Conclusion

It is no longer possible to dispute that the Cultural Revolu-
tion really was a revolution. It was led by Mao Tse-tung
and a few of his close associates who were convinced that
the Party could not be regenerated without action by the
people.

The movement thus called into being was so strong that
it almost became another revolution, sweeping away the
Communist Party. From January to September 1967 revo-
lutionary detachments overturned the policies of the peo-
ple in power. Ambitions arose to seize control of the revo-
lution. Passions went beyond the level the leaders had
encouraged in their desire to arouse the masses. At any
rate, in the cities the sudden surge of interest in politics
won for a time complete freedom of the press, of associa-
tion, and of the right to run one’s own place of work.

The Centre achieved the victory of the Party spirit over
anarchic tendencies, and in this operation the army played
an indispensable part. So many new political positions did
the army control as a result of this that there were fears
of a military regime. But there was a special relationship
between the Chinese Communist Party and the People’s
Liberation Army.

The slogan that ‘the working class should lead the way
in everything’ ensured that the army would have to hand
over to others all the responsibilities that were not its own.
But it proved easier to decentralize the state than to es-
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tablish control over the political power that had to be

‘centralized. The Cultural Revolution had been launched

to bring about control through the Mass Line. In the last

‘resort, the continued existence of the people’s organiza-
| ions was more important than the revolutionary com-
| mittees.

Few revolutionary organizations were disbanded. In

 order that the reformed Party should have the popular

critics it deserved, Mao Tse-tung went to great trouble to
keep political enthusiasm alive wherever it had developed.
For a long time the main difficulty had been to stimulate

b the activity needed to awaken political consciousness, while
 saving the revolutionaries from their besetting temptation

to exploit the revolution for their own pleasure. ‘It is too

. easy,’ Chiang Ch’ing had said. ‘When you want to bite a
. peach, you take a mouthful. But if you eat it all you lose

it.” The leaders of the revolution were trying at the same

| time to give the Chinese the taste for peaches and to keep

all the fruit on the tree.
The outbreaks of violence reported in the Western press
often obscured the efforts that the revolution’s propaganda

| made to urge the masses not to lose interest too quickly.

The leaders’ concern was to draw as many as possible

 into the struggle from which a new alliance was to be
~born. We saw it explained in these terms above:

Alliance and unity pass through struggle to division,
and a new alliance is formed on the basis of the Thought
of Mao Tse-tung. Such is the dialectic of the Cultural
Revolution.
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political science

.. The Chinese Cultural Revolution
- Jean Esmein ’
Translated from the French by W.J.F. Jenner

This lucid analysis is an attempt to determine whether
" or not there was, ‘in fact, a “revolution” in Communist
China in the late 1960's.

In order to clarify the overwhelming complexity of this
era, Jean Esmein presents separately each participating
group involved: the workers, the students, the soldiers. All
based on first-harid observation and a thorough knowledge
of China and Chinese history, what emerges from this
amazing study is an informed, vivid account of Mao's
famous Cultural Revolution.

Mr. Esmein concludes that a real revolution did take
place, essentially because of Mao’s great confidence in
~--the masses. But, as is emphasized throughout the book,
‘Mao’s most difficult task was to check the power of the
masses while spurring them on to action.

This is an exceptional work because it is an eye-witness
account, supplemented by research of the unofficial press
that flourished in China during the period.

The London Times Literary Supplement called The
Chinese Cultural Revolution “one of the two western books
on the subject that can be recommended.” ORBn
| VEN

209
Cover Design by Fred Troller Q %
Cover Photograph Courtesy UPI o(/BLEO ,

A Doubleday Anchor Original 15BN: 0-385-05098-4 -




