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CARRY OUT THE LAND INVESTIGATION MOVEMENT 

Announcement Mo. 27 of the Provisional Central Gove rnment of the Soviet 
Republic of China  

1 September 1933  

[Text]  In order to eliminate the remnant feudal fo rces, the Central Government 
promulgated the Land Investigation Directive and ca lled a mass meeting in June, 
appealing to the masses to rise up and firmly launc h the land investigation 
movement in all rural areas.  In the past several y ears, great achievements have 
been made.  Nevertheless, many areas have not launc hed the movement.  In some 
areas, people either protect the landlords and rich  peasants, encroach upon the 
middle peasants, fail to hold mass meetings or make  propaganda, confiscate 
without the approval of the masses, fail to distrib ute the confiscated articles 
to the masses, or fail to be firm in suppressing th e counterrevolution.  These 
are grave errors.  In order to eliminate the feudal  remnants promptly and enable 
the middle and poor peasants and the worker masses to receive all the benefits of 
the land revolution, the Central Government now mak es this announcement to the 
governments of all areas and the broad worker-peasa nt masses, asking all of them 
to rise up and support the order of the Central Gov ernment and, under the 
following methods, pursue a firm class struggle and  strive for the complete 
success of the land investigation movement.  

(1)  The governments and land investigation committ ees of all areas must closely 
tackle the leadership of the land investigation and  activate the labor unions, 
poor peasants' leagues and all mass organizations t o soundly prosecute the land 
investigation movement.  They must first make exten sive propaganda to the masses, 
so that everyone understands the significance of th e movement and personally 
takes part in the land and class investigations.  

(2)  Land investigation is not land division.  And class investigation is not an 
investigation of the middle peasants, poor peasants  and farm laborers. Therefore, 
it must not be carried out household by household, farm by farm, or by staking, 
but by activating all the revolutionary masses and concentrating on investigating 
the landlords and rich peasants.  
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(3) Because the poor peasants' league is the centra l force of the land in-
vestigation movement, it must be vigorously develop ed.  Any and every poor 
peasant may join the league without requirement of sponsorship. All rural 
workers should join it so that they will lead the l and investigation struggle.  
The middle peasants may attend the meetings of the poor peasants' league as 
observers.  

(4) The interests of the middle peasants absolutely  must not be encroached 
upon.  The middle peasants must not be mistaken for  rich peasants.  In regard to 
some well-to-do middle peasant elements, although t hey might have been guilty of 
some slight exploitation in the past, they must not  be regarded as rich 
peasants.  All the middle peasant masses must rally  around the poor peasants and 
together attack the landlords and rich peasants.  

(5)  The rich peasants rely on their own labor and exploitation for their 
livelihood.  Therefore, they can only be allocated inferior land, and they must 
not be regarded as middle peasants.  Nor must they be regarded as landlords.  
Confiscation of all their assets is wrong.  

(6)  The landlords perform either no, or only incid ental, labor.  They belong 
to the feudal exploiting class, and all their land and assets must be 
confiscated.  The able-bodied among them must be or ganized into a labor team, 
given training and made to take part in state or lo cal labor work.  

(7)  After confiscation, the assets of the landlord  class, except cash, must be 
promptly distributed to the impoverished masses of the particular village, 
Besides reserving the public enterprise field, the confiscated land must be 
promptly divided among the masses.  

(8)  In regard to the landlord and rich peasant ele ments and those guilty of 
corruption and decadence, negative slowdown, comman dism and coercion and 
sheltering the landlord and rich peasants who have infiltrated the soviet, the 
worker-peasant masses must, under the leadership of  the worker-peasant 
procurators' department, struggle against them, rec tifying those committing 
minor mistakes and purging those guilty of grave er rors, in order to con-
solidate the soviet political power.  

(9)  All those participating in counterrevolutionar y activities must receive 
severe suppression and those guilty of major crimes  must be executed by 
shooting.  The worker-peasant masses must successfu lly coordinate with the 
security bureau and judicial department of the sovi et and thoroughly eliminate 
the counterrevolution.  

(10)  The work of the land investigation movement s hould be concretely co-
ordinated with the expansion of the Red Army, reinf orcement of the Red Guard 
and Young Pioneers, sale of economic construction b onds, development of the 
cooperative, promotion of agriculture and industry,  development of import and 
export trade, total enforcement of the labor law, d evelopment of the Lenin 
school and literacy movement, repair of bridges and  roads and launching of the 
Soviet election movement.  All the broad worker-pea sant masses  
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must, under the leadership of the local soviet and with one mind and a 
unanimous effort, perform all necessary tasks, in o rder to smash promptly the 
fifth "encirclement and suppression" of the imperia list Kuomintang and strive 
for the victory of the revolution throughout the wh ole of China.  

Mao Tse-tung, Chairman of the Central 
Executive Committee of the Soviet 
Republic of China  

Hsiang Ying, Vice Chairman Chang Kuo-t'ao, Vice Cha irman 1 September 

1933  

0  "Announcement No. 27 of the Provisional Central G overnment of the Soviet 
Republic of China"  

6080  

CSO:  4005  
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THIS YEAR'S ELECTION  

Report at the Election Movement Meeting of the 18 S outhern Counties  

6 September 1933  

[Text]  Comrades, the election meeting of the 18 no rthern counties has been held.  
Today, we hold the election meeting of the 18 south ern counties. Comrades, we hold 
elections every year.  Is there any difference betw een the election this year and 
that of the last? Yes, there is a great difference.   The election this year will 
result in a more consolidated Soviet— the most impo rtant class weapon.  We will 
use this weapon to further improve the welfare of t he masses, smash the enemy's 
new "encirclement and suppression," resist the impe rialist policy of dividing up 
China like a melon and expand the soviet movement t hroughout the nation.  
Comrades, this is the significance of the election this year.  My report is to 
explain this significance.  I will discuss it in se veral sections.  

(1)  This year's election is at a time when we have  smashed the enemy's 
fourth "encirclement and suppression" and continue to strive for victory 
over its fifth "encirclement and suppression."  

From last year until the time of the victory of the  battle of Tung-huang-p'o, the 
fourth enemy "encirclement and suppression" was com pletely smashed.  We have 
expanded the Red Army, consolidated and developed t he Soviet areas and led and 
helped the nationwide great revolutionary struggles  against imperialism, the 
Kuomintang and the landlords and capitalists.  The victories of the revolution 
have been greater than any previous year.  What abo ut the counterrevolution?  They 
are weaker than ever before.  The counterrevolution , however, is still waging a 
desperate struggle, especially imperialism.  Confro nted by imminent world 
revolution and war, the imperialists are desperatel y invading China.  Japan has 
already established Manchukuo under its artillery a nd plans to form a nation of 
Mongolia.  England wants to set up a nation of Tibe t in west China.  France 
invades Yunnan and Kweichow.  America hopes to divi de up the Yangtze provinces.  
All these imperialists are directing their running dog, the ECuomintang, to turn 
China into a colony, and the imperialist Kuomintang  is carrying out its fifth 
large-scale "encirclement and suppression" against us.  Our current task is to 
smash the fifth "encirclement and suppression" with  a gigantic effort and resist 
the imperialist division of China.  
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Revolution and war of a larger scale are spread bef ore our eyes.  The Soviet under 
the leadership of the Communist Party is the organi ser and leader of the 
revolution and war.  The Soviet election this year is at the time of smashing the 
fifth "encirclement and suppression." We must elect  a powerful Soviet to organize 
and guide the war.  This is the momentous significa nce of this year's election.  
This is also the year when the Second All-Soviet Co ngress will be convened, and a 
new Central Government, the organizer and leader of  the revolution and war on a 
national scale, elected.  To enable the Second All- Soviet Congress to shoulder its 
great historical mission, the election this year ca nnot be regarded as an ordinary 
one.  

(2)  In order to understand the importance of the e lection, we must explain the 
functions of the soviet.  

There are two aspects in the functions of the Sovie t, which is a worker-peasant 
democratic dictatorship, and both aspects are compl etely contrary to the 
government of the old ruling class. First, the Sovi et of worker-peasant democratic 
dictatorship is a weapon to hit the counterrevoluti on. It eliminates the external 
counterrevolution by means of war—our resistance to  the eneney "encirclement and 
suppression" in the past and at present, our victor ious attacks, and our task to 
prosecute a revolutionary war against all the count er-revolutionary forces in the 
nation. Meanwhile, the Soviet suppresses the intern al counterrevolution by means 
of the court—our handling, in the past and at prese nt, of the AB League, the 
Reorganization Faction, the Social Democratic Party , the Trotskyites and all the 
landlords and capitalists in the soviet areas.  The  moment they perform any 
counterrevolutionary activity, we immediately suppr ess them.  The revolutionary 
class—the toiling worker-peasant masses—handles int ernal and external 
counterrevolution with the Soviet as the weapon. Th is is the first function of the 
Soviet.  Only when all the counterrevolutions are o vercome will our class become 
the ruling class and our political power the ruling  political power.  As you can 
all see, we are in control today because we have ov ercome innumerable enemy 
attacks and suppressed the counterrevolutionary act ivities all along.  

Now we will discuss the second function.  The Sovie t of worker-peasant democratic 
dictatorship is a tool for the masses to manage the ir own lives.  The lives of our 
worker-peasant masses were entirely managed by the landlords and bourgeoisie in 
the past.  Because they possessed political power, they enjoyed freedom, while 
withholding freedom from us.  The peasants had no l and.  The workers had no labor 
law for their protection. What about today? The pea sants have land, and the 
workers enjoy the protection of the labor law. Our own political power gives us 
freedom, and we promote all kinds of necessary cons truction under our own 
political power.  We completely manage our own live s. We are truly free and equal, 
without interference from any landlord or capitalis t, while we enforce 
dictatorship over the landlords and capitalists, ex cluding them from participation 
in our political power.  We formulate all kinds of laws to control them, giving 
them no political freedom at all.  This is the func tion of the Soviet in the second 
aspect.  
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All revolutionary struggles in the world are for th e purpose of seizing 
political power and consolidating it, while the des perate struggle of the 
counterrevolutionaries against the revolutionary fo rces is solely for the 
purpose of defending their political power.  The wo rker-peasant masses in the 
Soviet areas have already seized political power.  We tnust defend and develop it 
so that it can fulfill the momentous functions of h itting internal and external 
counterrevolutionary forces and improving the livin g condition and welfare of 
the workers and peasants. We must elect large group s of the most advanced and 
most positive elements, with the greatest awareness , into the Soviet, and 
eliminate unsatisfactory elements among the existin g personnel.  This is 
important.  

Many people do not understand clearly the solemn si gnificance of political power 
and elections.  If they do not understand the funct ions of the Soviet, they will 
not participate in the election in a positive manne r. When the Soviet personnel 
do not understand them, they will not guide the ele ction successfully.  
Comrades, the election will soon be held. To spread  the effect of the Soviet 
and the election among the masses, Soviet personnel  must first understand it 
clearly.  Only then will the election this year be successful.  Only then will 
we mobilize unanimously and struggle for the buildi ng of a powerful Soviet of 
worker-peasant democratic dictatorship!  

(3)  There are the favorable conditions in the elec tion this year.  

We are at the most critical point of the revolution  and war, while the effect of 
the Soviet and its election is momentous.  Can the task be accomplished in the 
election this year?  Our answer is, Yes, because we  have many favorable 
conditions.  First, although the scale of the fifth  enemy "encirclement and 
suppression" is very large, we already have initial  successes.  In the past 2 
months, we won three successive big battles.  We ca ptured Lien-deleted and 
defeated the 19th Route Army in the first battle.  We took Wu-chiang and routed 
the 80th Division in the second battle.  We laid si ege to Yen-p Ting and repelled 
enemy reenforcements in the third battle.  Over 6,0 00 weapons were captured.  We 
will hold the election during the great victories o f the Red Army.  

Second, the election this year will cover a wider a rea because we have greatly 
expanded the Soviet territory by smashing the fourt h "encirclement and 
suppression." We will hold elections this year in 1 0 soviet provinces— 
Kiangsi, Fukien, Kwangtung-Kiangsi, Fukien-Kiangsi,  Fukien-Chekiang-Kiangsi, 
Hunan-Kiangsi, Hunan-Hupeh-Kiangsi, Hupeh-Honan-Anh wei., Hunan-Hupeh-deleted and 
Szechwan.  The scale of the election will be bigger .  

Third, in many Soviet provinces, the rural urban cl ass struggles are more 
intensive this year than last year.  Many achieveme nts have been made in the 
land investigation movement, the enforcement of the  labor law, culture and 
education and economic construction.  Especially in  the land investigation 
movement, many hidden landlords and rich peasants h ave been uncovered and their 
right to vote deprived.  Undesirables concerned in the Soviet organs  
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have been purged in large groups. All these constit ute the foundation for a 
more successful election this year.  

Fourth, we possess experiences of past elections, e specially last year, which are 
valuable lessons for the election this year. We mus t continue with the good 
achievements of past elections and bring them to a greater light, but we must 
avoid and discard the defects and errors and guard against their repetition.   The 
Central Government has made a correct summary in it s directive and clarified the 
achievements and the errors of past elections. The comrades must study them 
carefully, and each and every Soviet work comrade m ust do likewise and explain 
them clearly to the voting masses.  Only when the l essons of the past are 
correctly understood will the election this time be come even more successful.  

(4) How to guide the election this year.  

Comrades, as we know that the election this year is  at the time when the 
imperialist Kuomintang divides up China and carries  out the fifth "encirclement 
and suppression," the political task of the electio n has "been greatly increased.  
Because we also know the great revolutionary effect  of the Soviet, while the 
election will be held under many favorable conditio ns, we must properly guide the 
election and strive for its complete success with a  mighty effort.  In regard to 
the principle and methods of election, the Central Government has made them very 
clear in the Election Law and Election Directive, a nd I will not repeat them item 
by item.  Today, 1 wish only to bring several impor tant issues to the comrades' 
attention.  These are the propaganda and agitation of the election, basic 
election, voter registration, work reporting, elect ion units,, candidates' lists, 
voters' mass meeting and the duties of the election  committee.  Let me present a 
simple explanation of these issues, because they ar e extremely important and 
require the attention of each and every comrade.  

The first issue concerns the propaganda of the elec tion.  For the election this 
year, we must perform the most extensive propaganda  in the 3 weeks before the 
election, explaining the relationship between smash ing the fifth "encirclement and 
suppression" and resisting the imperialist division  of China and the election this 
year, the revolutionary functions of the Soviet, an d the fact that the election is 
held on the foundation of victory.  Then the masses  will regard the election as 
something vital, participate in it with full confid ence and elect many advanced 
elements to the Soviet.  Those elected will underta ke the affairs of the state 
with courage.  Such propaganda and agitation are th e prerequisites of a successful 
election.  Without them, the masses will not unders tand the current political 
situation, the functions of the Soviet and the foun dation of victory of the 
election.  Then, they will not enthusiastically par ticipate in the election, nor 
will the elected increase their courage.  The propa ganda for the first election 
last year was relatively good.  Therefore, the achi evement was also relatively 
good.  The propaganda for the second election was i nferior.  Therefore, the 
achievement was also inferior.  This year, the elec tion propaganda must surpass 
that of the first election last year in order to en courage the greater majority of 
the masses to participate in it.  
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Second, the urban and rural congresses are the basi c organizations of the Soviet.  
Therefore, their election is the Soviet's basic ele ction. The urban and rural 
Soviets are the level closest to the masses.  All d ecrees and policies of the 
higher level soviet and all tasks of expanding the Red Army, land investigation 
movement, the labor law, economic construction and cultural construction must go 
through them before practical implementation.  The election of the urban and 
rural Soviets is, therefore, the most basic and imp ortant election. Moreover, a 
successful all-Soviet congress will require good re presentatives from the 
provincial soviet congresses. A successful provinci al soviet congress will 
require good representatives from the county soviet  congresses. A successful 
county soviet congress will require good representa tives from the district and 
town soviet congresses.  

What is required for a successful district soviet c ongress?  It will require good 
representatives from the township soviet congresses .  The election of the town 
and township Soviets is linked with the entire Sovi et election of the district, 
county, province and nation.  That is why the elect ion of the town and township 
Soviets is the most basic and most vital.  Comrades , a Red Army patriots' 
memorial tower is being erected along the side of o ur meeting ground.  The tower 
has a 15-foot rock foundation.  To build a strong t ower, we must begin with a 
strong foundation. To build a strong Soviet, we mus t also begin with a strong 
foundation, which is the urban and rural soviet con gresses.  

Third, to build firm urban and rural Soviets, not o nly must we make the most 
propaganda to get the greater majority of the masse s to come to the election 
meetings, but we must be sure that all the voters c oming to the meetings are 
genuine workers, peasants and others entitled to vo te and that no person who has 
been deprived of his voting right infiltrates the m eetings and that no person who 
should have his voting right deprived misrepresents  himself as a worker or 
peasant. This task is called voter registration.  T he strict demarcation between 
those with and those without the voting right is th e basic starting point of the 
Soviet political power and the most important item in the Soviet constitution and 
election law.  Look.  Isn't the tower foundation ma de of stones?  The tower is, 
therefore, firm.  If some dirt and manure are mixed  in it, the tower will not be 
so firm.  If we want to build a firm Soviet, we mus t start by guarding against 
any landlord, rich peasant, or capitalist stealing the voting right.  

Fourth, the election unit last year was too big.  T his year, it is reduced. 
Article 11 of the Election Law provides that the wo rkers will hold a separate 
election meeting, the peasants will use the village  as the unit and the urban 
poor will elect according to the neighborhoods.  Th is change has a close con-
nection with the complete success of the election, because when the election unit 
is small, it will not only enable most or all of th e voters to come to the 
election meeting, but make it easier for the voters  to select among the 
candidates, improve the quality and quantity of the  voters' proposals and 
facilitate the exercise of the recall rights in the  future.  Therefore, the 
comrades must refrain from making the election unit  any larger.  
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Fifth, in regard to the work reports to the voters by the town and township 
Soviets, the Central Internal Affairs Department ha s drafted an outline. The 
district soviet must guide the township Soviets to call mass meetings in the 
various villages and make reports, according to the  outline.  In the election 
last year, many areas did not follow the report sys tem.  This year, it must be 
followed, because, by reporting to the masses, gove rnment work will have a chance 
to undergo mass inspection, and the enthusiasm of t he voters will reach a higher 
pitch. The governments of the district level and ab ove must make work reports 
when the lower level governments hold their congres ses.  

Sixth, in regard to the list of candidates, its pro per preparation is an 
important link for the success of the election.  As  stated in the directive o£ 
the Central, the opinions of the masses on the cand idates must be collected 
before the election and published, 30 that the vote rs will be able to give full 
consideration to the candidates.  Primary attention  must be given to the 
components of the candidates 1 list.  Not only the proper numbers of workers and 
peasants must be elected according to the Election Law, but at least 25 percent 
of the elected must be laboring women, in accordanc e with the Election Directive.  
Next, attention must be .given to the candidates' p olitical manifestations.  All 
those guilty of corruption, decadence and negative slowdown and all those 
compromising with the landlords, rich peasants and capitalists must not be 
elected.  All those elected must be positive in the ir work and correct in their 
concept.  Next, suitable attention must be given to  the work capacity.  Those 
whose ability is too inferior must not be elected i nto the government.  Then, 
among the current Soviet work personnel, such as de legates, committee members and 
chairmen, all those who are guilty of grave mistake s such as corruption and 
decadence, negative slowdown, bureaucraticism and s heltering landlords, rich 
peasants and capitalists and have not reformed, mus t not be reelected.  But those 
comrades who are positive in work and correct in co ncept may be reelected without 
question.  It is entirely wrong to think that elect ion means electing new people 
for all the posts and discarding all the existing p ersonnel.  

The seventh point concerns the election mass meetin g.  Election itself requires 
only 1 day, but its preparation will take weeks, be cause the many important tasks 
discussed above must have several weeks for their p reparation. It is absolutely 
necessary, therefore, to make the preparations in a dvance. We must not put it off 
day-after-day and only become busy 2 or 3 days befo re the election.  Now the 18 
northern counties have scheduled 1 September to 5 O ctober as the period for urban 
and rural elections.  The various districts must sc hedule the election in the 
last 10 days and devote the several weeks before 25  September to the work of 
election propaganda, voter registration, work repor ts and candidates 1 lists 
before full success can be achieved on election day .  The 18 southern counties 
may hold the election a month later, at the end of October, and devote the months 
of September and October to preparation.  Next, on election day, the voters must 
be mobilized to attend the meeting.  This year, we must be able to get the 
greatest majority of the voters to come to the elec tion meeting and succeed in 
completing the election  
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at one meeting.  We must avoid having to call a sec ond meeting because of the 
lack of a quorum for the first meeting.  Still next , when the list of candidates 
is proposed at the election meeting for discussion and voting, the masses must be 
activated to express their opinions, similar to the  enthusiastic criticisms at 
the election meeting in Hsing-kuo last year.  The m asses must not be forced to 
pass the list of candidates if they do not approve of any one of them.  Should 
there be any evil elements making trouble and forci ng the masses to pass the 
candidates' list prepared by them, they must be sev erely punished upon 
discovery. Lastly, after the election, the proposal s of the masses must be 
discussed and their opinions collected and presente d to the Soviet to serve as 
the administrative policy of the new government.  

Eighth, the tasks discussed above require a special  organ for their handling. This 
is the election committee of the town and district Soviets.  According to Article 
46 of the Election Law, the election committee is f ormed by the representatives 
of the government and the various mass organization s and approved by the county 
soviet.  It is responsible for all the work of the election.  Most of the 
election committees last year did not produce any e ffect, and the election was 
directed by government personnel only.  Therefore, the election was not carefully 
guided in many areas.  There were also instances of  undesirables in the 
government manipulating the election.  To avoid suc h shortcomings, election 
committees must be organized this year, to be forme d by the government and mass 
organizations.  

Comrades, I said much.  I have discussed the signif icance of election and the 
important points  of election work.  As for what I have not touched upon —that 
the county soviet must guide all the district sovie t congresses of the county 
with plans, that the provincial soviet must guide a ll the county soviet 
congresses of the province with plans, that the Cen tral must guide all the 
provincial soviet congresses with plans, and indivi dual items concerning the 
election—detailed instructions are given in the Ele ction Law and the Election 
Directive, which I shall not reiterate here.  In re gard to the important points 
discussed by me here, I hope the comrades will repe at them to the comrades of the 
county and district Soviets and bring them up at th e presidium meetings for 
detailed discussion.  Comrades, this year's electio n is not an ordinary one.  It 
is an election with great historical significance, a sharp class struggle.  We 
must handle it with our full attention.  Besides th e many tasks connected with 
the election itself, we must seize the opportunity and launch the land 
investigation and class investigation struggles and  the Soviet prosecution 
movement.  

Only through class investigation and the prosecutio n movement will we uncover 
those stealing the voting right, purge the undesira bles infiltrating the Soviet 
and make the election this time more successful.  T his is especially true with 
the 18 southern counties, because there are still 2  more months for us to proceed 
with the land investigation movement.  In addition,  in areas where the 
administrative divisions have not been defined, the y must be promptly.  By so 
doing, we firmly believe that this year's election will be a complete success.  
Currently, the proletariat and oppressed nations of  the whole  
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world are hoping for the success of China's soviet movement. And the toiling 
masses of the entire nation are looking for the Sov iet banner. They understand 
that only the Soviet can save China.  In these few days, the delegates of 
various nations are holding an anti-imperialist war  rally in Shanghai. They, 
likewise, eagerly hope for the success of China's s oviet.  Comrades, we must 
respond to all such eager hopes.  How do we do so? We will respond to them with 
the success of the election of all the soviet areas , with our Second All-Soviet 
Congress.  

Our slogans are  

Strive for the complete success of the election!  

Smash the fifth enemy "encirclement and suppression "!  

Resist imperialist division of China!  

Long live Soviet China!  

KED CHINA, No 10S, 6 September 1933  

6080  
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DECLARATION TO THE TOILING WO EKE R-PEAS ANT MASSES  OF THE WORLD 

6 September 1933  

[Text] Dear Brothers, Sisters, Comrades, Friends!  

We are China's workers, peasants, urban and rural p oor and revolutionary soldiers 
and intellectuals. We are unwilling to remain forev er the slaves of imperialism 
and domestic landlords and capitalists. We are crea ting our own new life of 
freedom. We are in the process of leading the 450 m illion people of China to wage 
a struggle of liberation.  On one-sixth of China's soil (in many areas in the 
provinces of Kiangsi, Fukien, Hupeh, Hunan, Szechwa n, Anhwei> Honan and Shensi), 
we have, by our own effort, begun to create the one  and only true people's 
political power—the Soviet political power and the one and only true people Ts 
army—the Worker-Peasant Red Army. China's Soviet go vernment and Red Army struggle 
for the fundamental improvement of the political an d economic conditions of 
China's toiling worker-peasant masses.  China's Sov iet government and Red Army 
wish to attain this point right from the beginning— to let the workers, peasants, 
poor people and revolutionary soldiers and intellec tuals do what they want to do 
freely and decide on their own destiny.  We want to  enable those who are without 
food, clothing, housing and jobs; who are illiterat e and live as beasts of burden 
to have food, clothing, housing and jobs; be able t o read and to live human lives.  
In order to achieve this, the Soviet government has  given them land, houses and 
jobs; opened many free schools, literacy classes, l ibraries and clubs for the 
adults and children; and started many free hospital s and sana-toriums for the sick 
and the old.  

Yet, the small group of parasites controlling China —foreign imperialists and 
Chinese warlords, bureaucrats, landlords, capitalis ts, usurers—are always 
unwilling for us to live a human life.  

Precisely because we have begun to create our own n ew life of freedom, because we 
only work 8 hours a day at higher wages, because th ose of us with little or no 
land now have land and because our women have gaine d liberation, Chiang Kai-shek, 
Wang Ching-wei and all the Kuomintang beasts revile  us as "Red bandits" and 
"communists bandits' and continually launch "encirc lement'and suppression" against 
us.  
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When Japanese imperialism wildly slaughtered our co mpatriots and occupied 
China's Northeast and northern territory province b y province, and when 
American, British and French imperialists actively divided China, we declared 
to the people and troops of the entire nation, time  and again: The 
imperialists want to divide up China completely.  A ll the people of China 
must rise up as a man to defend the nation!  

We have openly proposed over and over to all the tr oops—any troops, as long as 
they support our three simple conditions—they may s ign battle agreements with 
us, in order to arm ourselves and resist Japan and other imperialists, defend our 
national existence and strive for national liberati on.  The necessary conditions 
to truly organize and arm the people for the sacred  national defense against 
Japan and other imperialists are:  (1)  immediately  cease attacks on Soviet 
areas; (2) give the people the minimum democratic r ights —the freedoms of speech, 
publication, meeting, association, demonstration an d strike; and (3) permit the 
people to organize and arm the anti-Japanese volunt eer army,  

Chiang Kai-shek, Wang Ching-wei and all the Kuomint ang traitors always reply to 
us in the same way:  Intensify and expand the cruel  attack of the Soviet areas!  

The Kuomintang has now begun its sixth "encirclemen t and suppression" against our 
free Soviet China!  For this "encirclement and supp ression," just around our 
central Soviet area alone (Kiangsi, Fukien, Hunan a nd Kwangtung)., over 442,000 
Nanking and Kwangtung troops are assembled.  These troops are equipped with new 
model superior weapons, including artillery, tanks,  planes and poison gas.  

Where did the Kuomintang warlords and politicians a cquire so many new weapons 
and large sums of money for their troops? They acqu ired them from the American, 
British, Japanese, French and German imperialists.  

These imperialists utilize the weapons manufactured  by you and the money 
extracted from you to destroy the people of China w ho are struggling for 
their own national and social liberation!  

You and we still remember clearly that, not long ag o, the troops of England, 
America and Japan shelled our Canton Commune and Ch Tang-sha Soviet, and the 
planes of French bombed our Lung-chou Soviet in Kwa ngsi!  

In the Kuomintang's sixth "encirclement and suppres sion," the role of the 
imperialists is clearly revealed.  Besides the 50-m illion dollars of so-called 
"cotton and wheat loans" and the 40-million dollars  of so-called "aviation loans" 
to the Nanking government, American imperialism gav e the Nanking troops 150 
military planes and artillery, tanks, machine guns,  chemical poisons and 
ammunition loaded in several dozen ships and sent s everal hundred pilots and all 
kinds of military and technical experts. The Britis h ambassador to China 
(Lampson) personally went on an inspection trip to  
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Szechwan and gave Liu Hsiang 20 million English pou nds to attack our Red 4th Army 
there. Though the British, American and Japanese im perialists vigorously 
compete against one another in the division of Chin a, they take unanimous action 
against soviet China. They order their own running dogs—the warlords of the 
Nanking, Kwangtung and northern factions—to conduct  a common "encirclement and 
suppression" of the liberated people of our Soviet areas. The German fascist 
government sent 70 military experts (including the former National Defense Chief 
(Sai-k'o-t'o^ to Nanking.  Chiang Kai-shek organize d them into a special unit in 
the Nan-ch'ang General Headquarters, in order to di rect the combat activities 
against the Red Army.  The so-called "Technical Com mittee" sent by the League of 
Nations to Nanking precisely at this time actually is to help Chiang Kai-shek 
plan and attack China's Soviet and the Red Army.  

Brothers, Sisters, Comrades, Friends!  

Look! The pilots and the military and technical exp erts of the so-called 
"democratic" America and other nations are, under t he direction of Germany's 
fascist generals and China's Kuomintang warlords, c arrying out the cruelest air 
and chemical warfare with American, British, French  and German planes, poison 
gas, tanks and artillery in the territory o£ the So viet China and slaughtering 
large numbers of workers, peasants, soldiers, poor people and intellectuals, in 
order to eliminate the free Chinese Soviet Republic  and Worker-Peasant Red Army  

Brothers, Sisters, Comrades, Friends!  

In order to defend their own Soviet Republic, thous ands and tens of thousands of 
men and women, old and young, did not hesitate to u se their own flesh and blood, 
brains and lives to repel courageously the five suc cessive "encirclement and 
suppressions" of the Kuomintang, superior in number  and weaponry. Today, this 
young Chinese Soviet Republic faces a grave crisis.  

At this critical point, we request you  

To help us resist the executioners who want us to r elive the dark inhuman 
life and slaughter us!  

To make us relive the dark life of slavery of the p ast, the international 
imperialists are determined to drown China's soviet  revolution In a sea of 
blood. The British, American, Japanese and French i mperialist bandits are 
concentrating warships, airplanes and marines aroun d Soviet China and all its 
large cities and coastal ports.  They want to massa cre us first before proceeding 
with a new imperialist world war, causing gigantic sacrifices and misery to 
mankind in the whole world!  

The Central Executive Committee, the supreme organ of the Soviet Republic of 
China, solemnly appeals to you to join us in a cour ageous mass struggle:  
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Resist imperialist intervention in the Soviet China !  

Resist imperialist division of China! Resist imperi alist preparation of a 
new imperialist world war while massacring the peop le of China!  

Resist the massacre of the toiling people of Soviet  China by the imperialists 
with poison gas, planes, tanks and artillery!  Oppo se the shipping of all arms to 
China!  Demand the immediate recall of American pil ots and military experts and 
German generals and staff!  

Demand the immediate withdrawal of American, Britis h, Japanese, Trench and 
Italian navies, infantry and air force;  

Long live the international sympathy of the proleta riat and oppressed people of 
the whole world!  

Mao Tse-tung, Chairman of the Central 
Executive Committee of the Soviet Republic 
of China  

Hsiang Ying, Vice Chairman Chang 

Kuo-t'ao, Vice Chairman  

Chu Teh, Chairman of the Revolutionary 
Military Affairs Committee of the Soviet 
Republic of China and Commander in Chief of 
the Worker-Peasant Red Army  

6 September 1933, Jui-chin, Kiangsi  

0  "Soviet China," Soviet Union Foreign Workers' Pub lishing House (Moscow), 1933  

(The introduction to "Soviet China" was written by Wang Ming.  In it, Wang 
Ming quoted the entire text of this article with th e following prefix: "...We 
wish to reprint in the introduction the Declaration  of the Central Government 
of the Soviet Republic of China to the Toiling Work er-Peasant Masses of the 
World which we received from China 3 days ago.  The  text of the said 
declaration is as follows ...)  

6080  
CSO:  4005  

15  



[ Preliminary.  Prepared for the Maoist Internation alist Movement's Web site, located at 
http://www.etext.org/Politics/MIM/ ]  

ON EDUCATION WORK 

Directive No 17 of Central People's Committee  

15 September 1933  

[Text]  Culture and education occupy an important p osition in the entire soviet 
movement and constitute an indispensable force in t he current mobilization 
against the fifth enemy "encirclement and suppressi on,"  Intensifying education 
to raise the political and cultural levels of the b road masses, enhance their 
class awareness and train revolutionary successors is one of our major tasks.  

The education work at present apparently lags behin d other soviet work and still 
cannot truly keep pace with the need of the success ful development of the 
revolutionary war.  It is due to the many errors an d defects in the work of the 
Education Department so far, the neglect of educati on by some soviet organs and 
responsible comrades, the failure to understand the  importance of education in 
the current domestic war, and even the opportunist viewpoint that it is 
impossible to pursue education in an environment of  war.  This situation must not 
be allowed to continue.  

The biggest defect of education so far is the lack of a clear policy.  Though the 
issue was mentioned in Directive No 1 of the Centra l Education Department, it was 
inadequate and not completely correct.  The Educati on Department has so far, as 
shown in its work and documents, neglected to build  a popular free education 
system.  It has not properly linked popular educati on with social education and 
developed them.  Instead of placing the task of com munist education in the 
forefront, it limits education to the realm of the bourgeois democratic tasks of 
opposing feudalism and superstition.  Meanwhile, it  must also be pointed out that 
the lack of planning to wipe out illiteracy, an ext remely important cultural-
educational task, and the "leftwing" opportunist er ror on the issue of utilizing 
bourgeois intellectuals are, so far, the big defect s of the work of the Education 
Department.  

While mobilizing for the current revolutionary war,  we must establish a free 
popular education system, create revolutionary succ essors according to the 
communist spirit and spread Marxist-Leninist revolu tionary theories.  We must 
completely eliminate in the shortest possible time the most vicious legacy left 
by the evil gentry and landlord bourgeoisie—illiter acy.  We  
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must set up Lenin teachers' schools and all types o f cadre training schools, 
cultivate a powerful educators' army that can popul arize education and give full 
attention to and organise the development of social  education work such as 
worker-peasant drama associations, blue-shirt leagu es, clubs, libraries and 
reading rooms.  These constitute the education poli cy and central task at the 
present time.  

Besides training large groups of worker-peasant edu cation work cadres, we 
must utilize those bourgeois intellectuals and expe rts who are willing to 
serve the Soviet.  

Whenever possible, we must educate and give prefere ntial treatment to ele-
mentary school teachers. At the very least, we must  give government funds to 
the elementary school students for their books and stationary and meals to 
the elementary school teachers.  

The People's Committee is in complete agreement wit h the Central Education 
Department's suggestion to hold a culture and educa tion rally with the League 
Central Bureau in October.  Without doubt, such a r ally will be extremely 
important in the future of the culture and educatio n of the Soviet areas. For 
its complete success, the Central Education Departm ent is charged with the 
responsibility of making full preparations.  

The People Ts Committee believes that the education work assist ance movement 
recently initiated by the League Central Bureau wil l serve as an effective 
surprise attack on the culture-education front of t he Soviet areas and help to 
expedite the elimination of the backward situation of education.  

For the prompt and thorough change in education wor k and the successful com-
pletion of the central task of education at the pre sent time, we must ruthlessly 
struggle against the neglect of education and all t he incorrect concepts in 
education work.  Only under such art ideological st ruggle will the culture-
education construction of the Soviet areas urgently  needed by the war be truly 
developed.  It is so ordered.  

Mao Tse-tung, Chairman of the Central 
Executive Committee of the Soviet Re-
public of China  

Hsiang Ying, Vice Chairman Chang Kuo-t'ao, Vice Cha irman 15 September 

1933  

0  "Directive No 17 of the Central People's Committe e of the Soviet Republic of 
China" (mimeographed), 15 September 1933.  
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PROVISIONAL AGRICULTURAL TAX LAW 

17 September 1933 (passed)  

[Text] Article 1.  In regard to the criteria of the  graduated agricultural tax, 
the tax rates, after the peasants have received the ir land allocations, are 
determined according to the amount of harvest of ma jor crops of the entire 
household per year, the actual harvest of each pers on from his land allocation 
and the number of persons in the household who have  received land allocations.  
The tax rates on the rich peasants must be higher t han the poor and middle 
peasants.  

Article 2,  The Agricultural Tax Rate Table is form ulated and promulgated by the 
People's Committee.  

Article 3,  Taxes are only levied on major products  (grain, wheat), not on 
supplementary products.  Where there are two grain or wheat crops a year, 
however, taxes are levied twice.  

Article 4.  Tea hills, mu-tzu [2606 2737] wooded hi lls and vegetables gardens, 
which are considered producing major products in th e same caregory as rice and 
wheat fields and so allocated, must also be taxed.  

Article 5.  Red Army families (limited to the soldi er himself, his parents, wife 
and those brothers and sisters who are without labo r) are tax exempt, according to 
the Red Army Preferential Treatment Regulations, bu t the exemption is limited to 
those enlisting before harvesting.  

Article 6.  The provisions on tax exempt workers ar e as follows:  

1.  Farm laborers and land manual laborers, their w ives (or husbands) and 
children are tax exempt.  

2.  Aquatic manual laborers and their wives (or hus bands) are tax exempt.  

3.  Store clerks, handicraftsmen, ship workers and other industrial workers who 
have received land allocations are tax exempt.  
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4.  The above categories of tax-exempt workers are limited to those working 
continuously for 2 years or more.  Those who have n ot worked continuously for 2 
years are not tax exempt.  

Article 7. In case of natural disasters or enemy de struction, or in case of 
families orphaned, widowed, crippled, or otherwise losing their labor force, 
the tax may be reduced or exempted according to the  situation.  

Article 8.  Taxes on the personnel of the Soviet go vernment themselves and their 
parents and wives are levied at half the rate.  In regard to those who are 
workers and tax exempt, but whose family members ar e not tax exempt according to 
the provisions of Article 6, the taxes on the famil y members are reduced to half.  
The reduction, however, is limited to those joining  government work before 
harvesting.  

Article 9.  Tax is exempt on additional agricultura l income due to improved 
seed or improved cultivation.  

Article 10.  Tax exemptions on agricultural product s harvested from reclaimed 
land are granted according to the number of years t he land remained uncultivated 
and the class classifications of the taxpayers as s hown in the following table.  

No of years of tax exemption  

No of years   Reclaimed by middle  Reclaimed by ric h   Reclaimed by 
uncultivated    or^poor peasants    _^____peasants       landlords ___  

1 or more 2 1            none  

2 or more 3 21  

3 or more 5 32  

Article 11.  This tax law becomes effective 18 Sept ember 1933.  Upon the 
promulgation of this tax law, the provisions on agr icultural taxes in the 
Revised Provisional Tax Law promulgated 15 July 193 2 are abolished.  

Mao Tse-tung, Chairman of the Central 
Executive Committee of the Soviet Republic 
of China  

Hsiang Ying, Vice Chairman Chang Kuo-t'ao, Vice Cha irman 18 September 

1933  
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Poor and Middle Peasants' Land Tax Rate Table 

Actual dry grain obtained per person  

No or 
persons 
rec ' 
ing 
land in 
house-
hold  

1 or 
more 
tan  
 

2 or  
more 
tan  
 

3 or  
.no re 
tan  
 

4 or 
more  
tan  
 

5 or 
more 
tan  
 

6 or  
more 
tan  
 

7 or  
more 
tan  
 

8 or 
more 
tan  
 

9 or 
more 
tan  
 

10 or  
more 
tan  
 

11 or 
more 
tan  
 

12 or 
more 
tan  
 

13 or 
more 
tan  
 

14 or  
more 
tan  
 

1 
15 or^-
more tan  
 

1 
 

exempt  
 

exempt  
 

3.8  
 

5.0  
 

6.0  
 

7.0  
 

8.0  
 

9.0  
 

10.0  
 

11.0  
 

12.0  
 

13.0  
 

14.0  
 

15.0  
 

16.0  
 

2 
 

ixemp t  
 

exempt  
 

3.9  
 

5.1  
 

6.1  
 

7.1  
 

8.1  
 

9.1  
 

10.1  
 

11.1  
 

12,1  
 

13.1  
 

14.1  
 

15.1  
 

16.1  
 

3 
 

exempt  
 

1.5  
 

4.0  
 

5.2  
 

6.2  
 

7.2  
 

8.2  
 

9.2  
 

10.2  
 

11.2  
 

12.2  
 

13.2  
 

14.2  
 

15.2  
 

16.2  
 

4 
 

sxenipt  
 

1.7  
 

4.1  
 

5.3  
 

6.3  
 

7.3  
 

8.3  
 

9.3  
 

10.3  
 

11.3  
 

12,3  
 

13.3  
 

14.3  
 

15.3  
 

16.3  
 5 

 
exempt  
 

1.9  
 

4.2  
 

5.4  
 

6.4  
 

7.4  
 

8.4  
 

9.4  
 

10.4  
 

11.4  
 

12.4  
 

13.4  
 

14.4  
 

15.4  
 

16.4  
 6 

 
exempt  
 

2.1  
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CORRECT COMMANDISM IN SELLING BONDS 

Letter From the Central Government to the Governmen ts of All Levels  

23 September 1933  

[Text] Provincial Soviets of Kiangsi, Fukien, Fukie n-Kiangsi and Kwangtung-
Kiangsi, County Soviet of Jut-chin and Soviet Gover nments of All Levels:  

Because of the issuance of the economic constructio n bonds, great achievements have 
been made within a short time.  In all areas where the means of mobilization is 
good, the broad masses enthusiastically arose to su pport the bonds, such as Yun-
chi District in Jui-chin and Ts'ai-ch'l and Hung-fa ng districts in Fukien, which 
are all good examples.  In many other areas, nevert heless, there has been the 
grave error of commandist allocation.  The People's  Committee has issued 
Directive No 16, an announcement, and propaganda ou tline pointing out that full 
mobilization is the guarantee of bond selling and s everely opposing commandism.  
In its letter of instruction to the bond committees  of all levels, the Central 
People's Finance Committee extended the time limit for bond selling to 
December. The number of bonds to be sold is determi ned according to the local 
situation to avoid coercive allocation and afford t he local areas ample time for 
mobilization and selling. Since the issuance of suc h instructional documents, 
methods of selling bonds in all areas is changing.  

The change, nevertheless, is extremely inadequate.  Many areas are still 
practicing coercive allocation. The most serious in stance occurred in Lo-fang 
District in Yu-tu, where a middle peasant and the d istrict soviet chairman 
committed suicide due to the coercive allocation of  bonds. The 400 or more 
people who fled their homes in Hsiao-ch'i District in Kwangtung-Kiangsi were 
also connected with coercive allocation. These were  shameful incidents which 
should never have occurred. Yet, they did. Upon hea ring the news, the Central 
sent men to investigate and will severely punish th e Yu-tu county soviet. When 
this letter is received, the provincial Soviets mus t immediately instruct the 
county Soviets to inspect the mobilization method o f bond selling in the 
districts and townships. They must warn the soviet personnel with the example 
of Yu-tu, immediately launch a campaign of intense self-criticism, concentrate 
the firepower against coercive commandism  
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In all work and never resort to it whether in expan ding the Red Army, the land 
Investigation movement, the election movement, the sale of bonds, or the 
development of cooperatives. Yu-tu's commandist err or has occurred seriously 
in its work in all aspects, but more apparent in th e sale of bonds. The 
lessons of Lo-fang and Hsiao-ch'i districts also se rve as the gravest 
warnings to the Soviets of all levels.  

In order to complete the sale of bonds successfully , attention must be given to 
the time and amount.  In the competition agreements  of the various areas, many of 
them have set mid-^October as the deadline.  It is too short. They must follow the 
15 September instruction of the People's Finance Co mmittee and appropriately 
extend the time limit.  In areas where the harvest or bond selling is late, it may 
be extended to mid-December for the final completio n of sale, in order to afford 
them sufficient time for mobilization work. They mu st not, however, follow the 
example of Hui-ch'ang and other areas   ; that put bond selling aside, wait for an 
extension, become slack on the performance of the w ork and try to reach the goal 
by coercive allocation in December.  This is absolu tely not permitted.  In regard 
to the amount, it depends entirely on the practical  local situation and the extent 
of the mass positivity.  There may be increases and  reductions. There must he no 
mechanical allocation.  The county and district Sov iets must increase or decrease 
the amounts of bonds according to the different sit uations of the various counties 
and district, in order to adapt to the local condit ions. They must not issue the 
bonds all at one time and consider their tasks as e nded, thus forcing the lower 
level to the path of coercive allocation. This bure aucratic pattern must be 
immediately rectified.  

Mao Tse-tung, Chairman of the Central 
Executive Committee of the Soviet Re-
public of China  

Hsiang Ying, Vice Chairman Chang 

Kuo-t'ao, Vice Chairman  

23 September 1933  

0 "RED CHINA" No 113, 27 September 1933  

6080  
GSO:  4005  
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ORDER NO 49 OF THE PEOPLE'S COMMITTEE OF THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT OF THE 
SOVIET REPUBLIC OF CHINA  

10 October 1933  

[Text]  (1) The decision of this committee on 10 Oc tober 1933 on certain 
issues in the land struggle is hereby published.  

(2) All the class classifications prior to 10 Octob er 1933 in the various areas 
which are incompatible with this decision must be r evised accordingly. In regard 
to those who, due to the change in their class clas sifications, should have 
their land and assets handled differently.  Concern ing the land, houses, woods, 
ponds and gardens belonging to the middle peasants,  poor peasants, poor people 
and workers which have been divided, a means must b e found to return them to the 
original owners.  As for assets other than land, ho uses, woods, ponds and 
gardens, they should be returned to the original ow ners only when possible (for 
instance, if there are still landlord assets in the  local area which can be 
confiscated). Concerning the land, houses, woods, p onds, gardens, draft animals 
and farm tools to which the rich peasants are entit led, and the assets to which 
the capitalists are entitled, they are returned to the original owners only when 
possible,  

(3)  In regard to the cases decided by the judicial  organs of the various areas 
prior to 10 October 1933, where the judgments have been carried out, they will 
not be changed. Where they have not been carried ou t, or are in the process of 
being carried out, they must be revised according t o this decision.  

(4) In regard to the class classifications or the d isposal of land and assets 
according to such class classifications prior to an d after 10 October 1933 
which are compatible with this decision and not err oneous, no one may request a 
change.  

Mao Tse-tung, Chairman of the Central 
Executive Committee of the Soviet 
Republic of China  
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10 October 1933  

0 "Decision of the Central Government concerning Cer tain Issues in the Land 
Struggle" (mimeographed), Central Government People 's Committee, 1933  

6080  

CSO:  4005  
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DECISION ON CERTAIN ISSUES IN THE LAND STRUGGLE 

Passed by the People's Committee 10 October 1933  

[Text]  In the struggle of land division and land i nvestigation, many practical 
issues arose.  Such issues were a result of lack of  provision in previous 
documents, ambiguity in the provisions, or incorrec t interpretation on the part 
of soviet personnel. To rectify and prevent errors,  the People's Committee, 
besides approving the principles of analyzing the l andlords, rich peasants, 
middle peasants, poor peasants and workers in ""How  To Analyze the Classes," 
hereby makes the following decision:  

1. Labor and Incidental Labor  

Under ordinary conditions, if one member in the fam ily spent one-third of his 
time a year on major work, it is called labor.  If it was less than one-third of 
his time, or if it was not devoted to major work, e ven though it involved one-
third of his time, it is called incidental labor.  

Attention must be given to the following:  

(1)  The rich peasants performed their own labor, a nd the landlords performed 
either no, or only incidental, labor. Labor is, the refore, the major criterion 
to distinguish rich peasants and landlords.  

(2)  One person is the criterion to determine labor  for a household. Where there 
were several members in a household, if one of them  labored, the household is 
considered as performing labor.  Some people feel t hat only when two members, or 
the entire household, performed labor can the house hold be considered as 
performing labor. This is not correct.  

(3)  The criterion to determine the time spent on l abor is one-third of the year, 
i.e., 4 months.  Performing major labor for 4 full months, or less than 4 full 
months, is the dividing line between labor and inci dental labor (the dividing 
line between rich peasants and landlords).  It is e rroneous for some people to 
consider performing major labor for 6 months out of  the year as incidental labor.  
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(4) Major labor indicates labor in the major tasks of production, such as 
plowing, planting, harvesting and other important p roduction labor. However, 
labor is not limited to agricultural production.  F irewood chopping, porterage 
and other important tasks are all considered major labor.  

(5) Non-major labor refers to all kinds of suppleme ntary labor, occupying a 
secondary position in production, such.as assisting  in weeding, assisting in 
vegetable planting, looking after draft animals, et c.  

(6) Labor is the main criterion used to distinguish  the rich peasants and 
landlords.  Those who only hired permanent help to cultivate the land, did not 
exploit by land rents or loan interests, were respo nsible for directing their 
own production, but did not personally perform majo r labor are still 
considered landlords snd will not receive land allo cations.  

(7) The time element for the landlord classificatio n is computed backward from 
the time of the uprising. ,. Those who lived as lan dlords for 3 years or more are 
considered landlords. Many errors have occurred on the issue of labor and 
incidental labor in the land investigation movement . Major labor was called 
incidental labor and people were misclassified as l andlords. Or, incidental labor 
was mistaken for major labor and the people misclas sified as rich peasants.  This 
came from the lack of a clear criterion between lan dlords and rich peasants. 
According to the above provisions, such errors can be avoided.  

The above provisions, nevertheless, are only "under  ordinary conditions." Under 
special conditions, different handling is required.   If one member of a household 
exploited by collecting large sums of land rent or loan interest, such as 
collecting 100 tan or more of land rent or lending 1,000 yuan or more in large 
currency, and the members in the household were not  numerous nor the expenses 
high, even if someone in the household performed 4 or more months of major labor 
in a year, it is still considered a landlord househ old, not a rich, peasant 
household. On the other hand, if the members in the  household were numerous and 
the expenses high, even if there was 100 tan of lan d rent or 1,000 yuan of loans, 
if someone in the household performed major labor, it is not a landlord 
household, but a rich peasant household.  There are  cases, too, of households 
being considered landlords according to their explo itation situation, but not 
landlords according to their living condition. For instance, an individual who was 
once a rich or middle peasant, but who, a few years  before the uprising, suddenly 
lost his labor force due to illness or death and ha d to rent out all his land or 
hire people to cultivate for him. His entire househ old lived as a landlord 
household, it is improper to consider him a landlor d.  He must be classified 
according to his original status.  Or, an individua l who was nominally a landlord 
but whose land actually belonged to someone else, w hose income from exploitation 
was small,   ' who performed incidental labor, and who lived'a life even inferior 
to the peasants, must be considered a rich peasant and allocated poorer land.  In 
extreme cases, with the consent of the masses, they  may be allocated land of 
similar quality as the peasants. Finally, those who  were peasants in the past, 
but suddenly became wealthy due to special opportun ities 2 years  
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before the uprising and turned into landlords may, with the consent of the 
masses, be allocated inferior land the same as the rich peasants, while their 
own land must be confiscated, because they were pea sants 2 years ago.  

The special situations discussed above have been ov erlooked in some areas in 
the land investigation movement.  

2.  Well-to-do Middle Peasants  

Well-to-do middle peasants who engaged in some mino r exploitation of others are a 
part of the middle peasants. Their income from expl oitation must not have 
exceeded 15 percent of the total household annual r eceipt. Under certain 
conditions, though the exploitation income exceeded  15 percent of the total annual 
income, if it did not exceed 30 percent and if the masses do not oppose them, the 
parties concerned are still considered well-to-do m iddle peasants. Under the 
soviet political .power, the interests of the well- to-do middle peasants receive 
the same protection as middle peasants in general.  

Attention must be given to the following  

(1) The well-to-do middle peasants'are a part of th e middle peasants. The 
difference is that they engaged in some minor explo itation of others wbile the 
middle peasants did not.  

(2)  The difference between the well-to-do middle p easants and the rich peasants 
is that the exploitation income of the former did n ot exceed 15 percent of the 
total household annual income while that of the lat ter exceeded 15 percent.  This 
demarcation is required to determine the class clas sifications.  

(3)  The minor exploitation by the well-to-do middl e peasants refers to such acts 
as hiring shepherd boys, part-time help, or monthly  help, lending out small 
amounts of money, collecting small amounts on loans  or school rent, or renting out 
small parcels of land, provided the income from suc h exploitations did not 
constitute an important part of the livelihood of t he household, i.e., not more 
than 15 percent, and that the important source of i ts livelihood was the labor of 
its members.  

(4) Those whose amount of exploitation was the same  as the rich peasants 
close to the time of the uprising, but the time of such exploitation did not 
exceed 2 years, are still considered well-to-do mid dle peasants.  

(5) When we say that, under certain conditions, alt hough the exploitation 
income exceeded 15 percent of the total household a nnual income, if it did not 
exceed 30 percent, and if the masses do not oppose them, the parties concerned 
are still considered well-to-do middle peasants, th e "certain conditions" 
indicate that, although the exploitation amount exc eeded 15 percent, the 
members of the household were numerous, its labor f orce small  
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and its living condition not luxurious.  In the eve nt of flood, droughts famine, 
illness or death, they might even find themselves i n difficulty. Under the above 
conditions, the parties concerned must not be consi dered rich peasants, but 
middle peasants, provided the exploitation amount d id not exceed 30 percent of 
the total household annual income. Where such condi tions did not exist, those 
whose exploitation income exceeded 15 percent of th eir total household annual 
income are considered rich peasants, not well-to-do  middle peasants.  The 
determination on the presence or absence of the con ditions is by the public 
opinion of the local masses. The well-to-do middle peasants constitute a 
considerable portion of the rural population.  In t he land investigation 
movement in many areas, they have been handled as r ich peasants, which is 
incorrect. Most of the incidents of encroaching upo n the middle peasants which 
occurred in various areas involved the well-to-do m iddle peasants. This must be 
immediately rectified.  

Examples:  

(1) A household of six members in which two of them  performed labor owned 50 
tan of land, actually producing 35 tan of grain (to tal value 140 yuan, at 4 
yuan per tan current price), completely farmed by t he household.  They 
had a 5-room house, a cow and a pond which produced  12 yuan large currency.  
Their annual income from sundry grain production an d hog raising was 
approximately 100 yuan.  They loaned out 3 tan of r aw grain at 50 percent 
interest, collecting 1.5 tan a year (value 6 yuan) for 4 years. They loand out 
money in the sum of 100 yuan large currency (equiva lent to 1,800 mao small 
currency), at 25 percent interest, collecting 25 yu an a year for 5 years. 
Decision:  The household depended on its own labor as the main source of its 
livelihood and its own production brought in 250 yu an or more. Although it 
exploited others by collecting interests, its annua l interest income was only 29 
yuan, which was under 15 percent of its total incom e. After expenses, it had a 
surplus and it lived fairly well.  Nevertheless, as  the amount of exploitation 
was not great, it is considered a well-to-do middle  peasant, not a rich peasant, 
household.  

(2) A household of 5 members where 1-1/2 members pe rformed labor had 25 tan of 
land, actually producing 17 tan of grain.  It lease d in 75 tan of land, 
actually producing 42 tan of grain and paying 25 ta n in rent for 10 years.  Its 
annual income from sundry grain production and hog raising was 50 yuan.  It 
hired a shepherd boy for 3 years.  It loaned out 60  yuan large currency, at 30 
percent interest, collecting 18 yuan per year for 4  years. It had a 5-room 
house and one cow.  It had one parcel of wooded hil l producing 30 tan of mu-
t'ao a year.  Decision:  The household depended mai nly on its own labor for its 
livelihood.  Its annual exploitation of others was very small, only over 20 
yuan (combining employment of the shepherd boy and loans), while it was 
exploited by others in form of 25 tan of land rent.  After expenses, there was 
hardly any surplus. Therefore, it is considered an ordinary middle peasant, not 
a well-to-do middle peasant, household.  
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3. The Time and Amount of Exploitation Practiced by  the Rich Peasants  

If a person, besides participating in production, r elied on exploitation as a 
part, or a large part, of the source of livelihood of his household for 3 
successive years immediately prior to the uprising,  and if the exploitation 
amount exceeded 15 percent of the total annual income of the entire ho usehold, 
he is called a rich peasant. Under certain conditio ns, though the exploitation 
amount exceeded 15 percent of the total income, if it did not exceed 30 
percent, and if the masses do not oppose him, the p arty concerned is not a rich 
peasant, but a well-to-do middle peasant.  

Attention must be given to the following  

(1)  The time of the,uprising is the starting point  to compute the time of 
exploitation by counting backward, and no other tim e may be used as the 
starting point for computation. Some people reckon old accounts and take the 
interrupted exploitation of many years ago as the b asis to determine the class 
classification. This is incorrect.  

(2)  Three successive years of exploitation constit ute the time criterion to 
determine a rich peasant classification.  If the ex ploitation time did not 
exceed 3 years, or if it totaled 3 years but was in termittent (not continuous), 
although the exploitation amount was the same as th e rich peasants in the same 
period, the party concerned is still considered wel l-to-do middle peasant.  

(3) The exploitation amount must have exceeded 15 p ercent of the total annual 
household income before the party concerned is clas sified as a rich peasant.  
If the exploitation amount was below 15 percent, al though there was continuity 
of 3 years or more, the party concerned is not cons idered a rich peasant, but a 
well-to-do middle peasant.  

(4)  The total annual household income indicates th e total of a person's 
receipts from his own production and his exploitati on of others.  If a certain 
household produced by its own effort 400 yuan and r eceived 100 yuan by 
exploitation, the 500 yuan, total was the total inc ome. As the exploitation 
income constituted 20 percent of the total income, the party concerned is a 
rich peasant.  

(5) The "certain conditions" indicate cases where t he family members were 
numerous, the labor force small and its living cond ition not luxurious, or, 
where it encountered difficulties due to natural di sasters or human calamities. 
Under such conditions, although the exploitation am ount exceeded 15 percent, 
if it did not exceed 30 percent, and if the masses do not oppose it, it is 
considered a well-to-do middle peasant household. H ere, the opinion of the 
masses is extremely important, and consideration of  such cases must be 
extremely careful.  The well-to-do middle peasants must not be mistaken for 
rich peasants, causing the dissatisfaction of the m iddle  
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peasants, nor must the rich peasants be mistaken as  well-to-do middle peas-
ants, causing the dissatisfaction of the poor peasa nts. Therefore, careful 
consideration and the consent of the masses are req uired.  

There have been many disputes on the issues of time  and amount in the land 
investigation movement, because of the lack of a cl ear distinction between the 
rich peasants and the well-to-do middle peasants, s o far. The well-to-do 
middle peasants are sometimes handled as rich peasa nts, or vice versa. There 
have been frequent disputes. Now, with the provisio n on their demarcation, 
such disputes can be avoided.  

Examples:  

(1) A household of 11 members in which 2 of them pe rformed labor owned 160 
tan of land, actually producing 120 tan of grain (w orth 480 yuan). They had 2 
parcels of tea hills, producing 30 yuan large curre ncy annually. They had a 
pond, producing 15 yuan large currency annually. Th eir income from sundry 
grain production and hog raising was approximately 150 yuan per year. They 
hired one permanent helper for 7 years, until the t ime of the revolution, 
thus exploiting approximately 70 yuan of surplus la bor a year. They loaned 250 
yuan large currency, at 30 percent interest, collec ting 75 yuan a year, for 5 
years, until the time of the revolution. A son of t he household who is a 
scholar, wrote petitions and handled litigation and  relied on his superiority 
to take advantage of others. .Decision: While this household had two members 
performing labor, they hired permanent help and loa ned out much money. Their 
exploitation income exceeded 15 percent of the tota l annual hosehold income. 
Although the members were numerous, the household h ad much surplus money 
after expenses. Therefore, they are a rich peasant household and entitled to 
inferior land. The evil gentry in the household is not entitled to any land.  

(2) A household of three members in which one" of t hem was able to perform 
major labor for 4 months in the year   had 60 tan o f land, farmed 30 tan, 
actually producing 18 tan of grain, and rented out 30 tan, collecting 12 tan 
of grain as rent for 5 years.  It regularly hired p art-time help for 20 days 
a year.  It had one cow and could earn 2 tan of gra in a year from it.  It 
loaned out 120 yuan large currency, at 30 percent i nterest, collecting 36 yuan 
a year, for 3 years. Decision: The exploitation inc ome of this household 
exceeded the receipts from its own production. Neve rtheless, as one member 
performed 4 months of major labor., it is considere d a rich peasant household 
and entitled to inferior land.  

4.  Reactionary Rich Peasants  

The rich peasants who were guilty of serious counte rrevolutionary conduct 
around the time of the uprising, especially after t he uprising, are called 
reactionary rich peasants. The land and assets of s uch reactionary rich 
peasants and of their family members who participat ed in such counterrevo-
lutionary conduct must be confiscated.  
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The above provision is applicable to reactionary ca pitalists. 

Attention must be given the following  

(1) Only the rich peasants guilty of "serious count errevolutionary conduct" are 
called reactionary rich peasants. Reactionary rich peasants lead the Civil 
League during the uprising to massacre the workers and peasants: resisted the 
revolutionary government, especially leading others  to organize 
counterrevolutionary groups or organs after the upr ising or performed serious 
counterrevolutionary activities individually, inclu ding assassination, serving 
as an enemy spy, volunteering as a guide to the Whi te army 9 fleeing to the White 
area in aid of the Kuomintang, actively sabotaging the land investigation 
movement and economic construction, etc. In regard to those who are rich 
peasants and who were guilty of serious counterrevo lutionary conduct, after 
verification, their land and assets are confiscated . As for those rich peasants 
who were guilty of counterrevolutionary conduct but  who were not leaders or 
performed no important activities, their land and a ssets must not be 
confiscated.  

(2)  In regard to the family members of the reactio nary rich peasants, only the 
land and assets of those who participated in the se rious counterrevolutionary 
conduct are confiscated, but the land and assets of  other members are not 
confiscated.  

(3) Those who temporarily went to the White areas f or the purpose of making a 
living are not considered reactionary rich peasants , and their assets must not 
be confiscated. However, in regard to those who wen t to the White areas because 
they did not wish to reside in the Soviet areas and  remained in the White areas 
for 1 full year or more, although they are not reac tionary rich peasants, their 
assets must be confiscated.  

(4) The above provisions are applicable in defining  and handling the reac-
tionary capitalists.  In many areas in the past, th e land and assets of many 
rich peasants who were not guilty of serious counte rrevolutionary conduct 
including the land and assets of their family membe rs who did not participate in 
any counterrevolutionary conduct were confiscated. This was erroneous. The 
source of the error was Article 3 of Kiangsi's Land  Confiscation and 
Distribution Law:  "In regard to the rich peasants who joined counterrevolu-
tionary organizations (such as the AB League, the S ocial Democratic Party, 
etc.)* the entire household is confiscated," withou t distinction of principal or 
accessory, participant or non-participant. In regar d to family members, the 
second half of the same article states:  "In regard  to family members who did 
not join any counterrevolutionary organization, wer e not guilty of any 
counterrevolutionary conduct and have severed relat ions with the 
counterrevolutionaries in the family, when they are  not opposed by the masses, 
their land may be returned to them." Nevertheless, because all the assets of 
the family have been confiscated, to return a porti on afterward is still not the 
correct answer.  Therefore, the article in question  must be revised according to 
these provisions.  In some areas in the past, the s phere of reactionary 
capitalists was expanded, and certain stpres which should hot have been 
confiscated were confiscated.  This was also wrong.  
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Example:  

A household of nine members where one member perfor med labor and another 
incidental labor had 160 tan of land, farmed 80 tan  and actually produced 45 tan 
of grain, and rented out 80 tan of land and collect ing 40 tan of rent for 10 
years. They had five parcels of hills, producing 70  yuan large currency a year. 
They had one permanent helper. They owed 425 yuan l arge currency, at 25 percent 
interest, for 3 years. They loaned out 380 yuan lar ge currency, at 30 percent 
interest, for 5 years. One member served as a compa ny commander of the Ching-wei 
League for 2 years and fought the Red Guard five ti mes. Another was a member of 
the AB League for 6 months, but not in an important  position, and confessed to 
the government. Other members of the family had-no apparent reactionary 
conduct. Decision: The classification of this house hold is rich peasant.  The 
one member who performed serious counterrevolutiona ry work is a reactionary rich 
peasant, and his assets must be confiscated. The as sets of other members must 
not be confiscated.  In regard to the member who jo ined the AB League, as he did 
not have an important position and he had confessed , nor must his assets be 
confiscated.  

5. Rich Peasant Donations  

Under the policy of weakening, the rich peasants, d uring the period of the 
domestic war, besides such basic means as allocatin g inferior land to them, 
confiscating their surplus buildings, plow animals and farm tools and levying 
higher taxes, to demand unscheduled donations from them is proper. Nevertheless, 
the amount of'donation must not exceed 40 percent o f a rich peasant's cash on 
hand.  The number of times of donations must also b e limited.  

(1)  Recently, there have been two tendencies in re gard to rich peasant dona-
tions.  One is to shelter the rich peasants and not  ask them for donations. 
Another is to take all their cash as a donation, wh ich is no different from fines 
imposed on the landlords. Both are incorrect and th e latter is a tendency to 
eliminate the rich peasants and may even affect the  middle peasants. The limit 
has now been set at 40 percent. All areas may, acco rding to the rich peasants 1 
payment of donations in the past and their current family situation, ask them to 
donate a suitable portion of their cash.  

(2) Donations are of a temporary nature, different from the regular land tax.  
The number of times of donations therefore, must be  limited.  The rich peasants 
must not be asked to donate over and over again, wi thout limit.  

(3)  The authority to ask for donations from the ri ch peasants is limited to 
the state financial organs. No other organ may ask them for donations.  

6. The Land, Buildings, Plow Animals and Farm Tools  to Which the Rich 
Peasants Are Entitled  
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After the land, buildings, plow animals and farm to ols have been decided as 
assets to which the rich peasants are entitled, the  rich peasants, provided 
they observe the laws of the Soviet, have the right  of disposal, and no one may 
interfere. Only for the purpose of facilitating pro duction and with the 
consent of the rich peasants, may the workers, peas ants and poor people 
exchange buildings with the rich peasants.  

(1) Recently in some areas, there have been inciden ts of workers, peasants and 
poor people exchanging their own land, .building, p low animals and farm tools 
for those to which the rich peasants are entitled, or-even for clothes and 
fertilizer. This is wrong, because there must be a limit to "weakening the 
rich peasants." The "weakening" policy of allocatin g relatively inferior land, 
confiscating surplus buildings, plow animals and fa rm tools, levying higher 
taxes and demanding a part of their cash as donatio ns has been enforced. 
Anything beyond such limit is a tendency to destroy  the rich peasants , which 
is improper in the current stage of the revolution.  Only for the purpose of 
facilitating production and with the consent of the  rich peasants may buildings 
be exchanged.  

(2) After the correct solution of the land issue, w hen the inferior land 
allocated to a rich peasant has been improved into good land, no one may ask 
for its exchange.  

(3) The plow animals, farm tools and buildings acqu ired by the rich peasants 
after the arising, although there may be a surplus,  must not be confiscated 
again or exchanged.  

7.  Rich Peasants' Volunteer Labor  

The rich peasants must perform more volunteer labor  than the workers, 
peasants and poor people for the state and the loca lity, but such volunteer 
labor must be so limited as not to interfere with t heir production.  

There must be a distinction between compelling the rich peasants to perform 
volunteer labor and compelling the landlords to do so. All the able-bodies 
among the landlords must be organised into the labo r team for training and 
participation in the state and local labor work, th us reforming their class 
essence in the process of labor and eliminating the  landlord class. The rich 
peasants must perform more volunteer labor than the  workers, peasants and poor 
people, but they must not be ordered to perform unl imited volunteer labor 
similar to the landlord so as to hinder their produ ction.  Therefore, where the 
rich peasants and the landlords are organized into one labor team, in the busy 
farming season, when the rich peasants have no surp lus labor power nor the 
means to compensate for the lack, it is wrong to ma ke-them perform long-term 
volunteer labor severed from production.  Where pro duction is not hindered, 
where.the rich peasants have surplus labor power, o r where there are means of 
compensating for the lack, this provision does not apply.  
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8. Bankrupt Landlords  

Landlords who lost all, or the greater part, of the ir land or assets used for 
exploitation before the uprising, but who still per formed no labor, relying on 
fraud, plunder, or the help of relatives and friend s for their main source of 
income are called bankrupt landlords. The bankrupt landlords are still a part 
of the landlord class and may not be allocated land .  

However, those landlords who, after bankruptcy, rel ied on their own labor for 
the main source of their income for 1 year or more must have their 
classification changed. They have the right to land  allocations.  

Those landlords who, after bankruptcy, relied on th eir own labor for one-third 
of their annual living expenses may be treated as r ich peasants.  

Calling partially bankrupt landlords bankrupt landl ords is incorrect, because 
they still possessed a part of their assets to be u sed for exploitation. Only 
the amount of their exploitation income had changed .  

Calling bankrupt those landlords who performed majo r labor for 1 full year or 
more after bankruptcy is even more incorrect, becau se, after having performed 
major labor for 1 full year (before the uprising), an individual changed from a 
landlord to a worker, poor man, or peasant.  

To treat those landlords who performed partial labo r after bankruptcy still as 
landlords is also incorrect, because, if such labor  was sufficient to supply 
one-third of their annual living expenses, they sho uld be treated as rich 
peasants.  

9. Poor People  

Except the workers, peasants, independent producers  and those following 
freelance occupations, all those depending on their  labor to pursue one or more 
occupations, relying mainly on their own labor to m ake a living, or operating 
their own business with a small capital for the min imum living, are called poor 
people. The unemployed poor in the villages and sma ll towns must be allocated 
land.  The urban poor having no houses must be allo cated the houses of the 
landlords.  

The urban poor constitute a large portion of the po pulation. A part of them 
are also found in the rural villages and small town s. Their occupations are 
complex. The occupation of some individuals changes  with the season and is 
indefinite.  Their life is very difficult. Their in come often cannot meet 
expenses.  

Poor people operating their own business with a sma ll capital are peddlers.  
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Physicians, teachers, lawyers, news reporters, auth ors and artists who did not 
exploit others are" people who follow free-lance oc cupations.  

10.  Intellectuals  

(1) The intellectuals, by themselves, do not consti tute a class.  Their class 
classifications are determined according to the cla ss they belong to.  

(2)  Provided they observe the laws of the Soviet, all landlord and bourgeois 
intellectuals must be fully utilized for service to  the Soviet.  

(3)  Intellectuals who performed non-exploiting wor k, such as teachers, 
editors, news reporters, service personnel, authors  and artists, are mental 
laborers.  They must receive the protection of the laws of the Soviet.  

(1)  The unconditional rejection of intellectuals i n many areas recently is 
incorrect. Utilizing the landlord and bourgeois int ellectuals to serve the 
Soviet is beneficial to the Soviet revolutionary po licy.  During the time when 
they serve the Soviet, means must be found to solve  their living problems.  

(2) The class classification, of an intellectual is  determined by the class to 
which he belongs.  For instance,  an intellectual w ith a landlord background is 
a landlord.  One with a rich peasant background is a rich peasant. One with a 
middle peasant background is a middle peasant.  It is incorrect to regard the 
intellectuals as a class by themselves.  It is even  more incorrect to consider 
peasant children who have attended school (the so-c alled "graduates") as 
undesirables.  

(3)  It is also wrong to regard the work of teacher s as non-labor. 

11. Lumpen Proletariats  

Workers, peasants and others who, immediately befor e the uprising, lost their 
jobs or land as a result of oppression and exploita tion by the landlords and 
bourgeoisie and relied on improper means for the ma in source of their 
livelihood continuously for 3 years or more are cal led lumpen proletariat 
(customarily known as vagrants).  

The policy of the Soviet on the lumpen proletariat is to win the masses and 
oppose the leaders and those who depended on the ex ploiting class and actively 
participated in the counterrevolution. The main mea ns to win the lumpen 
proletariat masses is to make them return to produc tion, to allocate land and 
jobs to them similar to the revolutionary people in  general, and to give them 
voting rights. Nevertheless, in order to receive la nd allocations, they must 
live in the rural village and have the ability to f arm.  
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Attention must be given to the following  

(1)  The "improper means as the main source of live lihood" indicate such 
improper occupations as stealing, robbing, swindlin g, begging, gambling and 
prostitution.  It is incorrect to refer to all thos e who were employed or semi-
employed but spent a part of their time on. imprope r occupations (not as the 
main source of their livelihood) as vagrants.  It i s even more incorrect to 
refer to the workers, peasants .and poor people who  once had undesirable habits 
(such as visiting prostitutes, gambling, smoking op ium, etc.) as vagrants.  

(2)  In some areas, the lumpen proletariat leaders (vagrant chiefs) who 
actively participated in the counterrevolution are not only not punished, but 
allocated land. This is wrong.  Other areas refuse the demand of the general 
lumpen proletariat for land allocations. This is al so wrong.  

12.  Professional Religionists  

All those who followed the occupation of religious superstition for 3 full 
years (immediately before the uprising), including ministers, Catholic fathers, 
monks, Taoist priests, vegetarians, geomancers, for tune-tellers and diviners, 
are professional religionists. Professional religio nists have no voting right 
and may not receive land allocations.  

All those who followed the occupation of religious superstition but did not 
depend on it as the main source of their livelihood , and all those who depended 
on it as the main source of their livelihood for le ss than 3 years, must not be 
called professional religionists. They must be trea ted according to their 
proper classifications.  They must not be all depri ved of their voting right or 
withheld land allocations.  In other words, all tho se practicing religious 
superstition as a sideline, or as their main occupa tion for less than 3 years, 
who were mainly workers, peasants, or poor people, they must retain their 
voting rights and those residing in.the rural villa ge must receive land 
allocations. This provision naturally applies to th eir family members as well 
.as themselves.  It is incorrect to refer to monks,  Taoist priests, geomancers 
and fortune-tellers as vagrants.  

13. Red Army Soldiers With Landlord or Rich Peasant  Background and Land 
Allocation  

Under the condition of firmly waging war in the int erest of the workers and 
peasants, Red Army members of landlord or rich peas ant background, they, 
whether officers or soldiers and their family membe rs have the right to receive 
land allocations.  

(1) Article 1 of the Regulations on the Preferentia l Treatment of Red Army 
Members states:  "In regard to all the Red Army sol diers whose families reside 
in Soviet areas, the soldiers themselves and their family members must all 
receive equal allocations of land, houses, woods an d ponds similar  
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to the local impoverished peasants." Here, all Red Army soldiers are included. 
Nevertheless, recently, some areas only looked into  the social background, 
without regard, of the political manifestations and repossessed the ' land already 
allocated to Red Army soldiers. This was incorrect.  

(2)  "Family members of Red Army soldiers" include the father, mother, wife, 
sons, daughters and younger brothers and sisters un der 16 years of age. Wo one 
else may enjoy this privilege.  

(3)  In regard to Red Army soldiers of landlord or rich peasant background, if 
they are expelled from the army, their land may be repossessed.  

14. Workers Who Belong to Rich Peasant or Landlord Families  

Where a worker belongs to a rich peasant or .landlo rd family, the classification 
of the worker himself and his wife is unchanged.  W hether he should receive land 
allocation depends on whether he is in the village or the city and handled 
accordingly.  Other members of his family are handl ed as landlord or rich 
peasants.  

(1)  In a landlord or rich peasant family, anyone s elling his labor for 1 full 
year or more immediately prior to the uprising is r ecognized as a worker. He and 
his wife are treated as workers. His part of the fa mily assets is not 
confiscated.  If he and his wife reside in the vill age, they will receive land 
allocations, but no such allocation will be made if  they reside in the city. 
Where the individual himself resides in the city wh ile his wife resides in the 
village, 'he will not be allocated land, while his wife will be. Other members of 
the family are handled as landlord or rich peasants  and may not enjoy the rights 
of workers.  Should there be members of other class ifications in the family, they 
are handled according to such classifications.  (Fo r instance, if someone in the 
family residing in the village relied on rent colle ction and loans as the main 
source of his livelihood for 3 full years or more* he is a landlord.  Someone who 
had been selling his labor for 1 full year or more is a worker.  Someone who had 
been operating his small handicraft store in a town ship for 1 full year or more 
is an independent producer.  Their classifications are determined according to 
the source of their livelihood within a certain per iod of time,,and their 
treatment under the soviet laws is determined accor ding to their classifications) 
.  

(2)  The rural workers, independent producers, elem entary school teachers and 
physicians who owned small parcels of land and rent ed them out because they had 
to go elsewhere to make a living, being unable to d o so in their home village, 
but did not rely on the rental income as the main s ource of their livelihood, 
will receive land allocations similar to the peasan ts in general. They must not 
be regarded as landlords.  

15. The Class Classification of Landlords, Rich Pea sants, or Capitalists 
Marrying Workers and Peasants  
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(1)  The act of marriage does not change the class classification.  

(2)  The class classifications of landlord, rich pe asants; or capitalists 
marrying workers, peasants, or poor people are dete rmined by whether the 
marriage occurred before or after the uprising, the  original class classi-
fications and the living conditions after marriage.  

(3)  In regard to those who married before the upri sing: Women of landlord, rich 
peasant, or capitalist families who married workers , peasants , or poor people and 
performed labor for 1 full year or more are recogni zed as peasants or poor 
people. Those who did not perform labor, or who per formed labor for less than a 
full year, will retain their original classi- ' fic ation without change. Women.of 
worker, peasant, or. poor people families who marri ed landlords, rich peasants, 
or capitalists are only classified as landlords, ri ch peasants, or capitalists if 
they lived the same kind of life as the landlords, rich peasants, or capitalists 
for 5 full years.  If they did not live the same ki nd of life as the landlords, 
rich peasants 9 or capitalists, but lived the life of workers, pea sants, or poor 
people (relying on their own labor as the main sour ce of their livelihood), or if 
they lived the same kind of life as the landlords, r,ich peasants, or capitalists 
for less than 5 years, their original classificatio ns are unchanged.  

(4)  In regard to those who married after the upris ing:..The classifications of 
women of worker, peasant, or poor people families m arrying landlords, rich 
peasants, or capitalists are unchanged.  In case of  women of landlord, . rich 
peasant, or capitalist families marrying workers, p easants, or poor people, they 
must have performed labor for 5 full years before t hey are recognized as workers, 
peasants, or poor people.  If they performed no lab or, or performed labor for 
less than 5 full years, their original classifi-^ c ations will remain unchanged.  

(5) Regardless of the time of marriage and the clas sifications of the 
parents, the classification of the children follows  that of the father.  

(6) The enjoyment of land and public rights depends  on. the classification.  

(7)  Women of landlord, rich peasant, or capitalist  families marrying -workers, 
peasants, or poor people may not be organized into the labor team. Where the 
cash dowry was under 50 yuan, they may not be fined  or assessed donations.  

(8)  In case of worker, peasant, or poor people dau ghters sold as child-brides to 
landlords, rich peasants, or capitalists, or in cas e of worker, peasant, or poor 
people families acquiring a husband into the family  for their daughter from the 
landlord, rich peasant, or capitalist families, or vice versa, prior to the 
uprising, the provisions contained in (1) to (7) ab ove are applicable to the 
classification and treatment of the children sold a nd the husbands acquired.  
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(9) Where, before the uprising, the workers, peasan ts, or poor people gave their 
sons to the landlords, rich peasants, or capitalist s as heirs, or vice versa, 
regardless of the age of the children at the time o f transfer, the classification 
of those children under 10 years of age will remain  unchanged. From age 10 on, 
where the sons of workers, peasants, or poor people  were given to the landlords, 
rich peasants, or capitalists, if such children liv ed the same kind of life as 
their foster parents for 5 full years, their classi fications are the same as the 
foster parents.  If their way of living was not the  same as their foster parents, 
but the same as their natural parents, their origin al classifications are not 
changed. Where the sons of landlords, rich peasants , or capitalists were given to 
workers, peasants, or poor people as heirs, if they  lived the same kind of life as 
their foster parents for 3 full years, their classi fications are the same as the 
foster parents.  If their way of living was not the  same as their foster parents, 
but the same as their natural parents, their origin al classifications .are 
.unchanged.  

"Labor" in the foregoing provisions includes househ old labor. 

16.  Landlords and Rich Peasants Who Were Also Merc hants  

(1)  In case of landlords who were also merchants, their land and their 
buildings and assets adjacent to the land are confi scated. Their business and 
their stores, residences and assets adjacent to the  business are not 
confiscated.  

(2)  In case of rich peasants who were also merchan ts, their land and their 
buildings and assets'adjacent to the land are handl ed'according to the rich 
peasant classification.  Their business and their s tores, residences and assets 
adjacent to the business are not confiscated.  

(3) The fines and donations of 1 landlords and rich peasants who -were also 
merchants are limited to the landlord and rich peas ant portion of their assets, 
and must not include the business portion.  

(4) Merchants are not organized into the labor team . 17.  

Managing the Public Hall  

Managing the public hall was a kind of exploitation , but managing by the 
landlords, rich peasants, or capitalists must be di stinguished from managing by 
the workers, peasants, or poor people.  

Managing the public hall refers to managing the lan d and assets of all kinds of 
ancestral halls, temples, or associations.  Undoubt edly, managing the public hall 
was a kind of exploitation, especially in case of t he landlords and rich peasants 
who provided public halls and concentrated large am ounts of land and assets, 
making it one of the main forms of exploitation. Th e fact that a few individuals 
controlled a public hall and collected large sums o f exploitation is a factor in 
determining the class classification of the manager s. Nevertheless, the fact that 
some small public halls were managed by the worker,  peasant, or poor people masses 
by rotation, and the amount of  
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exploitation was very small will not serve as a fac tor in determining the class 
classification of the managers.  It is incorrect to  regard all those who managed 
the public hall as landlords, rich peasants, or cap italists.  

18.  The Living Problem of Some Work Personnel  

Where the work personnel of the soviet organs or ot her revolutionary organi-
zations have not been allocated land and experience  difficulty in their 
livelihood, they and the members of their families may be allocated a suitable 
amount of land, or have their difficulties solved b y some other means.  

In regard to the livelihood of the Soviet work pers onnel in general who have 
been allocated land, the Central Government has iss ued an order to solve their 
difficulties (by activating the masses to cultivate  their land). The provision 
here refers to the personnel who have not been allo cated land. Family members 
include father, mother, wife, sons, daughters and y ounger brothers and sisters 
under 16 years of age.  

19.  Public Enterprise Land  

In regard to land division in new areas and redivis ion of land uncovered in the 
old areas, a suitable amount of land must be reserv ed for public enterprises 
such as bridges, ferries, tea pavilions and agricul tural experimental farms.  

In regard to the funds to maintain the public enter prises, sueh. as bridge 
repair, ferry boat repair, wages for the boatmen an d tea pavilion repair and 
installation, a suitable amount of land must be res erved and the masses 
activated to cultivate it.  In addition, the countr y, district and township 
Soviets must reserve some land in a suitable locati on near the government organs 
for agricultural experimental farms.  (The pounty s oviet may reserve 50 to 150 
tan, the district soviet 15 to 25 tan, and the town ship soviet 5 to 10 tan.) 
Before the agricultural experimental farm is starte d, the land may be leased to 
the peasants for cultivation at a nominal rental.  

20.  Debts  

(1)  Where landlords, rich peasants, or capitalists  loaned money or articles-to 
the workers, peasants, or poor people before the up rising, except for goods 
received from the stores, the principal and interes t are both cancelled.  Where 
workers, peasants, or poor people deposited money o r articles with the 
landlords, rich peasants, or capitalists, the princ ipal and interest must be 
paid according to the actual figures.  

(2)  Those who relied exclusively or mostly on expl oitation by high interest 
loans for the main source of the livelihood of the household are called usurers.  
The usurers are handled in the same manner as landl ords.  
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(3) Provided the Provisional Loan Law promulgated b y the Central Government 
is not violated, debts incurred after the uprising must be repaid.  

Those who were guilty of exploitation by high inter est loans (in all areas . 
controlled by the Kuomintang, whether urban or'rura l, the great majority of the 
debts are exploitation by high interest loans) but who did not rely exclusively 
or mostly on such loans for the main source of the livelihood of the household 
cannot be called usurers and the policy of total co nfiscation does not apply.  
They must be handled individually according to thei r classifications.  It is" 
incorrect to classify all those guilty of exploitat ion by high interest loans as 
"usurers."  In regard to those who loaned and borro wed money at the same time, 
their "credit" and "debit" must be offset and the n ature and extent of the 
balance studied.  Then, by adding such balance to h is other exploitations, his 
classification is determined.  

• Mad Tse-tung, Chairman of the Executive  

Committee of the Soviet Republic of China  

Hsiang Ying, Vice Chairman Chang Kuo-t'ao, Vice Cha irman 10 October 

1933  

0 "Central Government Decision on Certain Issues in the Land Struggle" 
(mimeographed), 10 October 1933  

*  "Collection of Red Bandit Reactionary Documents, " Vol 3, 1935  

6080  
CSO: 4005  
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RESOLUTION ON THE REPROMULGATION OF THE LABOR LAW 15 

October 1933  

[Text]  According to experience gained after 18 mon ths of implementing the Labor 
Law promulgated 1 December 1931, some provisions of  the Labor Law were out of 
keeping with actual conditions in the Soviet Area a nd the Law did not provide for 
measures to accommodate the middle and poor peasant s and handicraft workers who 
employ auxiliary labor. As a result, there were dif ficulties in enforcing the 
Law. Moreover, the Law did not provide for many oth er practical matters. Yet, 
these matters urgently needed to be included in the  provisions of the Law. With 
a view to improving the interests of the workers, c onsolidating the worker-
peasant alliance and developing the economy of the Soviet Area, the Central 
Executive Committee organized in April 1933 a Labor  Law Drafting Committee to 
redraft a labor law.  For the past 5 months, throug h discussions of a new draft 
labor law by worker-peasant masses in various place s, numerous opinions were 
mustered.  In accordance with the draft labor law a nd the opinions gathered from 
various places, the Central Executive Committee exa mined the draft and made 
amendments.  Now it is especially resolved that  

(1)  The articles of the Labor Law be adopted, prom ulgated and put into effect as 
from 15 October 1933.  

(2) After the new Labor Law is promulgated, the Lab or Law that went into 
effect 1 December 1931 be declared null and void. A ll other decrees con-
cerning the labor problem that contradict the provi sions of the new Labor 
Law shall also be without legal force.  

(5)  Detailed formalities to enforce the provisions  of the new Labor Law be 
promulgated by order of the People's Council and th e Central Department of the 
People's Commissioner of Labor.  

(4) Any amendments to this Labor Law be made by ord er of the Central Executive 
Committee.  

(5) This Labor Law take effect within the territory  of the Chinese Soviet 
Republic.  
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(6) All persons who violate the provisions of this Labor Law be punished in 
accordance with the provisions of the Regulations G overning Punishments for 
Violating the Labor Law promulgated by the Central Executive Committee 15 
October 1933.  

Mao Tse-tung, Chairman of the Central 
Executive Committee of the Soviet 
Republic of China  

Hsiang Ying, Vice Chairman Chang Kuo-t Tao, Vice Chairman 15 October 

1933  
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LABOR LAW OF THE CHINESE SOVIET REPUBLIC  

15 October 1933  

[Text] Chapter I. . General Principles  

Article 1. This Labor Law is applicable to all hire d workers and binding on all 
enterprises, organs, business establishments (no ma tter whether state-owned, 
owned collectively by several organizations, privat ely-owned, or people who hire 
workers to work in their households) and individual s who use the labor of others 
and remunerate them with goods or money.  

(Note 1) Middle peasants, poor peasants, small boat  owners, small handicraft 
workers and handicraft producers' cooperatives who employ auxiliary labor force 
may, with the concurrence of the workers and their labor unions, be exempt from 
the restrictions of certain provisions of this Labo r Law. Special decrees 
governing them shall be drawn up separately by the Central Executive Committee.  

(Note 2)  In the event of something special happeni ng (as when there is a 
shortage of labor force in famine or disaster preve ntion or in war), the 
Central People Ts Council may, with the concurrence of the All-Chin a Federation 
of Labor, promulgate special decrees to dispense wi th the application of this 
Law within a certain time limit.  

Workers and labor unions have the right to press fo r revocation of the above 
two exceptions or for shortening of the time limit.  

Article 2. This Law is not applicable to officers a nd men in active service of 
the Army, Navy and Air Force of the Chinese Soviet Republic.  

Article 3. With regard to agricultural workers, sea sonal laborers, rural 
handicraft workers, coolies, domestic servants and other workers with extra-
ordinary working conditions, in addition to those p rovisions of this Law which 
are applicable to them, the Central Executive Commi ttee shall, in accordance 
with the working conditions of these workers, separ ately formulate supplementary 
decrees to provide special protection to these work ers.  
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Article 4. All formal or informal collective agreem ents and labor contracts 
shall be considered invalid in case that their term s are worse than those 
prescribed in this Law.  

Chapter II. Procedure of Employing and Obtaining th e Labor of Others  

Article 5. All individuals residing within the terr itory of the Chinese Soviet 
Republic and all enterprises, organs and business e stablishments who wish to 
obtain the labor of others through employing them a nd putting them to work, 
apart from the exceptions stipulated in Article 10 of this Law, shall apply to 
an organ (labor office) affiliated to the Departmen t of Labor for 
recommendations.  In the event that such offices ha ve not been established by 
the Department of Labor of the local government, th ey should apply to the labor 
union for recommendations.  

Article 6. All persons looking for work should go a nd register at a labor 
office affiliated with the Department of Labor, ent ering their names in the 
register of unemployed workers.  In the event that labor offices have not been 
established by the department of labor of the local  government, they should go 
and register at the local labor union.  

Article 7.  The recruiting of workers and staff thr ough private placement 
agencies or employment agencies or commissioning fo remen to recruit them and 
the private hiring of workers by compradors or any individuals shall be 
prohibited without distinction. Requiring people to  pay money or goods as a 
reward for finding employment for them or deducting  money from their wages for 
such a purpose shall also be prohibited.  

Article 8. All enterprises, organs, business establ ishments and private 
employers who want to take workers into employment shall apply to labor 
offices for recommendations according to the follow ing procedure:  

(a)  A list containing the various qualifications o f the labor force needed 
shall be drawn up and submitted together with the a pplications for recommen-
dations in the name of the management of that enter prise or organ or the   '. 
private employer or his agent to the labor office o f the competent authorities.  

(b)  If, among those people registered with the lab or office, some have 
qualifications required in the preceding clause, th ey will be recommended for 
the jobs in accordance with the bylaws of the labor  office.  

(c) No matter whether he rejects or accepts the peo ple allocated the jobs, the 
employer shall notify the labor office of the compe tent authorities in 
accordance with the regulations laid down by the De partment of Labor.  

Article 9.  The employer shall assume full responsi bility in the event of any 
of the following things happening.  
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