o1Mog Wir eyl SipRI) PUB SiIaUMO
S 8L8M OWElY Byl Jo SI8pUBjEp 8yl 'Ayjeas uy Auueidy uBOIX8 Y ySujebe
vIBp 3oty 2 s@ SsRIO Buyns 8yrAg pekeniod sy Oy ey} J0 o33eq 8y |

JHAOHd ONVOIHD 9HL 40 AYOLSIH

(4

Mw,w .MW.D ay .E pasn yxaya1d 943 9q 1978] pinom 1ey; wrepo pamndsip
o.u_wk M 11 spuein ony sy 03 $3%9nN ory Y1 Jo ynos Jey vmm
XA oaonp; 01u1 daap .murawczon [en1oe s31 50 155m 1eJ Suipugy

- v :
_m:o.m_mo”wwuwm.mwuwwncu%ncr_ PU® paysiiqe;ss sem BwuIAcg
181 ‘sexay snowouone Arenyana
“Uod e Sunm 2 s1yy ‘urege A
m oy ol 1OW DY €8] Uy “smey 3
SAIINSAI 9y 30 [2adas pupury Sy Lo
2Any P 01 uonusauoy ¢ P9y sue
1xa101d e gp uonninsuon jers . . vl
nny QY SISRI5pay Y1 jo readas
13D ay3 Bursn ‘Smel uedixa : ~ paren
I XOW Mau oYy yym dn paddas «
= : I 1S ‘pajren
o hw\ mmnwxMMMu“msa_E: SIYL -sexag «21BIaqI, | o) mcmo%oh<
“Ulsyinog £q s1dwayge [e1da0s ¢ :

° : 93q Apeosaye
.m,m: Muwc ,m Eo:ko. aAeys ulayinog ayp JO uoissaigse uﬁvvucwu
4 Ajuo Toaamoy ludwuisaog UBdIXON ayy jo Suonoe ayy

SuBdLIDUNY - 015y
. !
wﬁwmmwwwmmxuxté Y1 pus pue £1oAeys MEB[INO 03 vuv_oMu uconm
1 ay .mcmuzuE<-o~m=< Y1 £q :
I PU®] 341 Jo a1nziag
M_._mwuo 9q pnom patesy Loy Teym dogs o) SN ey w_ogwEo:c.oo
mmw mWE Pa1erdsyur 8ugaq AIpides sem Sexa] jep pauwwaduon dwedaq
:omouuMMU oY1 0£81 ug “1oqe] aapys 40 3sn sy pue uononpord
X3, Oju1 P3snpoxuy Siuswapylas :mutuE?EmEﬂ. sy
SEXa] uroisom ue uxs
w_w: MM_:E.EE S) 10§ spres UBIDUT woly spog 19J1nq aMm Pe %MMWM
2[9s asayyy 1ey1 padoy wdwWuIA08 UedIxopy ay g ‘PaItey pey

T e e s, o o




e o, o e

we-@x
lustitied its anpey

26

FORWARD

. ,.Ezzm many of the
Slonist aims of the slave
the Mexican territ
asd

:o::mgomw
owners, othe

ory. Yankee tr
. . a
00rways (o expande y

rs had their owp designs op
ers mwi the Pacific Coast porys
dia and Ching. ,

. , farin-
an :::msm maintained thy
eces, the traditiona] border

James Polk, ordered U.S. troo

Th ic
Texas reached only t e Rig on gove

o the Ri
1846 the newly electe ot

d president, "

ps

-~

nd and weaith Sm s
s ulers of the Uni
o f nited
&MMMM GWMme Mexican territory, The () .M p.w:w.m pushed
with the doctrine of “manitest mm.m%:““m class

ico into war in

italists opposed the expan.

HISTORY OF THE CHICANO PEOPLE

under Zachary Taylor to cross the Nueces and hold the disputed
area. A short time later Taylor’s troops engaged a Mexican patrol
and the war was on.

The annexationist nature of the war was obvious, Ulvsses S,
Grant, who fought as an ofticer in the war (and later became noted
in the Civil War and then elected president) wrote:

We were sent to provoke a fight, but it was essential that
Mexico should commence it The occupation,
separation, and unnexation were, from the inception of
the movement (o iis Jinal consummation, a conspiracy (o
acquire territory out of which sltave staies nright he
Jormed for the American union, Even if annexuation itself
could be justified, the manner in which the subseqguent
war was forced on Mexico cannoi?

The U.S. forces advanced steadily into Mexican territory and
conducted a campaign of extreme brutality,
General Winfield Scott admitted U.S. troops |
atrocities to make Heaven weep and every Amer )
morals blush for his country. Murder, robbery and rape of
mothers and daughters in the presence of ticd up males of the
families have been common all along the Rio G
Lieutenant George C. Meade, later distinguishec
said the U.S. troops were **driving husbands out of houses and
raping their wives . . They will fight as gallantly as any men, but
they are a set of Goths and Vandals without discipline, making usa
terror to innocent people.’?

So atrocious were the actions of the LLS, traopst
Irish-Americans deserted and went over to the side of the
cans to form the San Patricio battalion.

The U.S. sent armed forces 1o attack the Mexicans in northern
and southern California as well as expe
Mexico and Arizona. Bul the end of the war came whoen Scott ted
his troops to Mexico City. The fight began on September 13 1847,
and soon the U.S. troops occupied the capital, T'he war was over,

The U.S. extracted a huge booty from the defeated Mexican
government. The LLS. took almost S0% of Mexico s tory, the
entire Southwest, (The U.S, continued to have desipns on the rest
of Mexico throughout the 19th century.) Nuevo Aévico alone was
equal to five times the size of New York state. The Southwest, too,

Comma

ande
the Cral War,
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TheU.S. capitalists, howev

€I, were unable to do thi
throughout the entjre Southw ot

est and so adopted a
the ent step by st
process to consolidate each territory, Texas and OM_:MSMM

quickly became states in 1845
. ; and 1851 res i ; .
Mexico and Arizona remained colonj pectively, s.:__m New

ate its rule over the entire Southwest.
the U.S, co.:«mnom&m did throughout the
ha tampaign of violence against the

One of the first things
Southwest was to unleas

Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo

ZnMMM ﬁ.ﬂ“m _MM Ncnﬂa_m_:.un %Ew,_m% formally ended the U.S. war against
. i ained specific provisions i i
the Mexican citizens living i i * Article % of ghts of
g in the annexed territo, i
declared that the United States w Tand arants ovol the ica
e i 1 ould respect th i
n_:w.a:m inthe ww:%inwr It was later a%m_na M“M:a Hotocol war o Hcan
May of 1848 which promised that the deletj 0

the U.S. would not respect the land grants. Following are excerpts

. Article VIII
w.n_.._m a".. Mexicans Established in
Territories Ceded 1o United States

§.=. m: m Mw.mmw Mmrm Mwwm_ %wﬂmww to Sa.mm: inthesaid territories may either re.
the Uniten gna ! ican citizens, or acquire those of citizens of
In the said territories
. i » Property of every kind, now
icans not nmS.E.m:on here, shall be inviolably .«mmunn
oOwners, the heirs of these, and all Mexicans who may he
property by contract, shajl en joy with respect 1o it
as if the same belonged to citizens of the United

Arlicle IX
How ?—aiagm Remaining in Ceded
Territories May Become Citizens
of the United States
Mexicans who, in the territor
character of the Mexican republic
the preceding article, :

belonging 10 Mex-
ted. The present
reafter acquire said
guaranties equally ample
States.

ies aforesaid, shall not

) preserve the
e e no:mo_.:wmc_w with what is stipulated in
; ~Incorporated in the Union of | i
M.W«MM. mwﬁ_“ c% M&S:En at the proper time (1o be judged of by Sn:Moﬂmh%m
e, m::wm m@mwwwﬂwnw% M.Eow_.zg” of all the rights of citizens of the

1 N ing 1 € principles of the Constitution: i

meantime shall be maintained and protected in the free naowa.nwm_wm wzﬁw

:muﬂ—&vs Nﬁm U-O—U®-v~q and QNOG—O; in :—n :nm exercise o «_‘.—Om i O
f ¥ n.:W“ I
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Chicanos. Thousands of Chicano and Mexican farmers, herders,
peasants, miners and laborers were shot or Ivinched . Betwern 1850

and 1930, more Chicanos were lynched in this area than Black
the South during the same period.

Hired guns such as the notorious Billy the Kid, the Clanton
Gang, Kit Carson and others made their reputi i

iy
iy

wrote in his memoirs:

Iwrote father alecer telling him Twanied (o come i
help him shoot Mexicans and Indians, but father serose
me back a letter saying 1t would be betrer shaoting
crawfish than Indians and Mexicans.®

Big U.S. ranchers like Richard King of the immense King
Ranch in Texas set up groups like the Texas and Arizona Rangers
to "legally” terrorize and subdue the conquered popuiation. A
stanza from a Chicano ballad of the times said this about the
rangers ({os rinches):

The ‘rinches’ are very brave
that cannot be denied.

They hunt us down like deer
in order to kill us.’

The big Anglo ranchers and merchants hoped this terrorism
would drive the Chicano people out of the aren to Mexico or
least decimate much of the population. In Los Angeles, in the ane
year of 1854 alone, an estimated 360 Chicanos were killed in that
city. Al this, of course, was rationalized by the most vicious,
racist slander against the Chicano people,

The U.S. government at the same time vigorously promoted
Anglo migration into the Southwest 1o try to stahilize their
political rule and to change the character of the arca. The overal
population of Texas and California quickly became predominant-
ly Anglo, although the southern parts of both states along the
border remained mainly Chicano. This is one of the reasons why
Texas and California were the first arcas of former Mexican ter-
ritory to be admitted into the Union. In New Mexico, however,
where Chicanos constituted over Y0% of the territory’s popula-
tion up into the 20th century, the federal government relied on
establishing a number of military bases 1o rule over the people.

The Anglo capitalists also deprived the Chicano people of
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om:.ﬁoaw.w_.wm Swa made .m:mzm in the areg of their historica) con-
Sen ZO:M. OM ~%mm MdquME:nm, in the Texas counties of Colorado

'M rda, the Chicano populatij 3

pathizing with a planned . o imww:mnmo.ﬁmm o
hewspar: repari + AS aresult, a local
county was implicate
the county within fiv

€ QN S, and H
penalty of death_**s . y never again t

er their property,
adalupe Hidalgo.
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HISTORY OF THE CHICANO PEOPLE

The great land grab in the Southwest by the big Anglo merchants
and ranchers is second only 10 the massive theft of Indian lands.
The loss of this property had a profound impact on the Chicanos
and was a cornerstone of their national oppression.

In Texas, the Rangers and vigilante groups simply shot hun-
dreds of Chicanos and took over their property. Not a singl
Anglo, however, was ever convicted of kil ing & Chicano in Texas
inthe 50 years immediately following annexation. Many Chicancos
simply abandoned their land out of fear of murder.  Chig
towns such as Victoria and Goliad became nearly deserted after
Texas broke off from Mexico. Allin all, itis estimated Chicanes
lost 20 million acres of land in Texas alone.

In California and New Mexico the ¢
their land through legal mancuvers, squatti
exorbitant taxes. In 1851 California passed
required that Chicanos go thro i
to their land. This was very difficul 1o do in any cases sinee the
lands often were owned in common or ace records n
kept. Furthermore, the government dragged out the process — 1he
average time for processing settlements was 17 VAT, Causing
much land to be given up by default alone.

In New Mexico, 80% of the grant holders lost their propert,
Most of these were held by small farmers and herders. In -
ticular, unscrupulous lawyers from the Fast preved upon i
Chicanos. One out of every ten Anglos who went 1o New Iviexic:s
in the 1880’s was a lawyer. The Chicanos nicknamed them the
“black vultures.”

A particularly infamous group of mainly Anglo merchanis
lawyers, bankers and politicians became known as the Santa §s
Ring. The conspiracies of this group included land speculation,
seizures of cattle ranches, public lands, niines, tre
manipulation of the Indian Burcau and Monopo SREN
tracts. They controlled the territory's courts and government, The
Ring consisted ol people such as Stephen L:ki president of the
First National Bank of Santa Fe; Le Baron Bradford Prince, who
became Chiel Justice of New Mexico in FR79: and Thomus
Catron. Catron himself accumulated some two
land and another four million in partnership through his swindles.

Because of growing Chicano protest 1o the land thelt o
federal government in 1891 finally csta wed a Court of Privan
Land Claims to settle land ““disputes’ in Arizona, New Mexico

o

a'la
ghacomples process 1o

on acres of

+

Nt
oy



LE

»ddas pue padojaaap PEY SSE JuRydIW UBdIXOW 3yl s,0p81
Y ag asyiour auo Woly pajejost Kpaneps aiom 1Isamyinog
DU UL STUDIDAY Furyeads-ysiuredg 43 ‘uonexsuue s10jag
‘udlrRy JoUNSIp
CHIL WOyl wlosued) o uoissarddo a10ass 11943 pue ‘srdoad
SR A FUOWR $255R]0 MOU O 1udwdopaaap oy 11saMyInog sy
PU2JSHUOUO0D Jo pud oy} patinbay 1 ng ‘sa019ap 1378213
Ol uonexauue slojaqg PRSI siudwapp asoyy Jonv
‘s)stpenden uedLpwy-o(3uy sy

P By e onuoLiodxo oY) pue saduInfjul uepu ,oocm:kus:m
SN ystuedg sy jo SAIXIW B sem 21nyno 1=y pue ysiuedg
Sem agRNBUL) uoww o AR tsieak gog 10) PaAy pey sioisaoue
Jlysuresie ue ‘eruiofien) jo awalixe WIdYInos syl o opero
S HADYINOS pUr 001X MIN ‘BUOZLIY UI12155Mm 0} SBX3] u1oisom
HUS WOd) Suiynians eote upe Ul pa1enusasuos ‘1samynog Yy
HEPEAIISOURdIYD 000007 uBY) 210W AIN1U30 3y jo wim M1 Lg

saaddo o SUOIPUOY Japun padojasap Uotym uorneu e arom
: & onur L10a aunm ‘Y3noy .mu.:mtouum.wm:u [euorjeu
Lo SHDHOD HOUwWoD B Ul paisajruewr dn-ayeus [eo130joyoLsd
FRUOTODA *A10111D) ‘adenfue| uowwos e yim 3pdoad jo
PaAL0AD A[ROLI0ISIY,, B SB ‘uoneu e se 1913280;
. s aRioad ouediy ) sy ‘uonexauue ‘g FULMO]j0) simak
S ULIsENGIeg oy w sadueys JAISSRW 343 JO 1jnsa v sy

doleu suediy) ayy yo duidio g

JOWdSKs 2au9 5y) 1240 paydwniin wsiendes
B2 3Y1 Jo wa ayy Ag “wsirendes uiapow £q 19419803 1y3nouq
DY Jo siawepnes pieadoeq Ajeoiwounns pue paiy
otadid oy un srwouoss IALSDYOD A[aanie)al e suieoaq
NOS 9y popuedxs Ajisea apen pue ‘lyjo yowo Him
09 2w vonemdod Jo siajuan UL "popuz 1samyinog elif]
H HOHRIOsT Y1 sjuswdojaaap JHUOU022 383Y7 Jo ynsas e Sy
SIMINOS Ay ur Ansnpur apnen 341 01 18004
PoaaRdoospe sprodjies mou UL 's1npoud jeinjmouge 1Byio
i npoad OIROS-2FIN) SE [jam Sp ‘1s9myInog A noydnony
coede Apyoh OS[E uonanpoad uonon ‘spunod 0oo'000‘y
CHIIO0T sy g Lq mg joom jo spunod 000°86Y paonpoad
: SO TO9RT Ul 1samyinog 243 03 pJIys uononpord daays
SUISOL8L AN &Y 6761 ul spunod | I+°879°0€8 01 $£8 1 ur spunod
OLUTO08 wody pasesiou BUOZLIY ul uonpnpoid raddod “sainsnp

21d0dd ONVOIHD FHL 40 AYOLSIH

9¢

-ut 31q 1511y Y1 Jo 2uo sem Supurpy I1samyinog Yy ur paremuugs
31om Ansnpup pue wESSE::aE 1Isfrendes .:smﬁ B sy .

. 15amyInog ay
Jjo ﬁos.uo,a 243 1oj 350 243 01 s3ayIeW 343 dn psuado uoos muz_,r
BY1O BlUlOjIRY wiRYyInos pue BUOZLIYy ‘odIxapy MIN .ovﬁ&omv

Mm:u:n? ‘se8op serq UM 12AUa(q Bunosuuos $21N01 YInos-yj10u
Uofe 1ing azom 18113 434 ], “soynoy 3pen pro oy 3uore jing asom

PU® s110d 31 ‘z¢- O ysn .
-E.QE 1Sowr Padojaaap ,EEP.:«U Eu:muww_—h .M_ hﬁ W%WMM_WW A
, uamo%n Ajpides p[nos wsyreydes 'Y s, 0.81 a3 m: umP.sﬁzom
ﬁum 1 woayshs PeOIjIRI 21y Jo uononnsuos luanbssqns ay
n cwwmx _M._ Tem 111D oy 5o PUa ayj 1ayye Aluo sem 1 .o>2m..~:w=
.Qo_o\,.o %go_% QME nw:mz.:um Sem ‘puey #YI0 2y3 uo ,.mmEo.EmU
mzowzﬁ o va 1 1nq L1d3aers o uado A11ess] axom S9LI0YLLI;
ooz IXSIN maN ayL .aoﬁu_é:ou Y3 psurof b.:x:
A3 pue deys SAR[S ® sp uomn oy 01Ul pantwpe sepm .mm.xo,r

.

1q Isamynog oy Ul 3313wwos pug Suiyoue;
1siiendes jo iuswdopaaap 3[BIS-{InJ 10§ Aem ay3 pa :

UBipuy pue ouedIyy oy woy puey oy o uonsodsip oy

(TNt e

e s o .




FORWARD

annexation rapidly accelerated this process in the Southwest .
Modern communications and fransportation linked up the

Separate settlements. A clearer distinction between town and

nQ:EQ emerged and the overall economic life of the region grew,

New Mexico, Arizona and the border areas of Texas and Califor-
nia developed as conquered and ‘‘colonial-type*’ areas. U.S.
capital investment, primarily East Coast capital, in these areas was
very similar to that which was put into the northern Mexican
€conomy at the same time. Arizona and New Mexico were
developed primarily to exploit the vast mineral and timber wealth;
the large-scale ranching and later farming grew up ‘with many o_,.
the characteristics of the previous patriarchal ranchero and
hacienda systems. zmzcwmﬁclzm was not introduced into
Arizona and New Mexico and the border areas unti well into the
20th century.

The particular way capitalism developed in the Southwest is
also reflected in the classes which emerged from the Chicano peo-
ple. The landlord class was largely destroyed since their large
holdings were taken. Some landlords and Chicano merchants,
however, developed into modern capitalists closely connected to
the Anglo interests. Miguel Otero, for instance, became part of
the Santa Fe Ring. He later became 2 vice-president of the
Atchison-Topeka & Santa Fe Railway Company and director of
businesses and banks throughout the territory. His-son was ap-
pointed governor of the territory from 1896-1906.

Other Chicano traders and merchants develo

ca . ped as a small
petty bourgeoisie concentrated in some urban commercial trade

local industries. An intelligentsia also ¢merged as teachers, jour-
nalists and writers. o

The vast majority of Chicanos who were formerly peones and
small farmers were transformed into Pcasants, wage slaves and
Semi-proletarians, who worked for a wage part of the time and

38
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worked their own land at other times. Dueto the land grab tens of
thousands of small Chicano farmers and herders were forced to
become tenant farmers or sharecroppers having to lease their land
The wage workers became laborers in the mines, railroads and
ranches of the capitalists.

All of these various classes, though, developed in a restricied
and distorted way as they emerged under the domi ,
Anglo-American capital. By the Tate 1orh century,
American capital was developing into ity monopoly s
s0 strong that the Chicano bourgeoisic had exirenie
developing. The discrimination against the Spanich
the Chicano intelligentsia ar o disadvaniage. ¢
workers had to work under a dual wage svsiem: o Y ¢
Anglo workers and another for Chicanos. Inthe 18507, Arizong
Chicano miners received $12.50 plus some grain per month while
Anglo miners made $30 per month,

These restrictions inhibited the development ot the ¢hic
people, but at the same time also contributed to forging them
together through a common experience ol oppression.

At this point it might be helpful to summarize some ot
general history of the development of modern nations 1o
the development of the Chicano nation with other exper

Nations, as was pointed out previous!y, are histo
stituted communitics of “language, te tOry, voo
psychological make-up manifested in a common o re.

For most nations these features existed in some form under
feudalism, but generally speaking it required capitalism (o],
full national characteristics. Stalin uses the history o e
the U.S.S.R. to illustrate this point:

Georgia came onto the scene as a nation only in the tatior
half of the 191h century, when the fall of serfdom and the
growth of the economic life of the country, the develop-
ment of means of communication and the rise of capitul-
ism instituted u division of labor beiween the various
districts of Georgia, completely shatrered the economic
self-sufficiency of the principalities and bound them
together into a single whole

The fall of feudalism and the development of some nations at
the same time meant their conversion into independent nation
states. The Gauls, Romans, Britons and others became

39
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two states into the rest of the country. Anglo capital had tried to
‘exterminate the Indian and Mexican people of the Southwest, kill-
ing them, placing them on reservations, stealing their land or
dispersing them into Mexico or the rest of the U.S.

On the other hand, these processes welded the Mexican people
into a new nationality, the Chicanos, who endured common ex-
periences at the hands of the Anglo capitalist conquerors. Their
former settlements were linked together. Their territory was taken
over and exploited. In their areas of concentration in Texas and
California they lived as *‘despised peoples.”” In Arizona and New
Mexico where they formed the vast majority of the population,
they lived as a colonized people.

The Chicano people never forgot that fire and sword had put
them under the brutal rule of the U.S. state and kept them there.

Il. The Chicano people
from 1900
to the present

The rise of U.S. imperialism in the late 19th century had a pro-
found effect upon the Chicano people.

For one thing, the U.S. imperialists steadily tightened thefr grip
over Mexico. U.S. investments in the country controlled its
economic life and, along with domestic reaction, contributed to
the ruin of millions of Mexican peasants. Increasing numbers of
Mexicans migrated over the border to survive. The great Mexican
revolution of 1910 was directed in part against the Yankee im-
perialists and involved millions of Mexicans in struggle.

The rise of imperialism also resulted in the intensification of
national oppression for the Chicano people in the U.S. Racist
campaigns were conducted against the Chicanos. Chicano and
Mexican workers in the U.S. became a significant sector of the
working class, and were brutally exploited by the capitalists, All
of these experiences led to a heightening of the consciousness of
the Chicano people and widespread struggle against their oppres-
sion. (This aspect of Chicano history will be covered mainly in
Chapter 111.)
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Francisco “Pancho” Villa, a great hero of the Mexican Revolution.
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workers (70% of the total migrant force) traveling back and forth
across the state.

These newly arrived Mexicans settled almost exclusively in the
borderland areas. Ninety percent stayed within the general areg of
the Chicano nation, They settled down next to their Chicano
brethren because they spoke the same language, lived in a similar

treated the Chicanos and the Mexicans in the same way. Overa
period of time, therefore, the Mexicans became amalgamated with
the Chicano people. Within 3 generation or two, almost ajl
distinctions between Chicanos and Mexicans disappeared
Thus the large migrations of Mexicans actually served 10 help
build up the Chicano natjon. The migrations increased the
population in the historic centers of Chicano concentration, rein-
forcing the common language and culture. Rather than dissi-
pating over time, the mumsmm:-munmmwsm Population in the Sout.
West grew over the decades, The Chicano population swelled from
over 200,000 in 1900 to at least 1.5 million in 1930, ““The tendency
of mbmimr-%umiam people to concentrate in the Southwest ap-
pears to be permanent and cumulative.”*!
This Mexican migration should not be seen in the same way ag
the immigration of other peoples to the U.S, The border over
which they crossed had been unstable from jtg very beginning
-when set up in 1848, Crossings were made back and forth regu-
larly. Border warsraged for the three decades immediately follow-
ing annexation and again flared up in 1908-1925. “Ngo Mexican is
really an ‘immigrant’ jn the Southwest. The key to this distinction
is to be found in the nature of the ‘border’ which separates Mexico
from the United States — one of the most unrealistic borders 10 be
found in the Western Hemisphere, 2
It must be remembered that these migrations were into a ter-
ritory that had been a part of Mexico and taken from her in war.
Many in Mexico had never really reconciled themselves to the ap-
nexation. As late ag 1943, maps were still used in Mexican schools
which designated borderlands as “‘territory temporarily in the
hands of the U.§,*3 The reminders of Mexican heritage were aj]
around: the names of geographic features (Rio Grande), city and
state names (E} Paso, Sari Antonio, Colorado, New Mexico, etc.)
among others. L
Along with the large migration of Mexicans into the South-
west, Chicanos and Mexicans began in 1916 to move out of the
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Southwest into the Midwest and other parts of the COUNtry. ,
of them were first recruited out of the mc:::,,;i to work in 1 :
sugar beet fields in Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota m:a.,om:&,
midwestern states. Others were recruited to f.:,r. on the rail Mv .
and simply stayed on in the Midwest when the :smm had v\mmm n:ﬁ?
pleted. Also due to the labor mrc:mmm. of Warld CSM M,.u -
dustrialists attracted the Mexicans and A,:_c:.::.ﬁ f rhe &,ﬁ(..:t
cities like Chicago, Detroit, Gary, St. Louis, ,m/m.:ﬁﬁ; City N
Pittsburgh, By 1928, 20,000 anwnm:m,m_ﬁ Chicanos lived in
Illinois. They were forced to take on the dirtiest and w:écﬂ ;
jobs, live in barrios and received the worst education, med
social services.

HISTORY OF THE CHICANO PEQPLE

Outside of their area of concentration in :Eimo::ﬁzmﬁr these
Mexicans and Chicanos became a :m:o:x_, :::::,m V.oAS :Em w
on, the Chicano and Mexican mm:_E:a_.:m i the big _.::,..H M.,.E w ¢ i
continued to grow so that today, Q:‘nm:cm N:E‘ ?Fy._rw:ma:_:(..f
significant portions of the population in many midwestern citics

National oppression

The turn of the century also witnessed a :Qmw:cﬁ:.:{m of i
tional oppression for Chicanos. From 1908 10 Gu.,: i w_,::m‘:,,u ar
broke out along the entire border as the ._.a<s:_m:‘5 ook “,ih.umn::w
Mexico. No one knows how many American, Chicano M:ﬁ Mexi
can civilians were killed during :E,.fd years, but msz.ﬁm,fh i
anywhere between 500 and 5,000. An article in an American jous
nal at the time stated:

The killing :f Mexicans . . through the horder in these
Jour years is almost incredible . . Some rangers have
degenerated into common man-killers. There (s no penal-
ty for killing, for no jury along the border would ever con-
T . i 2 ra ; .
vict a white man for shooting a Mexican . Ce Reading
over the Secret Service records makes you feel :\Ec,.ﬁ as
though there were an open game season on Mexicans
along the border.*
The New York Times stated in a November 1922 ma:o:mwr
i i ion is so common as to
“‘the killing of Mexicans without provocation is so ¢

ass almost unnoticed.” . . -
g Then in 1929 the Great Depression hit the U.S. and the entire

capitalist world. Tens of millions of workers were laid off; wages
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,Oaamaaw. especially those Wwearing “Zoot m::“@ WQM%M wwww% Mmm:%

Movies and off street cars, poj;
. Police j
bress encouraged these racist 2“.“”@& only the Chicano victims. The
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Over ww»moe cotton workers went on strike in 1933 in California's s
workers lsa

Murder trial. The r i ; :
- (5
chauvinist oy, press .wn:mm:n.uzmrmma the event ang launched , Joaquin Valley. On October 10, when growers ambushed V.
Npaign against Chicanos portraying them as *“‘crime ing a meeting the police called it the “Pixley Riots” and arrestad ths
- strike leaders.

defendants were convj
victe
the Chicano and Unomnmmmmmpﬂmamﬁ But ::owm: the efforts of the so-called ““Zoot Suit,” The Los Angeles riot sparked
then had received natjong| m:g?oaw:a. the entire case, which by similar attacks against Chicanos, Blacks and Pilipinos i other
“lack of evidence. The §] 10n," was thrown out of court for cities across the country, including San Dicgo, Chicago, Harlem
the official vmann.::oz Mw ~Mnnm~~,&m £00n Case became 3 symbol of and Detroit.
¢ Chicano people, At the same time that the Anglo capitalists encouraged these

attacks on Chicanos, they brought hundreds of thousands more

nm‘nﬂ :NO i H vy . N
paign. MMWw:WMM”NMMMMMMMWHE:@Q by a racist media cam- | Mexicans into the country to fill the labor shortages caused by the
Chicano barrio of Los Angeles m:muam fampaged through the war. The U.S. government put together the *“bracerc™ program
Chicanog they could get a hold of e acked all the young under which it would contract Mexican workers to labor in the

Of, especially thoge who dressed i U.S. exclusively in the agricultural sector. The Department of
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oppression. Their brutal treatment by the Anglo-American

nd revolutionary potentia] in the

onal movement ip the

- The strug.

Ome a prominent aspect
. of the
€xperience and cultyre of the Chicano nation common

Resistance to annexation

Soon after U.S. troops Occupied the territories of Nuevo

Meéxico Washington 3 i
, Ppointed Charles B : itori
governor, Led by José Antonio Mart; o ﬂo.co y hag

posed domination by the Church und i
er M
named Pablo Montoya, Mexican and Ing;j

30 prisoners were executed. .
Thus began 30 years
the captured territories,

im»ﬂmmqﬁ%aﬁcwmw:o:m mgo: during the first years of annexation
uan Cortina. Cortina was the son
: : of a fo
landowner in the Brownsville area. One day in 1858 he EMM_:M

of resistance to annexation throughout

HISTORY OF THE CHICANO PEOPLE

i

his forces even swept down and captured Brownsville

replacing the U.S. flag with that of Mexico and deme ‘
for the people. In the following years Cortina ¢ rmed an army
several hundred rebels who fought and defeated time anc
again the Texas Rangers and the Brownsville militia. i
forces virtually controlled the area trom Brownsvitic 1o kia
Grande City, an area 150 miles in length.

Cortina formed a secret organization, Las A enilas Ao
Black Eagles) in southern Texas and issucd proclamation fo
Chicanos to join it and demand that the rights guaranteed by the
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo be respected. Cortinawas eventual-
ly chased across the border by U.S. forces led by officers such ay
Robert E. Lee (later of the Confederacy), but his exploits were
memorialized in many corridos (ballads) throughout the region.

During these years of Cortina’s activities in southern Texas,
Chicanos in New Mexico and Texas waged three “wars™ apainst
Anglo land grabbers.

The Ef Paso Salt War of 1877 was a popular uprising against
Anglo speculators who took over previously public salt beds near
town. At that time all but 80 of the 12,000 inhabitants around £)
Paso were Chicanos. When the Anglo businessmen hegan to
charge for the salt, the Chicanos rose up, kilted several of the
businessmen and wrecked their property. Government forces
retaliated and a number of Chicanos were shot and several more
lynched. Antagonisms over this incident lasted long after the
uprising was suppressed.

Later, the Colfax and Lincoln County Land Wars broke out in
New Mexico. In Colfax the Chicano and Indian people resisted
the Santa Fe Ring's accumulation of land and for months open
battles raged between the forces.

The Lincoln County War (1876-78) was similar. The **War”
began as a struggle between the Sania Fe Ring and ather Anglo-
American capitalists. The ensuing struggle engulfed the local
Chicano population, who opposed the Ring. A man named Juan
Patron helped organize the Chicanos to fight the Ring.

Later in New Mexico, Chicano peasants organized in several
areas against the encroachments of the large landowners. In 1889
in northern New Mexico, peasants formed Las Gorras Blancas
{the White Caps). This was a secret organization which fought
against the fencing off of common grazing lands which hud been
used by the Chicanos for centuries, They also fought against at-
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Through the 1850’s and 187¢° i
s California roduc
MM M:m: T“oaa, Joaquin Murietta, ang : eamensud
€d as “‘bandits”’ and *‘des i
. perados’’ by the Anglo pr ¢
Chicano people they were heroes who stood up to the woﬂmwhm_%

, : he Chicano population iy

- Eventually Vasquez was ca
t
death. Before dying he declared: o

nnmmdma of what | considered my ri
v.m::oa. I believed that we were unj
rights that had been ours,”’3
By the turn of the century many Chicanos had ¢
tact with m.oﬂm__ﬂ and ant-imperialist jdeag
Wn..%%%%%:omm m.zn.w as £l Plan de San Diego. Issued by Chicano
naries in Texas in 1915 the manif,

dependa? ol . , anitesto called for the “in-
( : gregation of the States borderi

Ican Nation, which afe; Te, : i rizonn. Co

W are: Texas, New Mexico, Arizon
and upper California, of which states the Republi o Oomoam%_

robbed in most perfidi
be ous m
poriaon! anner by Nor

. This wag reflected in

cm:%na of “Equality and Independence.’
Bazm\m M.Mo:v M:Mﬂ putout £/ Plan de Sqp Diego was com posed
small, icano merchants and stor
. an ekeepers
been ruined by competition from big, Anglo c:&:awm _,EMMMM&

The struggles of the Chicano proletariat

) Inthe 1880°s 4 new class of Chicanos
ing class. Formerly peasants

» this gave rige to further Struggle. The Chicano
d heroic history of
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HISTORY OF THE CHICANO PEOPLE

struggle against exploitation and oppression. Their struggles have
often been both part of the Chicano national movement, as well as
part of the struggle of the U.S. multinational wor ;.

One of the first workers groups that was formed was organized
by miners and railroad workers in the [880°¢ Calied Los
Caballeros de Labor, it was patierned after the N Fahor,
the principal labor organization in the rest of the v

A maindemand of Los Cubulleros de Labor was For anend (o
the dual wage rate. It protested the system which gave Anglo
workers a higher rate and Chicanos the so-called SMexican rate.”
This sytem was designed to reap superprofits for the capitalists
and create a division between Anglo and Chicano workers, The
dual wage system was a part of a larger svstem of national
privileges which the Anglo capitalists used to oppress the Chicano
people.

Los Caballeros also demanded that Chicano lands be protected
from robbery by Anglo land speculators, ranchers and the large
railroad companies. The railroads were some of the largest land-
holders in the Southwest. They controlled some 150 million acrey
throughout the West.

Chicanos formed Los Cuaballeros and other Chicano labor
organizations because reactionary labor bureaucrats, who con-
trolled many unions, refused to allow Chicanos into the unions.

During the 19th century several mine workers’ and ranch

workers’ strikes took place, but the first major struggle involving
Chicano workers took place in 1903 and 1904. In 1903 Chicano
miners struck the mines in the copper fields of Clifton-Morenci,
Arizona. The miners had been organized by the Western Federation
of Miners which had socialists and other revolutionaries in is
leadership. In Bisbee, Arizona, in 1903 Chicano nietualisios
(mutual aid societies) led a strike of 3,500 and massive demonstra-
tions of workers and their families (o support the demands of the
strike.  Frightened by the significance of this gres 1
perialists brought in the national guard to suppress the workers, In
Los Angeles, hundreds of Chicano railway workers conducted
several strikes against the Pacific Electric Railway and the Los
Angeles Railway,

Around this same time, revolutionary ideas and theorivs began
to influence the struggles of Chicano workers. These influcnces
came from the developing socialist movement in the LS., s weli
as in Mexico. As carly as 1894 a paper called £/ Garo was pub-

¢, the i
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Two large strikes broke j
: out in north
early 1900°s. in 1906 thousands of Y

1970.

children. Nine of the victi
. € vicims were Chicano This s
. . . s slaugh
@Q.ms.w known as the “Ludlow Massacre.” In the tw et
*ozos_zm.rmm:mcxm,i e s

s and received s
ort —
port from workers around the country, many coming into the m:wm
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This woodcut shows the persecution by the Diaz regime of the Mexican
Liberal Party, which was founded by Ricardo and Enrique Flores Magan,
Librado Rivera, Juan Sarabia, Lazaro Gutiérrez and other
revolutionaries.
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Mexican workers as harmful to American labor.

>
3%
i
X~
A5 e » Y
3 Chicano workers thus took steps- 1o orgaiize themselves and
i » s 5 . o P
ez their brothers and sisters from Mexico, “ln Loy Anpelesiin 1927,
m,, 5 workers held a convention and formed several labor unions under
mm La Confederacidn ile -Uniones Ohroras AMexicainas (OVIOR {The
Tx Confederation of Mexican Workers” Unions): [ts purpose was 10
ey . W gl . v B B
S8 organize Mexican and Chicano workers in the United States, fight
oD S . ) . .
o 8 for -parity with Anglo-American workers, eod’ the dund wige
] L : : L
B~ system; ‘and end discrimination against Nexicans and Chicanos.
oo Within a year CUON had 3,000 members in 20 Jocids,
The Confederacion de Uniones de Campesings 1 0breras
‘ Clntonss ot N exican

Mexicanos (CUCOM)Y {Confederation of
Farm Workers and Waorkers) was soon formed which focused on
agricultural workers: 1t helped dead several imporiant strikes iny-
cluding the Imperial Valley Cantaloupe Strike of 1928 A number
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eader of the 1938 pecan shellers strike in'San
Antonio. The strike was successful despite the lear gassing, beatings
and jailing of over 1,000 picketers.

Emma Tenayucca was a'f
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HISTORY OF THE CHICANO PEOPLE

Most importantly, however, were the actual conditions of life for
the Chicano people. For the masses of Chicanos, nationil and
class oppression held them inchains, and it was inevitable Thiu
such oppression would-lead (o rebellion.
In 1960 Chicanc.carned $3,000 less per vearin family income
than Anglos.Per capita-income for Chicanos was $96%. and
$2,047 for Anglos. Twenty percent-of Chicanos had white collar
jobs while 47% of the Anglo working population:ield white collar
positions. Compared 1o 7.5% for Anglos, 29. 7% ol all Uhicanos
resided in what the governmentitsel fdesignated as “over-erowded
housing,”” and 9% lived in ‘‘run down or ramshackle housing™
compared to 1.3% of the Anglo population. Inthe Southwest the
median number of years of schooling for Chicanos was just 8.1
years while it-was-12.0 for Anglos, ‘In“Texas the median vears of
schooling for Chicanos was only 4.8 vears.
The Chicano popilationsutfered continual police Hardssment
From the 1960 to the present, dozens of Chicanos have been
murdered by police in the Southwest Hundredy of thousands of
immigrant Mexicans annually were being deporied. Faced with
this pervasive and all-éncompassingsystem ol national oppression
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Dallas, Texas — People protest the police murder.of Santos Rodrigugz.
age 12.
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The Brown mm:mmm played an important role in the Chicano movement of
the 1960’s, particularly in the struggle against police repression,

no.,ma:wmam. there was an upsurge in political activity among
Chicanos in urban areas. Many Chicano youth began to form
groups such as the Brown Berets and Black Berets. Inspired by the
examples of the Black Panther Party and the Cuban Revolution,
they formed to protect the Chicano communities from attacks by
the police and to stop the fights between Chicano youth from rival
barrios. The Black Berets which formed out of Albuquergue, New
Mexico, put forth a 12 Point Political Program which included the
call for ‘“‘self-determination and liberation for all Chicanos in the
U.S.A.”" and ‘‘community control of our institutions and land "'
They supported the struggle of the farm workers and Chicano
peasants and opposed the U.S, imperialist war. Point Six in their
program demanded, ‘“U.S.A. Out of Viet Nam, Latin Armericag,
and Aztlan!”'? (Aztlan is a term popularly used to refer 1o the
Chicano Nation.) The Black Berets were one of the first contem-
porary Chicano groups to raise the struggle as one against
capitalism, upholding armed self-defense and armed struggle as
necessary for liberation.
Another important political development during this time was
the Ear. and development of La Raza Unida Party (LRUP) led by
José Angel Gutiérrez. This was a .mass organization, first
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formed in-south Texas, which called for Chicuno independerns
trom the Democratic and Republican Partics,  This was «
challenge to the long tradition ot support forthe Demacratio Party
among Chicanos, a tradition that went back 1o - Roosevells MNew
Deal,

The LRUP grew rapidly throughout the Southwesr :
acouple of years had over 100,000 registered members and svmyps
thizers in the Southwest. La Raza Unida focused primarily on run-
ning Chicanos in-local elections and insonie ilics <uceecded
electing s -candidates 1o office. S Within L RUD: ;
weresome strong differences overits direction, Chicano business.
men and merchants composed one main current of the organizu-
tion. They proposed that LRUP become a pressire voting b
which, in return forthe Chicano vore, could wiing soie concue
sionsfrom the bourgeois partiess Thevunderstood S Chicano seld
determination’’ as Chicanos owning their own Busine ;
electing Chicanos 1o publicoffice instend ol Snvios

Inopposition serovolutonary: currontat one ol
that the enemy ol thic Chicano people was imperi BEALE
struggle of the Chicano people was for self-determination, and
that freedom and cmancipation could ot beachivved
system-of capitalisi This current became a strongs {ored with
LRUP: Thisinflucnce wasevidentatthe 1972 national convention
of LRUP in El Paso: With over 2,000 delegates from throughou
the Southwest and the U.S., the La Raza Unida Party afiertwo
days of debalte rejected the "voting blov' path Later that vear
LRUP adopted a program which bepan with the words, ' La Raza
Unida Party proclaimsthe people of Lu Razd 1o be anation within
anation endowed with the right and obligationto struggle for self-
determination.”’® This theme became a dominant sentimentin the
Chicano movement and was expressed in most of the demonstra-
tions and marches of the time.

Chicano’students and youth were some 0f the most active
forces in.the 1960°sand 1970%s. In 1968 several thousand Chicana
high school studentsin East Los Angeles walked out of the schools
in the famous ‘“‘high school blowouts.”  They protested the
discrimination against Chicanos which wastiormal policiin 1)
schools, against racist teacherswho regularly disparaged Chic

J

i

history and culture; and foranend tothe * tracking system which
kept Chicano:students awayv from college,  Undericarhat all the

Chicano students demaded ‘an end to a school sysiom w

f




e

o i

UD)IZY 3P up)g A Jo ’
dotdopeay) o1 doLd panssy sem WIS 1154 |, "snoned A1euon
TRHOADL UL SOALISWAY] PAf{ED Oym SOUBDIYY JUIIBJJIP JO Iaquiny
B AQ PANSSLSEA JUDLUDIRIS lueriodul 15410Ue 33UB19jU0) wes
SV JIaas amo Jo tjoad ay) pue (uawysiund pue premal)
SOUSHE 0 HOHEUIWIDIIP ) “Tem 10J:531p0Y 1N0 jo uopezIIn 0]

15eMyInos ey Inoybnoly;
ynokoueonys o} sidwiexe jueyw e ies  snomoyq,, sy ‘suoneziuebn
AUURUWOD pue ‘Sisyoee) ’sjusied woy oddns pastesel sjuepms ey
WeISAS [euONRINDS BYY U] souenyd Aq paoey USHBUIILIOSID pue wsioel
Buipus ye pawuie eiom gggy 40 . S}nomojq,, jooyas 4By seppbuy so7v eyy

o)

AU ONVDIIHD HHL A0 AHOLSIH

9L

‘ZL61
‘osed 13

Ul poy Ayieq epjun ezey 87 J0 uonueauos feuoney — sexo;

®

$po03.mo jo uonexe; 241 ‘spuey] ino jo sfesn 21 U0 SUoISIoop umo
SHoNRW M — Ajteoninod pue Ajeoruicuoss ‘Alperoos “Klreanymd
~m93d] pue Snowouone uoneu e, uouBUILLIgISP- 135 10) pajen”
Apondxs yomgm UDpIZY ap uppg s paydope aidoad Ajunuwuwod
pue s1ajiom ‘stuspnys ‘o4 puesnoi; _Su\,um ‘6961 m‘mm DuBI)
HOD IS Ay "OPRIOJ0)) ‘1aaus(y u-prey ERELEEEHITVe RIFTHT §
OUBdIYD 241 Je passaidxs Al8uons sem 001 juaumuas SIyy
“uoneuIuLIEp-jias 104 puewap ay Pastes syuspnys sy
Fdnags I3 Jo Aurw Up cenuopyen pue ‘OdIXaN MaN ‘sexal
‘0pEIOJO) Ut sasnduies uo suBreduen JueUIU paf puw ‘Kojayiag
‘Bulojien jo Asiaaiun SHI e 3188nns 1uolq uonesaqry PlIOMm
PIUT 341 U1 3j04 Suipesye pafeid osje S1uapnis 93sy10a o:moEU
Siuspmg UBdLIdWY -uedixapy Paiun) Svian pue ?c:mw_nmw._o
ymox cmutvE<-:§_xu§v OAVIA ‘(uepizy °op Q:muEU .E:Sm
ST oatAo A SYUDIIW oy — PoWwIo] s1om m:m:mwim@.o
{1004 pue juapnis OUBY" aaIssarfoid JO Jaquiny ¢ J.muk.ﬁsom.
41noy3noays suonoe AB[IUIS pue sinoyem Y1 jounsaz v sy
i BIBIS o1 U Sjuspms 383y100 jo a8eyusorad
B2%01 341 pue sajenpesg 100438 Y31y jo agejusnsad 1samo| ayy
‘BUIOfHRY) Ul 9301 modoup 159431y Y3 saey 03 souediy™y pasnes

AQAVYMAOF

s it 5




FORWARD

We, a nonconquered people living in a conquered
land, come together hoping that a plan of liberation, a
concrele revolutionary program acceptable to-the entire
Southwest, will come Jrom this conference. Subjected to
asystem that has denied our htirman dignity, our rights are
also being denied under a constitution which we had no
part in formulating and. more Jundamentally, ihe rights
protected under the Treaty of Guadalupe Hida
have been violated.

We are oppressed first because we are Chicanos,
because our skin is dark. But we are also exploited as
workers by a system which feeds like a vulture off the
work of our people only to enrich a JSew who own and.con-
trol this entire country. We suffer double oppression. We

catch double hell,
cow Wewillnot attain what is rightfully ours, or our

democratic right of self-determination without havingto
overturn the entire system . .-, 10

lgo

A high point of these activities was the famous Chicano
Moratorium Against the War held on August-29,/1970,in East Los
Angeles. The march was organized by a committee made up of
revolutionary and progressive Chicanos and was one of the largest
Chicano demonstrations in recent times. The march was called to
protest the war of aggression in Southeast Asia and the fact thata
high percentage of Chicanos were being drafted, killed, and
wounded in the war — a much larger proportion than the average.
Chicanos made up 20% of the front line troops in Viet Nam, while
they made up 3% of the U.S. population. Over 25,000 Chicanos
marched through the streets chanting ‘“Raza Si, Guerra No’’ and
““Raza Si, Guerra Aqui”’ (Chicanos Yes, Our War is Here). The

peaceful march was brutally attacked by a force of almost 2,000
police and sheriffs who Killed three Chicanos, including Ruben
Salazar, a well-known Chicano journalist: who ‘was shot in the
head with a tear gas projectile while sitting in a cafe. Hundreds
more were wounded, beaten and arrested.

In response many demonstrators stoned and fought the police.
They put dozens of police in the hospital, and burned 12 squad

cars. Demonstrations against the killings went on for weeks
following August 29th.
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ﬁxrﬁro BoEoQo:wmwo:ammxmnwo: August 29th still fresh
in their minds, some 300,000 Chicanos ang Mexicans came out
just two weeks later on September 16 to celebrate Mexican Inde:
pendence Day. This was a massive sign of resistance to police ter.
ror.. People held up ‘signs calling for ““Chicano power’’ and
“Remember Ruben Salazar,”

During the 1960’ and 1970’s Chicano workers also led strug-
gles, including some of the most important labor battles of the
time. The most well-known of them are the farm workers struggle
the Farah clothing workers strike, and the 1973 Los Angeles furni-
ture workers walkout. These struggles were against both national
and class oppression, and were noted for the high level of political
consciousness, militancy, and determination of the workers.

In 1965 Chicano and Mexican farm workers, who constitute
the majority of farm workers in the country, joined striking Pili:
pino farm workers in Delano, California. This was the spark for

Committee, and later the United Farm Workers Union. Tens of
thousands of farm workers would be m=<o?oa, ina decade-long
struggle to unionize the unorganized agricultural workers in the
West. The farm workers battled bosses, police, hired armies of
thugs, and the gangster leadership of the Teamsters union. Severa)
farm workers were killed during the struggle, and hundreds more
were wounded or jailed, The struggle eventually received national
and international support, especially when the workers used the
boycott of non-union grapes and lettuce as a tactic against the
growers.

Through the campaign thousands of people actively helped
Propagate the cause of the farm workers and helped in the support
and boycott work. The farm workers have achieved a number of
successes, though the struggle is stil] ongoing and is difficult.

The farm workers’ efforts to unionize was at the same time a
struggle against national oppression. This is because unionization
has long been denjed to many Chicano workers. It is no accident
that the majority of the states in the Chicano nation are right-to-
work states. As a result the farm workers also actively supported
other Chicano struggles, such as the land struggle in New Mexico.

Another significant strike of Chicano workers during this time
was that of the Farah workers, The two-year long strike against
one of the largest clothing manufacturers in the U.S. took place
deep in the Chicano nation, in El Paso, Texas.
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o i i kersin €1 Paso, Texas
n 2600 Chicano and gmﬁnma. wor X
Wmﬂwﬁn:mwwwmu:%mmmamn the Farah Ew:EmQE:«WM@Qm:%%%xﬁmﬁ”mmﬁw\mmﬂm
i ir victory in v
strikers were women, Their ﬁ,n y.in :
mew%ﬂ the capitalist “right to work" policy in the Southwes!

The strike for unionization began in :&N mna. ncws_:wmﬂwwmmm
workers; 98% of them Chicano mnﬂimx_amm, w:\_n .~Cm 1 :“ ﬁw,,ﬂ
women, walked out -of 'Willie Farah’s Emw:? WW,M%WM ‘,, mm:mm,
$1.70 per hour, and not a single person had received any !
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ORWARD HISTORY OF THE CHICANO PEODLE

IV. The Chicano people

DoDEme 3
EXgrie today and their struggle
235833 5 for liberation

The Chicano people ‘in their ‘areas of concentration in the
Southwest form adistinct nation, but'a nation whichis oppressed
by the U.S: monopoly capitalist: class. The oppression ol the
Chicano peopleis seenin everyaspeci of their lives and in turnhag
created a deep revolutionary sentiment. ~The struggle of the
Chicano people for liberation is-a component and imnportant pard
of the'struggle against the U.S. monopoly capitalist class and for
socialism.

Communists have the task of fighting national oppression-as {
part-of the proletanan revolution.  Communists must strive 1o :
unite with the Chicano national movement, lead it in & revoli:
tionary direction and unite it with the struggle of the working class
to-overthrow the monopoly capitalists.” At the same time, com- :
munists mustlead the workersmovementtosupport thejust sirug- §
gles of the Chicano people up 1o and including the right ol self-

determination of the Chicano nation.
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National oppression manifested in every
sphere of life
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Today there are between 10-12 milhion:Chicanosand Mexicans :
in‘the U.S.,; and 85% of them continuc 1o live 1 (he Southwest
where they have constituted a stablecommunity of people forhuns :
dreds of years. The overwhelming majority-of Spamish=speaking
people in the Southwestare. U.S. born. The core of the Chicang
nation is New Mexico and southern Colorado,; but alook atamap
which shows the proportion of the Spanish surndmed population
by county clearly shows that the Chicano people constituie g
majority or near majority ina continuous band ofacrritary alo
the entire border with-Mexico: This band gencrally constitutesthie
Chicano nation.
The vast majority of Chicanos in the Southwost oo
hold Spanish as their native tongue, Thisisthecommon langunge
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FORWARD

wholesale trade and construction rather than manufacturing or
banking. Of the Chicano owned businesses in 1969 only 30
employed more than 50 employees and only 15 employed more
than 100. In tontract construction there were Justunder 400
Chicano firms with Bross receipts ol more than $100,000, eightof
which have earned more than a million dollars. In manufacturing
there were just over 200 lirms with gross receipts of over $100,000.
In finance there were 85 with over $100,000 in Bross receipts.?
These figures show that the Chicano business sectoris just a mere
drop in the bucket when compared to the billions in superprofits
that the monopolists extract from the Southwest in the form of
mineral wealth, agriculture and manufacturing,

The masses of Chicanas {(women) suffer the triple oppression

of class, nationality and sex. Like women throughout the Us,
Chicanas receive substantially lower pay for the work they do as
compared to men, but Chicanas are paid even less than Anglo
women. Almost one-half of Chicanas in the work force carn Jess
than $2,000 a year, Proportionally more Chicanas work than the
national average of women and most labor in nonunionized areas
inlight industry, light assembly and service work. In Californiain
1970, almost hall or Chicano women worked. Nearly 43% of
Chicano families were headed by women living close 1o or below
the official poverty line,

Chicanas have had (o face anespecially brutal form of oppres-
sion in recent years in the form of forced sterilization. In Los
Angeles, which has a very large population of Chicanos and Mex-
icans; a number ol womenwere forced 1o undergo sterilization by
threatening therm with deportation it they refused, or by making
them sign clearance forms printed only in English, or while the
women were.under sedation, or even while the women were i the
middle of their fabor.

Chicanas have also had to deal with the particular restrictions
which the Catholic Church puts on women. Most Chicanos are
Catholic, and this religion fosters the ideas that women's place is
in the home, and that women ‘are meani to be'the docile 1ools of
men. “'This has contributed 1o the idea and practice of
“machismo’ which has kept the Chicana suppressed < tied 16 the
nursery and kitchen. The Chicano movement ol the 1960's and
1970’s dealt sharp blows to these ideas, as thousands of Chicanas
fought against national oppression, as well as against their oppres-
sion as women,

90

HISTORY OF THE CHICANO PEOPLE

But the struggle of Chicano women did not gmm,E in ::,,, 1 m,vmwv,m,
I started during the first days of _.??:::ﬁ 1o ~w.fr%,:::i@w
Chicanas took partin the Taos uprising, v the defornse ol Vg
cesy Murietta and Cortina; as well asinthy E,?: r:iw ¥ W,a,/,
W the 1930's, especially in the aericultural ﬁ?,rrf J.?:::,._ ke
Emma Tenayucca plaved animportantpartan the San ../Egsﬂi
Pecan strike. " Chicanas also plaved an .:E::::: :Lq i ::”
Enipire Zince Strikein the 1950, This tradivion was carricd ;:. 3.
Chicanas in the great Tarm worker, Faralv and othier strueeles ol
the 1960°s: . Chicanas played - important and L
Brown Berets, in the MUECHAS nthe Alionsg )
Unida Party History has shownthat the m:.f_,ﬁc I8y
unportant ‘and component partoof (he Chicano
itheration.

i
o

Tasks of communists

mfnv £nem i £t \ ::.a:.m. ; N LS |8 FERLRI AN ,Q:;:L_ww,
8 10 L —vﬂ.:__ 151 IERERIRER R ww
% SRR %,

Jasss i They areresponsible Tor plindering :f,w SRIS i o
southwest, for thedon history ol the suppression ol et ::;:_m
people and:for their conunuing ::w,::.é.m,zrén:m. a_ f__ :rwzm ;%a
capitalists “are responsible for _:.r, vicious p.:::.:.:;w: wr? r

against. Chicanos and thedemcaming ol their culiare ::;W M:W.;:VZ.
. This national oppression is an infegral Dart il ::w, f :m:,,
perialist systemy U hias been sthe source .:. preal profivdar the
bourgeoisie = the big capitalists make Billionsinm
superexploitation of :Chicano c..:.?;% . o

The'bourgeoisic hay given some privileges 1o Aneloworkors ww
the E?: of - making Enghish an olticial lam : shid
fostertng disdain forthe Chicano peaple; vud A : aa
areaimed only at benchiting the big ...:ﬁ:VG::::.W.,,?‘ The w,:.;w% 5
of Anglo workers have no stake in preserving national Gppression
i ialism,

m:ammwwmh,w:w::mo:m_ working ¢lassand Ec Chicano .ﬁiiwc rmwa
acommon enemy in themonopoly c,.::yi.f C::. ,:,:N the erﬂ
throw ofthe imperialists avill the sufTering ol the Chicana i

orking people be ended: L
,,wag%:w_u:%m”m solution to national and class :E,‘:.&fg :w. Mmr
U.S. requires the victory of mcnwm:zé and the c.,ﬁxr.:iw:5%%3 um
dictatorship of the profetariat, ‘w,.:_x new .,‘,zn,w: Af.??w:t,:t ; M
out exploitation and achieve genuine equality for all nationalities.
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won. It will be realized inits most concrete
the proletariat makes revolution, destro
structs ' socialism: Under socialism 1]
Qm:ﬁn&@ can be attained, including the realization of the rights
self-determination for-oppressed nations:

But it is possible that this right may be w
before the victory of the proletariar,
domestic crisis, a-great revol

and genuine way whe

1€ most: complete and rés

on in-some for
War, international ag:

utionary upsurge throughout the s
Or some combination of these may result in the Chicano peopk

being able (o win some exercise of the right of self-determinatior
Of course ay along ag imperialism exists, this self-d
could only be limited or distorted. Thig cannot be used though, a

a.reason not (o uphold fighting for sell-determination as ar
immediate demand;

While communisis uphold the
communists must also have their own opinion whether Or nota
particular expression of the right is advantageous o the pro:
letariar; Upholding the right of mm:‘.aﬁawﬁm:m:o: does no
Presuppose communisy support for secession or any other speci
exercise of the right. Communists decide on their position taking
into account the overall conditions of the proletarian struggle and
how secession or whatever other form of the right would af fect this
struggle. In"other words, the right of @m:..mmmmnimam:o:“ as with
all democratic demands, is subordinate (o the general cause of the
proletariati;

For instance, it socialism ‘were achieved in the U.S, ang
bourgeois elements in the Chicano nation wished to secede,
weakening socialism and the proletariat, communists would have
a responsibility to agitate against rhjs specific proposal (o secede:

right of mm:..aﬁmﬂsmzmng,

, that oneis
against secession for the Chicano nation now and in the future, is

ght itself and to leading
revolutionary path.

Some specific questions

The Communist Party USA: The Communist
(CPUSA); as part and parcel of jts revisionis
neglected the Chicano national movement.
for Chicano liberation ig similar to th

Party ‘Usa
m; generally has
The program i offers
at for other minority na.

y$ imperialism and co: |

eterminatior

HISTORY OF THE CHICAND PEOPLE

tionalities. It pivotsaroundtrying to “outlaw”’ racism, ande
ingaseries of liberal-reformisi programs1oaplin

demands, the guestion of political pover ! :i e W.Mmf,ﬂ;«,i:. W:,
hiberation throueh revolutionary strugples Ihe CPLISY PONes
dangerto the Chicano :wc,AG:G: becauset!
“hics copledetenseless
MJ«MHM mwmsmu icano peopleinto reliance on s ot Hii ,.,E«,Ew -
politician.: The program o the CPUSA offors only g ,,,rx:w,wmzﬂ | ,M
the Chicano strugule, because it leaves :_f:_&ﬁzv_:m ié,_:m ¢ w%?
society by the ‘monopoly cssm::?;u Phe O f.?./, M_.ﬁ.ww_ﬁz.,
dangerous because i (ries 1o hide 7&:2 :ﬁ.:;,zéu& ,,M.“”,X.UE:
Leninism and revolution; and because :‘ seeks :.v :w. the ¢ .:, ;
national movement into an alliance .2::,25 social-imper
Soviet Union. It tries (o do this by using C :7?) i

The Cuban Revolution of 1959 mmm.::i Batista ;:,ﬂ !
perialism naturally has much prestige amo w,..m:,.,ﬂ ZMW,W”MWW?
speaking and other people in e ,,,«d,ia_,:»:G:ZM“ZW.ﬁ:: H
CPUSA attempts 1o manipulate this t«af.&m _:. WL SHIPO
their own fine, for the present-day ageression of
and-into support-fortheé Sovie :::6,

Genuing communists z,:z _‘?.ﬂ.v:,:»w:, L0t
tional movement have the mcix:;}:.:w ol exposing andde
the poisonous dotivities of the CPHSAL

thetace ol

On nationalism: How should commng -
Communists-are internationalisis: they mcc:wg..i c“w;;, \Mm,a.w ‘
struggles of all oppressed Umon_.mm ,f.,:u,?f ,c:,n M:M d wa ww.;‘ i
eventual goal is world 83:9::(%3 with an nu: 1 ,:, 2,,;
boundaries and divisions. But this does not :.F;,:m”, ' :‘.\_Mw,n.:
communists do not recognize mz.a ?.EE: nationn M,,w:,: hes :.:3
of progress, and make a distinction between reaction: Vo

ionary nationalism, . o
3<%MMO_\HMHWME~:E: ol imperialism ; m\nwmn:ﬂ:::.v. mm.m;ww‘,u M”
tionalism aimed at perpetuating exploitation E.i*»é:iwi SEEE R
aimed at keeping the masses of :: E::.n,.yﬁ: :mﬂ::;“w i
supportthe criminal bourgeoisie.” The :_m,“ m:w..\ qHMM?M,Z, ; ]
paign and ‘*America: Love It qu Leave It areexample
tionary nationalism in ::w C‘m,,:im%‘i .

MESEIEY :m:wC:x sentiments w .
R<%Mwﬁwwwwﬂ‘ These are the sentiments of the oppressed peapley

thed

bosre progressiver g
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