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Making Prisons Safer with Revolutionary Education

by cipactli of Brown Berets - Prison Chapter
November 2012

Let's face it, most
people coming to prison
don't arrive with peo-
ple's safety at the top of
their priority list. Most
come to prison with their
homies” or comrades’
safety in mind but that
is about it. Most come
from an existence where,
if you are not sharp-wit-
ted, treacherous or a cold
hustler, you don't eat or
you don't survive.

Being raised in this
mind frame is not eas-
ily forgotten, so the eco-
nomic hurdle is key in a
prisoner's mindset. Many
grew up in an environ-
ment where other na-
tionalities are frowned upon or there are open
hostilities between different nations. Then there
are the mentally ill prisoners who may kick off
some shit over nonsense and others follow suit.
There are so many factors that make prisons un-
safe that one can write a book on them rather
easily. Each factor has many ways in which to
approach it and combat it as well. But at the end
of the day safe prisons anywhere in Amerika
will only come from the hands of prisoners our-
selves.

In a capitalist society prisons are not created
to rehabilitate prisoners or teach us, they are de-
signed to warehouse and neutralize us. So the
first step in attempting to create safer prisons
is understanding this. There is one key that un-
locks the door to getting safer prisons and that
key is education! I am not talking about Ameri-
kan education, I am talking about revolutionary
education. Rev Ed transforms people and bet-
ters people in all areas, including interacting
with one’s fellow prisoners. Take away Rev Ed
and one is left with backwards thinking, reac-
tionary behavior, abuse, set tripping, predatory
behavior, religious nonsense, drug and alcohol
addiction -- all the tore up tradition that has self-
destructed entire generations.

Ignorance of who you are will always bring
out the worst in you. Knowing where one comes
from, the deep tradition of resistance and legacy
of struggle will always propel one in a positive
path, a peaceful path, because when we learn
who the real oppressor is we no longer look at
another prisoner as the bad guy. Rev Ed teaches

us that prisoners in general are an oppressed
class and when we really grasp this there's no
way can we walk around trying to pick fights
with our fellow prisoners. Even the thought of
this becomes absurd. Instead we are walking
around trying to share revolutionary ideas and
exchange revolutionary literature in our quest to
revolutionize these hell holes. This must be our
focus if we want to have the greatest impact that
we can to make prisons safer.

I won't sugar coat it: this is hard work. When
I read about shit popping off in what amounts
to lumpen-on-lumpen crime I feel your pain be-
cause | been there and I still experience bullshit
that clings to many of those who continue to
hold on to nonsense or reactionary views. So
I know how it is when violence ensues around
you, especially if you have been working to
educate people for a period of time.

These challenges don't change the fact that
if you want a safe environment in prison you
need to educate your fellow prisoners. The best
way to do this is to start with yourself and your
cellmate if you have one. I have always had
long exchanges of ideas with a cellie. Whatever
revolutionary publication I had I would read it,
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Review: The Anti-Exploits of
Men Against Sexism

by PTT of MIM(Prisons)
November 2012

“The Anti-Exploits of Men Against Sexism”
Ed Mead

Revolutionary Rumors PRESS
RevolutionaryRumors @ gmail .com

This pamphlet is an historical account of the
organization Men Against Sexism (MAS). It is
written in an informal, story-telling style, from
the perspective of Ed Mead, one of MAS's pri-
mary organizers. "Anti-Exploits" spans the de-
velopment of MAS, from Mead's first encounter
with the near-rape of a fellow prisoner on his
tier in the mid-1970s, to the successful height of
the organization and the eradication of prisoner
rape in Washington State Prison. This success
impacted facilities all across the state.

Men Against Sexism was created to bring
prisoners together to fight against their common
oppression. Mead recognized that homophobia,
sexism, rape, and pimping were causing unnec-
essary divisions within the prisoner population.
"Only by rooting out internalized sexism would
men treat one another with respect."(p. 5) He
brought together politically-minded prisoners,
queers, and even some former sexual predators,
to change the culture of what was acceptable
and not on the tier.

We should take the example of MAS as
inspiration to identify our own collective divi-
sive behaviors on our unit, and attempt to build
bridges to overcome these barriers. Mead's
reputation of being a revolutionary, stand-up
guy in defense of prisoners' rights preceded him
across the facility, and helped him win allies in
unlikely places.

In the mid-1970s, prison conditions were
much different than they are today, and orga-
nizing MAS seems to have been relatively easy
according to the account given. Of course there
were challenges amongst the prisoner popula-
tion itself (for example, MAS defending a con-
victed pedophile from being gang raped and
sold as a sex slave put many people off) but
the administration didn't play a significant role
in thwarting the mission of MAS. The primary
organizers were allowed to cell together, and
several different prisoner organizations were
mentioned which had their own meeting spaces.

Today it seems we are lucky if more than
two prisoners can get together to do anything
besides watch TV. This is a testament to the dia-
lectical relationship between the prisoner move-

Continued on page 5...
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What is Under Lock & Key?

Under Lock & Key (ULK) is the voice of the anti-
imperialist movement within prisons in the United
$tates. Fighting the injustice system is just one part
of the anti-imperialist struggle, and it is important
that comrades not lose sight of the connections to
the larger battle. For this reason, in addition to news
about prisons and prisoner struggles, we also publish
more general news and analysis important to the anti-
imperialist movement. We welcome support and col-
laboration from those who are focused only on prison
issues, but we also challenge them to see the impor-
tance of carrying out their work as part of a larger anti-
imperialist strategy.

ULK serves as a forum to develop and promote
agitational campaigns led by MIM(Prisons) and USW.
Our current battles in the United States are legally per-
mitted. We encourage prisoners to join these battles
while explicitly discouraging them from engaging in
any violence or illegal acts. MIM(Prisons) and its pub-
lications explicitly oppose the use of armed struggle
at this time in the imperialist countries (including the
United States).

ULK is edited and published by MIM(Prisons) and
mostly written and illustrated by USW and other Unit-
ed Front organizations behind bars. ULK comes out
every other month, and is free for U.$. prisoners. For
people outside of prison, all issues of ULK, plus addi-
tional reports from within U.$. prisons, are available on
MIM(Prisons)’s website: www.prisoncensorship.info

What is Imperialism?

Imperialism is an economic system that V.I. Lenin
defined as “the highest stage of capitalism.” It became
well pronounced in the early 1900s and is defined by
the globalization of capital, the dominance of finance
capital and the division of the world into imperialist and
exploited nations; Maoists see the latter as the princi-
pal contradiction in the world today.

As the economic system that dominates the world,
imperialism determines much of the material reality
that all inhabitants of planet Earth face today, includ-
ing war, poverty and environmental destruction. This
means that the status quo promoted by imperialist
interests is the biggest hindrance to change. As the
dominant imperialist power, both financially and mili-
tarily, the United $tates generally serves as the pri-
mary target of our attacks as anti-imperialists.

What is MIM(Prisons)?

The Maoist Internationalist Ministry of Prisons,
MIM(Prisons), is a cell of revolutionaries serving the
oppressed masses inside U.$. prisons. We uphold the
revolutionary communist ideology of Marxism-Lenin-
ism-Maoism and work from the vantage point of the
Third World proletariat.

Imperialism is the number one enemy of the ma-
jority of the world’'s people; we cannot achieve our
goal of ending all oppression without overthrowing im-
perialism. History has shown that the imperialists will
wage war before they will allow an end to oppression.

As revolutionary internationalists, we support the
self-determination of all nations and peoples. Today,
the U.$. prison system is a major part of the impe-
rialist state used to prevent the self-determination of
oppressed nations. It is for this reason that we see
prisoners in this country as being at the forefront of
any anti-imperialist and revolutionary movement.
While our organization focuses on prisoner support,
we believe that there is a dire need for Maoists to do
organizing and educational work in many areas in the
United $tates. We hope people are inspired by our ex-
ample around prisons and apply it to their own work
to create more Maoist cells and broaden the Maoist
movement behind enemy lines.

MIM(Prisons) distinguishes ourselves from other
groups on the six points below. We consider other
organizations actively upholding these points to be
fraternal.

1. Communism is our goal. Communism is a so-
ciety where no group has power over any other group.

2. Dictatorship of the proletariat is necessary.
In a dictatorship of the proletariat the formerly ex-
ploited majority dictates to the minority (who promoted
exploitation) how society is to be run. In the case of
imperialist nations, a Joint Dictatorship of the Proletar-
iat of the Oppressed Nations (JDPON) must play this
role where there is no internal proletariat or significant
mass base that favors communism.

3. We promote a united front with all who op-
pose imperialism. The road to the JDPON over the
imperialist nations involves uniting all who can be
united against imperialism. We cannot fight imperial-
ism and fight others who are engaged in life-and-death
conflicts with imperialism at the same time. Even im-
perialist nation classes can be allies in the united front
under certain conditions.

4. A parasitic class dominates the First World
countries. As Marx, Engels and Lenin formulated and
MIM Thought has reiterated through materialist analy-
sis, imperialism extracts super-profits from the Third
World and in part uses this wealth to buy off whole
populations of so-called workers. These so-called
workers bought off by imperialism form a new petty-
bourgeoisie called the labor aristocracy; they are not a
vehicle for Maoism. Those who work in the economic
interests of the First World labor aristocracy form the
mass base for imperialism’s tightening death-grip on
the Third World.

5. New bourgeoisies will form under socialism.
Mao led the charge to expose the bourgeoisie that
developed within the communist party in the Soviet
Union and the campaign to bombard the headquarters
in his own country of China. Those experiences dem-
onstrated the necessity of continuous revolution under
the dictatorship of the proletariat. The class struggle
does not end until the state has been abolished and
communism is reached.

6. The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution in
China was the furthest advancement toward com-
munism in history. We uphold the Soviet Union until
the death of Stalin in 1953, followed by the People’s
Republic of China through 1976, as the best examples
of modern socialism in practice. The arrest of the
“Gang of Four” in China and the rise of Krushchev in
the Soviet Union marked the restoration of capitalism
in those countries. Other experiments in developing
socialism in the 20th century failed to surpass the So-
viet model (i.e. Albania), or worse, stayed within the
capitalist mode of production, generally due to a failure
to break with the Theory of Productive Forces.

What is United Struggle from Within?

United Struggle from Within (USW) is a
MIM(Prisons)-led mass organization for U.$. prisoners
and former prisoners. USW is explicitly anti-imperialist
in leading campaigns on behalf of U.$. prisoners in al-
liance with national liberation struggles in the United
$tates and around the world. USW won't champion
struggles which are not in the interests of the inter-
national proletariat. USW will also not choose one
nation’s struggles over other oppressed nations’ strug-
gles. USW should work independently, but under the
guidance of MIM(Prisons), to build public opinion and
independent institutions of the oppressed in order to
obtain state power independent of imperialism. Mem-
bers don't have to agree with MIM(Prisons)’s cardinal
points (see above) but they can’t consciously disagree
with any of them. See page 12 for info on some of the
active USW campaigns.

United Front for Peace in Prisons-
Statement of Principles

The basis of any real unity comes from an agree-
ment on certain key ideas. This statement does not
grant authority to any party over any other party. We
are mutually accountable to each other to uphold these
points in order to remain active participants in this
united front.

*PEACE: WE organize to end the needless con-
flicts and violence within the U.$. prison environment.
The oppressors use divide and conquer strategies so
that we fight each other instead of them. We will stand
together and defend ourselves from oppression.

* UNITY: WE strive to unite with those facing the
same struggles as us for our common interests. To
maintain unity we have to keep an open line of net-
working and communication, and ensure we address
any situation with true facts. This is needed because
of how the pigs utilize tactics such as rumors, snitches
and fake communications to divide and keep division
among the oppressed. The pigs see the end of their
control within our unity.

* GROWTH: WE recognize the importance of
education and freedom to grow in order to build real
unity. We support members within our organization who
leave and embrace other political organizations and
concepts that are within the anti-imperialist struggle.
Everyone should get in where they fit in. Similarly, we
recognize the right of comrades to leave our organiza-
tion if we fail to live up to the principles and purpose of
the United Front for Peace in Prisons.

* INTERNATIONALISM: WE struggle for the lib-
eration of all oppressed people. While we are often
referred to as "minorities" in this country, and we often
find those who are in the same boat as us opposing us,
our confidence in achieving our mission comes from
our unity with all oppressed nations who represent the
vast majority globally. We cannot liberate ourselves
when participating in the oppression of other nations.

* INDEPENDENCE: WE build our own institutions
and programs independent of the United $tates gov-
ermment and all its branches, right down to the local
police, because this system does not serve us. By de-
veloping independent power through these institutions
we do not need to compromise our goals.

How to join the United Front?

* Study and uphold the five principles above.

* Send your organization's name and a statement
of unity to MIM(Prisons). Your statement can explain
what the united front principles mean to your organiza-
tion, how they relate to your work, why they are impor-
tant, etc.

*Develop peace and unity between factions
where you are at on the basis of opposing oppression
of all prisoners and oppressed people in general.

* Send reports on your progress to Under Lock &
Key. Did you develop a peace treaty or protocol that
is working? Send it in for others to study. Is your unity
based on actions? Send us reports on the organizing
you are doing.

* Keep educating your members. The more edu-
cated your members are, the more unity you can de-
velop, and the stronger your organization can become.
Unity comes from the inside out. By uniting internally,
we can better unite with others as well. Contact
MIM(Prisons) if you need additional materials to edu-
cate your members in history, politics and economics.
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Uiolence Perpetuated by Admin: Come Together and Fight for Peace

by a North Carolina prisoner
November 2012

In late September of this year, in a fight be-
tween a few prisoners, a prisoner was killed and
another prisoner was seriously wounded and is
still in critical condition. The incident happened
at Lanesboro Correctional Institution and we
have been on lockdown since it occurred. The
administration discontinued visitation for regu-
lar population and segregated inmates, cut tele-
phone privileges for everyone, and regular pop-
ulation was limited to ordering only five items,
three times a week, and three showers a week.
Recreation was taken from regular population
indefinitely, which caused them to remain in
their rooms for 24 hours a day for days at a time.

The strange thing about this entire event is
when Superintendent Parsons was questioned
on the Channel 9 news based in Charlotte, North
Carolina, about what exactly happened, he re-
sponded by saying 148 prisoners had a "brawl"
in which a prisoner was killed. The media then
debased the prisoner who was killed and devot-
ed the entire segment to discussing how he was
shot by police in 1999 in an attempted escape.
Nothing was said about why this prisoner-on-
prisoner stabbing occurred, or about the dozens
of other stabbings that happened throughout this
year. Nor did they mention the illegal and in-
humane "dry cells" that were mandated by the
administration, leaving almost 100 prisoners in
rooms with feces covering the entire dorm.

As of now, all of the questionable events are
being investigated by the State Bureau Investi-
gation Unit and Laneseboro Correctional Insti-
tution may be looking at grave consequences.
But why did these events end so brutally? Why
did it take a prisoner losing his life for the ad-
ministration, the Governor, and law enforce-
ment to get involved? First let's take a look at
what led up to these times we are in.

At the start of the year, the prison adminis-
tration promoted the idea that gang violence was
the cause of dozens of stabbings occurring state-
wide which put several close custody camps on
lockdown for weeks and even months. Here at
Lanesboro, that soon subsided and things were
back to "normal." Then early June, the Prison
Emergency Response Team (PERT) raided the
prison, where nearly 100 prisoners were placed
in "dry cells" where we were in our cells 24
hours a day for a week. PERT officers weren't
allowing us to flush our toilets, which caused
them to become clogged. In protest we threw
our feces out into the dayroom, leaving the
entire dorm in a heap of feces. Prisoners were
forced to eat, clean our bodies, and sleep in this
stench. Also prisoners were forced to have x-
rays to find drugs, cell phones or weapons. This
led to many lawsuits being filed.

What happened next indicates how much
the Lanesboro administration cares about pris-
on life. A stabbing had occurred in which one
prisoner's neck was cut. A prisoner involved
was placed in segregation along with the pris-
oner who had his throat cut. The administration

then released the assaulted prisoner into regular
population after one week and placed him in the
same pod as his enemies. This set off four con-
secutive stabbings in less than two hours around
the prison.

They momentarily locked us down. When
we came off, two days later a prisoner was
killed. Another strange thing is the prisoners
who did the killing didn't live in the dorm where
the killing occurred, and neither did the prisoner
who was killed. This means the officers had to
let these prisoners into a dorm where they didn't
live.

So we see the perpetuation of violence by the
Lanesboro administration who place known en-
emies in the same dorm. Obviously they’re not
trying to stop the violence. This perpetuation of
violence results in lockdowns where they take
all of the prisoners "privileges" in an attempt to
further control us. It's obvious these lockdowns
did not halt the violence. In fact, evidence shows
that violence in prisons across the country in-
creases after a lock down (see the documentary
“Unlock the Box” on DVD). But the puzzling
part is when they take away our "privileges,"
we gladly accept it instead of resisting. There
were only a few people filing grievances, filing
lawsuits, taking progressive actions against the
beast, but there were many complaining.

Why do these violent acts continue to occur?
To understand the simple answer you just have
to look at conditions here. We have to wait 90
days to receive a job, even unit jobs. They're de-
nying some of us from even enrolling in school
or extra-curricular activities. They barely even
offer any extra-curricular activities. All we have
to occupy our time is TV, yard and gym. Prison-
ers have no activities to engage in, and so just
hang around the dorms. With the state build-
ing medium custody facilities right beside the
close custody facilities, the administration says
all "good" jobs (kitchen workers and other im-
portant jobs) will be taken by medium custody
prisoners. This will ultimately have more of us
in our dorms unable to work, and so prevented
from getting gain time and being shipped to a
"better" facility. It will destroy morale and cause
some to lash out and perpetuate the prisoner-on-
prisoner violence.

So why do these events continue to happen?
Because the administration wants it to! They
perpetuate violence. They don't care about pris-
oners lives, and they are never going to solve the
true problems. Therefore, it is up to us to reme-
dy our own situations by uniting and never split-
ting. We need to take rebellious actions against
these oppressors and force them to recognize
their policies aren't working. We must come to-
gether and get an understanding and peace with
one another so they won't have to enforce any
policies anyway.

We don't want them to do their jobs because
their jobs are to repress, suppress and oppress
us, to hinder us from uniting and fighting the
true injustice. As superintendent Parsons lied to

Continued on page 16...

CA HS Reps Promote Peace
Agreement

by MIM(Prisons)
November 2012

On October 10 a peace accord went into
place across the California prison system to
end hostilities between different racial groups.
The Pelican Bay State Prison - Security Hous-
ing Unit (PBSP-SHU) Short Corridor Hunger
Strike Representatives issued a statement in
August, and hundreds responded on October
10 with hunger strikes to continue the struggle
against so-called gang validation and the SHU.
The original statement calls on lumpen orga-
nizations to turn to "causes beneficial to all"
instead of infighting among the oppressed. Re-
cently initiators re-iterated that this “End to All
Hostilities” applies to all LOs right down to the
youth authority prisoners. Also included in a re-
cent communique was:

“We will also call on [prisoners in] GP
(general population), Ad-Seg, death row and
SHU representatives, including women (I'm
also personally including here all YA and
YTS), to draft up their own demands tailored
to their own individual institutional needs to
be served on CDCR and their prison wardens
— I would get started on them now — as well
as a call for all prisoners across the U.S.,
state and federal, to join us July 8, 2013, for
a national hunger strike and work stoppage
to protest solitary confinement and the con-
tinued deprivations and conditions in their
individual prison systems.

“We will also encourage reps from each
U.S. prison to formulate their own separate
demands, now tailored for their individual
state and institutional needs, also setting
July 8, 2013, as their deadline to meet their
demands or else they will also go on hunger
strike and work stoppage, which we will sup-
port. And for those interested as to acceptable
strategies, have family and friends send you
free download copies of The Rock newsletter
Volume 1, No. 7, July 2012.”(2)

The campaign to launch a peace treaty by
influential leaders in Pelican Bay is not new. In
2000 prisoners worked with California Depart-
ment of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR)
to organize peace talks, but those efforts were
sabotaged by the CDCR whose class and na-
tional interests conflicted with those of the pris-
oners. It is inspiring that comrades find now
to be an opportune time to initiate the process
without the state, which is in line with the prin-
ciples of the United Front for Peace in Prisons
initiated by MIM(Prisons) and USW in 2011.

We share the PBSP-SHU Collective's view
that peace is key to building unity against the
criminal injustice system. Prison organizations
and individual prisoners across the country
have pledged themselves to the United Front
for Peace in Prisons (UFPP) principles and are
building this United Front in their prisons, com-
munities and organizations.(3)

We know this won't be easy, but there is a

Continued on page 16...
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Psychiatric Matrix of Isolation as Social Control

by USW461 of United Struggle from Within
November 2012

A comrade from another trench spoke once
on leadership and what it means to h: "The an-
swer is that like it or not, people who collect
information, analyze and then make decisions
on what is true and not true, are leaders. People
who do not are not leaders."(1)

Sensory deprivation in solitary confinement
creates an inability to make decisions because
information flow is very nearly cut off. Another
way this bourgeois imperialist society stops
leaders in their tracks is by making one's deci-
sions, after analyzing information, seem off, to
seem crazy or "mentally ill."

"Another problem relevant to revolution-
aries is they have a more intellectual ten-
dency to describe reality independently of
the socially acceptable way of so doing. The
individual is one who feels manipulated and
controlled by outside forces, and is aware of
the limitations of his individuality and room
for maneuver... he gives himself importance,
and does not care what others think, or at
least feels that to care about that won't help
him to live. He tends to see himself as good
and others as wicked."(2)

Prisoners, prison abolitionists and anti-
imperialists of all stripes are familiar with the
above mindset. It is a mindset that's a prereq-
uisite to successful prolonged struggle against
entrenched anti-people systems. Hegemonic
propaganda that pigs use to uphold the super-
structure inculcates the majority of citizens to
turn on non-mainstream individuals. I'm posi-
tive some reading these words will be shocked
to hear the above quote is the bourgeois defini-
tion of schizophrenia.

Comrade Huey P. Newton, Minister of De-
fense of the Black Panther Party, was labeled
mentally ill by prison administrators, cops and
non-revolutionary whites. His leadership abil-
ity of disseminating truths gleaned from study
posed such a threat to capitalist hegemony that

he had to be discredited by the label "crazy." In
prison, pigs forced Newton to visit a psychia-
trist. He had this to say:

"From the minute I entered his office 1
made my position clear. I told him that I had
no faith or confidence in psychological tests
because they were not designed to relate to
the culture of poor and oppressed people. |
was willing to talk to him, I said, but I would
not submit to any testing. As we talked, he
started running games on me. For instance, in
the midst of our conversation he would try to
speak in psychological questions such as 'do
you feel people are persecuting you?' Each
time he did this I told him I would not submit
to any sort of testing, and if he persisted I was
going to leave the room. The psychiatrist in-
sisted that I had a bias against psychological
testing. He was correct."(3)

Mental illness is just a form of social con-
trol. Just the same as "corrections" and "spread-
ing democracy" are forms of social control. I
believe the prison system uses mental health
jackets, and society in general tags people as
"just plain crazy," to break revolutionary's self-
esteem, leadership skills and family connec-
tions. When something as large as koncentra-
tion kamps throws its weight into convincing
people's mothers, fathers and sisters that said
person is nuts, it's a short walk away from these
individuals actually becoming insane with lack
of "free-world" support.

Their tactics are to divide and conquer by
pasting "schizophrenic," "depressed" and "anti-
social" tags on the foreheads of revolutionary
genius. They psychotropically castrate and lo-
botomize mind-washed leaders into their peo-
ple's own genocide.

I could leave prison by consenting to swal-
low my own destruction. I could leave solitary
if "all I did" was snitch for them. Most of my
family's gone because they believe I'm insane.
Forty-six letters sit unmailed because I lack
postage. After filing two lawsuits, the Prison
Litigation Reform Act bleeds 60% of the $25

interests of the bourgeoisie.

that they are reforming criminals.

do something wrong by proletarian standards.

On Prisons & Prisoners

MIM(Prisons) seeks to build public opinion against Amerika’s criminal injustice system, and to
eventually replace the bourgeois injustice system with proletarian justice. The bourgeois injus-
tice system imprisons and executes a disproportionately large and growing number of oppressed
people while letting the biggest mass murderers -- the imperialists and their lackeys -- roam free.
Imperialism is not opposed to murder or theft. It only insists that these crimes be committed in the

All U.$. citizens are criminals -- accomplices and accessories to the crimes of U.$. oppression glob-
ally until the day U.$. imperialism is overcome. All U.$. citizens should start from the point of view

MIM(Prisons) does not advocate that all prisoners go free today; we have a more effective program
for fighting crime as was demonstrated in China prior to the restoration of capitalism there in 1976.
We say that all prisoners are political prisoners because under the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie,
all imprisonment is substantively political. It is our responsibility to exert revolutionary leadership
and conduct political agitation and organization among prisoners -- whose material conditions
make them an overwhelmingly revolutionary group. Some prisoners should and will work on self-
criticism under a future dictatorship of the proletariat in those cases in which prisoners really did

a month my dear poor grandmother sends. She
could have retired this year, but with all her
grandsons in chains.

FDR 25 is a kkkontrol unit policy which I
have filed suit on. A policy deputy director for
administration Mike Haddon states:

"The policy you are requesting is FDR
25, Intensive Management Unit, it states
'mail, other than first class, privileged and/
or religious shall not be allowed for inmates
on intensive management and includes news-
papers, books, magazines, pamphlets, bro-
chures, etc.' This policy's release could rea-
sonably be expected to jeopardize the Utah
Department of Corrections hence it is protect-
ed. If this information were to be released into
the system, inmates could use that informa-
tion to fight policy. We do not let that chapter
out to anyone who isn't in law enforcement.
Your request for a copy of the 78 page policy
is, therefore, denied."

A policy that prevents people from collect-
ing information, receiving information and
analyzing said information, coupled with the
unconstitutional fact that the Utah DOC doesn't
provide a law library per supreme court ruling
Bivens, halts the ability for captives to "describe
reality independently" of that policy. Since only
pigs can know that policy, we can't fight it.

Even if I could know it and struggle with it
and beat it in court I'd just be labelled "mentally
ill," more so than I am now. And this is the pur-
pose of sensory deprivation and mental illness:
halting revolutionary leadership and maintain-
ing the status quo. Stopping information and
throwing dirty jackets on truth.

Who does bourgeois psychiatry serve by de-
stroying oppressed peoples? The oppressor na-
tion. What types of people are being killed off
in these concentration camps? The oppressed
nations. What population turns a blind eye to
this reality, or even worse, that the Third World
is parceled up and packaged for First World
consumer consumption? The oppressor nation.
What nation must be organized to defeat the
oppressor nation? And if we wish to succeed
shouldn't we discern friend from foe?

"The job of psychiatrist [and those that
subscribe to bourgeois psychiatry] must be
abolished [and reeducated after repenting
oppressive policy, genocidal injustice and
terroristic 'spreading of democracy'], if only
because it is corrupting to the truth to have a
profession of people [or nation] making mon-
ey by constructing various vague illnesses
[vague reasons for war or psychotropics/in-
stitutionalization] that people have. Instead,
all oppressed people and progressive-minded
people must take up the science of controlling
their own destinies."(4)

MIM(Prisons) adds: Just as physical violence
is used against the oppressed as a means of con-
trol and installing fear, so is psychological vio-
lence. So when we think about promoting safety
in prisons, we cannot do that without addressing
psychological violence as well. Often that is the
predominate form of violence used against rev-

Continued on page 16...
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ment and the forces of the state. During the time
of MAS, the prisoner movement was relatively
strong compared to where it's at today. After
the booming prisoner rights movement of the
1970s, the state figured out that to undermine
those movements they needed to develop meth-
ods to keep prisoners isolated from each other.
Not the least significant of which is the prolif-
eration of the control unit, where prisoners are
housed for 23 or more hours per day with very
little contact with the world outside their cell, let
alone their facility.

MAS recognized that there is power in num-
bers. They collected donations from allies out-
side prison to purchase access to cells from oth-
er prisoners and designated them as "safe cells."
MAS would identify newcomers to the facility
who looked vulnerable and offer them protec-
tion in these group safe cells. This is in stark
contrast to how the state offers so-called protec-
tion to victims of prisoner rape, which is gener-
ally to isolate them in control units.(1) Bonnie
Kerness of the American Friends Service Com-
mittee writes of this practice being used with
transgender prisoners, and the concept applies
to all prisoners who are gender oppressed in
prison no matter their gender identity,

"In some cases this can be a safe place to
avoid the violence of other prisoners. More
often this isolation of transgender prisoners
places them at greater risk of violence at the
hands of correctional officers...

"Regardless of whether or not it provides
some level of protection or safety, isolation is
a poor alternative to general population. The
physical, emotional, spiritual, and psycho-
logical impacts of solitary confinement are
tantamount to torture for many."(2)

As late as 2009, data was compiled by the
Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) stating "Ap-
proximately 2.1% of prison inmates and 1.5%
of jail inmates reported inmate-on-inmate sex-
ual victimization, whereas approximately 2.8%
of prison inmates and 2.0% of jail inmates re-
ported staff sexual misconduct."(3) Certainly
much of this staff-on-prisoner sexual assault oc-
curs in general population, but isolating victims
makes them that much more accessible.

Isolation as the best option for protection is
the most obvious example of individualizing
struggles of prisoners. What is more individual-
ized than one persyn in a room alone all day?
Individualizing prisoners' struggles is also car-
ried out by the rejection of group grievances in
many states. All across the country our com-
rades meet difficulty when attempting to file
grievances on behalf of a group of prisoners. In
California, a comrade attempted to simply cite a
Director's Level Appeal Decision stating MIM
is not a banned distributor in the state on h cen-
sorship appeal, but it was rejected because that
Director's Level Decision "belongs to another
inmate."(4) We must identify the state's attempts
to divide us from our potential comrades in all
forms, and actively work against it.

MAS worked to abolish prisoner-on-prison-

er sexual slavery and rape, where the pigs were
consenting to this gender oppression by nonin-
terference. But the state paid for this hands-off
approach when the autonomy of the movement
actually united prisoners against oppression.

What about gender oppression in prisons today?

In 2003, under strong pressure from a
broad range of activists and lobbyists, Con-
gress passed the Prison Rape Elimination Act
(PREA), and in May 2012 the final rules were
completed. With the initiation of the PREA, sta-
tistics on prison rape are becoming more avail-
able. But comprehensive, sweeping data on the
frequency of prison rape does not exist and so
we can not detect trends from 1975 to the pres-
ent, or even from 2003 to present. Despite high
hopes for the PREA from anti-rape activists, we
can't yet determine if there has been any benefit,

and in some cases the rates of prison rape seem .

to be increasing.

When MAS was picking out newcomers to
recruit into their safe cells, they were identifying
people who they saw as obviously queer, or in
some way likely to be a target. MAS was using
their intuition and persynal experience to iden-
tify people who are more likely to be victim-
ized. According to the BJS, in their 2009 study,
prisoners who are "white or multi-racial, have
a college education, have a sexual orientation
other than heterosexual, and experienced sexual
victimization prior to coming to the facility" ...
had "significantly higher" rates of inmate-on-
inmate victimization.(1) Human Rights Watch
similarly reported in 2001,

"Specifically, prisoners fitting any part of
the following description are more likely to
be targeted: young, small in size, physically
weak, white, gay, first offender, possessing
'feminine' characteristics such as long hair
or a high voice; being unassertive, unag-
gressive, shy, intellectual, not street-smart, or
'passive'; or having been convicted of a sexu-
al offense against a minor. Prisoners with any
one of these characteristics typically face an
increased risk of sexual abuse, while prison-
ers with several overlapping characteristics
are much more likely than other prisoners to
be targeted for abuse."(5)

The descriptions above of who's more sub-
ject to prison rape are bourgeois definitions of
what MIM called gender. Bullying, rape, sexual
identity, and sexual orientation are phenomena
that exist in the realm of leisure-time activity.
Oppression that exists in leisure-time can gener-
ally be categorized as gender oppression. Gen-
der oppression also rests clearly on health status
and physical ability, which, in work-time also
affects class status.(6) Since prisoners on the
whole spend very little time engaged in produc-
tive labor, their time behind bars can be catego-
rized as a twisted form of leisure-time. Prisons
are primarily a form of national oppression, and
gender is used as a means to this end.

Consider this statistic from BJS, "Signifi-
cantly, most perpetrators of staff sexual miscon-
duct were female and most victims were male:

Continued on page 11...

Reforming the Reforms

by a California prisoner
October 2012

The main problem with the grievance pro-
cess in California is at the informal level, when
a prisoner has to get two responses from staff
on a CDCR 22 form. Unless you're challeng-
ing something out of the Title 15, the CDCR 22
must be filled out. That's very hard to do, con-
sidering most staff just throw them away. The
CDCR 22 is designed so that officers can sign it
at the door, verifying that it was sent, and give
the prisoner a receipt. However, even with the
receipt, if the prisoner does not have two staff
responses, the appeals coordinator will reject
the grievance. The Title 15 Section 3084.3 (b),
(c), and Section 3086 (e)(2) allow them to do
that.

THE PaY IS5 GRERT,
THE OVERTIME x5 SWEET

AND THE PRISONERD ARE
ALWAYS \DRONG |

What we should do is file a grievance on
those three Title 15 sections I just listed, re-
questing that they be changed to state: "One or
two signed CDCR 22 receipts requesting rem-
edy or supporting documents that also show that
the staff member to whom the CDCR 22 was
mailed did not respond within the time limits
detailed in Section 3086 (f)(4) and (h) shall be
receipted in lieu of requested supporting docu-
ments pursuant to Section 3084.3." The legal ar-
gument for this is the 14th Amendment (access
to courts) and Title 15 Section 3084.1 (right to
appeal).

Just jump through the hoops until the griev-
ance is exhausted. Then, write the Prison Law
Office and the ACLU and tell them you'd like
their help in filing a §1983 suit. Since it's a ma-
jor issue, a prisoner advocate group will prob-
ably pick it up, and the petition distributed by
MIM(Prisons) could be used as evidence.

Another good grievance would challenge the
Title 15 Section 3123 (b), which gives CDCR
the power to limit the law library hours to what-
ever it wants. Here at Kern Valley State Prison,
the law library is open 2 days a week. The Title
15 should be amended to say: "Each law library
shall remain open five days a week, for not less
than six hours per day." The 14th Amendment
should also be cited for that grievance.

MIM(Prisons) responds: CDCR Form 22 is a
reform to the CDCR grievance system that was

Continued on next page..
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The Updated Survivors Manual
by PTT of MIM(Prisons)
October 2012

This summer, the American Friends Service
Committee (AFSC) released the fifth printing
of their pamphlet "Survivors Manual: A manual
written by and for people living in control units."
There were some good additions to the pam-
phlet, such as an excerpt from Bonnie Kerness's
presentation from the STOPMAX Conference,
some of which is featured in the documentary
"Unlock the Box"; and a summary written by
Bonnie of her years of experience working with
and witnessing prisoners in isolation.

Because MIM(Prisons) stands for justice and
equality for all humyn-kind, in direct opposition
to the capitalist-imperialist power structure,
many of our comrades are targeted for place-
ment in control units. This greatly minimizes
their ability to organize others, communicate
with comrades on the outside, and maintain a
healthy mind and body. Others are targeted for
isolation simply for attempting to learn the his-
tory of their people or help others with their le-
gal work. So clearly, much of the information
contained in this pamphlet is invaluable to our
readership who are constantly threatened with,
or are currently facing, time in the hole.

The AFSC is a liberal progressive group, and
there is some information in this pamphlet that
we think is quite bad advice for our readers. At
least one article says to avoid the prisoncrats if
at all possible. The authors' purported goal is
to get to general population or released, and to
maintain some form of happiness. If the goal
were to get to general population or released in
order to be a more effective revolutionary orga-
nizer, of course we would agree.

We don't advocate people go out looking for
trouble, and we need to choose our battles wise-
ly. But for prisoner activists, filing grievances
on staff misconduct and unhealthy conditions is
a primary method we use to defend ourselves
and our fellow prisoners. Unfortunately, often-
times these grievances lead to repression from
the pigs. But we would not advocate that people
shy away from this important work for the sole

Continued on page 15...

On “Objective” Reporting

Under Lock & Key relies on our comrades be-
hind bars to report on conditions and events
inside prisons. We track the history and reli-
ability of our writers and, when possible, we
double check facts in the articles. But there
will always be some facts we cannot verify
before printing. Our readers are encour-
aged to let us know if they have informa-
tion that contradicts what they see in Under
Lock & Key. Yet, recognize that no matter
how much the bourgeoisie tries to pretend,
reporting is never completely objective or
devoid of political content. MIM(Prisons)
will always report from the perspective
of the international proletariat and on
the issues that best serve their interests.

...Continued from page 1

. Safety

or my cellie would, and we would discuss what
we agreed with or disagreed with. Once me and
my cellmate were on the same page we would
begin to educate our neighbors on either side
regardless of who it was, passing publications
and eventually books, and eventually involv-
ing the whole tier or pod. Many times this pro-
cess would begin by just passing a publication
to someone or telling one persyn to read it and
pass it down the line. After a while the questions
will begin. This is one way I have experienced
creating more educated prisoners and thus safer
conditions.

I have also found prisoners who could not
read or write, and the state usually does not have
material or classes for these people, so I would
tell these prisoners I'll spend the time and effort
to teach them to read on the condition that they
must in turn teach someone else once they are
able. One time I taught a prisoner to read out on
the mainline and when I saw he had not found
someone to tutor I went around and found some-
one for him. I would go to the law library when
I was on the mainline and see someone trying
to maneuver in the law and I'd reach out to help
this persyn. All these people were all different
nationalities but in order to create "peaceful
prisons" I have learned that you can't limit your-
self to your own nation; someone has to build
that bridge of relations. If I get to a yard where
there is no bridge, I will fill the vacuum because
someone has to.

What I have experienced in doing time (and
I have spent more time of my life incarcerated
than out in society) is that the majority of vio-
lence that occurs is over a business deal gone
bad, either drugs or gambling debts. So if we

...Reforms

rolled out December 2010 in response to the
campaign to End the High Desert State Prison
Z-Unit Zoo.(1) Participants of this campaign
sent petitions to CDCR administrators and le-
gal protection groups such as the Prison Law
Office and the U.S. Department of Justice. An
investigation was conducted, prisoners were
interviewed, and even some of their demands
were met.(2)

...Continued from previous page

But this contributor shows how our struggles
for reforms, and even our victories, will be met
with more and more red tape under the current
power structure. Form 22 was supposedly de-
signed "so that our requests may be answered in
a timely fashion by COs, with a receipt. Now we
have a clearer paper trail to use should K9s de-
cide to implement their underground rules."(1)
But still, there's nothing stopping the COs from
simply throwing Form 22s away.

This contributor's suggestion to change
some of the language of Title 15 may be an im-
provement on the current grievance system in
California. But until COs and prison adminis-
trators acquire a proletarian morality that val-
ues the well-being of all people, they will figure
out ways to continue to oppress those who they
deem as unworthy of basic humyn necessities,
and their higher-ups will cover for them. This

have enough discipline to cut this out of the pic-
ture would reduce a lot of the violence. The next
issue is predatory behavior which is just one
persyn or group oppressing or attempting to op-
press another, either because of ones nationality
or what geographic location one grew up in. If
you refrain from this behavior safer prisons be-
come even more of a reality.

In California, prisoners in Pelican Bay re-
cently issued a statement to end hostilities be-
tween all nationalities in California prisons,
county jails and streets. This is unprecedented
in California where lumpen-on-lumpen crime
has gone on with deadly consequences for many
years. This is only a step, but it is a necessary
step in building any type of serious change or
any transformation in each nation. The days
when the state would pit prisoners on prison-
ers in California and use us as gladiators for
their amusement are over. Prisoners have finally
identified the real problem we face, i.e. the real
oppressor. And if California can do this and if
those in Pelican Bay SHU, who the state claims
control all California "gangs," can do this then
there is no reason why every prison in Amerika
can't do the same and call for an end to all hos-
tilities in all prisons, jails and streets! This is a
necessary step if prisoners ever hope to create
real safe zones in prisons.

We are seeing history play out in California
where our future is in our own hands. If we want
to have prisons where we can really rehabilitate
ourselves then we must make it happen and the
only way for this to happen is if we do so collec-
tively and by ending the hostilities between all
nationalities. This knocks down barricades that
would otherwise slow down this process. This is
not saying we don't have differences, there are

Continued on page next page...

proletarian morality doesn't develop from pro-
cedural changes in prison operations, no matter
what documents we amend. Material conditions
shape our worldview, and until the material
conditions that support national oppression are
abolished, the oppressors will continue to jus-
tify their sick behaviors.

While we fight for reforms to improve our
current conditions, we must accept the necessity
of total social change, namely the change from
capitalism to socialism. Until then there will
always be a trade-off; where one group gains,
another loses. We must allow our own acquired
proletarian morality to infect our political work
and inform the orientation of all the battles we
take on. *

Notes:

1. “Partial Victory in High Desert” by a California
prisoner, February 2011, www.prisoncensorship .info
2. by a California prisoner “Battle at HDSP Gains
Official Attention” , January 2011, ULK 19.

...Delayed Report
hundreds of prisoners in at least 9 different pris-
on systems across the United $tates participated
in the first annual Day of Solidarity on Septem-
ber 9, the anniversary of the Attica uprising.
Nevada was ground zero for the call, but based
on this report there is much work to be done to
strengthen the mass base to fortify such efforts
in the future. *

...Continued from page 14



Less Complaints, More Agitation and Perspective

by a Federal prisoner
October 2012

Under Lock & Key seems to not place
enough emphasis on perspective for the prison
"illegitimate capitalist" and the role they will
need to play both in prison, and more essential-
ly in society. MIM did this by relating prisoner
writings in context to societal issues; ULK pub-
lishes "complaints" that center around prisons,
minus application to overall society.

First, one must understand the difference
between inmates, convicts, prisoners and politi-
cal prisoners. Inmates do not see themselves as
oppressed and follow the rules and regulations
without deviation. And when necessary, they
will cooperate with the pigs, note the Webster
racist dictionary defines inmate as one volun-
tarily confined to a hospital or prison -- I say it
is one who does not fight.

Political prisoners are those who either
committed political acts which led to their in-
carceration, or became politicized in prison (be-
came conscious) and became representatives of
revolution! This title is honorary and must not
be emasculated for group appeasement! Huey P.
Newton was a political prisoner, as was com-
rade George Jackson. Yet Carl Ferguson is not,
and Larry Davis is not. Yes there is politics be-
hind their imprisonment, as is true of all 2.4 mil-
lion prisoners in the United $tates.

This is germane when pushing ULK, be-
cause comrades are not all the same and ULK
must print useful articles that can relate to the
application of revolution in prison and society.
Otherwise prisoners and political prisoners will
get caught up in prison struggles as if they rep-
resent the main revolutionary work to be done.
Let MIM(Prisons) be advised the goal of revo-
lution is the complete overthrow of the existing
government and the rebuilding of a new one!
Thus that is the objective of all true revolutions!
The job of a revolutionary is to make revolution.

Hunger strikes are "effective tactics," pig as-
saults and/or killings are tactics as well. Law-
suits are a strategy to be employed to achieve
legal expropriation, essential lifting of draco-
nian conditions of confinement (e.g. censorship,
segregation etc.), and also should be employed
to bombard the courts and bog them down so
some of our complaints are addressed. Collec-
tively nationwide this constitutes tactics and
strategy to raise society's awareness, again in
furtherance of revolution. The filing of criminal
appeals and post-conviction motions are done
for the liberation of revolutionaries for revolu-
tion. Some of the tactics employed in prison will
be useful in society, and others will be ineffec-
tive. The same is true of strategies in prisons;
some are workable while others are not. Thus
new tactics must be studied and created that will
be utilized to address pigs killing men, women
and children in our colonies. Al Sharpton rallies
won't work, Jesse Jackson speeches won't work,
and the Million Man March addressed itself to
no single demand from the establishment and
was merely a great day of useless solidarity.

From the inception of prisoners becoming
politicized it has been recognized and accepted
that prisoners will be the vanguard of the revo-
lutionary movement. Does anyone know the
function of a vanguard: how one is built, and
how it can be effectively employed? This is the
unique purpose for which prisoners must be
trained.

Prison resistance must be linked continuous-
ly to revolutionary work, not merely complaints
that pale in comparison to the conditions of the
60s and 70s. Less complaints, more agitation
and perspective.

MIM(Prisons) replies: Distinguishing between
revolutionary organizing and prison reform or-
ganizing is a problem that MIM(Prisons) has
confronted a number of times in its short histo-
ry. It is important that we always look for errors
in our approach and ways to improve our work.

On the question of the content of ULK ar-
ticles: we strive to always put articles in the
context of the struggle against the criminal in-
justice system. We do get many articles from
prisoners just describing bad conditions and
repression behind bars. We also get a lot of ar-
ticles complaining about a lack of unity among
prisoners. We agree with this writer that these
sorts of articles need to be related to the applica-
tion of revolution to be useful in ULK. We use
the MIM(Prisons) commentary after articles to
provide this context when the article itself does
not include it. And we urge ULK contributors
to take this feedback seriously and work to in-
clude anti-imperialist context within your own
articles.

On the question of labels: we agree with this
comrade that terminology is important. We pay
a lot of attention to the language we use because

..Safety

many differences, but once you identify your
oppressor you realize that lumpen-on-lumpen
crime is not helping to reduce one's oppression.
It's very simple and all groups of all nationali-
ties here in Pelican Bay SHU have agreed to this
agreement (see p.3). If we can do it so can you!

...Continued from previous page

The real safe prisons will come when pris-
oners can exercise forms of people's power in
these concentration camps. People's power ex-
ists when contradictions are resolved without
having to rely on the state. Like the example |
gave of helping my fellow prisoners to read and
write or do legal work. Most prisons do not have
programs for this, so rather than sit around and
complain about it I started my own program on
the mainline.

People's power can also be solving prob-
lems and preventing violence through media-
tion which does not involve the state. In Pelican
Bay SHU there is the "Short Corridor Collec-
tive" which is a representative from each group
Chicano, Black, white and sub groups, which
seeks peaceful mutual resolutions to problems

language makes political points. We agree with
the distinction made here between inmate and
prisoner. But we assert that all prisoners are po-
litical prisoners precisely because of the politi-
cal nature of the criminal injustice system that
makes political distinctions between arrests, tri-
als, juries, laws and sentences to disproportion-
ately lock up oppressed nations. This is a politi-
cal point we are making with language.

We are more interested in defining classes
than individuals. Recognizing the relationship
between the imprisoned lumpen and the United
$tates is about defining a class. A class is de-
fined by its material conditions, specifically in
relation to production and distribution, and each
class has an ideology that arises from those con-
ditions. This does not mean that all people in
that class have the same ideology or think the
same. It also doesn't mean that there aren't mate-
rial contradictions within a class. The proletar-
iat is the most revolutionary because they have
nothing to lose but their chains. Other classes
will have more internal contradictions. That said
we want to challenge the dominant role that the
illegitimate capitalist ideology plays in today's
prison environment with a strong communist
voice. This requires developing what we call
the subjective factors, through ideological de-
velopment. All of us working on ULK need to
strive to make this "voice of the anti-imperialist
movement from under lock & key" a tool for
ideological development and anti-imperialist
agitation, not just an airing of complaints and
reformist demands. *

Special Literature Offers
Ask for it when you write us!

Spanish: Old MIM lit en espafiol.
MIM Notes: Old MIM Notes, the de-

unct newspaper of the Maoist Interna-
ionalist Movement.

— =

affecting prisoners. They even have come out
with certain demands to the state. If Pelican Bay
SHU can do it why can't other prisons across the
United $tates form collectives that seek peace-
ful resolutions to issues affecting prisoners? The
answer is they can, and they must, if real peace
and progress are to be achieved within prisons.

Political education is the key. Once some-
one learns real history and understands the class
contradictions in the United $tates, and how
our oppression can actually be traced directly
to capitalism, there is no way they will want
to waste time on nonsense. Instead of sitting
around gossiping about other poor people who
are locked up and plotting on how to hurt other
poor people, these educated people will instead
study, educate others, form study groups, share
progressive literature and books, and create in-
dependent institutions behind prison walls in or-
der to advance the prison movement, as well as
the movement for humyn rights more broadly.

The only thing I see in the way of us not hav-
ing safer prisons is us not making these prisons
safer! People's power siempre! *
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movie Review: The Hunger Games Rapper Beef Props Up Prison Spending and Isolation

by Soso of MIM(Prisons)
May 2012

The Hunger Games
2012
[We’ve received commentary on this

movie from comrades and are printing this in
response. Movies and television should be a
target of critique and discussion, especially
with people who are not willing or able to
read political literature. Bourgeois schools
offer classes based completely around study-
ing movies and so can revolutionaries. Send
your reviews to Under Lock & Key.]

Hunger Games is set in Panem, a society
that, it is implied, rose from the postwar ash-
es of north America, and now consists of The
Capitol and the 12 fenced off satellite Districts.
Many of these Districts produce wealth for the
Capitol while their people live in poverty. There
is apparently no national oppression (most
people are white), but class contradictions are
sharp. The Hunger Games are annual fights to
the death by two kids representing each of the
Districts. In the wealthier districts, kids train for
this and consider being picked a privilege. In the
poorer districts families are forced to sell their
kids into the hunger games in exchange for food
required for bare survival.

Katniss Everdeen is from the mining District
12 where her father, and many other miners,
lose their lives producing wealth they will never
see. She volunteers to take her younger sister's
place for the annual hunger games match.

The Hunger Games are broadcast live as
reality programming. The Games are meant
to remind the people of the power of the gov-
ernment. This brutal form of reality entertain-
ment serves to keep the people of the districts
distracted and obedient. Out of 24 participants,
only one child lives.

This movie is part one of a trilogy. The
books get much deeper into the politics of op-
pression, even in the first volume. But as a broad
representation of the first book, the movie gets
at the general system and has a correct message
of resistance. Katniss refuses to play the game
the way the Capitol organizers intend, inadver-
tently earning the support and respect of other
Districts and inspiring resistance against the
Capitol.

In one scene she pauses to pay tribute to a
fallen child from another district who was work-
ing with her. In the end [spoiler alert] Katniss
commits the ultimate snub against the Games,
refusing to play to the death. She manages to
outsmart the organizers but all she wins is the
right to go home a celebrity of dubious distinc-
tion for staying alive.

There are some good lessons from this Hun-
ger Games movie. The importance of unity
across oppressed people in the common cause
against the oppressors is reinforced both in the
individual alliances and the cross-district sup-
port of Katniss. The movie also demonstrates
the brutality and distraction techniques of the

by a Texas prisoner and Editor of
MIM(Prisons)
November 2012

Recently Chicago rapper Lil Reese signed
a $30 million contract with Def Jam to make
music. A day or two later he brutally beat down
a woman for verbally disrespecting him. Lil
Reese is an affiliate of another Chicago rapper,
Chief Keef, who has also been making a name
for himself for being at the center of controversy
around violence in hip hop. A recent episode of
Nightline addressed the fact that at least 419
people have been killed in a dozen neighbor-
hoods in Chicago in 2012, more than the num-
ber of U.$. troops killed in Afghanistan where
resistance to the occupation continues to grow.
The program centered around a sit-down of 38
members of lumpen organizations in Chicago
organized by Cease Fire, a group discussed in
ULK 25. 1t also featured a Chief Keef and Lil
Reese video to criticize Keef's anti-snitching
stance. MTV.com reports that the participants
almost unanimously agreed that it would practi-
cally take a miracle to stop the violence.

The misogynistic nature of rap music has
been analyzed and explored thoroughly. This
article is not meant to downplay the senseless
violence against a humyn being, but the "pow-
ers that be" are using the incident with Lil Reese
and programs like Nightline to formulate anoth-
er sinister plot to target the oppressed nations in
Amerika.

Chicago has had one of its most deadly
years in terms of urban gun violence, and this
has been attributed to Chicago street tribes and
lumpen organizations. The Aurora, Colorado
movie theater massacre perpetrated by a man
who claimed to be "The Joker" does not gener-
ate the same fear or threat that young Blacks and
Latinos in the hood with guns do. Why is that?

Imperialists are not worried about white
males in Amerikkka with guns. It is the op-
pressed nations that pose the most realistic
threat to the oppressive imperialistic regime.
We have seen the toll that the so-called "war on
drugs" has had on our Black and Latino nations.
Genocide, social control, and mass incarcera-
tion of the lumpen underclass; it's the Amerikan
way! During the presidential debates both can-
didates agreed on keeping gun laws the same.

ruling class and their willingness to stop at noth-
ing to retain their power. There is an interest-
ing subplot about the two main characters from
District 12 pretending a love interest as a sur-
vival technique to get the support of "sponsors":
wealthy people who can pay to provide advan-
tages to their favorite players. Using whatever
means available for resistance is important for
the oppressed, though the actual romance in the
movie dilutes this message.

The movie is adapted from the first of a trilo-
gy of books but some of the politics of the books
are already quite muted in the movie and it will
remain to be seen how well the sequels repre-
sent the struggles of the oppressed. *

One of the most brutal social control pro-
grams is being formulated as we speak and it
will be cloaked in a "war on gun violence." In
truth it will be a death blow to urban street tribes
and lumpen organizations. President Obama
and his Attorney General Eric Holder have
pushed for one of the highest budgets for fed-
eral prisons and detention facilities that we have
seen in years. The states are actually reducing
their prison budgets because of the dismal eco-
nomic conditions, but the feds are pumping up
the volume! A whopping $9 billion dollars has
been allocated for the U.$. Department of Injus-
tice in 2013 for corrections, jails, and detention
facilities. Of that, $6.9 billion has been allocated
to the Federal Bureau of Prisons in 2013, an in-
crease of about 4% in tight fiscal times.

There is a prison in Thomson, Illinois that
had been tagged as the location where Guanta-
namo Bay detainees were supposed to be housed
after President Obama closed the barbaric tor-
ture chamber in Cuba. However the Amerikan
public balked! They said they did not want these
"dangerous terrorists" housed on Amerikan soil.
U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder still wants
to purchase the prison in Thomson, Illinois and
change it into a Super-Max just like the one in
Florence, Colorado. 1,400 Ad-Seg/solitary con-
finement beds for "the worst of the worst" in
Amerikkka. These beds will be for oppressed
nations, just like their solitary confinement cells
in prisons across the country.

MIM(Prisons) has reported extensively on
the use of control units as a tool of social con-
trol. These torture units are used to target po-
litical organizers and leaders of oppressed na-
tions who are seen as a particular threat to the
imperialist system. We have been collecting sta-
tistics on these control units for years, because
the isolation cells are often hidden within other
prisons and no consistent information is kept on
this pervasive torture within Amerika. We in-
vite prisoners to write to us for a survey about
control units in their state to contribute to this
important documentation project.

For those facing violent conditions in Chica-
go or elsewhere who turn to despair, remember
that there are many who come from the streets
of that very city, from the Black Panthers to
lumpen organizations, who have taken positive
paths. If it weren't for the interference of white
media and the police, things would be different
now. Ultimately solutions to those problems
must come from the people involved who don't
want to be living like that, no matter how they
brag about being tough in a rap. The way out
may not be obvious, but things are always in a
state of change. And when it comes to humyn
society, it is up to humyns what that change
looks like. Struggle ain't easy, but it is the only
way if you have ideals that contradict with the
current society under imperialism. *

Notes:
1. Nadeska Alexis. Chief Keef's Music Scrutinized In
Chicago Gang Violence Special. Rapfix, 23 October
2012.

Notes on page 16...



Under Lock & K
Uoting is a Pro-Imperialism Strategy

by MIM(Prisons)
November 2012

In the shadow of the recent presi-
dential election, MIM(Prisons) takes this
opportunity to explain some of t h e
many reasons we don't participate
in elections under capitalism. We 4
reiterate the MIM slogan: Don't §
Vote, Organize!

Granted, communists might par-
ticipate in local elections when they
find an opportunity to make change
that will better facilitate their organiz-
ing work and goals, but these instances
are few and far between. Consider
someone running for City Council pro-
posing to facilitate the distribution of free
literature and posters in a city, while their op-
ponent wants to outlaw the distribution of com-
munist literature. We might join this battle on
the side of the free speech advocate because it is
very important that we have the opportunity to
organize and educate people. Because the legal
power of a City Council is pretty limited, these
battles tend to be clear cut and we can support
one candidate without jumping on the imperial-
ist bandwagon.

In contrast, Congress and the President are
fundamentally reactionary just by nature of their
role in the capitalist system. It is their job to sup-
port and promote imperialist policies of global
aggression.

Sure, there may be surface differences be-
tween imperialist candidates. One might deny
the existence of global warming while the other
offers platitudes about how we need to help the
environment, but neither can significantly re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions because doing
so threatens the profit system. Or one might ad-
vocate shipping all migrants back home, while
the other wants to grant green cards to people
already in the United S$tates. That's something
with a real immediate impact on the lives of the
oppressed. But the U.$. has a long history of
bringing in migrant labor and the kicking them
out, particularly from Mexico. And ultimately,
both of these candidates will have to support en-
forcing the imperialist borders, and exploiting
cheap Mexican labor.

Even if we try to explain that we are only
picking a candidate based on their position on
one question, how do we justify giving sup-
port to someone who backs the existence of the
prison system that locks up the most people per
capita in the world? Or someone who supports
invading Third World countries to ensure their
puppet regimes are friendly to Amerikan capi-
talist interests?

There is no real choice under imperialism.
The majority of the world's people suffer under
the rule of Amerikan imperialism, but they don't
get a vote in the elections. Amerika has stream-
lined the elections to just two parties, with very
minimal differences between them. And the ma-
jority of the Amerikan people, bought off with

imperialist superprofits given to them as a birth-
right, are perfectly fine with these "choices."
Both candidates represent the material interests
of Amerikan citizens. It is the imperialist system
that ensures sufficient superprofits from exploi-
tation of Third World people to keep the First
World citizens so well off.

The election of President Obama four years
ago should have been the best possible les-
son for "anti-war" Amerikans. Many so-called
progressives got behind the Obama campaign,
excited to finally have a Black man in power,
and believing the minimally progressive rheto-
ric they heard from Obama. But putting a Black
face on imperialism didn't change imperialism.
Before Obama was elected we wrote about his
campaign as a good representative of imperi-
alism in ULK 3. Under Obama, Amerika has
continued its role as global oppressor, invading
Third World countries to install or support U.$.-
friendly governments, enforcing strict imperial-
ist borders at home to keep out the oppressed,
and maintaining the largest per capita prison
population in the world.

The State of Puerto Rico

While we didn't campaign around any elec-
toral politics this year, nor vote, the results can
be interesting to us as the largest scale polling
of the Amerikan population and its internal
semi-colonies. While the exploited people of
the world did not get to vote for the President of
the Empire, historically oppressed nations with
U.S$. citizenship did. As we work to expand our
analysis of the internal semi-colonies' relation-
ships to imperialism, we can look at elections as
a relative, if not absolute, measure of assimila-
tion. The most explicit example of this came in
the 2012 plebiscite on the status of Puerto Rico
among Boricua voters.

While inconsistencies in the format of previ-
ous plebiscites make it hard to decipher trends
with a cursory assessment, it does appear that
a majority rejected the current commonwealth
status of Puerto Rico for the first time. The gov-
ernment is counting the statehood option as the
victor with a 61% majority of those choosing
an alternative to the commonwealth status. But
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really, only 48% of those who voted chose state-
hood, with 26% of voters choosing sovereign
free association and 4% choosing independence.
(1) About 22% didn't select a new status. Since
46% voted to remain a commonwealth, it seems
that many of them chose a new status as their
second choice. Originally the two votes were to
occur separately, which would make interpreta-
tion of the results easier.

The option of "sovereign free association"
was new in this plebiscite, and seems to reflect
the more bourgeois nationalist among the neo-
colonialists. They want to have their cake and
eat it too. They want more freedom to act inde-
pendent of the U.$. while keeping the financial
benefits of U.$. social services that they receive
today as a commonwealth.

The 2012 plebiscite did have the largest
turnout yet, with 79% participation.(2) This
adds a little more weight to the small shift from
a plurality favoring commonwealth to a plural-
ity (at least) favoring statehood. At the time of
the last plebiscite, in 1998, MIM reported strong
assimilationism among the Boricua population
due to economic interests tied to accessing the
superprofits obtained by the U.$. from the Third
World.(3) While MIM never believed that the
meager 2-5% vote for independence was genu-
inely representative of the Boricua people, nei-
ther is true self-determination on the immediate
horizon despite nationalist rhetoric from many
political parties. A survey of the desires of Bo-
ricuas for self-determination is not valid until
real self-determination is actually an option on
the table. Unfortunately real self-determination
won't be possible until Boricuas are organized
against Amerika and its lackey leadership in
their homeland.

Some have hypothesized that the economic
downturn helped increase the statehood vote
as Boricuas felt the crunch and wanted closer
economic integration into the United S$tates.
This makes economic sense. So it'll take much
more extreme crisis before economic demands
become revolutionary for the internal semi-col-
onies of the United $tates.

Chican@s and New Afrikans Vote

Trends in Black voter participation in the last
two presidential elections indicate that the neo-
colonial effect is real as Blacks have come out at
higher rates, with Black youth being the most ac-
tive voter participants. While Latinos were also
brought out by Obama in the last two elections,
Latino youth voting and "civic engagement" has
lagged behind Black and white youth, yet they
were twice as likely to participate in a protest
than their counterparts of other nations accord-
ing to a 2008 report.(4) In 2008, Black voters
closed the gap with white voter participation,
which averaged around 10% in the previous five
presidential elections. This year, Obama brought
similar rates of Blacks to the polls. In the same
period, Latinos and Asians have diverged from
Blacks in their voter participation, who they
have historically lagged behind already.(5) For
Latinos this divergence corresponds to an in-

Continued on next page...
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crease in the percentage of people who are not
citizens, and therefore can't vote. We do not
have data showing whether the same is true for
Asians. While the non-participation may be en-
forced, rather than by choice, the Pew Hispanic
Center also found in a recent survey that most
Latinos identify with their family's country of
origin and not as Amerikans.(6) There is little
doubt that the vast majority of Blacks identify
as Amerikan. The connections that Latinos and
Asians have to the Third World are a significant
factor in their political consciousness and how
they perceive the United $tates, their relation-
ship to it, and their participation in it.

Prison Reform?

Similar to supporting someone for City
Council, discussed above, propositions are
another relatively clear-cut realm of elections
where we may organize around a particular is-
sue. To look at more concrete examples of how
this usually plays out, we turn to two proposi-
tions this year that addressed California's prison
population: Propositions 34 and 36. Proposition
34 was presented to abolish the death penalty,
which sounds great at first. But in this case,
death row prisoners actually recognized that
the law was opposed to their interests in that it
would prevent them from proving their inno-
cence in court. They launched an active cam-
paign to oppose Prop. 34 and it did fail. The
weakness of the proposition was inherent to the
limitations in the system to address justice in a
real way.

Proposition 36 is a reform to the Three
Strikes law, and it passed. MIM(Prisons) wel-
comes the prospect of less people going to
prison in California, and supposedly even cur-
rent prisoners being released earlier. Yet, Three
Strikes itself still exists. The reform will right a
few egregious wrongs, but leaves Three Strikes,
not to mention the whole criminal injustice sys-
tem, in place. Even abolishing Three Strikes al-
together would be merely a quantitative change
in the oppression meted out by the injustice sys-
tem, without changing the substance of it at all.
Prop. 36 was promoted by those who want to re-
duce state spending on prisons, and clearly pro-
moted the use of Three Strikes for the majority
of prisoners it has been applied to. To campaign
for Prop. 36 was to promote this position or to
say that this is the best we can hope for. It did
not serve the interests of the prisoner class as a
whole, but threw some carrots to a few.

Since there are only so many hours in the
day, to spend them on organizing around these
small changes means slightly less suffering in
the short term, and much more suffering in the
long term as imperialism marches on unchal-
lenged. Reforms do play an important role
while organizing in our current conditions, but
we choose which reforms to support very care-
fully, weighing how they impact our organizing
efforts against imperialism, what class interests
they serve, and how they relate to real condi-
tions on the ground.

Electoral Politics and Strategy

Our line is that imperialism cannot be re-
formed. Our strategy is to build institutions of
the oppressed which are separate from imperial-
ism in order to build up our own power, while
agitating around issues that highlight the horrors
of the imperialist system that exists. At times
campaigning around an electoral campaign
could be a useful tactic in that strategy. But stra-
tegically we are not trying to get elected in a
popularity contest, or be on the winning team.
We are struggling for liberation and an end to
all oppression!

As M-1 of dead prez put it on Block Report
Radio the morning after the recent "presidential
selection": "I'm not thinking about today. And
I'm not thinking about four years from now. And
I'm not thinking about smoking marijuana. I'm
thinking about 50 years from now being able to
be the self-determining people who are raising
a nation that's based in stability." Spoken like
a true revolutionary, this is the type of thinking
that we promote to develop an anti-imperialist
political pole within the belly of the beast.

Telling people to vote for one imperialist
candidate over another is suggesting that we
can make significant change by working within
the system. As we already explained, the scale
of the election and the scale of the change is
key: for a local city election the impact is much
lower and our opportunity to actually explain to
people why a particular local law is important to
communist goals is much greater. But in a na-
tional election, telling people to support a candi-
date who is fundamentally pro-imperialist, both
in words and deeds, is misleading. *

Notes:

1.AP. Puerto Rico's voters endorse seeking US state-
hood but ballot results raise questions. 11/7/2012.

2. https:/len.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_status_of _
Puerto_Rico

3. MIM. La Lucha Boriqueria. - $3 from MIM Dis-
tributors.

4. http://www.civicyouth.org/quick-facts/235-2/
5.http://lwww.washingtonpost.com/blogs/the-fix/
wp/2012/10/02/why-hispanic-voter-turnout-isnt-
higher-in-two-charts/

6. When Labels Don't Fit: Hispanics and Their Views
of Identity. Pew Hispanic Center, April 2012.
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the United $tates' world domination. Without an
internationalist perspective, we will inevitably
end up on the wrong side of history. *

...Continued from page 11

Notes:

(1) Review Panel on Prison Rape, "Report on Sexual
Victimization in Prisons and Jails" April 2012.

(2) American Friends Service Committee, "Survivors
Manual: Survival in Solitary" June 2012, p. 32. 89 Mar-
ket Street, 6th Floor, Newark, NJ 07102.

(3) Bureau of Justice Statistics, "Sexual Victimization in
Prisons and Jails Reported by Inmates, 2008-09" Janu-
ary 2010.

(4) a California prisoner, "Sending a Donation is Con-
traband" October 2011, Under Lock & Key 25.

(5) Human Rights Watch, "No Escape: Male Rape in
U.S. Prisons."

(6) MC5, "Clarity on what gender is" 1998.

(7) MIM(Prisons),"Prop 8 - gay marriage, gender op-
pression and political confusion" November 2008, Un-
der Lock & Key 6.

(8) Queen Boudicca, "Call for More Gender Struggles
in USW Work" January 2011, Under Lock & Key 19.

Using Toilet Flush Limit to
Torture Prisoners

by a California prisoner
October 2012

I want to bring up an issue that should be
addressed and included in the struggle for posi-
tive change. Back around 2005 the Department
of Corrections began installing timers on our
toilets, to limit us to two flushes every five min-
utes. The reason given for the timers and limits
on the flushes is for the purpose of water conser-
vation. I'm all for saving the planet and conserv-
ing Earth's resources, but not at the expense of
my own health and well being.

The timer and two-flush limit has empha-
sized the impact of living with a toilet in the
compact space where we also eat and sleep. No
man should have to be forced to endure pro-
longed exposure to the revolting stench of hu-
man waste! To limit us to two flushes every five
minutes is simply unreasonable, but what is un-
conscionable and amounts to cruel and unusual
punishment is the so-called "penalty flush!"
especially when we have no way of knowing
when the toilet's timer has reset itself. Here at
Calipatria State Prison if we inadvertently or
purposely attempt to flush the toilet a third time
before the toilet's timer has reset itself, a 15
minute penalty will incur. This means the toilet
will not flush for 15 minutes and anything in the
toilet will remain there throughout the duration
of the 15 minute penalty.

In other prisons I hear that the penalty flush
can be anywhere from 30 minutes to an hour!
There's simply no penological justification for
the penalty flush because the two-flush limit ev-
ery 5 minutes serves the penological interest of
the water conservation. It is inhumane to punish
a man for simply trying to use the bathroom. So
please include this stinking issue into the strug-
gle. United in struggle we will prevail.

MIM(Prisons) responds: Actually, water con-
servation is not a penological interest at all. Like
this correspondent says, a two-flush-per-five-
minute rule would be enough to prevent any
attempts to abuse toilet flushing. The penalties
for attempting to flush the toilet show us clearly
that this is just another method to make prison-
ers’ lives extra miserable, and dangerous, for no
good reason.

It might be argued that flush rules are in
the state's interests to save water, because wa-
ter is money. But either way, the "greening" of
Amerikan prisons highlights the dominant pro-
imperialist slant of so-called environmentalism
in this country. Water conservation can be used
to improve production for California agribusi-
ness, or it can be used to provide people with
clean drinking water across the world. Which
goal you choose is a political question. Really
environmentalism that is not internationalist in
perspective is not true environmentalism at all
because it ignores most of the biggest problems
humyns face interacting with our natural envi-
ronment in favor of the interests of the local in-
terests of small, privileged groups. *



Prison Officials Tighten the Screws at Estelle Unit

North Carolina Prisoners
Lack Access to Courts

by a North Carolina prisoner
November 2012

The prison system in North Carolina does
not have a law library. The courts say they don't
need to provide law libraries because we have
the North Carolina Prisoner Legal Service, Inc.
(NCPLS). The truth is NCPLS helps maybe one
or two prisoners a year.

Recently NCPLS sent me a letter telling me
not to write back about the publication class ac-
tion lawsuit case Urbanial v. Stanley until  have
filed a grievance and the grievance is appealed
to Step 3 and I get the response back. When I
did that I sent the grievance and response to
NCPLS, only to have them send the materials
back without any letter explaining why they
sent them back.

I have requested assistance from NCPLS
in civil matters 25 or more times. This is go-
ing back to the 1990s when my civil rights were
being violated over and over again. As NCPLS
states in one of their letters, it's a price we the
prisoners must pay for being prisoners. I am not
allowed to even touch a staff member, and they
should not be allowed to unjustly pepper spray
me, etc. When they do, I have to go through a
grievance system before I can file the lawsuit
in court, and when I do file lawsuits they are
dismissed. As you can see, I am given no legal
assistance in filing these lawsuits either.

MIM(Prisons) adds: This comrade contin-
ues to fight repression and censorship with the
odds stacked against h. Over the years, others
in North Carolina have been researching and
fighting the lack of law libraries. Unfortunately,
on paper, the nominal existence of the NCPLS
enables North Carolina Department of Public
Safety (NCDPS) to skirt the Constitutional re-
quirement that it provides its prisoners access
to courts.

Boundsv. Smith 430 U.S. 817 (1977) permits
prison authorities to provide either law librar-
ies or counsel to satisfy this requirement, but it
does not need to provide both. When a prison-
er's appointed counsel is useless, and they don't
have a law library in which to research a case to
challenge this, their only hope is assistance from
outside organizations and supporters.

The Prisoners' Legal Clinic is one such or-
ganization, under the MIM(Prisons) umbrella,
which was reestablished a few years ago in an
attempt to provide some of this much-needed le-
gal support to our comrades with an anti-imperi-
alist focus. One of the help guides we distribute
for prisoners to use and build on is related to
access to courts. This help guide is in very rough
format currently, but with the expertise of our
jailhouse lawyer contacts we can clean it up,
and begin to distribute it more widely.

To get involved in the Prisoners' Legal Clin-
ic, write to MIM(Prisons) and say you want to
put in work on this project! *

by a Texas prisoner
September 2012

On 31 July 2012, there was a small scale
race riot on the Estelle Unit in Huntsville, Tex-
as.(1) One person was killed as a result of the
prisoner-on-prisoner violence. We were placed
on lockdown for 10 days and were fed the most
anorexic brown bag meals I have ever seen. The
meals were pathetic and it became clear that the
administration was implementing a draconian
behavior modification tactic on the lumpen un-
derclass who are housed in this slave pen of op-
pression.

Today, 31 August 2012, I was informed that
prison officials have initiated a new regulation
having to do with day room time for General
Population minimum custody offenders on Es-
telle Unit. From now on, the day room will be
closed from 9 am. to 12 p.m. and 3 p.m. to 6
p-m.! Prisoners who are not working will be
"racked up" in their cells during these times. I
cannot even begin to describe how oppressive,
degrading, and inhumane this new control tactic
is.

These prisoncrats in Texas force the prison-
ers to work for free 8-12 hours a day with no pay
or benefits. There is no air conditioning in these
small cells in population. Furthermore, anyone
who has done time knows one of the keys to get-
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among male victims of staff sexual misconduct,
69% of prisoners and 64% of jail inmates re-
ported sexual activity with female staff."(3)
An oversimplified analysis of this one statistic
says the biologically-female staff are gendered
male, and the prisoners are gendered female, no
matter their biology. But in the United $tates,
where all citizens enjoy gender privilege over
the Third World, this oversimplification ignores
the international scope of imperialism and the
benefits reaped by Amerikans and the internal
semi-colonies alike. While there is an argument
to be made that the United $tates tortures more
people in its prisons than any other country, this
is balanced out with a nice juicy carrot (video
games, tv, drugs, porn) for many prisoners. This
carrot limits the need to use the more obvious
forms of repression that are more widespread in
the Third World. Some of our most prominent
USW leaders determine that conditions where
they're at are too comfortable and prevent peo-
ple from devoting their lives to revolution, even

...Continued from page 5

ting along with your cellmate is to "miss him" as
much as possible. However, this concept is lost
on the prisoncrat whose only purpose seems to
be to oppress and antagonize the prisoners until
they are broken or explode in frustration and an-
ger on each other.

It is my strong belief the lumpen must grieve
this policy of oppression and subjugation. More-
over, it is time for some revolutionary activism!
No day room = no work. Solidarity amongst
the lumpen underclass is a must. Conditions
will only improve in Texas when the lumpen
see clearly that the "real" enemy wears civilian
clothes and confederate army gray uniforms!

MIM(Prisons) adds: This is a follow up to the
events reported in ULK 28, where a comrade
explains the role of the pigs in promoting fight-
ing between oppressed nations in prison in in-
cidents like this one. That article also discussed
the quick response to the food grievances once
prisoners came together with one voice. This
restriction on day room access seems to be in
response to this activism.

We have since received a correction to that
previous article: the prisoner killed was Mexi-
can and not New Afrikan as we reported in Un-
der Lock & Key 28. *

Note: Texas Guards Encourage Oppressed Nation
Fights. Under Lock & Key Issue 28, Sept/Oct 2012.

though these people are actually on the receiv-
ing end of much oppression.

On a similar level, MIM(Prisons) advocates
for the end of oppression based on sexual ori-
entation and gender identity. But we are not
jumping on the bandwagon to legalize gay mar-
riage.(7) We also don't campaign for sex reas-
signment surgery and hormones for prisoners.
(8) This is because we see these as examples of
gender privilege, and any privileges obtained by
people in the United $tates inherently come on
the backs of the Third World. Whereas in the
time Men Against Sexism was formed the gay
rights movement was militant and engaging in
street wars against police, they are now overall
placated by the class privilege they receive as
members of the petty-bourgeoisie.

We encourage everyone facing oppression to
recognize its true roots -- capitalism and impe-
rialism -- and use their privileges to undermine

Continued on page 10...
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i FREE POLITICAL BOOKS

Under Lock & Key is free to all prisoners. MIM(Prisons) also runs a Books for Pris-

I oners Program through which we mail prisoners political theory and history books and
magazines in exchange for political work. Prisoners requesting books need to tell us
what work you want to do, or just send in the articles, artwork, poetry, report on a study
group you formed, etc. For many prisoners, the easiest way to start is by becoming a I

ULK Field Correspondent (see page 12).

I Our Books for Prisoners Program relies on donations of books and money. If you I
have any contacts on the outside who can donate to our program, or who can hook us

I up with dictionaries, Mao or Lenin, or other political books, please tell them to contact us
at the address on page 1. When requesting books it is best to ask for general topic areas
and let us send you whatever we have on hand.
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Under Lock & Key is the main organizing tool of United Striggle from With-
in (USW). This page details some of the active campaigns that USW is in-
volved in. Those who want to push the revolutionary struggle forward from
behind bars should get involved in USW by working on these campaigns,
or initiating their own.

SURVEY ON VALIDATION & CENSORSHIP IN CALIFORNIA

This survey questionnaire is for the purpose of making a qualitative assess-
ment of the CDCR'’s mail policies and practices in relation to prisoners and
our families’ First Amendment constitutional right to send and receive mail
and our 14th Amendment constitutional right to be provided with adequate
notice of the reasons for our mail being stopped or disallowed, so that we
can have the opportunity to be meaningfully heard as to why our mail is be-
ing stopped or disallowed.

The data gathered from this survey will be utilized as material evidence in
an ongoing case aimed at obtaining a permanent injunction in court. The in-
junction would enjoin CDCR'’s Prison Intelligence Unit (PIU) and Institutional
Gang Investigators (IGl) from arbitrarily accusing prisoners, our families and
law abiding citizens of the free community of promoting gang activity via
the mail that prisoners are sending to and receiving from our families and
members of the free community. A permanent injunction will only be granted
upon a showing of irreparable harm and when the constitutional violation is
proven to be of a systemic nature.

California prisoners, write to MIM(Prisons) to get a copy of this survey! It is
a time sensitive project, so write in NOW.

FUNDING NEEDED TO FULFILL SUBSCRIPTIONS

If you like this newsletter, we need you to help! Even if you don’t have much,
send us a few stamps whenever you can. Get your people on the outside to
send stamps or money. Without your help we can't keep Under Lock & Key
growing! IMPORTANT: We can no longer accept checks or money orders. If
you can't send stamps, let us know and we can work something out.

CONDUCT LUMPEN RESEARCH SURVEY

This is the last call for volunteers to conduct a socio-economic survey on
U.$. prisoners as part of MIM(Prisons)'s research on the lumpen class in
the United $tates. If several people don’t step up to take on this task, we will
have to cancel the survey for lack of a broad spectrum of data. If you are in-
terested in administering the survey to prisoners in your area write in and let
us know. We are also looking for other ideas on how USW can do research
to develop a class analysis of the lumpen, if this survey is not going to work.

SPREAD UNDER LOCK & KEY

The most basic task someone can do for USW is get people to subscribe
to Under Lock & Key. If you know someone who likes this newsletter, have
them write to get their own subscription. People are moved all the time and
it's better to get in contact when our address is available than to lose your
one contact who gotit. It is also helpful if you ask other prison publications to
run free ads or plugs for Under Lock & Key and MIM(Prisons)’s Free Books
for Prisoners Program.

SHUT DOWN CONTROL UNITS

Control units are used as a tool of political repression to alien-
ate and torture anyone who works for change from within prisons.
Control units can be generally described as: Permanently designated pris-
ons, or cells in prisons, that lock prisoners in solitary confinement for 22 or
more hours a day with no congregate dining, exercise or other services, and
virtually no programs for prisoners. Prisoners are placed in control units for
extended periods of time.

Research - We have the most complete data on control units available at
www.abolishcontrolunits.org. Much of this data came directly from prisoners
themselves. Help keep it updated by writing to MIM(Prisons) at the address
on page 1 to get a survey for your state.

WE DEMAND OUR GRIEVANCES ARE ADDRESSED
If you are experiencing problems with your grievance process, you should

Maoist Internationalist Ministry of Prisons

join this campaign. If you have been a part of the campaign but haven't
gotten the revised version of the petition, ask for it before making a ton of
copies. See page 13 for updates on this campaign.

Since the last ULK, this campaign has spread to Florida! Petitions are also
available for Arizona, California, Colorado, Montana, Nevada, North Caro-
lina, Oregon, Oklahoma, and Texas. Write in to get a copy.

Sign and Mail Petitions - If you are in the above-listed states, write in to
get the petition for your state. If your prison’s policies allow, donate stamps
or envelopes to your comrades inside to send out the petition. If you can’t
make your own copies of the petitions, then tell us why and we can send
you extras. Remember, you need to send them out to the administrators
and politicians listed yourself. MIM(Prisons) doesn’t have the resources to
mail out your petitions for you.

Spread This Campaign - If your state is not currently covered by the griev-
ance campaign, but you are experiencing a similar problem, volunteer to
rewrite the petition to work for your state.

EXPAND STUDY GROUPS

Form a study group in your prison. To start, you can discuss this issue of
Under Lock & Key. Choose what to study next based on what concepts
stump you in this issue. If you want help from MIM(Prisons), it is best to
come up with a general topic you're interested in, and we can suggest
reading material and maybe a study pack. We can also help get the reading
materials through the mail to your comrades if needed.

As you study, you should compile study questions to create a study pack
for future groups who want to study the same material. MIM(Prisons) runs
Maoist study groups, but an in-persyn group may be better for those whose
mail from us is being censored, or to reach people who wouldn't join our
group. If you already have an ongoing study group, send in periodic reports
about what you've been studying and struggling over.

FIGHT CENSORSHIP

Everyone should be sure to send MIM(Prisons) copies of your censorship
documents for denied issues of Under Lock & Key and other mail from MIM
Distributors. Also file grievances and appeals for your censored mail.

BECOME A ULK FIELD CORRESPONDENT

If you've written us a letter, then you have all the skills you need to become
a ULK Field Correspondent. Many prisoners write about the horrible things
happening to them with the mindset that once the outside world finds out,
their problems will be over and the perpetrators punished. This expectation
is a myth, but it is still important to report on conditions through ULK.

Due to space restrictions, many of the reports we get don’'t make it into
ULK. Instead they are available on our website, which serves as an archive
tracking the behavior of prison staff over years. This is part of our scientific
method, collecting empirical data in the field. When you complain about
some pig throwing your mail in the trash and people don't listen because
they think it was probably just an accident, we have documentation of hun-
dreds of “accidents” by the same staff, proving that it was no accident at all.
Your reports back up others’ reports.

When reporting on conditions, details are good, but keep it short. Not only
does someone have to type all these articles, but remember that it is not
your one report that's gonna make a difference; it is the accumulation
of reporting from across the country and the connections we make be-
tween those struggles. So leave room for others to tell their stories, which
strengthens your own.

For the print version of ULK, we look for news and articles with theoretical
and anti-imperialist content. We also want to feature articles that show how
people have organized against these conditions, and not just document
them. MIM(Prisons) offers resources and opportunities to help you develop
as a writer, including a Writing Guide and, for those who complete some of
our study courses and become regular contributors to ULK, a ULK Writing
Group. So get started today.
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Upset the Setup by Bambu featuring Hiller Mike

Grievance Campaign
Progress in California

by a California prisoner
October 2012

I want to share with you and the other ULK
readers the response to the 602 petition I sent
to the Secretary of CDCR, and to the Ombuds-
man Sarah Malone. There was no response from
the Ombudsman's office. But Matthew Cates
forwarded my petition to Warden Paramo who
in turn delegated it down to Associate Warden
Straton, who came to interview me in person.

Associate Warden Straton did not make any
excuses. He said, "You're absolutely right, the
602 appeals system is severely screwed up,
however, we just forced appeals coordinator
Cobb to retire early, and we replaced him with
Mr. Olson who is approximately 6 to 8 weeks
behind in processing our 602s. Just try to be pa-
tient as we try to straighten this mess out."

I do believe Associate Warden Straton is be-
ing sincere, but only time will tell for sure. I just
had a family member file a citizen's complaint
on my behalf, which all ULK readers should
have their family do because, by law the War-
den must send a response to anyone who files a
citizen's complaint, even if it's just in the form
of a letter.

My plan is to create a paper trail using the
Form 22 as a verification that I've placed my
602 appeals in the metal 602 box in my housing
unit. Then once the Warden sends my family his
response I'll have the proof I need for court to
show that he was made aware of the problem
but failed to correct it. We did get 75 copies of
the grievance petitions made, but the program
worker who was making them got busted on the
second set and lost his job. But 75 made it to
Sacramento successfully.

Also I just wanted to thank you for that ar-
ticle in ULK about us SNYs being part of the
greater whole. Just because we came to this side
doesn't mean we're not fighters for the greater
good. In fact, that's one of the reasons I came
to this side, to avoid the petty politics and work
towards better living conditions for all.

MIM(Prisons) adds: This comrade is mak-
ing good use of the California grievance peti-
tion which addresses the mishandling of 602s
(grievances) in California prisons. Inspired by
California, this campaign has spread to many
other states, with petitions now customized for
Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Mon-
tana, North Carolina, Nevada, Oklahoma, Or-
egon and Texas. We don't expect big changes
to come from this petition; we know this is a
battle for small reforms within a fundamentally
corrupt system. But the grievance system is the
primary way that prisoners can legally fight for
their limited rights, and often these rights are
tied up with survival and freedom to organize
and educate others. We must defend these rights
as a key tactical battle in building the anti-im-
perialist movement within the criminal injustice
system. %

from the album One Rifle Per Family (2012)
No surprise I'm from a gangbang culture

Where we can keep it civil or pull a thing thing on ya
Southern California where th sun don’t quit
Intergenerational gangs so sons don’t quit

But immediately you see that the problems that’s in my city
Are secondary to what’s propelling it in my city

I mean really break it down, take poor black and brown
Educate em poor, take the jobs from out they town

The inendate them with sedative drugs and dumb tv
Locked into a zoo and hunted daily by the police

Then you get a group of youth who know they don’t belong
Then they gather up and organize and number up strong
But see the failure is in seeing that the problem ain’t the gang
It’s the situation in the communities where we hang

So I'm so pro-gang it might scare a muthuhfukkuh

Cause I fix th misconception that th enemy’s our brothers

Bang on the setup, bang on the setup, bang on the setup
Upset the setup
Bang on the setup, bang on the setup, bang on the setup

Homie, we’ve been setup

Ttell em...

I went from a street gang thang

Then I joined the military Fleet Marine Force thang
From a little bitty gang in th south o Los Angeles

T draggin bodies outta they house t help a government
Who hell bent on keepin money spent ona missle
Th reality’s the difference between em shits is little
‘We had th objective o armin up over money

An they had th objective o armin up over money
An we told kids join us we th truth

Lies about protectin our block t get recruits

Then we find out we gettin killed for a hood

An we don’t own a single spec o dirt onat hood
Whether ina zone down south in Decatur

Or ina flatlands offa Lennox and La Brea

Or ina low-rise project in Chicago

Big money come in and buy up our barrio so...

Throw your sets up, we bout to upset the setup

Upset the setup, upset the setup

Throw your sets up, we bout to upset the setup

Upset the setup, upset the setup

[Killer Mike Verse]

I do it for the Crips and the Blooders,

BGF brothers, the real Freeway Ricky Ross and Chris Dutters
1 do my thang for Hoover, I represent for Fort

So my folk and my people throw they set to support

Support will mean imagine, she might say the Chi

So maybe next summer no mamas gotta cry

Cause maybe next summer nobody gotta die

Hell, even if we fail, somebody gotta try

The only way the system move, is somebody gotta lie

And the lie they told us old, they base it on your race

They separate: you black, you brown, you yellow and white
face

Then we further separate by joining gangs and legislate

That our neighborhoods are now at war like we are separate
states

So the police occupy our hood to keep down all the drama
So the Starbucks they just built is comfortable for soccer ma-
mas

And American Apparel comfortable for all the hipsters

And it’s zero tolerance for all you spics and you niggas

And you chinks and you crackas

And it ain’t about who whiter and it ain’t about who blacker
But the money is a factor

And the factor is the factories got moved up out da hood
When starvation is present and absent is the job

A man will simply starve, or he will form a mob

If you should form a mafia, then you should think Sicilian
Buy the hood for real, every block, every building

Every building, feed the children, gang bang, every building
Feed the children, feed the children, gang bang, on the system.

Campaign for Adequate
Food in Nevada

by SAMAEL
October 2012

Nevada Department of Corrections is starv-
ing and abusing us on a record scale. There have
been more than 11 prisoners shot since January
2012 in Protective Segregation alone. I know
of several more in surrounding units with at
least one fatal. Prisoner-on-prisoner violence is
rising due to forced housing even amongst en-
emies. We also suffer from sexual assaults by
pigs on prisoners, and coordinated retaliation
and attacks on prisoners at the behest of the
hats. Is this what we will allow ourselves to be
reduced to?

The petition we've developed addresses the
inadequate, contaminated and sometimes non-
existent food we are being served in Nevada. It
is already in circulation where I am. Originally
the petitions were sent to the facility Warden
and Director. A few of us sent copies to the
Department of Justice and Center for Disease
Control (CDC). The CDC referred me to the
Nevada Health Division. The Warden, to create
an illusion of propriety, referred the matter to
the Nevada Department of Corrections Inspec-

tor General. I contacted the Health Division
who apparently also contacted the Inspector
General within two weeks of notice of referral.
An investigation was begun and is ongoing. In
addition to these above noted, a copy was also
sent to Nevada CURE and the United States In-
spector General.

Write to MIM(Prisons) to get a copy of the
petition.*

Grievance Fight Assisted with
Citizen Complaint Letters

by a California prisoner
November 2012

I am writing to follow up on the problems
we've been experiencing with our appeals sys-
tem as it relates to the mass complaint form that
at least 85 of us sent to Sacramento. I went a
step further and had my sister draft a "citizen's
complaint letter" to the Warden of RJ Donvan.
He's required by law to investigate and respond
to this letter within 30 days. This puts more
pressure on the Warden's office due to the time
and resources involved to send out responses.
So, if your readers have friends and family who
can draft and submit the citizen's complaint en
masse, I believe it can have a greater impact.*
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Delayed Report on September
9 Protest and Repression

by a Nevada prisoner
October 2012

This comes to you long overdue from High
Desert State Prison (Nevada). September 9 has
come and gone and I have no information as to
how it went except for what follows below.

On September 6 I was cuffed up and put in
the most isolated unit at the prison. Several oth-
ers were simultaneously moved to other units. I
was locked up "pending disciplinary" for write
ups I'd gotten for doing legal work. However
additional charges had been filed against me on
8/29 for organizing a work stoppage/disruptive
demonstration. I did not know this at the time.

On 9/8 another comrade was also locked up
behind a matter completely unrelated to 9/9 as
well.

On 9/9 I fasted in my cell. No one else on this
tier did so. It's assumed they never got word, not
surprising given the security level in this unit.

On 9/9 there was little notice of my fast and I
heard no radio traffic which would indicate that
anything was going on elsewhere in the prison.
There was no discussion concerning anything ir-
regular occurring.

On 9/21 1 was served the second notice of
charges.

On 10/5 T was found not guilty of the first
legal work write up.

On 10/6 I was convicted of the work stop-
page/demonstration write up. I was given 180
days disciplinary segregation a class B state
time referral and referred to the parole board for
revocation/rescission of parole.

A letter received informed me that, in fact,
few people from my former unit participated in
the fast and this evidences a successful oppres-
sor strategy: divide and conquer. They calculat-
ed (apparently correctly), that if they removed
the perceived organizer and driving force behind
the action that the witnesses to that removal and
the remaining parties would be dissuaded and
intimidated and abandon the action. Excepting a
few loyal comrades, this was apparently correct.

This is a common and timeless strategy. Un-
fortunately it is successful all too often. There
remains a few who spoke for the many and (as
far as I can tell) I was the only target of retribu-
tion. I can live with that!

2013 is not far off and I will be again one of
the few speaking for the many, if that's what it
takes.

For those who stood by us and our comrades
country-wide, respects to all!

MIM(Prisons) adds: As reported in ULK 28,

Continued on page 6...

por MIM(Prisiones)
traducido por un@ prisioner@ en Nevada
August 2012

Muchas personas caen presas a la idea de
que millones son esclavizados en este pais, y
que el principal factor motivador trds la gran
explosién de prisiones en décadas recientes, es
el hacer trabajar a los prisioneros con el fin de
enriquecer a las corporaciones o al gobierno.
MIM(Prisiones) claramente ha comprobado
que las prisiones de los Estados Unidos no son
primaria, o significativamente, para explotar a
trabajadores, puesto que no son una fuente de
ganancias, sino que mds bien tienen un gran
costo financiero para los imperialistas.(1)

"De verdad, en su punto mdximo alrededor
del 2002, menos de 5,000 presos estaban em-
pleados por empresas privadas, el equivalente a
un cuarto del uno por ciento de la poblacién car-
celaria. En lo que respeta al aproximadamente
8 por ciento de convictos, quienes bajo llave,
trabajan para las industrias estatales y federa-
les, son 'empleados' a pérdida de las autoridades
correccionales; incluso a pesar de las enormes
subvenciones, de las ventas garantizadas a un
mercado cautivo de administraciones publicas,
y al exagerado pago minimo (un promedio de
menos de un ddlar por hora)."(2)

En oposicién, nuestro argumento es que a lo
ancho de este pafs, y a diario, hay un sistema
de control de poblacién que incluye todos los
elementos de la definicién internacional de
genocidio, y que generalmente utiliza métodos
de tortura contra los Nuevos Afrikanos y per-
sonas Latinos, asi como una representacion de-
sproporcionada de las personas de la Primera
Nacién. Mientras el nuevo movimiento de pri-
siones crece y gana mas atencioén en el ojo pu-
blico, es de mayor importancia que mantenga-
mos nuestro enfoque en la verdad y no dejar que
los nacionalistas blancos definan lo que es al fin
de cuentas, una batalla de las naciones opresas.

Para analizar por el cual el término "Com-
plejo Industrial de Prisiones" (PIC por sus siglas
en inglés) es incorrecto y es engafiador, veamos
unos esloganes tipicos de los demdcratas socia-
les, quienes dominan la izquierda nacionalista
blanca. Primero hablamos del eslogan "Si a la
asistencia social y no a la guerra." Este eslo-
gan es una falsa dicotomia que demuestra una
falta de entendimiento del imperialismo y el
militarismo por parte de quien lo proclama. En
el mundo del dia hoy, no es una coincidencia
que los mas grandes "Estados de asistencia so-

3Quieres leer més en espafiol?

Tenemos algunos libros y revistas
revolucionarios. Escribenos para pedir
algunos. En cambio por la literatura
gratuita pedimos que nos mandes algo
de trabajo. Escribenos un articulo,
forma un grupo de estudio, mdndenos
algin arte, lo que puedas hacer para
contribuir a la lucha revolucionaria.

cial" son paises imperialistas. El imperialismo
trae mds ganancias a la casa al irse a la guerra
para robar recursos, al controlar el labor, y al
forzar politicas econdmicas y contratos de ne-
gocios sobre otras naciones. El militarismo es
el producto cultural y politico de ese hecho. El
"Complejo Militar Industrial" fue creado cu-
ando la industria privada se unié con el gobi-
erno E$tadunidense para combinar sus mutuos
intereses imperialistas. Estas industrias adquiri-
eron contratos gubernamentales, con ganancias
garantizadas incluidas; mientras que el gobierno
posee las armas que ellos necesitaban, para que
el dinero de las naciones opresas continuard
fluyendo hacia los E$tados Unidos. Esta con-
centracion de riquezas produce los altos salarios
e infraestructura de los cuales se benefician los
Amerikanos, y esto sin mencionar el dinero de
impuestos que se hace disponible a través de
los programas de asistencia social. Entonces, es
ignorancia de los activistas el denunciar que se
empobrecen por las guerras de los imperialis-
tas, tal como es dado a entender por la falsa di-
cotomfa de asistencia social vs. hacer la guerra.

Otro eslogan de los demdcratas sociales
que habla y da a entender porqué son tan rdpi-
dos para condenar al "PIC" es el de "Escuelas
no Circeles." Este eslogan resulta de que solo
hay una cierta cantidad monetaria de impuestos
hecha disponible en un estado para financiar o
a las escuelas, o a las carceles, u otra cosa. Si,
la cantidad de dinero es limitada porque extray-
endo mds impuestos solo incrementaria el con-
flicto de classes entre el estado y la aristocracia
laboral. Esta batalla es real, y es una batalla en-
tre diferentes sindicatos de servicio piblico de
la aristocracia laboral. El eslogan "Escuelas no
Carceles" es el grito unificador de un lado de esa
batalla entre la aristocracia laboral.

A diferencia del militarismo, el imperialismo
no tiene un interés de ganancia en el preferir a
las cérceles en vez de a las escuelas. Esta es pre-
cisamente la razén por la cual el concepto del
"PIC" es una fantasfa. Mientras que la economia
E$tadunidense seguramente colapsaria sin los
fondos que entran por concepto de las industria
armamentista, Loic Wacquant sefiala que las in-
dustrias de bebidas gaseosas es casi dos veces
mds grande que la industria de prisiones, con la
prisién siendo meramente un 0.5% del producto
interno bruto (PIB).(2) Comparado al complejo
militar industrial, que es el 10% del PIB de los
E$tados Unidos, el sistema de prisiones no es
obviamente un "complejo" que combina intere-
ses estatales y privados. Este podria ser desman-
telado sin graves consecuencias para el imperi-
alismo.(3) Por supuesto, aquellos que condenan
la linia "PIC" deben admitir que mds de 95% de
las prisiones en este pafs son propiedad de due-
flos publicos y manejadas por ellos.(4)

El hecho de que las agencias federales usan
el sistema de prisiones para controlar elemen-
tos sociales que ven como una amenaza para
el imperialismo, es la motivacion principal del
sistema de injusticia y no el deseo imperial-
ista de obtener ganancias monetarias. Mds atn,
el sistema estd mayormente decentralizado e

Continiia en la pdgina siguiente...
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incorporado en los intereses de la mayoria de
de los Amerikanos al nivel local, y no solo los
sindicatos locales y pequefios negocios quienes
se benefician directamente del gasto de las pri-
siones. Lo mds seguro es que no tendriamos el
alto ritmo de encarcelamiento sin la presion de
quienes son llamados "la clase media."

Algunos de la izquierda blanca nacionalista
parecen disentir con los otros Amerikanos so-
bre la necesidad de tener mds prisiones y mds
policias. La raiz de ambos lados es la creencia
de que la mayorfa de Amerikanos son explota-
dos por el sistema, mientras que las voraces
corporaciones se benefician de ello. Bajo esta
linea de pensamiento es ficil aceptar que gen-
erar utilidades es la razén de ser de la prisiones,
tal como lo es todo lo demds, y que la avaricia
corporativa puede ser culpada por la explosion
del sistema carcelario.

En realidad, la explosién de prisiones estd
directamente relacionada a las exigencias de la
gente Amerikana de tener politicos "duros con-
tra el crimen." Los Amerikanos han forzado al
sistema de injusticia criminal a convertirse en
una herramienta para la histeria blanca. Los im-

perialistas han dado grandes pasos para integrar
financieramente a las semi-colonias internas,
sin embargo, la nacién blanca exige que estas
poblaciones sean controladas y excluidas del
patrimonio hereditario nacional. Hay muchos
ejemplos del gobierno tratando de cerrar prisio-
nes y de tomar otras medidas de ahorros cos-
tosos que podrian haber reducido al sistema de
prisiones, pero los sindicatos laborales pelearon
con diente y ufia contra ellos.(1) Este es el con-
tinuo legado de opresidn nacional, expuesta con
gran detalle en el libro "The New Jim Crow,"
(El Nuevo Jim Crow) el cual cubre el término
"Complejo Industrial de Prisiones." El encu-
brimiento continuard sin que importe cuanto
estos seudo-Marxistas lamenten las grandes in-
justicias sufridas por los Negros y los Morenas
a manos del "PIC".

Este desafortunado término ha sido popular-
izado en la izquierda Amerikana por un nimero
de teoristas seudo-Marxistas que estdn detras de
algunos grupos externos de activistas de prisio-
nes. Al rechazar explicitamente este término, es-
tamos marcando una linia clara entre nosotros y
las otras organizaciones que estos activistas rep-
resentan, con muchos de los cuales hemos traba-
jado de una manera u otra. En mayor parte, estas

El MIM(Prisiones)
El Ministro Maoista Internacional de Prisiones, MIM(Prisiones), es una célula de revolucionarios que sirve
las masas opresas adentro de las prisiones de los EEUU.. Mantenemos la ideologia comunista revolucionaria del
Marxismo-Leninismo-Maoismo y trabajamos del punto del proletariado del tercer mundo.

El imperialismo es el enemigo niimero uno de la mayoria de gente del mundo, no podemos obtener nuestra meta
de terminar toda opresion sin derribar el imperialismo. La historia nos ha mostrado que el imperialista hard guerra
antes de permitir un fin a la opresion.

Como revolucionarios internacionalistas, nos apoyamos la auto-determinacion de todas naciones y gente. Hoy,
el sistema de prisiones de los EEUU es un parte mayor del estado imperialista siendo usado para prevenir la auto-
determinacion de las naciones opresas. Es por esta razén que vemos a prisioneros en este pais como manteniendo la
delantera de cualquier movimiento anti-imperialista y revolucionario. Mientras que nuestra organizacion se enfoca
en apoyo al prisionero, creemos que hay una necesidad grave de trabajo para el Maoista en organizar y educar
en muchas dreas en los Estados Unidos. Tenemos la esperanza que alguna gente se inspire por nuestro ejemplo
alrededor de prisiones y que lo aplique a su propio trabajo para crear mas células maoista y amplie el movimiento
Maoista detras de las lineas del enemigo.

MIM(Prisiones) se distingue de otros grupos en los siguientes seis puntos. Consideramos que las otras organiza-
ciones que activamente mantienen estos puntos ser fraternal.

1. El comunismo es nuestra meta. El comunismo es una sociedad en donde ningtin grupo tiene poder sobre
cualquier otro grupo.

2. Una dictadura del proletariado es necesario. En una dictadura del proletariado la mayoria explotada anterior
dicta a la minoria (el que promovié la explotacién) como la sociedad se debe conducir. En el caso de naciones
imperialistas, una dictadura junta del proletariado de naciones opresas (JDPON) debe hacer este papel en donde no
hay proletariado interno o una base significante de masas que favorece comunismo.

3. Promovemos una frente unida contra todos los que se oponen al imperialismo. El camino al JDPON sobre las
naciones imperialista incluye unir todos aquellos que se puedan unir contra el imperialismo. No podemos pelear el
imperialismo y pelear otras que estdn ocupadas en conflictos de vida o muerte con el imperialismo a la misma vez.
Aun las clases de una nacién imperialista pueden ser aliados en el frente unido bajo ciertas condiciones.

4. Una clase parasitica domina los paises del primer mundo. Como Marx, Engels, y Lenin formularon y la idea
de MIM ha reiterado a través de andlisis materialista, el imperialismo extrae stiper-ganancias del Tercer Mundo y
en parte usa esta riqueza para comprar populaciones enteras de supuestos trabajadores. Estos supuestos trabajadores
comprados por el imperialismo forman una nueva burguesia pequefia - llamada la aristocracia de labor, ellos no
son un vehiculo para el Maoismo. Aquellos que trabajan en los intereses econémicos de la aristocracia de labor del
primer mundo forman la base de masas para apretar el agarre de la muerte del tercer mundo por el imperialismo

5. Nuevas burguesias se formaran bajo el socialismo. Mao gui6 la marcha para exponer la burguesia que se de-
sarroll6 adentro del partido comunista en la Unién Soviética y la campana para bombardear los cuarteles generales
en su propio pais de China. Esas experiencias demostraron la necesidad de revolucién continua bajo la dictadura
del proletariado. La lucha de clases no se termina hasta que el estado haya sido anulado y el comunismo se haya
alcanzado.

6. La Gran Revolucién Cultural de Proletariado en China fue el avance mds lejano hacia al comunismo en la
historia. Mantenemos la Union Soviética hasta la muerte de Stalin en 1953, seguido por la Republica de la gente de
China a través de 1976 como los ejemplos mejores del socialismo moderno en la practica. El arresto de la “Pandilla
de Cuatro” en China y la subida de Khrushchev en la Unién Soviética marcaron la restauracién del capitalismo en
esos paises. Otros experimentos en el desarrollo del socialismo en el siglo 20 fallaron de sobrepasar el modelo So-
viético (es decir: Albania) o peor, se quedé adentro del modelo capitalista de produccion, generalmente por la falla
de romper con la teorfa de fuerzas productivas.

organizaciones mismas no se atribuyen alguna
influencia Marxista o por lo menos un andlisis
particular de clase, sin embargo, los lideres de
estos grupos estdn muy conscientes acerca de
los puntos de desacuerdo con el pensamiento de
MIM. Es importante que las masas también es-
ten conscientes de este desacuerdo.

Por estas razones, en el congreso del 2012,
MIM(Prisones) aprobé la siguiente politica:

El término "Complejo Industrial de Prisio-
nes" (PIC) no serd generalmente usado en Under
Lock & Key porque estd en conflicto con la linia
de MIM(Prisones) acerca de la composicién
econdmica y nacional del sistema de prisiones
en los E$tados Unidos. Solamente serd impreso
en contexto cuando el significado del término
sea declarado por el autor, y sea criticado por
ellos o por nosotros.

Notas:

1. MIM(Prisiones) en la Economia de Prision Estadun-
idense, Under Lock & Key 8, Mayo 2009.

2. Wacquant, Loic. 2010. Prisoner reentry as myth and cer-
emony. Berkeley, CA.

3. Endres, Mike. Reflections on the military/industrial com-
plex. 4 Agosto 2010. Mientras gastos director militaries due
$800 billions en el 2010, este article pone el total circa de
$14 4 trill ones (tea nota 2).

4. Gilmore, Ruth Wilson. Golden Gulag: Prisons, Surplus,
Crisis and Opposition in Globalizing California. Universi-
dad de CAlifornia imprimidora: Berkeley, 2007.p.21.

5. Gracias al prisionero de Michigan que propuso esta
nueva linia.

..Continued from page 6 ,..SUTVIVOrs Manual

individualistic reason of self-preservation and
happiness. The individualist approach is the
bourgeois approach; in other words it's the ap-
proach that allows the bourgeoisie to win. Only
by coming together can we protect each other
and ourselves with real certainty.

We are going to add this manual to our list
of literature we distribute, but will only distrib-
ute a portion of it. We chose to not include the
individualistic content above, and other content
suffering from liberalism in one form or anoth-
er: defeatist poetry; dating tips; and strategical
advice that is in conflict with our lines on secu-
rity. We left out other pieces due to redundancy.
Of the content we did leave in, much of it we
think is great advice that we would recommend
everyone in isolation pick up for their own self-
care. But do not take inclusion in this modified
pamphlet as a 100% endorsement of each ar-
ticle; we did leave some content that we hold
minor disagreement with.

We greatly appreciate Prison Watch Project
of the American Friends Service Committee
for compiling and distributing this guide to the
wider prisoner audience. But in order to make
it relevant to our work as revolutionary activ-
ists, we have selected the portions that we find
useful. To contact the AFSC or Bonnie Kerness
for the full version and other resources, write to:

Bonnie Kerness

Coordinator, Prison Watch Project
American Friends Service Committee
89 Market Street, 6th Floor

Newark, NJ 07102
bkerness@afsc.org *
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...Psychiatry
olutionaries. Our approach to this must be two-
fold in terms of helping comrades survive the
torture they currently face in U.$. gulags, and to
put an end to that torture altogether to really en-
sure people are safe. It is for this reason that we
reviewed and distribute portions of the recently
revised Survivors Manual from the American
Friends Service Committee.(see review p. 6)
Our Serve the People Programs, such as our
Free Political Literature for Prisoners Program
and University BARS study groups exist for all
prisoners, but are especially important for keep-
ing those in isolation engaged, active and sane.
All comrades should support these programs
with money and labor, while comrades on the
inside should keep the issue of long-term isola-
tion at the forefront of the general struggle for
prisoner rights. *

Notes:

1. MIM Theory 7, 1995 Revolutionary Nationalism,
p. 119.

2. Asylum, pg 29, "Asylum: A Magazine for Demo-
cratic Psychiatry,” Vol. 5, No.l, Winter 1990-1991
clo prof FA Jenner, O Floor, Royal Hallamshire Hos-
pital, Sheffield 510 2JF, England.

3. Huey P. Newton, Revolutionary Suicide, Ballan-
tine: New York, 1973, p. 262.

4. MIM Theory 8, 1995 The Anarchist Ideal, p. 70.

..Come Together

the public media, they lie to us as well. And we
have to show them we won't tolerate it any lon-
ger. Unite and resist and our conditions will get
better because "We" will make them better! *

...Continued from page 3

...Continued from page 8

2. Michelle Alexander - The New Jim Crow: Mass In-
carceration in the Age of Color Blindness. Lectune,
NY, Houston

3. June 2012 issue of the Prison Legal News feature
article on Angola and PIC in Amerika.

4. Time Magazine, June 24, 2012, It's Time to End
Solitary Confinement in American Prisons

...Beef

Under Lock & Key not enough?

If one ULK every 2 months isn’t enough
political education for you, join a Maoist
study cell through MIM(Prisons)! The intro
study group is split into 2 levels and studies
articles written by MIM(Prisons); a pamphlet
on the basics of MIM(Prisons)’s political
line; and Mao Zedong’s “On Contradiction,”
which introduces us to the philosophy of dia-
lectical materialism (how we study history).

The whole study course costs $5 (do not
send a check or MO). You can trade work for
study if you can’t pay. Participants must be
able to receive the study materials via mail
and respond to each assignment on time.
Write in today to sign up for the next group.

Or start your own political study group in
your prison. You don’t need any fancy books
or special knowledge to do this. Start by
studying and discussing the content of this
issue of ULK. Write to us and let us know
what questions came up and we’ll get you
some more reading materials to help answer
those questions.

...Continued from page 3

...CA Peace

basis for this unity and peace. As was written in
the original announcement of the UFPP:

"We fully recognize that whether we are
conscious of it or not, we are already 'united'
-- in our suffering and our daily repression.
We face the same common enemy. We are
trapped in the same oppressive conditions.
We wear the same prison clothes, we go to the
same hellhole box (isolation), we get brutal-
ized by the same racist pigs. We are one peo-
ple, no matter your hood, set or nationality.
We know 'we need unity' -- but unity of a dif-
ferent type from the unity we have at present.
We want to move from a unity in oppression
to unity in serving the people and striving to-
ward national independence."(3)

The ending of hostilities between large
lumpen organizations has sweeping implica-
tions for the possibilities for prisoner organiz-
ing. USW comrades in California should work
to seize this opportunity however possible, to
translate the peace agreement into meaningful
organizing in the interests of all prisoners. %

Notes:

(1)PBSP-SHU Short Corridor Collective statement:
https://prisonerhungerstrikesolidarity.wordpress.
com/

(2) ‘Settle your quarrels’: Update on End to Hostili-
ties, prisoners’ demands, hunger strike. SF Bayview,
18 November 2012.

(3) see page 2 for more on the UFPP

(4) see Under Lock & Key 19 (March/April 2011)



