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The Maoist Internationalist Movement
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La Lucha Boriquena
lones de doilares que ofrecio Clinton a ef gov. Rosello (pequefio menudo para
las riquesas que poseé Amerika) el gov. Pedro Rosello se vendio como Judas
permitio 3 afios mas de bombardeo, sin importar lo que quiere el pueblo.
ersonas como Rosie Peréz (actris) fue arrestada junto a otras valientes
mujeres Puertoriquefias por levantar su voz frente a las naciones unidas en NY.
Haci como el cantante Ricky Martin y el campe6n de la WBC IBF Felix trinidad

N

tambien perdierén su tiempo en levantar consiencia en diferentes medios por

que su gobiernante en Puerto Rico prefirio el dinero a los deceos de su pueblo.

En un futuro no muy lejano cuando Puerto Rico sea regalado en bandeja
de plata a su captor capitalista colonialista el tiempo pasara y la identidad
Borinquefia sera algo de historia haci como Yugoslavia no enciste mas tambien
Boriquen perdera su nombre y con el su gente y su identidad, los refugiados
Puerto Riquefios se esparciran como hormigas cuando los colonisadores y el
IRS los heche de sus casas y terrenos, cuando vivan como refugiados en tierra
agenay aprendan de su error no sera facil recuperar una tierra bajo nombre
estado numero 51 en la vandera de Amerika y la guerra para recuperar lo
que regalaron no sera de 6 dias como la guerra por israel sera una guerra por
generaziones que quisas nunca se gane.

Este servidor que escrivio supensar es un prisionero en massachusetts de
no ser haci estuviera en la playa de <jcmm protestando con patriofas como
Ruben Berrios en el area ocupada por el navy de Amerika, Bajo mi encarcela-
miento vivo a dia la otra cara de mis captores y los captores de mi tierra y sus
tacticas de oppresion y abuso %& jusgado y condenado por el oppresor sin una
defensa apropiada) pero mi educo dia a dia en especial en teoria Marxistas
y mientras haiga un aliento de vida en mi. Ya sea en prision o hombre libre
siguire siendo uno de las minorias de Boringuefios.que no se vendio como dice
la cancién de Ruben Blades se ven las caras de trabajo y e sudor de gente de
came y hueso que no se vendio, de gentes trabajando y buscando un nuevo
camino orgullosos de su herrencia y de ser Latino de una raza unida la que

bolivar sofiol
Viva Puerto Rico libre.
MM responds:

Este compafiero pone en exposiclon la posicion colonial de Puerto Rico y de
su governador imperialista Rosello. La batalla por la ocupacion naval de vieques
ha sido muy importante para levantar consiencia de activismo tanto en Puerto
ico como en e, u. MIM no hiza tan lejos como este compafiero en decir que la
gente en Puerto Rico no esta luchando por su pals pero es cierto que la popu-

N

lacion de Puerto Rico por mayoria no quiere la independencia de e.u,

Esta contradiccion entre querer un poco de autonomia (no bombardeo naval
0 ocupacion de vieques) pero mantener relaciones con e.u. s un resultado de
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The Maoist Internationalist Movement
The following is the intro to the pamphlet RAIL put together in 1998:

1998 marks the 100th anniversary of the U.$. invasion of Puerto Rico.
After 100 years Puerto Rico still remains a colony of the U.$. Almost
four million people live in Puerto Rico, and about as many Puerto Ricans
live on the u.$. mainland. Many have gone to the u.s. since 1917, when
Puerto Ricans were granted a limited form of u.s. citizenship against their
will, so that the u.$. army could recruit them to fight in WWI.

The economy of Puerto Rico, where the average wage is far lower
than in the v.s.; suffers from high unemployment and low paying jobs.
Since the Puerto Rican people have never had the opportunity to develop
a seif-sufficient economy, their livelihood is dependent on the many for-
eign (mostly Amerikan) corporations that set up shop for the cheap labor
and good tax deals. As an amerikan colony, Puerto Rico has provided the
u.s.a very strategic military base, a resource of cheap labor for manu-
facturing plants, and a vacation resort close to home. U.$ corporations
control 90% of the Puerto Rican economy.

Within u:s. borders and on the island of Puerto Rico the Puerto Rican
people face economic, cultural, political and social oppression as a daily
reality of life.

Uncle Sam uses the carrot and the stick to keep Puerto Rico under
U.$. rule. One important carrot is U.S. citizenship. Economic pres-
sure in Puerto Rico only builds up so much before emigration to the
U.$.A. Puerto Ricans arrive in the U.$. not as illegal immigrants but as
citizens, U.$. government programs also bring money to Puerto Rico.
These programs dull the nationalist passion of the Puerto Rican people.
Finally, there is the U.$. dollar itself binding Puerto Rico to the U.$.A.
Since Puerto Rico does not have its own currency, it benefits fully from
U.$. imperialist manipulations of international exchange. The people of
Puerto Rico enjoy the same prices for goods that mainland U.$. residents
do,

For the stick, the U.$. puppet regime in Puerto Rico still does not al-
low unionization of workers and wages are lower on the island than in
the u.s. This unique combination of circumstance makes Puerto Rico a
microcosm of imperialism and its relationship to oppressed nations. Us-

L.a Lucha Boriquefa

Page 4

George Washington, John Wayne or David Duke and they will
reply “correctly” within the blink of an eye.

It is sad how many are lost mentally. Especially when there are
5o many Latino Organizations with powerful as well as positive
names such as The Family (La Familia) and the Latin King Queen
Nation. Yet there is still so much violence against (amongst) our
own. This lack of interest is why we continue to kill one another.
Depleting our own numbers.

If individuals were aware of their history and the past struggles,
sacrifices and true revolutionary figures, maybe there would be

a lot more respect and less violence. It’s bad enough we have to
watch our backs against the machine. Why do we have to con-
tinue to watch our backs from our own brothers and sisters in the
struggle as well? I sincerely hope that individuals awaken from this
madness before it’s too late. ;

Right now as it stands, there are fifteen Puerto Rican Prisoners of
War (mothers and fathers) incarcerated under hellish conditions

in Amerikan Gulags because of their political beliefs; and love of
their people and Island. Fighting this Hundred Year War of Libera-
tion against these Devil Imperialists.

One hundred years later these people [Amerikkka] are not satis-
fied with their exploitation of our Island. They are still in the mix
of things trying to make Puerto Rico a state. Unfortunately with all
the people who have been brainwashed and/or made dependent on
the United Snakes, it may happen. If it does happen all will be lost.

Rise up brothers and sisters. Unite for the rights of your people
before our Island becomes another permanent fixture of Amerikan
Imperialism. :

Personal respects to: Oscar Lopez Rivera, Alejandrina Torres, An-
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The Maoist Internationalist Movement
agriculture. As in Cuba, sugar was a focal point,

Examining Puerto Rican history this past century, it turns out that we can-
not separate the status question from the question of the class structure. For
example, much of the initial move out of agriculture in Puerto Rico came from
boosting government employment. For politicians to come quickly upon a large
sum of money to hire state employees with, a relationship with the United $tates
was necessary.

As of 1993, the 1.2 million workers were only 17 percent in manufacturing,
six percent in construction and another five percent in communications and
transport. A separate statistic shows that agriculture is now only one percent of
the Puerto Rican economy and three percent of the national economy counting
exports. Hence, what we Marxists call the “productive sector’ is a small minority
of the Puerto Rican economy. In this way, Puerto Rico already mirrors its Yankee
master. Most employment is services. Government by itself is 22 percent of
employment and trade is another 20 percent.

As late as 1950, Puerto Rico was still dominated by agriculture. 36 percent
of workers were in agriculture and another 9 percent in manufacturing, thus
giving Puerto Rico a hefty productive sector. In 1956, manufacturing surpassed
agriculture,(1) but today Puerto Rico sports an economy with 20 or 25 percent of
workers in the productive sector, much like the U.$. economy.

Status: colonial, independent or 51st state

According to Senator Jesse Helms of North Carolina, the Puerto Ricans
should not receive $1 billion in foodstamps, because they do not pay federal
taxes. President Nixon and Congress had approved putting Puerto Rico and
other island colonies on the foodstamp list in 1971. Since then redneck conser-
vatives like Helms and some liberal colonialists paint Puerto Rico as a country of
mooching sponges. Helms says he cannot explain the foodstamps hand-out to
Puerto Ricans to his constituents.

We agree that Helms has labor-aristocracy constituents. They have proved
to be motivated by racism before. Hence no amount of reasoning about Puerto
Rico would help them on issues related to taxes and appropriation of labor.

Rather than endure charges of colonialism, the U.$. government granted
Puerto Rico second-class U.S. citizenship. This means the Puerto Rican men
have to serve in the U.S. military forces. 60,000 did so in World War I. Hence,
maybe Jesse Helms should explain to his constituents that Puerto Rican men
die for the U.$.A., but they cannot vote for their commander-in-chief or the

Page 6

La Lucha Boriguefa
products. If 1 had to use an analogy, I'd say it was an all terrain military venicle.
We're not putting a priority on looks or speed; we're more concerned with steadi-
ness, durability, and effectiveness. ,

WB: My point is as the author...

PP: I'm not the author, | was the editor and project director. | was entrusted by
the NCC and membership to write most of the laws, legislation, and protocols but
| was also aided by Allah's Panther, G. Good, Kulcan, Beto Pufiala, MIM and Don

~ Pacho. MiM, ALKQN and NAIM served as models as well as the YLP and BPP.

WB: [ don't think a corporate primer could have done befter.
PP: You keep comparing us fo capitalist products or orgs. No cool, Bro.

WB: My bad, as you know I'm not a socialist, just anti-pig, so my studies
aren't tight in this field.

vv;om: &m F:ommmcm._.=amé%ég_mw.emnma;oa%:waaassa
you every so often that every persyn's cora (heart) pumps “red”... and yours
should too, carnal. But | see where you're going with that. You're not alone in that
opinion. | think most people don't expect inmigrantes and caribenos to get too
logical with their reasoning. So when they see a manual like this dug up from the
muddy streets and the living cemetery we call lockdown, they're impressed. But
to us this is all normal shit we talk about all the time. We just weren't aware that
people like Mao and Lenin were making scientific theories from our experiences.
Once we became aware, we knew we had to lay it down in black and white

and hope that the seed spreads. The Political Compendium Manual is no major
theoretical work but to us and hopefully to those who buy it it will serve to be the
backbone supporting the body as it functions, entiendes? We're not pushing a
defective item.

WB: Well, Pueblo | appreciate your time. With revolutionaries like yourself in
the mix, I'm sure the movement will be all the better for it.

PP: Thanks, Bear. Listen, before 1 go, | wanna' send my appreciation to a
few mwou_m whose support has been a breath of fresh air. It'll be in Spanish, you
mind :

WB: Go ahead.

PP: Quiero enviarle saludos y gracias por su apoyo a Dona Carmen, a
nuestro hermano C. Maroma el amante de las turistas de Machu Piccy, Kella la
heroina de los hermanos condenados, Ailene la Sabrosa, y Denise A.; sangre de
mi sangre. Saludos especial van para Gloria, madre de un general. We invite all
you college rebels, all you comrades in lockdown who need “one mike,” and all
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The Maoist Internationalist Movement

One of the key acts that determined the shape of the current struggle be-
sides unabated military occupation since 1898 was the president’s coming out
for free trade in 1899. That means he favored treating Puerto Rico as another
state and not charging it tariffs on its exports to the United $tates. President
McKinley recognized that the U.$. war with Spain deprived Puerto Rico of its old
trading partner and now Puerto Rico would need a new one, lest it suffer instead
of the Spanigh.

In a compromise with the U.S. Congress McKinley imposed small tariffs for
two years, refused citizenship and reserved the right to proclaim free trade. His
legislation became law in 1900. Monies gathered from such tax collection were
turned over to Puerto Rico. (5) Ever since then, the fear of losing preferential
trade agreements with the U$ has been a major factor to keep Puerto Rico from
going independent.

As Uncle Sam thought about Puerto Rico and what to do with it, the War
Department came to an alliance with the island sociglists, not unlike the alli-
ances seen of the Kautskyites and others to his right with European imperialism
during World War |. The War Department believed it was crucial to hold on to
Puerto Rico as a naval base to cork up the Caribbean and it sided with social-
ists who wanted statehood for Puerto Rico.(6) Hence there has been some
steady military reasoning that making Puerto Rico a state was the easiest and
surest way to secure military bases in the Caribbean. It was exactly this reason-
ing that Reagan and Bush applied in speaking for statehood and supporting a
Puerto Rican party in favor of a larger welfare state. The first calculation of the
ruling class that the Puerto Ricans could use to their advantage was that class
struggle might threaten the stability of Puerto Rico and hence make the military
bases less secure.

The next advantage of the Puerto Ricans as is often the case was inter-
imperialist rivalry. When the Germans and U$A were at war, the imperialists
decided amongst themselves that the Danish better sell the West Indies to
Uncle Sam, because Uncle Sam could protect them better from the Germans.
Wanting not to take care of the mess that such a transition would entail, Den-
mark insisted that all islanders be granted U.S. citizenship. With the aid of a
ruling class figure named Arthur Yager, Congress passed a similar bill in 1917
for Puerto Rico to show the world that the U$A was more liberal and democratic
than Germany.(7) Of course, it also helped that Puerto Ricans were being con-
scripted for the warl

The leaders of the Union Party that dominated Puerto Rican politics the first
20 years of Yankee invasion opposed accepting U.$. citizenship if it meant that
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able to work on ways fo solve the problem. Who is most responsible for the
gender oppression at this time? The imperialist! So the NYLP targets the imperi-
alists and makes them the principal contradiction that we fight against. We've got
a LOT to learn on this front, but we know that we're beginning on the right path,
because our analysis is on point. We thank MIM for aiding us in our studies with
mwmwwﬁ to this and other topics. WB : How important is MIM's affiliation with the

PP: We'd say that they've been INTEGRAL to our development. Many of us
became enlightened about dialectic materialism and democratic centralism be-
cause of MIM. I've known them since my college days, and I've always respected
their flow. Let me change the subject up on you to make a point about something
you said eatlier.

WB: Go ahead.

PP: You equated the NYLP/LNNA to other LO's (Lumpen Orgs). We should
make it clear that while the NYLP/LNNA has a primarily lumpen proletariat ele-
ment, we're certainly beyond any current collective rockin’ the streets right now.
We make a distinction between an LO and a vanguard party (VP). MiM is a VP
and so are we. The difference is 100% political commitment. The difference is
not ego - it's practice.

WB: Speaking of “LO's", do you think that your previous involvement in an-
other controversial org will affect your creds as a legitimate socialist leader?

PP: There was a point before the NYLP when | felt that to create another org
would be a betrayal to my former affiliations. But as | matured in this, | recog-
nized this as a psychological subterfuge. If my proclaimed loyalty is first and
foremost to the oppressed 3rd World people then it is my duty and my right to
serve them in the most advanced form possible. This means that if | am currently
in one org which is irrevocably fulfiing half-measures or has become sectarian,
and | refuse to join my practice with a cadre or org that is clearly more advanced
in their setvice to the Oppressed Nation Comrades and the 3rd World's op-
pressed, then clearly THAT IS GENUINE BETRAYAL to our people. No revo-
lutionary should ever allow an identity to be more important than "La Lucha.’

We know what we're doing is right. As for controversy, | owe reparations fo my
people for tragic crimes based on ignorance and neo-colonial mentality, so part
of my dedication comes from redemption. The streets can get you twisted up. But
the lionshare of why 'm doing this, why we're doing this, is a love for the Brown
Force and our hope to one day see it free from its imperialist chains. The f*@!@!
up thing about this is there are people more educated and with more resources
than we have and we're still waitin’ on them fo lead the struggle. What the f@!"
we mo:zm, do, wait till we're 507 Hell nol In this respect we remain hardcore.
We'll make ourselves prepared to do the job “most of the actually prepared’
refused to do. That's what we did. We made it happen. Our minds and hearts are
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The Maoist Internationalist Movement
solved after the death of Iglesias, buf ofhers were 1o take up his politics.

The political basis of colonial social-democracy for a generation was ma-
chine-politics pure and simple. Those who obtained government sector jobs
were expected to contribute to and vote for the PPD~-the “Populares.” Always
the PPD looked ahead for some source of money to hire civil servants to support
the party. As late as 1974, the PPD was borrowing money in New York in order
to pay for public sector jobs.(12) Beyond the narrow support of the employed in
the public sector, the PPD also gains brownie points from the public for increas-
ing employment, no matter on what basis with whatever economic soundness of

strategy.

The first 40 years of Yankee invasion, sugar ruled the economy. In 1929,
U.S. companies owned or rented 68 percent of the sugar-cane land which was
one-third of all Puerto Rico’s cultivated land. It was the same story in tobacco
and fruit.(13) The first hint of instant money for a PPD political machine were
various promises made of providing $150 million (or less in subsequent prom-
ises) to Puerto Rico based on monies collected from the Sugar Act of 1934.(14)
Between 1935 and 1938, New Deal relief organizations set up in Puerto Rico did
employ 60,000 people and paid $1 million per month in salaries—- all under the
administration of Luis Munoz Marin.(15)

Nothing came of the original promises of the New Deal for a sugar tax for
Puerto Rico but revolutionary nationalist unrest at the time continued to worry
the imperialists. In 1936 after violence against U.$. colonial officials, the U.S.
government proposed independence for Puerto Rico in four years! Colonial
“socialist” Santiago Iglesias opposed it and it was dead on arrival in Congress.

Luis Munoz Marin made a classic statement on why he also rejected the pro-
posal for independence and abstained from elections for his Liberal Party. “You
can't impale me on that have your cake and eat it too. That is just what | do
want.”(16) He wanted New Deal money and professed to want independence
too; although he would later drop that profession. Thus in 1936, Munoz Marin
was salivating for New Deal money to such a degree that he decided he would
not support independence when offered on a silver platter. He abandoned his
party which won 46 percent of the vote with “independence now!” as a slogan.
Had the “socialists” of the social-democratic variety supported independence,
there would have been a clear victory.

In 1938, Munoz Marin founded his PPD which won elections till 1968. The
New Deal Democrats on the Mainland never did bail out Munoz Marin despite
his similarity to them. Rather the New Dealers gave Munoz Marin just a large
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is appetite and create a political machine.

: La Lucha Boriquefia
emulate the original Young Lords Party (YLP) out of Harlem, Brooklyn, Bronx, NY
and the ones from Bridgeport, CT. Tho' props must be given to the Young Lords
Organization out of Chicago, 1L, who originated the Young Lords’ political activity.
We felt that the original YLP's demise was premature, and we felt it was-right to
resurrect a more advanced parly along these same lines. For us keeping politics
in command is keeping the socialist principles in command,

WB: So the NYLP is socialist?
PP: Without a doubt.

WB : And you find this a realistic endeavor?

PP: There can be no doubt that Latino Nations by the millions are looking for
revolutionary change. We intend to further that change along as best we can.

WB: With regards to its development, how far has the NYLP evolved from its
conception.

PP: Well, let's put it like this, the “Young Lords” name has a long history. In
the beginning there was a gang. The 60s brought political growth to the Young
Lords and they began to understand and act against the oppressor on behalf of
the oppressed. Cha-Cha Jimenez led Chicago in that respect. In New York the
Young Lords Party understood that socialism was the key to social and economic
freedom from super-exploitation by government and corporate entities, And
though they were on the right path they allowed unnecessary dividing lines to
hurt the progress of their political awareness. Of course counter-intelligence pro-
grams by the FBI pigs played a huge role in their disruption, but they also lacked
acomplete mzm_mm_m as it pertained to dialectical studies. This was why the
Nationalist and Feminist questions became increasingly difficult to reconcile. One
of their major errors was to call the u.$. working force a working class proletariat.
The NYLP has advanced from the YLP's theorles by acknowledging that there
is little to no proletariat in the u.$. and also that fighting patriarchy is best done
by keeping imperialism as the #1 enemy. Nevertheless we couldn't have gotten
this far without them. As to structure, we're doing well, though we are in need of
key elements such as more qualified leaders and functional materials/funds. We
have a good leadership cadre but we're still looking for more, We have National
Minister of Wimmin's Affairs and National Minister of Information seats open in
the National Central Committee (NCC).

WB: When | read the NYLP's Political Compendium Manual (PCM)--and I'll go
more in depth on that later--| noticed a strong emphasis on the importance of the
<<.o.:§m<.z,m (singular) or W-I-M- M-I-N’s {plural) struggle. That's how you spell
it, right

nd as equal and

(2 CONON

PP: Yeah, it's just a declaration of the right for wimmin fo sta
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The Maoist Internationalist Movement
years and once again Munoz Marin turned down the bill for independence of

1945.(19)

Although Munoz Marin opposed independence, even his political cronies put
up by his party in elections signed petitions for independence in 1945. 11 out of
19 senators, 22 out of 39 representatives and 42 out of 73 PPD mayors sup-
ported independence. Ronald Fernandez said this amounted to 57 percent of all

elected officials.(20)

Munoz managed to maneuver to an extent at that juncture though intensely
criticized for it. Eventually President Truman killed the idea of a plebiscite to de-
termine the will of Puerto Ricans. It is not surprising in the aftermath of Truman's
colonial impositions in the face of popular demand, armed struggle arose.

Apart from a nationalist revolt, which we will cover in another article on Pedro
Albizu Campos, the next challenge came with regard to international public opin-
ion, To persuade the UN to remove Puerto Rico from the colonies list or non-
self-governing territories list as it was called, President Eisenhower promised o
grant independence for Puerto Rico any time it asked. So it was that in 1953,
President Eisenhower offered independence to Puerto Rico and once again the

PPD ignored the offer.(21)

In 1956, major U.S. ruling circles led by Henry Cabot Lodge again raised
the idea of independence for Puerto Rico, thanks to criticism at the UN. On
this question, we learn that despite our admiration for his book, even Ronald
Femandez believes that a simple principled position of independence for Puerto
Rico was not sustainable, Since 67 percent of Puerto Ricans had just approved
Commonwealth in 1952 elections and thereby finally achieved formal colonial-
ism through Munoz Marin’s leadership, Fernandez again raises that it was wrong
for Uncle Sam to raise the idea of setting Puerto Rico free. MIM disagrees with
Fernandez on this point: achieving independence through non-violent means
however imperfect is still preferable to having to launch People’s War. Puerto
Rico’s rejection through its leadership of independence and the discourse
concerning it raise picayune issues in the face of the general principle of inde-
pendence. It is a measure of the reality of the annexationist position, that Puerto
Rican and Amerikan authors both perceive that independence is impractical for

this or that reason.,

85,000 jobs had been created between

In 1964, Munoz Marin finally refired.
because by 1963 there

1960 and 1965.(22) The job growth was long overdue,
were stilf 28,000 fewer total jobs than in 1948.(23)

La Lucha Boriquefia

communism,
true freedom,

& Third World
proletariat, if
blood needs

to be spilled in
order to save
more blood in the
future, so be it!

But for now,
all | can say
is that if PR.
becomes a state,
{really don't
know what | will
do. | really don't
know what my
reaction will be,
knowing that | have
no country, flag of
my own. | will truly
be a shamed o
be called a Puerto
Rican. | will deny
‘my race if | have
to...No, | don't think
a have the cour-
age to do that, | will
always be what | am:
a Boricua revolution-
ary Maoist! Not even
U.S. Imperialism will
change that, But] will
make it a life mission
to destroy Imperial-
ism, even if it takes
5, 10, 15 or even 20,
30 years. | will dream
& think of only de-
stroying our enemy:
Imperialism,

Page 12
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The Maoist Internationalist Movement

the Yankee. The Puerto Ricans have tried for decades “to persuade” the United
States to leave, but only dictatorship (organized force) will settle the question.
Without the freedom to keep the Yankees out, the elections only show what the
Puerto Rican people will say with their arms twisted behind their backs. That is
not to mention the economic pressures exerted on Puerto Ricans considering
their destiny.

MIM is for dictatorship over the imperialist countries led by the proletariat of
the oppressed nations. That means we believe it will only be organized force
that abolishes the current state of colonialism and neo-colonialism in the world.
We also believe that there should be free trade between socialist states, so that
large economies can no longer blackmail small ones with the threat of tariffs.

We started this section talking about the origins of Commonwealth thought
on economics. Now we turn to the economic bases for wanting statehood.

The economic basis of assimilation

Itis thought that Puerto Rico is not particularly rich in natural resources
going beyond its natural beauty, well suited to enjoyment, botany and tourism.
With a population about the size of a U.S. city like Chicago, many doubt whether
Puerto Rico is a viable nation.

We believe Puerto Rico is a viable nation; however, there is an economic
basis for assimilation. It is not much difficulty for the U$A to swallow Puerto Rico
whole. The strongest force is the economic tie to the Mainland. “Men, as Rous-
seau remarked, run to meet their chains. Of no person is that more true than the
average present-day Puerto Rican, who, with the old class alignments breaking
down, indulges in a frantic pursuit of new social status through the ownership
of the gimmicks and gadgets offered by the American system. . . . But because
they are willing victims they become their own executioners.”(24)

In this regard, Munoz Marin was the one to set up the standard where politi-
cians were evaluated based on bread and butter issues devoid of status politics.
Running to meet his chains is an apt description, because historians have now
uncovered that despite public pronouncements to the contrary by the Congress
and Presidents of the U.S. Government, Munoz Marin did receive the option of
independence from the USA and he turned it down repeatedly saying it would be
an economic disaster. For MIM, this made shocking reading. Usually a politician
does not turn down the chance to be head-of-state, but Munoz Marin did. He
preferred outright colonialism to neo-colonialism, apparently because he fook
his own economic philosophy for Puerto Rico seriously. Since Munoz Marin
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La Lucha Boriquefa
RAIL Notes pamphlet on Puerto Rico and Notas Rojas.

While many organizations claiming to be Marxist or Marxist-led showed up
at the rally to distribute their literature, with the exception of RAIL, these groups
were trying to connect the Puerto Rican peoples struggle with the so-called
working class in the united snakes and promoting false solidarity between the
white labor aristocracy and the Puerto Rican nation.

The speakers at the march drew attention to the general strike in Puerto
Rico and the on-going phone workers strike, correctly calling for solidarity with
the Puerto Rican people’s struggle. But the so-called Marxists tried to claim that
Amerikan workers' struggles for greater parasitism were linked to the struggle of
the Puerto Rican people. As one RAIL comrade asked rhetorically in discussions
at the rally: Just exactly when was it that white labor aristocracy struggles for
greater wages ever turned into demands against u.s. imperialism? When was
the last time white workers' struggles directly tagetted or in any way threatened
capitalism? While the Puerto Rican workers are drawing connections between
the U.$. corporate control of the economy and the U.$. military occupation of
the Lm_msa_ the Amerikan workers are supporting u.s. military plunder around the
world.

D.C. Rally RAIL also participated in a rally in Washington D.C., at which
about 4,000 people (according to the Washington Post) demonstrated in support
of Puerto Rican independence. Speakers at the rally also paid special attention
to Puerto Rican political prisoners and prisoners of war, who were featured on
banners on the stage while family members wore flowers to mamaﬁmamm_<¢m.
RAIL found that many people were enthusiastic about reading the RAIL pam-
w:_g on Puerto Rico, which includes a historical article about the Young Lords

arty and its program from the late 1960s.

On the same day in Washington, pro-statehood supporters led by the lackey
Gov. Pedro Rossello rallied for Puerto Rico becomming a U.$. state. Rossello
said voting for statehood in a new referendum would be Puerto Rico’s way of
ending 100 years of colonialism.(1) In fact, statehood would only transform
Puerto Rico from a direct colony to a neo-colony - despite offering some eco-
nomic incentives to the middle class and labor aristocracy minority on the island.
For the majority of Puerto Ricans, on the mainland and on the island, MIM
agrees with the Young Lords Party of 1970 that independence and socialism is
the real road to liberation.(2)

Notes:
1. Associated Press in Washington Post, July 26, 1998, p. A10.
2. See MIM Theory 7 for an in-depth article on the Young Lords Party.
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The Maoist Internationalist Movement
come fo sustained power with populism and colonial social-democracy). 1965
saw the launch of a movement for statehood based on the idea it would gain
minimum wage and other labor protection standards for Puerto Rican workers.
Out of this movement arose a strong showing in the plebiscite on status in 1967
and Luis Ferre came to power as governor as the head of the new party called
the PNP in 1968. (26)

The PNP argued that it was necessary to have an eight persyn Puerto Rican
delegation in Congress and votes in the electoral college to assure that Puerto
Rico's budget not be cut.(27) Reagan ended up cutting the Puerto Rico budget
in his first term.

Some have noted that as the multinationals repatriated more and more prof-
its out of the country, the only thing that made up the difference was the increase
of U.8. federal outlays to Puerto Rico. “Federal transfers--both in the form of
program grants, such as those for education or urban improvement, and in the
form of grants made directly to individuals, such as food stamps-came to play
an increasingly significant role in sustaining the island economy. In 1950, they
represented a mere © percent of the island’s GDP; by 1980, federal assistance
accounted for 29 percent and over 60 percent of Puerto Ricans were receiving
food stamps."(28)

One basis for annexationism has been removed with the introduction of mini-
mum wages. The notion that minimum wage laws in the U.$. will protect Puerto
Ricans has had an influence on wages in Puerto for some time. In 1982, those
minimum wages finally fell into line with U.$. minimum wages.(29) Raymond
Carr either did not know or passed over this point, but the U.$. companies in
Puerto Rico have to pay $5.15 an hour. Itis perhaps difficult for the colonial
bourgeoisie to argue that it is necessary to have statehood to have the minimum
wage, when Puerto Rico can set its own minimum wage for itself. Currently it is
$4.25, Thus during the PNP period of power the wages equalized at the lower
end. ,

Another basis for the PNP is the Cubans who left Cuba after the revolution.
According to Liberal bourgeois historian Raymond Carr, “the most solid social
support for the PNP comes from the Cuban exile community, many of whom
are members of the prosperous former middle class who have fled the perils of
socialism in their home island. . . . Their twenty thousand-odd votes are critical
to the PNP; without them, Romero would not be govemor of Puerto Rico.”(30)
That is a reference to the narrow margin of victory in 1980 by the PNP.

Historically, statehood had its support from sugar planters wishing to be part
of the USA. Important labor, socialist, Cuban and Black leaders joined in. Al-
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At the end of June more well-known political figures were arrested for civil dis-
obedience at the Vieques bombing site, including Puerto Rican nationalist leader
Lolita Lebron and Ponce mayor Rafael Cordero Santiago. Lebron, now 81, was
part of an amed attack on the u.s. no:mamm in 1954 and served 25 years in u.s.
federal prison. Bail for her was set at $30,000, which she refused to post. New
York State Assembly member Adam Clayton Powell Il was also arrested. His
father was a well known Black congressman in the 1960s and his great grandfa-
ther was mayor of San Juan in the 1940s. Jacqueline Jackson, wife of Reverend
Jesse Jackson, was sentenced to 10 days in prison and kept in solitary confine-
ment because she refused to submit to body searches.(2)

Alberto de Jesus Mercado received the longest sentence for protesting the
u.s. Navy bombing of Vieques. On probation for civil disobedience in Vieques,
De Jesus was one of the protesters who hung the Puerto Rican and Vieques
flags on the Statue of Liberty in November of 2000. Federal Judge Hector Laffitte
revoked De Jesus’ probation on June 20 and sentenced him to a year in prison.
Asked if he had anything to say, De Jesus held up a ripped T-shirt that read
“Vieques or Death.” Laffitte ordered psychiatric treatment for De Jesus.(2)

In the united snakes protesters are being arrested as well. Reverend Al
Sharpton remains in federal prison in Brooklyn serving a 90 day sentence (since
May 23). He staged a hunger strike taking only liquids starting on May 29 and
lasting until June 28.(2) Seven people were arrested at an anti-Navy protest in
Hartford Connecticut, including State Representative Evelyn Mantilla, The pro-
testers were engaging in peaceful civil disobedience in front of the U.S. Armed
Forces Recruitment Center demanding an immediate end to Naval military activi-
fies on the island of Vieques.{3)

Of course, a number of Amerikan politicians continue to spew their old lies
about the helpless idiots in the Third World who need the u.s. imperialists to
occupy, exploif, and oppress them. The worst example this month comes from
Representative James V. Hansen (R-Utah) in an interview on NPR. He said that
Puerto Ricans should not get any special treatment because “They sit down
there on welfare and very few of them paying taxes, got a sweetheart deal.”(4)
Yeah, having the Navy steal your land, bomb your island, contaminate and de-
stroy your environment, and decimate your economy by destroying key industries
(fishing, agriculture, cattle-ranching) sure is a sweetheart deal. Perhaps we could
move the u.$. bourgeoisie to Vieques when we give back the land of the united
$tates to it's rightful original owners and let them enjoy the luxury of cleaning up
the toxic waste for the Puerto Rican people.

Notes: 1. Weekly News Update on the Americas, Issue 597, July 8, 2001. Ni-
caragua Solidarity Network of Greater New York, wnu@igc.org 2. Weekly News
Update on the Americas, Issue 596, July 1, 2001. Nicaragua Solidarity Network
of Greater New York, wnu@igc.org 3. Vieques Libre - hitp.//www.viequeslibre.
org, June 27, 2001. 4. The Washington Post, July 1, 2001; Page B0
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The Maoist Internationalist Movement
ar reform governments. 1hey became, I Angel QUINKEro RIVEras phrase, the
technocrats of the new industrial welfare state which is modern Puerto Rico. . ..

‘Beneath them--although the class lines are somewhat blurred at this point-
-is a new middle class proper, the genuine children of the embourgeoisement
process, the product, sui generis, of the transformation of the society from a
quiet, rural economy into a modern, American-style urban economy, with its
frenetic pace, its frantic search for social status, its obsessive materialism, and,
in brief, its compelling anxiety to ‘make the grade’ in a new competitive world.
Statistically, it forms something like 20 to 25 percent of the population. Occupa-
tionally, it includes teachers, government employees, doctors, dentists, welfare
workers, salesmen, owners and managers of satellite service industries, junior
executives, secretaries, mass media functionaries, technicians, and others. Its
physical presence, highly visible, can be seen in the myriad suburban villa areas
that have proliferated in the expanding outskirts of the major cities, thus convert-
ing greater San Juan into a modern American-style megalopolis, while most of
the other Caribbean centers still remain pre-industrial townships.”(34)

Already by 1971, poverty was mainly a rural thing. 73 percent of those re-
ceiving federal aid for the neediest were in the rural areas of Puerto Rico.(35)

The economy had regressed considerably in the 1960s in terms of employ-
ment, but people had moved out of the countryside and a radical expansion
of state jobs once again cushioned the blow of a shrinking economy. In 1964
the government sector provided 12 percent of the jobs and by 1976 it was 22
percent.(36)

According to Emilio Pantojas-Garcia, it is the new petty-bourgeoisie which
most adamantly opposes independence. Created by economic ties to the USA,
the new petty-bourgeoisie seeks various ways to maintain that relationship.(37)

Prospects of development and growth of the Puerto Rican labor aristocracy

Between 1976 and 1988, Puerto Rico generated almost 200,000 new jobs.
Much of what dominated political discussion was how to attract banking busi-
ness to Puerto Rico.

It tumms out that imperialist capital benefits from commonwealth the most, be-
cause it brings tax-free shelters that would not exist if Puerto Rico were a state
in the union. In 1986, taken as a country, Puerto Rico led the whole world for
providing profits to U.$, direct investors. Not England, Canada or West Germany
matched total profits obtained in Puerto Rico.(38)
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La Lucha Boriguedna
Vieques votes G.W..wzmé ouft;
U.$. continues bombing
By MC17 .

On July 29 residents of Viegues once again demonstrated that they want the
Navy off of their island. In a referendum that drew 80.5% of the voting population,
68% voted for the “iImmediate and permanent termination of the military exercis-
es and bombings of the Navy in Vieques. Withdrawal of the Navy from Vieques
and cleaning and return of the viequense lands to its citizens.”

The next day an eviction notice was handed to the U.$. Navy on the island by
the mayor of Vieques. The united $tates considers the referendum nonbinding,
meaning that they don’t plan to listen to the will of the people and will continue
with the training exercises. But it does demonstrate that the anti- navy protesters
are not just a vocal minority as Navy supporters like to claim.

President Bush is sticking with his plan to continue bombing Vieques until
2003. In typical imperialist style, Bush plans to hold his own referendum in
Vieques in November which will only give the people the option of choosing be-
tween his plan or the Navy remaining indefinitely. Consistent with U.$. electoral
practice around the world: When unable to control the outcorne of a vote, control
the terms of voting. Oh, and try to buy off the voters. Two weeks ago the Navy
announced a program to compensate fishermen $100 per day that bombing ex-
ercises prevent them for working. At the same time the Navy announced grants
of up to $25,000 to help small businesses get started on Vieques. Of course the
united $tates has been trying to buy the support of the Puerto Rican people for
many years. Supporters of the Navy on the island expressed fear that an anti-
Navy vote could jeopardize $14 billion in annual federal aid.

The passion of the Puerto Rican people surrounding this issue was apparent
in the voting; within four hours of the polling stations opening 75% of the island’s
registered voters had cast their ballots. It is no surprise that the Navy is ignoring
the will of the Puerto Rican people. The U.$. navy is all about ignoring the will of
the people around the world. It's purpose, along with the rest of the imperialist
military, is to put down any resistance to U.$. imperialism around the world.

Notes: Associated Press, July 29, 2001,

Conservative politicians jump on the Vieques
bandwagon as arrests and bombings continue

By MC17

;mc.a. mo,assma m%mmaswmsm_::ma mzdﬂma _sgmo:smm%a
population of Puerto Rico as well as a substantial section of the united $tates
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economic growth should be balanced by the cases of capitalist countries where
there has been regression in GNP per capita. As we showed in MT#1, the facts
are that in the Third World, losers outnumber winners. In fact, even in Europe,
the oldest imperialist powers such as Portugal and Eastern Europe have seen
losses of position relative to their hey-days. It is not that capitalism is a dynamic
influence (except relative to feudalism). Some countries can gain especially in a
combination of favorable tax, tariff and land reform struggles, but others will just
as surely fall back.

Itis almost a tautology to say that the strategy pursued in Puerto Rico can-
not be pursued elsewhere. The premise of Puerto Rican development is that
corporations operate there tax-free and Puerto Rico faces no tariffs to export to
the USA. If all countries were able to operate tax-free vis-a-vis Uncle Sam, then
the corporations would spread out very thinly and no one country would benefit
from such a status. The same is true of tariff advantages. If all countries had
no tariffs placed on their goods imported into the U$A, there would be a differ-
m“z kind of advantage, but not the kind where capital concentrates itself in one
place. ;

The fact that Puerto Rico’s “model of development” or “showcase to Latin
America” is not reproducible is immediately apparent in Puerto Rico's reaction to
Reagan’s CBI-- Caribbean Basin Initiative. Reagan wanted to make investment
and trade advantages available to all of the Caribbean islands and El Salvador.
Puerto Rico objected and critics accused Puerto Rico of foot-dragging in its ad-
ministrative role for the CBI. Among other things, the Puerto Ricans feared that
their rum sales would be undercut as other islands got in on the act of producing
rum and selling it to the USA tariff-free. In response, the Puerto Rican govern-
ment even protested “discrimination™?}(40)

Prospects for revolution

This being the 100th anniversary of the infamous Yankee invasion, the
prospects of revolution are much better. Political energy and focus is being
brought to bear. In 1997, polls conducted for the San Juan Star showed that the
public already rejected certain elements of integration with U.$. imperialism. For
example, support for statehood had failed to cross 36 percent for several years.

Over two-thirds of Puerto Ricans opposed losing the ability to go to interna-
tional sports events and beauty contests as Puerto Rico instead of part of the
United States. 75 percent opposed making English the official language.

With 89 percent literacy, now more than ever the Puerto Rican masses are
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Au.$. Navy spokesman put the following spin on the protests: “Most of
these people have a political affiliation, and their cause has nothing to do with
Vieques."(3) While MIM can’t speak for the protestors, it is clear that they are
taking a stand against the damage being done to a part of their nation by an im-
perialist military. If Gordon’s statement is alluding to the fact that the protestors
have larger goals in mind besides getting the Navy out of Vieques, then more
power to them. For without dealing with the larger problem of u$ involvement in
Puerto Rico, the smaller problems will not go away.

Even politically conservative Puerto Ricans are outraged at the u.s. occupa-
tion and destruction of Vieques. There were over 400 cases pending against
Vieques protesters on July 10 when assistant u.s. prosecutor Lilliam Mendoza
Toro filed papers demanding that she be excused from prosecuting the cases.
The papers filed by her lawyer stated “As a Puerto Rican, Mendoza believes
strongly in the Vieques movement and feels that she cannot prosecute another
Puerto Rican who is defending something that she believes in."(1)

President Clinton stated that the Navy will leave by May 2003 if the people
of Vieques vote them out some time next near.(3) Clinton needs to wake up be-
cause the people have already spoken! If he had any true intentions of listening
to their needs the Navy would have been pulled out a long time ago. The vote is
being used by Clinton to postpone action, If it does occur next year it will give
the u$ plenty of time to influence the results, as is their common practice with
votes in Latin America. A vote will not reveal the people's true desires as long as
the nation is under imperialist influence. L S

On July 12 the United Nations Decolonization Committee passed a resolution
supporting an end to the u.s. occupation of Puerto Rico. The resolution stated in
part: “lwe] encourage the government of the United States...to order an end fo
the exercises and military maneuvers of its armed forces on the inhabited island
of Vieques and to return the occupied land to the people of Puerto Rico, to end
the persecution, arrests and mistreatment of peaceful demonstrators, to respect
fundamental human rights like the right to health and to economic development,
and to order the decontamination of the areas of impact.”(1)

Passing a resolution that is non-binding and requires no action on the part of
the UN member states is not going to change the u.s. position. But the global
pressure against u.s. occupation of Vieques is growing as the Puerto Rican
people remain steadfast in their vocal protest. \

In 1975, the united $tates withdrew the naval forces from Culebra, another
small island that is part of Puerto Rico, because of the powerful and united
protests against the Amerika's presence.(2) The successful resistance to that
occupation serves as an example that liberation can only be achieved by forcing
the Amerikan military out, not by asking politely or electing the right person.
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fong as this is possible and There 1S N0 Open 1ascist AiCtalorship, ProSpects Tor
revolution are diminished.
Notes:1.Raymond Carr, Puerto Rico: A Colonial Experiment (NY: New York Uni-
versity Press, 1984), p. 231,

2. Gordon K. Lewis, Notes on the Puerto Rican Revolution: An Essay on
%%‘wwqma m@oﬂimzam and Caribbean Resistance (NY: Monthly Review Press,

, p. 52

3. Ronald Femandez, The Disenchanted Island: Puerto Rico and the United
States in the Twentieth Century, 2nd ed. (Westport, CT: 1996), p. 239.

4, William M. Kunstler and Ronald L. Kuby, intro. Ronald Fernandez, The Dis-
enchanted Island: Puerto Rico and the United States in the Twentieth Century,
2nd ed. (Westport, CT; 1996), p. xi,

La Lucha Boriguefia
arrest with help from local Tisherpeople.(1)

In spite of the widespread protest and condemnation of u.$. bombing of
Vieques among the people of Puerto Rico, the united $tates and its NATO allies
staged a mock invasion of the island on October 17. Fifty warships, 31,000 u.$.
soldiers and an undisclosed number of other Western troops participated in the
largest military exercises on Vieques in four years.(2)

The united $tates has held Puerto Rico as a colony since before World War |
One of the important benefits to the united $tates is the use of Vieques as am
tary training base. The u.$. navy has destroyed the economy and the environ-
ment of Vieques while carrying out military exercises that prepare it to put down

y

any uprisings against imperialism around the world.

There has been increasing protest against the u.$. Navy's occupation of
Vieques after a civilian security guard was killed there over a year ago. This
heightened awareness of and opposition to their position as a u.$. colony among
the people of Puerto Rico has led to significant outcry against their inability to
vote in the u.$. presidential election this year, Although Puerto Ricans have u.$.
n“z.q.msmzu and can be drafted into the military, they do not have a vote in the
election.

Eleven Puerto Ricans brought a lawsuit in federal court challenging the
exclusion of Puerto Ricans from participating in the presidential elections. On
August 29th Judge Jaime Pieras of the Federal District Court in San Juan rulled
that Puerto Ricans, as u.$. citizens, have the right to vote in a general election.
Pieras pointed out that u.$. citizens living outside of the united $tates can vote
in absentia so the fact that Puerto Rico is not a state should not prohibit Puerto
Ricans living on the island from voting. Puerto Rican governor Rosello’ then
signed a law that will allow the vote to take place.(3)

The u.$. government challenged this ruling in the United States Court of
Appeals for the First Circuit in Boston. The appeals court sided with the govern-
ment and overturned the district court, saying that Puerto Ricans cannot vote in
presidential elections as long as Puerto Rico is not a state.(4)

MIM does not consider the fight for a vote in the presidential elections for the
people of Puerto Rico to be a revolutionary battle. Allowing the Puerto Rican
people to have a say in which imperialist will lead the exploitation and oppres-
sion of the world's people will not advance the cause of the world's oppressed.
And it will not be a step closer to self- determination for the islands of Puerto
Rico. MM stands strong with the people of Puerto Rico in their demand that the
u.$. Navy get off of Vieques. And we state unequivocally that Puerto Rico has a
right to national self-determination, without u.$. occupying troops, or intervening
capitalist corporations, political control of the government, or any other form of
colonial occupation by the united snakes.
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The Maoist Internationalist Movement

La Lucha Boriguefia

This unique combination of circumstance makes Puerto Rico a microcosm of
imperialism and its relationship to oppressed nations. Using the carrot more than
in most oppressed nations, U.S. imperialism has created a “split in the working
class” in Puerto Rico. The workers are not all sub-minimum wage proletarians
and they are not all labor aristocracy. As an island, Puerto Rico would be the
poorest U.$. state, but there are parts that certainly resemble the Mainland
states, especially in the urban and suburban areas where living conditions are
very similar to those in the Mainland USA.

When the people rise up against colonialism, the U.S. Government cracks
down with killings and imprisonment. Even though Puerto Rico is not the 51st
state, the U.S. Government calls some actions of the Puerto Rican patriots
“sedition” and convicts Puerto Rican patriots in U.S. courts.

g_gcgo_%gg ”:w\nmmome_ m:am_,amam%osmo%:m;oEamsmm@mﬁﬂ
U.$. domination. That is what all Marxist-Leninist-Maoists must do to uphold the
right of self-determination in Puerto Rico.

Hence, we call for the unconditional release of all Puerto Rican prisoners of
war. As of yet, the same U.$. government founded by George Washington has
yet to uphold international treaties and _,mnomaum the prisoner of war status of
the anti-colonial freedom-fighters in Puerto Rico.

All Puerto Ricans in prison are political prisoners; although not alf are prison-
ers of war. Puerto Rican political prisoners should all be released to be tried by
Puerto Rican justice systems. Some prisoners are truly sick and will be incarcer-
ated by the will of the Puerto Rican people, but most are victims of the world's
leading prison state per capita -- the U$A. The majority will readily redeem

themselves given a chance in a socialist system.

MIM seeks to uphold the Maoist tradition of the Young Lords Party - Puerto
Rican Maoists organized here in the U$A with the inspiration of the Black
Panther Party. It is our duty to render material aid to the organization of a Maoist
party that will conduct the People’s War in Puerto Rico.

Itis also our duty given the actually existing conditions to call on the Euro-
Amerikan settiers moving to Puerto Rico to do business or retire to respect the
national aspirations of the Puerto Rican people. We expect that land currently
held by Euro-Amerikan setflers will be retumed to the Puerto Rican people
through revolution.

MIM supports all peaceful and armed efforts of the Puerto Rican patriots
against the U.$. government. There are two mistakes to avoid through this line.
One is to avoid opposing the right fo self-determination. The Puerto Rican
people are entitled to fight any way they choose. Some will fight better than oth-
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content fired during exercises on Vieques this year was 90 pounds.(2)

The Pentagon also admitted that they used Vieques to store nuclear weap-
ons between 1956 and 1975 without informing even the puppet government of
Puerto Rico.(3) ,

The u.$. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has announced that it wil
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The Maoist Internationalist Movement

mination is not real democracy. It is not possible to talk about the Puerfo Rican
people exercising their right to self determination with u.s. troops occupying their
island and the u.s. government controlling the country,

The economy of the island, where the average wage is far lower than in the
u.s., suffers from high unemployment and low paying jobs. Since the Puerto Ri-
can people have never had the opportunity to develop a self-sufficient economy,
their livelihood is dependent on the many foreign (mostly Amerikan) corporations
that set up shop for the cheap labor and good tax deals. As an amerikan colony,
Puerto Rico has provided the u.s. a very strategic military base, a resource of
cheap labor for manufacturing plants, and a vacation resort close to home. U.$
corporations control 90% of the Puerto Rican economy.

In Puerto Rico's last country-wide vote on status in 1993, 48.6% voted to re-
main a u.s. commonwealth, 46.3% for statehood and 4.4% percent for indepen-
dence. [Note that RAIL in no way sees this as truly representative of the people
of Puerto Rico.] Commonwealth status, which dates back to 1952, means that
Puerto Ricans are legally u.s. citizens and may serve in the armed forces. But
they pay no federal taxes and cannot vote for president.

At this moment, there is a great difficulty in Puerto Rico's simply holding.
plebiscites. One problem is who to count. All Puerto Ricans have U.$. citizenship
and all U.$. citizens can establish themselves to live and vote in Puerto Rico by
fulfilling a residency requirement, according to a professor in Puerto Rico at the
School of the Inter-Americas. There are pensioners retiring to Puerto Rico from
the U$A just as if Puerto Rico were Florida, These Euro-Amerikan settlers with
the right to vote in Puerto Rico obviously cannot be wrestling with a Puerto Rican
national identity. ;

Another problem is that so much of Puerto Rico’s population is in the U$A or
formerly part of the U$A. Both these problems of who to count in a plebiscite are
a result of the 1898 invasion by Yankee imperialism. Puerto Rico has no rep-
resentation in the U.S. Government (no Congress people and no voting for the
President) and it does not pay federal taxes, but it has had citizenship rights and
economic subordination to the USA.

At this time, the plebiscite that most u.s. and mainstream Puerto Rican politi-
cians propose would simply show what the Puerto Rican people will say with the
bribery and arm-fwisting of Uncle Sam. Only the people themselves in Puerto
Rico can establish a true plebiscite of the people for self-determination. After a
stage of revolutionary nationalism, the Puerto Rican people will be able to decide
their future without the influence of imperialist power. :

Anti-imperialists must use this opportunity a,mxnomm the lie of self-determi-

nation at every tum, We must remain strong in our demand for complete u.s.
withdrawal from the island of Puerto Rico. V
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up to prevent the Navy from bombing. Protesters have been occupying the terri-

tory the Navy claims to own for six months. Federal agents have been prepared

to move in and clear out the protestors but public outcry in Puerto Rico and

the u.$. has at least temporarily convinced the government that such an action

ME_Q lead to a dangerous and uncontainable response, particularly in Puerto
ico.

The government of Puerto Rico, led by Pedro Rosell— a supporter of state-
hood for the island, is trying to take advantage of the popular outcry against
the u.$. Navy presence. Rosell— placed himself at the front of the movement
(after the protests were well underway and clearly had gained the support of the
vast majority of the Puerto Rican people) and claims that he is representing the
people in their demands to get the Navy off of Vieques. But the Puerto Rican
government has a long history of collaboration with the u.$. government and
military. Puppets, willing to do the bidding of the Amerikan government, use the
position of governor to fool the Puerto Rican people into believing that they have
some amount of self-determination.

Pretending to objectively study the issue after it became clear that the
protests on Puerto Rico would not go away on their own, President Clinton
appointed a four-member Pentagon review panel. In the end of September they
recommended resumption of live-fire combat training on Vieques.

The Em?.@ of colonialism on Vieques
Page 43
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The Maoist Internationalist Movement
PITted to Implementing a majority Choice or PUEIHO RIco's TUtUIe Status.
Of course the U.$. is not willing to remove u.s. political, military and corporate
control of the island and then let the people really have a free choice. Since the
Puerto Rican people have never had the opportunity to develop a self-sufficient
economy, their livelihood is dependent on the many foreign (mostly Amerikan)
corporations that set up shop for the cheap labor and good tax deals.

As an amerikan colony, Puerto Rico has provided the u.s. a very strategic
military base, a source of cheap labor for manufacturing plants, and a vaca-
tion resort close to home. U.$ corporations control 90% of the Puerto Rican
economy.

The PDP opposition to the way the commonwealth status was phrased is
ironic: the PDP claimed that the definition was a “colonial” one. But the defini-
tion on the ballot was an accurate description of the current status. The PDP
wanted to add a few benefits to the status which the U.$. has already rejected.
included is the provision that Puerto Ricans acquire the ability to make trea-
ties with other nations and veto federal laws.(3) In reality the PDP supports the
status quo, with or without these enhancements, Their push for “none of the
-above" seems like more of a political maneuver than a real attempt to gain more
autonomy and move away from a colonial relationship with the u.s.

- As a‘Freely associated state” or commonwealth, the Puerto Rican people
have u.s. citizenship but if they live in Puerto Rico they can riot vote on.us.
ballots. Puerto Rican's can and are expected to fight in u.s. wars, and Puerfo
Ricans sustain combat causalities in u.s. wars in numbers far exceeding their
proportion in the population.

Rosello’ acknowledged that the “none of the above” option was being used
as a protest vote by many who oppose his administration, the privatization of
the island’s telephone company as well as his position on statehood.(3) The
plebiscite was called for by Puerto Rican governor Pedro Rossello’ in an attempt
to pressure the u.s. congress to admit Puerto Rico as a state.

MIM supports the Puerto Rican peoples right to self determination. And for
true self-determination the u.s. must first end its imperialist domination of the
istand. Join MIM and support the Puerto Rican national liberation struggle.

Notes:

1. Washington Post, 14 December 1998, Page AG2.
2. Reuters, 13 December 1998,

3. Washington Post, 15 December 1998, p.A10.
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Besides the above leaders, there are ten other Puerto Rican prisoners for
whom activists are demanding amnesty and freedom. Carmen Valentn was
sentenced to 98 years; Alicia Rodrguez to 85 years; Carlos A. Torres to 78 years;
Dyicia Pagn to 63 years; Alberto Rodrguez to 35 years; Elizam Escobar to 68
years; Adolfo Matos to 78 years; Edwin Corts to 35 years; Antonio Camacho to
15 years and Juan Segarra to 65 years. ,

RAIL supports and struggles for genuine national liberation of the Puerto
Rican nation. Continued military, economic, political, social and cultural domi-
nation of the people will only be halted when the imperialists are kicked out of
Puerto Rico and the people are free to develop socialism. We must struggle to
end the unjust incarceration of Puerto Rican leaders and we must continue to
expose and build opposition to the use of Amerikan gulags in general as a tool
for national oppression. The struggle against unjust incarceration and increased
imprisonment of oppressed nationals is a necessary battle in the path to libera-
tion.

Notes: For detailed information on COINTELPRO, check out Agents of Re-
pression, by Ward Churchill and Jim Vander Wall. South End Press, Boston, MA.
All quotes taken from the National Committee to Free Puerto Rican Prisoners of
War and Political Prisoners. 2607 W. Division, Chicago, lllinois 60622, < hitp://
www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/Lobby/5919/> :

Puerto Rican people:
U.$. Navy out of Vieques

MIM NOTES No. 201 January 1, 2000
by MC17

On December 3 President Clinton ordered a halt to all live-fire military training
on the Puerto Rican island of Vieques after more than seven months of vocal
protests by the Puerto Rican people. Clinton also ordered an end to all military
mxﬁmaﬁmm on the island within five years unless local residents agree to an
extension.

This plan demonstrates that under imperialism, some reforms are achiev-
able through mobilized action on the part of the people. After years of people
complaining to mainstream political leaders about the Navy activities on Vieques
were ignored, recent protests and occupation of land the Navy claims to own
finally got the attention of the u.s. government.

- But the imperialists will not give in without a fight, What sounds like a victory
for the Puerto Rican people is really just a few small concessions while the u.s.
government and its military wait and hope that the protesters will go away. There

has still been no decision on what is considered “inert” ammunition, a type of
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The Maoist Internationalist Movement

dates back o 1952, means that Puerto Ricans are legally u.s. citizens and may
mmzmm In the armed forces. But they pay no federal taxes and cannot vote for
president.

Rossello’ said “the Puerto Rican electorate should be given the right to end
colonialism.” But MIM agrees with the representative from the National Com-
mittee to Free Puerto Rican POWs and Political Prisoners who asked during
the question and answer period: “How can you speak about self determination
without the withdrawal of u.s. troops from Puerto Rico?” Self determination is
not possible for an occupied people. Any referendum held under such conditions
does not offer the people real power and real freedom of choice,

Several Puerto Rican activists protested outside the talk before it began
shouting “Piti Yanqui go to Hell, Puerto Rico not for Sale.” Those who spoke dur-
ing the question period in favor of independence got loud applause but only from
a minority in the audience: most of the Puerto Ricans in the crowd were Rossello’
supporters who cheered loudly when he gave the stupid response to one ques-
tion about the national oppression of Puerto Rican people in this country “You
have a choice, you can go back o Puerto Rico.” As if in Puerio Rico the people
are all living free from national oppression because they are not in the minor-
ity. This demonstrates Rossello’ 's total lack of understanding of the concept of
colonialism and makes it clear that he only uses the term as rhetoric to appease
the Puerto Rican peoples genuine desire for self determination.

A Puerto Rican activist with Latinos for Social Change pointed out that
in 1917 u.s, citizenship was imposed on Puerto Rico after the Puerto Rican
legislature voted against it. And in both Puerto Rico and the united states they
have criminalized the struggle for independence. He pointed out that resolution
1514 in the United Nations states that every colonial country has a right to self
determination and can use every means necessary to struggle for independence.
When Rossello’ tried to respond to him by also wzmmmmmsm he go back to Puerto
Rico he pointed out that 60% of Puerto Ricans on the island live off of food
mﬁ:m , 13% of the island is occupied by the u.s. military and unemployment
is 19%. MIM would add fo this that Rossello himself said that as many Puerto
Ricans live in the u.s. as on the island (where the population is 3.8 million) so
omm‘g out the struggle for self-determination for Puerto Rican people within u.s.
borders is an important part of the national liberation struggle.

After he had spoke for about a minute both Rossello’ and the Harvard
moderator tried to shut up this activist, telling him he could only ask a question
and could not state his opinion, They threatened to call security when he went
on for another sentence. And rather than respond to the activist's statements,
Rossello’ said “you have demonstrated what system you would impose on the
Puerto Rican people by your actions here tonight.” This is ironic considering that
the pro-colonialism view is given hours of free speaking time but when the pro-
independence view attempts to speak for a minute (less time than several of the
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Freedom and Amnesty for Puerto
Rican independence leaders

The Counter Intelligence Program(COINTELPRO) began in 1956 as a coordi-
nated effort by the FBI to undermine the Communist Party USA. COINTELPRO
subsequently intensified its attacks against progressive and revolutionary leaders
and organizations. COINTELPRO has been used to infiltrate, split and smash
various Black, Puerto Rican, Chicano, First nation, and anti-imperialist orga-
nizations. Through COINTELPRO, the FBI has harassed, wrongfully arrested,
framed and imprisoned leaders of the %mogm,m movements. Leaders have been
murdered outright as a result of COINTELPRO operations. This imperialist
program intensely repressed the people’s movements in the 1960s and 1970s
and continues to repress the people’s movements of today. And as then, the aim
of M_:w mmsmzm_mma today is to dismantle the people's struggles to achieve justice
and liberation.

During the 1980s, the Fuerzas Armadas de Liberacin Nacional (FALN) and
other organizations devoted fo Puerto Rican independence were the target of
some of the FBI's most intense covert operations. Many Puerto Rican activists
mﬁ _ﬁmm w%mm_ public of Puerto Rico suffered massive raids lead by the FBI

Puerto Rican independence movement leaders and activists accused of being
members of the FALN have received sentences of 35 to 105 years in prison.
There are still currently 15 Puerto Rican activists in the gulags convicted of
seditious conspiracy (attempting to overthrow the u.s. govemnment) and alleged
membership in the FALN - not one of them was charged with or convicted of any
action which resulted in bloodshed.

Oscar Lpez Rivera is one of the 15 men and wimmin accused of membership
in the FALN. He was arrested in 1981 and is serving a sentence of 70 years in
the Amerikan gulags. “At one time or another during their lengthy imprisonment,
most of them have been subjected to brutal psychological or physical abuse,
including assault, multiple strip-searches, body-cavity searches, and extended
periods of isolation and sensory deprivation. But because government authorities
perceive Oscar to be a leader, they have singled him out for the harshest, most
continuous attack. They hope to break the other political prisoners, as well as the
Puerto Rican independence movement as a whole, by breaking his spirit.”

For the last eleven years, Oscar has been incarcerated in a small isolated
cell with no contact visitations allowed. “Oscar has also been framed with false
disciplinary charges and subjected to sting operations which used desperate
prisoners as informants and provocateurs.” In a 1986 operation, he was falsely
accused of conspiring to escape from prison which resulted in the pigs sentenc-
ing him to an additional 15 year sentence. Oscar has been continuously placed
in isolation despite compliance with rules and despite similarly situated prisoners

Page 39




L obed

'SeUIUN0D
Jayjo u) suoinjoass paipnis pue suexiom jeydsoy Busziuebio uebaq ‘esA jey)
sisyjoul asejiem Jo 916bns ay) pepioddns ‘sweiBoid uoposieq Buiuosiod pee
pue jsepyealg eal4 uebaq ap "sidoed 1no snes o) sweiboid o) Bupybiy jeais
Loy $OR0B} PaliyS, Uy} pue 8oijo ue uado 0} 8jge a1am spio Bunoj ey

'spio] Bunoy ey 1seue 0} eled oym sBid sy} je sepioq Bumony

Ul Jeje] pue ‘sLioo.q pulyeq Isiy :uj peulof oLiegd |3 JO Sessel 8y} )| sAowel

0} 8ABY pInom A}0 8y} B1ouM Jeaus ey} Jo J8jusd sy Ui (SIeD peuopueqe pue)

abequeb ey) pajid Asu) :so1oe) paljiys Aeyy Aepung Bumojjo} ay) uo os ‘dny yoid

Jupip smaio uojejiues sy Jnq ‘abeqseb yym sued ysel) pue sbeq abeqieb pajy

aiped O71A 8y} syeam om} Jsi au} Jod ‘Aqsiessed o} ainjeisl| peinquisip pue (AN

‘wepeH ysiueds) ouleg |3 Jo s)ealls 8u} pauesid (1A By} ‘sAepung sAisseoons

104 "ansual( ebeqies) auy sem sidoad ueory otmsnwmc“ 0} O1A 84} Wubnosg
Yolym Jey) pue uoneziuebio spio Bunoy eu) Joj 81B6nss Jofew jsil 8y

(O11A) uoneziuefio.

$pJo7] Bunoi 8y 0} pafueyo sem aleU By} pue ‘Zauswiy eyd BYY Juspisaid-usL)
Aq 2961 w1 pezioyijod s1am Asy | "spio Bunoa sy paijjeo Bueb jeess obeayn
B Se G9p} Ul uebaq uoneziueBip siexniop AIBUORNIOASY UBDIY OMend 8y}

‘JusweAow sy} jo abe)s sy} 18 pauiuLslep 8q Jok

Jouues 8i66nas jey) jo uuoy sy} Ing "wsifeLsdwi ueuawy woly sajdosd oule

axg 904} 0} papasu 556001 AIRLOIN|OASI BU) S| UOHEIBG) [BUOHEU JBY) MOUY aM

; %8_ 1l ‘Aepoj jusuiped Aish [3s 88 S0/61 PUB SOOB1 SU} Ul Alied Spi0T

UNOA 81 Aq pasiel suolsanb sy "SUoieU Mau Se Bjiun MOU UBd BYUBUY Ul

‘Aue Ji ‘sdnoib Jeym pue ‘puiysq ye| Ay} suoleu ey} o ued [ins sle sdnoib Jeum

‘SeAjesuIBY) Ul suoneu ase sdnoib Jeym jnoge suolisanb uedo Auew aie aisly

‘sjuesBiuiwi Jueoes ApAiees Buieq eyuaWY Ul Soule AUBuw 08 UM “peleoijdiod
puE Jinolyip s1 exusWY Ul suoneN oupe Buowe Buiziuebio Aleucinjorey

wisjjeuoleN Alguojnjonsy Jsiuiie- UBLEBIOIS /4 MoBl L WIW woy pejdieox]

S0.61 @243 ul diysiapeaj Aieuoiynjonsas
tAjaed spio- Bunoj
“wsijeuadu) moiypero o} by euy ut Wi Buiuiol Aq
LUSI|ILio]oo UBdlyY Oend {0 AIBsienuUe Jeek 0| SU} SjeIOLBWLIOY 'UoNBUILLS)
-ep-yles 0} Jybu sy} esiaiexa Ajeutj o} sjdoad uBdY OLeNd BY} MOJjE PUE LS|
~Laduil moiyneno (im jeuy) eibbnils uoneeqy jeuoneu ey Joj edoad ay sziuebio
8M “S'N B} pue 001y OMeNd Ui Yjoq ‘Suil} Swes sy} Jy "PUB|S! 8L} JOAO [01JU0D
[eonijod pue Aejijiw s'n ujebe azjuebio em seaq sy} Jo Alleq sy UM ‘sajBls
pajlun ey u] ejdoad ueoly olend euj Joj uojeuluLSlep jjes suinusb Joj siubi
INIIN 001y Opend Ul wsijeladwi 'S’ JO S189K 00| 8Y} SJRIOWSUILIOD M SY

‘sede ylim pausiesly] st sayesds auj ‘(suoysenb pooysiess -0id Jsyjo
- eyenbuog eyont g7

8¢ ebed

(£ Aosy | NI Ul OMYHd pue
dTA ‘OTTA 9U) Jo mainal S || 898) diysiepes Jo Suolisod pazels pue piemio)
paddajs suoneziuebio asey Ul UILWIM BU) 1B} U} “UORN|oAS] 8y} Ul pue K108
U ujwwim jo sjos 8y Jo sisAjeue Jiojjdxe op pip AU} ‘OMYNd 8u) pue d1A 8u)
1O SMOUY IIA JBUM WoL “ples Zauawwir ‘uonsanb uewom 8y} jo siskjeue j0 Jo|
€ Op J,upip 8m ‘mousy noA -- soeyd ul sweiboud jnd jsnf s, ‘stueiboud jsepesiq
pue &1ed Aep sy} 0} paj OS[e oM SuIUWIM BY] ,'Ajejeledss jeul Aay) pue --
OV - - SIayi0 puy sisujop, pajied dnoib e pey [ujuiwim syy] Aey 1, ‘dnoib
suswiom sjeiedes e pey Asy) ‘dTA oY1 8Yi| USASMOH , TRy} JILUPE O} SBUO JSil
BUl 81,90 T ' OYOBW B1M Sp\ "AICIEUILLIOSID A1oA B18M aM pue, ‘pres 8y ‘AU
-NUWWWOS 84} J0 1581 8Y BYl| 1sni B1om em ‘ustom JO suws} Uy, epusb o} piebal
UM ajduwiexs Joj “yom spioT Bunoi Ales auj Jo [ealloun 10U Sem zeuatp

: o 'BUOING
spio7 BunoA Buureem Joj Jsnf ajdoad pajsene osie oum ‘eljod obesiyn sy Aq
sewn Auew pajsarie sem o “lief ul SLJUOW BUU jusds sy Jaye 1no umoly} Aje

-NjusAS sem yoiym ‘abreyo Bupie; -ebejsoy snboq e uo pajsaiie sem oH ‘pajiy

Jou ybnouy ‘pejebie) osje sem zeuswwif 'S80 SPI0T BUNOA BU) Ul OS[E Sem
‘ddg 8} 10} ALnoas jo abreyo ui sem oym ‘leeN,Q ‘zeuswir 0} Buiposoy

JUSWISAO JSijeuoieulsiu] Jsioely sy L



The Maoist Internationalist Movement

“In October of 1969, we wrote the Thirteen Point Program and Platform (re-
vised May, 1970) and Thirty Rules of Discipline (revised December, 1970)."(1)

The Young Lords Organization.was catapulted to international recognition and
recognized as a threat to the State with the People’s Church Offensive. A local
Methodist church refused space for the operation of a free breakfast program, so
after attending mass, letter writing, and other methods failed, “on December 28,
we took the church, renamed it People’s church, and for the next eleven days,
we ran free clothing drives, breakfast programs, a liberation school, political
education classes, a day care center, free health programs, and nightly entertain-
ment (movies, bands or poetry).”(1)

As the New York YLO grew after the People’s Church Offensive, they began
to notice problems with the national leadership in.Chicago. The newspaper, YLO,
wasg not coming out regularly, so the YLO did not have a poliical line to follow.
The East Coast YLO developed on their own - “the Thirteen Point Program and
Platform is an example.”(1) The Thirteen Point Program is reprinted here and
the one important disagreement we have with it is the analysis of the “millions
of poor white people” rising up. A thorough analysis of the white working class
shows that the allegiance between the imperialists and the white workers, who
they have bribed with superprofits taken from the exploitation of the oppressed
people of the world, has created a huge labor aristocracy uninterested in revolu-
tionary change.

Because of their lack of theoretical and practical leadership from their National
Leadership, the East Coast and Chicago sections split, with the East Coast
becoming the Young Lords Party. A major Young Lords Party struggle wes in
defense of hospital patients and workers. “Ninety percent of hospital workers
in New York City are Black or Puerto Rican. To meet their demands for better
conditions, and to serve the needs of the patients, the Health Revolutionary Unity
Movement (HRUM) was created.”

‘A city T.B. x-ray truck was liberated” and the Young Lords were able to
examine more than five times as many people as the city normally would. In July,
1970, Lincoln Hospital was liberated. “We ran programs, like TB and lead poison
detection services, and a day care center. * (1)

Programs and campaigns continued to expand. The YLP also worked on
prison campaigns, political prisoners, and the defense of their own organization
from State repression.

The Young Lords Party recognized and supported the Chinese Great Prole-
tarian Cultural Revolution as a revolution against the capitalist roaders inside
the Party who were attempting to restore capitalism. The YLP attributed Cuba's
problems to the failure o have a cultural revolution.(2)
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for the U.$. in previous wars.

Chicago Mayor Daley’s urban renewal program drove all the Puerto Ricans
out of Lincoln Park, which helped spark a political consciousness in the commu-
nity. “What got us involved was not the independence of Puerto Rico,” Jimenez
said, “but that they were taking our neighborhood from us. .. . Everyone else
thought urban renewal was good, They still think it's good. Urban planners all
over the country emulate what they did in Chicago.”

His involvement with local street gangs and drug use got him in trouble with
Chicago police, and landed him in jail as a young man. There he saw the guards
beating up the undocumented immigrant workers they were hauling in. His early
activism was helping these immigrants with translating. While in jail, he started
reading Martin Luther King, and then Malcolm X. “Then | wanted to go to confes-
sion,” he recalled. “And after confession | wanted to overthrow the government.”

His early reading also included material from the Brown Berets and the Black
Panther Party. With this influence, he helped tumn the Young Lords, then a street
gang, into a political organization. They read Marx and Lenin and Mao, “Some
of it related to us, you know,” he said. “The Red Book was pretty good. We could
relate to Mao because he could relate to the community.”

Their early actions were very militant, and gm« didn’t realize how much
trouble they would get into. They took over a local police station, and the urban
renewal office: “We trashed it . . . It got shut down for a few months” because of
the damage they caused, he said. They also took over the McCormick Theologi-
cal Seminary and held it for a week, demanding investments in public housing.
And they took over People’s Church, and it became national headquarters. They
gave free day care, health clinics, lead poisoning screening, and legal advice.
“We needed a lot of lawyers,” he said.

Jimenez met with Fred Hampton, the local leader of the Black Panther Party
(BPP), and Hampton told him that they were going to be in big trouble from
the takeovers, and they would need better organization. So they created more
formal organization, including ministries like the Panthers had. Then the Young
Patriots, BPP and the Young Lords together created the original “Rainbow Coali-
tion,” whose name was later stolen by Jesse Jackson.

Jimenez said such alliances were essential for them. “One of the things in
the Red Book, Mao said, ‘United the many to defeat the few.”

The FBI's COINTELPRO program targeted the Rainbow Coalition for
destruction. Fred Hampton was murdered by the Chicago Police in a raid on
his apartment in late 1969. The raid was made possible by the work of an FBI
infiltrator named William O'Neal, who provided the pigs with floor plans and
schedules of who would be where (see Agents of mmsmma:. by Ward Churchill
and Jim Vanderwall, South End Press. Boston, 1990
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The Maoist Internationalist Movement
Domingo confinue to _ i
fight against gringo ;
domination and its
puppet generals.
The armed liberation
struggles in Latin
American are part
of the war of Latinos
against imperialism.
QUE VIVALARAZAI

3. WE WANT LIBERA-
TION OF ALL THIRD
WORLD PEOPLE.

Just as Latins first

slaved under spain

and the yanqui

Black people, Indians, ;

and Asians slavedto G i A
build the wealth of this country. For 400 years they have fought for freedom and
dignity against racist Babylon, Third World people have led the fight for freedom.
All the colored and oppressed peoples of the world are one nation under oppres-
sion. NO PUERTO RICAN IS FREE UNTIL ALL PEOPLE ARE FREE! :

4. WE ARE m,m<0rcd02>m< NATIONALISTS AND OPPOSE RACISM.

The Latin, Black, Indian and Asian peaple inside the u.s. are colonies fighting for
liberation. We know that washington, wall street , and city hall will try to make
our nationalism into racism; but Puerto Ricans are of all colors and we resist
racism. Millions of poor white people are rising up to demand freedom and we
support them. These are the ones in the u.s. that are stepped on by the ruler
and the government. We each organize our people, but our fights are the same
a m%mm mﬁnammwo: and we will defeat it fogether. POWER TO ALL OPPRESSED

5. WE WANT EQUALITY FOR WOMEN, DOWN WITH MACHISMO ANDMALE
CHAUVANISM.

Under capitalism, woman have been oppressed by both society and our men.
The doctrine of machismo has been used by men to take out their frustrations

on wives, sisters, mothers, and children. Men must fight along with sisters in the
struggle for economic and social equality and must recognize that sisters make
-up over half of the §o€§=mm army: sisters and brothers are equals fighting for
our people FORWARD SISTERS IN THE STRUGGLE!

o
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6. We want community control of our institutions and fand.

We want control of our communities by our people and programs to guarantee
that all institutions serve the needs of our people. People's control of police,
health services, churches, schools, housing, transportation and welfare are
needed. WE want an end to attacks on our land by urban renewal, highway de-
struction, and university corporations. LAND BELONGS TO ALL THE PEOPLE!

7. WE WANT A TRUE EDUCATION OF OUR ARC-INDIO CULTURE AND
SPANISH LANGUAGE.

We must learn our long history of fighting against cultural, as well as economic
genocide by the spaniards and now the <m:mgm, Revolutionary culture, culture of
our people, is the only true teaching. JIBARO SI, YANQUI NO :

8. WE OPPOSE CAPITALISTS AND ALLIANCES WITH TRAINTORS.

Puerto Rican rulers, or puppets of the oppressor, do not help our people. They
are paid by the system to lead our people down blind alleys, just like the thou-
sands of poverty pimps who keep our communities peaceful for business, or the
street workers who keep gangs divided and blowing each other away. We want a
society where the people socialistically control their labor. VENCEREMOS!

9. WE OPPOSE THE AMERIKKKAN MILITARY.

We demand immediate withdrawal of all u.s. military forces and bases from
Puerto Rico, VietNam, and all oppressed communities inside and outside the u.s.
No Puerto Rican should serve in the u.s. army against his Brothers and Sisters,
for the only true army of oppressed people is the People's liberation Army to fight
all rulers. U.S. OUT OF VIETNAM, FREE PUERTO RICO NOW!

10. WE WANT FREEDOM FOR ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS AND PRISON-
ERS OF WAR. :

No Puerto Rican should be in jail or prisons, first because we are a nation, and
amerikkka has no claims on us; second, because we have not been tried by our
own people (peers). We also want all freedom fighters out of jall, since they are
prisoners of war for liberation. FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS AN DPIR-
SONERS OF WAR!

11. WE ARE INTERNATIONALISTS,

Qur people are brainwashed by television, radio, zmsmn%mB schools and
books o oppose people in other countries fighting for their freedom. No longer
will we believe these lies, because we have leamned who the real enemy is and
who our real friends are. We will defend our sisters and brothers around the
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