
ftil ilobs $upgement

;from th.q'lttica pri$olr uiri

prisoncrs st'rll workine ror p'rose* toio"- ori' #vconcd_the ,nil h"x ;;;;:r%iTf.H ilr-,3:llffi."13:"rt:t;"* 
t#tr 

*H*comrades who have fo* T 6tto"!si-i;'G #door r"nor.i; itA;;;"r;;riuia*#ryl ;lh;;*, bft orc yard and thus exposed theticc' sccon4 it is cssential f9r gs o1 6-t i"sai [ -o" s.drJ9l,:;r;fi; I ;grr,. 
"rt." ii. ;;;H to the guns of the state. They wereundcrsand the tcssons of Attica" u"o p"tit* uol*c.'" nilt u.dir ooi il J:1.^:t:t'.^,yry. ,r"ogrrt"rra at trc hands of thc sarc porice andffi:i:q::f i*[l:i!"i.'#[tr'; Hs,'j#:.:H$"'#mffi'",!,:::ffi i$T,ffih,H:ind,hose guns r'orrv.oieeEPrescnts a symbol of rcsisunce and the birth or 

"ot to an impohani e*, o. ngrrlr*tea in.o ' sirid., leaving tbe prisonen vurnerable by oota grcata prisoncn' movernenl a riot ano takiover o?lrttio",-or F!- ffi; p-ioiif,r,",n in rhe yar4 the radicals and leftTo appreciarc the cvcnts at A$.c1it is first ir.irai"gDy"td"E;;;fi,hcrcueuilnwai iJ,tffru'ra.rmotiiizcdthe.reniiurprog*r_nocessa4f !o put them in oroper political and his- noiprarfiea tvfr. ;il;ff lr"i.ni *a--.rn': iil .'iih*rry in New york city.-These peopletorical contcxl Toaav mi"v onionF-"il j";- Jirfuy orgioil;li#ffiil ioto 
"--.or,nuo.. *d tir. rlr"a ones of the nrcn iniide could haveti* as notlring more than I -cop's bullet in"the i{Jr.Ba-;" *-**tir'iJ#""i1r * to;'il;i irliJ,iii"a rhe prison in a non-uiorint vig' untirback or as cndlcss ycars of rncariingcss;orh;: oiiiroia" suppori was o"gigiUte. it was resolved. Moreover, due to a long andnrnt That's bo.rgeois justicc' w*=^:r th; tt"tb; " ilc rcuciui!-i;;;tr'# to bc-aware 

"r idiv cltrencrrca radition of oppomrnisn4 theu'+99a wcre fighting for is prolearian jusice, oiir "'cat,ci;., ;a-";-#;aparcry caic-J ffitdid;'", p".scs.s tre capacity ro-dcfend people;3::,il:il:'#,h:r'ff 9ffi$;5:;r"r"ii+:*nn:fr ii$llifi #t$i*::^m,r*,fl,Ji:f r:srf;,scnts' Thcv wan'd us !o sce tbcir t"'o"uioi'"t 6"li pruv. Thtr;-d ;! iiua""",r-ugr, o. ,,,,*, c"".'-li"iro" n*t"r.irii'tir"ir!il'iile courd gctfiT#;#,Ti:*ii$H'ffi tr'tr;i#ffi+;i:ffi:"ffiffhtffi STT:ilH.ffi.ffi iln*:*.rrmiu,aryarasr- TheAricauprisingwasaspon,neousevenrlt rorma-tton gi-an;;;;t;"r9r.1pq uy,r,i -r['" ilr" implemenrcd by the prisoners ofbappened bccausc rbe matirial- conartioni-ioi i-.i*n.tr- rn.r. 
-J-olr"itishora- ae"i.Ji eftrrilou,n rt exposcd d1s nrked violence ofrcsistancc were ripe' Thcrc had.Gn;;ft; tiil"," r,o*.conscious-rl.]?"roo"., wcre of ttc sdJio^a complacent putlic and raised pris-sndv gmups in niost of thc major *dc-i6; oJt.yrr"*u.1riffi;ft;#fut a decp revei ;;;;;""sness to a higher levcl, was politi-prisoncr consciousness naa p-1"ocvqr$tr ;; Ji""*a.r.t"oaio; a, 6 ;l; *os ncccssaq/ ro car defcat_ano a very cxpensivc one ar thar.point where the cntire oooulajo.n could'act ; ; ;;or* tncir featnisscrl* ". 

- _ This i, noi to say thar Dyard prisoncrs were allsiDgc fist sam Mclviltc' an,19* pt'**i, i'"i " fil-gu*r", t"". 
"onsistca or [berars like iilii ri* were borh _positive and negativebecn publishing a little undcrgro"ita g"n." l" r-i'wi.t., oi o. iii"* iirilrrrr, **41.ffi ;ili; ii tte up;sing. In ordcr to grean theunoa bv hand' with as manv 

"rito, *ri"! 
"r n" diil.a "tg;"i;-fk;i#ioi*n *t j;.4; tsil il**o we musr examine rhe ncgarive,could make' It was callcd ttt;.tct9.ns' - ill?iu ga]ou6;;.-;-;;; succes-sful ir, 6*"iili'"sscs, in an effon to ransform weak_wcll-thoug[t-out demands 99 #; 4* ,rp i#ii 

"r.*i*itd.;il,[ni" ;ount or puuG *i. iilir*ngrh. That,s what the stmgge is arand submired !o the s*te's-correcti-oot uu*"ul gpil; io rr*r'oi ti.]"i## or" 1","'rr,.o: ;;ilt'ei," rearn, fight somc mor', rcam sonrccracy for resolution' when no action was 
'nken 

ylra nceaca 
"r.i o.o 

"""#;;p"o 
No othe-nor", aot so oD untir victorv.

':. :i '
i,;

rs
.pr '3.'*,H"'m:;"T,:v.erq" lt;T*;ffiT#Hffiffi;$ ffi;ip#eg.And thc ka did nothing touprising u Attica corrcctional 

-Faiirirvln *tl ili,.lping .rtt n u-"r plooi-p-'#i*, .qu ii tiifii 
'ii.n -whe-n push came b shovc,il'ttThhlT'if#.H,t9'.ffi"tr ;;T"h:li*]t#,"$:1.::,1ff:',^leJ-! g:" o-c starc or9 Fr obacrvcr team b crcar the!o Esh "wbv ur Anica oav?" ftcn are ;;:' dl#ffift;T;'T,iiif#ili ;irs",ffsl1ff:xff:ffl*i,rgjsevcral good rcasoa* Finr it is imponaor r"i o-""i",,c,fi..-;;;;;Trali an ,t""* 

-o 
iri*".iirhese obscrvers, the same men whofffiriT.HfHtgf*33"lff.** fi:i'""d^;;-i';il;1;.?Ay. Ar or tbcse had been chamoioning rha c'ro nr,hr --i"^-^-

See Anica Day, page g
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On Scpt. 13, twcnty ycars rftcr New

Yort state troopcrs gunned down 32' dcfcnsebss ptisflrcrs in dle DYard of dre
Attica Corrcctional Frcility, prircners in
New Yct, I{aryhd urd New Jcrsey wbo
ontinuc thcir cdnradest srruggle against
political rcpressior and brutal conditions
will cmmcm6a& the Attica uprising by
refusing to panicipate il any activities,
MIM priso comrades say.

'In collabaatio wirh the New yqt and
Nc* Jcncy pisocrs (whom I ccrcspond
*ith) wc (dl soldicrycqnrades in trc pis-
os) wil Dt go b school, worlq sbop, er.
ct Scpt 13, tl99! in commemoratitqr of
Aaic4'e Msylsnd fisoner writes. "We
wgrt to give boocr b lhe mafiyrs ard war-
rias who srftrcd and re scill suffcring,
under the $rpprcssion of the Amcrican
Fison systcdr.'

Pcople on the oubide will rcmcmbcr
Acica on Scpt" 13 as well: a wstef,shed
crEnt in a turbulent pctiod of Ameritan
histfy, lhe ugrising and srbeequent mas-
srre produccd big hcadlines and moral
qrtrage as Amcrikans got a tarE looL ar $e
rcalitics of their criminal justice system.
Commerncrativc cercmonics are plamed in
New Yqt City, Butralo, N.Y., Washingon
D.C., ad Ann AbG. MI.
. But as liberals, shocted by he butality

d ttc stale that w"s expoced in 0r Anka
qlassacre, gear up to commemorate the
ryrising dut left in its wate a rail of guilty
consci€fces, blccding heats and rcfonnist
prornises, prisonsrs in cootact wilh MIM
bave ore mcssage for the would-be rcfam-
crs: nothing's clmgcd.

-Or the questim of the Auica rryrishg,
ir's the same sinrati6D oa,er and over. Just
thc timc and place Ire the only differ-
cnces," a mitlwes prisoner writes.

Liberals vow reforrn
ln 1972, the New York Stare Special

C.mnissiqr on Anica,4pointed o inves-
tigate ths slaughter, concluded, among
cher Sdngs, tfiat ovcrcrowding, inhumane
conditions, and lack of educational and
otier rehabilitative programs were at tbe
root of the uprisinS.

'If dte stae is io take seriously ie stated
commitment !o r€lEbilitation, and not cus-
tody alone, dramatic innovation is
inescapably necessary," the Commission
said in its tepqt, hailed by the New Yort
Trmes as a'buperb dcument, sweeping in
scope .,. an Egent call for correctional
rcfcn."(t)

Some of the r€forms recommended by
fte Comnission and other liberal crusaden
may have filt€red inlo the prison sysrcm
over the last 20 yean. There may well be
more 'lehabilitation" programs and the
pretense of more prisoner input into how
the institutios are run, There may be morc
lrb training, and more intricare gdevance
procedures.

Cenainly, the Deparrnenr of Csreciions
(DOC) and some reformisi prisoners'
rights groups claim to have made greal
sfides, The New Yort Sr^re DOC is cdn-
memorating the Attica massacre with a
speciel fopaganda mckel on the improve-
ments it has implemented in the prison
over the las trvo decades. A special prison
tolrl for int€rested rcprcsentdives of the
modia is rlso in the worts.

hisorss, on Src cfba hand" say dre sp-
Em of gurd hrality and miserable living
ooditions rcmains thc same.

'Tbc oppr€sson bave gorc so fr as to
name A-blocl South Africa, and they
thriw on oppressing, beating and living up
to the cxpcctations ther the opprassors in
Solh Aftica rcpresent " an Aaica prisowr
r'Idc h a btfq to MIM in Aucust.

tnperialism doesn'l itop for
bleeding hearts

But wte$er or not the'dramatic innoya-
tion" caled for in the afremuth of dle mas-
*a 4turlly took place ovcr the la:r 2O
)'€ars is not really the point. Thc Auica
trisonas in l9l were not asking fc the
$rl of rcfqms libcrals then od now ae so
.nrious to implement in order to make
lhem.?lves frel better. Tbe Arica prisorrcrs
recognized 6e crimirul ju*be sysem as a
pwcrful wcpon in the arsanal of the cryi-
Fli(l class, and they wanted to tum that
*rapoo o dtck oppressors.

'We have discovcred ... thc frustration
d negotiating witr a political systfrn bent
on genocide," the prisoners wrote in a
statcment srnugglcd out during the weel
fdloring the massrre.

'Klllings are being conmiued not only
in VietNam, but in Bengla Dcsh, Africa
and South Am6ica- Is it not so that our
Declaration of Independerre govidcs that
when a government oppresses thc people,
lhey have a right to abolish it and create a
|rw government? And we al 'Anica' and
rll rcvolutionaries rcross the nation are
a€rcising dut right! The time is now rhql
all third watd peopb rlnowledge the true
opprcssor and cxpose him to the
wortd!!"(2)

Whatever the
cxtcnt of prison
rcform, prisoners
still crperience
the same political
rcpression and
<hily burality that
tiggercd the Atti-
ca upr is ing,
because capital-
ism still rcquires
trisons to p€rform
6e same function
as they did 20
yers ago. Indeed,
as U.S. impcrial-
ism is Lueasing-
ly challenged by
its imperialist
comp€titors and
its Third World
oolmies, its inter-
nal syslem of
repression will
only become
harsher.
Same repres-
sion, differenl

decade
Direct criminal

justice cxpendi-
tures for state.
fcderal and local
governments in
the Unired States
totaled t7.5 bil-
lion in l%8.(3) In
1990. fed€rd aDd
sale prisons alone
spenr $15.4 bi l -
lion just to oper-
8te their existing'
frilities, a figure
tbst docsn't

rc{xmt for 6c S35 nillion slated fa fed-
cral dson constructis!, thc hundreds of
millions statcs at spending to deal with
tnh rapidly inceasing poprlation of pis-
orrs, c tbe massi\c crpeDdihr€s on lcal
Fils.

For cxample, New Yqt City albcated
$70 millim on jail qdarions in l9l, up
from $120 million in 1981, while New
Yqh gate, which has ope{pd 27 fisons in
the past serrn ycan, will ryend t3 billion
for priscr op€rating and cmsoction costs
in fiscal year 19G91.(4)

And in cesc anyoNre was harbming any
illusbns, lhc consi$ent increase in pnison
funding over the ycars hasn't been sunk
inlo dcccating prison cells, It's being spent
oo rEpression, in all its rraxied fcms.

Wben the al-white staff of Arica prison
guads stomed tbe yard on SepL 13, sever-
al yclling'savc me a nigger!" the racist,
imperialisl i<bology underpinning Ameri-
ta's prison sys€rn was hard o overlook-(S)

New Yak Trmes associale editor Tom
Wicker, a quinl€ssential liberal, had becn
inviled by the prisoners to observe the
events that transpired in D-Yard" and he
dutifully reported, wih a healrhy dose of
mtral odrage, the blatant r&i$n of the sit-
uation.

'tCctainlX the situatiqr in D'Yad could
not be separated from the rrcial divisions
and animosities of I society throughout
whose history the black-white line had
bcen as irsrrnourtable as a Berlin Walt of
the nind,- Wicker croae in his book-lengdr

prisoners lined up to bc run thmugh tunnels bech to theirlnd prison gurrds
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reforrn
i roctltmt d 6c utrising wtich he rbdixred

to -lhc dcad al AEica""(6)
C,:arccting the rrial bahce bas bcal a

Firnc trrgct of fis rcfmirrs oa thcycars, wracted rs ftey rcre with white
gurl in the afrcnnadr of Atrb, gld strk on
tlr misatcn belief 0|8t r ftw mac dart_
rkinned people in pig uniforms would
::nqry mate things be[cr. A wboFing
2% of Atdca's 600 guards d€ now non_
white. But the cola of theh skin does notprcvent $cm fron bcaring urd barassing
tte pisoners.
. SiTil4y, mrcb hcmr *as exgcssed in

thc Ncw yort Sane Comrnissbn'i rporr ardE bhrant cxploitaticr of fisoncrs'- hbm
rcfledcd in their sal8d6 of 35 cena a day
g bss. Icr roday, ifter 20 pan of inlla-
uon, prisoners' srlarics rrnge from 9g
9orp I day o $631-cxccpt for dre lucky(Jd tiny) pacartagc of drw rtnrcd by rhi
iatc to wcl for pri\aE industries. iTrev
lct r .op salay ofg2524 adav.

But rhe mo$ clling conpirison of the
Fcscnt wid| the pas is that the prisoners
Sat p.putae the Arica of l99I aie pulletl
from the same class and the iame
opFessed natioru as werc tbw behind the
prisor's ban in t9l. AlrbouSh there are
no rvailable gadsdcs m the income level
of Anica prisoners, aheir educational
lcvel-a fairly accurate barometer of
class-has rcmaincd vinually lbc same
ova the las 2O ycas. DOC sat'rstics show
that 80% of the l9l prisot pqulation had
not compleled high school compoed with

curr€nt pq|l of tllqE tban one million.
rwcnry ycars lafcr, tbe capihtists have

lT 1*r $ghr of-dle benefis of tcepng arlbstanlial numbcr of people frorr'thesegtottpd Dcarccralcd-
oDvery prison is Atti.a "

, -That the explosion occurr€d first atAttrca was probably cbance,- the New
.Y_oit State Codmission wrote in its rcptrL'Bul &e elements for replication ar€ aU
t$d.*: AtriB is cvery pison; ard e\€ry
fison is Anica--(7)

Such stirring words wcre meaDr to
n5lto-and did, in faL ingire-a wave
oJ relorm-that y1'ld prevenr the replica_
um they forctell Bur the level of violence
in the prison sysbrn today tcflects the tail-
ue of reform effons. The Commission's
wrning still holds rue, as does the wan_
ing trey didn'r utler. Just as fte condidons
dt:l *y*d rhg Anica prisonen to rise up
$iI exist, so do the cqdidors that caused
the slale lo shocr thern down. And it hap
pens all the time.

De+ite thc lack of rerolutiorary suppon
cl the oubide, or p€rhaps because oi-thar
lack of suppon, prisonen still reson ro

Althoue.h.there rre nany examples ofEccnt upnsings thal derDonstratc dle fail-
gf olgg dccades of prison refcrn, rheMay l99l uprising a Southport Conec-
ttoral Faci.lity, another New yort saateprison. is.panicularty cornpelting in iGalmost ocrie ccho of the Attica saip an asmaller scate.

Southport prisonen scized contsol of a
frson yan4 tmk hosrages, isted a ser ofgncyances and derunds for morc humane
gxrdirigns, and caled in media observers.
lne pnson admini$radon negotiarcd withrnem tor 8 day, ahen celled in the sble
Tm.pT.!. rcrake rhe prison by fcce.(E)
And, following the pittcrn ol evenrs arAtttca, prisoners invotved in $e protcst
w€re subjecFd to s€verc re&liatio;l afterthe T.V. teams left(9)

- 
A repm.issred in June by the prisorpn,

ugar sefinces of New Yct silat€s:
- -It is clear thal jusl as in the aftermar} oflhe Aeiq uprising. 20 years ago, no plans

loT..t'e for thc provision ol-appropizrrc
meorcat care or other necessary sef,vices
fOlgwrng qre et4!B orure uffig. rcsuti_mp I m-uch nee<lless slfiering by inmaes
wno bad nothing to do with the distur-
bance.-(10)

At Atrica,_immediately following the
massacrc, pnsoners werc forced to strip
and run through 8 gaundet as guards bdt
Oem $.tO nighbricks. ln the weels follow-
ing, they were burned, beaten, shot aDd
&nied medical ce€.(ll)
_ At Southport, prisoners wcre beaten,
denied medical care, forced to live in
gossly unffiiEy condftiqls rod submit !o
several clher forms of abuse in d|e *,aets
following lasr May's ufising.(12)

Unfcunately, Prisoners' Iegal Scrvices,
an oryanization ffrned as a rcsult of the
Aaba uprising, mfined itslf to rbemE
son-of r€formisl conclusions in its r€pod
d| Southport as the New ydt $ale coot-
mission did in its report on Atrica mqe
educational services. better medical car€.
expan@ visitatirn rights, etc.

risking their lives
by staging rcbel-
lim and protes8
in altempts to

:1 resist and chance
A tbeir oppressiie

condi t ions.
Acccding to the
New York state
DOC,2,849 Ani-
ca staff members
were involvod in

I ;"#j"#, '';;i:1990, more than
15% of whom
reported some
sorl of injury
related to lhe
"incident." Fo-r
example,  MIM
Notes 43 and rl4
reported on the
IvIay 1990 murder
of Attica prisoner
James Charles, as
weu as he Fison-
er protest and
guard retaliation

; that followed.
. " Nationally, the
"' frequency of

prison uprisings
also rernains high.
The June l99l
edition of Correc-
tions Compendi-
um l ists 138
'inmarc riots or
disturbances" in
Ole srale and fed-
cral prison sys-
lcms belween
1988 and 1990,
mosl  involv ing
wcll over lO0

Insoncrs.
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Liberals and refanners wbo intend o use
Orc 20$_anniversary of the Attica upising
!o push for mce rcfams or celebrate 0rose
0lat have akeady be€n made would do well
to look at wher€ refcms have goden pris_
cpn over he lag 20 years.

-These b,rodren whose lives wer€ taken
by_Rockefeller [ex-New york govemorJ
and his agents did not die in vai-n. Whv?;
the Anica prisoners wrote in their srirc-
nent following fte massacrc.

'Because tlrc uprising in Af,.ica did nol
$arr here nor will it end here!"(13)
_ To continue the r€volutionary struggle

that the Atdca prisoners *ere'a pari-of,
tiose boah outside and inside $L walls
must adopt a revolutionary straregy. TWe{-
ty years I'ater, thal much should bc glaring-
ly clear 3o those who would like !o co|Jnt
themselves in solidarity wirh the Ardca
qnsonq! and the prison srruggles tbar con-
UnUe todav-
Nda:
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\ during tliis pro*o o.y ,f* rtgertedty dubbcdendberren

ttQ

D.a. Srarc polhc s$st& sh*
B!odside frc yd"

F r"ikrd;-riffirb y".L s"I r trltt ot {imauilr. iactudi
liring cooditions, layacotvagc tu Fison |sb6, poss

a nor-inperialisf coororr fur Srircnu.dh, ad aeaesty-iOl6irtr&g',* "i*r *vrru
,.sptl- ridr Fi8oocrE atd prism

ryacdrprudsc dahmrl tt
inclode rnsesty, .Ners ftat

gTad Wllign Qrirur, foriuoC duriig thcAtcover-anl grrcn<krro<t by fnc pr,grcrs
dut h€ cetld gct arcdlcal ia,c, tras
r lcev6 giffiIs 9f ri:t of frc.d€rh

ty witfioul tbe piomise of ano
rcject tbc conpmnire trryosal"12: ecrrrcrs prlead rittr-Cours
Osra$ i*sues a atst@erg b Eb-

Hlint frcsr to fttcasc Ue tosices
coqrirqc nagodrtist oD .,
rd-.- Obecrrcss tirir rtre yarl
:fclbrrefi$ca bcome .
Utl 7riFr.u. Osryald rcads rn ulti-

ryyn I trrc prisoncrs, &itin8 rbem to&leE thehdagesard"lob q,ith m h
ord€r lo tbe'faciliry.' IIe

a rqty within tbe hoir. Tlc
crsdiscuss fte drimsun, Oolv
s io- fayor of accepting it fn
to llrcstall dr &rpcruing asaprisoncrs bring cijtrr UtiicfoUed
es to ibe crtwalts.,Fighf risdtss
bbird 0re r vith tnives a treir

t-" Sun foogcrs @ gas or D.
Iroro ltcllcoptr. A.i+L fcre of 2il
foopcn begh frirgAun 6c rcof&
live mirutEs of bavy fte, 32 pb-
brd lO hoaigc$ fc deed c

!ftftEod8.re rerded, ,.
Ittenoo" PIiryt guds rcSair

the gisor a"d tr:in to tor&€ ttrDprb-ers, sme in prblic. rore ln rliar.
uk'Big Black-.Srai$r. a tergei of *p'BiS Black-.SrBiltt, a tesde; of dle

lg, describes the .rft€rmalh of .$e
EsacrG in_ a rcleyision documenery:
hey rippod our clorbes oft They oni€
ctael fi tbe grolnd lilce rrc sere ani

Tals.j- And rbey hy nre m a tsble, and
Fy Fs, m€.9 qy resticles. Aad rbey

Y__m Filh cigEredes and oroppeit
dpllsan rne..- They ser ry a gam-ftt

ry tte.$tway zU rley Urofe'gtass rq,fu q$t" of ilre halr,"dy erd-rbe-v n;
Pede run thoogh-d}e gaunder. Tli€y t

re. on eel side wil} rbe clubs tbey
f#cr sricts sld lhet was tcarinil

*r f97L The l.Iew yat( Srd€ Spc-
Cbomhxion oo Adica rcleascs'irs

calling fu massive reform of
slgem.'.!trrdh rhe cxccption d tbe
|rlesaacres in lhr lat€ lmeteenth

Srtury, the Slaae police assauh w
:nqg tbf fonday prisol uprising
lh? bloodi€d oee&y mcoonier beir
Americans riace tle Cii,it War..

wwffiwtw"
Jl:kTi,#{hrA.dr@.H8F
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I
I|lf ]$bs a At 0rst t9gt <} pago 8

*1css l1e -r 
y" hcus fa wlar hap

ryl:d ol Scplcmber rhe ninth, t9?l irAruca. And I don't sce how tess over_
1o:gi corild sotve snything. A couple
ol mont!! ago they had an incidenr tlattr.aq)ened-here d uroltEr pison near Elni_
f. New yat lsqrilrpon Fison] and one ofue qlestt-ons that camc up therc was aquanon ot ovcrcrowdedness.

scc, overcrowdedness tends to be ancrsy way ort fa sone folks ro look at stufi6 o?pgsed !o having !o deal wih Ole rcaIconortion^s that affecl prisoners and
fl[|:5tl, lro insead of rcalty dealing wirhne probtem which calls fc people-O do
y"TTS concrcEty, tlrcy say, oh, over-cmwdedncss. Ifwwoeoncss. It Jou keep saying over-crowde<tness il allows fq ccftain bqisla_legisla.

Atil- Aljondi, a former Afica prisoncr
TJ,Tq T lhc {ry's assaurr on Dyard, isuf.chi€J ptatuifr in dre suir- MC67 gote
rirD Atjundi by parooc last noth. Below is
afrtill tralscript of tb inrrvic*.

$IltI_: Wlut is your hopc lor rhe ou_
corlE oIIrE Fial?
. fljryd, Wc rcvcr Fil our rru$ in the
Jl}daral systro, bot wc feel wc have orrc of
tbc be.{ sds 6at's bceo pllt rogether, and
{.r! gan pr! fordr our si& of he case, Ifrink tbe jury wilt ftrd tbn cuilty.

VIIltl: Thc Nc* york Stari qicia! com-ilsston that tnvcsrigatcd thc circym-ttuccs aroytd the uprising conclydcdura por corrditions such as owrcrowding
ard idlcncss was thc rptivation bcdnZilE upnsing. Is rlrat th. casc? Would eas_
yng ovtrcrowding and improving condi_
a2y ryc prcvcnted the uprising fro mtaking place?

Alirrdi: I do1 ftint ovsctoqding or

Prs t9 allcale nlore money for dre 6rilC_lng ot morc jrils and more prisons. Andarce.]lou build a prison or a jail pu musrpopularc it" rc more pcople gel taken offne. streel as opposed !o dealine wig ahetEal problem.
.MIM: Do thc samc problems etist in,nc.pnson system oday as cisred at Arti-ca in I97l?

WA-il;-ifr'. ""' qE rouDo rmm t s,"tc
Pao!/

,_l,jyji,Aranytime.pricrror{rbaandffi f #SHff J"HtXr#msnce atoca, any prison can {o up. rhili *fr"iiniip"".O is rhe stare hasMIM: h peru, scverat ieari ago,,the. 6;;; ffi#o*u,a. $€y,ve gor aBovcrnment massacred sevual_hindrcd d;;;;X." o, *, rhey,ve doneprrsoncrs who wcrc membe,'uooist 
iny nci,-iinri'*"in"^oI ''n' more inblliSence' more invesr'igations' anct tninoso 6;;,-;r"*;;'d;:,i:ff3 . :"S'T._-jy":l"l"l"gffft*. ; ;;tas taLen over severar orisorc. odfreed unit"J-Girr"oia lol of levers as wehundreds of prisoncrs. Ttat mav be'.a i; d*ff;.ffi;'oy *u, *" wonl be, brncry from what can haooen toioy in,ihe ;;;;fi;;fi. I b|ow we can tearnuniled srates' but its iitttct,ng'to.think a; d";&ilf'orner forces o.tside the

#:[];r: ^, " 
strons orsanization on ,r!rng]. *t$;ru.n,r gor ro rhar $aser,ryunaii -v.ear.. sadry, we,re *'L,h"r ffiiffi ffi il: *."jLlfuTf,a:-sraSe in rhe unircd Starcs. Sec I til t* I .frtrIv|, ih";i;;ons snoutd be drawns"LlEd$i.nHff .e jEfrf f 1r.fir#!,i"3::w.;"#',;:;,

Bence_ piogram agains gro'ps and individ_ b. eted'; kil f* il; ;;i i; ffi:uars oeemed subvenive and danhe uni,ed st'; s;';;;;fif3fri:f; ffiX.}tr#H,HH""..moe time.there pas a saong prison morr- sale can be vicious.ment in $e Unibd SlaEs, ind lha move-ment was as scong as the respective move_

Uprising
learned from Afiica, too.,

Tbc chss.rtiro grit bioegil by thc &i-ct prsocrs againsr fancr Nce yqt Stdc
:jr..bgn 

qmnrssi'|cr Rusell OsvallronD-er supcrintaDdant Vimot Mancusi
tlro tormcr Assistant Depdy Supqinlen_
l?lKut Pf€{-*rc up ii rinaiiat 1rs_E" rysem f6 17 yaanFjs rlpdulei ocomc lo ri8l latc this mm$ il Butralo,N.Y.
. Alrbough a ftdaaf judge mlcd in tgtgurrt tDe estrt! of fcmer New yort rtafrgoruac Ncbon Ra&cfellcr @uld mt bcncrd accountable for atc massacrc he

g|l"*d, lb" suwiving prisoocrs will Fy
H:11g g gT"i.! be rhree rcraainin!
ancodants d tbcL crimes drring thc rficr:

c ctanding bymtE-tln<Lcds of iDma&s wqe beaEn and
ryry rna ftqg b Fovidc adequare
De{|tcll clre for thc prisoners gunned
dorD lDd $sscd by state Eoopers and
8odus.

- 
Alju:qi: ln a-lor of ways ir's gotren

wcrse. What has haprpened is tbe sae nas
T6 -an 

opporrunity o learn offof Au.ica somey-ve adopted measues lhal are morerepressive and in a lot of cases lhey'vegrven prisoners things thar loot iite
rynaceas, you know. quick_solution suffwbicb. basically is l,o L€€p peqle tun stat_mg snat the problcrns rully ae. So rcth-mg rEs Eally gous betler. Thq€ de morr
FsoNrers in prisoo, rDc€ youngo prisoneE
Ilg Tlot"r people are gowing up with
p9. trq.,tess pecple are gering r;teased
rom pnsons, and they have to fend for
qcrnse.lves when they get oul_the prison
oqrns€tors are ccrtainjy n", finding jobs forerybody.

Itllltlz Could Artica happcn agarn

ffi tri#j*ffi#ur"Y?tFfi il j'*M
Doric€ j70 rinc do;,o il,. .*-,',fT^'hj,!-T-*.1*l bv r singte rouDd fmm r dstc

,fuvq, yaJ, quuuilucg [om page )
ODc ccorral.wc,&Ess of Atica ltanG qrr dle gencralacc of prisoner^aganization 

""ril "G ,t;-ril;";
,;,3.1l**g :F puopt. sometrnes srbr indrpolatteous ltd yiolent rcslsanie o.oeir oeprc$oll

:P.:T ryf qgn?.Bur if rheobJccr rs b win, as it must

1?_"-ld-ue tnnorea Uyffiyears have_not been good oncs in rrms of Fogis a;
ryT.,trr.T of prisons have experienced ior, _iDostage hkings during this period; rno,ir of *f,i.f,in*j'iithe loss of prisoner lives (Cirher Uy rt*i, 

""pr*, -i 
ilthe case_of New Mexico, ar he hair<ts or rr"ii L-Uo" it]

l5l.T* is tiule 19 indicae thar d," ;sso;;l'Afi;

r.emurauon or study groups aimed ar-eefiiGffi
:lDde.r:t md of progressive political heory. hiso-ners,L:qfl.News wilr smn be ofreiing books and; ilii;;"ol giatef rf 4 ard hisrfficar rrd"ll; U;tii; "d;ffi i
A-T: 1""9:, 11dyng politics in an aea o, ativirv DrGrccled by._the First Amendrnenr. Building ilh-,ril;g-pr yq be an. importanr sap for rhod ;b.-;j;T.q,";1trffiffi#n:ffi:t;J,;
a Maorst r€volutionary Darty. we follow thi;t#;;;
H1il: gl,'::f iy 1'1"lrr, m;i ut;':,;d;H,#and this ncwspapir i" "rd";;";;;"#ru#;fport for revolution We stugge *ilh pr.eil;th. ;ri[
-o."-.r 

r1y of rhe same G-ues rhe autiro, ,aisei_ilTffi"xt1,TEi#:#,ffi $'ffif ,ffi ffirrronn Oe oppressive syslem rovertfuDw iL 
amer nan PreParing to

_ *J rym! utes dre auhG's rsserhon of ihe need fqplj$1!fdp" and orsanization 
" ,,"p'n_ii"ilJi

11tprd h+ slch rtivities-need o r"r" p'lr*-,iit-fr.tu@nce. d a- rEroluriomry psrty in 
-t' 

. u"-"Fij"Jrn working for revolution.'A iludy of *,. hirroi"ialempls .t revoluiqr slnws rhar l" i,Oaim" r" fr"i,lir""
IT bu* of srpporr, thc tedenhip of a com;;;* rli,;
:-131.yg no Thtvc $ryess. ni: party a* airri6"riboofs by l'{an, Larin aU tr,ta tec O prisonen.

!!ri.s arngle, wittcn bJ a Washington stare prisoner,w i I I 
-b 

c, p ub I i s h c d i a. 
-t 
h i S e p t c mb c i k, 

", 
- 
oi i, ;;;: ;;' r:,Legat.Ncws, a. nonthly ncwslener wiuen and produicdoy pnsoners that contains valuablc in1or"_tion'o"a iiii)ss on pnso,ts. For subscriptions n- fU, wirc ii6.Box I84, Lak Wonh, FL 33460.

*, t!" 4rotigpt rtion shoutd be organzed and disci-
Itr"l.-d guided by ad%nced potiriiaf-rrreory. il il;
S tisl crqs" ir is ror Eeisary o rcsm-o srch self-wtHve lrtics a |tGe uscd at Atica
.. I T.pSi *e*.d political cosiorsss possessc<t bvtnc Arica-rttels is r€flecrcd in drcfo &ma;d i;-;;-

]8l]1r !o-" m-inpcrialisl coortry. ye& eirner Uccarxer fI o patratce or albwing rnfolding evcnts lo tetd of rhar, ftcy did nor Uuitiary fcruril org;;dl;0r lo.thc Evolt.. Wirh Ore ncccsJay aganrza[orl ardgr,: ryy.oould- ha\a aSani?rd Oeirselies, 0d ;rb;
P rlyu$tbcs, dcvdoped oltside srpan netwd", and
ff,:lqc s.qe fc a.log-rerm mass struggle.
:1tlfally il ts .ea$q & vicw Fg cvents fr,onr--drc com_

,f:p.il:-.f ry$8hi $g ir is !o &atary p@_
i: 1rgp* crpcrbnca titc Oe ryrising u Ani_unS *d lTT $rc|lld b€ cdrsuucd !o detrer frofll

PS.qryt-g 9"_ma.t6 wbo rndc drc6c ,€rri6;g:l_T tlTd Bur sincc Arba did h"#;, il;
*iT {,ry1*-can tcay to,n uc'&neric-nca
11u:.19.*Tl !.9 far, lo fasc novins r'id,pur e&_
ry drnc b build a hrcad tesc oi srapc Tlrc stare,s
:Y.y19 Thbssry sryr d'ese 6ridding cffo1s;

Y'-1rob,b.r ras ma& casir rtrurgh h€ cb ira;;trrsoocts' $cafncsscs-
f **qro crlicr, rhis Sctr- 12 maxts d|e twcnticdrar since fte massacrc ar ,lirica an anninersary thi

have becn leanrd, tef atorcinrcmafizea.
As I rysult: tie situation today is far worsa in mostrcspcca dun ir was then. lpre is no aecent-rl*i"r".riij

l*-*pq".ry-._*r arc nor organized Uy in$dd-;-;rtron€ qt_a $akwide q national level. And 6;;;;;;
*gry gr pUi ig. scphistication on rrrc inS&T iiriowu Hr; u mos J<lrnts (bwn ilbt rccdon rcigns srprerne.It doesn't appea as if this wilichange any Ume soon.lvho is !o btame fcr today's ln"r"iiur ioroiUo^i'ir *"pu| thc finSer on_oportuniit tcadeship h;;;;-d;
1yI.rd F.fo off the met. Bur a mdrc dpfid;;
19n to".& is whcrc.to go fron hcre? Thi, fi;il;
lT aN Tyq'e with all the mssen. Still, e few gpnaalrcssqu can be drawn from past experience.

tne-aovocaaes of -off the pigs- and -bun if to fbcground- shouH have rhcir peripEctives 
"_;id 

; ilggtrt,o! 5atitr.. Trrey hrrned' Mc'Arester &;;A;;706, but h8s har impoved drc lot of prisonen,i,lilij
Tbe sarre fq New }lerico. prisond i" dr"*j"i;;';
1!*91ry1*qA rbgad{r powerless, ard ;'"e;;qar1nS fysad pgress. Similarty, tri*"r* ir-C"lii;
:lYl' q" $Te -s,,.d' ('t'd der;;1 l;;;;-o.enng cach.other) for years sithour any subsiandalemnge resrlting fiom ir ln$€ad or _r 

"g.ir"-ilo*j.iJn-IS.T,g.*.Ht rcptaced prison property. pcoph $r,ouldfEpa€ tc Ul€.k'ng-range sruggle thar- td ai,eaa. - ----
\nE arEa ot mponant wst that can bc done now is lhe


