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What is MIM?

The Maoist Internationalist Movement

is the collection of existing or emerg-

Ing Magist internationalist parties in
the Engllish-speaking imperialist countries and their
English-speaking internal semi-colonies, as well 25 the
existing or emerging Spanish-speaking Macist internation-
alist parties of Aztlin, Puerte Rico and other territories
of the ULS. Empire.

MIM uphelds the revelutlonary communist ideclogy of
Marxism-Laninlsm-Macism and is an internationalist orga-
nization that works from the vantage point of the Third
World proletariat,

MIM struggles to end the oppression of all groups over
other groups: classes, genders, nations. MIM knows this is
only pessible by building public opinion to seize power
through armed struggle, ;

Revolution is a reality for North America as the military
becomes over-axtendad in the government's attempts to
maintain world hegemony.

MiM differs from other communist parties on three main
questions: {1} MIM holds that after the proletariac seizes
power in socialist revolution, the potential exists for capi-
talist restoration under the leadership of a new bour-
geoisie within the communist party itself. In the case of
the USSR, the bourgeoisie seized power after the death of
Stalin in 1953; in China, it was after Mao's death and the
overthrow of the “"Gang of Four” in 1976. (2) MIM
uphelds the Chinasa Cultural Revolution as the farthest
advance of communlsm In huran history, {3) MIM believes
the Morth American white-working-class Is primarily a
non-revolutionary worker-elite at this time; thus, it is not
the principal vehicle to advance Maoism in this country.

MIM accepts people as mambers who agree on these
basic principles and accept democratic centralism, the
system of majority rule, on other questions of party line.

“The theory of Marx, Engefs, Lenin and Stalin is universally
applicable. We should regard it not as dogma, but as g guide
to action. Studying it is not merely @ matter of learning terms
and phrases, but of learning Marxism-Leninism as the science
of revolution.” — Mao Zedong, Selected Works, Vol Il p. 208
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WHAT WE WANT, WHAT WE BELIEVE

IVinosT INTERKATIONALIST MovemeT ProcRam, Aucust 1996

1. WE WANT COMMUNISM,

We believe thal communism is the elimination of all
oppression—the power of groups over other groups. This
includes national oppression, class oppression, and gender
oppression,

2. WE WANT SOCIALISM.

. We believe that socialism is the path 1o communism, We

believe that the current dictatorship of the bourgeoisie oppress-
es the world's majority. We believe that socialism—the dicta-
torahip of the proletrial and peisaniry—is a DECessary sicp
towards a world without ingguality o dictatorship—a commu-
nist world, We uphold the USSR under Lenin and Stalin
{1917-195%) and China under Mao (1949-1976) a3 models in
this regard.

3. WE WANT REVOLUTIOMARY ARMED STRUGGLE.

We believe thal the oppressors will not give up their
power without a fight. Emling oppression is only possible by
building public opinion o seize power through anned struggle.
We heligve, however, that armed straggle in the imperialist
couniries is 4 serious sirategic mistake until the bourgeoisic
becomes really helpless, Revolution will become a reality for
Meorth America as the ULS, military becomes over-extended in
the government's attempts w maintain world hegemony.

“We are advocates of the abolition of war, we do ot wani
war; but wer e only be abolished through war, and in order
&0 gel rid af the gun if is necessary fo take up the gun."—Mag
Zedong

4, WE WANT ORGAHIZATION.

We believe that democratic-centralism, (e system of uni-
fied application of majority decisions, 15 necessary o defeat
the oppressors. This system includes organization, leadership,
discipline and hierarchy, The oppressors use these weapons,
and we should, oo, By building a disciplined revolutionary
communist vanguard party, we follow in the tradition of com-
rades Lenin, Mo and Huey Newton,

5. WE WANT INDEPENDENT INSTITUTIONS OF AND FOR THE

OPPRESSED.

We believe that the oppressed need independent media to
busild public opinion for socialist revolution. We belicve i1
the oppressed need independent insitutions to provide land,
bread, housing, education, medical cire, clothing. justice and
peace. W believe that the best mdependent mstimution of all is
a self-reliant socialist government.

6. WE WANT CONTINUOUS REVOLUTION.

We belleve that class struggle continues under socialism.
We believe that under socialism, the danger exisis for a new
bourgeolsic o arise within the communist parly isell. We
Pelieve that these new oppressors will restose capitalism unless
ihey are stopped. We believe that the bourgeotsie seized power
in the USSR afier the death of Stalin in 1953 in China it was
alter Mao's desth and the ovenlhrow of the “Gang of Four™ in
1976, We beligve that China's Great Proletarian Coliural

_AgainsLi

Revolution (1966-1976) ks the farthest advance towards com-
munism in human history, because it mobilized millions of
people against the restoration of capitalism.

7. WE WANT K UNITED FRONT AGAINST IMPERIALISH.

We believe that (e imperialists are currently waging a hot
war—a World War II—against the world’s oppressed nations,
ingluding the 1.5, empire’s interal colonies. We seck [0 onite
all who can be united under proletarian and feminist leadership

We beligve thal the imperialist-couniry working classcs
are primarily a pro-imperialist labor aristocracy at this tme.
Likewise, we believe that the biological-wimmin of the impe-
rislist countries are primarily a gender aristocracy. Thus, while
we recrutl individuals from these and other reactionary groups
10 work against their class, national and gender interests, we do
not seek stralegic unity with them, In fact, we believe that the
imperialist-country working-classes and imperialist-country
hiologhcal-wimmin, like the bourgeoisies and petit-bour-
genisies, owe reparations 1o the international proletariat and
pensaniry. As such, one of the first strategic steps MIM will
ke upon winning state power will be (o open the borders.

Wi believe that socialism in the imperialist countries will
require the dictatorship of the international proletarial and tha
the imperialist-country working-classes will need (o be on the
receiving end of this dictatorship.

8. We wanT New DEMOCRACY FOR THE OPPRESSED HATIONS.
WE WANT POWER FOR THE OPPRESSED HATIONS TO DETERMINE
THEIR DESTINIES.

We believe that oppressed people will not be free until
they are able to determine their destinies. We look forward
the day when oppressed people will live without imperialist
police terror and will leam to speak their mind without fear of
\he consequences from the oppressor, When this day comes,
meaningful plebiscites can be beld in which the peoples will
decide for tbemselves if they want (heir own separate nation-
stilEs Or some other amemgement.

9, WE WANT WORLD REVOLUTION.

We believe it is our duty w0 support Marxism-Leninism-
Maoism everywhere, though our principal sk is 1o build pub-
lic opinion and independent institutions i preparation for
Maoist revolution in Morth America. The imperialists think
and st glohally—we must do the same.

10, WE WANT POLITICS 1H COMMAND.

We belisve that correct tactics flow from comect strate-
gies, which flow from a correct sdeological and political line,
We helieve that the fight against imperialism, capitalism and
patriarchy goes hand-in-hand with the fight against revision-
ism, chagvinism, and opporiunism.

“The correciness or atherwise of the ideological and
political line decides everything. When the Party's line is cor-
rect, then everyihing will come s way. If it has no followers,
then it can kave followers; if it has no guns, then o can have
guns; if it kas no political power, then it can have political
power, "—Man Zedong

copy and distribute » copy and distrifiute = copy and distribule = copy and distribute = copy and dislribule = copy and disiribule



Introduction to this Issue
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IM publishes this issue of MIM Theory on revolutionary environmentalism o push the debate for-
ward on socialism and the environmentalist agenda. We offer criticisms of various “lefi” environ-
mentalist lines — from the owtright First World-“Not-In-My-Backyard” movement to the idealist,
Luddite anti-industrialism — to the revolutionary environmentalism of the Communist Party of the

| Philippines. Our fundameéntal goal is eradicaling The oppression of people over people, and this goal is also

the most effective way (o liberate the environment from human aggression. We do not believe that socialism
necessarily achieves environmental salvation, but we do argue that only through socialism do we have a
chance at it. So we outline our own position on the following principles:

| Historically, the most egregious assaults on the environment have been products of oppressive rela-
tions among people. Production processes most damaging to land and resources have been made possible
through violent coerced labor conditions — from the extraction of gold, rubber, sugar and other monocrops
to the industrial pollution of multinational indusiries — that characterize colonialism and imperialism, The
drive for profit and wealth from resource-rich areas to the First World has ireated people and resources as the
same expendable mass. Multinationals” pursuit of land has forced landless peasants o practice destructive
agriculiural techniques o survive. The eradication of these destructive processes through land reform, self-
determination and independence in the Third World will halt the environmental destruction they cause.

2. Being a true environmentalist in the First World means committing national suicide, as it requires the
inevitable “sacrifice” of these resources for use above human need. But opting out of consumplion alone s
reformism — active suppon for revolutionary national liberation struggles, through working with a Maoist
party, is the most effective path to overthrowing imperialism and liberation for its human and non-human
victims,

3. Toward the goal of equality among people, production and development — including technological
development — is essential to the constrection of socialism, We will not suppon destroying or halting tech-
nological developments in areas such as power plants, refrigeration, and medical care (1o name a few) in the
name of environmental protection. After socialist revolution, a sirong military (i.e. weapons production) o
defend against capitalist aggression will also be a necessity and must not compromised for environmentalist
reasons. However, as dialectical materialists, we know that only through mobilizing the masses of people
who participate in production and agriculture in an equitable way can we apply the scientific knowledge
we've gained since the Soviet and Chinese socialist experiences to work on reducing the toxic pollutants that
characterize advanced industrial and agricultural production.

4, Maoists recognize that “the environment,” “natural resources™ and other such concepts are socially
constructed according to the values of human society. Something that exisis in nature is designated a
“resource™ if it is beneficial to human life; and that social construction is not democratically determined.
“Resources” that could produce cheap food and medicine for the poor may not be “resources” worthy of pro-
tection by those in power. Hence, we do not speak of the absolute morality of “saving the environment™
apart from our understanding of revolutionizing human social relations — and with them conceplions of
mrality.

5. Only by putting proletarian politics in command will we be able 10 address the problems of human
oppression and the exploitation of the non-human workd. Toward a greater understanding of this issue, we
explicitly invite criticism 1o this issue of MIM Theory, and are cager o host further polemics and struggle
over the correct course for Maoist environmentalism,

— MC44 & MCI2




Letters to MIM Theory
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Spear & Shield:
MIM Wrong on

—Political —

Prisoners

Two Problems (with what MIM suys
aboul what We t-a}'} i just received MIM
y Theory 11 [Am-
enkkkan Prisons
on Trial -ed.],
and here are
SOMELE COIMIMEETELS,
followed by a

rume whu:h w: puhh.r.bad in 1992,

1. We (Spear & Shield Collective)
didn’t (Mew Afrikan P.OW. Journals in
197714978) & don't say Ul CONSCIOUS-
ness is principal (... if consciousness
rather than material conditions wiks pran-
cipal, then oppressed people who did rod
THINK they were oppressed would not
be.” (p. 36)). - Practice is principal; this
is what makes Political Prisoners and
Prisoners of War! S0, "a New York
Prasoner,” as well as MIM, has guoted
1k incompletely and incorrectly.

2. You don't seem o understind that
We have YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
with “applying revolutionary leadership
10 an overwhelmingly revolutionary
population.” Our focus on imprisoned
revalutionaries is 1o give the people con-
crete examples of what We are fightng
fior, what kind of people We need © be,
and the requirements of he struggle for
land, independence & socialism.
Oftimes when conditions change for this
“geerwhelmingly ('7) revolutionary pop-
wlation™ {i.¢., release from prison of
transfer), their PRACTICE doesn’t man-
ifiest their revolutionary potential.

This all leads me 1w some other ques-
lions:

1. How closely have you REALLY
studicd this gquestion”

2. Have you ever been in prison?

3. Have yoo ever visited a political
peisoner of @ prisoner of war in u.s. pris-

ons?

4. Have you ever spoken with one (a
PP or POW) ouiside of the MIM circle
{particularly a New Afrikan Political
Prisoncr or Prisoner of War)? 5. You

nary Call all prisoners politcal prsomers, -

but do woo call all prisoners revolution-
aries?
ReBuild!
—Spear and Shield Collective
October 27, 1996

WHo ARe NEW AFRIKAN
PoumicaL PRISONERS AND
PrisoNERs oF War?

Reprinted with permission from
CROSSROAD, vol. 4 #3, winter 1992,
Spear & Shield Publications, 1340 West
Irving Fark Road, swite f08, Chicago, L
TR

During the past twenly years a very
active theoretical struggle has unfolded
arpund the Mew Afrikan Independence
Movement's stand on Mew Afrikan citi-
zens held in ULS. jails and prisons. A
major subject of this struggle has been
the evolving definition of New Afrikin
Political Prisoners and Prisoners of War,

A wendency within the Movement has
recently arisen which believes it neces-
sary to make a sharp distinction between
Mew Afrikan and noo-New Afrkan (e.g.
“Black”™) political prisoners and prisoners
of war, Two reasons are put forth for
making such distinctions: 1) the New
Afrikan Independence Movement negds
1o strengthen its ideological and structur-
al base; 2) the struggle o assert Mew
Afrikan nationality 1s a form of the
struggle between contending ideologies.

The Need to Assert New Alfrikan
Nationality

The struggle for an advanced, compre-
hensive and ideologically consisient
political line within the New Alrikan
Independence Movement 15 an expres-
sion of necessary theoretical debate
which must occur in order that contra-
dictions within the Movement and con-
tracictions between the people and the
oppressive state may be sharpened and

resolved, and so (e the Movement may
hasten the realization of its goal of
national independence and socialist
development. Theoretical struggle is
necessary because different ideas exist
within the Movement == ideas which—
have their basis in the class forces which
exist inside the nation — and it is thas
an expression of class struggle within
the nation and within the Movement.

For nearly thirty years the New
Afrikan Independence Movement has
led a revitalized theoretical struggle
within the nation to funther develop (and
to make predominant), the line which
asserts the strategic goal of national
independence for Afrikan people inside
present 115, borders. This was nol a new
underaking.

From e fifteenth century, at which
time the colonial contradiction in the
Western Hemisphere between Afrikan
peoples and Egropean seuler-colonialists
has its origins, the primary contradiction
WITHIN the colonized nation has been
expressed, on one side, by those who
sought o regain some form of separate
existence as a distingt and free people.
On the other side of the contradiction anc
those who have sought to assimilate
themselves into the LS. as, in effect,
partners in imperialist oppression and
plunder.

This historic struggle between those
who “want in™ and those of us who “want
o, is mose than a mere surategic daffer-
ence between sectors of a single move-
ment: These who pursue national inde-
pendence embrace one ideology and
belong to one movement, and those who
oppose this movement clearly belong 1o
another and embrace a different ideology.

The other major moverment of Afrkan
people inside the U5, is most ofien
referred to as the “black liberation
movement.” Whatever this movement
may he aboul, it s not about NATION-
AL liberation. If it were, then it would
be deseribesd in terms of the nationality
of the people pursuing their existence &
A nation-state independent of the 115,

It is extremely necessary that the New

4
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Afrikan Independence Movement assert,
al every opporiumity, its separate
(national) identity from all movements
which do not scek the establishment of a
sovercign and independent state for
Adrikans i the U5, because the failure

__to do 50 WILL impede the national lib-

eration struggle.

The guestion of national sdentity is
uniquely important (o Afrikans in the
1.5, unlike most peoples who struggle
for national liberation. The colonization
of Afrikan peoples in the Wesiern
Hemisphere was facilited by fomms and
technigues of oppression which were
designed o underming or destroy our
original identities as peoples — peoples
who shared similarities with each olher,
and who shared differences from the
peoples of the oppressive settler-
oolonies.

S0 long as We maintain our sense of
similarity between oorselves and the
ense of difference from the oppressor
{amd the sense of dignity inherent in our
sense of separate identity), then We will
continge 1o resist oppression amd fght o
regain our independence as a people —
@ prople separate and distinct from the
OPPICSSIve slate,

The distinct national ideniity of Mew
Alrikans, when expressed by us as a
group/movement/people, charicienzes
the fundamental contradiction which
exisls between our nation and the ULS
settler- imperialist state, O form of
MATIONAL identilication signals: 1)
the actoality of our separatencss; 2) our
desire 1o he free of the culwre of the
115, and w0 be free of s political juris-
diction,

Conscious and Unconscious New
Afrikan Citizens

The Mew Afrikan Independence
Movement recognizes two basic classes
of cilizens:

1) Unconscions;

2} Conscious,

The Movement recognizes thee cale-
gorigs of Mew Afrikan citizens beld in
L5, prisons and jails:

13 Captured Cilizens (unconscions);

2 Political Prisoners (conscious);

3} Prisoners of War (conscious).

Chur stand on New Afrikan citizens
held in 1.5, prisons and jails rests on oor
umderstanding of the different levels of
consciousness and commilment among
{hem, and upon recognition of e differ-

ent kinds of activity tha they were _

andfor are engaged in.

The formal distinclion between
“Conscious” and “Unconscions™ New
Afrikan citizens was made — and the
importance of the distinction was
emphasized — in the first Article of the

Code of Umoja, our nation’s
Constitution:

Article I

Mew Afrikan Citizenship

Section | — Citizenship by
Birth: Each New Afrikan person
bom in America 15 8 citizen of the
Republic of New Afrika.

Section 2 — Citizenship By
Parentage: Any child bom o a citi-
zen of the Republic of New Afrika
is & citizen of the Republic of New
Adrka.

Section 3 — Citzenship By
Naturalization: Ary pesson ok oth-
erwise a citizen of the Republic of
Mew Afrika may become a cititen
of the Republic of New Afriks by
completing the procedures for nal-
wralization as provided by the
People’s Cemter Council.

Section 4 — Pre-Ratiflication
Cilizenship Rotained: Each person
wha is a citizen of the Republic of
Mew Afrika s the tme of the pas-
sage of this CODE OF UMOJA iz
berealier a citizen of the Republic
of New Adrika

Section 5 — Right 1o Chosce of
Citizenship: MNotwithstanding
Sections 1,23, and 4 of Article I,
the right of any person o expressly
deny or renounce hisfher cilizen-
ship shall not be domed.

Section 6 - Citizenship of Other
Alfrikans: Persons of Afrikan
descont, wherever their original
place of birth or domicile in the
wogld, have a right o Mew Afrikan
Citizenship, as provided by the
People’s Center Couneil.

Section 7 — Conscious
Citizenship: All citizens of the

_____states against the Mew Afrikan

Republic of Mew Adrika who are
awane of their citizenship are con-
gcious Mew Afrikan cilizens. Az a
resalt of an over 300 year-obd poli-
cy of force and frand used by the
United States government and the
governments of various American

nation, many citizens of the
Republic of New Afrika are not
aware of tweir baman right o New
Adrikan Citdzenship and indeed are
nol aware of the existence of the
Mew Afrikan nation in North
America. The growth of a con-
#cious New Adrikan citizenship is
related (o the success of (e libera-
tion gtruggle. The ohjective mea-
surement of that growih shall be a
consideration in the development
and implementation of Provisional
Government policy, programs and
structure a3 determined by the
People’s Center Council.

Ome canned fight for national indepen-
dence if one i3 unawsare of the very exis-
tence of the nation, ie., if one's nation-
ality is not New Afrikan, Unconscious
cilizens owe no permanent allegiance 1o
the defined objectives of New Afrikan
people, and they owe no allegiance
any organ of the New Afrikan
Independence Movement, e.g., the
Provisional Government, the New
Afrikan People’s Organization, the
Spear and Shield Collective, or the New

Afrikan Commuonist  Organizing
Because New Afnkans arc engaged in

a struggle for national independence and
socialism, and because of the
Movement's relative weakness at pre-
senl, its aim with regard 1o the 105,
prison system is nol to reform it. We
plan 1o secure the refease of all New
Afrikan citizens from U3, prisons — but
We will do so only as & consequence of
successiul national liberation revolwtion.
We will continue to struggle o secure
the release of certain prisoners, and We
will struggle to improve the reaiment
and the living conditions of captured cit-
izens, However, the success of these
efforts will themselves greatly depend
upon our effective engagement in strug-

5
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gle in all spheres of the lives of the
masses of New Alrikan people.

The Movemen's major responsibility
toward imprisoned wnconscious cilizens
i%, at this time, 1o promote New Alrikan
consciousness, and 1o involve them in

ivity that will promoe the

further development of the Movement
and its struggle for national indepen-
dence.

MNew Afrikan Political Prisoners and
Prisoners Of War

Mew Afrikans held by the LS. as
Political Prisoners and those held as
Prisoners of War, are Conscious Citizens
of the nation, e, they are CoNsCious
fighters of a people stuggling against
colonialism and for national self-deter-
mination and imdependent SU0e power,
Mew Afrikan Polincal Prisoners and
Prisoner of War have swom a general
allegiance to the naton and s objec-
tives, amd sworm a particular allegiance
1o one of the formations of New Afrikan
Independence Movement.

The primary distinction presently
drawn by the Movement between Mew
Adrikan Political Prisoners and Prisoners
of War is that the latter are classified as
the armed forces of the nation, New
Adrikan Prisogers of War are armed anti-
colonial combatants; they are members
of structured military arms of political
organizations; they are commanded by
persons responsible for their subordi-

nates; they adhere to international
humanitarizan law, ie., they mest all cn-
teria of said law, and they should be
accorded Prizoner of War status and
ireatment by the LLS.

— Owusu Yaki Yakubuo

__Spear & Shicld Collective

MC12 Responds: In response (o the
specific criticisms of the MIM Theory
article, we musl say that MIM did not
misquote Spear & Shicld in the passage
cited. Earlier i the anticle we stated of
the Spear &  Shield cssays:
“Fundamentally, the argument against
classifying all prisoners (or even all
oppressed nation prisoners) as political
is to preserve e term for people with a
palitical practice, as opposed o the
masses of lumpen prisoners locked
down for non-political crimes” (MT11,
p- 35). Therefore, there should be no
doubt that Spear & Shield argues prac-
tice is principal in this case, as we said,

However, we argoed that Spear &
Shiekd went on o define the necessary
practice by its level of consciousness, so
that their logic ends up clevating the
conscious over the practcal more than
we think s comect in the CIrCUMAADCES,
In fact, as the article sent with e letter
from the Spear & Shield comrades
shows, they have defined two kevels of
citizenship in the New Afrkan nation,
conscious and unconscious, a distinction
that MIM does not agree with when fod-

ENVIRONMENT SOCIETY REVOLUTION

mally defiming national membership,
The second specific argument, that
MIM fails to understand Spear &
Shield's long years of experience in this
area, 15 aleo whde of the mark. MIM's
OWn exlensive experience in prison

conclusions. We are certainly awane that
MANY, Cven most, prisoncrs degenerate
politically when they get out of prison,
In the MIM Notes prison section, Under
Lock & Key, we routinely run an
announcement that says, “Many com-
rades stop doing politcal work afier
their release,” and wrge them 1o keep in
contact with MIM. This fact, however,
this only serves to underscore MIM s
argument that prison conditions are dif-
ferent from other institations of colonial
appression, such as schools. This
strenglhens, rather than weakens, our
argument against pitling jailed revolu-
tionary leaders against more lumen
nationals in prisoan.

Spear & Shield also says “Our focus
on imprisoned revolutionarics is o give
the people concrete examples of what
We are fighting for, what kind of people
We need o be, and the requirements of
the struggle for land, independence &
socialism,” MIM docs nod object 1o spe-
cial work on behalfl of imprisoned revo-
lutionaries. As we said in the arlicle in
question, "Making a distinction between
political prisoners with a revolutionary
practice — like Mumia Abu Jamal and
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Geronimo Pratt — for the purposes of
defending revolutionary leadership is
progressive. MIM supports struggles 1o
free these individuals who are leaders of
ihe proletarial and who the proletariat
and the party must defend againsi state

k" But we also said, “The profetari-

al must defend its beaders withoul con-
ceding that the masses' imprisonment is
any less substantively ‘political” on the
part of the oppressor we seck 1o defeat”
{p. 34). In this latter statement is the dis-
agreement with the Spear & Shield
Callective,

MIM was incorrect 1o refer to the
prison population as “overwhelmingly
revolutionary™ in that semence. Rather,
we were correct on the previous page
when we said that every “cominon crim-
inal” s @ “polential revolutionary ™ That
means that the prison population of the
oppressed nations is hoth more potea-
tially revolutionary than the population
owptside, and more revolutionary i proc-
nice a5 well.

Unanswered in Spear & Shield’s
response is MIM's argument thal prison
itself leads many peopbe 0 become revo-
luionaries who were ool when they

==

What Is MIM? documents
MIM's history and origins,
including the Main
| Principles, Program,
| Constitution and a collec-
tion of defining essays. This
is 24 packed pages you need
to understand MIM.
Send §2
cash, check
or maney order to:
MIM Distributors
PO Box 3576
| Ann Arbor, MI 48106-3576.

‘What is MIM?

wenl in, In part that is becanse, for many
young people especially, prison is the
first place they get a decent education on
important matiers (including MIM Moies
and other revolutionary publications).
And in part that results from the drama-
ically concentrated perpetration of

national oppression (Bat (ke place i questions ol the-day-or it-doesn’t: This is——

prison. These two elements together
make prison a much more revolutionary
sitation than life on the outside, even in
a colonially-oppressed nation.

Finally, with regard 1o the questions in
(he lewer, we will only answer them in
part. The questions aboul personal back-
ground amd experience ane questions for
an individual rather than an organiza-
fion, 50 we won't answer them in that
way. We also wouldn't answer such
questions on an individual basis, because
they are idealist anyway, However, il
should be clear from MIM Nowes and
MInM Theory, including MTE1, that they
are produced in concert with many iris-
omers, whose contributions are and have
heen central 1o the development of our
practice and ling. One of the articles i
question was wrillen by a Maoist prison-
er. Many prisoners work with MIM and

s

What iz the

Maoist

Intermationalist
— Movement?

ol

RAIL, 50 the question of whether “we”
work with or communicats with “prison-
ers" is misplaced.

For Maocists, line is decisive. What
MIM says is right or wrong becanse it
works or il doesn’t work, because it cor-
rectly treats the imponant conditions and

determined in the dialectic of theory and
practice. This line of reasoning by Spear
& Shield is sclf-defeating. Most people
who have experienced national-colonial
oppression at the hand of Amerika are
ol revolutionary nationalists. Does this
make the theory wrong? MIM receives
many criticisms from people who have
“been there™ and el us that we are
wrong because our argument doesn't (il
their ideas. Tom Wicker of the New
York Times went 1o Attica and talked to
revolutionary political prisoners; does
that make his analysis of thal movement
cormect? No.

With regard to question #1, has MIM
“REALLY™ stmlicd this question. The
answer is Yes, as is readily apparent
from reading the years-long record of
MM reading and writing on this issue,
the testimonials and arguments of hon-
dreds of political prisoners, and so on. It
woukl be incomect for MIM w @ke on
sich guestions lightly, and we have noi.

With regard to question 85, MIM does
not call all prisoners revolulionary. As
we said, they are as a group the most
revolutionary population in North
America with the possible exception of
First Mation peoples. We treat all prison-
ers a5 potential revolutionaries becanse
they have a high rate of responsg (o rev-
olutionary politics, and many develop
revolulionary political practices inside
and outside of prison.

MIM welcomes this struggle with the
Spear & Shield Colleciive and thanks
them for their response (o our articles,
We repeat that in this struggle we
believe we have more unity than differ-
ence with Spenr & Shicld, and we urge
readers inside and outside of prison (o
continue this streggle with both MIM
and Spear & Shield. MIM Theory will
gladly devote more space 1o this impor-
Lant guestion in future Ssues.
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A-APRP
Responds

MIM,

I is wrong to believe that one cultire
 possesses alone all the moral, spiriual,

T social, or intel-
lectual values
which exisi. To
believe thai truth
only exisis in
d onres own racial
::-r ruﬂuml miliew ix wropian, Human
discoveries, infelleciual powers and the
development of knowledge aren't
restricied o anyone in parbicular. They
are the result of a chain of wneversal dis-
coveries .., and developments. .

—Akmet Seku Ture

It i5 incorrect to say that the All-
African People’s Revolutionary Party
“upholds a psendo- socializt Weology™
(MIM Notes 118 July 15, 1996). What is
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism? I speaks
1 working people’s conditions as seen
by Marx, Lenin (euros) and Chairman
Mao {Asian).

Adrican people are survivors of colo-
nialism and chatiel slavery. Along with
class exploits people of color must deal
with white supremacy amd racism,
Mirumahist-Tureist Pan-Africanism in
short is the ideology necessary for
Afncan people o deal with the condi-
toens umigue o Alrcan people.

Alrica began civilization. Present in
that civilization was communalism,
which communism 15 based oo, We are
happy to see people embrisce these ideas
o [t the culiural contexis of every land
mass andd people world wide.

We are sciennific socialisis. We are
comrades in the worldwide struggle o
end exploitation of one person by anoth-
©F S0,

Ready for the Revolution,

— Party Militant, August, 199

MIM Responds: This letter denies
the umversal aspects of Maoism: the
necessity of revolutionary armed strug-
gle, the theory of Protracted People’s

War in semi-feadal and semi-colonial
countries, and the continuation of class
struggle under socialism. This only cor-
roborates MIM's assessment of the A-
APEP in MIM Motes 118, which crit-
cized the A-APRP for cheerleading for

all sorts of revisionist and non-revold-

tionary movements, such as the stale-
capitalist regimes in the ¢x-USSR and
Cuba and Yasser Arafat's PLOJ(L)

Revolutionary anti-imperialist move-
ments which do not fully understand the
necessily of armed struggle ran the risk
of capitolating to the enemy like the
PLO or FMLN i El Salvador, National
liberation movements which do not
understand the necessily of continuous
revolution and the development of
socialism run e risk of becoming neo-
colomies (this is a particolarly pressing
question in the case of Eriea).

Socialist movements which do not
understand that class struggle continues
umder socialism run the risk of capitalist
restoration, which can lead to state capi-
talism (as in the ¢x-USSE and China) or
neocolonial domination (as n the case of
Cuba during the 70s and 80s).02)

But the letter goes even funher than
just denying the cormecness of Maoizm;
it implies that becanse Marx, Engels,
Lenin, and Sialin were Eoropean and
Mao was Chinese, they have nothing 1o
say 1o Black revolutionarics, African
revolutionaries, Mohawk revolutionar-
ies, or Mexican revolutionaries. This is
an unscientific standpoint which judges
what is said by who is saying it. The
hydrogen atom has one electron, regard-
less of whether Margaret Thatcher or
Kwame Nkrumiah says 20, The science
of revolution demands tial we investi-
gate the coment of what 15 sald and test
it against reality before accepling or
rejecting it — we cannod afford the lux-
ry of making ad hominem arguments,
The letier's flippant dismissal of
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism as the nar-
row view of a few individoals is a sign
of laziness and lack of investigation.

For one thing, Mao himself went 10
great lengths o explain that the undver-
sal aspects of theory have o be creative-
Iy applicd to concrete reality of every

society, e.g. it wouldn't do just o copy
the Bolsheviks tactics in the Chinese
countryside, MIM has written extensive-
Iy about this, and repriois an anti-Jdog-
matist quede from Mao on page two of
every MIM Motes and MIM Theory,
Furthermore: the proaf of the pudding.
is in the cating, Marxis(-Leninists and
Maoists led the two most successful
struggles for socialism the world has
seen 50 [or and at one point led more
than one-thind of all the people on the
planet wowards communism, The experi-
ence of the Chinese revolution alone
encompassed several nationalities and
many different concrele siluations, from
land reform and goerrilla warfare in the
countryside to strikes and rebellion in
the cities.

Revolutionaries in India, Azania,
Viewmam, Ertea, Turkey, Peru, and the
Philippines have studied and used Mao
Zedong’s theories to lead successiul
anti-imperialis stugghes. The combined
praciice and thought of these revalution-
aries from many sociclies assore that
Marxism-Leninism-Maoiam i3 indeed
not the property of one “racial” or cul-
tural milieu (that is, coliural atmaos-
phere).

MIM has more unity with the Ture
quote st the beginning of s letier than
with the letter writer. Ture recognizes
that scientific wruth ¢xists, and encour-
ages people to leam from other cultures
in order to master it. The letter wriler
tums Ture on his head and essentially
argues that African revolutionaries cin-
net beam from “earos™ or " Asins."”
Maodes:

1. “African Liberation Day 1995 pamphiet,
published by the A-AFRF.

2. Bee MIM Theory 4 for a review of how
Sowiet social imperialism came to domi-
nate Cuba and see MIM Theory 10 for an
[-LLHY duﬁcribing how the Soviel social
imperialists weed the Cuban military as 2
1o0] io strengthen their contraol of Angola.

MIM Theory wants to
publizh debate over
theory and practice. If you're
reading this, shouldn't you
either be working with MIM or

writing us with your criticisms?

8
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‘$tates, Not
‘Snakes’

Greetings.

As per yours of the 10th, you wrong

snal:cs by your reference to the central
capialist state as
“the United
'§ Snakes.” Legless
repriles are not
fouling our envi-

i romment (o the
detriment of all living things. Although
cold-biooded in more than the metaphor-
ical sense, snakes do nol napalm inmo-
cent villagers or engage in terrorist
activities against entire populations.
Snakes do pol monopolize the globe and
pile up surpluses created by the labor of
others while tose others languish from
want of the basics for life. Mo, you inap-
propriately discredit snakes by conflat-
ing their mythological symbolism and
nataral defenses with a very real and
vicious foe. Perhaps a betier term you
might consider would be the “U155." The
full-length acronymic refercnt “United
Dollars of Amerika™ need only be
implied, as the point should be obvios.

1 concede the descriptor “Amerikan™
s long as it is clear in s usage that the
term refers (o imperialist state power and
nod 10 the many Americans who live in
the two continents of the Western
Hemisphere, Amerikans  arritate
Americans from countries such as
Mexico, Canada and Brazil by their
usurpsation of a term that apples equally
o those wheo live in Nonh amnd South
America, Whibe [ am not fully in concor-
dance with that appellation (America) as
it is rooted in the name of an lalian
European merchant  adventurer
(Amerigo Vespucci), I will admit its
commen usage. Uur pUrpose misl con-
front the material,

Although vo one shoald be surprised
by the monopolistic endencies of 1%
capital, whether it applies w the real or
the erminological, we should perceive
that capitalists live in other places than
the UTSA. Although LIS capitalists domi-

nate, they are joined by capitlists from
Canada, England, Italy, France,
Germany, Japan, South Korea, Taiwan,
glc., in the exploitation of the inlemma-
tional working class. The anmed force of
capital is hemdquariered in the USA but

_it_has branch offices everywhers, with

local bosses (compradors) in charge.
Capitalism must be fought everywhere it
operanes.

1 agree that the Amerikan working
class is not currently a “revolutionary
vehicle” as you put i However, the US
working class must join with the work-
ers of e world for world revolution o
be specessiul. We ane curmenily wiiness-
ing the development of conditions that
can revolotionize the US working class.
1% capital is in the process of an
increasing immuseration of the Amerikan
waorker. It should be our purpose as
Marxists to clevale class CONSCIOUSHESS
wherever we arc.

We must iry o make all workers real-
ize why the rich are getting richer while
we are pelting less, We arce divided and
conguered, sliced up and devoured,
hased on ponsensical notions of nation-
alism. We must make known that this
process of exploitaion can only be ter-
minated by the eradication of the perver-
sions of racism and national borders,
This “progess™ that divides our humani-
ty, in all its definitions, is capitalism,
Capitalism's eradication, and the neces-
sanily concurment solidarity of the work-
ers of the world, and the mutual con-
cemns for our wonderful culiures, inclhsd-
ing those imprisoned in the gilded cages
or ghettos of the imperial center, this is
revolution, Together we will win; only.
In this struggle 1 remain

Yours in solidarity,

— & worker in the West

The RAIL Coordinator Responds:

.. | think you raise a good point aboat
the wse of “the United Snakes™ for both
its misrepresentation of the animal
snake, but 1 woold sy more imponantly
because of the memphorical and mythi-
cal reference. 1 would say that w fully
gel a materialist analysis correct and
well voiced to the masses one must be

consistent in everything, including ser-
minology. To refer 1o the “v.5."” as
smkes leads ones mind o the idea of a
“matural” innate corruption where the
next step is just believing in human
natore, [ agree thal the vse of USA is

_much more direct and materialist

approach to the naming of Amerikkka
and its loyal patrons the Amerikkkans,
The % has a larger meaning in selfish-
ness, cormuption, power and individoal-
ism — everything that Amerikkka stands
for. 1 hope MIM will reconsider its use
and 1 will pass on this leter 10 the vari-
pus RAIL branches o get their mpat.

One point of struggle | think we have
is in your analysis of the white working
class, what MIM and RAIL call
Amerikkkans and he labor ansiocracy.
You said you would oaly “conce