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NOTE

“How do the people's communes work? How did they come into
being?”

“What position do national minorities have in Chinese society?”

“What do children study in primary schools? How long is their
school day?”

“Are women really equal in China?¢"

Many questions like this come to us from our readers. Since our
January 1972 issue we have corried o series of articles in the form of
questions and answers to try to onswer them with facts and policies on

China's politics, economy, society, women, culture, education, etc.

As o supplement to the January 1974 issue of China Reconstrucls,
here are answers to len of the most frequently asked questions, together

with several reports and articles.

— Editors

N e At e

THE PEOPLE’S COMMUNES

How did the rural people’s commune come inte being?

Rural people’s communes in China were set up widely in the
autumn of 1958, Thoey wove the inevitable result of the political and
ceonomic developments in China,

Soon after liberation China's peasants carried out land reform,
led by Chairman Mao and the Communist Party.  Then, in line with
the principle of voluniariness and benefit for all, they went on to
build a new countryside following 1he Parly’s basic line for agri-
cultural development; the [irst step, collectivization; the sccond siop,
mechanization and clectrilication,

Between the land reform and 1957, the orpanizalion of agricul-
tural production in China developed from the mutual-aid team to the
semi-socialist elementary producers’ cooperative and the fully-socialist
advanced cooperative,  In 1938 came the further change to the peo-
ple’s conmmune,

The mulual-aid team had the rudiments of socialism. I consisied
of a few 1o a dozen houscholds, The means of production such as
land. dratt animals and farm tools were still privately owned,  Mem-
bers helped each other in production, exchanging work [or work.

The elementary co-op was bigger than the mutual-aid team.
Mcembers pocled their land and other prineipal means of production,
which were used and managed by the ¢co-op.  The ownors received a
certain. amount of compensation according to how much they had
pooled. Ewrmnings from their collective work woere distributed accord-
ing to the socialist principle “from each according to his ability, to cach
according 1o his work”.

An advanced co-op generally had avound 200 houschelds, Land
and other principal means of production were owned collectively, and
used and managed under the co-op’s unified leadership, Earnings
wore distributed according to the socialist principle “lrom each ac-
cording to his ability, to each according to his work”, The ¢o-op was
bigger and the level of collectivization higher than before,



By taking part in collective labor, the peasants gradually overcame
the sense of private ownership which individual farming fosters and
developed a growing desive to build the collective,  Collectivization
greatly promoted production.  In 1957 harvests of grain, cotton and
other industrial craps woere the highest in history.

In 1957 the Party carried out a socialist education movement
which deepened the peasanis’ soclalist consciousness. In 1958, with
the excellent domestic political and cconomic situalion as a base,
Chairman Mao ITormulated the General Line which ealled for “going
all out, aiming high and achieving greater, faster, better and more
economical results in building socialism”. This increased the peas-
ants’ enthusiasm for building socialism which expressed itsell in a
burst of encrgy aimed at speedily changing the backwardness of the
countryside,

From the winter of 1957 to the summer ol 1958, extensive basic
jmprovements were made on farm land, centered arcund building
water conservation projects. Much was done to develop agriculture-
oriented industry, transpert and communications, commerce, culture,
education, health and the local militia, The advanced cooperative,
organized chiefly for farming, became increasingly inadequate for
large-scale production. In many places the smaller cooperalives
amalgamated themselves into big ones or formed federations of co-ops.
Since such a co-op or federation of co-ops often embraced the house-
holds of an entire township — a total of several thousand — ils manag-
ing group was comhbined with the township government so that the
result was a unit of both political and economic organization. This
was the prototype of the people’s commune,

Chairman Mao promptly summed up the significance of this new
creation by the masses and their expericnce and declared, “People’s
communes are fine.” The Party Central Committee issued a resolution
outlining steps and methods for the formation of communes. Pcople's
communcs werce organized by the tens of thousands.

What arc the characteristies of the people’s commune? How is it
different from the agricultural producers’ cooperative?

(1) While the agricultural producers’ cooperative engaged chicfly
in farming, the people’s commune both organizes the cconomy and
doos the work of the local government. It is a basic unit of China’s
socialist socicty and of proletarian political power in the countryside.
The commune members representative assembly functions as the
township people’s congress.

The commune not only has agriculture, but industry and trade.
Tt leads education, health and the militia.  Its Party and administra-
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tive cadres lead and organize both political-ideological work and pro-
duction. In short, the people’s commune is a brand-new social or-
ganization unifying leadership of politics, cconomy., military affairs
and culture.

(2) The people’s commune is a large collective owned by all ils
members.  With more land, more hands and more funds than a co-
operative, it can do a better job of large-scale basic improvement of
land, experimenting with scientific farming and fighting natural disas-
ters, Its far greater economic strenglh makes possible faster progress
in water conservation, mechanization, electrification and the use of
chemical fertilizers and insecticides. It strengthens the ruval collee-
tive economy, speeds up the building of soctalism in the countryside
and raiscs the peasants’ standard of living more quickly,

(3) The people’s commune can carry out the policy “take grain
as the key link and ensure an all-round development” better; that
is, develop a diversilied economy of farming, forestry, stock raising,
fishery and sidelines, and set up industry, repair shops and transport
to serve agriculture.

(1) The agricultural producers’ co-op had two levels of organiza-
tion, the co-op and the production teams under it. There was ownership
on the co-op level only. The people’s commune has three levels of
organization: the commune, a number of production brigades under
it, and a number of production teams under each brigade. There is
collective ownership on cach of these three levels, with the production
team as the basic accounting unit. The land, draft animals, small farm
machinery owned by a production team are managed by it. and it or-
ganizes the labor power of its memboers, It handles its income and
distribution independently, bears its losses itself and keeps most of
the profit.

Economic underiakings run by the production brigades are thosc
which the production tecams are unable to manage by themsclves or
which can be managed better by the brigades. These include small
reservoirs and other water conservation projects beneliling the teans
under the brigade, shops processing farm and sideline products, or-
chards, schools and health stations. Somc brigades own tractors and
other farm machinery,

Economic undertakings run by the communes ave those which the
brigades are unable to manage or which can be managed better by
the communes. Scrving the enlire commune, these include tractor
stations, hydro-electrie power installalions, imrigalion and drainage
works, farm machinery manufacture and repaiv shops, forest farms,
stud farms, experimental [arms, middle schools and hospitals.



Al present, the assets of undertakings run by the production teams

account for the biggest proportion of the total assets of the commune |

and its tecams and brigades.  While cnterprises run by the communes
and brigades are relatively fewer, they play a big role in consolidating
and developing rural socialist collective cconomy.

This can be illustrated in the Oclober production brigade of the
Wangcheng commune in Hsishui county, Hupceh provinee, The brigade
owns 20 lractors of various types, 34 clectric motors and 60 machines
for processing farm and sideline preduets. This equipment provides
mechanization for all the irrigation, drainage, cultivation, transport and
processing of grain, cotton and fodder donce by the production {cams
under the brigade. In 1970 the brigade harvested an average of 12.75
{ons of grain per hectare. It overfulfilled all state purchasing targets
for grain, colton and oil. It has 700,000 yuan in public funds and
nearly 4835 tons of reserve grain. Collective income has visen markedly.

As time goes on, the dictatorship of the proletariat will become
more consolidated, commune members’ socialist consciousness will con-
tinue (o rise, the colleetive economy will become still stronger.  The
relatively poor production icams will also gradually rcach the economic
lovel of the better-off teams, and farming will become more and more
mechanized. With these prerequisites, in time the production brigade,
and cventually the commune, will become the basic accounting unit.
The system of collective ownership will eventually be replaced by
ownership by the entire people (represenied by the state).

How is income distributed in ithe people’s commune?

Distribuiion in the people’s communcs is dene according ta the
pelicy set forth by Chairman Mao which pays attention to thvee
things — the inierests of the state, the collective and the individual.

The main distribution is done in the production teamn, at prescnt
the basic accounting unit.

After production and managemendt costs have been deducted from
the team’s annual income, a small part is paid to the state as tax, a
small sum is set aside in the public accumulation fund, and the greater
part is distribuled among the members.  The state tax and the team's
accumulalion are kept low so thal increased production gives the
members inercased income.

To achicve the above, the state policy in the rural areas is not to
raise taxes cven when production increases. The amount of agricul-
tural tax for the production teams has remained the same, even though
better harvests are produced. Thus for teams in which production gocs
up every year, the agricultural tax takes up an ever-diminishing
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proportion of the total income. At present it stands at 3, 6 or 7 percent.
As produciion continucs to increase, the actual rale of the agricultural
tax will become still smaller,

Under China's socialist planning, [arm production is carricd out in
a planned way according to the needs of the national cconomy. When
there is a surplus above the state targets, the state purchases it at the
same or even higher prices, Thus, in times of bumper harvest, the
teams necd not wotry aboul finding a market for their surplus, or
selling it at a loss. Instead, the produclion tcam adds to its income
and public accumulation fund, and improves the standard of living of
its members. This policy of the state keeps prices stable and facilitates
adding to the national reserves, which ave the basis of a constant
supply.

The production {cam’s accumulation fund consisls of its reserve
and welfavre funds, The reserve fund is used to buy small or medium-
size Tarm machinery, [or basic construction and re-production. The
welfare fund covers expenses for culture and education, and for aid
to members who are ill, retived or unable to work, It subsidizes, for
example, the rural cooperative medical system under which the
members pay only about one yuan a year for full medical care. It
also covers subsidies given to members who have [inancial difficulties,
cspecially families of revolutionary martyrs, dependents of enlisted
men, aged people with no familics, orphans and disabled or sick
members.

Distribution is bascd on the socialist principle “Irom cach accord-
ing to his ability, to cach according to his work, more income for those
who work more”. At the end of the year members receive amounts
based on the number of workpoeints (unils of payment for labor) they
carn, After thorough discussions by the members, these are awarded
according to the amount and type of job, the quality of labor and the
members” altitude toward collective production,

Cadres at all levels of the people’s communes must, according to
a slate regulation, take an active part in collective productive labor.
This prevents cadves from becoming divorced from actual preduction
and realily, cnsures that they mainlain constant and close ties with
the masses and thus avoid becoming subjective and burcaueratic in
their work,  This is a fundamental measure in preventing the restora-
tion of capilalism and consolidating the dictatorship of the prolelarviat,

Cadres at the commune level must jein in production for not
less than 60 days a year. Brigade and team cadres work and carn
workpoints in the same way as ordinary commune members,  For the
time a cadre has lo spond at public dulies, he is given workpoinis or
a subsidy sel through discussions by the members he leads.



These methods of distribution provide funds for both the stale
and collective cconomy and for the gradual improvement of the lile
of commune members.  The Hsichia brigade of the Tsungtsun com-
mune in Chiangtu county, Kiangsu province illusirates this. Belween
19G2 and 1970 the average grain yield of the brigade rosc from 2.25
to 7.5 tons per hectare, In 1970 it sold the state three times as much
grain above the quota as in 1962 and its colleetive income was also
close to three times the 1962 figure, While members’ total income rose
by 95 percent, the brigade’s public accumulation fund reached the
very substantial total of 240,000 yuan.

What about democratic life in a people’s commune?

The people’s comniune is run on the principle ol democratic
cenlralism. The representalive assemblies of the production team, the
production brigade and the commune are the organs of power at these
levels. Representatives are clected after thorough discussions by the
members, Kvery member has the right to vote and be clected. Be-
{ween scssions of the represeniative assemblics, work is carvied out
by a permanent body. (In the production team it is called a leading
group and in the brigade and communc, a revolutionary committee.)
These permancnt leading bodies are also elected by the members.

Before the start of every production year, these leading groups
at cach level draw up production plans based on the targets set by
the state, the actual conditions in cach unit and the members’ needs.
Unified planning gives due consideralion {o each of these at cach
level. The drafts are given to the members for full discussion, then
vevised according to suggestions and finalized. The figures on ox-
penditures and distribution are made public each year. To join in
discussions, approve plans and other matters, and criticize and super-
vise the way they are carried out, are the rights of all commune
members, These rights are protected by law.

In adition to these democratic rights in the political and cconomic
spheres, every communc member has the right to work, rest and
cducation and lo share in social welfare.

Fvery member able to work has the right to take part in produc-
tive labor. Men and women get the same pay for the same work.
When work is assigned, the special physical preblems of women are
given duc consideration,

Time for work and resl are arranged according to local farming
customs and vary with the scasons. Proper rest is gnaranteed. Com-
mune members give their first attention to fulfilling collcelive targets.
In their spare time they can work at the small private plots allotied to
them by the production tcam, raise a little pouliry or a few head of
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stock, ov do handicrafts, Members can do wha . 3
, - : ‘hat thoy T . A
from this labor, oy like with Pl oducts

An important democvatie right for every person is the ~tuni
to .studly Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung yfgnuqht artgttct)gfiremgldl;}—’
L_’atlon in socialism, A ccrtain amount of time each week is .sct aside
for pollltlcal study. Parly organizations at the different levels are
responsible not only for carrying out the Party's principles and policics
but for 'leading and organizing cadres and the masses in political stud
Th(_zy give help whenever necessary so that the members will d('(‘p("):’;
their undomrstanding of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thoﬁghl
con_stantly raise their socialist consciousness and develop the 1‘ble:
tarian thinking of serving the people wholeheartedly.. T

It was the spiritual power of Marxisn ini

‘ sm-Leninism-Mao Tsetun
Thoyght translated into material encrgy that has enabled China’%
millions of_ commune nembers to self-reliantly fight natural disasters
conquer difficultics and reap bumper harvests for ten years in a row’

{(From Ching Reconstructs January 1972)

Chiaoli Village Takes the
Collective Road

Staff Reporters

F Chairman Mao hadn’t shown us the ¢ i .
we be today?” ¢ collective road, where would

This is what Tsai Ah-shui of Chiaoli Villa
; : : ge says when she
the changes in her village in the last twe decades. Y R

Chiaoli Village outside the county town of Teching i ki
pleVil:lCL‘. is the home of 53 peasant fanb*:ilitrs. This pz}:ﬁf} ‘lcrlieccilukrlz?g
}:..r’llh its gqod soil and abundant produce, has always been called tl:}e,

land o_f fish and rice”. But before liberation its peasants lived in
deep misery under the oppression and exploitation of the landl-m'd*s
The land_ylelded no more than 1.5 tons of rice per hcct:aro and 6[]
percent ol the crop had to go to the landlords as rent. Lelt with little
to keep them alive, the peasants had to borrow grain from landlords

or rich peasants at 100 percent interest — [«
- rest — lor one peck of grai
had to pay back two pecks the following year. P graunthey



Chiaoli was liberated in 1949 by the People’s Liberation Army
led by the Communist Party. During the land reform in the following
yvear, the poor peasants burned the land deeds and receipts for loans
From the landlords and rich peasants, and received land. "They elected
a young man, Pan Ah-mao, as their village head. Like his lather and
grandfather before him, 25-year-old Pan Ah-mao was a hired hand.
Though small and bony, the young man had a will ol iron,

In the [lirst iwo years after liberation peasants still farmed 'mgii-
vidually and lifc was hard. Get organized, Chairman Mao had said,
and take the collective road lo common prosperity. Pan Ah-mao was
determined to do just that. On the day following the Spring Festival
in 1952 he got 18 poor families together to organize a mutual-aid team
to help cach other with the farm work., They collected 15 kilograms
of rice to serve as a fund for buying tools and some seed,

That was 20 years ago. Darly this year we mel Pan Ah-mao,
now 47, in the county town, where he had come to atiend a meeting,
He tock up the story [rom there and told us that in its first year their
mutaal-aid team rcaped the best harvest the village had ever had.
Heartened by their example, more peasants [ormed mutlual-aid teams.,
Later the teams joined together in an clementary producers’ coopera-
tive which soon developed into a fully socialist one. In 1958 the
advanced co-op amalgamated with other co-ops to become a people’s
commune. ™

Today Chiaocli Village is a production team under the Bright Star
production brigade of the Chengkuan People’'s Commune.  Pan Ah-
mao, now sceretary of the Communist Party branch of the brigade,
lives in his old home at Chiaoli Village and works on the land
alongside his neighbors.

The Village Today

The next day we [ollewed Pan Ah-mao to Chiacli, The river
that runs through the village is a tributary of the Tiachsi River.
Before liberation. Pan told us, the Tiachsi (looded cvery year and its
tributaries spilled over and deluged the crops. In the past dozen years,
as part of a unilied plan to control the Tiachsi, the people aleng its
banks have built a reservoir on the upper reaches, rein forced the dykes
on the lower reaches and dug canals to divert the water into nearby
Taihu Lake.

Today the Chiaoli production team’s 26.6 heclares of ficlds along
the river give good harvests in spite of dry spells or rain. Now levelled
fields arc served by the brigade’s electric irrigation and drainage
station and plowed by tractors from the brigade's tractor station. The
team built a house for rearing silkworms heside its mulberry grove
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and set up a pig farm neav its fodder processing shop.  Last year the
tecam gathered bumper crops of grain and silkworm cocoons.  The
yield per hectare was 10,8 tons, over seven times that of the days of
individual farming and more than twice that of the days just alter
the communc was formed.

The expansion of collective production brought improved living
for the commune members. When farming individually, the poorer
peasants did not get enough to guaraniee their own food grain, to say
nothing of any other income. Last ycar the average income in the
Chiaoli production team was close to 400 kg. of food grain and 198
yuan in cash per capita.  These figures do not include income [rom
home sideline production. Each family raises an average of three pigs,
and most also raise sheep and chickens. Two-story tiled-rool buildings
of brick and wood have replaced the old thatched-rool huts, and
clectric lighting has replaced the dim oil lamps. Every household has
a loudspeaker through which it can hear radio programs.

Pan Ah-mao asked us into his home, There we found a leacher
standing at a blackboard on the wall of the [ront room, giving a lesson
to a dozen peasanis seated al a long table. PPan Ah-mao had offered
the use of the room for classes of the team’s night school. A large
rice bin full to the brim occupied one corner of the room, and the
loft was piled with firewaod, which is alletted lo cach houschold by
the production team,

The rooms on cvither side of the front room were the bedrooms of
Pan and his wife and their four children. In the kitchen in the back,
a spotless stove told us that Pan's wile is a diligent housckecper.
When Ah-mao was a hired hand, their daily fave was thin gruel or
rice husks and wild roets.  Today cven a thrifly budget includes flufly
rice at every meal,

In the old socicty no one in the Pan family had ever gone to
school. Pan Ah-mao learned Lo read and wrile in night school only
after liberation. But his 19-year-old eldest son has had a primary
school educalion, his second son is in junior middle school, and the
two daughters are in primary school — the first generation of educat-~
ed peasants in the Pan family.

1t was the time of preparation for spring plowing. The communce
members were up beflore six to the first loudspeaker broadeast of the
day, and off ta the ficlds soon after breakfast. Some were busy bring-
ing manure from the pigsties, mixing it with silt dredged up from the
streams and carrying it to the lields, Others wore looking after the
seed beds to maintain the right temperature and water level,  Still
others were busy disinfecling the carthen floor and sitkworm trays,
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and building an carthen stove needed to keep the silkworm rooms
warm.

At noon, when the commune members come back for lunch and
two or three hours for rest or to look after houschold affairs, we
visited the home of Tsai Ah-shui. Ilers was one of the 18 families who
formed the first mutual-aid team. We found her helping her mother-
in-law feed the four pigs and five sheep in the barn at the back of
the house, where there was alse a flock of chicks following a big hen
about,

Tsai Ah-shui’s husband, Teng Fu-shan, who is in charge of the
tean’s plant protection work, had gonc out visiting. Our hostess asked
us to sit down and told us about herself.

Thirty-seven-ycar-old Tsai Ah-shui is an open and straightfor-
ward person. Like many of her generalion she had a bitter childhood.
When she was six years old, her father, a hired hand, could not stand
the inhuman treatment he was getting [rom the landlord and guar-
relled with him. He was beaten by the landlord’s [lunkey and died
from the injuries. Shocked and gricved, her mother dicd the same
year. A neighbor, also a poor family, took the orphan girl in.

Tsai Ah-shui grew up in cold and hunger, going about barefoot
oven in winter. She married Teng Fu-shan when the village's first
mutual-aid Team was being formed.  For her wedding she at last got
on a pair of cloth shoes, but still had 1o borrow socks to hide her fcet,
swollen from years of frostbile. She also had to borrow a jacket to
cover her own ragged padded one.

Now the family lives in a two-story house they built themselves.
They have no worries for [ood or clothing, Among their proud posscs-
sions is a sewing machine. “Thirteen others of those first 18 families
have bought sewing machines,” she told us, and added that most of
ihe team’s 55 families have savings in the bank.

Tsai Ah-shui spoke cspecially enthusiastically on how the collec-
{ive cconomy has liberated the women for productive labor, Without
collectivization, she said, she would never have been able to leave the
house but would be busy from morning to night hulling rice. culling
fodder for the pigs, or going into the hills o collect fircwood, She
would also have to sew and mend the cothes of the whole [amily.
Now machines owned by the brigade process their grain, fodder and
rapesced.  For a small fee the brigade scwing group takes care of
mending clothes, socks and shocs. The primary school which her
{hree children altend is close by and it’s a five-minute walk to the
brigade clinic. With such daily chores and other worries laken care
of, she can devote herself to collective work,
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Lunch break over, the commune members go back 1o work and
generally come home as the sun goes down, With the children also

back from school, everyone sits down to supper fogether and listens
to the broadeasts.

Chiaoli Village is very quict in the evening, cxcept for the home
of Pan Ah-mao — still alfectionately known as “Old Village Head”
— whore a stream of people come and go. At leasl three or four eve-
nings a weck the commune members pather to discuss problems of
work ot for night school classes, which include political study, reading
and writing and technical knowledge for production.

We were in the village at the time of the Chingming Festival carly
in April. It is a big holiday that falls just before spring plowing. On
that day the young people usually go visiting in other villages while
the older people stay home and make sweet rice cakes and tsungizu —
three-cornered dumplings of glutinous rice with datce filling —to
treat their puests.  The team members have a day off every ten days.
Once a month the county film projection team comes to show a feature
film and the latest newsrecls.

Rocky Road

When we were there the production team’s granary was a quict
place in the warm spring sun. But twice a year, after the summer and
autumn harvests, the open ground before it is a bustling scene as com-
mune members gather to receive their share of the colleciive crop.
The event often brings forth reminiscences from the older people.

Every onc of the 18 familics that started Chiaoli on the colleciive
road with the mutual-aid ieam has a story written in blood and tears.
In Pan Ah-mao's grandfather’s time therc were seven in that family,
farming half a heclare of poor land. The crop they got was never
enough to feed them, and warm clothing was unknown to them. To
keep things going, the grandfather had borowed thirty silver yuan
from landlord Yao Shih-fu. In those days when a poor peasant in-
curred a debt it was like “wearing a coir fiber cape in the rain — the
longer one wears it, the heavier it beeomes”. Hoping to pay back the
debt as soon as possible, the grandfather hired himseld out to the
landlord. Buti at the time of his death he had not even paid back
the interest in full.

Ah-mao’s father inheriled the debt which by then had snowballed
{0 170 silver yuan. At the end of his vope, he sold the half-hectave
land to the landlord but it still did not cover the payment. He. too,
became the landlord's hived hand. Buti he could not pay back the old
debt, and cven had to incur a new one by [urther borrowing.
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For Pan Ah-mao, with the debts of two generations on his back,
there was nothing lo do but become a hired hand too, If not for the
liberation, he would have gone the same way of his father and grand-
father,

Pan Ah-mao and his wife often tell this bitler story to their
children Lo make them realize that the warm quills they sleep undor
and the new nets thal keep out the mosquitoes were not easily come
by. TFor three generations the family used one mosquito net, patched
so often, first with cloth, then with paper as the family got poorer,
that by the time Ah-mao was using it, it weighed five kilograms!

“If we don't tell the children about these things,” Pan Ah-mao
said to us, “they won't know that our family used a mosquite net for
more than 60 years. We older people [eel that it's very impaortant 1o
educate our young with these stories of class sbruggle.

“The good socicty we have today was not casily won,” he went
on, “and our path in the 20 years since liberation has not been smoolh
cither. The enemics of the working people hate to sce us stand on our
own two feet. They are always trying to drag us back down the old
road.”

Class struggle has never ccased in the 20 years on the collective
road, he said, When the mutual-aid teams first camoe into being, the
handful of people headed by Liu Shao-chi who were trying to restore
capitalism in China complained that it was teo carly, and that “such
rashness must be stopped™.

Then when the peasants organized themselves inlo cooperatives,
{his handful again declared that co-ops must be “resolutely con-
tracted”, They used thelr power to dissolve cooperatives in great
numbers. In Chekiang province alone, 15,000 out ol 53,000 were dis-
solved at one swoop. A small number of unrcformed landlords and
rich peasants scized their chance to sow dissatisfaclion, Duped by
them, some co-op moembers came to Pan Ah-mao, who was {hoen
leader of the co-op, and said they were pulling out, Some cven
deelared that the co-op's collective Tund ought to be distributed among
the members to be used as cach wanted,

Pan Ah-mao stood out against this like a rock,  All those peasants
who had known poverty in the old society were firm in staying in.
Instead of collapsing, their co-op expanded. Pan Ah-mac named his
newborn son Ying-sheh, meaning “welcome the co-op” in tribute to
the collective organization,

When the peasants amalgamated the co-ops into people’s com-
munes in 1458, Liu Shao-chi and his group were both resentlul and
afraid. In the three years that followed, when the countryside suflered

14

from serious natural disasters, they urged the commune members to
go back to individual farming, hoping this would break up the com-
mmunes. The Chiacli production team was among those that kept on
with collective production and distribution, thus preserving itself as a
basic unit of the collective cconomy.  The perverse trend, however, did
influenee some of the commune members, who cocled toward the
collective and spent most of their time working at theiv own sidelines
and selling the products at high prices on the [vee market. This dis-
tressed ’an Ah-mao,

Chairman Mao understood what was in the hearts of the working
people.  His warning in 1962, “Never forgef class struggle”, pointed
up the nature of whal was going on. Soon a mass movement for
cdueation in socialism cheeked this trend towards capitalism,

In 1966 Chairman Mao slarted the proletarian culiural revolution
and led the people in it.  In this nationwide movement, Liu Shae-chi's
schemes to reslore capitalism in China were thoroughly exposcd,
criticized and repudiated. At the Chiacli production tcam, people met
agaln and again to denounce Liu Shuao-chi for trying to wreeck the
people’s communes,

“We had thought that once we poor people were liberated and
became ouwr own masters, our life would naturally become betier and
betler and there would be no more trouble ahead,” says Chu Ah-
chang, daughler of a poor peasant. “But now we know that sharp
class struggle will continue all through the building of socialism.”

Greeting Another Spring

Growing more class-conscious in the storm of the cultural revolu-
tion, the Chiaoli people went on building sociallsm more encrgetically
than ever. They take the Tachal production brigade of Shansi provinee
as their example in continuing the revolution. When Chairman Mao
called on the peasants to learn from Tachai in 1964, the Chiaoli people
responded, but then they had thought of Tachai as just an example
of getting high yiclds from hard work, Their experience in the cul-
tural revolution, however, helped them realize that the lirst thing was
to learn how the Tachai people educaled themselves with Marxisim-
Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought so that they woere able to keep on
the socialist road and not lose their direction.

For the past three or four years, the eommune members at Chiaoli
Village have been studying Chairman Mao’s writings In earncst,
They do this during work breaks in the fields or in the evenings at
Pan Ah-mao’s home. Pan lsing-mao, who leads the production
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team’s political study, explains Chairman Mao's writings on class.

strugigle and philosophy. Sinee Chairman Mao's revolutionary theories
have been created through the summing up of practical experience,
the peasants find them casy 1o understand once they apply them to
the realitics of class struggle in the countryside.

Some commune members, for example, had thought that since
they are all for socialism, there was no need to remold their thinking.
Alter studying Chairman Mao’s philosophical explanation of how
“one divides into {wo”, they saw that they should have a dialectical
view of their own thinking in the course of class struggle: Having
suffered oppression in the past, they naturally have great love for
socialism and are eager {o make revolution and this is the principal
side of theiv thinking, On the other hand, peasants are still deeply
influenced by the idea of private ownership, the heritage of thou-
sands of years of the small-propriclor cconomy. This deep-scated
influence can only be eliminated in the course of collectivization and
long-term remolding of thinking. If they do not get rid of this private
ownership ideology, the class enemy can easily make use of them,

This was jusl what Liu Shao-chi tried to do, and drag the peas-
ants back 1o the old road, They now understand better what Chair-
man Mao meant when he said al the time of liberation, “The serious
problem i$vthe education of the peasaniry.” They discuss how the
road taken by the hundreds of miilions of peasants is velated to the
dircction taken by China as a whole., The more they discuss, the
more they feel that their destiny is linked with the destiny of the
whole country.

The year before last the team membaers studied Chairman Mao's
May 20, 1970 Statement and saw that they ought to link the Chinese
revolution with the revolutionary struggle of the people of the world.
Their vision broadening, they understood better why the pcople of
Tachal have been able to make such outstanding achicverments:
“Though they live and work in a meountain village, they have the
whele world in their hearls and thercfore look upon their work as
an important part of the revolution.”

This understanding also helped some commune members realize
how wrong it is to think that because their own lifc is improving
they don’t need to work for more progress in revolulion and produc-
tion. They now sce that there is a lot more they can conlvibute to
socialism. “If the people of Tachai can get 7.5 {ons per hectare in
the cold mountains of the north through scll-reliance and hard
work,” they cay, “surcly we cught to get still higher yields from our
rich soil here in the south and grow more grain for socialism.”
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When the Chiaoli peasants were farming individually they raised
one crop ol rice a year, As the collective ceconomy expanded they
began getting in lwo crops a year, Inspired by the Tachai spivit, in
the past few years they have been growing three crops — barley,
carly rice and late rice. The work is heavier, especially in May when
there is the threefold task of harvesting barley, transplanting early
rice and putting up bushes for the spring silkworms to spin cocoons
on, but the members tackle it with greater drive too.

In May last ycar, the young men of Chiaoll lormed a shock group
under Pan Hsing-mao to work through the night to get the barley
harvested and the rice transplanted, Not to be coutdone, the wonmen
took over the job of transporting the cutl crop and threghing it. The
older people, toe, set examples. Though plagucd by gastrie trouble,
Pan Ah-mao joined the young men in cutting and transplanting.
Sixty-one-year-old Pan Fa-chun, who has been in charge of silkworm
rearing cver since the firsl mutual-aid team, often wisited the silk-
worm rooms during the night to sce that evervthing was all right,
Although his dutics lay only with the silkworm rooms of his own
productlion team, he made the vounds of the rooms of the other nearby
production teams belorve going home.

Then came summer, the scason for harvesting the carly rice and
transplanting the late rice. When the women responsible for thresh-
ing heard that the neighboring Red Star brigade did not have enough
threshers, they worked nights to finish their own threshing and then
carrted the heavy thresher over to the Red Star brigade. When the
rush was over, Pan Ah-mao insisted that everybody lake a day off.
But Tsal Ah-shui and five other women went on the sly to the rice
paddics to fill in the blank spots with scedlings,

Last year the Chiaoli production team veaped its biggest harvest
in history. The members selected the best rice to pay their agricultural
tax and sold 110 tons of commedity grain te the state— 2 tons per
family. They also supplied their own provinee and neighboring Kiang-
su with 50 tons of fine sced rice and 1 ton of soybean sced.

At Chiacli woe heard many stories revealing the commune mem-
bers' devolion to the state and the collective,

“But life always has its contradictions,” said Pan Ah-mao. He
told us about his eldest son. The young man, cager to do more for
the cellective, had learned to drive a tractor and {reat animal discases,
Naturally he was much in demand and he began (o grumble that he
havdly had any time to himself. Iis father reminded him how the
poor peasants had lo toil in the old sociely, pulling the plows them-
selves because they had no oxen and certainly no tractor, “If a liberat-
ed peasant docs not serve his own class brothers, who should he
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serve?” the father asked him. “It's a joy and a privilege 1o do mote
for the collective.” The young man’s spirits rose again,

“There are always contradictions in our thinking,” Pan Ah-mao
observed to us, “but now when self-interest gets the upper hand, we
know wo should weigh it against the interests of the revolution, and
usually we can find the right answer.”

When we left Chiaoli, the hills were carpeted with red azaleas,
the peach and pear trees were in full bloom and the mulberry trees
were putting out new leaves.  Fields of golden rape in flower stretched
away to the foothills and the barley heads were heavy. Young men
were deiving their tractors into the paddies, plowing green manure
inte the soil. When the rapesced and barley were harvested, spring
plowing would be in {ull swing.

(From Chinag Reconstructs Augusl 1972)

How Chiaoli Production Team
-Distributes Ilts Income

Staflf Reporters

rp HE Chiaoli production team has 55 member-familics with a folal
of 263 people, and farms 26.6 hectares of land. At present, the

production team is the lowest level of organization in the people's

commune and the place whoere the basic accounting is done.

The Chiaoll production team's income has grown continually
through ten years of excellent harvests, meaning that there has been
an cvar breader base for distribution, In 1971 it harvested 288.5 tons
of grain and 6 tons of silkworm cocoons, With income from other
farm and sideline products added, total value of production came close
to 88,000 yuan.

ITow docs a team like Chiaoli divide up its inconie?
There are three kinds of interests we must take inlo account, ex-
plains vice-team leader Pan Hsing-mao, the interests of the state, the

collective and the individual. “By maintaining the correct relationship
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between them in distribuling our income, we can consolidate the col-
lective (in this case our team’s) cconomy, make our contribution to
socialist construction on a countrywide scale and also increase the
commune members’ enthusiasm for preduction.”  He showed us the
1971 plan for distribution of grain and tofal income.

Distribution of Grain

Tatal production 288,030 kg.
Agricultural {ax and quota sold to state 126,595 kg,

Regerved for use of team 60835 ki
Distributled to members 101,100 kg,

Distribution of Income (including that from grain)

Total income 87,978 vuan
Agricullural fax 3.386 yuan
Production and management cosls 21,427 yuun
Puyblic accumulation fund 15,065 yuan
Distributed as members' income 50,097 yuan

Pan Hsing-mao explained how his fcam arrived at these figures,
First ils management commitice and representatives of the poor and
lower-middle peasants® studied the matier, Guided by the principle
of three-way attention to the interests of the stale, the collective and
the individual, they drafted a plan. Then all team members discussed
it and offered opinions, Last year some were for selling more grain
o the state. “Every family already has surplus in its bins,” they
pointed out. Others suggested a bigger incerease for the team’s publie
accumulation fund and buying more farm machinery., Still othovs said
that it was imporiant to improve the commune members’ standard of
living faster and that a larger portion of cash and grain should be
disiributed among them. The management commiliee listened care-
fully to all reasonable opinions and revised the plan accordingly.
Finally a more detailed plan was worked out by the accountant.

Low Tax

Part of ecach production tcam’s income goes to the state as
agricultural tax. This was sct by the people’s government at 5 to
7 percent of each team’s gross income. Bufl the policy is not to
change the amount of tax when production rises.  Thus, though
the actual sum paid has stayed the same, the rate has dropped. Since

* The term poor and lower-middle peasants refers to original class status. not present
coonomic position,
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Chiaoli has been gelting one good harvest after another for the past
ten years, tax payments have been taking an cver-smaller proportion
of its income. The 1871 tax was actually only 3.85 percent of its total
income.

Teams with plenty of grain pay their taxes in grain. In addition,
the government buvs a quota of grain from them, fixed according to
the area a 1cam has sown to grain, its yicld per unit of arca and the
amount it necds for its own use and reserves. In a bad year the gov-
ernment reduces the tax and the commodity grain quota, and some-
times exempts a team from both. Last ycar Chiacli had no problem
paying its tax and fulfilling its grain quota.

The peasants of now China view satisfying these demands of the
government as an honorable task. “The communc membetrs under-
stand clearly that the aim of their work is to increase the wealth of
our socialist motherland,” Pan Ah-mao, who is scorelary of the
Communist Party branch, told us. “We always choose the best of our
crop for sale to the state. Sometimes individual families also sell the
state a portion of the grain distributed to them for their own use.”

Such devotion Lo the interests of the slate is commendable, but
the Communist Party lcadership constantly reminds the local cadres
that it is important to leave sufficient gramn with the team (the
collective) @and the commune members (the individual), The slale
should not intany way overbuy grain from the teams. After delivering
128 tons Lo the state in tax and commodity grain last ycar, Chiacli
still had nearly 162 tons for apportionment to the collective and indi-
vidual.

“Our contribution to the state is still very small,” said Pan Yu-shan,
a commune member. “The state has given us tremendous help, for
instance, loans when we necded them, and aid on the project to bring
the Tiaohsi River under permanent control. Farm machinery, chemical
fertilizer and insecticides are sold {o commune production leams at
reduced prices.  Last year we were able to save 700 yuan on the
fertilizer and insecticides we bought.

“Undcr the Bright Star brigade are a health station and four grade
schools, one of which has been extended to take in middle school
classes. Last year the government gave us a subsidy to help maintain
them and 1,200 yuan towards wages for the teachers, By thus lighten-
ing ow burden, the state aclually increases the income we have for
distribution.

“We get a lot of help in scientific farming, too. The agricultural
departments send out technical groups which advise us on prevention
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and treatment of rice and wheat pests, show us how {o rear silkworms
more scientilically and train technicians for us.”

Still other governmoent measurcs cncourage productlion and, of
course, also result in inercased income for the commune members,
For example, last year after the team sold 5.5 tons of siltkweorm cocoons
Lo the state, it received priority for buving 3 tons of chemical fertilizer
much needed for promoling growth of its mulberry trees. The sale of
166 pigs gave it priority for buying cleose to 3.3 tons of fodder-grain
for the cxpansion of pig-raising.

The counfryside, on the other hand, is making greater contribu-
tions to the state economy, both because of such help and as a result
ol the teams’ own cfforis as they move ahcad in the spirit of self-
reliance and hard work as cxemplified by Tachai, a medel preduction
brigade in Shansi province. Chiaoli is a good cxample. In 1955 it
was still buying its food grain from the state, but by 1965, the year
before the cultural revolution, it was able to scll 60 tons of grain to
the state. The figure rose to 75 tong in 1970 and 110 tons in 1971,

Public Fund Increases Gradually

That the collective cconomy of the entire Chengkuan commune
is thriving can be scen in other aspects of its cconomy. The communc
opcerates more than a dozen enterprises, including a plant for
manufacturing and repairing farm machinery, a brickyard, a lime
kiln, a nurscry for mulberry saplings and a veterinary stalion. The
brigades under the communce also have their own small and medium-
sized enterprises, The Bright Star brigade to which Chiaoli belongs
operales four electrie ivvigation and drainage slations, a shop for
processing farm and sideline produce, a cultivation station cquipped
with three tractors and eight cable-operated plows, and a forest farm.

Each of the three levels — commune, brigade and tcam — man-
ages and distributes its own income and enjoys the profit or bears
the losses itself.  While economic undertakings run by the commune
and brigades arc relatlively few at present, these contribute much to
developing the cconomy of the teams and improving the life of the
commune members. Like the other production teams, Chiaoli manages
i{s own land, livestack and the use of its small and medium farm
Lools in & unified way for collective production. The members’ main
source of income is from the team,

The team has its own public accumulation fund which is used {o
cover cxpenditures that benefit its members collectively. They have,
therefore, a direct interest in the proportion set aside for this [und.
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The importance of the public accumulation fund was demonstrat-
ed fo the people of Chiaoli in 1954, 61-year-old Pan Fa-chun told us.
That year a hundred-day downpour caused the Tiaohsi River to spill
over into the ficlds. Chiaoli, which was then an elementary coopera-
tive, had a small fund and could spare only encugh to install 21 foot-
powered waterwheels [or draining its fields, so the crop was a poor
one.

In the past decade Chiaoli’s steadily-rising accumulation fund
has put it in a much betler position to fight the effects of natural
disasters. From 20,000 yuan in 1983 the fund vose to 70,000 yuan in
1971, including 12,037 yuan added lo it that year carmarked for ex-
penditures related to production and 1,031 yuan for welfare. Out of
the accumulation fund, over the years the team has been able to build
new storehouses and silkworm rooms, buy threshers and pumps, and
undertake more water conservation projects. All its ficlds, levelled to
facilitate irvigation, drainage and mechanized cullivation, now yield
good crops and do not suffer from either drought or watcrlogging,.

“While the team’s public aceumulation fund must be built up,”
Party sccrelary Pan Ah-mao explained, “it can’t be done all at one
time. Incrcasing it must not be allowed 1o cut into a rise in personal
income lor the team members in every normal year., There is a gov-
ernment yegulation to this eifeet.”  The Chiaoli team’s accumulation
fund has been rising year by year and its average per capita income
has also risen. This now stands at 198 yuan. The same principle is
followed in the distribution of grain, Last year at Chiaoli, the grain
set aside for seed and fodder and for the colleclive reserve supply
added up to 60 tons. Though this was a substantial amount it was still
only 21.1 pereent of the year's total production.

“Moncy earmarked for production must be spent strietly for such
purposes, like buying tools and machinery, and not for non-productive
expenses,” Pan Ah-mao said. “Every member has the right to look
into the team’s accounts and see that they are in order.”

The welfare [und is used for education, medical care and other
sorts of public wellare. Last year the team allocated 1,031 yuan for
schools, medicine and recreation.  This paid for free treatment of
common illnesses, and for installation of a radio-rclay service avail-
able through a loudspeaker in cvery home.

“The welfare funds also cover the subsidies to large familics with
few able-bodied workers, dependents of enlisted men and elderly
people who can no longer work and have no family to support them,”
Pan went on, “There are three such clderly swomen in our team.

22

We provide their grain, cooking oil, lirewood and medical care and
give cach three yuan of pocket money per month.”

Big River Fills Small Sircams

For 1971, alter deducting from its total income the taxes, produc-
tion and management costs and additions to the public accumulation
fund, the Chiaoli tecam had 50,097 yuan — 56.93 pereent of its total —
to be distributed among its memboers.

How is this handled? Under the principle for distribution under
socialism, “from cach according to his ability, to each according to his
work”, members receive amounts based on the number of workpoints
(units of payment for labor) they carn, These are awarded according
to the type of job and the amount and qualily of labor cach does.
Payment is made in cash, grain and cooking oil. Those who work
more naturally get more, Bul if cveryone works to expand produc-
tion there is more income to be divided up.

Distribution is made three times a year. The two preliminary
ones come in May after the wheat and spring-cocoon harvest and in
August after the harvest of carly rice and summer cocoons. The
final distribution is made after the autumn harvest. Both grain and
cash as well as other forms of income are paid directly to the recipient.

Looking through the distribution files over the years, we noted
that the members’ income showed a gradual rise. The average per
capita distribution of grain was 314.5 kg. for 1960 and 399.7 ky. for
1971, For cash it was 71 yuan in 1958, the year the commune was
formed, 132 yuan in 1963, the ycear before the cultural revolution, and
198 yuan in 1971, These figures do not include incomce from family
sidelines.

Today aboutl 70 percent of Chiaoli’s families have savings in the
bank and the majority have surplus grain at home. Seventeen of
the poorest families in the old sociely now own sewing machines,
Quite a [ew peasants are wearing wrist watches.  “When there's
water in the big river, the small streams will be full too,” the members
say. “When the stale and the production team become better off, our
life also improves.”

Before leaving we visited 34-year-old Pan Yun-chu at his homo.
As he poured tea for us, he said, “You know how fast bamboo shoots
push up after a rain, that's the way our life is improving thesc days.
In my family of six, my son, my daughter-in-law and I are working
i the team, My wife takes cave of the house and my two grandsons
g0 to school. Last year we got an income of 1,100 yuan — 650 vuan
in cash, 2,600 kg. of grain, and also oil, silk balting lor our padded
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clothes and other produce. From our family sidelines, we get more

than 200 yuan for selling three fat pigs to the state.  We had news
clothes made for cveryone and bought some furniture. My son

purchased a 17-jewel Shanghal brand wrist walch. We have our own
sewing machine, radio and quills of silk balting.” Ile sipped his tea
and said thoughtfully, “Beforc liberation I farmed one-third of a
hectare of land and had to borrow at exorbitant rates of interest to tide
the family over the winters. We owe everything to the Chinese Com-
munist Party and Chairman Mao."”

{From China Reconsiruets September 1972)
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OUR NEIGHBORHOOD

There are thousands of streets and lanes in Peking. How
are they administered? What role do the people play in local
government? How do they live? Below are the answers from
an interview with Hsu Chung-chi, head of the Fengsheng
Neighborhood Revolutionary Committee, followed by five

articles,
— Editor

What is the neighborhood revolutionary commitltee?

It is the basic-level organ of people’s political power, the lowest
level of government administration in the city. IPeking is divided into
nine districts, five city and four rural. Fengsheng is one of nine neigh-
borhoods in the West City District, its administration is called the
Fengsheng Neighborhood Revolutionary Committee.

How big is the area under your commiltee and how many people
live in it?

Our neighborhood covers 1.5 square kilometers. It contains two
main strects and 132 lancs. There are 14,136 houscholds with 02,978
people. Of these, 22,808 are workers in industry, commerce and
service trades or government cadres, teachers, doctors and theater
people. We have 16,262 primary, middle school and college students,
6,146 pre-school children and 7,762 of whal we eall “neighborhood
people™ — retired people, old people and housewives who stay at home
because they have many children to lock after.

When was your neighborhood revolutionary commitiee set up? How
is it organized?

It was formed in March 1968 during the cultural revolution. Its
27 members were elected after many meetings and consultations by
the “neighborhood people” and those who work in neighborhood-run
factories and units, Ten arc government workers who were assigned
to the locality and later elected to the committee. The rest are work-
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ers in neighborhood-run factories, teachers in the local schools, work-
ers in the clinies and *“neighborhood people”.  They participate in
government as representatives of the local people, Those who have
jobs in neighborhood-run factories or other units continue in them, so
they are in a good posilion to know the opinions and demands of the
people and pass them en to the committee.  In this way they help the
people exercise their revolutionarvy supervision over this basic-level
organ ol government,

Among the committee members are some who have been doing
community work for years as well as young pcople who became acti-
vists during the cultural revolution, Thus it has clderly, middle-aged
and young people. More than hall of the members (16) are women.

Whalt is a residentls’ commitiec?

Our neighborhood is divided into 25 residential areas. Each takes
in from one to eight lanes with 400 (o 800 houscholds, about 2,000
people,  Every such area has a residents’ committee which works
under the neighborhood revolutionary committce. The residents’
committee is a self-governing people’s organization, not a unit of gov-
ernment. It does the actual day-to-day work of serving the people in
the locality, as assigned by the neighborhood revolutionary commitice,
This residents’ commiiice serves all the people who live in its area,
but those most active in it are those who work in neighborhood-run
enterprises and the “neighborhood people”. For the latler, the resi-
dents” commiitee serves as the center for collective life in the same
way that the place of work doces [or people employed in nen-neigh-
borhood enterprises. The “neighborhood people” elect from among
themselves the 15 to 23-member residents’ committee which serves
without pay. Most of the members were once workers or cadres and
are now retived, or members of their families who have been active in
service lo the people.

Fvery residents’ commitiee has three to six subdivisions of about
120 houscholds cach which serve as a basis {for groups ol 40 to 30
“neighborhood people” for study and other matters.

What do the neighborhood revolutionary committees do?

These are the main tasks of the neighborhood revolutionary com-
mittees: They organize workers, teachers, students and cadres in
neighborhood-run units as well as the “neighborhood people” to study
works by Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin and by Chairman Mao, to dis-
cuss national and international affairs and to carry out the policies of
the Communist Party and the people’s government.,  They sct up such
small factories and other production units as [if into the slate plan.
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They oporate nurseries and kindergartens to supplement those run by
the city and targe places of work, as well as dining vrooms and house-
hold-service shops.  They administer the culiural, educational and
health alfairs ol the neighborhood and safeguard the people’s lives
and propeity.

Under owrr Fengsheng rovolutionary committee there are seven
factorics, a houschold-scrvice shop with eight branches, four nursery-
kindergartens and a neighborhood hospital. All of these were sot up
by the loeal people in 1958 and are eolleetively owned by the revolu-
tionary commilice. We also administer 10 primary schools sel up
by the government in our area before 1953,

How docs the neighborhood revolutionary committee do s work?

Weo try to carry oud the principle of simple administration with as
few people as possible, A chairman and three vice-chairmen divide
the work and lead eollectively. Important questions are decided in
general meetings of the committee. Leaders and stafl members must
not sit in offices. They join the local study group. go into the streets
and lanes and talk with the residents to find out about local con-
ditions.

One of the tasks of the members of the neighborhood revolution-
ary committee is to pass the opinions and demands of the masses on
to the commillee and to convey te the people the decisions of the
commitice and dircetions hrom higher organs.  Those who work {ull
time for the commiltee spond one day a week working in some
neighborhood factory or other unit o keep in close touch with the
puaple.

The residents’ conumittees are an imporiant link between the
neighborhood revolutionary committee and the people. The residents’
committees take on the job of making known o every houschold the
policies of the Parly and government and tasks assipned by higher
organizations. They hold discussions among the people on how to
carry these out locally. Thelir aim is to sec that cvery man, woman
and child understands the reasons for the policies and tasks in rela-
Lion to both the country and the individual. This understanding leads
Lo everyone thinking up ideas and methods, and to conscious in-
dividual and collective effort for reaching the objective.

Most of the affairs of the neighborhood which woe handle concern
the interests of the people themsclves. Since they participate in and
control the management of their own neighborhood, the revolutionary
committee has almost tolal support in whatever tasks need to be
carricd oul,



Our Neighborhood —1

Serving the People

WEI FENG-YUN, Fengsheng Neighhor-
hood Revolutionary ~Committee member

AM an ordinary housewife with five children, My husband drives

a three-wheeled motorcab. In 1949 the Chinese Communist Party
and Chairman Mao liberated the working people and ol course my
family. My husband began to have a steady wage and the family
did not have lo worry about food and clothing anymore. From then
on, after I linished my housework I began 1o go out to do community
SCrVICe.

When our neighborhood set up its revolutionary commitlee in
1968, the people elected me to represent them on it. Thus [ began to
take part in the management of cur neighborhood. T thought: I am
what I am today beeause of the political understanding the Party has
piven me. Because the people trust me so mueh, I will work all the
harder to serve them wholcheartedly.

Each 9fius in the revolutionary commiltec is responsible [ov cer-
taln areas. I am in charge ol contacting three residents’ committees
in Mengtuan, Wuling and Shuncheng lanes which have 1,433 house-
holds — 5,417 people. Right alter every meeting of the revolutionary
committee I go to the leaders of these three residents’ committees, tell
them the decisions and discuss with them how to accomplish the tasks
assigned.

The people cleet the neighborhood revolutionary committee, trust
it and have a great interest in its work. They constantly give us
suggestions for improving our work. I take criticisms and demands
raiscd by the people to the neighborhood revolutionary committee
which studics them and tries to solve the problems as quickly as
possible.

Let me give some examples. Residents in old-style houses in
Shuncheng Lance had to go down the lane to fetch water for cooking.
washing clothes and baths, and there were no nearby drains Lo empty
dirty water. The problem was quite serious in the summer when they
used more water. We told the public utilities burcau about it and
they installed more taps and dug more drains in the lane.

The grocery store in the lane was too small and there was no
public telephone.  IPeople had to walk some distance to another stove
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for even such small items as needles, thread and buttons. We wrote
1o the municipal trade bureau and asked that {the local store be ex-
panded to include other items and that a public telephone be installed.
Very soon we saw men selting up telophone poles, and a telephone
appearcd. Now the local grocery store handles more ilems, more
varietics of vegetables and other nonstaple foods, and they are fresher.

The cultural revolution brought new ideological awareness to the
“neighborhood prople”. They show a high degree of initiative in doing
their part in building socialism. At the regucest of the local people,
production groups and health stations were organized in all 23 resi-
dents' arcas in the Fengsheng neighborhood. All the women in the
neighborhood who can work are cmploved.

My childven are no longer small and there is not so much house-
work now. I want to do more for the people, but it is hard for some-
one without much cducation to do this work well. Last spring the
neighborhood revolutionary committee set up a night school where
houscewives who are leaders of the residents’ committees can study
politics and improve ther senceral education.

I joined the classes at once and never missed if I could help it
We nover dared 1o dream of such a thing in the old society. My
memory is not what it should be —T am 50 already — so it's pretty
hard to learn and my hand docsn’t want to obey me when I try to
write. But I'm stubborn — beeause I want te do more for our neigh-
borhood.

Our Neighborhood—2
Study Brings
a Broader View

LIU JU-CIIIN, vice-head of the Brick
Tower Lane Residents® Committee

N the mornings when our study groups get together, the mem-

bors start coming after breaklast carrying their little stools. There

ave while-haired retired people, mothers carvying babies and grand-

mothers pushing tots in carriages. They sit in a circle, laughing and
chatting, until the group leader declaves the class in session.
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‘I'he “neighborhood people” are divided into four groups according

io where they live along our lane.  Each group chooscs its own leader-

and guide, usually people who have relired.  We mecet for study 2
hours 3 times a week, usuatly from 8 to 10 in the morning,  Since
familics arve especially busy over the holidays such as the Spring
Festival or National Day, the study stops for a week or so.

Our studies are along the lines ol the gencral program followed
throughout the country by groups like ours. We read and discuss
articles from the newspapers or Red Flag magazine, or works by Marx,
Fngels, Lenin and Stalin and by Chairman Mao., The guide explaing
difficult points.  Sometimes the period is used for transmilting Party
and government policies and diveefives or Lo organize aclivities in our
lance.

In the current movement to crilicize revisionism and rectify the
stvle ol work, every group has held at leasl iwo or three meetings to
criticize and repudiate the revisionist line of the Lin Piac anti-Party
cligue.  Scathing denunciations are illustrated with facts from the
members’ own exporience.

In the past, when we housewives in the lane ran into one another
at the market or on the street, we usually talked only aboul everyday
matiers such as food, fuel and kids. But now we often discuss ques-
tions that come out of our studics or national and international prob-
lems. WhHen we can't come to a scssion beeause of sickness ov other
business, we feel we've missed something,

We try to relale our studics 1o our lives and put what we learn
into practice,  Grandmothers now say, “It’s not enough just to sce to
it that our children cat properly and dress neatly. They've got to be
taught 1o love their studies, love labor, have concern for the collective
and fight against bad people and bad actions.  Otherwise there's going
Lo be revisionism and we working people will suffer again.”

Such study broadens the vision of the members. Move and more
people arc showing concern fer pthers and the collective,  One day
after study, Chi Yen-yun of group 4 thought, “Chairman Mao urges
unity but the two families in our yard aren’ getting along just be-
cause of a quarrel between their children.  They have no conflict of
basic interests, why can't their differences be solved?” When she
brought the question up with the other members of hev study group,
they urged her to help unite the two families. With much patient
cffort she finally brought the families together to talk it over. FEach
said that they bore part of the responsibility and the misunderstanding
wag cleared up,

Sun Fu-lun, living at No. 27 in a courtyard of six [amilies, doesn’t
go out 1o work because she has a number of children Lo lake care of.
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Aill the hushands and wives in the other five families go out to work,
and when their children come home from school there is usually no
one home.  So Sun Fu-lun keeps boiled water on hand [or the children
to drink and helps them to do things like prepare meals and buy gro-
cories.  Her grateful neighbors do all they can after work Lo help her
with her houschold chores, and knit sweaters for her children in spare
moments. Coming frem different places and working at different
jobs, the six families did not know cach other before, but now they
feel very close to cach other. Since Sun Fu-lun is always at home,
the other familics leave their keys with her and she has become the
vard's “housekceper”.

Our Neighborhood —3

How Qur Clinic Works

YEN CHIU-IIUA, medical worker

UR CLINIC was sct up by our Brick Tower Lane Residents’ Com-

mitice in 18969, along with similar ones in other arcas in Feng-
sheng. This was in accordance with the principles of putting pre-
vention [irst and integrating public health work with mass movements.
We got a lot of help from the area’s residents and the big People’s Hos-
pital nearby. Three months of preliminary training at the People’s
Hospital gave us housewives an initial knowledge of acupuncture, in-
jections, and the prevention and treatment of common illncsses.

We are located in a sunny room in the same courtyard as the of-
fice of the Brick Tower Lane Residents’ Commiltee, We have two beds
which serve as cxamination and treatment tables, Our big glass
cabinet is filled with medicines and medical equipment. The two of
us in charge are doctor, nurse and pharmacist at the same time.

Onc day a couple with a year-old baby were passing through our
lane when the child suddenly went into convulsions.  His eyes rolled
up and he stopped breathing.  We rushed out, examined the child and
gave him acupuncture treatment, When he linally began to ery, we
knew he would be all right again,

Since our ¢linic started, people no longer have to go out of the
arca to get treatment for such common illnesses as headaches, colds
and coughs. Residents who get their free medical care through their
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place of work and are resting at home due to illness can get preserip-,
tions filled, injections, dressings changed, blood pressure tested, ete,

at our clinic for five fen (cents).

In the citywide health care network, we beleng to the scclion
covered by the People's Hospilal, and its doctors often visit the area
to give trealment and to guide us and help solve our technical prob-
lems.

If somcone is seriously ill and we cannot diagnose it or handle it
ourselves, we immediatcly arrange for him to be sent to a hospital.
To help invalids, old people, babics and others who are being treated at
the People's ospital or the Children's Hospital but cannot get there
casily, we make home calls or deliver medicine. In advance of the
scasons when common and epidemic discases occur we publicize pre-
ventive measures among the residents and in street factories. nuvseries
and primary schools. We help the People's Hospital with their pre-
ventive work by giving vaccinations and inoculations and also do
education on birth control.

Through scveral years of practice our ability in preventien and
treatment has improved. The people censtantly cncourage us and
this spurs us on to do all we can to serve them better.

-"\
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Our Neighborhood — 4

Our Lane Has Changed

TUNG HSIU-CHING, an old resident

» M sevenly years old this year and bave been living in Nanyutai
Lanc for 33 years. What great changes I've seen!

Before liberation, our lanc had three “manys” — many poor pco-
ple, many slum houses and many children. Pcople made their living
by sclling their labor — pedalling pedicabs, doing odd jobs, running
small stalls. None of them had a fixed job. Many families did not
know where their next meal would come from. The houses they lived
in were in a terrible state, with the wind whistling through the cracks
in the winter and the rain leaking through the roof in the summer.
But in those days who cared about us?
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With liberation in 1949, we working pcople stood up and became
masters of the new society.  As soon as the People’s Liberation Army
men enlered the city, they provided us with food, money and clothes.
Thoey got us together and explained the revelution to us. The people’s
government began solving the problem of unemployment and we all
got steady jobs. Some went inlo [actories and others joined pro-
ducers’ co-ops. With stable monthly wages, our life improved steadily.

Take my old neighbor Sun Meng-hsuch, for example. He was a
pedicab man, trying to feed his mother, a wife and four children. The
seven of them huddled in a room about to fall down. Every day the
family had to wait for him to come back with money before they could
buy the day's food.  If he had no luck. they would go hungry:. To try
and help, the three daughters picked over the cinders in rubbish heaps
[or unburned picees of coal.

But now Sun is the dispalcher at a three-whecled motoreab station
and carns 60 yuan a month. They live in two nice reoms facing the
south. His four older children are married and the two younger are
in junior middle school. 1lis wife, who suffered from asthma for many
years, 18 now receiving good treatment at the People’'s Hospital. The
whole family leads a happy life.

Our people’s government thinks of everything for us. More than
100 families in our lane have moved inte new apartments or houses.
The homes of the others have been well repaired.  The street’s housing
management office always asks [or the opinions of the neighborhood
representatives before they distribute or venovate housing.  If any-
thing goes wrong with the clectricity, water or drains, we just tell the
office and it sends repairmen right away.

Before liberation the rent collectors hounded us like baying dogs.
They yelled and shouted whenever they stepped through the door.
You had {o pay the rent lirst, even il your stomach was empty. But
today the rent we pay docsn’t even cover the cost of maintenance and
repairs! What a striking contrast with the old society!

Children of the poor in our lane used to run about naked or half
naked. But now they ave all well-clothed and healthy.,  When it is
time for inoculations, the Pcople’s Hospital and the neighborhood
clinic arrange everything.  When children reach school age, the teach-
ers go Irom house to house 1o envolt them. Before liberation the
husband of Chang Chun-ching. vice-head at the lane residents’ com-
mittee, a worker, was so poor he couldn’t afiord to send his children
to school. But in the new society three of his children have graduated
from university and the fowrth from a sccondary technical school.
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My husband died when I was 31 and wo had no children. Though -

I'm getting on in ycars, [ enjoy a happy life. The people's govern-
ment always shows concern for me, members of the neighborhcod
revolutionary commitlee come to sce me often and my neighbors take
good care of me.  The world has changed and so has our lane.

Qur Neighborhood —5

Street Factories

Stafi Reporter

E want to build socialism !’ These were the words of Cheng Hsiu-

lan, 15 vears ago a housewile who could neither read nor wrile,

Today she is vice-chaitwoman of the revolutionary committee of the

Fengsheng Spring Factory. Her words reflect the feelings of the
neighborhood’s housewives.

Under<he Fengsheng Neighborhood Revolutionary Commitltee are
six other factdries for insulaling malerials, rubber products, adult and
children’s clothing, powder meiallurgy and cardboard boxes, They
all have some common [catures: a mixture of unimpressive buildings
old and new; both modern machinery and equipment they made them-
selves; and over 80 (in some, 80) percent of the workers and stalf made
up of women, most of whom live less than a 13-minute walk away,

Each yesar these women produce millions of yuan worth of prod-
ucts for the domestic and foreign markets, complementing large
plants. They have become an indispensable part of the national
cconomy.

It 15 hard o believe that in 1938 these plants were just groups of
wonien who had organized Lo make simple products such as loudspeak-
or cones, sheet mica, children’s toys and cardboard boxes,  “Capital
investment” came from three or four-yuan donations by the members,
and only the simplest taols.

Starling [rom Scratch

In 1958 housewives in the necighborhood were inspired by the
Communist Party’s genceral line for building sacialism,  “The whole
couniry is taking a big leap forward,” one of them said in a discussion
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about it, “can’t we do anything but bend over our stoves all day? We
want to do our pact {o build socialism too!”

When they heard there was an urgent demand for springs, Cheng
Hsiu-lan and 20 other wotnen organized a produclion group and started
making small ones for mouse traps and cyeglass cases. Thoy made
theiv first batch by turning them on hand winders and heating them
in a kitchen stove.

They have not forgotien their sccond year.  The Great Hall of the
People was being buill in Peking for China's ienth National Day. They
were given the job of making 250,000 sofa springs for its [urniture.
Now 68 women, they sent representatives to learn the technique from
large plants and studied hard. In spite of their primitive conditions,
they delivered high-quality springs 14 days ahead of schedule,

When the hall was finished, the women were invited to lour it
Entering the splendid main hall and sitting on the sofas, these mothers
were as happy as children.  “Our work went into these!”

“For the first time,” Cheng Hsiu-lan said, “we really realized that
money can’t buy the happiness that comes from taking part in helping
our country.”

“Butld socialism!™ is the slogan that keeps them advancing, Aficr
15 years ol hard struggle, they have automated or semi-automated
most of the production process.  They have buili new shops and they
now numboer 270 workers, Using wire from 0.2 mm. to § mm. in diamoe-
ter, they produce over 1,100 specifications of springs lor dozens of
models of automobiles.

Now 39, Cheng Hsiu-lan is a member of the Communist Party,
She lcarned how to read and write in a night class shortly after the
factory was started.  Though she had never touched a machine in her
life, she is now an experienced manager responsible for the factory’s
produciion.  She reads blueprints and makes innovations,

When the Fengsheng Neighborhood Revolutionary Commitice was

set up during the culiural revelulion, Cheng Hsiu-lan was elected 1o
its standing commitice,

Advance or Retreat?

The other [actories in the Fengsheng neighborhoed developed in
much the same way. Like Cheng Hsiu-lan, other housewives found
their horizons broadening aftcr they came out of their homes to join
in building socialism.

Everyone praises Liu Ying-pin, who is in charge of the insulaling
materials factory. She is the daughter of a poor peasant, Before
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liberation she got tuberculosis of the bone and because she could not |
afford treatment her left leg had to be amputated below the knee. .

Today she wears an artificial limb. In 1958 she and other housewives
set up a small shop to make insulating material. Then, around 1960,
China ran into temporary economic difficultics. A handful of re-
visionists headed by Liu Shac-chi thought that strect factories with
{their “slim resources and inferior technique” were not of much use to
the national cconomy. They said that “factories with orders should
work and thosc without orders should closc™.

Liu Ying-pin did not agree. “Chairman Mag liberated us housc-
wives and gave us a role in building up the country,” she went around
telling everyone, “We can’t retreat to our homes and live off others.”

Their small factory was nol operating at capacity, so she and the
others went to a construction site to wash clothing for the workers,
even laking their sewing machines along for the mending, “We'll do
anything,” they said, “‘as long as it supports socialist construction. But
we refuse to disband.”

Resisting the revisionists’ demand that they quit, they kept their
factory going with their own hard work. Slowly they cnlarged their
factory until today it produces over 36 types of low-cost, high-quality
insulating material in a variety of specilications, In 1965, before the
cultural revolution, they turned out 556,000 yuan worth of material.
In 1972 it was 4,300,000 yuan.

Last year Liu Ying-pin attended a national meeting in Shanghai
at which orders were placed.  The products of this small [actory arc
sold throughout the country and have their place in the slate's produc-
tion plan.

These factories are collectively owned. The neighborhood revolu-
tionary committee gives them unified leadership in political and idco-
logical work and the realization of their production plans and provides
a unified acccunting system. Their profits are used to cover the cost
of benefits for the workers and are invested in new buildings and
cquipment for the expansion ol local production.

The development of production has improved the workers’ situa-
tion, An adjusiment of the wages of neighborhood factory workers
last year brought them basically in line with those in stale enterprises,
Women who slarted to work at the same time as Cheng Hsiu-lan earn
about 40 yuan a month.

They receive free medieal treatment. A woman can send her child
{o a ncighborhood nursery from the time her B6-day maternity leave
ends until her child begins primary school. Her factory pays half the

cost of care. Neighborhood houschold-service shops do washing,
mending and other repairs.  This helps liberate the women from time-
consuming chores,

Everyone Can Do Her Bit

About 30 percent of the local women work in the neighborhood’s
factories. Fengsheng neighborhood has an embroidery workshop and
has also organized older women who have difficulty in going out to
work to do embroidery in their homes.

In its spacious rooms in Tacheng Lane one can sce its beaulilfully
embroidered bedspreads, tablecloths and aprons made for export.
Group leader Chang Kuei-chen learned to do cmbroidery as a child
in the countryside. The greup, she 1old us, gels jobs from an em-
lﬁl‘oidery plant and distributes the work to some 300 women in their

omes.

Visiling the women regularly to sece how the work is going, Chang
Kuci-chen frequently comes upoen the encrgetic bespeetacled grand-
mothers busy over their embroidery while their grandchildren do their
homework. She mentioned Tuan Hsiang-yun, in her sixties, her
children all working and her family’s income a very adequate 400 yuan
a month. Afraid she would overtire herself, her children advised her
to drop the embroidery work.  “My eyes are still good,” she retorted.
“I can still do my bit for our country.”

Fengsheng’s neighborhood factorics complement slate-run plants
and there are various residents’ commitlee production groups which
process things for these faclories. Some production is concentraled,
some dispersed,  Through these channels all the housewives in the
neighborhood who can work have a chance to meke their contribution
to building socialism. Through political study in the factories, learn-
ing techniques as they work, increasing their general knowledge in
night school classes, the women of the Fengsheng neighborhood have
developed into an cnergetic corps for building socialism.

{From China Reconstructs August 1973)



THE GENERAL LINE FOR
SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION

Your articles often mention the General Line lor Socialist Construc-
tion. What does this mean?

The General Line for Socialist Construction is expressed in the
words, “go all out, aim high and achieve greater, faster, better and
mote economical results in building socialism”.

The call “Go all cut and aim high” is to arcusc the revolutionary
spirit of China’s hundreds of millions of people and bring their en-
thusiasm and resourcefulness into full play. These are the wellsprings
of the power by which any greater, faster, better and more economical
results in building soclalism will be achicved, because it is the masses
who are the real heroces. The Parly's fundamental starting point in
any undertaking is its firm {aith in the majority of the people — pri-
marily in the majority of the workers and peasants, who constitute the
basic masses. At the same time its policy is te give cadres and rev-
olutionary intellecluals full opportunity to play an important rele. It
is through truly relying on the masses, maintaining independence and
kecping the initiative in our own hands, persisting in scl{-reliance and
hard struggle and doing cverything diligently and thriftily that
China’s soci list construction will be moved [orward at a faster pace.

The words “greater, faster, better and more cconomical results”
cxpressed in the General Line define a many-sided requirement for
socialist construction. In any endeavor in this field, all of these must
be considered.  Stress only on guality and lower cost would make
inroads on guantity and speed.  And in the long run betier quality
and lower cost could not really be achieved. On the olher hand, if
emphasis were laid only on quantity and speed, quality and cost would
be aflected and even the aims of achieving quantity and speed could
nol be met,
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The four aspects are interrelated, they promote and supplement
onc another, they are inseparable paris of & whole. This rellects the
objective laws governing the building of socialism.

How was the General Line for Socialist Construction drawn up?

The new China came into existence in 1949 with a backward
economy and a poor material base [or development. The cnemies of
the working people were not reconciled to their defeat: the imperialists
enforced a blockade en China: inside the country the landlords, rich
peasants, counier-revolutionarics and other bad elements hoped for a
restoration of capitalism. In such circumstances, it was impcerative to
end China’s poverty and backwardness by developing a soclalist
ceonomy at a high speed.

In the first fow years after liberalion the Communist Party led
the people to carry out land reform and rchabilitate the national
economy, From the year 1953 on, under the guidance of the Party,
the socialist transformation of all sectors of the economy took place
step by step. (Peasants and handicraft producers organized them-
sclves into farm and handicraflt cooperatives. Industrial and com-
mercial concerns owned by national capitalisis became jointly ownced
by both the state and private capital) Tt was fundamentally completed
in 1956 and socialist public ownership became the cconomic basis of
our country.

The socialist conscicusness of the people all over the land rose to
a new high. They were eager [or the rapid development of the na-
tional cconomy in order to build the country as quickly as possible into
a strong socialist one with modern industry, modern agriculture and
modern scicnee and culture. It was in these circumstances that in
1958 Chairman Mao summed up China’s expevienee in building so-
cialism and formulated the General Line for Socialist Construction.
It expressed the desires of the Party and people and was drawn up to
benefit them in the broadest possible way.

The promulgation of the General Line for Socialist Construction
has stimulated a vigorous development in all fields ol construction.

{(From China Reconsfrucis April 1973)



THE POLICY FOR NATIONAL
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

How has China gone about developing her national cconomy? What
is the general policy?

China takes agriculture as the foundation and industry as the
leading lactor in developing her national economy. This general
policy was laid down in order (o carry out the Goeneral Line for So-
cialist Construction -— *go all out, aim high and achicve greater, faster,
better and more economical results in building socialism”,

Why must agriculiure he the foundation?

Takin® agriculture as the foundation means puiling the develop-
ment of agricullure in [irst place. It is the main branch of the econo-
my for feeding and clothing China's several hundred million people.
Without fivst solving this problem she ean neither develop the ceonoe-
my as a whole nor carry forward with socialist construcltion.  But
how? Being a socialist country, China cannot depend on grain and
textiles imported from abroad, but must produce them hersell,
Therelore, all her economic development must rest on this foundation
— agriculture,

Before liberation, under imperialism, feudalism and burcaucrat-
capitalismi China’s cconomy was poor and very backward., In addition
{0 the problem of leeding and clathing her people, the now China was
faced with the need to change a backward agriculiural country into an
advanced industrial one as quickly as possible.  Bul whoere were the
raw materials, funds, markel and labor power nceded lo develep in-
dustry to come hom?

As a socialist statle, China must rely on funds accumulated by her
socialist cconomy and on the creativily of the people. With the initia-
tive in her own hands she must take her own road independently.

{(Continued on p. 53)

40

Commune members of {he Tachai brigade in Shansi prov-
inge transform (heir sealteeed, Giny fields inlo levelled
stretches of land {for mechanized [arming and irrigation.



Chuang Aulenomous Reglon.

The Shihliho hydro-power
station in Lingchuan eouniy,
Shansi  provinee, uses  the
foree of a spring brought
through a 3.5-kilomeler ditich
and over i 327-meier-high
hill.

Tevracing  hills  with  ficlds,
like these In norlthern Shensi
province, is part of the vast
cftort ol people alomg ihe
upper andd middle reaches aof
the Yeltow River to conleal
water loss and soil erosion.
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Li Shao-kuei, seasoned stecl worker in
Ciinas “Iron Cily” 1 Anshan, passes p
on his experirnee to young workers,

NMsianghuoglien Reserveir, ane of tive large ones huill in the Tapich
Blouniains of Anhwei provines, ircigates 335000 hectares of land.

Pl
Cadres, veteran preasants and technicians selecl seeds together In a newly
harvesied wheat iield of the Nanchungchia brigade in Shaniung province.




Blas{ furnaces of a small iron
and steel complex in the Yen-
‘ tai area in Shantung prevince
built in accordance wilh the
policy ot “walking on two legs'™,

The Taching €l Relinery, a large enterprise.




1*eople of Feagsheng neighborhood, Peking. in one of the
greups lhey have organized to siudy currenl  aflairs

y &4 :
“Anyvihing men can do, woimen can do too,”  Girl workers of
the MHulung Shipyard, Shanghai, on the joh atap a kigh mast,

Morning in a small lane.

A neighborhood mending
and embroidery group,




fitile Red Guards write a hlack-
board newspaper  at Peking’s
Wenhsing Streel Primary School.

o1d folk singer of the Kazakh nationalily
in the Sinkiang Uighur Autonomaus Reglon,

it . _W

ll A !hird-gtader learns I'upils  often work 1n
writing with a brush. the pharmaceutical plant.




A third-grader learns
wriling with & brush.

Pupils oficn  work In
the pharimaceulical plant.

Lilile Red Guards write a black-
« Board newspaper at  Peking's
Wenhsing Street Primary School.

Old folk singer of the Kazakh nalionalil
in the Sinkiang Uighur Aulonomous Regior




THE POLICY OF
‘WALKING ON TWO LEGS’

What docs the policy of “walking on two legs” mean?

In developing her national economy, China balances the relations
between industry and agriculture, heavy indusiry and light industry,
large enterprises and medium-to-small enterprises, modern production
methods and indigenous mothods, enterprises run by the central
government and those run by local authoritics, and other pairs of
relations, She docg not emphasize one to the neglect of the other but
develops both simultancously in such a way that they coordinate
with and promote each other.

The relations between these pairs are like that between the two
legs of a pexson, When both legs coordinate well, the person is able
to walk steadier and faster, Therefore, the policics for handling these
pairs of relations in developing the national economy have been named
simply the policy of “walking on two legs”.

What is the basic content of these policics and the underlying reasons
for them?

The basie content is as [ollows:

1. Industry and agriculture develop simultancously. China is
still a large agricultural country and most of her population is in
the countryside. Only a rapidly developing agricullure can meet
the people’s food and clothing needs and provide industry with ample
raw materials for development and a wide market for its products.
At the same time, the development of agriculture depends on the
support of indusiry. Only a modern industry can provide the large
amounts of farm machinery, electricity, chemical fertilizers and in-
sceticides necessary for a modern agriculture. Thus, industry and
agriculture in China are developed simultancously and the two com-
plement each other.

2. Heavy industry and light industry develop simultaneously,
Building a modern industry, modern agriculture and strong national
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defense requires advanced cguipment and materials from heavy in-
dustry. To develop heavy industry, however, requires a great amount
of funds. In China today, enc of the main sources of these funds
is the aceumulaiion from light industry. Light industry necds com-
paratively less funds, goes into production faster and the period of
capital turnover is shorter. Therefore, while giving priority lo de-
veloping heavy industry, China is also actively devcloping light in-
dustry. As light industry progresses, more and morc consumer goods
are produced to satisfy the increasing nceds of the people and a
growing amount ol funds is thus provided for heavy industry to
expand reproduction. Developing light industry alse promotes the
development of heavy industry because light industry demands more
and more machinery and industrial raw materials such as plastics
and matevials for the chemical and synthetic fiber industries.

3. Large enferprises and medium-to-small enterprises develop
simultancously. To build a modern industry, it is nccessary to build
some large core enterprises with a high level of technology and pro-
ductivity. But large cnterprises require large investmenti, a rather
long time to build and the technological requirements are complicated.
Therclfore, at the same time that large-scale enterprises are being
built, many mediun-to-small enterprises are also rising up through-
out the country., Medium-to-small enterprises require comparatively
less investment, a shorter time to build and simpler technology. They
not only provide the prople with urgently necded indusirial products
but also train techniecians and accumulate more experience and funds
for building the large enterprises, thus promoting the development
of the big entorprises.

4. Modern production methods and indigenous methods devel-
op together. This means that in the main China adopts the newest
modarn technology and at the same lime actively adopts the simple
and practical technical experience of the loeal people. New China’s
industrial base was very weak, so it is impossible in a short time
to have the newest cquipment and technology for all factories and
mines. Wherever it has not vet been possible to adopt the newest
technology, simple and practical indigenous methods are being used.
These methods are then continually improved upon,  This saves time
and speeds up China's industrialization.

5. National and local enterprises develop simuliancously. China
is a big country with a huge population, Its provinces and autono-
mous regions range from 100,000 to several hundred thousand square
kilometers in area. Their populations range from several million to
several dozen million people. In such a large cconomically under-
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developed country it is not possible for the central government to
run everything in economic construction.

China is carrying out a planned socialist economy in which the
industries throughout the country are parts of the whole, like chess-
men in a game of chess. On the one hand, important mines and fac-
tories which act as the core in the country’s industirial development
have been built and are directly managed by the central governnent.
On the other hand, the central government encourages every prov-
ince, autonomous region, municipality, region and county to build
local indusiries according to their particular conditions. These in-
dustiries use the raw materials of their locality and manufacture for
that locality. Their production plans are part of the unified national
production plan.

By developing naiional and local enterprises at the same lime,
the initiative of both can be given full play, and the natural resources,
funds, equipment and technology of every part ol the country can
be fully utilized. This spceds up China’s cconomiie construction.

What is the main significance of “walking on two legs” in developing
the national economy and building socialism?

The policy of “walking on two legs” suils China’s concrete situa-
lion and conforms to the objective laws of China’s economic devel-
opment. & enables China to mobilize all positive factors for the
building of socialism, thus accelerating the country's economic de-
velopment and guaranteeing that the General Line for Socialist Con-
struction — “go all out, aim high and achicve greater, [aster, better
and more cconomical results in building socialism™ — is put into effect.

Precisely because the initiative of the national and local authori-
{ies and the people has been brought into [ull play, China’s agricul-
ture has had good harvests every ycar for the past decade, her main
corc enterprises have developed rather quickly — thus laying the pre-
liminary basis [or socialist indusirialization, and lecal industries have
shot up everywherc.

Every province (not including Taiwan), municipality and autono-
mous region has thousands of factories and mincs in produclion.
Ninety-six percent of the counties have built their own farm-tool
manufacturing and repair plants and 70 percent have built cement
factories. As the masses set up factories, not enly are engineers
and cxpericnced veteran workers able to display their initiative to the
full, but the peasants’ enthusiasm for building industries is also
aroused.

China’s large core enterprises utilize rich natural resources where
they are concentrated, whereas the thousands of medium-to-small
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enterprises utilize natural resources that are scattered. This brings
the people’s initiative into full play and makes full use of malcrials
and land.

There is also a long-range significance of the “walking on two
legs' policy. Because it has brought about the increasing numbers
of modern industries in China’s vast countryside which train many
workers and engineers from among the peasants, the policy leads to
reducing the differences between workers and peasants, city and
countryside, mental and manual labor. The policy, therefore, will
help China make the transformation from a socialist system fo a
communist socicty in which these differences will be eliminated.

(From China Reconstructs August 1973)



FLOOD CONTROL AND
WATER CONSERVATION

Man’s Will, Not Heaven, Decides

China Reconstructs interviewed a spokesman for the
Ministry of Water Conservation and Electric Power on progress
in China’s water control work, Below are his answers to our
questions,

What was the situation in water conservalion worlk when the Peo-
ple’s Government took it over after the liberation in 19497

It was an awful mess.  Under the reactionary rule of past feudal
dvnasties and the Chiang Kai-shek government, China's watercourses
had not been dredged or renovated; many dykes had long been in
disrepair; [oods were frequent and there was no prolection against
drought; crosion and alkalinization of the country’s soil were very
serious.

Historical records show that during the two thousand years up
to liberation, the Yellow River valley suffered over 1,500 floods and
1.070 droughts. In the 580 ycars before 1949 the Haiho River valley
had 387 Iloods and 407 droughts. The Huai River valley and the
land along the middle Yangtze had also {rcquently suffered from
flood and drought. Fach big flood or drought always led to great
loss of life, sometimes bringing death to hundreds of thousands o
even millions and causing tens of millions to lose their homes and
face famine.

For morve than 20 yvears the reactionary Chiang Kai-shek govern-
ment boasted time and again of alleged plans for conducting away
the overflow of the Huai River, developing the Yangtze and control-
ling the Yungting River, a main tributary of the Haiho River in
north China. On the pretext of carrying out these schemes, great
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quantities of government bonds were issued to extort money from
the people, The money went inte the pockets of high-ranking offi-
cials and the plans for water control construction remained nothing
but emply talk.

No important project was cver built.  On the contrary, to pre-
serve itself, the reactionary government cven damaged existing water
conservation facilities. In 1938 during the war against Japancse ag-
gression, instead of going out to fight the Japancse forces, the Chiang
Kai-shek troops blew up the dyke along the Yellow River at Hua-
yuankou ncar the eity ol Chengchow in Honan province to cover
their reireat.  This resulted in flooding 54,000 square kilometers of
land in three provinces, bringing disaster to 12,500,000 people, 890,000
of whom died in the food.

Early aflter liberalion we were laced with huge problemis when
we began dealing with water conservation work. They had to be
tackled one by one according to thoiv importance and urgencey,

Will you describe the main steps the People’s Government has takea
in water conservation?

In the years 1949-1952, while China's economy was being rc-
habilitated, many dykes broke or gave way and many regions were
struck by scrious floods. We made the siruggle against flood the
key point of our work. In less than two yvears 4,690,000 pecasant la-
borers and 320,000 men from the People’s Liberation Army were
mobilized for shock work on building or strengthening dykes,

Also in this period we began our study of the problems of China's
main rivers, and through practical experience on the worksites, be-
gan to train a corps ol cadres for further water conservation work.
A lew large projecls were begun, and some of them completed.
Among ithem were the Ching River flood diversion project on the
middle Yangtze, which can divert and store 5,500 million cubic meters
of water, the Paisha Roeservoir, the Futzeling Reservoir and the Nan-
wan Reservoir in the Huai River valley and the Kuanting Rescrvoir
in the Haiho River valley,

China's First Five-Year Plan for building socialism begun in
1953 pointed out the direction for waler conservation work: both
permanent and temporary conirol mcasures combining control of
floods and waterlogging with relict from drought. This plan pro-
vided specifically for centinuing projects lor permancent control of
the Huai and strengthening the dykes along the Yanglze, During
this period a comprchensive plan was worked out for bringing the
Yellow River under contirol and pulting it to use. Research was
begun in preparation for work on the Haiho River system.
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The colloctivization of agriculture — the agricultural producers’
cooperatives set up throughcut the country ?n this Ipm-iod—led lo.
5 mass movement for construction of irrigation pt‘pj(:cts. - By 18958,
the first year of the Second Five-Yeav Plan, the agnculturgl cooperas
tives had developed into peoplc’s communcs, bigger collectives wn'h a
more solid base for providing manpower and materials. The establish-
ment of the people's communes spurred the dovelopment of water
conservation for farming and enabled projects to be undertaken on
a larger scale and in a better organized way.

Collective agriculture has opened up tremendous potentialitics
for waler conservalion work, and the Chinese Communist Party and
People's Government are making full use of them. Chairman }\:’I;:w
has laid down a whole set of policies for “walking on two legs” in
ceconomic construetion, one of which is 1o depend not only on_t}m
central government bul to bring oul the initiative of the local?t,l_es;
too. The National Program for Agricultural Devel‘opnmr}t provided
full scope for the latter, as well as for the initiatwg ol the broad
masses of the peasants, by defining construction of medlum and small-
size irrigation works as the main task, bul staling that necessary
and feasible large-size backbone projects shoulc_l also be built. It
urged that as many as possible of the small projects be con.«.st.ructed
by the localitics and agricultural cooperatives (latcr peophfs com-
munes) i a planned way. By linking these wnh_ projects of large
and medium size built by the state, alter several five-year plans we
hope to basically eliminate the possibility of ordinary floods and the
consequchces of ordinary droughts.

Through following the above principle in the second and third
five~-yecar plans and the present Fourth Five-Year Plan we have
been able to make water conservation work not onlyl the task of the
ceniral government and localities, but the und(rrt_:akmg of both the
cities and rural arcas, of the several hundred millions of peasa.nt_s as
well as the workers and technicians, and to fully bring out 1he‘ initia~
live of all. In short, since liberation we have always carried out
the mass line and the principle of sclf-reliance as Cha.irman Mao
advocates. Our experience has shown that in a develeping country
like China, the mass line is the key to achieving the greatest resulls
in eonstruction in the shortest time. 1l say more on this later.

What are the main achievements in water conservalion since libera-
tion?

First I want {o say something about the work of contro!ling
China’s four major rivers — the Yanglze River, tl’}e Yellow Blver,
the ITuai River and the Haiho River. Let's start Wlth {he Huai, the
first river for which Chairman Mao issued a directive.
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Huai River: This river originates in Honan province in central
China and passes through [our provinces, Honan, Anhwei, Shantung
and Kiangsu. The river valley, with a population of 100 million and
13,400,000 hectares of farmland, covers 260,000 square kilometers.
The peasants in this arca describe the situation before liberation
with the saying, “A big rain meant a big disaster, a small rain meant
a small disaster, and no rain mcant drought.”

Since liberation the people of the four provinces, working to-
gether, have built 30 large reservoirs and 2,000 medium and small-
sized ones in the mountains and hilly areas along the upper and
middle reaches. To create outlets for the floodwaters on the plains
along the middle and lower reaches, they have dug 13 big watcer-
couwrses connecting with the Yangtze and the sea. Making usc ol
lakes and low-lying land, they have complelted a number of flood
storage and flood detention projects. They have alse built the giant
Pi-Shih-Hang project involving those three rivers, which can iirigate
over 933,000 hectares of [armland, the Chiangtu irrigalion and drain-
age station and scveral other huge projeets. Today the ability to
prevent flood, drain areas prone to walcrlogging and withstand
drought has been greatly strengthened. The {lood-draining capacity
has increased from the original 8,000 cubic meters per second to 21,000
cubic metlers per second. Five limes as much land is irrigated as
in 1949.

Yellow River: Now lel's take the Yellow River. The harm it
used to do is known throughout the world, I don’t even have to de-
scribe it.  Originating in Chinghai province, the Yellow River, 4,800
kilometers long, flows through seven provinces and {wo autonomous
regions before it empties into the sea on the coast of Shantung prov-
ince. The Yellow River valley covers 745,000 square kilometers.
Severe erosion of soil in the loess highlands on the upper and middle
reaches used to result in the deposit of over 1,000 million tens of
sill a vear in the lower reaches. This continually raised the river-
bed; on this section of the Yellow River the riverbed was actually
higher than the surrounding land. The river frequently breached the
dykes hoelding it in.

Since liberation all of the 1,800 kilometers of dykes along the
lower reaches of the Yellow River have been reinforced and height-
cned, There has been ne breach during the high water scason in
more than twoenty years. Many large and small projecis for irriga-
tion and sedimentalion arc utilizing the water and silt of the river,
once the bane of the people, to wash alkali out of the soil and create
ficlds. The people of the loess highlands on the river's upper and
middle reaches are now undertaking a sweeping mass movement for
water and soil conservation,
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In the past no reservoir existed along the river’s main w.aterway*
or its tributaries. Now there are a number of large key projects for
flood storage, irrigation and electric power along th(_e main artery
and some 1,000 large, medium and small-gize reservoirs and power
stations on the tributarics. These projeets have brought more tlh.em
3,200,000 hectares of farmland under irrigation and supply the citics
and rural areas with great quantities of electricity.

Ilaiho River: The Haiho River is the largest water system In
north China. It was also known as a harmful river. The river itself
is only 70 kilometers long, but beeause of its several hundred iri'bu~
taries the entire river system covers 265,000 square kilomelers.  The
greater part is in Hopel province,

In this area hecavy rain is concentrated in summer and ffluiumn.
During these seasons all the floodwaters from the tribularies rush
down into the short and narrow Haiho sccking a way out to the sea.
The river could not take them, and the waters would burst out over
the plain, Yet, in the spring when there is little rain in Hopel
province, the Haiho valley used to suffer fvom serious droughts.

The work of curbing the ITaitho River on a large scale did not
begin until 1963,  In the past decade 29 main watercourses have been
dug or diedged, and several new mouths [or floodwaters to empty
into the sca have been opened.  The capacity for carrying floodwater
into the sea has been increased by over five times and that for drain-
ing waterlogged areas by more than seven times. In the mguntain
arcas on its upper reaches 85 large and medium-size reservoirs and
1,500 small ones (including those completed between 1850 and 1963)
were built.

Thus, the Haiho River valley is now basically frec from the
menace of floods and waterlogging, This utilization of ground surface
waler plus mechanically pumped wells using underground water has
enabled Hopei to increase its irrigated area to more than four times
that before liberation. This province, which historically was always
short of food grains, has now become sclf-sufficient.

Yangtze: The Yangtze, 5,800 kilometers leng, is China's biggest
river, It originates in Chinghai province and, flowing through eight
provinces and an autonomous region in northwest, southwest, central-
south and cast China, emptics into the Fast China Sea at Wusungkou
outside Shanghai. It drains a basin of 1,800,000 squarc kilometers.
The greater part of the basin has a warm climate, rich water resources
and lertile land. But the middle section of the Yangtze, known as
the Ching River, used to cause serious floods. This was because the
swift current [rom the upper rcaches slows down as it enters the
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narrow winding course across the plain and deposits its silt.  This
has raised the water level a dozen melers above the surrounding land
so that the waler was a serious menace 1o the Chianghan Plain,

The completion of the Ching River flood diversion area in 1852
and the strengthening of the dykes along the Ching brought the flood
waters endangering the Chianghan Plain basically under control. In
the two decades sinee, all the dykes in the Yangtze valley have been
reinforced, lakes and waterways brought under control and naviga-
tion channels diredged and deepened.  Completed water conservation
projects include meve than 500 reservoirs of all sizes and tens of
thousands of small projects for irvigation and the prevention of flood
and waterlogging.  Construction of water conscrvalion projects in
some areas plagued by snail fever (schistosomiasis) was linked with
the destruction of the shails, The irrigaled area in the middle and
lower rveaches has expanded from 4 million hectares soon after libera-
tion to 10 million hectares today,

In the course of control work on the big rivers, agricultural col-
leetivization enabled hundreds of thousands of small waler conserva-
tion projects to be built, Tn this task, self-vcliance, relying on the
masses and taking the construction of small projects as the main task
were the puinciples followed. In 1971 commune members of the
Yangtze valley completed 5,000 million cubic meters of stone and
carth work to make 2 million hectares of farmland secure against
drought and walcriogging.

The projects undertaken by people’s communes are planned ac-
cording to local conditions and serve many purposes.  In mountainous
aveas and on the loess plalcan these include planiing trees on the
hills, growing fodder grass and terracing slopes,  Silting is cut down
and [iclds are ercated by erceting dams across ravines and letting
the silt accumulate behind them,  The people also build small reser-
voirs and ponds for storing water and dig dilches to bring water from
olher sources.  These multi-purpose projects, in addilion to conscrv-
ing water and soil, aid the development of farming, forestry, livestock
breeding, sideline production and fishery.

In the plains, river control work is accompaniced by the building
of hrigation and drainage systems. Where the soil is heavily saline
or alkaline, ways are found to run water through the liclds 1o grad-
ually wash out the alkali. Platform and strip (ields are used. Where
long dry spells often oceur, work centers around digging wells and
mstalling pumps to make use of underground water.

Today there are 1,700 rescrvoirs of large and medium size located
in China’s mountainous and hilly areas, and small ones by the tens of
thousands. In the major river basins there are 130,000 kilometers of
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dykes, newly-built or strengthened. and close to 100 big canals for
draining away floodwater. Throughout the country equipment with’
a total of 20 million horsepower is in use in clectrie irrigation and
drainage slations. Wells with pumps have exceeded 200,000 in num-
ber,  Aboul half of the land in saline and alkaline arcas has been
improved.

All this work has increased our ability to overcome [loods, water-
logging and drought, and conscquently expanded our agricultural pro-
duction.

What are the main factors coniributing to these achievements?

The most important factor is the nature of China’s political power
and social system.  Under the leadership of the Chinese Communist
Party and Chairman Mao, our political power represents the intorests
of the working people. The People’s Government regards wator con-
servation as important for developing the economy, raising industrial
and agricultural production and improving the life of the people.

Since libeoration Chairman Mao has made several inspection tours
on the Yangize, the Yellow and other major rivers and personally
indicated the tasks for water control. When the Iuai River rose in
flood in 1950 Chairman Mao gave the instruction that “the Huai River
must be harnessed”. Later he issued the directives: “Strive for the
successful completion of the Ching River flood diversion project in
the interests of the people”, “Work on the Yellow River must be done
well” and “The Haiho River must be brought under permanent con-
trol.” These have inspived the people to surmount cvery difficulty in
their fight to conquer nalure.

Special organizalions have been set up to draw up plans and
lead the work for control of the Yangtze, Yellow, Huai and Ilaiho
rivers, The government appropriates a large amount of money for
watcr conservation every year.  Alveady 8,000 million yuan has been
spent on the Yellow and Huai rivers,

China is a socialist country and the siate conirols the economy.
The land in the countryside is owned collectively by people’s com-
munes, This makes it possible to plan and make arrangements in a
unified way. The Huai River project, for example, gives unilicd
leadership to work in all four provinces that the river passes through.
It coordinates the soclalist cooperative efforts of the provineces, coun-
ties and communes in supplying manpower and materials.

Under a unified plan for developing the socialist cconomy, rolled
sleel, cernent, machinety and equipmoent for water conservation werk
can be produced according to plan.  Although China’s industrial foun-
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dation is still not highly developed, it provides water conscrvation
with greal quantities of rolled stecl, cement, electric motors and
transmission lines,

The mass line advocated by Chairman Mao has played a decisive
role in waler conservation achievements. A fundamental line for
the work of the Chinese Communist Party, it brings the prople’s
initiative and spiril of self-reliance and hard work into fult play for
building socialisim.

The control of the Halho River is a good example of the mass
line 1n action,  Two-thirds of Topei province lies in the Haiho River
basin. Kwvery winter and spring for the past nine years 300.000 (o
400,000 people in this province have come oul to work on various
projects.  Communce members make up the main force: others in-
clude workers, cadres and technicians.  Several million others have
worked on rescrvoirs, canals, pump wells and the improvement of
saline and alkaline soil.

China’s industry is not yet able to supply all the machinery
needed for this countrywide effort to control the rivers. In the work
going on at the Hatho, physical labor — digging with spades and trans-
porting carth with hand carts — is still the main method of work.
Then, too, a major part of the work is done in winter and carly spring
when the ground is frozen so hard that it has lo be eracked with
sledge hammers. Blizzards, tidal waves and earthquakes have more
than once held up or set back the progress of work.  Yet, the people’s
dedication to building socialism has moved them to gi\;e their best.
The carlhwork involved in dredging waterways, building dykes and
other channels, came to 1,900 million cubic meters, equivalent to
digging five Suez canals. In addition, commune members, with the
help of workers and technicians, have pul up 30,000 supplementary
struclures — bridges, waterlocks, dams and culverts.

Scenes like those on the Hatho worksite can be found all over
the cm:mu_*y during the winter and spring. We estimate that several
lens of mullions of people take patl every year,

What 'kind of difficultics has China had 1o overcome in water con-
servation? What major problems lie zhead?

Like everything else, the achievements of water conservation did
1}0t come easily., First of all there is the struggle over what line 1o
lollow in water conservation. This is inseparable from the strugple
over the ideological and political line during the entire period of
building socialism. At the same time that the masses of the people
were following Chairman Mao in building socialisni, a small numbor
of clags enemics who had wormed their way into the Party and usurped
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a portion of the power {ried to destroy our socialist achievements.

In cconomic construction they were against Chairman Mao™s line of-

relying on the masses and his policies of self-reliance ar}d “wa}l‘(ing
on two legs’. They did not want to build small projects, They
looked down on the initiative and creativily ol the masses of the
people, They were for cach lacality underiaking 1ts water eonserva-
tion projects individually and opposed unifi.cd etfprL and socialist
cooperation.  As a result of their influence, for a fime some of our
water projects went off on the wrong track. But thetr cm:mter—
revolutionary nature was exposed during the cultural revolution.

The batfle lo make China permancntly free from [flood and
drought and put her water resources to full use is a long, hz}rd strug-
gle. Duc to lack of experience, there have been some rmstakc‘\s in
our work. China is very big and her terrain is complicated. There
is a great dillerence in waler resources in the north and in the south.
Water work does not proceed at the same rate all over. We must set
our targetls higher. And, there are many specific problems to be
colved, One is to make use of underground water in the north, prob-
ably the permancnt solution to the problem of insulficient walcr
rosources above ground. Another is the conservalion of water and
soil on the upper and middle reaches of the Yellow River in ovder to
end silting.  As for putting our abundant water resources to use, we
have onty just begun,

We have a long way to go in our fight to conquer nature and turn
water from a menace into a benefit for the people. But whal we
have done in the past 23 years has shown us the power of the socialist
collective, For a leng time the Chinese people were dominated b}:
the feudal and idealist idea that man can only abide by the will of
heavent,  This, no more. Teday our mollo is “Man's will, not heaven,
decides”, our ambition is to make socialism a full reality in China.

(From China Reconstructs January 1973}
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ABOUT NATIONAL MINORITIES

What is the position of national minorities in China?

China is a single state of many nationalities. In addition to the
Han people, who are the great majority, there are 54 minority na-
tionalities. In the 1957 census their population was 38 million, about
6 percent of the total population. Ten of these nalionalities had a
population of a million or more. The other 44 range in size from
several hundred to several hundred thousand.

While ithe number of the minority peoples is proportionalely
small, the arcas inhabited mainly by them cover 50 to G0 percent
of the whole country. Different nationalities often live together in
the same place; in the majority of the counties in the country there
arc atl least two or more naticnalitics, The greater portion of the
minority peoples live in large or small compacl communities of pri-
marily their own prople.

China's various nalionalities have coexisled on her vast territory
since ancient limes, and together they created her history and cul-
ture. Over a long period in Chinese history, however, oppression of
other nationalitics was a part of the system of rule. The dillerent
nationalitics within the country ncver had equal status. The Han
rulers oppressed the people of other nationalities; when they held
power over the country. rulers of nationalitics which were a minority,
such as lhe Mongols (Yuan dynasty, 1271-1368) and the Manchus
{Ching dynasiy, 1644-1911), oppressed the Hans. And, of course, the
ruling class, whether of Han or other nationality, always oppressed
and exploited the working people of their own nationalities too. As
Chairman Mao said, “In the final analysis, national struggle i1s a matter
of class struggle.”

Foreign imperialism invading China in the last hundred vears
worked in collusion with the rveactionary ruling classcs to oppress
and ¢xploit the people of all nationalities. This bound the ordinary
people of the various nationalities together in a common strugle against
imperialism and feudalism.  After more than 20 years ol armed strug-
gle under the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party and Chair-
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man Mao, the people overthrew the reactionary rule of imperialism,
feudalism and burcaucrat-capitalism and founded the Pcople’s Res
puhblic of China.

The people’s government has brought national oppression to an
end and established equality and unity among the various national-
itics. China has entered a new era in which the different nalional-
ities help cach other and advance together. All pecples have equal
rights in deciding and administering slate affairs and in working
together to build their secialist country.

What kind of social and economic condilions exist among the
minority nationalities?

Liberation found the minority nationalitics at many stages of
social development.  Over 30 of them were basically under a feudal
landlord economy. These included the Hui, Chuang, Uighur, Man-
chu, Korean, Tung, Yao, Pai and Tuchia nationalities and the major-
ity of the people ol the Mongolian nationalily. Among some of these,
elements of capitalist economy were found 1o oxist,

The serf system prevailed among the Tais in the Hsishuangpanna
region i_l‘_}\ Yunnan province and the Tibetans; the Yi people of Sze-
chuan were still in the stage of slave society. Remnants ol primi-
{ive communism cxisted in varying degrees among the Lisu, Wa,
Chingpo, Tulung, Nu and Pulang nationalities in Yunnan province
and the Olunchuns and Owenks in the northeast.

Economically the minority areas were generally more underdevel-
oped than the Han arcas. In some of these cultivation was donc by
sctting fire to a patch of serub and sowing the seed in holes dug with
a stick or a erude iron hoe. Production was extremely low.

After the founding of the new China, the Communist Party and
the government put in a lot of effort giving leadership and assistance
to the minority peoples in carrying out democratic reforms — which
put an end to exploitation and oppression by feudal landlords or slave
or serf cwners — and socialist transformation. which accomplished
the change from individual to socialist {collective or state) ownership
of the means of production. Removal of the veatraints of feudalism,
slavery or primitive communism and establishment of the socialist
system greatly emancipated the forces ol production and opencd up
broad prospects for social and economic progress in the minority
areas.
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To accelerate economic and cultural development in the minority
areas, since liberation the government has done the following:

(1) In planning for ceonomic and cuitural construction il gives
special consideration to investments for minority arcas so that these
areas can make fasler-than-average progress and catch up with the
rest of the country.

(2) Kvery year it allocates necessary financial subsidies to the
minerity arcas,

(3) It sees thal the minority arcas get sufficient material sup-
plics such as industrial and agricultural products and machinery and
equipment.

(4) It sends large numbers of cadres, technical personnel, young
pecple and veteran workers to the minority areas to aid in local
construction.,

(5) It enables minority people in the fronticr regions or where
transport is difficult to buy what they need at reasonable prices and
sell their local and special products at fair prices through state frad-
ing teams which lour these arcas,

With these forms of assistance modern industries — steel, coal,
machinery, power, chemical, texlile, transport and communications
— were developed for the first time in many of the minority arcas.

Free treatment by mobile medical teams dispatched by the gov-
ernment helps overcome the lack of health and medical care that once
exisled in the minority areas.

How is political cquality guaranteed for the national minorities?

Fquality among the nationalitics is the basic principle for the
unity of our state, for unity among the nationalities and for solving
all matters centering around the nalional question. The Constitu-
tion of the People's Republic of China states that all Chincese citizens
regardless of nationality or race enjoy cqual rights. It prohibits
discriminatory and oppressive acts against any nationality,  Whilg
regarding both great-nation chauvinism and local nationalism as harm-
ful to the unity of our statc and unity among the nationalities, the
Party and government give special allention to educating cadies and
people of the Han nationality to overcome Ilan chauvinism.

To guarantee equal rights to the minority nationalitics the lollow-
ing measures have been taken:
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(1) More than 50 pceoples have been identificd and recognized
as separate nationalitics, This was done on the basis of extensive
investigation and study in accordance with the wishes of the people
of these natlonalities. Through the ages scores of nminerity peoples
wore never legally recognized as such by the reactionary rulers. The
anti-people cligue of the Kuomintang that ruled China for 22 vears
belore liberation denied that other nationalities existed in China, and
referred 1o all peoples excepting the Han nationality as “tribes".

Many people of minority nationalities, on their part, did not want
to be known as such, hoping to avoid diserimination and oppression.
The Chuangs, who are China’s biggest minority, were recoghized as
a sepatrate nationality only after liberation.

In 1851 the Ceniral People's Government issued a direclive pro-
hibiting all forms of address and abolishing all place names and
tablet inscriptions “ofl a naturc discriminatory and insulling to the
minority nationalities”,

(2) Work has been done to guarantee that all minority nation-
alitics, regardless of the number of the people, the size of the area
they inhabit or the stage of socvial development they were in before
democratic reform, have the right {o participate in the administration
of state affairs. There have always been deputies to the National
People’'s Congress who are members of minorily nationalities.

(3) Efforts are made 1o sce that cadres from the minorvity na-
lionalities arc employed by Parly organizations and government of-
fices at every level in the minority arcas. The number of minority
cadres has increased rapidly since liberation. In the Kwangsi Chuang
Autonomous Region in 1970 there were 78,000 cadres from the minor-
ity nationalitics as against 900 in the carly days after liberation, Many
minority cadres hold important positions al every level in local Party
and government organizations. Three of the seven sceretaries of the
Communist Party committee of the Tibet Autonomous Region arve
Tibetans, A number of Party members from the minorvity national-
ities have been elected as members or alternate members of the Cen-
tral Committee of the Chinese Communist Party. Yi people hold
51 percent of the leading positions in the Parly committee of the
Liangshan Yi Auilonomous Chou® and the nine counly committees
under it. They hold over 80 percent of such positions in Party or-
ganizalions at the district, township and comnmune level.

* Autonomous chou i3 an administrative arca below the provipee,
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l\:hat is national regional autonomy? Why was this way chosen for
“hina?

National regional autonomy is a basic policy of the Chincse Com-
munist Patty for solving the nationalities question within the coun-
iry. It was formulated by the Party through applying basic Marxist-
Leninist principles on the national question a'c'cording te historical
conditions and 1he present situation in China, Any nationality, as
long as it has a compact community large enough to form an ad-
ministrative unit (autonomous region, chou or county), can establish
an autono_mous area with its own organs of sell-government which
can exercise aulonomy in administering internal affairs.

_ The purpose of national regional autonomy is {o guarantee polit-
wal equality for the national minorities and to give special considera-
tion to the chavacteristics of the minority arcas so that the policies
and principles of the Party and government can be implemented more
effectively. It also aims to give full scope to the minority peoples’
initiative in participation in statle life and the building of socialism,
and to accelerate socialist revolution and construction in the minority
arcas. It is a necessary measure for promoting solidarity among the
nationalities, consolidating the unity of the couniry and strenglhen-
Ing the dictatorship of the proletariat.

The Constitution and national laws provide that there should be
regional autonomy in arcas where minority peoples live in compaet
groups and thal such autonomous units are inseparable parts of the
People’s Republic of China.  As local governments, these arc part of
the apparatus carrying out the dictatorship of the proletariat, On
the other hand, under the unified leadership ol the Central People’s
Government, in addition to exercising the usual powers and func-
tions of local organs of state, such organs of sclf-government at all
levels have the right to administer local finances within the limits
of the authority preseribed by law. They may, in accordance with
the political, economic and cultural characteristics of 1he nationali-
ties in their locality, make regulations on the exovcise of autonomy
as well as specific regulations. Examples are apportionment of elee-
toral representation based on special local conditions, regulations for
organizing organs of self-government and for tax collection. Such
regulations become valid when approved by the Standing Committee
of the National Pcople's Congress.

In performing their functions, organs of seli-government of
autonomous areas cmploy the spoken and written language or lan-
guages commonly used by the nationality or naticnalities in the
locality,
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In actual practice the policy of national regional autonomy has.

proved ilself suited to the historical conditions of China and the
wishes of the national minorities. There are al present 5 autonomous
regions (province level) — the Inner Mongolia Aulonomous Region,
the Sinkiang Uighur Autenonmous Region, the Kwangsi Chuang
Autonomous Region, the Ningsia Hui Aulonomwous Region and the
Tibet Autonomous Region — 29 autonemous chow and 69 autonomous
counties.

What is done to sec that the languages, customs, habits and religious
beliefs of the minority natienalitics are respected?

That these must be respeeted is wrillen into the Constitution.
All acts running counter to them are viclations of law.

Under the discrimination and oppression of the reactionary Han
ruling class before liberation, many minority nationalitics were not
able 1o develop writing for their languages. Some which had writing
were not allowed to use it. In some areas the existing written
language was not in general use. Those with no writlen language
had to keep records by making marks on wood or tying knots in
cords,

AfterHberation all nationalities have the freedom (o use their
own ]anguagEs, both in speech and writing. In areas where people
of a minority nationality live in a compaet community or where a
number of naticnalities live together, the people’s courls conduct
hearings in the language commonly used in the locality. Judgments,
notices and other documents are made public in that language. Citi-
zens of all nationalities have the right to make accusalions in their
own languagoes.

The governmoent publishes Marxist-Leninist classics, Chairman
Mao's writings and other books, as well as newspapers and magazines
in Mongolian, Tibetan, Uighur, Korean, Kazakh and other languages.
It also promotes films, thealor and music in the minority languages.
Both the central and local broadeasting slations carry programs in
minority languages.

In old China the rcactlionary IHan rulers in many arcas did not
allow lthe minority peoples to celebrate their national festivals., For
[ollowing their own customs or ways of life, such as wearing na-
tional dress, the minority peeples frequently suflfered insults and
discrimination. Today the customs of all nationalitics are respected,
and the people have the [recdom to wear their nalional dress. The
colorful national dress of the minority pcoples adds a bright spot
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to the dramatic and musical stage. As for undesirable cusloms, it
is for the different nationalitics to reform these of their own accord
as their people raise their level of polilical consciousness and scien-
tific and cultural knowledge,

People of all nationalities enjoy freedom to believe in any
religion, but also the freedom not {o believe, and freedom to carry
on propaganda for atheism. This is a {undamental right of the
Chinese people of all nationalitics,

What has the new China done to develop edueation for the national
minoritics?

Because of the policy of oppression and discrimination of the
reactionary ruling classes through the ages, educalion among the
national minorities was in a deplorable state. Most of the working
people could not go to school. There were very few schools, In
Tibet, for example, there was not one regular school even of the
primary level, All the serfs were illiterate. The feudal hold of the
monastery, a pillar of the serf system, kept the working people
ignorant and backward,

After liberation measures were taken to develop education for
the minorily peoples. Special sections or personncl in the education
departments in the central and local governments give attention to
this work. In minority arcas where the people live sparsely scat-
tered, classes and schools arc more numerous than they would be
if in proportion to the population. Limitations on age are extended
for the minority people. Some schools run special preparatory
classes for minority students to help them catch up with the others
and go on to higher studics,

To meet the need for teachers, in addition to sending ITan teach-
ers to assist in the development of minority education, special atien-
tion is given lo schools and classes for iraining teachers from the
Iminority nationalitics,

Nationalities institutes, located in Peking and other cities, have
been sel up for training minerity cadres. Universitics and collegies
have been ecstablished in the principal minority arcas, Sinkiang,
Inner Mongolia, Kwangsi, Yunnan, Kweichow, Chinghai, Ningsi_a
and the Yenpien Korean Aulonomous Chou in Kivin province. All
higher institutes make it a point to scck out students of minority
hationalilies.

Primary and middle schools have becn set up extensively in all
the minority areas so that the majority ol school-age children are

73



in school. Tibet, for example, has a nationalities instituie, a teach-
ers’ school, seven middle schools and 2,500 primary schools, In 1971
there were 30 times as many young people in school as in 1959, be-
fore the democratic reform.

China's Minority Nationalities

|

Mongoliocn  Yao Lahu Sala Penglung |

Hui Pai Shui Maonan Pacan !
L Tibetan Tuchia Tunghsiang  Kelao Yuku :
| Uighur Hani Nahsi Sibo Ching |
| Miao Kazokh Chingpo Achang Tartar i
‘ Yi Tai Khalkhas Pumi Tulung |
* Chuang Li Tu Tojik Olunchun

Puyi Lisu Tahur Nu Hoche

Korean Wa Mulao Uzbek Monba

Manchu Sheh Chiang Russion Loba

Tung Kooshan Pulang Owenk

{(From China Reconstruets December 10872)
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WOMEN IN CHINA

— Interview with Comrade Liu Kuei-ying, a woman weaver
and vice-chairman of the revolutionary committee of
Peking No. 2 Cotlon Textile Mill

Would you talk aboul women’s posilion in foday’s political and
social life?

Well, first of all, after the People’s Republic of China was found-
ed, it was specifically wrilten into the Constitution that women
“enjoy equal rights with men in all spheres of political, cconomic,
cultural, social and family life”. As the revolution and the building
ot socialism developed in China, this provision came more and more
into [ull effect.

The history of the older women in our mill shows this, Before
liberation, poverty fovced many of them to become child brides or
maidservants of the rich, When they came to work in the mill, they
were oppressed and exploited more than the men by the capitalists
and theit bosses. Their life was so utterly miserable that you
couldn’t say they had any political or social status at all. Not only
that, but most women were poisoned by the feudal and bourgoeois
thinking of the old society and did not know whal kind of siatus
or rights they should have. Only a very lew who had progrossive
ideas recognized this.

Today, with cqual rights in overy field, women arve handling
all kinds of work. They are in leading positions at all lovels, During
the proletavian cultural revelution, when we elected membors of
the revolutionary commiltee, the leadership kept insisting that there
should be a proper proportion of women., In our mill, one-third of
the leaders in the revolulionary committee and the various work-
shops are women. Owr women are also depulies to the National
People’s Congress, the highest organ of state power, and representa-
tives to the national congresses of the Chinese Communist Party.

Is equal pay for cqual work universal?

Yes. Women are paid the same as men for equal work. Buf in
order to luke vver some jobs traditionally done by men, we need
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first 10 master the skills. Thus the state pays a lot of altention lo
{raining women.

In the old socicty I could only keep from starving by picking
over cinders. There wasn't any way to study, Aftar liberation
came in 1949, T went to a primary school for a year and a haif. In
1954 1 entered the milt when it was still being built and was prompt-
ly sent lo a lextile mill in Tsingtao to learn.  Qver 3,000 people
went, most of them women, Then after we came back to Peking,
we joined the sparelime literacy class run by cur mill,

The Party paid much atteniion to the raising of our polilical
consciousness. In 1859 1 became a member of the Communist Party
and in 1968 I was clected to the mill's revolutionary committee.

Since a high political level raises ability, the leaders ol the rev-
olutionary committee and workshops have a fixed day each wceek to
study works by Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stulin and Chairman Mao.
This helps us use the scientilic principles of Marxism-Leninism to
analyze, discuss and discover ways to solve practical problems in
our work.

How does China protect the health and well-being of women?

In many ways. Women arc not assigned heavy work. DBe-
ginning from her seventih month of pregnancy, a woman worker may
work scver hours a day instead of cight. After the birth, she has
56 days of paid maternity leave —70 days for twins or difficult
birth. The mill has a nursery for babies and a kindergarten for
children up to seven years old.  Mothers get two half-hours ofl to
nurse their babies during each working day. If the baby is taken
care of at home not near the mill, the nursing time can be increased,

Great attention is paid lo the health ol women and their lamilics.
The mill has a 30-bed clinic and health stations in the workshops,
nursery, kindergarten and dormitovies. This is time saving and con-
venient for women workers, their children and other family mem-
bors. Medical charges for workers and cadres are free. Family
nmiembers pay at hall cost and the rest is provided by the slate. All
women workers have regular physical examinations. In addition,
those over 35 yeurs of age have a special medical check in order to
detect in time discases common to this age group.

What measures do you take for planned parenihood?

Most of us in the mill have two or three children. The com-
rades responsible for the well-being of women workers and the clinic
medical workers explain the benefits of planned parenthood to the
women and tell them how (o do it. Now thal women workers are
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independent  cconomically, they have equal rights in deciding
l'amilly alfairs — a thing that didn’t exist in the old society. Work-
ers in our mill pay attention to planned parenthood };E‘CQUSC it
ensures the health of moethers and children, gives mothers more time
for study and for educating their children better. The state also
hf?lps us women in other ways such as making the contraceptive
pill, abortions and planned-parenthoeod operations available.  This
is all free of charge and the women have the right of decision in
these matters,

(From China EReconstructs Muarch 1972)

Women’s Liberation
Through Struggle

IISU KUANG*

IWAS BORN in a poor family in Nankung, a small county 1own

in southern Hopei province, and in 1936 entered the normal
school there. I was very indignant al the socicty that allowed the
blogdsucking‘ landlords and olficials to ride l‘OUjE,‘hF;hOd over the poor
while the latter, after gruelling labor, still went hungry. A Lll'a(:h(_‘l,‘
pamed Chang often talked about why class oppression existed zmd
introduced me to some progressive books. The elder sister of a
cl_assmato, who I later came to know was an underground Commu:
_rust Party member, told us that the Communist Parly had been lead-
ing the poor to make revolution and that after a 25,000-f L.rm 1
March the Workers’ and Peasants’ Red Army led by Ch:airman Mai

had set up an anti-Japancse base i
g 5 ase in Yenan. 1 began 1 ¢
truths of revolution. . 0 learn the

It was the time of the Kuomintang white terror. Teacher Chang
soon lost }_1is job. Because I had led some of my fellow students to
opposc this decision by the school principal, I was cxpelled .and
taken to the county government office where I was interrogated and

L} L i
N8U KUANG is depuly licad of the revoluiionary commitiee of Peking's woestern

district. Working at oarganizi i
f : ganizing women since before the liberati he I bl
chairwoman of the women's federation in Tienlsin. CHaitrle loket: duics
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beaten. I had to leave town and finally gol a job as substitute
teacher in a primary school in a distant village.

In 1937 the Japanese imperialists invaded Peiping and pushed
soulhward along the railway line. Nankung was bombed, and the
Kuomintang officials lled in panic. Just as [ was searching for the
road to revolution the Eighth Route Army led by the Communist
Party marched into Nankung and set up the anli-Japanese local
government there.  The Party organization carried out education
among us young people first, Socon I joined the revolutionary ranks.
In 1938 the first Women's Association for National Salvation in south
Hopei came into being. I was elected head ol the propaganda depart-
ment, In that same vear I joined the Communist Party.

Smashing Feudal Shackles

The women’s association sought to mobilize and bring the
wonien in the villages into the movement to save the nation from
Japanecse aggression. We intellectuals had had little contact with
the peasants and when we first walked through the village in our
Chinese gowns or skirts the people would just stare at us and talk
behind our backs. When the villape head beat gongs to call ouf the
women to the mectings we were holding for them. only men and
old women came, bul no voung oncs. Later we found out that the
landlords and rich peasants had spread slanders among the masses,
saving, “They're a pack of wild women. Their words are nol for
young brides to hear.”

In old China not only did the working women sulfer the same
oppression and exploitation by the landlords and officials as the
men, but in addition they were fetlered by the feudal concept that
women were inferior to men. Marriage was arranged arbitrarily by
the parents. The men ruled over the women, In southern Hopel it
was very comunon for women {o be kept [rom working in the ficlds
out of the fear that they would be seen by strange men. The
daughter-in-law or wife had to ask her mother-in-law or husband
for cvery cent. Young women had no position at all in the family.

When the women's association was faczed with the job of mobiliz-
ing the women for anti-Japanese wotk, two opposing views arose
among ils members. One view supported the demands of some
yvoung wonien that ivrannical husbands and mothers-in-law be taken
to meetings and publicly criticized. This, they fell, would strengthen
the womoen’s determination and give vent o their anger,  Othors
pointed out that at present Japancse imperialism was the enemy of
the whole Chinese prople, and that this method would undermine
the unity of the people against the invaders and sharpen contradic-
tions in the family, Through discussion we finally agreed that victory
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in the war could be won only by uniting all those thal could be
uniled. Without national liberation, women’s liberation would have
no meaning.  We went from house to house visiting and making
friends with the women. They came Lo understand us and learned
lo reason patiently  with  their stubborn mothers-in-law  and
husbands.

This proved a good way. Tho change in the family of Sister
Wang Erh in Ilsiaowang village, Chulu eounty, is an cxatmnple. She
was martied inlo the Wang family as a child-bride at the age of 12
lHer husband was a tenant farmer and 17 years older than she, She
had been ill-treated by the family, and whenever they got a poor
harvest, as payment for the rent she was sent to labor for the land-
lord_ like a beast of burden. With the backbreaking toil and unhappy
family relations, she ravely said anything all day lbng. Pcople called
her “the dumb daughter-in-law”. She was not allowed to come to
our mobilization meelings because her mother-in-law was afraid she
might get out of hand and negleet the houschold work, while her
husband feared she would be attracted 1o other t1ien,

When T went Lo visil her, her mother-in-law reccived me coolly
and wouldn't even allow the younger woman 1o show hersclf, Some
comrades contended that the only hope for Sistor Wang Erh’s eman-
cipation was for her to get a divorce, return 1o her mother's house
and join the women’s association there, [ refused to be discouraged
and went back again and again 1o visit and chat with the mother-in-
law. I tricd to help her see that women should contribute their share
to the resistance — that if the invaders took over our countly we
would become slaves, 1 described the sufferings of our fellow coun-
_ti.'yn'u'rn in the northeast, which had been occupied by the Japanese
lnvahdel's, and pointed out that if we wove o lose our country
familics would be broken up. I also told her about my own life. ’

When the mothor-in-law learned that T too came from a poor
family which had been persecuted by the Kuomintang, and that my
mother had dicd when I was 13, she became very sympathetie. As
we talked T would help her with whatever she wc:ns cioing, like cook-
Ing the meal or feeding the pig. And when she was spinning I wbuld
brepare the colton fmr her, She began saying, “These women have
heads on their shoulders. They are also downtrodden people and are
of one heart and mind with us.”

One evening the mother-in-law sent her son away for the night
and had me stay over with her daughter-in-law. Sistor Wang Erh
pou_red out her sulferings to me and said she wanted to gel a divoree.
I tried to help her see that her mother-in-law and husband were also
poor people. This formed a basis for improvement of rolations.

79



Actually the husband’s own thinking was already changing undpr
constant help ftom members of the Peasanls’ Association.®

In 1938 the enemy occupled the county seat of Nankung and
ofien carried oul mopping up campaigns in the surrounding villages.
The enemy's burning, killing and looting alse educated the local peo-
ple. Later the husband joined the Peasants' Associalion and the
wile and mother both joined the women’s association. We students
also changed in the course of doing mass work. We discarded our
city dress and pul on peasant clothes. We berame very close to the
local people and many of the elderly women “adopled” us as
“daughters™.

‘Dumb Daughtfer-in-Law’ to Chairwoman

After we got the women mobilized, we organized them to weave
cloth and make shoes which were sold to the Eighth Route Army at
cost. We also organized a self-defence unit of young women. They
took turns guarding the village, tearing down town walls or desiroy-
ing roads before the oncoming enemy, nursing the wounded, carry-
ing stretchers, acling as secret messengers, hiding stocks of grain
from the cnemy and helping the soldiers’ families, During the time
of the mop-ups we organized young womenr’s guerrilla units. To
confuse and frighten the encmy, we took pot shots at them and
threw hand grenades. Often we lit firecrackers in kerosene cans
when we didn’t have enough ammunition,

“Dumb daughter-in-law”, Sister Wang Frh, was particularly
aclive in supporting the frent. She was a fast weaver and the cloth
was very good. She could make twice as many shoes as the others.
She was elected head of the village women's assoctation. Her home
and land lay just at the end of the village. One day while she was
working in her garden and at the same time keeping a lockout, some-
one came along whom she suspected to be a spy.  As she engaged
him in conversation ghe reached for a siring hanging oulside her
house connected to a signal in her mother-in-law's room, and pulled.
This told the old lady to call the self-defence corps.  They caught
the man on the spot. Another time, Sister Wang Erh caught several
more spies using the same mcthod.  “‘Dumb daughter-in-law’ has
become a capable chairwoman,” sald the villagers.

Fighting shoulder-to-shoulder alongside the men, women made
a great coniribulion in the struggle to repel the Japanese aggressors,
This not only gave them encouragement but alse educated the men
and the people as a whole, In the course ol the stiruggle the feudal

* An anti-Japancse organization epen to all peasants excopl rich pessants. Landlords,
Lon, were not oligible,
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thinking and customs discriminating againsl women were broken
down,

Reality also educaled those of us doing womoen's work, We
came to understand more clearly that the women's movement was an
integral part of the revolutionary movement, We saw that if the
women’s movement had been divorced from vevelution as a whole,
and had fought solely for women's rights — thus becoming a strugsle
to wrest rights from men and making men the target of theinr strug-
gle — it would have split the revolulionary ranks. Endless conflicts
between the men and women, and between the young women and
the old women, would have resulted. This would have been harmful
to the struggle for national liberation and that for the liboration of
all oppressed classes; it would have turned socicly against the
women's struggle and put obstacles in its way.

The Same as Men

After cight years of war the Chinese people drove out the
Japancse invaders. Supported by the U.S. imperialists, the Kuomin-
tang reactionarics — who had always been apathetic about resisting
the Japancse aggressors bul very active in attacking the Communist-
led patriotic forces — yobbed the people of the fruits of their victory.
Using the areas and citics taken over from the surrendering Japa-
nese, the Kuomintang launched civil war on an unprecedented scale,
This was opposed by all patriotic people, In 1948, as the People’s
Liberation Army moved from victory to victory, I was working in
the liberated villages of seuthern Ilopei, organizing the pcople to
support the front and carry out the land reform, and on problems of
women’s welfare,

Steeled in the cight years of resistance against tihe Japanese
invaders, women in the liborated arcas were determined 1o carry the
revelution through to the very end. Everyvwhere women were
sending their husbands or sons off to the People's Liberation Army.

One of the mosl moving incidents is the story of Chao Ilsiu-o,
chaitwoman of the Chaochia village branch of the Democratic Fed-
eration of Women in Chihsien county (the name of the Women's
Association for National Salvation had changed to the Democratice
Federation of Women), There were only three in her family, 1wo of
whom were widows, Her father-in-law, a hired hand for a landlord,
had died under the tyrant's maltreatment before the war. Iler
husband was killed lighting the Japanese.  She had only one child,
a son.  The two widows were drawn together by their feelings of
class and national hatred. Both Chao Hsiu-o and her mother-in-
law joined the Chinese Communist Party, and she became sceretary
of the Parly branch. Her mother-in-law would often say 1o me:
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“At home, I'm head of the family, bul with matters of the revolu-
tion, it’s my daughier-in-law who leads me)”

Then one day Chao Hsiu-o was preparing to send her son off
to the PLA. Her mother-in-law could not bear the thought., He
was the only grandcehild, the last one to cavry on the l[amily name,
Hsiu-o sal down to talk with the grandmother and logether they
recalled their sufferings under the landlords’ oppression. She helped
the old woman see that the Kuomintang reactionaries backed up the
landlords because their power in the eountryside was based on the
landlord class. “If we don’t overthrow these reaclionaries,” she said,
“we'll have 1o suffor under them again.”  Finally the grandmother
consented to let hor grandson go.

Since most of the men were fighting at the [ronl, women be-
came the main lorce in agriculiural and sideline production.  They
also enthusiastically made supplies for the army. To meet the cloth-
ing needs of the field army they produced 800,000 bolls of hand-
woven cloth ahead of time, in a menth and a hall, The wamen also
nursed the wounded, filled up trenches and tore down the enemy's
barricades. In all these support-the-front activities the women dis-
plaved ability they had never shown before, It made even those
who had always maintained “women’s place is around the stove”
acknowledge thal women had become an indispensable force in every
period .of the revolutionary struggle.

S

Revolution and Women’s Righis

In 1947 the Communist Party Central Committee promulgated
the land reform program for the liberated areas. In this struggle to
thoroughly destroy the feudal system, lwe views arose concerning
women's emancipation,  As the siluation developed, some women's
problems such as the question of marriage, woman and child care,
woere in wrgent need of solution.  In Chaochia village a number of
women sald to me, “Let the Peasants’ Association work on the land
reform, the women’s federation should concentrate on women's
problems.”

Through discussion, we in the federalion came to the agreement
that while we must, of course, solve the particular problems of
women — otherwise we would be divoreing ourselves from the
masses and neglecting our duly — at the same time the most impor-
tant of our dutics was to carry out the main task of the revolution,
The feudal landlord class oppressed men and women alike, Without
overthrowing the landlords the working women could not really
stand up cither politically or economically. There would be no solu-
tion 1o their problems to speak of. The strengith of both men and
women must be concentrated on carrying out the land reform.
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In the land veform the women took the lead in many ways. For
example, at a slruggle meeting against the landlords in Chaochia
village, Chao Hsiu-o, supporting her mother-in-law at her side. was
the first to stand up and accuse the landlord of his eruel exploitation.
Her story of blood and tears roused the bitter memories of many
and strengthencd their determination to overthrow the landlord
class. Every poor peasant, man or woman, was allotted a plece of
Jand in the land reform. To emphasize the fact that women had
economic equality with men we gave each woman a land certilicate
in her own nanic or wrote her name alongside her husband's on one
certificate. Belore, women had always been relerred to by others as
“go-and-so’s wife” or “so-and-so’s mother”. Now for the first time
in their lives many women heard their own names spoken in public.

At the meeting to give out the land certificates Chao HHsiu-o
mounted the platform to talk about the now draft marriage law,
attacking the feudal maviage system with its polygamy, concubi-
nage, child-brides and arranged forced marriages. She called on the
people to create a new kind of family based on democracy and
harmony.

Aflter the land reform the federation started work on woman
and child care in a big way. In the villages, where once there was
the bitter saying, “Pregnant women are scen, but no baby’s laughter
is cver heard”, training classes [or midwives were slarted. Belore,
in the villages in this avea ne girl ever went to school. Now we
started night literacy classes and the sound of women reciting the
texts could often be heard.  Aftler being allotted land the women
organized themselves into mutual-atd teams for agricultural produc-
tion and co-ops for manufacturing homewoven cloth.  In this way
they started on the road of socialist collectivization.

These activities again proved that at every slage of the revolulion
women were an important foree.  Equality between men and
women, freedom of marrlage and other women's rights and the
solution of their special problems can only be achicved step by step
as the revolutionary struggle, with the women participating, achieves
victory and revolutionary slale power is cstablished.

The revolutionary struggle liberated women, and steeled and
trained many women activists. After liberation those in southern
Hopet became cadres of the various local governments, including
heads of countics, districls or courts of justice. As for myscil, T went
to Tientsin and laler Pcking to continue to organize and mobilize

women for socialist revolution and construction,

{From China Reconstructs MMarch 19573)
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PRIMARY EDUCATION

— Interview with the Revolutionary Committee of Wenhsing
Street School

Who attends your school?

Our school, like other primary schools in Peking, takes children
from the neighborhood, in our case, 20 siroets with 1;300 families. If
th:.zy move out of the area they transfer io another school. We take
childven at about the age of 7. This last term we had an cnrolment
of 1,040, about an equal number ol gitls and boys, in 23 classes.

~ After graduation at the ond of grade school they ave accepted
into the local junior middle school without an examination. Each year
tl‘_xo childl‘en have two vacations of about a month, generally begin-
ning in January and July,

Do the children have to pay tuition fecs?

Children in the cily’s primary scheols cach pay a fee of 2.50
yuan plus 0.40-0.80 yuan for books and statiencry cach term. This
is a relatively low fee, within the reach of all. Gone are the days
when a family could not send their children to school for lack of

Tunds. The major expenses of the schools are paid out of the national
budget.

What do the children study?

Every child takes Chinese, arithmetic, music, drawing and
physical training. Beginning in the third grade, evéry child in our
school studics English. Some other schools offer French, Spanish or
E)I,her languages.  In the fourth grade a course in political studies
ts added. The reading material for it is mainly selections from Chair-
man Mae's writings and storics of revolutionary struggles of the past
Thus rom quite cavly, the children aie expos;:d to I\L*'Iarxist—Lenini.sI:
thought and learn 1o appreciate the traditions of the revolution
Another course added in fourth grade, enlitled “general knowledge”‘
doalls mainly with natural science. The school dav begins.with,
selling-up exercises in the morning and has six 45-minute periods
four in the morning and twe in the afternoon. "
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From the third grade on, pupils at our school often go with their
teachers to visit faclorics and rural people’s communes, to work in
them and absorb the working class attitudes of the workers and
peasants. This is to help them relate their book learning te life and
to learn a corrcel view of labor. When there is a lesson on wheat,
for inslance, the pupils go to a commune, on papermaking, to a paper
mill. Ten workers, pcasants and members of the People’s Libevation
Army serve as permanent alter-school activities counsellors.

How many years does a child spend in primary school now?

Primary schooling used to last six years, but we have found that
it is not really necessary for it to be so long. If the repetition in
coursce material is cut out, the same amount of ground can be cever-
ed in five ycars. The plan is to change all primary schools in the
Pcking municipality over to the five-year system. The textbooks
we have heen using since 1970 arc geaved to the [ive-year course,
and we are changing to it step by step. The children will linish the
equivalent of six years’ study in five ycars and leave primary school
at 12,

How about grading?

The guide for our work and for cvaluating our pupils is Chair-
man Mao's directive on education: “Our educational policy must
enablc everyone who receives an educalion to develop morally, in-
tellectually and physically and become a worker with both socialist
consciousness and culture.”

At the end of each term every pupil lakes home a report card
which is an all-round record of his progress, including both his
scholastic achievement and character development. The latter is re-
ported in a commentary wrilten by the teacher and takes into con-
sideralion the child's attitude toward study and labor, adherence to
discipline, the way he unites and co-operates with other children, his
concern for ihe collective and his care of public property. In judg-
ing pupils in the upper grades, we also consider whether or not they
are consciously sludying for the revolution and have an interest in
national affairs.

Pupils receive a grade [or each course. These are bascd on a
combinalion of examination results, the record of homework and atti-
tude toward study, DPupils who fail in some subjects can get help
from teachers and clussmates during vacation. DBelore the new
schoal term begins theoy can iake a make-up exam. If a pupil fails
again in lwo major subjects (political study, Chinese cr arithmetic)
or one major and two minor subjects, the school reviews his situatoin
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to decide whether he should repeat the same grade. If the [ailure is
due to poor health or other unavoidable reasons, he usually remains
with his class and gets help from teachers and classmates in order to
calch up. If the pupil fails because he has not studied well, he will
be held back a yecar wilh his parents’ consent. Such cases are rare,
only seven in cur whole school this year.

Is there an organization for children?

Many pupils in our school, like olhers throughout the country,
belong to the Liltle Red Guards. Any child botween the ages of
seven and thirteen may apply to join. His home room Little Red
Guards group and their teacher discuss whether the applicant has
suitable moral, intellectual and physical qualifieations and his ad-
mission is approved by the school. The Liltle Red Guards wear a
red scarl - red, the color of revolution, symbolically, a corner of the
national flag.

About 700 of our school’s 1,040 pupils are Littlec Red Guards.
The units are divided by brigade (the school), teams (grades) and
small groups (home rooms), Leaders of each are democratieally elected,
The committee of brigade cadres gets direet guidance and help from
the Communist Youth League group in the schaol. The Little Red
Guards hold after-school activities to which applicants not yet ap-
proved e welcomed.  The Little Red Guards must sce to it that
they set a good example for others in whatever they do. They should
be honest, courageous, lively and promote unity among their
¢lassmates,

(F'rom China Reconstructs June 1073)
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MEDICAL CARE SYSTEM

What kind of health and medical care is available to the people of
China today?

Since liberation in 1949 much progress has been made in this
ficld, According 1o Chairman Mao's teaching, “Vigorous action
should he taken to prevent and cure endemic and other diseases
among the people and to expand the pcople’s medical and health
services”, soon after the establishment of the New China, smallpox,
plague and cholera were quickly brought under control. Areas in
which parasitic diseases such as snail fever (schistosomiasis), malaria,
hookworm and filariasis are found have been greatly reduced in
size. Step by step the numbcer of hospitals has been increased and
units for prevention of contagious diseases have been set up. The
naticnwide health and medical network now taking shape covers
both cily and countryside and stretches into the remote bordoer regions.

The aim of China’s health and medical work is 1o serve the broad
masscs of the working people. Chairman Mao has issued many
dircctives on this point. The one of June 26, 1965, “In medical and
health work, pul the stress on the rural areas”, cxpresses particularly
succinetly his line for this field, the basic spivit of which is whole-
hearted service to the people. Guided by this revolutionary line,
China’s health and medical work is oriented towards the workers,
peasants and soldiers. It puts prevention first, brings together the
efforts of doctors of both western and Chinese medicine and or-
ganizes the masses to carry on health work.

Before the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution Liu Shao-chi
promoted his reactionary line {o combat and sabotage Chairman
Mao's revolutionary line in this [icld. Liu and his clique. while pre-
tending to support Chairman Mao's line, behind his back actually
promotled a program concentrating most of the medical personnel
and supplies in the citics. Tt viewed rescarch as a matter of a few
specialists doing studics on rare and difficult-tao-cure discases. thus
benefiling only a small minority. Liu's linc, giving little allention
to the health problems ol the working people. was not oriented at
study and prevenlion of ordinary, frequently-occinring illnesses.  All
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kinds of excuses were found for not utilizing Chinese traditional

medicine. It was not Lius line for city medical personnel to go to.

the countryside. The result of all of this was that for a long time
there was a lack of doctors and medicines in the rural arveas. Chair-
man Mao had sharply criticized the way Liu and his clique had turn-
ed the Ministry of Public Health into “*a ministry of health for urban
overlords”,

In the course of the cullural revolution, the revisionist line
of Liu Shac-chi and Lin Plao was reprobated and medical
personnel and the masses gained a dceper understanding of Chair-
man Mao's revolutionary line, In the pasi two to three ycars 300,000
city medical workers and medical school graduates have gone to
live and work in the countryside. Since 1968 about 700,000 medical
personnel from the cities have made lours of the rural areas in
mobile medical teams. Between them they have trained over a
million “barefoot doctors”. These are commune members with some
basic training cnabling them to treat ordinary and frequently-
oceurring illnesses while they continue to do farm work. The name
originated in the scuth where commune members work barefooted in
the paddy fields.

Efforts 1o colleet and compound Chinese herbal medicines and
to combine the use of traditional and weslern medicine are develop-
ing into-a mass movement and bringing increasingly good results.
Notable aniong these has been the use of acupuncture to induce
anesthesia, surgery and curing without swrgery of acute gastiro-
intestinal conditions, and the treatment of pneumonia in children and
the after-cflcets ol polio through a combinalion of Chinese and
western medicine.

Docs China have free medical care?

In China today somc people receive free medical care, others
receive medical lreatment under a form ol cooperalive medical in-
surance. Those who are covered by neither pay very low prices for
their medical treatment. Because China’s medical and heallh work
exists to serve the welfave of the broad masses of the people it does
not operate for profit.

Who is entitled to free medical care?

People working in state-run units dircctly related to production,
like factories, mines, communication units and other places of work
covered by the National Labor Insurance Regulations are enlitled to
medical examinations, treatment, medicines, surgery and hospitaliza-
tion with the cost borne by their placcs of work, The paticnis pay
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only a tiny registration fee and the cost of meals while in the hospital,
Most of this treatment is given at clinics or hospitals run by such
places of work, or at hospitals of both Chincse and western medicine
with which they have contracts or other arrangements.

The children and wives or husbands or other dependents of such
workers, if they are not covered by some other medical system, pay
hall the cost of their medical treatment, the rest being paid oul of
the enterprise’s labor insurance fund. When a person covered under
the National Labor Insurance Regulations is ill and cannot work for
a long period he also receives sick-lcave pay. The amount dilfers
according to the number of years the person has worked and the
length of the sick leave, If the illness causes economic hardship for
the family, the enterprise supplements this payvment. No matter how
long his sick leave, the worker does not lese his job, The above
meoedical benefits continue after the worker retires. A worker who is
injured on the job receives full pay throughout the period of treat-
ment and recuperation. His medical expenses ave paid and also 80
percent of the cost of his food while hospitalized.

Workers and members of the staff of state farms are covered in
the same way as workers under labor insurance regulations.

Free medical care, including after retirement, is also extiended
to personnel in jobs not dircetly related to production such as those
in all levels of government offices and organizations, pcople’s organi-
zalions, cullural, scientific, athletic, medical, economic and commer-
cial units, primary and middle schools and colleges. Students in
college and disabled vetcrans of the revolutionary wars are also
entitled to free medical care, the latter also alter retirement. The
dependents of all the above pay the full fee for thir own medical
treatment.

What is cooperative medical eare?

Systems [or cooperative mediecal care have been set up in 70
pereent of the production brigades under the people’s communes.
In most cases members pay one or two yuan per person (in some
areas less} every year into the cooperative medical fund and the
brigade allocates an additional smm. This money goes 1o sct up and
maintain a health station or clinic for the brigade and covers the cost
of treatment and medicines needed by its members, Commune
members pay only a three to five fen registralion fec, and in some
places no fee at all. If a member of the brigade is relferred to the
commune hospital or county hospital or needs to go further, the
brigade cooperative medical fund pays the cost of treatment of his
illness.
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With a hospital in every county, smaller hospitals in maost of the

communcs and a health station in every brigade, health wnd medieal

care in the rural areas is much improved,

The Central People's Government aids this work in the country-
side.  In the past few years funds for moedical supplies, cquipmeoent
and other aid to county hospitals and communc hospitals accounted lov
the greater part of its cxpenditures for medical care. The niedical
teams (rom the ecitics which tour the countryside are also sent out
under the auspices of government health depariments at different
levels,

Is any special consideration given to the health of working women?

Yes. There are & number of spocial provisions for women who
work at places covered by the Labor Insurance Regulations and
other forms of free medical care. Womoen may relire five years car-
licr than men (at 55). From her seventh month of pregnancy &
woman is no longer assigned to night shifts and is transferred to a
lighter job, working seven hours a day instead of cight, while receiv-
ing her full wage. Expenses [or prenatal care and hospital delivery
are covered in the same way as other medical treatment. Maternity
leave is 30 days with full pay, and for twins or a difficult birth 70
days.  After she goes back to work, if the baby is caved lor in the
creche at her place of work she can have two half-hour periods off
during the day for nursing the baby, or slightly longer if the baby
is caved [or in her home. As long as the mother nurses her baby she
is not assigned 1o night shifts. In the rural areas, prenatal care and
delivery are covered by the cooperative medical plans,

What does medical care cost for those who pay for it themselves?

The dependents of people working in non-productive jobs such
as goverament offices and organizations, people’s vrganizations and
schools pay for their own medical treatment at quite low rates, In
Peking, for example, regisiration fee for each hospital visit is one
chiao.” There is no charge for ordinary laboratory tests (bloed, urine,
cle.}). Special tests cost a fow chico, a chest X-ray, three chiao,
Various kinds of physiotherapics cost from one 1o five chico a visit,
All hospital accommodations are more ov less alike, costing from
several chieo up to one yuan per day, depending on the hospital,
Birth delivery at a city hospital costs five vuan. An appendectomy
or hernia repair costs eight yuan. Ordinary major aperations do not
run above 10 or 153 yuan. More difficult operations such as chest

* One Chinese yvuan == 10 chdao, or 100 feu.
One Chinese yuan == £0.20,
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or brain surgery cost 30 yuan. Expenses (not including food) for
a child hospitalized with pneumonia for eight days run about 18
yuan.

There have been repeated cuts in the price of medicines as the
result of growth of the pharmaceutical mmdustry and the emphasis
on serving the people, There was an average 37 percent cut on a
large number of medicines in August 1969, bringing them io about
80 percent below what they were in 1950, right after liberation.
This cut brought the price of 200,000 units of penicillin from 23
fen down Lo 14 fen; of a gram of streptomycin from 44 fen to 24 fen;
of 0.25 gram of tetracyeline from 12 fen to 5 fen; of 0.25 gram of
terramyein rom 8 fen to 3.5 fen. Prices of medical instruments and
equipment, reagents, vacecines and blood plasma have also been
reduced.,

Every year tho state provides vaccinations and immunization
against such epidemic diseases as smallpox, measles, diphtheria,
whooping cough, typhoid fever, infantile paralysis and {uberculosis
free to all who nced them. Endemic diseases, such as snail fever
which occurs mainly in the south, ave treated without charge.

In an attempl to further relieve the burden of medical costs,
cooperalive medical cave plans are being tried out in some cily
neighborhoods among the family members of working people who
would otherwise be paying the [ull cost of their medical (reatment.

{From Ching Reconstrucls November 1072)
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