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Black Prez
by MIM(Prisons)
November
2008

The biggest lesson we
can take from the Obama
election is that we are surrounded by amerikans
(surprise). And we say that
in the context of amerikans
being nationalists and
members of an oppressor nation (think nazi
Germany or apartheid
Azania).

in
white amerikkka

Over
a decade
ago
Tupac
said we
weren’t
ready
to see a
Black president. Yesterday, amerikans elected one. As we wrote
about previously in an article on
Obama’s candidacy (see ULK4,
p.2), neo-colonialism is nothing
new. Africa has already had half
a century of Black presidents. As
a minority diaspora in the belly of the beast
it is no surprise that it took much longer to
see one in the united $tates. And it should be
no surprise that given such a situation he has
less independence from the imperialists than a
president in a small African nation with little
economic development.

When George W. Bush ran against Kerry
we said, “another day, another imperialist candidate for president.” But we tended to agree
with those saying that a Bush presidency would
help to polarize the world and turn people more
strongly against u$ imperialism. You might arContinued on page 11...

Obama changes nothing, Amerika is still racist
by a California prisoner
October 2008

I would like to expand on some very pivotal
issues, starting with Senator Barrack Obama. I
am 100% not fooled by Obama’s tactics. I’ve
come to see that Mr. Barrack Obama has been
trying to capitalize on his skin color and his
short time in the projects to trick the oppressed
people of this nation into believing he is one of
us. The thing that me and Senator Obama have
in common is our skin color. Barrack Obama
is part of the bourgeois political line. He’s not
for the people, he’s only for using the oppressed
people for his own political gain.
It gets me angry when I hear people say

Amerika is no longer a racist country. They
are quick to use Barrack Obama to justify that
statement, saying they are not racist because
an African Amerikan is running for the White
House. This is what I want to know: if it’s true
that Amerika is no longer racist, why is it that if
Barrack Obama starts talking about the empowerment of oppressed people in this country, he
wouldn’t stand a chance of becoming President?
This country has not changed, it only found better ways to operate its white power structure.
Continued on page 11...
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Barack Obama y la
nación oprimida de
aristocrasia laboral
by a Washington prisoner
October 2008

Ahora que Barack Obama ha asegurado la
nominación del partido Democratico de los Estados Unidos,
es importante que nosotros
informemos nuestra nación
oprimida de jovenes que esta
siendo controlado por las mismas fuerzas que controlan
George Bush, lo cual son corporaciones
multinacionales,
grupos de presión politica y
capital patriarca internacional.
Es aparente que Barack
Obama será el siguiente presidente de los Estados Unidos
considerando la emoción del
pais sobre el y la indispocisión
de la nación de separar John
McCain de George Bush.
Este es el más grande momento decisivo en la historia de
los Estados Unidos, porque Barack Obama tiene el potencial
de transformar la nación oprimida
en este pais en una aristocracia laboral al costo
del Tercer Mundo. Esto fortalecerá el imperialismo Estadounidense y debilitará la revolución
en un sentido porque entre más y más Negros y
Latinos ganan beneficios de la nación opresora,
esas naciones oprimidas estarán menos servicial
para pelear por el proletariado internacional.
Esto a la larga transforma los inmigrantes en el
grupo revolucionario numero uno en este pais y
el grupo más servicial para pelear por el proletariado internacional.
Aunque Negros y Latinos representan la
mayoría de esos encarcelados en carceles y prisiones hoy, verdaderamente creo que el sistema
criminal de injusticia como también la policia
drasticamente incrementarán sus campañas para
encerrar más inmigrantes, y eventualmente los
inmigrantes serán la mayoria de esos encarcelados en el bordo de los Estados.
Por cierto, estamos mirando esta tendencia
desplegarse a como hablamos. Inmigrantes son
el segmento más rapido de crecimiento de los
estados y el sistema federal penitenciario. [Casi
todas las estadisticas sobre encarcelamiento no
Continued on page 12...
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Struggle: responses to ULK4
by a New York prisoner
September 2008

First and foremost, I want to address the
issue of struggle. Brothers and sisters, struggle has been a part of life since the beginning
of time. Struggle is the life of the oppressed
more than the non-oppressed [hence we expect
change to come from the oppressed - editor for
MIM(Prisons)]. Struggle is an element of life
that brings about the strength needed to succeed
beyond life’s boundaries. Struggle is not as bad
as one may perceive; especially when struggle
isn’t fully understood by it’s perceiver. Struggle
gave us the strength to stand and speak against
the conditions of oppression...
Second, my comrade who wrote, “Who’s
talking in code, pig?” You are much older than
me. Please let me share with you what you may
already know. The ignorance of those who formulate task forces for individuals they don’t
understand only shows the fear they choose not
to express verbally, due to pride. This is what J.
Edgar Hoover created COINTELPRO for, because they did not understand that the struggle
of our people numbed the pain away, but, that
same struggle they caused upon us, became the
strength we needed to expose their ignorance.
Many obstacles are placed before us as a test
to succumb or prevail. Frustration at times ensue. Understand, that smiles given to those that
seek our ultimate downfall enrages them to the
point of self-destruction. Their own ignorance
has kept them blind to their own downfall,
which makes it useless to lower your standards
through frustration, for something that we both
know is not on your level. Liberation is a must.
Therefore smile at the captives, for they lack
the understanding of true identity and struggle
- you’re within my thoughts.
My Nevada comrade, you’re energy is truly felt. Educating the masses that have been
misguided for so long is the key to exiting the

You are receiving this newsletter from
the Maoist Internationalist Ministry of Prisons - MIM(Prisons). In 2007, the Maoist
Internationalist Movement took some security hits and has changed its organizing
strategy as a result. One of the significant
changes relates to cell-based organizing.
In September 2007, MIM spun off the prison ministry into an independent cell. The
Maoist Internationalist Ministry of Prisons
or MIM(Prisons) upholds the MIM cardinal
questions and political line. We distribute
MIM Theory and recommend this independent media outlet as well as the MIM web
site at etext.org as sources for correct news
and theoretical analysis. We carry forward
the work of the MIM in the fight against the
criminal injustice system.
The Maoist Internationalist Movement
(MIM) is the collection of existing or emerging Maoist internationalist parties in the
English-speaking imperialist countries and
their English-speaking internal semi-colonies, as well as the existing or emerging
Maoist Internationalist parties in Belgium,

mental wilderness of the oppressed. Continue
with the spirit you have in uplifting the people
through proper education. I commend you and
wish you the best within all your endeavors.
Mental liberation is indeed a must my brother.
MIM(Prisons) adds: We see the power of
ULK in bringing together those who are struggling for justice, who the government has made
every effort to isolate. And we find this comrades thoughts useful in inspiring struggle in
others that is based in recognizing and working
within the conditions we find ourselves. Life is
struggle, and struggle brings change, and that
should be inspiring, especially when we realize that we determine what type of change will
come about.

Patience and strategic confidence in dealing
with the oppressor is another thing this comrade
stresses. On the one hand we should be outraged
by injustice and therefore we will use strong language like in the article cited. But using strong
language to rally the masses around a cause
is not the same as becoming frustrated or acting out violently in anger, which this comrade
rightly discourages. The comrade who wrote the
article has a lawsuit that is part of a long legal
struggle against the CDCR, so s/he is a good
example of struggling through patient legal efforts. Our strength grows in slow, determined
educational work, while the oppressor acts out
violently and ultimately, helplessly.

Three Main Points

MIM(Prisons) differs from other communists on three main questions:
* MIM(Prisons) holds that after the proletariat seizes power in socialist revolution,
the potential exists for capitalist restoration under the leadership of a new bourgeoisie within the communist party itself. In the case of the USSR, the bourgeoisie seized
power after the death of Stalin in 1953; in China, it was after Mao’s death and the
overthrow of the “Gang of Four” in 1976.
* MIM(Prisons) upholds the Chinese Cultural Revolution as the farthest advance of
communism in humyn history.
* As Marx, Engels and Lenin formulated and MIM has reiterated through materialist analysis, imperialism extracts super-profits from the Third World and in part uses
this wealth to buy off whole populations of oppressor nation so-called workers. These
so-called workers bought off by imperialism form a new petty-bourgeoisie called the
labor aristocracy. These classes are not the principal vehicles to advance Maoism within
those countries because their standards of living depend on imperialism. At this time,
imperialist super-profits create this situation in Canada, Quebec, the United $tates,
England, France, Belgium, Germany, Japan, Italy, Switzerland, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Israel, Sweden and Denmark.
“The theory of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin is universally applicable. We should
regard it not as dogma, but as a guide to action. Studying it is not merely a matter of
learning terms and phrases, but of learning Marxism-Leninism as the science of revolution.” --Mao Zedong, Selected Works, Vol. II. p. 208.

Prisoners: You will remain on our mailing list for
a free subscription as long as you write in once
every 6 months. Each time you write, please tell
us what mail you have received from us since you
last wrote so that we can better track our mail.
France and Quebec and the existing or
emerging Spanish-speaking Maoist Internationalist parties of Aztlán, Puerto Rico
and other territories of the U.$. Empire.
MIM(Prisons) upholds the revolutionary
communist ideology of Marxism- LeninismMaoism and is an internationalist organization that works from the vantage point of
the Third World proletariat.

What is
MIM(Prisons)?

MIM(Prisons) struggles to end the oppression of all groups over other groups;
classes, genders, nations. MIM(Prisons)
knows this is only possible by building
public opinion to seize power through
armed struggle. Revolution is a reality
for the United States as the military becomes over-extended in the government’s
attempts to maintain world hegemony.

[Note to prisoners and to mailroom staff -MIM(Prisons) and its publications explicitly
oppose the use of armed struggle at this
time in the imperialist countries (including
Continued
the united states). Our current
battleson
in page
the 2
united states are legal ones. We encourage
prisoners to join these battles while explicitly discouraging them from engaging in
any violence or illegal acts.]
Fighting the injustice system is just
one part of the anti- imperialist struggle,
and it is important that organizers on the
outside and prisoners not lose sight of the
connections to this larger battle. For this
reason, in addition to news about prisons
and prison struggles, we will also publish
more general news articles from both organizers and prisoners, as well as some general theoretical writings from prisoners. We
welcome support and collaboration from
those who are focused only on the prison
struggle, but we also challenge them to see
the bigger picture of imperialism and the
importance of carrying out their work as a
part of a larger anti-imperialist strategy.
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Financial Crisis:

Capitalism is an irrational
economic system
by MIM(Prisons)
November 2008

Amerikan financial leaders were taken by
surprise with the recent financial meltdown in
Amerika and around the world. Even those who
predicted the credit crisis did not expect the far
reaching consequences. In fact on October 23,
former Federal Reserve Chair Alan Greenspan
told congress he was “shocked” at the situation
and admitted that capitalism was not working as
well as he thought it would. Greenspan went so
far as to say he was “partially wrong” to think
the free market could regulate itself. Greenspan
was the chair of the Federal Reserve for over 18
years.
In reality the capitalists know perfectly well
that the free market does not work. The regulation of financial markets (or any government
regulation) contradicts the fundamental principals of free market capitalism, but they are happy
to regulate when it works in their financial interests. Some people are complaining that the government is introducing “socialist” practices with
this regulation. But the capitalist government of
Amerika knows very well what it’s doing - it is
preserving capitalism, not promoting socialism.
The inevitable crises of capitalism expose weaknesses in the system. To preserve that system, the
capitalists need to shore up the economy. If that
requires regulation, they will have no problem
doing it.
Marx taught us a couple musts of a capitalist
economy: capital must circulate and capital must
accumulate. These two musts conflict with each
other. Accumulation led to imperialism and the
limits that imperialism put on circulation led to
the crises of the 1930s in the capitalist world.
John Keynes represented the path to saving
capitalism during the Great Depression. A path
that John McCain and Joe the plumber would call
socialism today, but a path that was developed by
Keynes and implemented by the Roosevelt administration that was explicitly in opposition to
socialism, which existed at the time in the Soviet
Union.
Marx did predict this crisis - not directly because he could not know our specific conditions
today. But to the extent that he correctly predicted
that capitalism will always face crises, Marx was
once again right about capitalism. In basic terms,
Marx said that capitalism is not rational and so
the capitalists are going to overproduce as a part
of competition because they can not know the
exact size of the market, nor can they rationally
apportion that market to the producers.
Lenin expanded on Marx’s theories explaining that imperialism is the highest stage of capitalism. One of the definitive characteristics of
imperialism described by Lenin was the rise of
finance capital. Like all capital, finance capital

could not just sit still. So markets were created
that didn’t actually sell material goods but sold
money itself or promises of money in various
forms. Not only was this the haven for the imperialists with ever-concentrating capital, but increasingly, the oppressor nation became involved
in these markets as ways of getting their share of
global super-profits, while helping the imperialists manage these massive economic games.
In the 1930s, there was anti-capitalist pressure
from a socialist Soviet Union that was expanding
its economy at record rates while the capitalist
world crumbled. Meanwhile fascism exerted its
own pressures on the future of capitalism in Europe unleashing unbridled violence to advance
their own economic prosperity. In response, the
idea that government was responsible for a nation’s economic welfare and had the right to interfere in economics became prominent among
the bourgeoisie for the first time.
The success of the New Deal was built on
shattered post-WWII Europe and Japan, which
the united $tates could use as an outlet for its own
expanding production. Without these consumer
nations, an army of people ready to work at home
and new access to labor and resources of dozens of former European colonies, the New Deal
policies would not have succeeded as they did in
bringing a thriving u$-led capitalism to life.
Compared to the New Deal days, the u$ economy may be too top heavy this time. With most
amerikans working in finance, law enforcement,
state bureaucracies, advertisement/sales and other service industries, we have a country of parasites. There is no surplus value and little surplus
population to fall back on. And we’ll probably
see a fascist revolution in this country before we
see large numbers of amerikans taking up public
works jobs that they currently force on Mexicans
and other oppressed peoples.
Today the united $tates is no longer a rising economy, it is at the top and it is top heavy.
With the former socialist countries having been
incorporated back into the capitalist economy in
the later decades of the 20th century, there are
no new markets to break into. And with a large
population that does not produce close to enough
to sustain itself, being cut off from Third World
labor and resources would be disastrous for the
u$ economy.
While Keynes held that government intervention was necessary to keep a capitalist economy
expanding, he did not recognize the limits on
capitalist expansion recognized by Marx and
Lenin. These limits make it harder and harder
for capitalism to recover with time as accumulation becomes more extreme. Without imperialist
war and massive loss of life, this accumulation
remained a barrier to recovering from the Great
Depression.
The Keynesians, increasingly the majority of
capitalists during this economic crisis, say that the
only way to stop the irrational banks is regulation
- capitalism can not regulate itself because of the
drive for profit, and the lack of information about
competitors. We must distinguish this system of
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capitalism from socialism, which is characterized
by nationalization of industry and finance, but
more importantly, is controlled by a dictatorship
of the proletariat working in the interests of the
vast majority of the people. Any nationalization
done under capitalism is controlled by a dictatorship of the bourgeoisie working in the interests of
the few. In China, after Mao died, the bourgeoisie
took power and began running the government
for the profit of a few. They left industries nationalized and this fooled some people into thinking
China was still socialist. But as the recent actions
of the Amerikan government demonstrate, nationalization is not synonymous with socialism.
Even with the current economic crisis, the
workers in imperialist countries are still benefiting from their country’s exploitation of the Third
World. True to the interests of the Amerikan citizens, what is considered progressive radio in the
u$ can’t stop crying about mortgages, car payments and kids having to go to community college. They completely ignore that most people in
the world have never owned a car, a house or had
a chance to get a college education.
Joe the plumber, McCain’s example of antiObama working people in Amerika, did a press
event where he announced that he was scared of
Obama trying to take the country to socialism.
Joe the plumber is in the richest 3.89% globally,
that’s why he’s scared of wealth redistribution.
When things get really bad, Joe the plumber is
going to be fighting for national socialism so that
at least he doesn’t have to share with other nations.
For those labor aristocrats who want a more
rational economic system, we encourage them to
study communism. But we won’t lie to them and
tell them that fighting for communism is fighting for their economic interests. This will just
foster reactionary nationalism, or fascism. And it
is times of economic crisis when we need to be
most wary of fascist upsurges in countries where
the workers are benefiting from the exploitation
of oppressed nations.
In general, times of capitalist crisis are times
of opportunity for the international proletariat.
While it is clear that it will take a lot more than
the latest crisis to move the imperialist country
citizens into the ranks of the proletariat and form
a mass base for revolution, the revolutionary
movements in Third World countries can take
advantage of imperialist weaknesses. The relative strength of imperialism at this point in time
may pull it through, but certainly the current crisis may allow our comrades in the Third World
to gain some ground in the fight for liberation.
The imperialists are doing what they can to shore
up smaller countries hit hardest by economic collapse by providing IMF loans (Iceland, Hungary,
Ukraine). But these loans are provided strategically and will not prevent the suffering and exploitation of Third World people, which existed
before this economic crisis and will continue after it until the people rise up and put an end to this
system of imperialism.
Notes: See MIM Theory 1 and 10 on why the
Amerikan citizens are part of the labor aristocracy and not the proletariat.
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Control units used
as retaliation in
Washington

Maoist Internationalist Ministry of Prisons

utes to respond to a prisoner who is supposed to
be watched because they know he is sick.
Now that I’m a confirmed gang member, I
am only allowed to see State Classification once
per year. I believe that these hearings are illegal
because to satisfy due process they are supposed
to be meaningful hearings. How can a hearing
be meaningful when the committee will tell
you “We don’t have the authority to release you
from Seg. You will have to sign up for GRAD.”
GRAD is the Gang Renunciation and Disassociation program. Basically it’s known as the
SNITCH program because you must renounce
your membership and supply information on
the gang. If you don’t have the information they
want that’s ok, they will supply it and you can
sign it.

by a Washington prisoner
October 2008

I read your article about lockdown units, I’m
in a Special Offender Unit. We have only one
program, it’s like a hygiene class or something
that is only available half the time, and a GED
program with very limited extra topic access,
which for me is hard because I’m college level
in everything but math and punctuation.
We are in shackles whenever we are out of
our cells and get dayroom time to watch about 2
hours of TV several times a week. Our cells are
flooded almost weekly, the phones are broken
much of the time, and I have had mail I sent
to my 14 years old son and several legal firms
taken.
I’m also told I cannot grieve (fight back
through the administrative system), and they
will not bring me to the office to call lawyers
that do not accept collect calls, and they say
none of the offices want to speak to me or don’t
answer. This has gone on for over a month. I
have two civil suits, one about the legal mail
and my family mail being taken and another
for failure to administer thyroid medicine. The
conditions are very poor and I’ve been punished
for asking for attorney calls – having my level
frozen at 8 leaving me in shackles with no hope
of release.

Segregation in Texas
by a Texas prisoner
September 2008

After five years in administrative segregation with no disciplinary cases of any kind, I
went before the State Classification Committee,
for the tenth time. Again I was denied going to
population at any level of custody. Before I left
this hearing I spoke with the chair of the hearing
and asked “Will I ever be allowed out of Seg?”
He looked back in my file and said “No I don’t
think you will, or at least not until you’re very
old.”
I served another four years with only two
minor disciplinary cases, when I was called in
by the Gang Intelligence Officer. I was told that
I’d sent a letter to a confirmed gang member,
four years ago. There was nothing illegal or
gang related in that letter. I never received any
notice of confiscation, the stamp was still on the
envelope. This G.I. claimed I was a member of
an STG (Security Threat Group). I denied this
saying: “Actually it’s you who believes in State
Censorship and theft of the mail, and of course
locking men up without hearings.” We had several sharp exchanges of words before she had
me stand on a wall as she examined my body for
Tattoos; I have none. Her last words were that
she’d have me tagged.

In response to what we consider illegal rules
and confinement, both my cellmate and I have
become more and more involved in prison activism. We believe that all segregation is punitive and that non-punitive segregation is a lie. In
fact, segregation is one of the most severe forms
of punishment and should easily constitute cruel
and unusual punishment.
At this point I really didn’t care because after
all I’d already been told I’d never be released
from Segregation. However it did place me in
a somewhat awkward position because I wasn’t
a member of the alleged group. Upon being returned to my cell I wrote a kite to a member of
the alleged group, and later received an answer
saying: “Don’t sweat it, you’ll have a confirmation hearing, they can’t tag you for that letter.”
I proceeded to write out my defense, all the
reasons I was not and could not be a member of
the alleged group. However I was never given
a confirmation hearing and have never received
confirmation papers to this day. The next time
I went before the State Classification Committee I was informed that I was a confirmed gang
member.
I have now been in segregation for 12 years
with three major disciplinary cases and two minor cases. Conditions here are similar to what
I’ve read described by segregated prisoners in
other states. Recreation is supposed to be run
seven days a week for one hour, but we are very
lucky if we get 4 days and usually it is less. If
you write grievances your cell will be torn apart
and your property broken. The grievance system
is set up so that it is impossible for any prisoner
to ever win no matter how much evidence you
present.
Recently four toilets stopped working - they
wouldn’t flush. The first one broke down for
eleven days before it was fixed. You’d think
eleven days without a toilet would be illegal
but not here in Texas. Yesterday a man a couple
doors down went down sick vomiting blood and
he couldn’t breath very well, he was able to call
the wing officer but she refused to even come
see what was going on. It took the whole wing
banging to get a Lieutenant to check this prisoner. It only took them one hour and fifteen min-

We believe that if segregation is used as punishment for disciplinary violations, that all men
should have the opportunity to earn their way
out of segregation by their behavior, not by becoming or forced to become state informants.

Segregation in Mississippi
by a Mississippi prisoner
September 2008

While at the Parchman plantation I spent 5
1/2 years in a sensory deprivation unit called
Unit 32. It holds a thousand bodies, but when
I first got there it was doubled up due to banging between the Vice Lords and Black Gangster
Disciples. The racial makeup was over 90%
Black with a smattering of caucasians and one
or two Vietnamese and Latinos.
I was first placed in it for my crime and length
of sentence: Aggravated assault - my sentence is
110 years. I was kept in there due to my lack
of conforming to their principles, willingness
to attack them in court, filing numerous grievances, refusing to be brainwashed, and most
importantly I did not lose my mind. Currently
I am in federal court pursuing a censorship and
8th amendment cause (2nd hand tobacco smoke
exposure) as I have pulmonary problems and a
strong desire to be kept abreast of world events
and revolutionary education.
Continued on page next page......

Unlock the Box DVD
Prisoners, help us get out the word
on this important subject and let your
contacts on the outside know about
this new 2 hour documentary.
Reel Soldier Productions is still
looking for distributors to sell the DVD
on the streets, online or in stores.
http://www.abolishcontrolunits.org/movie
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Latinos targeted for lockdown in Texas
by a Texas prisoner
September 2008

I reach out to you from the oppressive and
repressive system of Texas slave plantations. I
live in a state and system that employs the stereotypical phrase “the color of your skin can get
you into places, or rejected from those places.”
I speak of that which I’ve seen with my own
eyes in this prison. I’ve been serving a life sentence amidst this madness since 2004 and my
sensibilities won’t allow me to let it continue
without exposing, and hopefully bringing about
a solution to the moral abomination I witness on
a daily basis.
George Jackson once said “I can be courageous before my enemies because I know I am
right and they are wrong; I can even accept
death if I must die for my cause, for I prefer the
freedom of death over the slavery of life.” Or
as the great Mexican freedom fighter Emiliano
Zapat declared, “prefiero morir de pie, que vivir
de rodillas.” (I prefer to die on my feed, rather
than to live on my knees).
Many times before, I’ve witnessed young
Latinos, such as myself, being classified as
“gang members” in the eyes of the Gestapolike security threat group coordinators, simply because of the city they originate from or
meaningless tattoos. This alone makes it hard
for anyone to serve their sentence, either short
or extensive, without facing undue harassment
from this administration. At one period of time
the STG’s spokeswoman and a captain went on
a rampage with their crusade to abolish drug and
contraband trade throughout these walls. They
deemed, through their heavy-handed ignorance
and blatant racial profiling, that only the firing
of any Latino who had a job in seg, kitchen,
laundry, education (that give no pay) as well as
not hiring Latinos to those jobs, would be the
solution to their problem. As any reasonably
intelligent person could have expected, their
unprogressive attempt did not stop the influx of
drugs or any other items considered contraband
(normally free world products not purchasable
through commissary).
Another occasion involved a young Latino
being brutally assaulted by other prisoners.
...continued from previous page

People are ad segged for fighting, escape attempts, standing up to the officials, dirty urine,
trying to obtain education or better health care,
fighting the phone system monopoly and canteen monopoly, trying to obtain and utilize
knowledge to make a better way for themselves
and family, and for trying to obtain better prison
living conditions (i.e. less overcrowding, sanitary, food, etc.)
Unit 32 opened in 1989 and has not been
expanded. However, there are rumors that they
are in the process of building two, possibly three
more deprivation units in MS. One is to be down

Again the STG initiated a racially-discriminatory lockdown specifically aimed at only prisoners of the Latino ethnicity. What started out
as a 30 day lockdown became a 56 day lesson
in inhumanity towards ones fellow man. While
prisoners on lockdown were being fed Johnnies
(a brown paper bag, with a peanut butter sandwich, bologna sandwich and sometimes a handful of raisings, 3 times a day), were unable to
purchase food from commissary and most times
denied the privilege of a hot meal once every
2 weeks, others (white and Black prisoners)
roamed free. This is not the only unjustifiable act
that was perpetrated by this ‘lady’, she went so
far as to confiscate the property of those already
caged and dehumanized prisoners. The average
prisoner’s meager amount of possessions, as allowed by the state, include a small fan, hot pot
for cooking, writing supplies, legal material,
and what cheap processed food an outside vendor is allowed to sell to us at ridiculous prices.
After being stripped of anything comforting or
conciliatory, they were left with cheap, plastic
mattresses, bed sheets, and toilet paper.
These obvious acts of unrestrained racism
and administrational retaliation were no more
than a transparent attempt to prevent prisoners
from seeking relief through proper grievance
procedures. It also kept prisoners from reaching
out to family for outside assistance. The denial
of visitation privileges was part of the administration’s attempts to hide these atrocities from
outside eyes and ears. When families called or
asked why they were being turned down for a
visit with their son, uncle, husband or father,
the administration would resort to excuses or
lies such as saying the prisoner had been transferred.
If this is not sufficient evidence that this unit
is disproportionately discriminatory against
Latinos, I feel inclined to point out that what is
being called a riot occurred amongst the Black
populace on the same block as the Latino incident. The riot took place two weeks after the
Latino’s 56 days had ended, but instead of locking down only Black prisoners, they shut down
the whole block for another extensive period of
time. The same restrictions were posed here as
before.
here and the other in Rankin County, MS, AKA
Central MS Correctional Facility.
I know all about female psycho-sexual predators [as described in ULK 4]. In Parchman it is
very prevalent. They use it to control prisoners
in various ways. I’ve actually seen them (females) take out hits on people using their boy
toy to do it. I like sex as well, if not more so then
the next person, but I have never and will never
lower myself to do some crap such as that. Nor
set up a brother with drugs, hooch, or weapons.
Down here it is not so much actual sex, though
that happens too, it is the expectation that it
could happen if the person just plays his cards
right, or wrong as the case actually is.
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Unlock the Box research
Thanks to those who have responded to
our survey already. The information was used
in the film Unlock the Box to expose the rapid
spread of this torture technique across the u$
(which is now out on DVD). But we are still collecting data to improve and update our stats, if
you haven’t responded already.
Control units may vary from prison to prison
but they can be generally characterized as: Permanently designated prisons or cells in prisons
that lock prisoners up in solitary or small group
confinement for 22 or more hours a day with no
congregate dining, exercise or other services,
and virtually no programs for prisoners. Prisoners are placed in control units for extended
periods of time.
Please make a list of all the Control Units
that you know of using the definition above.
For each one indicate:
The Address/Location.
Have you been in this CU?
About how many people are in it?
Is the whole prison a control unit, or only
certain units? if so, which units and how big are
they?
What is the national/racial make up of the
population in the CU? ie. what percent is Black,
Latino, white, etc.? What reasons are given for
putting people in the CU?
When did this unit first open?
Has it been expanded since it first opened?
If so, when and how many prisoners were added?
Is the state planning to open any new control units that you know of?
Is there anything else you think we should
know about the control units in your state?
Send your answers to:
ATTN: Unlock the Box Survey
MIM(Prisons)
PO Box 40799
San Francisco, CA 94140

The divide and conquer tactic, either in a
small or great scale, is the source of this treachery and only by uniting as a whole will we
start to make a 360 degree progressive change
towards annihilating the discrimination being
widely practiced. As Ernesto Che Guevara said
“live life not celebrating victories, but overcoming defeats.” This is a struggle that calls for
strong and focused vanguards to pave the way
for those generations to come. Also said by Che
“let the blood of the past be the security of the
future.” This can only be a success with a united
and determined majority.
From the midst of the most constricted organ
of the beast’s belly, I will speak the injustices
committed, if denied that right, then I will write
to all who will read my words, if deprived of
even that, I will keep my revolutionary thoughts
flowing through my mind while my actions
showing that I will not be easily defeated or denied my right to be free!
MIM(Prisons) responds: This divide and conquer tactic is very common in prisons, where the
administration will favor one nationality over
another. It is typically whites who receive this
favor, but it is also useful for them to set up the
oppressed nationals to fight each other. In this
case it is essential that politically progressive
prisoners expose the tactic and refuse to play
along with the division.
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Georgia conflict: battle for imperialist control
by MIM(Prisons)
September 2008

September 4 - U.S. Vice President Cheney visited Georgia this week, meeting with Georgian
President Mikheil Saakashvili and criticizing
the Russian invasion. This visit coincided with
the Bush administration announcing $1 billion
in aid to Georgia. This is the latest in an escalating battle between two imperialist powers,
the United $tates and Russia, and their puppets
in Georgia, South Ossetia and Abkhazia. This
fight over control of European land will not
benefit the people of the region, regardless of
who wins. Only true autonomy for the nations
living there, and removal of imperialist military
and oil interests, will ultimately serve the interests of the people.
It is important to Amerika to keep the government of Saakashvili in power in Georgia as
it is very supportive of Amerikan imperialist
interests, primarily related to oil and strategic
military positioning. In 2003 groups that helped
to remove Saakashvili’s predecessor, Eduard
Shevardnadze, received funding from the U.$.
government(3), yet another in a long line of
Amerikan-backed coups and rigged elections
to put Amerikan puppets into power around the
world.
Even before the Russian invasion, in 2008
the U.$. sent $64 million in aid to Georgia, a
third of which was for the Georgian military.
(1) In return, Georgia contributed troops to the
U.$.-led invasion of Iraq. So essentially the
U.$. was arming troops to serve as puppets for
Amerikan imperialism while also setting up a
stronger military to defend its claim on Georgia.
The U.$. is evaluating increasing military aid
to Georgia in light of their inability to defend
against a Russian invasion.
The International Monetary Fund (IMF)
- another economic wing of imperialism - is
also preparing to provide Georgia with a $750
million line of credit. As can be seen with IMF
loans to countries around the world, this is a
great way to keep small countries totally dependent on imperialist money and at the mercy of
imperialist policy demands.
Georgian President Saakashvili is a U.$.-

educated lawyer who knows how to play to
Amerikan imperialist interests. After the August military battles, his government organized
anti-Russia protests across Tbilisi, the capital of
Georgia, with huge banners denouncing Russia in English - a language that most in Georgia
don’t understand.(2)
Why are the imperialists so interested in
Georgia?
Georgia is a geographically strategic country, with its link to the Black Sea. Georgia is a
transit route for oil as a part of a major pipeline
carrying oil from the Caspian Sea to Europe.
This pipeline carries 1.2 million barrels of crude
each day traveling through Azerbaijan and Turkey on the way to the Mediterranean Sea where
the oil is shipped to the west. The pipeline was
financed by the U.$ (costing $3.9 billion) and is
owned and operated by a group of energy companies led by BP (formerly British Petroleum).
This pipeline does not go through South Ossetia
or Abkhazie.
Georgia is also an important strategic ally for
the United $tates as a pro-U.$. force in a volatile
region and bordering Russia. Amerika has permanently stationed “military advisors” in Georgia. At the same time Russia has been building
up its military presence in the region and opposing U.$. moves to get Georgia into NATO.
Russia would gain similar benefits from control
of Georgia: partial control of an oil pipeline and
a politically strategic military base, cutting off
one of Amerika’s allies that borders Russia.

History of the conflict
Even before the August invasions there was
significant tension between South Ossetia, Abkhazia and Georgia. South Ossetia and Abkhazia
are small regions bordering Russia. Separatists
in these two provinces have been demanding independence since 1990 when Georgia became
independent and claimed both areas as part of
Georgia. Most people living in these regions are
not Georgian. Since 1992 both areas have been
operating semi-autonomously with Russian
military support.

In 2006 Russia built a military base in South
Ossetia, and in April of 2008 Russia established
legal ties between itself and these two regions,
also building up a military presence in Abkhazia. With a history of military conflict between
Georgia and South Ossetian separatists, there
have also been many attempts at internationally
brokered peace agreements.
Currently in effect is a 1992 Sochi peace
agreement which, according to the US Department of State, “…established a cease-fire between the Georgian and South Ossetian forces
and defined both a zone of conflict around the
South Ossetian capital of Tskhinvali and a security corridor along the border of South Ossetian
territories. The Agreement also created the Joint
Control Commission (JCC), and a peacekeeping body, the Joint Peacekeeping Forces group
(JPKF). The JPKF is under Russian command
and is comprised of peacekeepers from Georgia,
Russia, and Russia’s North Ossetian autonomous republic (as the separatist South Ossetian
government remained unrecognized)…”(4)
This agreement clearly authorizes Russian presence in the region.
In fact, the U.$. ambassador to Moscow
initially endorsed Russia’s military move into
Georgia as a legitimate response after Russian
troops came under attack.(5)
There is little debate that Georgia attacked
South Ossetia in early August in a major offensive against the provincial capital of Tskhinvali,
though Georgia is claiming they did so only after
their soldiers were attacked (by South Ossetian
separatists or possibly by Russian military - the
story has changed a few times). Given the history of Amerikan imperialism and its tight control
over its puppets, we are certain this attack was
known about in advance and encouraged by the
Amerikan government, either overtly or subtly.
Russia’s ability to aggressively invade
Georgia with such significant firepower makes
it clear that they had been preparing for this
fight, though certainly the Georgian attack on
South Ossetia was a convenient excuse. Either
way, the South Ossetian people are pawns in a
war between Russian and Amerikan imperialist forces, each backing leaders who will act as
their puppets.
For the Ossetians, the question is what is the
principal contradiction standing in their way towards self-determination. As a part of the Russian Federation, it would seem that imperialist
Russia would be playing the greatest role as oppressor there. However, in the context of a u$
proxy invasion using Georgian troops, the interests of the Ossetians are best served by upholding the pre-invasion status quo of relative peace
with Russian supervision and opposing further
attacks. So, despite the fact that South Ossetia
does not promise to benefit as a client of Russian imperialism, those of us in the First World
imperialist countries can best serve the Ossetian
people by opposing u$/eu involvement and antiRussian sentiments that justify such involvement with the myth of “Western democracy vs.
Russian autocracy.”
Continued on page 7...

...continued from 6
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Under imperialism war is inevitable
Since the state capitalists took power in
the Soviet Union after the death of Stalin, that
country, and later Russia, has pursued a clearly
capitalist economic system. The competition
between Russia and the U.$. has nothing to do
with “democracy” or “freedom” or communist
aspirations in Russia. It is merely the military
and political positioning of two big imperialist
countries fighting over the spoils of Third World
exploitation. The United $tates has a head start
and many international allies in the battle, but
Russia wants its part of the spoils too.
Imperialism is a system that generates profits
for First World countries through exploitation of
the Third World. Competition between imperialists over resources and labor in the Third World
is a natural result, just like capitalism itself is
predicated on competition between corporations. Imperialists may align with each other
for various short or long term strategic partnerships (or because smaller imperialist countries
can not survive without protection and support
of a larger imperialist country). In over half a
century, the imperialists have managed to avoid
overt military conflicts with each other, but this
has only intensified the violence of global wars
felt in the Third World.
Whereas, Maoists uphold that the principal
contradiction in the world today remains that
between the oppressed nations and imperialism, we see progress in resolving those contradictions through self-determination of the oppressed. Russia could have played a progressive
role in providing international banking services
to Hamas in Palestine or extending diplomatic
relations with the Lakotah Nation in North
America. There is no reason to reject the possibility of similar roles for u$ imperialism. By
definition, any alliances between imperialists
and oppressed nations will be temporary.
During WWII communists saw a qualitative difference between the fascist states and
the other imperialist states that led to the conclusion that a United Front with the bourgeois
democracies was a necessary strategic move. In
2008, we see anti-amerikanism as an important
progressive force uniting the proletariat and its
potential allies. But we do not see ourselves in
a stage where overall strategic alliance with a
certain imperialist camp will benefit the international proletariat.
In the case of this conflict in Georgia, the
only right side is the side of the Georgian, South
Ossetian and Abkhazian people. And for the
First World, that means opposing u$ or european backed invasions in the region. We have no
independent confirmations of revolutionary organizing among the people, though we have no
doubt that in Stalin’s birthplace there is a strong
memory of revolutionary history.
Notes:
1. Washington Post, September 4, 2008
2. Washington Post, September 2, 2008
3. Time Magazine, September 3, 2008
4. Counter Punch, www.counterpunch.org, August 30, 2008
5. The Globe and Mail, August 8, 2008
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CAMPAIGNS
End the Polunsky Unit Lockdown: Activists in Texas have launched a

campaign to end the lockdown of the Polunsky Unit in Texas, which is rumored will
continue for at least 3 months. They are calling for many actions including letters to the
editor (a good task for prisoners to take on) and calling the prison (Warden Tim Simmons: 936-967-8082). Anyone with information on this lockdown should write a report
for ULK. Tell your people on the outside to check out our website(see below) for more
info and updates.

Racist Mail Policy in Virginia: We are working to collect information from

prisoners and other organizations that have been facing censorship in Virginia (see
articles this page). Please send any info you have and we will post updates on our
website as information comes to light. Lawyers willing to help us take this battle to court
should contact us. We are also collecting donations (made out to “MIM Distributors”) to
pay the fling fee to get this case into the courts. The total fee will be under $500.

Stop the mail ban in California: In December 2006, the state of California

banned MIM from sending mail to people in its prisons. We currently have one lawsuit in
process filed by a prisoner and are talking to lawyers on the outside about pushing this
struggle further. Any CA prisoners who have fought the censorship of MIM should send
documentation they have to help build this case. Jailhouse lawyers and supporters can
sign up to join our CA legal group mailing list.
The campaigns section of Under Lock & Key will help us promote and build support for ongoing campaigns
to improve the conditions in prisons in various parts of the united $tates. Write us with information about
campaigns that you are involved in or want to start. We will promote the campaigns that we get involved in
on our website at www.prisoncensorship.info where people can download fliers, petitions and information.
ATTENTION Outside Supporters - more info on how to help:

http://www.prisoncensorship.info
Censorship Hypocrisy
Continues at Red Onion I

Hypocrisy Continues at
Red Onion II

Peep this out! You all remember sending me
a document of someone saying that ROSP [Red
Onion State Prison] allowed his January 2008
issue of GQ to come through when it had an article concerning the Crip gang lifestyle? Well,
I went and ordered GQ in hopes that they slip
up, to help in our defense in this battle. Well,
in the August 2008 GQ, under the topic crime,
there is an article titled “Mexico’s Red Day” on
pages 96,97,98,100,102 and 103. In it they talk
about gang/drug cartels, rapes, small gang war,
killing left & right behind the gang & drug war,
cops getting killed & using their rank to get over
on people.

I included two pages of a book titled "Hip
Hop Lil Wayne," by Janice Rockworth, which
the library is issuing out for prisoners incarcerated at Red Onion to read. Now, this particular
book literally speaks in details about gangs. But
yet, they (ROSP) constantly keep stopping ULK
& Black magazines from coming into this facility for the reasons that they promote gangs or
gang activity. It is not fair for these people to try
and dictate what we can receive with the money
we spend, especially when we have personal
property approval slips to receive them. These
pages are evidence to support any case brought
against ROSP pertaining to discrimination and
publication censorship.

by a Virginia prisoner
August 2008

I mean, how could these three levels of review miss this, especially when it’s dealing with
Mexico and they are aware of the conditions
of poverty there? It’s disappointing to see such
blatant racism go unchecked, just because GQ
is deemed a white publication while XXL and
others are “Black.” But it’s alright because these
fools insist on placing themselves in a position
that they can’t justify. They want a strictly enforced policy that they don’t even honor.

by a Virginia prisoner
October 2008

MIM(Prisons) adds: There is an ongoing battle
against censorship in Virginia, where the prisons
are rejecting all MIM(Prisons) literature as well
as any other publications considered “Black”
like XXL. We are appealing this through the legal system and also need letters of protest sent
to:
Benjamin A. Wright, Chairman Pub. Review
Virginia Department of Corrections
PO Box 26963
Richmond, VA 23261-6963
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Combatting
liberalism
by a Mississippi prisoner
July 2008

I send my undying love to MIM for the
strength, dedication and support these comrades
have given to all oppressed people in our fight
against oppression world-wide. I send my love,
honor and respect to our comrades in N.J for not
only being the real true freedom fighters of our
cause but for supporting me mentally, politically
and spiritually and teaching me the essence of
our beliefs.
A comrade once told me “a man who crosses
the river at night truly values the light of day.”
I learned what this quote meant when I experienced the many obstacles in my life by not only
standing firm as a LKPP but by combating liberalism and the imperialists as well.
I’m responding to an article I read in the
Nov 2007 issue of ULK, a comrade mentioned
the lack of communication among our peers, he
also talked about the program he founded called
“combat liberalism.” I received this material
many years ago and have stood firm on its mes-

COMBAT LIBERALISM
by Mao Zedong
September 7, 1937

We stand for active ideological struggle because it is the weapon for ensuring unity within
the Party and the revolutionary organizations in
the interest of our fight. Every Communist and
revolutionary should take up this weapon.
But liberalism rejects ideological struggle
and stands for unprincipled peace, thus giving
rise to a decadent, Philistine attitude and bringing about political degeneration in certain units
and individuals in the Party and the revolutionary organizations.
Liberalism manifests itself in various ways.
To let things slide for the sake of peace
and friendship when a person has clearly gone
wrong, and refrain from principled argument
because he is an old acquaintance, a fellow
townsman, a schoolmate, a close friend, a loved
one, an old colleague or old subordinate. Or to
touch on the matter lightly instead of going into
it thoroughly, so as to keep on good terms. The
result is that both the organization and the individual are harmed. This is one type of liberalism.
To indulge in irresponsible criticism in private instead of actively putting forward one's
suggestions to the organization. To say nothing
to people to their faces but to gossip behind their
backs, or to say nothing at a meeting but to gossip afterwards. To show no regard at all for the
principles of collective life but to follow one's
own inclination. This is a second type.
To let things drift if they do not affect one
personally; to say as little as possible while
knowing perfectly well what is wrong, to be
worldly wise and play safe and seek only to
avoid blame. This is a third type.

sage and have passed along to others its essence
in our fight against liberalism.
I want to define liberalism to give you a little
understanding in detail of the importance why
this program was formed in the beginning. Liberalism: characterized by generosity or lavishness in giving, abundant, ample, inclining towards opinions or politics. The key words here
are politics and favoritism.
On a political stand point as an anti-imperialist we as the oppressed must not show favor to
those who seek to oppress our own people, and
in return receive liberty while our people suffer.
Not only do we face these issues outside of our
fold, but within our own realm. Liberalism can
and is acted out and displayed within our own
people at times. And such selfishness can cause
separation among our own people. This brings
about sects and cliques that we strongly oppose.
We all must sacrifice our own wills and needs if
need be, to rise against such negativity and combat Liberalism by any means necessary.
Another wise goat once defined for me
the true essence of a philosopher’s mission in
searching within ourselves and others. He said
Not to obey orders but to give pride of place
to one's own opinions. To demand special consideration from the organization but to reject its
discipline. This is a fourth type.
To indulge in personal attacks, pick quarrels,
vent personal spite or seek revenge instead of
entering into an argument and struggling against
incorrect views for the sake of unity or progress or getting the work done
properly. This is a fifth type.
To hear incorrect views
without rebutting them and
even to hear counter-revolutionary remarks without reporting them, but instead to
take them calmly as if nothing had happened. This is a
sixth type.
To be among the masses
and fail to conduct propaganda and agitation or speak
at meetings or conduct investigations and inquiries among
them, and instead to be indifferent to them and
show no concern for their well-being, forgetting
that one is a Communist and behaving as if one
were an ordinary non-Communist. This is a seventh type.
To see someone harming the interests of the
masses and yet not feel indignant, or dissuade or
stop him or reason with him, but to allow him to
continue. This is an eighth type.
To work half-heartedly without a definite
plan or direction; to work perfunctorily and
muddle along--"So long as one remains a monk,
one goes on tolling the bell." This is a ninth
type.
To regard oneself as having rendered great
service to the revolution, to pride oneself on

“the truth is like a lighted candle that’s encompassed with darkness, with its bright illumination is yet visible to those whom see the light.”
I love this goat because in order for us “as
seekers” to receive the truth we must communicate to those who “not only” know the truth
“but, seek further enlightenment as well…as we
let our own actions shine by receiving the truth,
others that already know the truth will not only
see but become stronger believers as well. And
for those that don’t know will learn from our
actions as we all reflect upon them who may
be asleep.” As we say “wake him/her”. As Karl
Marx once said “therefore mankind always takes
up only such problems as it can solve, looking at
the matter more closely, we will always find that
the problem itself arises only when the material
conditions necessary for its solution already exist or are at least in the process of formation.”
This statement is very true and explains why
it is inborn within us of our nature to act upon
the social and political conditions that we’re
subject to live under as oppressed people, and
such conditions of racism, imperialism, liberalism and many other types of oppression already
exist.
being a veteran, to disdain minor assignments
while being quite unequal to major tasks, to be
slipshod in work and slack in study. This is a
tenth type.
To be aware of one's own mistakes and yet
make no attempt to correct them, taking a liberal attitude towards oneself. This is an eleventh
type.
We could name more.
But these eleven are the
principal types.
They are all manifestations of liberalism.
Liberalism is extremely
harmful in a revolutionary
collective. It is a corrosive
which eats away unity, undermines cohesion, causes
apathy and creates dissension. It robs the revolutionary ranks of compact
organization and strict discipline, prevents policies
from being carried through and alienates the
Party organizations from the masses which the
Party leads. It is an extremely bad tendency.
Liberalism stems from petty-bourgeois selfishness, it places personal interests first and the
interests of the revolution second, and this gives
rise to ideological, political and organizational
liberalism.
People who are liberals look upon the principles of Marxism as abstract dogma. They
approve of Marxism, but are not prepared to
practice it or to practice it in full; they are not
prepared to replace their liberalism by Marxism.
These people have their Marxism, but they have
their liberalism as well--they talk Marxism but
practice liberalism; they apply Marxism to othcontinued on page 9...
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Brutality in Lockdown and
No Grievances
by a New York prisoner
July 2008

This modern day
plantation I'm in just
came off a week long
lockdown due to brothers acting some damn
fools [Afrikan on Afrikan]. In that incident a
few pigs got injured (so
they say), it's funny how
they claim to be injured
when they was the ones
swinging those sticks. In
any event, the plantation was shut down then the
nonsense started. Very, very small portions of
food was given out, not to mention the already
small portion that's given. Everyone's cell was
tossed-up (they call it legal cell searches), which
is crap because what does the entire population
have to do with a 14 man (pigs included) incident?
During the cell toss-up these pigs just went
along hand-picking brothers in their boxer shorts
and handcuffed, taking advantage of them. The
roughshod began and it ran for 3 and a half days
of plastic buckets over the heads of brothers
then striking the bucket with their sticks. They
knocked the tooth out of one brother when he
asked "why was they kicking his radio around."
These and many other racist tactics was done
as a modern day paradigm for the Willie Lynch
Theory! I say that because out of the many that
I've spoken to, only a handful wrote out grievances, phoned family members, wrote lawyers,
etc. The masses chose not to, in fear of retaliation! Some have open dates, others have parole boards coming up, and others just prayed
for them!? That last one really got to me and
it's a shame that someone would believe that the
very god that they forced upon us can save us!
I mean, we loved Martin Luther King Jr., but I
respect Malcolm because he never gave a damn
about the repercussions! By any means necessary! We must continue to uplift our people and
stop waiting for some clown named Obama to
bring change.

Assassins with Badges
by a Arizona prisoner
September 2008

Another unarmed person was murdered in
cold blood this month of September 2008 in
Tucson Arizona by a police officer who believes
he has a license to kill anyone in this county that
he pleases just because he wears a badge. Police that murder unarmed people in this country
are assassins with badges. These public servants
who are hired to protect and serve the people of
this great country, and are paid by the tax payers, have imposed themselves as judge, jury and
executioners. And when they are taken to court
and charged with murder they are acquitted by
ignorant jurors who have been brainwashed by

the ever constant cop shows on TV run by Hollywood on a daily basis. Society
in general in this country has been
misled to believe these cop shows
that the police always tell the truth
and that if they murder someone
that they had "just cause" to kill.
I can go on and on about the
countless murders that the police in
this country have gotten away with
in the past decade alone. But that
would just be like beating a dead
horse and expounding on the problem instead of the solution.
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pressed within it. We call this sort of violence
focoism and history demonstrates its failure. We
would also argue that King's strategy of nonviolence did not work in his day - he argued that
pacifism and working within the system was the
only possible solution, and that too has been
proven a failure through history. We know that
the imperialists will not give up without a fight,
and that they will defend what they control with
violence. Where we do agree is with the need
for sacrifice and organizing both behind the bars
and on the streets. We need to be clear that we
are fighting for an end to the imperialist system,
but in this country today this is a non-violent
phase of the struggle.

... Liberalism

What is the solution? Marching
like the honorable Martin Luther
King Jr did back in the dayz? That worked back
then, it won't work today.

...continued from 8

How about blowing cops up like the Black
Liberation Army did back in the 70s? No. Violence breeds violence. Besides it didn't work
back then and it won't work now.

Liberalism is a manifestation of opportunism
and conflicts fundamentally with Marxism. It is
negative and objectively has the effect of helping the enemy; that is why the enemy welcomes
its preservation in our midst. Such being its nature, there should be no place for it in the ranks
of the revolution.

So what is the answer then? Sacrifice, revolution and the propensity for action. It worked in
the Attica prison revolt in 1971 (though the system has slowly taken back all the rights given to
prisoners since then). Prisoners lost their lives to
make that happen. Sacrifice has worked in many
instances throughout history.
You know we write to MIM. We talk that
talk. Blah, blah, blah. Then we get released and
we do nothing to help the oppressed peoples and
we get caught up in selfish crimes against ourselves and our own people. It's time to step up.
Are u down?
"A man who does not have a cause worth dying for isn't fit to live" - Martin Luther King Jr.
MIM(Prisons) responds: We agree with this
comrade that now is not the time for violence in
Amerika, but not because "violence breeds violence" rather because violence by the oppressed
from a position of weakness, and without strategic planning and support of the masses, leads
to the destruction of a movement and the op-

ers but liberalism to themselves. They keep both
kinds of goods in stock and find a use for each.
This is how the minds of certain people work.

We must use Marxism, which is positive in
spirit, to overcome liberalism, which is negative.
A Communist should have largeness of mind
and he should be staunch and active, looking
upon the interests of the revolution as his very
life and subordinating his personal interests to
those of the revolution; always and everywhere
he should adhere to principle and wage a tireless
struggle against all incorrect ideas and actions,
so as to consolidate the collective life of the Party and strengthen the ties between the Party and
the masses; he should be more concerned about
the Party and the masses than about any private
person, and more concerned about others than
about himself. Only thus can he be considered
a Communist.
All loyal, honest, active and upright Communists must unite to oppose the liberal tendencies shown by certain people among us, and set
them on the right path. This is one of the tasks
on our ideological front.

On Prisons & Prisoners

MIM(Prisons) seeks to build public opinion against Amerika’s criminal injustice system, and to
eventually replace the bourgeois injustice system with proletarian justice. The bourgeois injustice system imprisons and executes a disproportionately large and growing number of oppressed
people while letting the biggest mass murderers -- the imperialists and their lackeys -- roam free.
Imperialism is not opposed to murder or theft, it only insists that these crimes be committed in the
interests of the bourgeoisie.
All U.S. citizens are criminals--accomplices and accessories to the crimes of U.$. oppression globally until the day U.$. imperialism is overcome. All U.S. citizens should start from the point of view
that they are reforming criminals.
MIM(Prisons) does not advocate that all prisoners go free today; we have a more effective program
for fighting crime as was demonstrated in China prior to the restoration of capitalism there in 1976.
We say that all prisoners are political prisoners because under the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie,
all imprisonment is substantively political. It is our responsibility to exert revolutionary leadership
and conduct political agitation and organization among prisoners -- whose material conditions
make them an overwhelmingly revolutionary group. Some prisoners should and will work on selfcriticism under a future dictatorship of the proletariat in those cases in which prisoners really did do
something wrong by proletarian standards.
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Using psychology to drug political prisoners
by a California prisoner
October 2008

with keyhea one is dependent on them and not
in control of one's mind.

While here at the California Medical Facility I noticed a lot of things that staff should not
be doing. I decided to file 602s against medical staff for their actions dealing with prisoners
whose mental state is unstable. For my efforts I
have had reprisals taken against me in the form
of "keyhea." Keyhea is the practice of staff forcing medications on prisoners, claiming the prisoner is a threat against others and themselves.

MIM(Prisons) adds: The term Keyhea comes
from a lawsuit settled in 1986. The CDCR is required by the lawsuit Keyhea v Rushen, to seek
a court order authorizing the administration of
long term involuntary antipsychotic medication
to prisoners who are considered a danger to others or to themselves or believed to be gravely
disabled and incompetent to refuse medication.

To find one a threat to others or to oneself,
first the psychologist says that s/he feels the
prisoner should be put on keyhea for their own
safety and the safety of others. Then another
psychologist who is also employed by CDC
comes and evaluates the prisoner to determine
their mental state, and they are not going to go
against their fellow psychologist any more than
one of these C/Os will go against another C/O.
Then another psychologist is sent in to also do
an evaluation of the prisoner's mental state and
they are supposed to be an independent party,
but they are hired by the Board of Prison Terms,
which is an extension of the CDC. If this "independent" person wants to get their contract renewed with the Board of Prison Terms then it is
in their best interest to side with the CDC. When
I told him this, he got real upset and started to
turn red. Everything is in their favor and nothing
for the prisoner.

by a Montana prisoner
October 2008

I have met a number of brothers who were
high up in the BGF, Black Panthers, Bloods, and
Crips, who were taken down by medication so
that they couldn't fight the system, and these political prisoners who have the potential to lead
other prisoners and teach the younger ones also
how to fight the system have had their minds
snapped by all the medications, so they never
come back from it, and they are never the same
again. This is what the system wants because
now they can control them.
I am facing something of that situation, medical staff have lied on me saying that I have been
banging my head and hands in an attempt to hurt
myself. Yet no medical report was ever done. I
am not the only one who Dr. Wiltse has done
this to, she is targeting Black prisoners to put on
keyhea, and once on keyhea, one has no more
say so in what they are given and taken. If I'm
put on keyhea I know the system is going to try
to break my mind by using medications. I assure
you that there is nothing wrong with my state of
mind, except that I don't go for anything they
tell me, and that I stand tall in this ongoing fight
against the system. I can't allow myself to fall
victim to these perpetrators who are looking to
control everyone and anyone they feel is a threat
to the system and their way of thinking.
I understand that female staff use sexual exploitation and manipulation on young and political prisoners but keyhea has long since been
around, and at least when dealing with female
staff who are sexual perpetrators, one is still in
charge of their senses and mental facility, but

Montana medical neglect threatens lives
I'm writing to let you know what this prison
here in Montana is up to concerning my many
fallen brothers. For instance, a close brother of
mine is having this huge run around with the
so-called medical department. He's got all sorts
of heart problems and takes multiple medications for his conditions. They took his meds
away once and he was made to file all sorts of
paperwork on them to get them back. Tell me
that wasn't some kind of life threatening game
played by the prison officials.
I have another brother who has serious knee
problems. It took forever fighting with them and
listening to them say "There's nothing wrong
with you, it's all in your head," before they
agreed to bring in a rehab specialists. This specialists told my brother that his left knee was
permanently screwed, which he already knew,
but anyhow, he told my brother that he'd recommend a brace for knee support and that he'd be
back in a couple of weeks to start working with
him. The prison put a kebash on those plans because this was done a month and a half ago and
still no brace or a second visit from the specialist.
The way I see it is the prison officials, medical and semi-high ranking staff will do anything
to put an extra taxpayers buck in their pocket.
There's also another issue that just makes me
split a gut. This place does a lot of racketeering. Take for instance the fact that they took our
13" TVs away and started selling 7" TVs. The 7
inchers were only $100 for a while, then out of
the blue they switched vendors and the 7 inchers went up to $200 a piece. Seems to me that
somebody's making a killer profit.

Medical neglect in Texas is
killing prisoners
by a Texas prisoner
August 2008

I wanted to write and tell you about some of
the things that we deal with in this plantation.
One of the most serious and blatant violations
we deal with is with basic medical services. I
have witnessed a prisoner who had an aneurysm
that led to a massive stroke. The man went to the
person on duty and told him what was going on,
first they told him they were busy. When they

finally did see him
they told him it was
gas and go back to his
cell. On the way back
he had a seizure and
they finally got him
to the hospital. In less
than one week they
sent him back and now
he is not coherent and the
whole left side of his body,
including his face, is paralyzed. He can’t even walk by
himself or feed himself and they
put him right back in population.

I’ve seen 3 people die here because
of lack of medical treatment. There was a guy
in the same dorm with me who had a history of
heart problems. He went to the desk and told
the officer on duty what was wrong, that he was
having bad chest pains, and the office got medical to give him some pepto and tell him to go
back. He came back a while later and told the
officer he was still having chest pain so they
sent him to the sergeant who told him “I don’t
care if you die, get out of my face and go to your
bunk before I lock you up,” The next count time
he was found in his bunk dead from a massive
heart attack. What makes me so sick is the fact
that nothing was done to the officer. What kind
of world is this that people charged with authority have such blatant disregard for human life?
This is just a very small part of what goes on
in this country where people can invade a country and kill thousands of people and say “oh
sorry, we thought you had some bombs” and the
public just blindly follows along and it all boils
down to this money and greed and people are
so wrapped up in their own self-interest. People
just accept anything as long as it doesn’t affect
them. The mentality of this government is they
don’t care who gets killed or who suffers as long
as they get what they want. So how much money
is enough? How much oil is enough? How many
people need to die before people say screw this,
we are tired of being pawns in your game, and
stand up and fight?
MIM(Prisons) adds: We agree with this comrade’s analysis that the Amerikan public is
wrapped up in their own self-interest. This economic interest is served by foreign invasions
and the criminal injustice system. Because of
this, we would not call these people “pawns”
in the game of imperialism, as that implies they
are being duped when in fact they are just lining up with their economic interests. Even as the
Amerikan economy suffers one of the inevitable
crises of capitalism that will cost the public
millions of dollars and many people’s homes,
Amerikans sit at home content to pick between
one imperialist president or another. This is
why it is so important to focus on the principal contradiction between the imperialists and
oppressed nations, both within u.s. borders and
around the world. We need to ally with those
who truly have an interest in this fight and not sit
around hoping that the white Amerikan citizens
are going to wake up and fight the system that
makes them rich.

...continued from 1

gue that we were right.

Under Lock & Key No. 5, November 2008
...Black Prez

But the shortcoming of that history is the
significant rise of anti-Bush sentiments among
amerikans. This gave them a way out. Islamic
groups like al-Qaeda held amerikans responsible for the actions of a president who a large
plurality of them voted for, while too many socalled “communists” have played the role of
neo-colonial peacemakers between the oppressors and the oppressed.
The anti-Bush united front blurred the lines
between radicals in the u.$. and the Democratic
Party. This process was helped along by those
calling themselves Maoist accepting leadership
roles in this movement. (We’ll watch as this
movement dissolves proving that they do support a different kind of imperialism, in this case
one with a black face.)
But yesterday marked the moving of the
poles. Suddenly, the millions who mushed
themselves into the “radical left” because they
disagreed with Bush are back in the white house
with amerikan flags waving. It’s not that they
ever put their amerikan flags down or were ever
radical at all. But they allowed and even promoted radical sounding rhetoric to rope some
of the more radical and energetic activists into
the Democratic Party, including oppressed nation youth.
Now all that has changed. Obama can’t pretend he opposes the occupation of Iraq or be
wishy washy on the fence anymore. He has to
end it or stay the course. In that way the Bush
- Obama 1-2 punch might be the perfect lesson
in bourgeois politics. For all those years people said Bush was an evil, horrible man. Then
dream prez Barack Obama comes in, and nothing changes. Lesson learned?

New Afrikan or Afrikan Amerikan
Comrades have already pointed out that
Obama wasn’t winning the white vote, putting
into question our statement above that amerikans elected a Black president. (1) Not only did
the Democratic Party benefit from the armed
struggle against u$ imperialism while the Republicans were in the white house, but they also
bet correctly on a growing oppressed nation
electorate in the u$. In both cases, any progress
should be attributed to the oppressed and not
white amerika.
With the u$ hot war in Pakistan under way
and the new president elect fully in support, we
already have concrete evidence that this presidency is gonna be a lot like the last 43. Yet many
Black people agree with Tupac that the new
president is heaven sent. Blacks overwhelmingly opposed the war on Iraq, when white amerikans supported it. (2) Will they back Obama’s
war on Pakistan?
Oppressed nations should treat the Obama
presidency as an opportunity to make demands
from a president who claims to understand
where they’re from. The most astute New Af-
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hey You! contribute to ULK
Under Lock & Key began as a section in MIM Notes where prisoners could write about
what was going on behind bars and what needed to be done. ULK was an important
development in connecting the most oppressed within u$ borders to the anti-imperialist
movement. A year ago, MIM(Prisons) re-launched ULK as an independent organ of the
oppressed with the tagline “voice of the anti-imperialist movement from Under Lock &
Key,” and developed a publication by and for anti-imperialist prisoners with Maoist leadership. As we enter our second year we have plans to fulfill our goal of delivering a new
issue to prisoners across the u$ every 2 months, and WE NEED YOUR HELP!
Below are the upcoming issue topics with deadlines for submissions of articles and
artwork. The earlier you submit, the more time we have to send you feedback.
Issue 6: Gender - MIM line says that gender is not determined by biology, but rather
First World biological wimmin are in fact gender oppressors, while the gender oppressed
are generally found among Third World biological wimmin and children. Where does this
leave prisoners in the u$? What role does gender play in daily life in u$ prisons and what
does it mean for our organizing efforts?
DEADLINE: ASAP!
Issue 7: The Peace Issue - Maoists are being targetted all over the country for being a
threat to security of the “homeland”, especially in prisons. Meanwhile, the imperialists use
divide and conquer techniques to promote violence among the oppressed. Why do many
of our people play along? We need to draw the line in the sand and show who is really
willing to work for peace and who is not. We want to discuss successful models and plans
for promoting peace between lumpen organizations. It’s been done before, and yet it’s
needed now more than ever. Send us your stories, art and ideas.
DEADLINE: February 1, 2009
Issue 8: Prison Labor/Economics - A number of prisoners have written in disagreeing
with our article, “Amerikans: oppressing for a living” that appeared in ULK Issue 2, by
claiming that prisoners are a source of great profits for the imperialists. While prisoners
are being used to subsidize institutions of state repression financially, the reports we
have received so far support our assertion that profits are not being extracted from prison
labor in the u$ overall. Here’s the questions we are asking prisoners across the country:
How many prisoners at your facility? How many of them work? Who do they work for?
What work do they do? How much do they get paid?
DEADLINE: April 1, 2009
rikan leaders are rotting away in isolation cells
in the united $tates. Some elders are facing trial
for alleged crimes over a quarter century old. If
Obama claims to care about people who aren’t
white he better stop the extreme repression being dealt out to any Black, Brown or Red leader
that stands up for their people.
Obama united amerikans, reminding revolutionaries what we’re up against in this country.
He also united amerikans with oppressed nations
within u$ borders (not to mention in Africa and
elsewhere). It is yet to be seen whether Blacks
and other internal semi-colonies are aligning
themselves more completely with the oppressor nation from which they benefit financially
or will step up to the opportunity to expand the
voice of the oppressed. As the economic crisis
advances, the oppressed would be smart to bet
on self-reliance and self-determination. When
the most oppressed and exploited come to tell
amerika that they can’t steal their wealth anymore, we’d like to be on the right side of history.
The oppressed youth in the united $tates
need vanguards that unflinchingly uphold selfdetermination and anti-imperialism. White
politics and non-profits have done too much
to dilute the revolutionary energy of oppressed
youth into dead-ends that do not serve oppressed
people globally or promote any real change.
notes: (1) Fox News exit poll summary. http://elections.foxnews.com/2008/11/05/fox-news-exit-pollsummary-599974112/

(2) A year and a half after the invasion 42% of whites
thought it was a mistake, while 76% of Blacks did. see
Gallup Poll. Iraq Support Split Along Racial Lines.
Sept. 14, 2004.
...continued from 1

...amerika still racist

The new Ku Klux Klan are the Boys in Blue
(police) and they are fully protected by the Korrupt Government. If you ask me, I think that
half of the Amerikan police departments should
be sitting in prison, on death row for the murders that they commit every day in the ghettos
and barrios. Brothers and sisters, have you ever
asked yourself, why do the police get away with
just a slap on the wrist after committing a brutal
murder? They claim to care for the children, but
yet they take the parents away from them, by using lethal force, and false imprisonment tactics.
Back in 2007 the California corrections system changed its name from California Department of Corrections to California Department
of Corrections and Rehabilitation. This is a big
gimmick. They did that in the attempt to fool the
public into believing that the prisons are trying
to help prisoners get ready for parole. But that’s
nothing but a big front. Nothing has changed,
they are still operating on old tactics. They want
us to stay blind so they can continue to control
the minds of the prison population.
This country is built on lies, corruptness, imperialism, racism, capitalism, etc. I am a Marxist-Leninist-Maoist, and I will not subside my
resistance to this Abu-Grahibization (torture).
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separan enmigrantes de “Hispano” en general,
haciendo esto difícil de confirmar pero esta creciendo la evidencia que esto es verdad. Existe un
aumento significante en construción detenciones
federales a lo largo del bordo tras cada ves más
leyes draconicas de inmigración y reglas en
años recientes. Mientras tanto, la población general de prisioneros ha continuado aumentando,
pero algunos sistemas estatales han empesado a
recortar. Nosotros recibimos más contribución y
investigación en este tema.]
Los prisioneros Estado Unidences son actualmente el segundo más grande grupo revolucionario en este pais. Un muy importante, y
algunos incluyendo yo argumentará que este
es el más grande punto de vuelta en la historia de Estados Unidos y historia del mundo, y
nosotros debemos poner una perspectiva apropiada en este momento crucial de historia. Es
aparente que estamos dirigidos hacia ocho años
de Barack Obama como presidente de los Estados Unidos y tengo un presentimiento que los
siguientes ocho años (2008-2016) será el tiempo
más importante en la historia de los Estados Unidos y el mundo.
MIM(Prisiónes) responde: Pensamos que este
prisionero ofrece algunos comentarios valiosos
sobre la nación oprimida dentro de los bordo
Estado Unidence juntandose con la aristocracia laboral. MIM ha estado diciendo por años
que las naciónes oprimidas son una parte de
la aristocracia laboral, entonces no estamos de
acuerdo que tomará Obama ser presidente para
causar esta transformación. La realidad de vida
en Amerika es que todos los ciudadanos se benefician de la economía de este pais imperialista
y eso incluye las naciones oprimidas dentro. Por
lo tanto, el interes de clase de naciones oprimidas dentro ya esta con el imperialismo. [Mira
MIM Teoria 1 y MIM Teoria 10 para más detallada economia y analicis politico de clase dentro
de los bordos Estadounidenses.]
Miramos naciones oprimidas dentro como
potencial revolucionario por sus intereses nacionales. Pero estamos de acuerdo con este prisionero y su punto en general que el gobierno
Estadounidense podría empujar hacia adelante
la condición nacional de naciones oprimidas internas para elevar sus intereces nacionales para
alinearlos con el imperialismo. La historia de
Estados Unidos tiene bastantes ejemplos de naciones oprimidas juntandose con la nación opresora, pero esos grupos eran blancos de diversos
paises, como los irlandeses [mira Colonos: La
mitologia del proletariado blanco escrito por
Sakai.]

El MIM(Prisiones)

El MIM(Prisiones) profesa la revolucionaria ideología comunista del marxismo-leninismomaoísmo y constituye una organización internacionalista que trabaja desde el punto de vista del
proletariado del Tercer Mundo.
El MIM(Prisiones) lucha para acabar con la opresión de cualquier grupo por parte de otros
grupos, clases, géneros o naciones. El MIM(Prisiones) está consciente de que la única manera
de llevar a cabo dicho propósito es mediante una consolidación de la opinión pública a favor de la
conquista del poder a través una lucha armada.
En el caso de EE.UU., la revolución irá convirtiéndose en realidad en la medida en que el gobierno amplíe el alcance de las fuerzas militares en un intento de mantener la hegemonía mundial.
El MIM(Prisiones) ha fundado una organización antiimperialista de prisioneros, Lucha Unida
desde Adentro (USW), encabezada por el MIM(Prisiones); el propósito de ésta es organizar a
gente antiimperialista dentro del sistema carcelario. Nuestros camaradas de la USW escriben
artículos delineando condiciones de sus cárceles, distribuyen el Bajo Cerradura y Llave dentro de
las cárceles, organizan grupos de estudio y, por lo general, asumen cierto grado de liderazgo práctico en cuanto a la educación sobre las cárceles como un aspecto del imperialismo estadounidense
por medio de recursos puramente legales.
Nosotros proporcionamos herramientas para llevar a cabo la educación de los prisioneros y la
gente afuera de las cárceles sobre la opresión de los prisioneros.
Si Ud. escribe en español o si les gustaría traducir artículos en inglés al español, Ud. puede ayudarnos con la publicación de las futuras ediciones de Bajo Cerradura y Llave. Este proyecto ayuda
a divulgar el pensamiento marxista-leninista- maoísta entre los pueblos de habla hispana, y sobre
todo, las semicolonias internas de EE.UU. Si Ud. es bilingüe de habla inglesa e hispana, avísenos
aunque no quiera ayudarnos. Si quiere entregar artículos en español, hágalo (de todas maneras nos
ayudaría recibir sus cartas en inglés, si es que Ud. sabe escribir en inglés).

A political voice from a
youth facility

ing things that reflect off their past when they
have not done anything at all. This of course
frustrates these prisoners to the point that they
attack the pigs, throw bodily fluids at these pigs,
or they simply tongue lash, i.e. verbally threaten
these pigs.

Here in the Youth Correctional Facilities
(YCFs) of California the wards are put into
training camps to further their commitment to
a life long criminal pursuit. The “youth councilor” (a.k.a. the imperialist swine puppet) make
sure to not only further the cause of these criminal acts, but they play other methods of corruption throughout the units where they’re all given
power over their assigned group of prisoners.
All under one higher echelon of imperialist corruption, called administration control.

Just two months ago a ward here was placed
on Specialized Modified Program (SMP) lockup for these same treatments. One day when he
asked a YCC if he could shave, the YCCs all
ignored his request. Then when he asked again
the YCC he initially asked told him to “shut
the fuck up or I’ll put you on suicide watch.”
The ward then began to get frustrated and loud,
which gave the YCC the incentive to go through
with his threats. That same YCC said this ward
had made threats to kill himself, so the YCOs
used chemical agent spray to detain him, then
they took him to the suicide unit. I was a witness
to the whole incident – he didn’t say any of the
things they claim he said.

by a California prisoner
October 2008

These YCC (Youth Correctional Councilor)
and YCO (Youth Correctional Officer) are given
power over the wards who are incarcerated in
these housing units. The job of the YCC is to
study their assigned wards and learn their past
history and behavior, then act like they have
solutions to prevent any further violence or
acts of criminality that these wards might do.
At the same time they (YCCs and YCOs) use
their power to manipulate the ward’s behavior
by falsely accusing the wards of doing or say-

There have been many more incidents where
these pigs have lied and then tried to cover their
mistakes with more lies. I mean why else would
the higher ups put cameras in every unit, down
every hall in this facility. Up north too, in Chad.
The sick thing is that to some of these pigs this
sort of treatment towards us is fun for them.

Under Lock & Key not enough?
If one ULK every 2 months isn’t enough political education for you, join a Maoist study cell through
MIM(Prisons). All new students must first finish an intro class studying the pamplhets “What is MIM?”, the
basic introductory pamphlet to the Maoist Internationalist Movement’s foundation and political line and Mao
Zedong’s “On Contradiction”, which introduces us to the philosophy of dialectical materialism.
The next intro class begins in Jan. 2009. To sign up, write in and send $5 or propose a work exchange
plan to pay the expenses of the course. Participants must be able to receive the study materials via mail and
respond to each assignment on time.

