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Karen Wald with Ward Churchill

Remembering the Real Dragon—
An Interview with George Jackson
May 16 and June 29, 1971

The following is a previcusly unpublished interview conducted in
San Quentin Prison with George Jackson, shortly before his assassination
on August 21, 1971, The interview was conducted—and the raw tapes
provided to Werd Churchill-by Karen Wald, a longtime North
American anti-imperialist activist (SDS, Bay Area Radical Union, and
the Soledad Brothers Defense Committes during the late *60s and early
"708) and former Liberation News Service reparter. Author of, among
many other things, Children of Ché (Ramparts Press, 1978), Wald has
lived and worked in Cuba gince 1973. In editing the interview, Churchill
has deletsd only such material as appeared to be purely topical or which
was redundant. Because the interview was conducted on two different
days, more than a month apart, the sequence of questions and answers
has also been altered somewhat for purposes of continuity.

For those who don’t already know, George Jackson was perhapa the
primary figare of the black and prison liberation movements twenty
years ago. In 1960, at the age of 18, he was arrested for participation

in a $70 gas station hold-up, convinced to plead guilty by a “public ’
defender” who convinced him he’d get off light as a result, and promptly -

sentenced to one-year-to-life by a California judge. Outraged at what

had been done to him and refusing to “kiss the ass of a bunch of white )

guards and bureaucrats,” Jackson proved to be a “recalcitrant,” spending
an active period as a gang member in Soledad Prison. His refusal to
bend to the will of prison officials led directly to his being repeatedly
denied parole, continuing to serve hard time long after the normal period
of two years incarceration for the kind of petty offense by which his
imprisonment had been justified in the first place.

By the mid-60s, Jackson had met and attached himself to an older
and quite politically developed prisoner, W. L. Nolen. Essentially
uneducated, Jackson proved an avid student under Nolen's guidance,
immersing himself in the study of Afro-American history and
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The ghost of Nat Tumer cries out to me

Brother, how can it be
In da twenty-first centree
We's still ain’t freel

Could it be
We don’t 'memba what hit means
Ta hang from trees
Or be on our knees?!

Nigga, don't call me brutha
If you won't 'fend my mutha

Nigga, don’t call me sista
When you care mo fa mista A
Than you do for self.

I cuss the day
When night turned to light
Ax’ fightin’ gave way ta prayin’l
- =Daoud Ahmed

Note: ggﬁeﬁgﬁgg.gu?ﬁ?gug
Eﬁgggggagggggﬂgﬁﬂ
uegggbrwﬁgq%g?g? death of George one year
Emﬁggfs.aungngrggmn???

of other freedom fighters were all gathered in a big meadow, flanked on
three sides by the foothills of a mountain range. Nat Turner was the only
cgiwb%ora.moinsgammﬁlg&mé%%w..sawuaﬂnr
»%ﬂ%&?ggﬂaéaﬁﬁg&nﬂoqggg
words. Us fighters are all of the same seed & it runs through the generations.
They are all my relations.

Written in the hole, Lompoc, on August 21, 1982; eleven years ADG—
After Death of George Jackson. Comrade George was murdered on August
21, 1971)
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Defansd Huey P. Newton. Through this medium, he was sble to utionary societies, revolutionary cultures around ths world. He
% crganize what he called the People's Army, o fores througy O teaskons &€ YAt wa golng oo bn Hooth Amecicn sl ol
‘which he hoped to bring about a positive transformation of the socis 1e¢’s just say that sbout ninety-nine percent of cur conversation was
order he saw as having deformed not only his own life, but those of majy, gatered on military things. I knew him well. He understood.
g@awugglgu%ggngggu@ Wald: T was going to ssk if the Cubsn revolution had for
only were the “wheels of justice” grinding along with the objective ¢ s and Jonathan in any 8 ;
putting him in the gas chamber, but there is much evidence that gy . you concrete ways.
official conspiracy was hatched to bring about his asssssination withiy Jackson: Hmmmm . . . I don't think it did for Jonathan, But jt-did
San Quentin. Considerations of the latter were not lost on the target , fi me, because I was in prison. I was just starting my time on this beat
or his supporters. dght here when Castro, Ché and the rest carried the revolution there
As a result, on the morning of August 7, 1970, Jackson’s 17-yeax 4 & successful conclusion. And the alsrm that spread throughout the
old brother, Jonathan, walked into a courtroom in the Marin County . .pation, especislly, you know, within the establishment and the police
Civie Center (near the prison), pulled a weapon from beneath his raincoat, e  « well, let's just say that as 2 newly-made prisoner I enjoyed that
and freed three San Quentin prisoners—William Christmas, Ruchel} & iot. Bomeons else’s liberstion st the establishment’s expense, it was
Magee and James McClain—in court for 8 hearing. The younger Jackson s vicarious boost at a time when I most needed it. And I've always felt

also took several prisoners of his own, including Judge Harold J. Haley, wyery tenderly toward the Cuban revolution as a result.
Aszistent District Attorney Gery Thomas and three jurors. Eaving armed
ggiéh&?ﬁi?é?bg
parked outsids. appears to the official
ggggg?i?o%? sty I didn’t have much understanding of communism when I came in,

Wald: Then you weren’t an anti-communist when you came into prison?
Jackson: Oh, I've never been an anti-communist. I suppose you conld

bartered for the Soledad Brothers and s jet aireraft capable of taking wﬁmﬂng&ga?nagﬂ&é.wﬁn;g
the entire party to join exiled Panther leader Eldridge Cleaver’s A
International Section in Algeria. The prisoners would then have been Wald: But didn’t you initially find it terrible that Cuba had “gone
released mmharmed. communist”? e
Unbeknownst to Jonathan Jackson, however, was the fact that the dJackson: No-no-no! That’s what Pm trying to tell you. I'm trying to
plan was well-known to the police. On hand when the group emerged get across that I've always been fundamentally snti-anthoritarian.
from the civic center were a pair of anti-Panther specislists—Ray Communism came later. And when the Cuban revolution happened,
Callahan and Daniel P. Mahoney—from the Los Angeles Police Depart- the very fact that it upset the authorities here 0 bad made me favor
ment’s Criminal Conspiracy Section (CCS), as well as representatives it right off and made me want to investigats it much farther, The idea
of the LA-FBI office’s notorious COINTELPRO section (with which CCS ‘'was that if they don’t like it, it must be good. You see? And that’s what -
was tightly interlocked) and an entire company of San Quentin riflemen k led me to seriously study socialism. I owe much of my own consclousness
(who ‘just happened”’ to be in the area, rifles in hand). The police simply t6 the Cuban revolution. But that's me. It doesn’t necessarily pertain
shot the van to pieces, killing young Jackson, Christmas and McClain, i to Jonathan. Okay?
as well as Judge Haley. Magee and a juror were badly wounded, while : Wald: Did the fact that such a tiny country so close to Floride pulled 5
0&8&»2%&5&%&%—;%3?% can do it"™?
Jiforni informi thoriti ( :
mﬁ _:nnanvssm &u__a &.u.nn:ug &NNWFH» ffai ; Engag_o dackson: Yes, both then and now. It caused me to consider the myth
of a D, ﬂ%@.%ﬁg.»??&d@%&mugn«é
&aggcno wu.:._ nz ble evid offi rebutted—that the 4 ggmnsn%grwfoggg?dh.g
. clally . . Batista with rockets and planes, sverything he needed, and he still lost.
FBI and CC8 had utilized an infiltrator/provocateur named Melvin . X
“Cotton” Smith to set the whole thing in motion in hopes that an He was destroyed by guerrilla warfare, the same thing that's taking
: " Place in Vietnam right now. And the'U.8. is iostwgupatn—The Viet Cong
appreciable number of LA Panthers would participate, and could be - *

uﬁuﬂwggg%égg?f&ggg&a
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Cluchette . urage to die on his feet rather than live one moment on his knees.
?&?%&&ﬂ“ﬁ?%ﬂggég 1§nﬂ. Mn stood as an example, a beacon to all of us, and I am in awe of him,
paroled. Drumgo was charged—as one of the “San Quentin Six"—witk even though he was my younger brother.
direct participation in the deaths of the four guards on the day of Geargy wald: The news today said that Tom Hayden? declared in front of the
Jackson's assassination. He was acquitted of this as well, and was pardleq National Student Association Congress that there will be more actions
in 1976. In November of 1979, he was mysteriously shotgunned to death like the one Jonathan attempted. Do you agree?
on an Oskland street corner. Stephen Binghem went underground, ' Jackson: Pve been thinking a lot about the situation. I'm not saying
remaining in hiding in the U.8. and Canada for 15 years, until he %ﬁ?«suﬁmnaﬁﬁm:ﬁar&asa&éwgﬁls?
surfaced during the spring of 1986. He then went to trial on charges ; gtitute the only valid revolutionary form at this time. Obviously, they
of conspiracy and complicity in the deaths of the San Quentin guards, =~ don’t. There must also be mass organizing activities, including large-
A jury found him innocent on all connts. In 1868, newly disclossd evidence . geale nonviolent demonstrations, education of the least developed social
of a polics plan to secretly precipitate the bloody events of August 21, ; gectors, and so on. These things are essential. The revolution must
1971 caused the release from prison of Johnuy Spain, another member proceed at all levels. But this is precisely what makes the tactics
of the Ssn Quentin Six, who had received a double.life sentence as & necessary, and far too many self-proclaimed revolutionaries have missed
result, The final resolution of Spain’s case has not yet been made. the point on this score. Such tactics as Jonathan employed represent

Given the circumstances of the last two years of his life, and the a whole level—an entire dimension—of struggle which has almost always
nature of his death, George Jackson has become a pre-eminent symbol— been missing from the so-called American scene. And while it is true
for both those in struggle, and those they struggle against—of resistance, that armed struggle in-and-of-itself can never achieve revolution, neither
commitment and the will to liberation. can the various other forms of activity. The covert, armed, guerrilla

dimension of the movement fits hand-in-glove with the overt dimension;

the two dimensions can and must be seen as inseparable aspects of the
Karen Wald: George, could you comment on your conception of game phenomenon; neither dimension can succeed without the other.
revolution? Viewing things ohjectively, we can readily determine that the overt
George Jackson: The principal contradiction between the oppressor dimension of the movement is relatively well-developed at this time.
and oppressed can be reduced to the fact that the only way the oppressor Over the past dozen years, we've seen the creation of a vast mass
can maintain his position is by fostering, nurturing, building, contempt movement in opposition to the establishment in this country. I won’t
for the oppressed. That thing gets out of hand after a while. It leads go into this in any depth because I'm sure that everyone already knows
to excesses that we see and the excesses are growing within the what I'm talking about. It should be enough to observe that within the
totalitarian state here. The excesmses breed resistance; resistance is past two years, the movement has repeatedly shown itself able to put
growing. The thing grows in a spiral. It can only end one way. The ex- as many as a million people in the streets at any one time to express
cesses lead to resistance, resistancs leads to brutality, the brutality leads ) their opposition to the imperialist war in Indochina (this seems to be
to more resistance, and finally the whole question will be resolved with ’ a reference to the November 1969 Moratorium to End the War in
either the unsconomic destruction of the oppressed, or the end of ) Vietnam, staged in Washington, D.C.]. The covert dimension of the
oppression. Thess are the workings of revolution. It grows in spirals, ) movement is, by comparison, very much retarded at the present time.
confiontations, and I mean on all levels. The institutions of society have In part, this may be due to the very nature of the activity at issue:
buttressed the establishment, so I mean all levels have to be assaulted. guerrillas always begin in terms of very small numbers of people. But,
Wald: How does the prison liberation movement fit into this? Is its more to the point, I think the situation is due to there having been a
importance over-exaggerated or contrived? h strong resistance to the whole idea of armed struggle on the part of much
Jackson: We don’t have to contrive any. . . . Look, the of the movement's -ﬂum.ouom leadership—particularly the white leader-
HBF&~3&?§»§.E%§§§%M«N mgggggngggéggLoﬁm.
B. Newton-and the Black Panther Party. Huey and the rest of the just plain common sense, and everything else—that armed struggle is

comrades around the country. We're working with Ericka [Huggins] unnecessary, even “counterproductive.” I hear them arguing in the most
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Wald: E.Fugaguoqa:.uo?&um nvsmnvﬁ.o different from,
g,.%igﬁggggﬁﬁgign&
ocenrring in the Third World, for example?- 4

Jackson: Not really. Of course, all struggles are different, depending
g%igng&%g?gwigg&g._
have fundamental commonalities which are more important than the
differences. We are talking about a guerrilla war in this country. The

guerrilla, the new type of warrior who's developed out of conflicts in: -~ -

the Third World countries, doesn’t fight for glory necessarily. The'
guerrilla fights to win. The guerrilla fights the sams kind of fight we
do, what's sometimes called a “poor man’s war.” It’s not a form of war
fought with high-tech weaponry, or state-of-the-art gadgets. It's fought-
with whatever can be had—captured weapons when they can be had,.
but often antiquated firearms, homemade ordnance, knives, bows and
arrows, even slingshots—but mostly through the sheer will of the
guerrilla to fight and win, no matter what. Huey [P. Newton] says “the
power of the people will overcoms the power of the man's technology,”
and we’ve seen this proven true time after time in recent history.
You know, guerrilla war is not simply a matter of tactics and
technique, It's not just questions of hit-and-run or terrorism. It's a matter
of proving to the established order that it simply can't sustain itself,
that there’s no possible way for them to win by utilizing the means of
force available to them. We have to prove that wars are won by human
beings, and not by méchanical devices. We've got to show that in the

end they can't resist us. And we willl we’re going to do it! There’s never

going to ever be a moment’s peace for anyone associated with the
establishment any place where I'm at, or where any of my comrades
are at. But we’re going to need coordination, we're going to need help.
Ei&ung.?bagugﬁgmu?g&&gﬁu%&

to teach the people out there just how impartant it is to destroy the -
. function of the prison within this society. That, and to show them in -
concrete terms that the war is on—right nowl—and that in that sense :
we really aren't any different than the Vietnamese, or the Cubans, or :

gk%.ﬁé%%agg—gﬁgﬂggﬁ.
Wald: In an interview with some imprisoned Tupamaros, urbsn
guerrillas in Uruguay, the question was raised about the decimation
of the ranks of Tupamaros; comrades killed or imprisoned by the state.
Those interviewed assured me that there were far more people joining
the ranks than were being lost to state repression, and that the movement
was continuing to grow. Do you feel the same confidence about the Black

Panther Party, about the revolutionary movement as a whole in this
country?
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Kggargggﬂogggnaug
s a first priority.

Wald: Can you receive mail and publications from other countries?
&%ggggggggﬁgngg
ggggigiglnaﬁﬁ%ﬁn
gggﬁi??%&’iu?%&?
gontinental [a Cuban revolutionary journsl] have gotten in. They've
%g«?%-ﬂ%-?ﬂgggg
they didn’t understand. This is something that really upsets the goons.

s Jh years past, every time a black prisoner would achieve an intallsctual
S .%Egggalgsggﬂﬁo

Cubans, say, or the Vietnamess or the Chinese—or anywhere else in
the Third World—well these prisoners would be quickly assassinated.
tow that’s become a little harder to do. So, I believe the psople on the
2&5?&32?%&5??&%

ﬂlﬁuﬂﬁts?gggrmﬂg-ﬁrlg
ﬂggﬁggz—-.ggggg
grggagrggggﬂd%?
.3?23?5?35%??%?
%Rgggg.gbn&.&n?ggg
getivists from San Francisco charged with murder in 1969; they were
%nﬁm!gguﬁ%ﬁo%?ga??
eourts. . . .

@sgggggrbg&.:?ggr%
with Allendé . . . look, it was not a “peaceful revolution.” That's deception.
Allendé is & good man, but what’s going on in Chilé is just a reflection
ﬁa—o%&%ﬂ?%gdﬁiﬂggn
Eggzgggug%%.
Egﬁnroi%mngm-%ga&hﬂsg
angz:%gru%%ﬁo%g
%Fggéggg.ggéi
#Fm%gnﬁu%niﬂﬁn%%égﬁu
whenever it decides the time is right. Either way, there’s no peaceful
sevolution.!

Much the same can be said for the court cases you're talking about.
fhey’re an illusion. Every oncs in a while the establishment cuts loose
of a case—usually one which was so cutrageous to begin with that they
pouldn’t possibly win it without exposing their whole system of injustice
§é§§§§§§.§§nf
Bystem works, how just and fair it is. They never mention the fact that
the people who were supposed to have recéived the justice of the system
fave ofien already spent months ayd months in lockup, and have been
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the activities which they
prohibit are aimed at vety %
distinctly defined dectots
of the class - and tace-
denditized dociety . The
wltimate exptession of law
(4 not ogdes - (tS pelsons,
Thete ate hundreds wpon
handteds of prisons, and
thousands upon thousands of
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docla( order, no social
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