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A CURTAIN QF [GNOURANCE

¥n ihis 'oook thae suther of The Wal
Has Two Sides exposes the errors and
falee pradictions whish, ha maintaing,
have been glven to the American
peaple and hava serlously distarted
thelr picture of Communist China.

Clting chapta: and verag from
publicationa of all kinds, Including
gye-witness raporis of journallets and
gxperts from other cquntries who have
hed mors opporiunity than Amearicans
o 9ea China—and alae including his
own first-hand obearvations from thras
racent visits thera—hir Groana nas
cempiled a scorching Indictment of
e AmeTican press and st-talled
Chine axperts.

He analy=es the rala af tha China
lokby, the myths of Chiang Kal-shek
sympathizars, the facts behind the
China-Tibet eplsode and the China-
ndia bordar disputs, as well as
exploding the wishful thinking pahind
the Amerlcan |daa that the Chinesa
are starving or inravalt, and thalr
supposition that the Communist
Togima will bne day ‘pass Ewey .

Mr Greane has written a baok of first
imponiance o ihe West, for Ameriean
misconceptions could lsad to & third
warld war or at laast to America’s
peliticel isclation. A Curiain of
jgnorance |s written with ylgorous and
witty conyiction, and is certain to
provoks controversy on hoth sides of
the Atlantic.
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All refeieuces 1 the text to other hooks aie 1o
Hie Anienican edetions. Awakened Clisag by Felix
Greene s published by Jonathan Cape Ltd under
the fitle of The Wall Hus ‘Twa Sides.

AUTHCR'S NOTE

WHencvcr I am asked what nationality I am, ] fnd myself hesi-
tating breause nothing 1 can say would be really teve,

I was Dot and edudated in England—formally cdocated, that
is. My education ahout the medern world we live in began after
I left Cambridge and came to this country where for nearly taa
years (it was curing the Depression) I diove trcks, picked fruit,
and for a few painful months I tried to hecome inturested in the
advertising business, I then went back to Eugland where 1 wm
for Parliament {and was soundly brounced) and joined the B.0.C.
1 did not live in America again entil I retuened to Now York to
head the B.B.C. office there, which T did for five years.

Since those far-off daps T bave dived most of the e {n the
1.4, but finding all kinds of good reasens for returming o Britain
at least once a year. Technically, [ an still British, [ traveled to
China on both my visits on a British passport and could mot
heve gone on an American. When T add it all up I find, how-
over, that I bave now lived abnost halb my life in Amcrica; oy
wite is Asmetican, my home is hete, my child goes to school bere,
I am tied to Amedca (as | am to Britain) by countless affection-
ate sssociations of fiendship and work. 5o wlat am I?

'his tather rambling petsona! note is nevessary ta expliin what
wmight otherwise apper purdling—why, thongh formally Batesh,
have written this book s if [ were an Ametican, T wiote it His way




i ATTOCY'S morm

berausc the beok is abowt Amurica and becawse T Fodd so much
4 membzr of the family at T canane bring myself ta write about
thiy comutry oz if | were merely i visibng Inoking in,

The batly dx that [ can pever 1link of mys:-:]f as exchygivcly
either American o: British, 1 am both. I in a more {':n[[ghlene-q,‘]
pesiccl & dual Auglu-American citizenslip is evalved for those in
my predicament, ¥ will be Gest in line 4o clum ot [ssport—
foe 4wt s what 1 really a.

FORTWORD

This ok proposes to challengs the accumey of some of the e
ports abeud Comtmmist Ching eonveyed to the Ameican penple
by the press, the experts, and by public oficials.

Mosl people i the United Slates—cenainly Hhe majority onder
thirty—if they have relied on our press for their information about
China, can have come to cnly ane conclusion: that Chins's back-
wardness, her shovtage of food, and what is thought of as the
prevailing misery of her people, are doe o the Communists; that
thizing the civil war in China evil men thoew out the good men;
and that though the good men were defented anel are pow in
exile, it is America’s moral obligation to suppart them apainst the
mithless ond aggressive tyromts who have reduoced the Cluese
masses Lo unspeakable mdignities and suflering.

1Taving leen twite to Chipa in tecent waaes, 1 believe this iy
not & true pietare? It is not the picture aceephed by otlers 10 the
Western world who have had 4 far closer and more conbnuous
contact with Communist Ching thao we hive bad, [t i5 a con-
cept tlat T Delieve the best tellisence oo gwn counley
koaws is wat troe, And pet this picture governs our actions. In
many sgaifcint ways woe arc besog watfondd polwdics on a can-
eupk of China that is uneoal.

LSimze tliy was written, 1 retunned ko Ching for 3 thied visit, S “Fombicrippt
e Deking,”
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To say that those who control oue press, the specialists and
the politiciaus lave misinformed the poblic in yegued to events
in Ching, is a very prave charge. In this book T propose to give
what T believe to be cvidence in support of this charge. It does
no jmnply that these men have combined in anv comseions cone
spiracy. It does not imply that they are distoyal or unpateiotie.
But it does imply in an arey where great passions are aroused, those
responsthle for providing ressonably authentic information have
feiled in ibeir duty, On an isne which #volves our futee se-
curily, awr lives, cur commerce, onr mtionsl honor, the Amcr-
¢in people have heen misled,

This is not 2 new phenprenon in our history.

In 1g2e Mr. Waller Lippmann and Mr Charles Meorz sub-
mitted the news fhat seaden of the New Yok Timer were e
ceiving abuat events in Rosia to a very detailed serutiny. {They
chwsc the New York Thnes uy being mne of the besk DEWSHIPEEs
in the United States.) Their conclusion was that aa far a5 pro-
fessional jourmalism was concered the reparting of the Russian
Revolotion was “nothing short of a disaster.” They thought that
on the esseatial questions the net effect of the reporting was “al-
mast alvays migleading, and mideading news is worse than none
atall . e

This hook will exumine the reporting eud interprotabion of
events m Ching vwir a muoch longer pedod. The sonclusions
renched ere precisely the same,

Mr. Williaa Loderer has called this country “A Nakign of
Sheap.” 1 reject this title az 2 slander. T know of no véher conntry
with a5 high a pportion of intelligent aul conremed citizens us
the United States. The Auwrican people are basicully generons,
genuingly wanting lo find their way through the juzards that besel
ther in the world in as decent 2 way a5 possiblo, The peaple af
Ameriea Juve tosponded to wodd events in 2 perfectly rational

27A Tet of the MNews,” o applenent b the New Repoblic, Aupust 4,
133,
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and prodiclable way given the mfrrmafion with whick they e
been provided. Certainly in rogard to China we arg not a nation
of shevp, but & nation that by beew profoaudly misnformed.

The cirowmstanee which wopelled me to write this book can
easily be duscribed. 1 am une of the very few Ameticau-hased
enrrespondents who have heen to China during the past fourkeen
years, I am the enly voc whoe has been ther twive. (Sioce this
was wrilten T have been for {he third time.) 1 went te China
first in 1957, As a comespondent T had kept myself—or T thoughe
I had—reasonably well informed of developments throughout the
world. | first went to Ching carying with me all the asstnptions
tat any careful reader of the Ameriran press would have carmied,
T went expecting to find o contbey of vast squalor and diseasc; 1
prepurad myself to seo a peoplc embittered nud resentful, living
under the rigid cocvclons of 8 police state. I exwected bo sec fear
as 1 had seen §t in Mussia and in 1itler's Cermany, This was
the countey I expected, bot it wos oot the country T found, The
ditcrepancy hebwesn what T had hecn led to expect and what I
e was bewildering and shocking. B

I wenl Lo Cling again for a much longer visit in 1960, Betwesn
these twe wisits great changes were tfuking place m China, Knowing
I was returning, I read carefully every account I could find of the
comuming development and the “geeat leap forward” 1 read Mr.
Juoscph C. Hamch's geaphic accounts of the commencs {vritten
for The Christianr Seienee Montori—"the greatest wass sacrifice
of human heritage, human comfart and haman cifert in all baoe”
I read about the backs foto which He prasants were heing
herded. T 1end about the children being tom from their mothers”
arms, 1 veadl blr. I, 1L Shacktond's articles writhen for the Senipps-
{Yerward mewspapers entitled “Chiain Gang Empire--the “fitst -
rous effort in histary ko prk a whole nation an what amonets ko a
prizen chain gang” In Life 1 saw artists’ doowings of buming
villages and weeping wothers, After wy experience of 1457 T read
these pocounts with cauticn and shepticism, but T was nevertheless
inllvenced by them.

[ returned b China in 198c with snxichy az to the now devel
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opments which I woeuld find there. And agnin [ experienced the
same bewildeonent and shodk ot frding a country so greathy in
contrask tn what T expocted. T traveled widely Huonph China,
thovsands of miles. T sew we bwmoks, and found no Westerner
whe had; T could sec oo evidence Huat cheldeen faid been tom
from their mothers’ arms; and T leasued that the foreign embassics
in Peking had no belicf in these stodes eithern 1 found that in al}
significant respects, the accounts of the commune devclopment
appearing in the Amevicon press had beon misleading. During the
five months I lived in China, funerican newspapers were sent to
we. It was a cuvdonsly distaring expericnies to wad Teports, cvon
in some of our most responsibile press, that seemed o bear zo
Tittle telatienship to e countiy T oway in aod the prople 1 was
WIAVILE WITHONE.

In the fouckeen yeas since the Chinese Cammunists assumed
power, counbless ugths about events in China hove been im-
platted ine the public’s mind. This book has required a long and
mettenlous examination of ness reponts, editorials, svalyses, com-
mentanes, magaxine asticles, and books, Literally thovsands of
iterms have heen read and classified. And et T cannot olain that
this is an exhanstive book, It is only @ beginning. The sheer volume
of material prevents thoteugh analysis in a single volume, So here
I have dealt with only a handfid of instances and cxamplus,

I do nat clim that my fodings are completely Free of emor,
though the checking has hoon careful. Some teaders may consider
that [ have overstated my conclusion; atliess with more infonnation
ny think that T could have presented my wiwe more cfcotively.
Whiatever it faflings, T hope Ihat this book will succeed in es-
tablishing at leazt a proma facie crse that repotting and expertise
on China in this country has boer an o deptombly Jow level.

I wish to make one thing cear It &5 not ihe purpiose of His
book to evdinine the defects or virtues of the present systom in
Cling. That exanyination § have made in another book.? It may
A Awakened Chimg: The Coundry Americore Dot Kuowe {New Yok
Dimsbbedmwy, 1960 ]; palilished i ‘hack cdibion under the Hfle, Ching,

e Crepeiry Apecricanz fre ot Allowed ta Enow (Mew Yurk: Dallandne
Books, 1gfizy.
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apprar be some that I am out to make 2 case bor China-—aad they
woull think this for an olviows reason. As elmost all so-called ine
formation about China in the United States has been adverse, any
grrreetion of infonnating esn very easily be misconstrucd. The
examination of adverse reports may very emily appeat i an atlempt
to presznt Ching in o moee Favarahle light, and [ de oot see hew
thiz impressinn can be avaided. But if soch w inkerpeetation is
placed on this bouk, it would be & wroug terpretalion. My pur
pose b5 ot ko examine Ching but to exomine cunslves; to show
how step-by-step misleading reports have created deeply sct images
i oz minds and esiablished Ormly held convictions that ams cftcn
unrelated bo realibics

Readers of the press in every country must alwayy wodin skep-
tical and viglant, It is certamly not my anbenbion to suggest thak
the Chinse presy iz prsenting a lews distorbed pictuze of the
Louiter] States thaw onr press Lrequenlly presents of China, and we
Lnow hiw ermoncons the stabistical information in Chinese news.
pupecs iz e [though these ercoxs weve often later admitted] Doy
tie Chincsep. The ideas in the minds of the andeary Chinese
aluretet Kfe m America ave wildly inzccurate, Bub we can do nuthing
sbout their iznomnes while we can perhaps do seanelbing about
onr cvtr, IF woe do not we shall remain, in e words of the poet,
“slrangers shouting livs tu cucl other across a ses of jgnorance.”

In txamining reports about Chiva, certain things hecame clear
quitc sonm, One 5 that newspapet wiiters and oxports wie vecy
prone to draw information from each other. They thus form a
kind of gelf-yalidating society, One conscquence of thi: @& that .
single serws story cun quickly b disseoninated sud may soon be
cnme “havd faet™ Decanse of vothing bul sheer vopehtion, 1ree e
amyle, nlliows of Awcricime toddy Lelieve (hat Map Teo-tung is
not anly prepared i engage in a nuclear war, kot would indeed
wilcame ooe beemuse “there would shll he gee million Chincee
left” A thuroogh scarch through the Chinue pross has not e
vealud any speech or comment of this kind hy any Chinese leadcr.
s erigin? A comment by Mashal Tito of Yugoslavia in 1038 at &
fme when Belgrude and Peldug were ongaged in vedsal assaulls

K
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against wach ather, OF severa] Westrn comespondents present ay
the time, anly one apparcutly thotght Tite's remark sufficiently
interesting to repurk. Bot b was quoickly selzed opon and dissem.
inated, The orgiual remark was cmbreidercd and enlarge:d. I
found that before Jong il was being mentioned in literslly hon-
dreds of editorinls and vewspaper articles and i analyses by the
China experts. [t has now beoome unshakably cmbedded i our
over-all thinking abont China.

I had hoped originally to lingt the tange of my exonination to
the year: since the revolotion. But another samprising Fact emirgsd
ai I began to book through the matecial, T all the thausasds of
reparls about Communist China xppeaning in the press there were
verv few references tn conditions in Ching before the rewolution,
[E there was o food shortage or a sethack in induster or a changs
in government policy, those wore (if one was to judge by same of
the presz and spevialints} all new plissemena 1o Clhimg ond there-
fore clearly 2 result of the blonderings or malovalence of the pres-
enl regime. Many of the correspondents who bave becn wpartiog
mainland China from Hong Kong and the Unibted Skates sinee
1040 had witnessed—and voderstood the canses of—the downfall
of the Kpomintang, Yut it §s an astonishing fact that few eal
attetapts have been made to compare the lot of the Chinese 1oday
with their Jot under Chiang Kaishek, To the Chincse, a comgpari-
sen of fheir standard of Jiving with that iu the far more prosperons
West it obviously maeaningless—the poly thing thal matiers ta
them is whether Fhey are worse ot better off than they were hefore.
Such an gvoidance of comparison with China’s post i itsclf & serk
ous omission, for no understanding of China 15 possible unloss we
see het jn beems of her own historical devclapment,

Finally, I have altesipted {not always with suceces) to keep out
of thiz gecount 4 nate of porsons! indipnation. There i moch to
be indignant about when one sees & people among whom ane bas
made ome’s home and of whom one is fond and prowd, given
misleading ruponts und being denfed aceess to informatisn to
which ther have a right. "Misdleading repurting,” Walke Lippminn
winte, "i5 wonse than no ieporling at all” And T agrce. Some
thing large is at issue Lere—for the relibility of Information is che
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ize un which demoeracy procesds. A democracy will nit long
remain a demacracy if the people are kept in ignoeance, It iy not
a guestion merely of an adjective hem, a caption there—ihat m
itwelf would be of little consequence, Bub musleading repocting
iF it eootioues and (5 consistent ey have a cumulative effect
tiat is disastrous, Jwven small omissions sesl swall disloctions may
topether tesalt in a single lagge untruth that will mislead a whale
mation. And readers of this book will soe that the omissions and
distortions huve nal abways been small,



