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Deaths from Heat in Texas as Livestock
Provided Better Conditions than Prisoners

by USW88 of United Struggle from Within

In late August 2013, in an unprecedented move, the head of the Tex-
as Prison Guard Union, Mr. Lance Lowry, joined a lawsuit filed against
TDCIJ by Scott Medlock of the Texas Civil Rights project. Mr. Medlock
has filed a wrongful death lawsuit against Brad Livingston, the Executive
Director of TDCJ on behalf of the families of 5 prisoners who died be-
cause of neglect and the oppressive extreme heat in Texas prison facilities.

This announcement comes on the cusp of many revelations that TDCJ
continues to engage in behavior which shows a blatant disregard for the
health and safety not just of prisoners housed in their facilities, but a bla-
tant lack of care or respect for their employees also. However, my focus is
on the prisoner because I am a prisoner. I stand in solidarity with the pris-
oners housed on the Connally Unit in Kennedy, Texas whose water supply
was taken from them by a Warden who has ignored the basic human needs
of the prisoners in her care.

Prisoners at Connally Unit are on water rations, they are being denied
showers, and they can't flush their toilets! They are being forced to live
in the heat and the filth because TDCJ decided to give the water well that
serviced the prison to the residents of Kennedy!

In August we learned that Brad Livingston approved the spending of
$750,000 on 5 climate controlled buildings for pigs! Literally, the Agency
of TDCJ has spent three quarters of a million dollars on pigs which prison-
ers raise for consumption in TDCJ. Prisoners are dying down here Brad,
what the hell are you doing?

The American Correctional Association (ACA) has even made Brad
Livingston the current chair of the organization that makes policies for all
Amerikan prisons and jails across the United $tates. When the subject of
heat-related safety precautions came across his desk, Mr. Livingston de-
cided no heat standards were needed! The fact that the head of the Prison
Guard Union in Texas joined the lawsuit against TDCJ is a sign.

If you were thinking about joining USW and
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Prisoner Health a Systematic Problem

by ULK Editor of MIM(Prisons)
September 2013

Humyn health is perhaps the most basic measure of oppression that
we have. More than economic exploitation, humyn health measures the
degree to which the basic survival needs of people are being met. Looking
at the conditions of health in U.$. prisons, as well as reservations, barrios
and ghettos across the United $tates, does not paint a favorable picture
of imperialism and its ability to provide for humyn needs, not to mention
even worse conditions across the Third World. Given this, health becomes
an issue that we can rally the oppressed around to both serve the people
and oppose imperialism.

We've been pushing this very issue in United Struggle from Within
(USW) circles in California for some months, in some cases leading to
state repression. With the recently suspended mass hunger strike in that
state, a rash of deaths in Texas and the usual array of abuses across U.$.
prisons, we thought this was an opportune time to focus an issue of ULK
on health struggles.

Health was a central theme in the California hunger strike where pris-
oners began to pass out from lack of food and other complications. Bill
“Guero” Sell died after approximately two weeks on hunger strike. The
state says it was suicide, but however he died, the SHU was the cause of
death. One San Quentin prisoner's kidneys shut down, and many com-
plained of the lack of medical monitoring and the aloofness of medical
staff. We have been sending regular updates to comrades in California on
what has been going on over the last two months. For those who want to
see more reporting in ULK, send in your donations to help reach the goal
of $250 to add 4 pages to a future issue. See page 12 for how to donate.

In at least two Texas prisons we have comrades organizing around the
murders of prisoners by staff abuse and neglect, the most basic health
campaign. In Texas we also have positive examples of organizing sports as
a way to bring people together and improve health. Meanwhile comrades
in more restrictive conditions in one California prison were punished for
organizing group exercise, calling it “Security Threat Group activity.”

The manipulation of people through chemical substances is another
common health theme. Many comrades are being denied medications they
depend on and facing life-threatening conditions. At the same time op-
pressed communities fight the use of recreational drugs to oppress their
people as seen in the struggle of the Oglala Lakotah. The exposure of
this form of low-intensity chemical warfare right here in North America
is particularly relevant at a time when the blood-thirsty imperialists have
been ramping up for an invasion of Syria based on unsubstantiated claims
of chemical weapons use by the government there.

From rotten potatoes in Massachussetts, to inadequate servings in
Nevada and people forced to rely on vending machines in Florida, basic
nutrition is denied to people in a country where 40% of food is wast-
ed. Recently, the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization reported that
greenhouse gases from global food waste is more than the emissions of
any single country except China or the United

are housed in one of Texas's many gulags where
inhumane treatment is the status quo and norm,
now's the time. As Bobby used to say, we must
Seize the Time! I don't know who got first down,
but we got next!

Continued on page 14...

MIM(Prisons)
PO Box 40799
San Francisco, CA 94140

www.prisoncensorship.info
see p.12 for how to donate
subscriptions are FREE for prisoners

$tates.(1) Water, another vital resource, is also
used to produce all this wasted food. From U.$.
prisoners, to the global countryside where mal-
nutrition leads to thousands of deaths daily, to
the environmental services that all of humynity
depend on, the capitalist profit system has failed
to serve humyn need.

Continued on page 3...




p Maoist Internationalist Ministry of Prisons

What is Under Lock & Key?

Under Lock & Key (ULK) is the voice of the anti-
imperialist movement within prisons in the United
$tates. Fighting the injustice system is just one part
of the anti-imperialist struggle, and it is important
that comrades not lose sight of the connections to
the larger battle. For this reason, in addition to news
about prisons and prisoner struggles, we also publish
more general news and analysis important to the anti-
imperialist movement. We welcome support and col-
laboration from those who are focused only on prison
issues, but we also challenge them to see the impor-
tance of carrying out their work as part of a larger anti-
imperialist strategy.

ULK serves as a forum to develop and promote
agitational campaigns led by MIM(Prisons) and USW.
Our current battles in the United States are legally per-
mitted. We encourage prisoners to join these battles
while explicitly discouraging them from engaging in
any violence or illegal acts. MIM(Prisons) and its pub-
lications explicitly oppose the use of armed struggle
at this time in the imperialist countries (including the
United States).

ULK is edited and published by MIM(Prisons) and
mostly written and illustrated by USW and other Unit-
ed Front organizations behind bars. ULK comes out
every other month, and is free for U.$. prisoners. For
people outside of prison, all issues of ULK, plus addi-
tional reports from within U.$. prisons, are available on
MIM(Prisons)’s website: www.prisoncensorship.info

What is Imperialism?

Imperialism is an economic system that V.I. Lenin
defined as “the highest stage of capitalism.” It became
well pronounced in the early 1900s and is defined by
the globalization of capital, the dominance of finance
capital and the division of the world into imperialist and
exploited nations; Maoists see the latter as the princi-
pal contradiction in the world today.

As the economic system that dominates the world,
imperialism determines much of the material reality
that all inhabitants of planet Earth face today, includ-
ing war, poverty and environmental destruction. This
means that the status quo promoted by imperialist
interests is the biggest hindrance to change. As the
dominant imperialist power, both financially and mili-
tarily, the United $tates generally serves as the pri-
mary target of our attacks as anti-imperialists.

What is MIM(Prisons)?

The Maoist Internationalist Ministry of Prisons,
MIM(Prisons), is a cell of revolutionaries serving the
oppressed masses inside U.$. prisons. We uphold the
revolutionary communist ideology of Marxism-Lenin-
ism-Maoism and work from the vantage point of the
Third World proletariat.

Imperialism is the number one enemy of the ma-
jority of the world’'s people; we cannot achieve our
goal of ending all oppression without overthrowing im-
perialism. History has shown that the imperialists will
wage war before they will allow an end to oppression.

As revolutionary internationalists, we support the
self-determination of all nations and peoples. Today,
the U.$. prison system is a major part of the impe-
rialist state used to prevent the self-determination of
oppressed nations. It is for this reason that we see
prisoners in this country as being at the forefront of
any anti-imperialist and revolutionary movement.
While our organization focuses on prisoner support,
we believe that there is a dire need for Maoists to do
organizing and educational work in many areas in the
United $tates. We hope people are inspired by our ex-
ample around prisons and apply it to their own work
to create more Maoist cells and broaden the Maoist
movement behind enemy lines.

MIM(Prisons) distinguishes ourselves from other
groups on the six points below. We consider other
organizations actively upholding these points to be
fraternal.

1. Communism is our goal. Communism is a so-
ciety where no group has power over any other group.

2. Dictatorship of the proletariat is necessary.
In a dictatorship of the proletariat the formerly ex-
ploited majority dictates to the minority (who promoted
exploitation) how society is to be run. In the case of
imperialist nations, a Joint Dictatorship of the Proletar-
iat of the Oppressed Nations (JDPON) must play this
role where there is no internal proletariat or significant
mass base that favors communism.

3. We promote a united front with all who op-
pose imperialism. The road to the JDPON over the
imperialist nations involves uniting all who can be
united against imperialism. We cannot fight imperial-
ism and fight others who are engaged in life-and-death
conflicts with imperialism at the same time. Even im-
perialist nation classes can be allies in the united front
under certain conditions.

4. A parasitic class dominates the First World
countries. As Marx, Engels and Lenin formulated and
MIM Thought has reiterated through materialist analy-
sis, imperialism extracts super-profits from the Third
World and in part uses this wealth to buy off whole
populations of so-called workers. These so-called
workers bought off by imperialism form a new petty-
bourgeoisie called the labor aristocracy; they are not a
vehicle for Maoism. Those who work in the economic
interests of the First World labor aristocracy form the
mass base for imperialism’s tightening death-grip on
the Third World.

5. New bourgeoisies will form under socialism.
Mao led the charge to expose the bourgeoisie that
developed within the communist party in the Soviet
Union and the campaign to bombard the headquarters
in his own country of China. Those experiences dem-
onstrated the necessity of continuous revolution under
the dictatorship of the proletariat. The class struggle
does not end until the state has been abolished and
communism is reached.

6. The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution in
China was the furthest advancement toward com-
munism in history. We uphold the Soviet Union until
the death of Stalin in 1953, followed by the People’s
Republic of China through 1976, as the best examples
of modern socialism in practice. The arrest of the
“Gang of Four” in China and the rise of Krushchev in
the Soviet Union marked the restoration of capitalism
in those countries. Other experiments in developing
socialism in the 20th century failed to surpass the So-
viet model (i.e. Albania), or worse, stayed within the
capitalist mode of production, generally due to a failure
to break with the Theory of Productive Forces.

What is United Struggle from Within?

United Struggle from Within (USW) is a
MIM(Prisons)-led mass organization for U.$. prisoners
and former prisoners. USW is explicitly anti-imperialist
in leading campaigns on behalf of U.$. prisoners in al-
liance with national liberation struggles in the United
$tates and around the world. USW won't champion
struggles which are not in the interests of the inter-
national proletariat. USW will also not choose one
nation’s struggles over other oppressed nations’ strug-
gles. USW should work independently, but under the
guidance of MIM(Prisons), to build public opinion and
independent institutions of the oppressed in order to
obtain state power independent of imperialism. Mem-
bers don't have to agree with MIM(Prisons)’s cardinal
points (see above) but they can’t consciously disagree
with any of them. See page 12 for info on some of the
active USW campaigns.

United Front for Peace in Prisons-
Statement of Principles

The basis of any real unity comes from an agree-
ment on certain key ideas. This statement does not
grant authority to any party over any other party. We
are mutually accountable to each other to uphold these
points in order to remain active participants in this
united front.

*PEACE: WE organize to end the needless con-
flicts and violence within the U.$. prison environment.
The oppressors use divide-and-conquer strategies so
that we fight each other instead of them. We will stand
together and defend ourselves from oppression.

* UNITY: WE strive to unite with those facing the
same struggles as us for our common interests. To
maintain unity we have to keep an open line of net-
working and communication, and ensure we address
any situation with true facts. This is needed because
of how the pigs utilize tactics such as rumors, snitches
and fake communications to divide and keep division
among the oppressed. The pigs see the end of their
control within our unity.

* GROWTH: WE recognize the importance of
education and freedom to grow in order to build real
unity. We support members within our organization who
leave and embrace other political organizations and
concepts that are within the anti-imperialist struggle.
Everyone should get in where they fit in. Similarly, we
recognize the right of comrades to leave our organiza-
tion if we fail to live up to the principles and purpose of
the United Front for Peace in Prisons.

* INTERNATIONALISM: WE struggle for the lib-
eration of all oppressed people. While we are often
referred to as "minorities" in this country, and we often
find those who are in the same boat as us opposing us,
our confidence in achieving our mission comes from
our unity with all oppressed nations who represent the
vast majority globally. We cannot liberate ourselves
when participating in the oppression of other nations.

* INDEPENDENCE: WE build our own institutions
and programs independent of the United $tates gov-
ermment and all its branches, right down to the local
police, because this system does not serve us. By de-
veloping independent power through these institutions
we do not need to compromise our goals.

How to join the United Front?

* Study and uphold the five principles above.

* Send your organization's name and a statement
of unity to MIM(Prisons). Your statement can explain
what the united front principles mean to your organiza-
tion, how they relate to your work, why they are impor-
tant, etc.

*Develop peace and unity between factions
where you are at on the basis of opposing oppression
of all prisoners and oppressed people in general.

* Send reports on your progress to Under Lock &
Key. Did you develop a peace treaty or protocol that
is working? Send it in for others to study. Is your unity
based on actions? Send us reports on the organizing
you are doing.

* Keep educating your members. The more edu-
cated your members are, the more unity you can de-
velop, and the stronger your organization can become.
Unity comes from the inside out. By uniting internally,
we can better unite with others as well. Contact
MIM(Prisons) if you need additional materials to edu-
cate your members in history, politics and economics.
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Editor’s Note:

Strategic Confidence in the International Balance of Forces

One important piece of our worldview is the stra-
tegic confidence we have based on our global class
analysis. Basically, our analysis says that the vast
majority of the world’s people, a solid 80%, will ben-
efit materially from an end to imperialism. This is why
we believe anti-imperialism is destined for success.
Subjectively, this can be important to keep in mind
in an environment surrounded by class enemies or
by those with bourgeois consciousness. This column
was started to support this position.

As we go to press, the biggest news is the
warmongering of the U.$./E.U. imperialists against
Syria, led by the blood-thirsty Barack Obama. While
80% of the world’s people are victims of imperial-
ism, the politics around Syria has demonstrated the
potential for united front to reach an even broader
majority. Currently, imperialist Russia is leading the
diplomatic effort to halt the U.$. invasion of Syria.
Meanwhile, the populations of the imperialist coun-
tries have opposed more open involvement in Syria,
but limiting their focus to U.$. soldiers. Of course,
rather than demonstrating international solidarity,
this says more about their lack of internationalism
as they haven't been doing much to protest sending
arms and money to al Qaeda to topple the Syrian
government.

Of course, it is the people of the Third World that
continue to die fighting the U.$. destabilization efforts

Commemoration of September 9

Comrades around the country have orga-
nized to participate in the country-wide demon-
stration of peace and solidarity this September
9. Calling attention to the treatment of prison-
ers, this demonstration coincides with the an-
niversary of the Attica uprising. We expect to
receive more reports on the demonstration in
the coming weeks, and below is information we
have so far.

From a Texas prisoner:

I was confined to Ad-Seg in Harris County Jail
while my case was under trial. Texas law requires
the jail to give prisoners at least one hour a day for
exercise and meaningful recreation. I stayed in seg-
regation for nine months. Not once was I allowed
out-of-cell exercise. 1 filed grievances, which were
denied. I then filed a Section 1983 lawsuit for viola-
tion of my 14th amendment right to due process.
The litigation is ongoing, however the jail refuses
to stop this barbaric and inhumane treatment of 24
hour lockdown. The "justice" system is failing to
protect the incarcerated individual. Again.

1 traded several of my meals to other prisoners
for a few stamps. I was only able to gather 5 stamps.
I know it's not much, but I hope it helps some. I have
been spreading the MIM(Prisons) campaigns, and
have put together a small group of other prisoners
to remember the Attica uprising. We have planned a
fast for September 9, 2013.

From a Maryland prisoner:

I will be fasting this September 9. I've been on
lockup since 2011 but I will refuse my trays from
midnight to midnight to pay homage to the fallen
brothers of the cause in Attica and everywhere else!
And I will encourage other brothers to do so as
well.

The pigs decided to give us showers today. They
are walking each cell to the shower individually.
Three pigs for one inmate, one of which is holding
an assault rifle type of gun that shoots paintballs of

in the region. As we reported in this column last time
Hezbollah has provided strong support to the resis-
tance to U.§$. imperialism as has Iran. In a recent
story, a Syrian official stated that some 8,000 Syrian
patriots have pledged to give their lives in suicide
attacks if necessary to resist a U.$. military invasion
of their country. After witnessing what happened in
Libya, they know that the Amerikans may try to at-
tack only from the air and that they are prepared to
use kamikaze pilots if necessary. He echoed Mao
Zedong’s line on the united front in stating that a
U.$. invasion will bring national unity to focus all
forces against the imperialists rather than fighting
other Syrians.(The Guardian, 28 August 2013)

In many ways U.$. destabilization efforts have
succeeded in Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and even
Egypt. But resistance to imperialism continues. As
the occupation of Afghanistan wraps up its twelvth
year, the number of police deaths in Afghanistan
have doubled since last year. (Democracy Now! 3
September 2013)

And resistance in the once U.$. colony of the
Phillipines has continued for many decades. On 13
August 2013, the New People’s Army in the Philip-
pines disarmed a military escort for a local official,
seizing their weapons. (GMA News Online, 13 Au-
gust 2013) *

mace. Cowards!

We have received word from another com-
rade in Maryland that others are participating.

From Arkansas:

For the annual day of peace we pulled together
approximately 70 prisoners scattered around the
institution. We avoided the cafeteria at all costs and
kept our contact with the pigs at a minimum. We
had a lot of cats who faked or simply broke weak
because of their watered down hearts, but as a
whole we are proud to say that you can add Arkan-
sas/Varner unit to the list of participants.

Next year we’re going to expand with a stated
goal of at least a thousand participants crossing all
lines toward producing unity among the poor and
oppressed is a struggle that we must take step-by-
step, making small gains with each step until we’ve
achieved our goal.

MIM(Prisons) responds: We commend these
comrades for stepping up to the United Front for
Peace in Prisons call for a solidarity demonstra-
tion on September 9. We would not call the pigs
cowards for their vast outnumbering and assault
weapon use with prisoners; this is realistic fear
of the power of the oppressed. Right now we
don’t have the level of unity in the prisons to
present more than sporadic points of resistance,
but the very event this comrade mentions, the
Attica uprising, is an example of the potential
power of prisoners when acting in unity. This
unity is built through struggle and discussion,
something that is much easier when prisoners
have contact with one another. And for this rea-
son tens of thousands of people are on lockup
in isolation cells, being kept from contact with
each other so that they can not spread the “dan-
gerous” ideology of unity and peace among
prisoners. *

Slow Progress as an fAnti-
Imperialist in Massachusetts

by a Massachusetts prisoner
August 2013

I've been through quite a lot in the six
months or so since I've become involved in the
anti-imperialist movement. Starting out in a
state prison here in Massachusetts, I began by
trying to devour as much literature as I could
on our collective struggle. In order to digest the
principles upon which our rebellion is based, I
have tried to discuss the ideas with other prison-
ers. However, I found it incredibly perverse that
so many other prisoners would posture and pay
lip service to the principles yet when it comes
down to forming any kind of movement they
were cowed by the mere thought of the oppres-
SOr.

For example, I attempted to initiate a griev-
ance campaign. There were actually people
willing to get involved but I had to write up
each individual grievance myself. Although this
took up much of my personal time I gladly did
it, and actually saw some results. The prison
was serving rotten potatoes for about four years.
Changed. Open shower drain in one shower
with the possibility of serious injury. Fixed.
Broken law library computer in the cell block.
Fixed. Broken law library computer in segrega-
tion. Fixed. I suppose the grievances weren't all
for nothing.

A couple of months ago I was transferred
from state prison to a county jail to serve a sepa-
rate sentence. Now I'm getting ready to file my
first civil suits against this jail regarding the dis-
ciplinary process. Hopefully the changes that I
seek will stop the current disciplinary staff from
smoking everyone on their misconduct reports.
Indeed, there is a lot of shady stuff going on in
the disciplinary board office, especially the use
of duplicate offenses to rack up extra segrega-
tion time as a tool of oppression and complete
non-compliance with the jail's own policy and
procedures regarding disciplinary hearings.

MIM(Prisons) responds: We get many letters
Continued on page 14...

...Health Problem

We can look to the barefoot doctors in revo-
lutionary China, or the mobile health units of the
Black Panther Party or the Young Lords Party
as examples of serving the people's basic health
needs in a revolutionary context. The Chinese
also took a completely different approach to
mental illness, which bourgeois society does
more to cause than to remedy. Materially, the
capitalist economic system can produce enough
for everyone, but cannot provide it to them. It's
a system that uses the denial of basic health as a
form of social control, because if it did not the
system would be overthrown. Rather than beg-
ging the oppressor for a little relief, let's imple-
ment real solutions to these problems. *

...Continued from page 1

Note: Katie Valentine. Global Food Waste Emits
More Greenhouse Gases Than Most Countries, Ac-
cording To The UN, thinkprogress.org, 11 Sept.2013.



mlm[Prlsons] 2013 Censorshlp Report

by the Legal Coordinator of MIM(Prisons)
September 2013

As a mail-based prisoner support organiza-
tion, the ability to get our mail in to our com-
rades and subscribers is an essential part of our
ability to organize. If we can't get mail in, we
can't help lead the anti-imperialist struggle be-
hind bars. We are under no illusion that we'll
ever be free from censorship; if our enemy hates
us, we're probably doing something right! But
the U.$. Constitution and our humynist moral-
ity support our insistence on fighting censorship
as much as possible so that we can have as big
of an impact on the international revolutionary
movement as we can.

Often times our subscribers don't even know
how much censorship they persynally are expe-
riencing, let alone what's going on around the
country. Our annual censorship report gives our
subscribers an idea of how much political re-
pression we're facing overall.

This year we started recording our mail in
more detail, and removed a lot of flaws in how
the data is aggregated (although it's not per-
fect!). At the bottom of the chart on the opposite
page, "% Unconfirmed" tells you how accurate
the snapshot is for that reporting year; the lower
number the better, because a lower percent of
unconfirmed mail means we actually know what
happened to more of the mail we've sent in. Un-
confirmed mail not only covers up censorship in
cases where the prisoner never got the mail but
we haven't been made aware of it; it also may
exaggerate the level of censorship we're actu-
ally facing in a particular facility or state where
our mail is actually getting in to some people
but they haven't told us. Of course we know the
content of our literature is not held in high re-
gard by most prison staff, so assuming we're be-
ing censored when we aren't sure what is going
on is probably more accurate than not.

A facility is considered to be banning our
literature for that reporting year if they have
censored two or more items, and no items have

been confirmed as received. An entire state is
considered to be banning our literature if they
have censored any mail, and no mail has been
reported as received. Another note on the chart:
it is only a snapshot of what is going on with our
mail. A facility might be banning us in the same
state where we also had victories, or a complete
statewide ban may only actually affect a few
subscribers (plus the potential new subscribers
we might gain if our lit wasn't censored).

To improve our data on the level of censor-
ship we're experiencing, you may receive a list
from us of mail we've sent you, asking you to
confirm receipt or censorship of each item. This
list is called an Unconfirmed Mail Form (UMF).
We recommend everyone keep a log of all your
mail, incoming and outgoing, with dates re-
ceived/sent, from/to who, and contents. That
way if your mail with us, or anyone, is tampered
with, you are one step ahead of the game. And
if you get a UMF, you will be able to fill it out
accurately rather than guessing. But do not wait
to receive a UMF to tell us what you've gotten!
When you write to us, you should always tell us
what you've gotten from us since the last time
you wrote. That will save time and money so we
can send in more books and literature.

Facilities banning all our mail in the last report-
ing year:

* Colorado - Arkansas Valley State Prison

* Connecticut - Northern Correctional Institution
and Northern Supermax (this is the second
consecutive year in Northern Supermax)

* Florida - Suwanee Annex

e [llinois - Menard Correctional Center (two
years in a row)

* Michigan - Gus Harrison Correctional Facility

* South Carolina - Leiber Correctional Institution

e Utah - Central Utah Correctional Facility

* Virginia - Hampton Roads Regional Jail (two
years in a row)

* Wisconsin - Green Bay Correctional Institution
and Kettle Moraine Correctional Institution

Facilities banning ULK in the last reporting year:
e Connecticut - MacDougall-Walker Correc-

interests of the bourgeoisie.

that they are reforming criminals.

do something wrong by proletarian standards.

On Prisons & Prisoners

MIM(Prisons) seeks to build public opinion against Amerika’s criminal injustice system, and to
eventually replace the bourgeois injustice system with proletarian justice. The bourgeois injus-
tice system imprisons and executes a disproportionately large and growing number of oppressed
people while letting the biggest mass murderers — the imperialists and their lackeys — roam free.
Imperialism is not opposed to murder or theft. It only insists that these crimes be committed in the

All U.$. citizens are criminals — accomplices and accessories to the crimes of U.$. oppression glob-
ally until the day U.$. imperialism is overcome. All U.$. citizens should start from the point of view

MIM(Prisons) does not advocate that all prisoners go free today; we have a more effective program
for fighting crime as was demonstrated in China prior to the restoration of capitalism there in 1976.
We say that all prisoners are political prisoners because under the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie,
all imprisonment is substantively political. It is our responsibility to exert revolutionary leadership
and conduct political agitation and organization among prisoners — whose material conditions
make them an overwhelmingly revolutionary group. Some prisoners should and will work on self-
criticism under a future dictatorship of the proletariat in those cases in which prisoners really did

tional Institution Reason: "Rejected publica-
tion per the Media Review Board"

e Florida - Franklin Correctional Institution
Reason: MIM investigated as Security Threat
Group

e Florida - Jackson Correctional Institution
No reason given

e [llinois - Menard Correctional Center Reason:
"Threat to safety and security"

* Michigan - G Robert Correctional Facility No
reason given

* New York - Riverview Correctional Facility
Reasons: "Incites disobedience, describes
gang activity"

* North Carolina - Marion Correctional Institu-
tion Reasons: "MIM Distributors on disap-
proved publication list," "encourages insur-
rection"

* North Carolina - Warren Correctional Institu-
tion Reason: "On ban list"

e Pennsylvania - State Correctional Institution
Waymart Reasons: "Unauthorized enclosure"
and no reason given

* Wisconsin - Wisconsin Secure Program
Facility No reason given

Florida is also attempting to classify Un-
der Lock & Key as a "Security Threat Group,"
which would likely make all mail from MIM
Distributors banned as gang-related, and subject
anyone in possession of mail from us to disci-
plinary action. We have not received an update
on this process since April. We do know that for
a couple years Florida was a booming United
Struggle from Within state, and some of our
more active comrades have recently asked to
be removed from our mailing list for fear of re-
pression. We aren't sure whether the administra-
tion is threatening parole eligibility or physical
abuse, or other forms of torture such as solitary
confinement; or if they've already gone ahead
and beaten the shit out of these comrades to get
them to stop talking to us. Yet we've seen this
enough times to know that something like that is
going on. It's incredible the lengths Amerikans
will go to to keep someone who's already locked
up in prison from doing something as innocuous
as reading a newsletter, participating in a study
group, and talking to other humyn beings.

A popular reason for citing censorship in
Nevada has been "Per AR 750... Address labels
are unauthorized." Our guess is that this policy
of the Nevada Department of Corrections would
not hold up in court as being reasonably related
to penological interests and the safety of the in-
stitution. A subscriber in Nevada who has been
missing mail due to this rule should take on this
struggle in a lawsuit! Another comrade in that
state reported that prison officials have admitted
ULK is not banned, but now they are resorting
to "unofficial censorship" by simply throwing
out incoming and outgoing mail. This is another
reason why it's important to track your corre-
spondence.

UVictories and Struggles

Appealing censorship and filing grievances
can lead to small but significant victories. The
victories in Arizona, Pennsylvania, and on the

Continued on page next page...
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Federal level are attributed solely to prisoners
filing appeals of the censorship, without any
supporting letters from MIM Distributors. Of
course not all appeals will be granted, and we
don't expect to ever be completely free of cen-
sorship from the state. But we encourage every-
one to at least attempt to appeal all censorship
of their mail. Send us copies of your documents
and we can publicize and track them on our
website www.prisoncensorship.info.

In the last year we've focused much energy
on fighting censorship in Missouri and North
Carolina. In Missouri we've met some success
with letter writing, but in North Carolina it has
been a different story. After a surge in USW
activity in North Carolina, every issue of Un-
der Lock & Key has been placed on their ban
list for over 3 years straight. Upon appeal, not
only do North Carolina prisoncrats tend to sim-
ply uphold the decision of the lower level with
no explanation, but when asked to explain how
their "independent" review process works, we
are given no response. When we filed a public
records request with the state, the only docu-
ments they had to demonstrate that the indepen-
dent review process existed was a stack of the
original censorship notifications, further putting
into question the existence of the "review pro-
cess." We have comrades working on this case
in North Carolina who could benefit greatly
from some additional legal assistance.

Multiple subscribers in Illinois have volun-
teered to assist MIM(Prisons) in fighting cen-
sorship in that state, and one has two lawsuits
pending on this issue. While ULK is not getting
in at all in some facilities in the state, some of
our subscriber-volunteers are able to receive
ULK and copies of the censor documentation.
Also they are intimately familiar with the mail
rules and appeal procedures in their state so they
can advise those being censored. Although it is
a slower process for volunteers on the inside
working via mail, this has been a very benefi-
cial campaign, and one that anyone with legal
knowledge can contribute to in their own state.
MIM(Prisons) facilitates a Prisoners' Legal
Clinic (PLC) to help jailhouse lawyers plug
into projects that will push forward the collec-
tive legal knowledge and experience of the anti-
imperialist movement behind bars. Write in to
get involved! *

CENSORShIP/

State 7/1/2012 7/1/2013
Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
Federal
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Idaho
lllinois

Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York

North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio

Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee

Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming

% Unconfirmed, 66%

N/A
73%

XXX
X

complete state-wide ban -
ban at individual facility -
censorship reported -

censorship with victories - |V
no censorship reported - N
no mail - N/A

MIM(Prisons) Email Shut Down,
No More Secure Web Business

by MIM(Prisons)
August 2013

The bourgeoisie seems to be losing the
battle for free enterprise against the repressive
U.$. government. There can no longer be any
commercial email service that does not provide
direct access to all its users' information to the
U.$. intelligence agencies. We discovered this
recently when our email server, lavabit.com,
was no longer accessible and the owner posted
a message stating,

I have been forced to make a difficult deci-
sion: to become complicit in crimes against
the American people or walk away from near-
ly ten years of hard work by shutting down
Lavabit. After significant soul searching, 1
have decided to suspend operations.

The clear implication is that the feds ap-
proached him to demand access to the com-
munications on his server. Existing commu-
nications were advertised as not accessible to
anyone but the user who owns the account. In
order to not release any future user info to the
feds he shut down the server; a decision surely
not taken lightly when people depend on their
email for so much of their lives.

Earlier in the week it was revealed that a
popular hosting service for Tor hidden services
was comprimised and sites on that server were
infected with malicious javascript to reveal
users' IP addresses (usually hidden by the Tor
network) to a server located in Virginia. The ob-
vious implication there was that this operation
was related to U.$. intelligence agencies which
dominate the region. One of the more popular
sites affected by this attack was Tormail, anoth-
er self-proclaimed secure email service.

All of this comes on the heals of the release
of information on the U.$. National Secu-
rity Agency's (NSA) system of monitoring all
electronic communications in the world. Infor-
mation released makes it clear that all major
commercial software companies have provided
backdoors to their software and online services
to the U.$. government. With the destruction
of Lavabit and Tormail, it seems clear that the
United $tates has no intention of letting any
exceptions to that rule continue. Whistleblower
Edward Snowden was known to use Lavabit for
his email, leading many to conclude that Lav-
abit was a victim of the U.$. hunt for Snowden
himself. Others have speculated that the attack
on Tor was an attempt to scare people out of
the so-called darknet and back into the friendly
arms of Google, Microsoft, et al.

While using allegedly secure online services
can provide an extra layer of protection, you
cannot rely on an unknown party for your secu-
rity anyway. That is why services with built in
PGP encryption, like hushmail.com, are a joke
from the get go. Hushmail.com openly works
with the Amerikan government already even
though they are not a U.$. company. Certainly

Continued on next page..
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On “Objective” Reporting

Under Lock & Key relies on our comrades
behind bars to report on conditions and
events inside prisons. We track the his-
tory and reliability of our writers and,
when possible, we double check facts
in the articles. But there will always be
some facts we cannot verify before print-
ing. Our readers are encouraged to let us
know if they have information that con-
tradicts what they see in Under Lock &
Key. Yet, recognize that no matter how
much the bourgeoisie tries to pretend,
reporting is never completely objective or
devoid of political content. MIM(Prisons)
will always report from the perspective
of the international proletariat and on

the issues that best serve their interests.

...Email

other nations will attempt to seize the competi-
tive advantage they now have over a business
that has long been dominated by U.$. compa-
nies. The positive of all this is a surge in de-
mand and innovation in the realm of computer
security.

...Continued from previous page

For now, you can only contact us through
our website. We will be investigating alternative
solutions and post them on our announcements
and contact page once they are available. If
you're still using unencrypted email for political
work, get with the times and start studying our
security links on our contact page. The last revo-
lutionary generation underestimated the role of
COINTELPRO until it was too late. It would be
a crime against the people for us to make the
same mistake with everything we know today.

[note: Prisoners using corrlinks can still con-
tact us at our old address. But we cannot accept
new contacts, or add you to our list if you re-
move us. Once we settle into a new email ad-
dress you will have to change your contact ad-
dress for us in corrlinks.] *
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Whiteclay Blockade and Women’s Day of Peace

by Onkwehon:we Rising
September 2013

This originally appeared on Censored News.
It was penned by Jessica Garraway of the Deep
Roots Collective. As we have explained else-
where here on Onkwehdn:we Rising Whiteclay
is an unincorporated village of 14 people in
northwest Nebraska bordering the Pine Ridge
Indian Reservation, home to the Oglala Lako-
tah (also known as the Oglala Sioux Tribe).
Pine Ridge lies almost entirely in South Dakota.
Whiteclay has four off-sale beer stores licensed
by the State of Nebraska which sell the equiva-
lent of 4.5 million 12-ounce cans of beer annu-
ally (12,500 cans per day), mostly to the Ogla-
las living on Pine Ridge.

Whiteclay exists only to make money off
of the suffering of the Oglala Lakotah people.
While it may soon change, the people of Pine
Ridge have been attempting to create a “dry”
(alcohol free) reservation for many years due
to the pandemic of alcoholism within their
community. Within the context of 500 years
of colonial pillage and counter-insurgency the
machinations going on within Whiteclay must

New Jersey June Protest
Prelude to October

by a New Jersey prisoner
August 2013

I'm writing to give you an update on the pro-
test back in June. The protest in June was just
the start. The real protest will jump off in Oc-
tober. The one in June went on for six days, not
two. It was on for two days before the south and
north compounds took part. We really wanted to
go off with the July 8 one, but things here were
getting so bad the prisoners just couldn't hold
back any longer. By October all should be ready.
If not, those that are prepared will be ready to
share the understanding of what is going on so
all the population will be on the same page. And
everyone understands this is a peaceful protest,
too much is just not right. I'm not the one doing
the talking but I'm surely a part.

MIM(Prisons) adds: As another comrade
from New Jersey reported: "Although nothing
has changed as of the writing of this report, it
is important to highlight that the level of unity
achieved across nations and groups, the effec-
tive organization of the protest, and the fearful
response by the state demonstrate the power of
non-violent resistance in a corrections environ-
ment." We agree this unity is critical. We are
seeing unity in resistance in prisons across the
country. We need to take advantage of this op-
portunity to educate and build. As this prisoner
points out, those who are ready for October in
New Jersey will share information so that all
the population will understand. We call on anti-
imperialist comrades in prison to expand this
education and take this opportunity to educate
others about the nature of the injustice system
and its role in imperialism in general. Protests to
improve conditions are important, but they are
just the start. *

be understood as a form of chemical warfare,
just as crack, heroin and other “hard drugs” are
within the urban ghetto communities of the do-
mestic colonies.

There have been ongoing efforts by Lakotah,
in particular the group known as AIM Grass-
roots, and their allies to shut down Whiteclay,
including blockades of deliveries of beer and
other liquors to the stores. Many Lakotah, in-
cluding national leaders, have been arrested or
otherwise face state and White settler persecu-
tion for their efforts.

We here at Onkwehoén:we Rising fully stand
behind our Lakotah brothers and sisters in what
is aptly being called The Battle of Whiteclay.

WHITE CLAY, Neb. — On Monday morn-
ing, September 2, protesters swarmed and creat-
ed a road block for cars leaving Whiteclay. Ac-
tivists marched through the town and blocked
entrances into the various liquor stores. Today’s
action is part of an ongoing campaign to stop
liquid genocide on the Pine Ridge Reservation.

The town of Whiteclay is less than 300 feet
from the border of Pine Ridge, where the sale
and consumption of alcohol is prohibited. While
Whiteclay has a population of 14, there are 4
liquor stores in the town, selling 13,000 cans of
beer each day mostly to the Oglala Lakota in
Pine Ridge making $34 million in revenue an-
nually.

Two days earlier, people from all over the
country marched into Whiteclay for the second
annual Women’s March and Day of Peace to
bring awareness of the harms caused by alco-
holism.

Even with the highly contentious vote to le-
galize alcohol in Pine Ridge, Pine Ridge activ-
ists remain undeterred. Present at the Women'’s
Day of Peace, Oglala Lakota activist Olowan
Martinez spoke to how alcohol has had a dev-
astating impact on the people of Pine Ridge and
continues to be used as a chemical weapon of
genocide against the Lakota people and their
culture to this day, “They use alcohol to trick us
and now we trick ourselves.”

MIM(Prisons) adds: For the oppressed nations
in the First and Third World, health campaigns
are not just a fad for the self-obsessed. They are
matters of life and death, liberation or submis-
sion. As one comrade wrote in the New Afrikan
Prisoners: Anti-alcohol campaign:

As a people, we must commit ourselves to
a higher standard of living, if we are to one
day achieve our ultimate goal of total libera-
tion. We can no longer afford to hide behind
the well to do excuses of putting the blame
solely on the U.$. government, regarding the
social dilemmas that plague our communi-
ties, in particular, as it relates to matters that
we can control and change on our own. Our
day to day social practice is a manifestation
of what we believe in, think about, and con-
sume into our bodies. So we must be mindful

Continued on page 16



Debating Mental Health Treatment in Ad-Seg

a dialogue with a California prisoner
August 2013

In July 2013, a representative from Martinez
Detention Facility (MDF) sent MIM(Prisons)
five supplemental demands they were adopt-
ing in addition to the 5 Core Demands of the
statewide demonstration. One of the original
demands read:

MDF Ad-Seg detainees demand Sheriff!
Jail officials immediately cease and desist the
unconstitutional custom, practice and unof-
ficial policy of improperly housing inmates
with mental health issues among the non-
mental-health-status Ad-Seg detainees. Cur-
rently all Ad-Seg detainees are subject to the
behaviors, problems, actions and disorders
of the mental health status Ad-Seg inmates
which include:

A. Loud yelling/banging all night, keeping
detainees awake.

B. Getting feces and urine thrown under
detainees doors.

C. Delusional actions/comments against
or towards detainees.

D. Spitting through detainee doors or on
glass.

E. Feces, urine, debris etc. in shower, hot
water pot, on floor

F. Breaking and/or destroying hair clip-
pers/shavers, preventing other detainees from
using for court, visits, etc.

MIM(Prisons) criticized this demand: While
we support the hunger strike going on in Mar-
tinez Detention Facility, we would like to warn
against creating unnecessary divisions between
prisoners. We have reported in the past that
mental health status is greatly exacerbated by
the conditions of imprisonment, and especially
of long-term isolation. Often times these pris-
oners are put in isolation (or even imprisoned

Subscribers Declining Because of Too Much Criticism?

by a Federal prisoner
August 2013

I was discussing the issue of declining mem-
bership with a well known organizational leader
with tens of thousands of followers. He stated
that you only want to write if it is behind your
philosophy, and that you criticize anyone who
does not agree with your strategy. He specifical-
ly mentioned the Malcolm X Grassroots Move-
ment. So your criticism, well intended or not, is
doing more dividing than uniting.

MIM(Prisons) responds: This letter is re-
sponding to the article in ULK 33 summarizing
our annual congress which reported that our
number of subscribers has dropped in the past
year. First, we want to be clear that subscribers
are not the same thing as members. We reported
in the same article that the number of active
United Struggle from Within members has in-
creased over the past year. But still, we want to
see an increase in ULK readers as well and so
this is a bad trend.

It is true that MIM(Prisons) is critical of oth-
er organizations. This is because we see political

in the first place) because of their disruptive
behavior stemming from their mental illness,
which does nothing to improve their condition.

Not only does imprisonment worsen the con-
dition of those who already suffer from mental
illness, but it can, and does, induce mental ill-
ness in people who would otherwise not suffer
from delusions, post traumatic stress disorder,
anxiety, sensitivity to light, noise, and touch,
suicidal thoughts, etc. It is well documented,(1)
and MIM(Prisons) has witnessed first hand, that
the state uses long-term isolation as a tactic to
specifically wreck the mental health of prisoners
who are engaged in political work and organiz-

ing.

While we understand the impact that this dis-
ruptive behavior has on this contributor’s ability
to sleep and focus, we worry that a demand to
send mentally ill prisoners “away” would lead
to further isolation and deterioration.

Mental illness isn’t caused by inadequacies
within individuals, but is instead a symptom of
all the irreconcilable contradictions in our so-
ciety. Mental illness has systemic roots. There-
fore, all short-term solutions to help people with
mental illness in this country are just bandaids
on gaping wounds. Reported in Serve the Peo-
ple: Observations on Medicine in the People’s
Republic of China, a book by Victor and Ruth
Sidel, all mental health conditions in commu-
nist China under Mao were cured except for
some extreme cases of schizophrenia, and those
who had previously been suffering became pro-
ductive members of society. Reasons for this
turnaround include not only relief from stress-
ors which had previously led people to mental
illness -- severe gender oppression, inability to

Continued on page 10

struggle and
education as
fundamental to building an effective revolution-
ary movement. The MXGM is a good example
of an organization that we have reported favor-
ably about in the past.(see ULK 33) But we need
to be honest about where we see faults in the po-
litical lines or strategies of other organizations.
‘We hope others will do the same for us. We can-
not build real unity if we just ignore significant
disagreements over political line and strategy.

Further, we work towards a United Front
with all organizations who can unite with us on
basic goals. This is an important Maoist strat-
egy that allows different organizations to come
together for common goals without sacrificing
their independence or brushing real political dif-
ferences under the rug.

We see these practices as principled. It may
lead some individuals to dismiss MIM(Prisons)
as too divisive, but we see the real divisiveness
in those groups that refuse to publicly acknowl-
edge political differences while privately gos-
siping or positioning themselves into power. We
are willing to lose a few supporters who can't
take open political discussion and disagree-
ments to maintain clarity of political line. *

Medication Denials in Texas

by a Texas prisoner
August 2013

It seems as if all chaos has been released on
this unit, as now the security officers and ad-
ministration officers are denying prisoners here
their prescribed medication. Medical wants to
close evening pill dispensing at 5:30pm wheth-
er all prisoners get their medication or not, to
avoid overtime. The unit is relatively small and
if run by security staff properly, it could run pill
window for all prisoners by 5:30pm. But the
prison creates conditions that make this impos-
sible, delaying count, shutting down prisoner
movement, etc.

Because of a lack of proper medication sev-
eral prisoners have had violent epileptic sei-
zures. Other prisoners have gone days at a time
without their medication. A building missed
their medication three days straight.

It is obvious that the wheels have fallen off
when the medical department blames security
for such denials of a person's medication, and
security blames medical by stating they “have
no control over medical decisions.”

Four days out of ten last month I myself
missed medication, and I was placed in protect-
ed custody twice for speaking out against such
blatant violation of our rights. Because of this,
trouble is brewing that presents an environment
that is hostile and unsafe for both officers and
prisoners, a violation of our right to a safe and
secure place to do our time.

MIM(Prisons) adds: Medical neglect is all
too common in Amerikan prisons. This should
be no surprise as capitalism puts profits before
health, and in the case of prisons it puts social
control before health. This is a clear example
of the criminal injustice system punishing pris-
oners just for the sake of punishment. There is
no possible rehabilitative purpose to denying
prisoners their medicine. It is a way to put lives
in danger. They might claim to save a few dol-
lars on staff overtime in the short run, but the
long-term financial cost of treating seriously ill
prisoners will far exceed these savings as many
prisoners are on medication critical to control
serious conditions.

The abysmal health care in Amerikan pris-
ons mirrors the situation on the streets in this
country that spends more money per persyn
on health care than any other in the world, but
yet has far poorer health than most First World
countries and even some Third World countries.
Ironically this poor health hits the wealthy in
Amerika too. These are some ways in which
communism will serve all the world's people,
not just the poor. Although the wealthy will be
brought down to the same economic level as
everyone else in the world, improvements in
healthcare, an end to environmental destruction,
and opportunities to lead productive lives are all
important enhancements in life that all will en-
joy when capitalism is overthrown. *

Note: The Atlantic, Jan 10, 2013.



Rashid's Empty Rhetoric on the Labor Aristocracy

by Wiawimawo of MIM(Prisons)
August 2013

The Minister of Defense of the New Afrikan
Black Panther Party (Prison Chapter) recently
stepped in(1) to defend Turning the Tide against
our USW comrade's critiques.(2) We can appre-
ciate the greater clarity and honesty in Rashid's
piece compared to Michael Novick's, but still
cannot forgive him for getting the first ques-
tion of importance to communists wrong: who
are our friends and who are our enemies? Like
Jose Maria Sison and Bob Avakian, Rashid has
long been exposed to MIM line and writing, and
many attempts to struggle with him have been
made. It does great damage to the International
Communist Movement when these people be-
come icons of "Maoism" in many peoples' eyes,
while promoting chauvinistic lines on the role of
the oppressor nations under imperialism.

Rashid opens his piece with the most com-
mon strawpersyn argument of the revisionists,
that the MIM line is wrong because Marx and
Lenin never abandoned organizing among Euro-
peans and Amerikans. Rashid needs to be more
specific if he's claiming there are groups that
are refusing to work with white people or mov-
ing to the Third World to organize. While our
work mostly targets prisoners, we target prison-
ers of all nationalities, and similarly our street
work is not very nation-specific. The question
we would ask instead of "should we organize
Amerikans?", is, "what is going to achieve com-
munism faster, organizing rich people around
demands for more money, or organizing them
around ideas of collective responsibility for
equal distribution of humyn needs and ecologi-
cal sustainability?"

Rashid's third paragraph includes some
numbers and math and at first glance i thought
it might have some concrete analysis. But alas,
the numbers appear just for show as they are a)
made up numbers, and b) reflecting the most
simple calculation that Marx teaches us to de-
fine surplus value. To counter Rashid's empty
numbers, let us repeat our most basic math ex-
ample here. If Amerikans are exploited, then to
end exploitation would mean they need to get
paid more money. Dividing the global GDP by

r—_—_—_—_—_—_—_‘

I FREE POLITICAL BOO

the number of full-time laborers gives an equi-
table distribution of income of around $10,000
per persyn per year.(3) To be fair, in Rashid's
article he addresses this and quotes Marx to say
that we cannot have an equitable distribution of
income. In that quote from Wages, Price and
Profit Marx was writing about capitalism, which
is inherently exploitative. Our goal is commu-
nism, or "from each according to her ability,
to each according to her need." But we're not
there yet, Rashid might argue. OK fine, let's take
Rashid's hypothetical McDonald's worker mak-
ing $58 per 8 hour workday. If we assume 5 days
a week and 50 weeks a year we get $14,500 per
year. According to the World Bank, half of the
world's people make less than $1,225 per year.
(4) That report also showed that about 10% of
Amerikans are in the world's richest 1% and that
almost half of the richest 1% are Amerikans. So
Rashid wants to argue that under capitalism it is
just that the lowest paid Amerikans earn over 10
times more than half of the world's population
because their labor is worth that much more?
How is that? What Marx was talking about in
Wages, Price and Profit was scientific: a strong
persyn might be twice as productive as a weak
one, or a specially trained persyn might add
more value than an unskilled persyn. So Rashid
wants to use this to justify paying anyone who
was birthed as a U.$. citizen 10 to 25 times, or
more, the average global rate of pay? We have
no idea how Rashid justifies this disparity ex-
cept through crass Amerikan chauvinism.

This empty rhetoric is not Marxism. It is
ironic how today people will use this basic for-
mulation for surplus value from Marx to claim
people of such vastly different living conditions
are in the same class. No one else in the world
looks at the conditions in the United $tates and
Haiti and thinks, “these countries should really
unite to address their common plight.” It is only
pseudo-Marxists and anarchists who read a little
Marx who can come up with such crap.

Rashid later establishes commonality across
nations with the definition, "The proletariat sim-
ply is one who must sell her labor power to sur-
vive, which is as true for the Amerikan worker
as it is for one in Haiti." We prefer Marx's defi-
nition that the proletariat are those who have

I Under Lock & Key is free to all prisoners. MIM(Prisons) also runs a Books
for Prisoners Program through which we mail prisoners political theory and his-
| tory books and magazines in exchange for political work. Prisoners requesting
books need to tell us what work you want to do, or just send in the articles, art-
I work, poetry, report on a study group you formed, etc. For many prisoners, the
easiest way to start is by becoming a ULK Field Correspondent (see page 12).
I When requesting books it is best to ask for general topic areas and let us send

you whatever we have on hand.

I ourBooks for Prisoners Program relies on donations of books and money. If |

you have any contacts on the outside who can donate to our program, or who

can hook us up with dictionaries, Mao or Lenin, or other political books, please |

tell them to contact us at the address on page 1.

_—_—_—_—_—_—__J

nothing to lose but their chains. According to
Rashid, we should determine whether some-
one is exploited based on different measuring
sticks depending on what country they live in.
Apparently, in the United $tates you must have
a $20,000 car, a $200,000 home and hand-held
computers for every family member over 5 in
order "to survive." Whereas in other countries
electricity and clean water are optional. More
chauvinism.

Rashid continues discussing class defini-
tions,

"For instance, if there's no EA [Euro-
Amerikan] ('white') proletariat in the US,
then there's also no New Afrikan/Black one. If
a EA working in McDonalds isn't a proletar-
ian, then neither is one of color. If there's no
New Afrikan proletariat, then there's no New
Afrikan lumpen proletariat either ("lumpen"
literally means "broken"--if they were never
of the proletariat, they could not become a
‘broken' proletariat)."

Lumpen is usually translated as "rag." Even
in the United $tates we have a population of peo-
ple who live in rags, who have very little to lose.
However, we completely agree with Rashid's
logic here. And that is why MIM(Prisons) start-
ed using the term "First World lumpen" to dis-
tinguish from "lumpenproletariat." There is little
connection between the lumpen in this country
and a real proletariat, with the exceptions being
within migrant populations and some second
generation youth who form a bridge between
Third World proletariat, First World semi-pro-
letariat and First World lumpen classes. Rashid
continues,

"Yet the VLA [vulgar labor aristocracy]
proponents recognize New Afrikan prisoners
as 'lumpen' who are potentially revolutionary.
Which begs the question, why aren't they do-
ing work within the oppressed New Afrikan
communities where they're less apt to be cen-
sored, if indeed they compose a lumpen sec-
tor?"

This is directed at us, so we will answer:
historical experience and limited resources.
As our readers should know, we struggle to do
the things we do to support prisoner education
programs and organizing work. We do not have
the resources right now to do any serious or-
ganizing outside of prisons. And we made the
conscious decision of how we can best use our
resources in no small part due to historical expe-
rience of our movement. In other words we go
where there is interest in revolutionary politics.
The margins, the weakest links in the system,
that is where you focus your energy. Within
the lumpen class, the imprisoned lumpen have
a unique relationship to the system that results
in a strong contradiction with that system. The
imprisoned population could also be considered
100% lumpen, whereas less than 20% of the
New Afrikan nation is lumpen, the rest being
among various bourgeois classes, including the
labor aristocracy.

"And if the lumpen can be redeemed, why
not EA [Euro-Amerikan] workers?"

Again, look at history. Read J. Sakai's

Continued on next page...



CA Strike Suspended: CDCR Will Not Meet 5 Core Demands

by MIM(Prisons)
September 2013

On September 5, the Pelican Bay Short Cor-
ridor Collective released a statement announc-
ing they had ceased their hunger strike to end
torture in California prisons after two months.
This came about two weeks after San Quentin
prisoners had ceased their strike, announcing
they'd entered into negotiations with the warden
about conditions in the Administrative Segre-
gation Unit (Ad-Seg). And more than a month
after strikers in Martinez Ad-Seg stopped after
receiving concessions on how people are put in
Ad-Seg and the conditions they face there. We
do not yet have information on strikers at the
Corcoran SHU, Calipatria, or anywhere else
prisoners may still be striking. The California
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation
(CDCR) reported that before the Short Cor-
ridor Collective stopped, 100 people were still
on strike, 40 of whom had gone for two months
straight.(1)

According to the Collective's statement, they
have suspended their strike in response to a
pledge by state legislators Tom Ammiano, Loni
Hancock and Tom Hayden to hold a legislative
hearing into conditions in the Security Hous-
ing Units (SHU) and the debriefing process.
MIM(Prisons) is not optimistic of the outcome
of such hearings. Ammiano held a hearing in
August 2011 in response to the first of three
mass hunger strikes around this struggle, and
nothing changed, leading to the second hunger
strike that October. Back in 2003, our comrades
as part of the United Front to Abolish the SHU
attended a legislative hearing on the conditions
in the California SHU and the validation pro-
cess. Ten years later, little has changed. These
hearings keep happening, but they are little
more than pacifying talks by those in power.
The facts have been out there, the state has
known what is going on in these torture cells.
So what is the difference now? And how can we
actually change things?

CDCR Done Addressing Problems

Before we look at how we can change
things, let's further dispel any illusions that the
CDCR or the state of California is going to be
the source of this change. In the latest iteration
of the strike, an additional 40 demands were
drafted around smaller issues and widely cir-
culated to supplement the 5 core demands. On
26 August 2013, the CDCR released a point-
by-point response to the demands of those who
have been on hunger strike since July 8. The an-
nouncement by the CDCR cites a 5 June 2013
memo that allegedly addresses many of these
supplemental demands. Others are listed as be-
ing non-issues or non-negotiable.

As to the core demands, the CDCR once
again disingenuously stated that they do not
utilize "solitary confinement." Whatever they
want to call it, holding people in tiny rooms for
long periods of time (many have spent decades)
without humyn contact, without being able to go

outside, without any programs to engage in, is
torture. They then put forth their new Security
Threat Group (STG) program and Step Down
program as answers to the central demands
around long-term isolation and the debriefing
process. In ULK 30 we published an analysis of
these programs exposing them as only offering
more flexibility for the state to repress prison-
ers. In its short life, we have already begun to
receive reports of prisoners being returned to
SHU after participating in the Step Down pro-
gram, confirming predictions that it would be
the equivalent of a revolving door.

This CDCR announcement implies that we
should not have hopes for negotiations or ac-
tions towards real change from CDCR. The
Criminal Injustice System will not reform itself;
we must force this change.

The Struggle Against Torture Continues

At first glance, the fact that this struggle has
been waging for decades with little headway
(especially in California) can be discouraging.
However, our assessment of conditions in the
imperialist countries teaches us that right now
struggle against oppression must take the form
of long legal battles, despite claims by the cen-
sors that we promote lawlessness. Sporadic re-
bellions with lots of energy, but little planning
or longevity, do not usually create change and
the conditions for armed struggle do not exist
in the United $tates. We are therefore in strate-
gic unity with the leaders who have emerged to
sue the state, while unleashing wave after wave
of peaceful demonstrations of ever increasing
intensity. All of us involved have focused on
agitation to shape public opinion and promote
peace and unity among prisoners, and then us-
ing those successes to apply pressure to the rep-

...Rashid
Settlers and read about the Black Panther Party.
Today, look at the growing prison system and
the regular murder of New Afrikan and other
oppressed nation youth by the pigs. Look at
where the contradictions and oppression are.

...Continued from previous page

We can quote Marx, Engels and Lenin on the
labor aristocracy to boost our position as well.
But Rashid takes an ahistorical and dogmatic
reading of these authors. Engels was on the cut-
ting edge recognizing this question in the late
1800s. Lenin witnessed the rise of the labor ar-
istocracy in the early 1900s, and it was the Co-
mintern under Stalin's leadership that settled the
two-line struggle over this class during WWIIL.
(5) Meanwhile, MIM has already addressed the
fact that anyone who turns to Mao to determine
their class analysis of the United $tates, when
Mao never did his own class analysis of the
United $tates, doesn't really understand what
Mao taught us.(6)

The only really interesting thing about this
piece is that Rashid has further drawn a line be-
tween the MIM camp and the slew of anarchist
and crypto-Trotskyist organizations who are
still confused about where wealth comes from.

resentatives of the state. These are all examples
of legal forms of struggle that can be applied
within a revolutionary framework. Lawyers and
reformists who can apply constant pressure in
state-run forums play a helpful role. But make
no mistake, prisoners play the decisive role, as
the strikes are demonstrating.

Control units came to be and rose to promi-
nence in the same period that incarceration
boomed in this country. As a result, in the last
few decades the imprisoned lumpen have been
a rising force in the United $tates. Within the
class we call the First World lumpen, it is in
prisons where we see the most stark evidence of
this emerging and growing class, as well as the
most brutal responses from Amerikans and the
state to oppose that class.

In California prisons in the last three years
we've seen that with each successive hunger
strike, participation has more than doubled. Just
think what the next phase will look like when
the CDCR fails to end torture once again! And
as a product of this rising force in prisons, sup-
port on the outside has rallied bigger each time

Continued on page 13

They think people sitting at computers typing
keys are exploited, and Rashid accuses our line
of requiring "surplus value falling from the
sky!" We already told you where the high wages
in the imperialist countries came from, Rashid,
the Third World proletariat! That is why the
average Amerikan makes 25 times the average
humyn, and why all Amerikans are in the top
13% in income globally. As the revisionists like
to remind us, wealth disparity just keeps getting
greater and greater under capitalism. The labor
aristocracy today is like nothing that V.I. Lenin
ever could have witnessed. We must learn from
the methods of Marx and Lenin, not dogmati-
cally repeat their analysis from previous eras to
appease Amerikans. *

Notes:

1. Kevin "Rashid" Johnson. Answering A Revisionist
Line on the Labor Aristocracy, 25 August 2013.

2. A USW Comrade. Response to Turning the Tide's
Misrepresentation of MIM, Under Lock & Key
March/April 2013 No. 31, p.1.

3. Soso of MIM(Prisons). Identifying the U.$.
Lumpen Starts with Understanding the First World
Petty Bourgeoisie, Under Lock & Key March/April
2013 No.31,p.11.

4. America IS the 1%, Mail Online, 5 January 2012
5. see MIM Theory 10: Labor Aristocracy.

6. MIM. The difference between Mao Zedong and
Joma Sison.
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Laying the Groundworl for Revolutionary Organizing in Texas

...Debate

survive or thrive, etc. -- but also a flood of re-
sources dedicated to mental health research and
application which hadn’t been possible before
when society was organized based on the profit
motive.

...Continued from page 7

Around 1971, the Sidels wrote, “The meth-
ods currently being used to treat mental illness
are collective help, self-reliance, drug therapy,
acupuncture, ‘heart-to-heart talks,” follow-up
care, community ethos, productive labor, the
teachings of Mao Tse-tung, and ‘revolutionary
optimism.”” They go on to explain in detail what
each of these methods consists of.

Similar to how feudalism in pre-liberation
China led many wimmin to suicide, it is clear
that most mental illness is a direct result of our
capitalist and imperialist society. The most stark
example of this being the post-traumatic stress
disorder suffered by at least 20% of U.$. vet-
erans of the Iraq and Afghan wars.(2) Hearing
any account from a member of Iraq Veterans
Against the War, you can see that a large con-
tributing factor to the PTSD is the unjust nature
of these wars; killing for no reason. In People’s
War, the cause is just (self-defense) and the aim
isn’t to murder and intimidate, but to liberate the
most oppressed and create a better world for ev-
eryone. That is quite a contrast.

We know it is difficult to organize in Ad-Seg,
and we know it is especially difficult to organize
with people who are in the middle of full-blown
mental illness. But we still encourage our com-
rades to look for ways for prisoners to come to-
gether against their common enemy and to fight
on behalf of the common good of all prisoners
and oppressed people generally. A more pro-
gressive demand than number 4 above would be
an end to solitary confinement for all prisoners.
For more on our perspective on mental health,
see Under Lock & Key 15 or MIM Theory 9:
Psychology & Imperialism.

Notes:

1. Stuart Grassian, “Psychiatric Effects of Solitary
Confinement,” Journal of Law and Policy, Vol.
22:325 2006, p.325.

2. Veterans and PTSD website

MDF Representative responds: Maybe we
were not clear on the housing of mental health
prisoners here in Ad-Seg. Our point is that there
is an entire module for mental health prisoners
where they can get help for their issues with
trained staff. There is no mental health staff
stationed in Ad-Seg, and no groups or therapy
for prisoners. Bottom line is, mental health pris-
oners should not be housed in Ad-Seg on the
whims of classification unit. Yes these guys are
a headache to have in Ad-Seg, but more impor-
tantly they receive no help and deteriorate fur-
ther by being warehoused in Ad-Seg. We are not
trying to cause division in the prison population.

There are 53 inmates housed in Ad-Seg here.
13 prisoners did a 24 hour support strike while
5 of us continued for 6 to 12 days. We continue
to support all those still on strike. Our strike is
suspended, not stopped. If we do not continue to
move forward in our demands or we come to a
place in time when it is warranted, then we will

by a Texas prisoner
July 2013

We've had a recent death here due to use of
excessive force. We've been dealing with that,
getting outside sources to reach out to and fil-
ing complaints on the inside. I've had only one
response from outside: the Houston Police De-
partment’s internal affairs. They've told us that
our complaint has been sent to the state Inspec-
tor General's office. I was told yesterday that 20
or so men who filed complaints have been given
some sort of case for filing. I have to look into
that.

Our close comrades have been busy coor-
dinating weightlifting and basketball events.
These events allow us to increase our profile
and spread our message of unitary conduct. This
also encourages others to adopt the principles
which make us comrades. So, maintaining that
as a sustained front has been a priority. This is
how we are able to locate minds who are recep-
tive to USW literature and who are prepared to
come into greater degrees of organizing. We're
finishing up our basketball season this week. We
are signing up rosters for a soccer tournament
which will begin next week. And we are begin-
ning to coordinate our 3rd annual unit-wide col-
lective fellowship meal, which has always been
a powerful way of advocating for unity across
ethnic and racial boundaries.

continue our strike.

MIM(Prisons) responds: On July 19, MDF
prisoners suspended their strike in good faith
that their 5 supplemental demands will be met.

If conditions are better in the mental health
module, it would be an improvement for these
individuals to escape Ad-Seg and be placed
there. However, the “treatment” for people with
mental health problems in the United $tates
is, at best, a targeting of the symptoms, and at
worst leaves people either physically or medi-
cally restrained in a drug-induced stupor.

Mental illness in prisoners can often be
linked to the conditions in which they are
housed, especially long-term isolation. So we
are naturally skeptical of any treatment offered
by those same captors who insist on locking
people up in conditions that induce the health
problems in the first place. But we appreciate
the additional explanation that the MDF prison-
ers did not intend the demand for mental health
prisoners to be divisive but rather targeted treat-
ment for these individuals. We hope they will
consider carefully the wording of such demands
in the future.

In the short term, we know that capitalism
will continue to produce new cases of mental
illness which cannot be successfully treated un-
der our current society. We look to China under
Mao for an example of successful treatment of
mental health conditions by addressing both the
immediate problems and the systemic roots of
these conditions. *

So, in addition to writing to you and four
other outside groups united in our struggle, I
need to, today, brief 5 other comrades who want
to coordinate functions of their own under our
banner. I mentor a young development of 2 oth-
ers who are new to our collective. And I need to
get at least 10 others some recent commentary
to keep them in the loop. I absolutely need to
delegate more. But even that is a process in it-
self in this environment.

While all of this is going on, I've had to me-
diate a situation where a young comrade had a
conflict with a white guy. Because the white guy
was so much bigger and older, Black families
were upset. Because Blacks got involved and the
white guy used to be associated, white families
are upset. So, you try to keep the peace while
pride and ego come into play. The whole time
understanding the stakes involved, the potential
for escalation, and knowing that the Mexicans
are watching Triple C closely right now, judging
how I conduct myself in the affair.

I realize always that lives are on the line. I
do the work so that these men and their children
can gain more power to determine their eco-
nomic, political, and social condition. So much
of that work involves meeting cats where they
are at, and working to provide solutions to im-
mediate needs; doing that while communicating
one big picture, and while demonstrating meth-
ods of achieving evolved conditions of living.

MIM(Prisons) adds: This is a good example
of the day-to-day ground work that revolution-
aries engage in to build the movement against
imperialism. While exercise, in and of itself,
may appear unrelated to anti-imperialism, this
is something that can be turned into a solidarity
activity, especially in prison where even such
basic activities are greatly restricted. We have
reported on similar organizing in California
prisons. This comrade is part of an organization
that is in the United Front for Peace in Prisons
which is focused on building peace and unity
within the prison population. Whereever we can
break down divisions between groups and build
unity to fight our common oppressor we will
contribute to a stronger anti-imperialist move-
ment overall. *

Under Lock & Key not enough?

If one ULK every 2 months isn’t enough
political education for you, join a Maoist
study cell through MIM(Prisons)! The intro
study group is split into 2 levels and studies
articles written by MIM(Prisons); a pamphlet
on the basics of MIM(Prisons)’s political
line; and Mao Zedong’s “On Contradiction,”
which introduces us to the philosophy of dia-
lectical materialism (how we study history).

The whole study course costs $5. You
can trade work for study if you can’t pay.
Participants must be able to receive the
study materials via mail and respond to each
assignment on time. Write in today to sign up
for the next group starting October 2013.
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Movie Review: Girl Rising

by Ehecatl of United Struggle from Within
September 2013

"Once again we are presented with a cam-
paign to end third world poverty and oppres-
sion that is incapable of confronting the roots
of this oppression because it is bound up in
the cycle it pretends to critique."(1)

Those are the exact same sentiments/
thoughts that went through my head as [ watched
Girl Rising, the highly touted new documentary
film that is concerned with drawing attention to,
and putting a stop to the oppression of young
girls in the "developing world."

This special aired on the info-tainment CNN
television station, and predictably enough, CNN
and their Non-Governmental Organization
(NGO) partners show us what most anti-impe-
rialists are already aware of: that most wimmin
and girls in the Third World suffer at exponen-
tially higher rates than their First World coun-
terparts. Beyond that however, the film didn't
really make any poignant statements relative to
the emancipation of wimmin, neither did they
explain to us how these girls are supposed to
rise, despite the film's name. Instead, the film-
makers, the so-called NGOs, and the corporate
sponsors they are both in bed with, used the
children depicted in the film as a way to launch
yet another offensive at the supposedly back-
wards culture of the oppressed. The take away?
"Just look at how miserable these girls in the
Third World are, look at how they suffer." The
reason? Backwards, internal development, lack
of First World ingenuity and innovation, and
the reactionary culture of the global south. And
the answer? Immediate imperialist intervention
whether by bullion or by bullet.

Girl Rising is a movie centered around the
life experiences of five Third World girls whose
stories are told to us in order to garner much-
needed attention to the endemic problem of
gross patriarchal oppression in the periphery.
Yet the patriarchy is never even referred to.
Furthermore, the film leaves one with a rather
pessimistic outlook for girls in the impoverished
zones absent a western-style bourgeois democ-
racy. And indeed, it would seem then that this
documentary was designed just to induce such
feelings. Conveniently enough this film fails
to mention just how the oppressor of wimmin

Nlo Longer Human

by a Texas prisoner
August 2013

In 2001 at the Lynaugh unit in Fort Stock-
ton while at medical out in the cage 'outside
waiting' a man came out of medical and turned
around and hit the door, then fell out. The guard
kicked the man and told him to go to his cell.
Then the guard kicked him once more and told
him once more to go to his cell. The man was
dead! He had gone to medical to complain about
chest pain. The doctor and nurse checked him
out and told him that nothing was wrong. This
is due to the lack of real medical attention given
in prison. *

and girls in these countries is not mere happen-
stance, but systematic and directly linked to the
uneven development of Asia, Africa and Latin
America. Nor does it mention that the system-
atic oppression of young children in these so-
cieties (as the ones featured in Girl Rising) are
a permanent fixture and of complete necessity
for the ongoing parasitic privilege of beneficiary
populations such as the United $tates. The per-
petuation of capitalism in these countries, and
the finance capital that is sent there and dressed
in the veneer of "aid," is part and parcel of keep-
ing these nations from developing self-sufficient
economies independent of the global status quo.

Almost every other commercial during this
two hour presentation is from some imperialist
multi-national bragging about what they do for
Third World wimmin and girls, when in reality
all they are doing is commodifying these girls'
oppression. Capital One, BNY Wealth Manage-
ment and Intel all had their greedy hands in the
cookie jar. Here's a perfect example: During an
Intel commercial that aired during the movie, a
narrative states: "A girl is not defined by what
society sees, but how she sees herself." Now,
besides the obvious commercialization of its
product, Intel is just flat out wrong because,
while that sweet philosophical statement holds
some truth here in the United $tates where wim-
min have "rights" (privileges) and know how to
have them enforced, it is a completely different
story in the Third World where the gender roles
are not the same and are directly dependent on
capital.

Amerika maintains the the image that they
are the gold standard when it comes to gender
relations, just as they maintain the gold standard
when it comes to how they treat their workers.
Point in fact, the very first commercial during
the film is brought to us by a feminine hygiene
product maker depicting their version of how
they see girls rising in the periphery. They show
us how they make an African girl's dream come
true by giving her the chance to direct a com-
mercial for the day. Surely this dream is not
reflective of the billions of Third World girls
currently toiling under the weight of comprador
regimes, death squads, sexual slavery, feudal-
istic landlords, and assembly line sweatshops.
No, from the looks of this girl it is the dream
of a privileged sector child whose parents might
very well be a part of the technocratic petty-
bourgeois intelligentsia of this much hyped "de-
veloping world." A far cry from the realities of
the lives depicted in the film.

From little Wadley in disease ridden and un-
derdeveloped Haiti, who's dream is to be able
to attend school with her mates, but who is un-
fortunately unable to because her mother just
doesn't have the money. Or Zuma in Nepal who
was sold into slavery as a child, was liberated
from her abusive masters by a teacher and now
as a young adult organizes other girls to liber-
ate those still held in captivity. Yazmin in Egypt
who is no more than nine but is raped by some
scumbag and then refused help from the police
because the chance of prosecution is little to
none. Azmera in Eritrea who narrowly escapes
a life in bondage, and Senna in Peru whose life

seems doomed to mining for scraps of gold. All
these lives and their portrayal in Girl Rising are
but glimpses into the real yoke of imperialist op-
pression.

We are constantly told that the mode of pro-
duction called capitalism is the best humynity
has to offer, and that a capitalist economy has
already been proven superior to socialism. Yet
whenever the mode of production has been
revolutionized and a socialist economy has been
put into effect the people of those societies have
seen a tremendous growth in the overall well be-
ing of their populations. This is most notably true
for wimmin who've been immediately pulled
out of their traditional roles as housewives and
mothers and thrown directly into the production
process, in which they help their nation create
not only sustainability but wealth (in particular
see socialist China and the USSR). The condi-
tions created by wimmin's participation in the
production process likewise creates the condi-
tion for participation in the political process
where they assume power utilizing revolution-
ary politics to push people out of the middle and
dark ages and into the New Democratic period
in which the people truly hold power.

Certainly wherever socialism has triumphed
it has been only as a direct result of wimmin's
role and participation as guerrilla warriors, bat-
talion captains and proletarian-feminist leaders
in liberating her nation from not only the impe-
rialists but the patriarchy; as only by defeating
the one can she defeat the other.

The liberation of wimmin is not accom-
plished via equal pay for equal work nor by the
granting of "abortion on demand" as these are
really only privileges given to the gender aris-
tocracy for their allegiance to empire. Instead of
advocating for more privileges that are contin-
gent on the backs of their Third World "sisters,"
the NGOs and the First World pseudo-feminists
at the helm of such propaganda like Girl Ris-
ing and the "Because I am a Girl" campaign(1)
should all aim their guns at the imperialist rape
and plunder of the periphery that makes it possi-
ble for the First World pseudo-feminists to have
"abortion on demand" and equal pay for equal
work! Real feminist leadership can only come
from the proletarian perspective and not from
First World wimmin who are really just globally
gendered males who have a real material inter-
est in holding up the global system of oppres-
sion and exploitation.(2)

"If this campaign actually wants to change
‘the plight’ of girls then it should endorse
wimmin's militias and factory takeovers on
the part of women and girls. Such a revolu-
tionary agenda, though, would put it at odds
with its corporate sponsors and so, like every
NGO, it will remain caught within an imperi-
alist framework."(1)

Liberation of the neo-colonies from the pa-
triarchal grips of the imperialists will set wim-
min free in the global countryside; not charity
from the imperialist centers. *

Note: 1. "Down with the NGO-ization of feminism,"
J Paul-Moufawad

2. see MIM Theory 2/3: Gender and Revolutionary
Feminism



Under Lock & Key is the main organizing tool of United Struggle
from Within (USW). This page details some of the active campaigns
that USW is involved in. Those who want to push the revolutionary
struggle forward from behind bars should get involved in USW by
working on these campaigns, or initiating their own.

SPREAD UNDER LOCK & KEY

The most basic task someone can do for USW is get people to subscribe
to Under Lock & Key. If you know someone who likes this newsletter, have
them write to get their own subscription. People are moved all the time and
it's better to get in contact when our address is available than to lose your
one contact who got it. It is also helpful if you ask other prison publications
to run free ads or plugs for Under Lock & Key and MIM(Prisons)’s Free
Political Books for Prisoners Program.

Spread Unlock the Box DVD - Let your contacts on the outside know
about this important 2 hour documentary on long-term isolation cells and
the struggle to abolish them. Send them to the website:
www.abolishcontrolunits.org/movie

FUNDING NEEDED TO EXPAND ULK

All donations we receive which aren’t for a specific purpose (i.e. study group,
books, etc.) will be put toward adding 4 pages of content to ULK! We need
about $250 per issue to make this happen, and we're about halfway there
for the next issue. You can send in your donation of stamps any time, or
notify us in advance if you want to send a check.

If you want to send in regular donations, sign up to be a ULK Sustainer. We'll
send you reminders when your pledge is due, and give you first priority for
literature requests. Each copy of ULK costs about $1 to print and mail. To
cover the cost of your issue and one more, that's $2 per issue or $12 per
year. You can pay at each issue, or all up front. Just tell us how much you
want to pledge and we’'ll send you more info. ULK Sustainer donations go
toward adding more content to ULK.

IMPORTANT: We can no longer accept checks or money orders made
out to “MIM Distributors.” Becoming a ULK Sustainer is the best option for
those who can only donate by check or money order. When it is time to
send in your pledge by check, we will send you instructions on how to do
that.

NEVADA PETITION FOR ADEQUATE FOOD

Nevada comrades launched this campaign to address the inadequate, con-
taminated, and sometimes non-existent food being served to prisoners in
Nevada. Write in to get a copy of this petition (for NV comrades only). See
opposite page for an update on this campaign!

WE DEMAND OUR GRIEVANCES ARE ADDRESSED

If you are experiencing any problems with your grievance process, such as
delays or unanswered grievances, you should join this campaign. Petitions
are available for Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Montana, Ne-
vada, North Carolina, Oregon, Oklahoma, and Texas. Write in to get the
petition for your state. If your prison’s policies allow, donate stamps or enve-
lopes to your comrades inside to mail out the petition. If you can’t make your
own copies, then tell us why and we can send you extras. Remember, you
need to send them out to the administrators and politicians listed yourself.
MIM(Prisons) doesn’t have the resources to mail out your petitions for you.

Spread This Campaign - If your state is not currently covered by the griev-
ance campaign, but you are experiencing a similar problem, volunteer to
rewrite the petition to work for your state.

EXPAND STUDY GROUPS

Form a study group in your prison. To start, you can just discuss this issue
of Under Lock & Key. Choose what to study next based on what concepts
stump you in this issue. Send us periodic reports on what you have been
studying, and we will send you plenty of literature to delve into. We can also
help get the reading materials through the mail to your comrades if needed.
As you study, you can compile study questions to create a study pack for
future groups who want to study the same material. MIM(Prisons) runs Mao-
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ist study groups, but an in-persyn group may be better for those whose mail
from us is being censored, or to reach people who wouldn’t join our group.

FIGHT CENSORSHIP

Comrades in lllinois and North Carolina have stepped up to help fight the
ban on MIM literature that is ongoing at several facilities in these states.
Subscribers should be sure to tell us what mail you're getting, and not, from
us! See page 4 for our annual censorship report.

Everyone should send MIM(Prisons) copies of your censorship documents
for denied issues of Under Lock & Key and other mail from MIM Distribu-
tors. Also, always file grievances and appeals for your censored mail.

BECOME A ULK FIELD CORRESPONDENT

If you've written us a letter, then you have all the skills you need to become
a ULK Field Correspondent. When reporting on conditions, details are
good, but keep it short. Not only does someone have to type your article,
but remember that it is not your one report that's gonna make a difference;
it is the accumulation of reporting from across the country and the connec-
tions we make between those struggles. So leave room for others to tell
their stories, which strengthens your own.

For the print version of ULK, we look for news and articles with theoretical
and anti-imperialist content. We also want to feature articles that show how
people have organized against these conditions, and not just document
them. MIM(Prisons) offers resources and opportunities to help you develop
as a writer, including a Writing Guide and, for those who complete some of
our study courses and become regular contributors to ULK, a ULK Writing
Group. So get started today.

UPDATE CONTROL UNITS STATISTICS

Control units are used as a tool of political repression to alien-
ate and torture anyone who works for change from within prisons.
Control units can be generally described as: Permanently designated pris-
ons, or cells in prisons, that lock prisoners in solitary confinement for 22 or
more hours a day with no congregate dining, exercise or other services,
and virtually no programs for prisoners. Prisoners are placed in control
units for extended periods of time.

Research - We have the most complete data on control units available at
www.abolishcontrolunits.org. Much of this data came directly from prison-
ers themselves. Help keep it updated by writing to MIM(Prisons) at the
address on page 1 to get a survey for your state.

SURVEY ON VALIDATION & CENSORSHIP IN CALIFORNIA
This survey questionnaire is for the purpose of making a qualitative assess-
ment of the CDCR’s mail policies and practices in relation to prisoners and
our families’ First Amendment constitutional right to send and receive mail
and our 14th Amendment constitutional right to be provided with adequate
notice of the reasons for our mail being stopped or disallowed. The data
gathered from this survey will be utilized as material evidence in an ongo-
ing case aimed at obtaining a permanent injunction in court. The injunction
would enjoin CDCR's Prison Intelligence Unit (PIU) and Institutional Gang
Investigators (IGl) from arbitrarily accusing prisoners, our families and law
abiding citizens of the free community of promoting gang activity via the
mail that prisoners are sending to and receiving from our families and mem-
bers of the free community. A permanent injunction will only be granted
upon a showing of irreparable harm and when the constitutional violation is
proven to be of a systemic nature. California prisoners, write to:

Legal Services for Prisoners With Children
clo Attorney Carol Strickman
Re: First Amendment Campaign

1540 Market St., Suite 490

San Francisco, CA 94102
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Food Deprivation Battle in Nevada Draws Broad
Support from Prisoners and Retaliation from Staff

by a Nevada prisoner
August 2013

Regarding the dietary petition you sent to
my friend, we had those 10 filled out immedi-
ately, well 9. I sent one to the law library to get
10 copies made. From these 10, I had 9 more
signed within a day. I tried to send it to the law
library to have copies made again. I was in-
formed that I would not receive copies because
the law library would not copy blank forms. The
form was returned ripped, with my cell # written
on it in permanent marker. Of course this was a
lie. Ely State Prison does copy blank forms, they
just don't want me copying the petition and/or
distributing it.

However 1 erased my name etc. from the
form, sent it out to a comrade of mine in San
Diego, and I asked for 30 copies so I could dis-
tribute them. This comrade sent me 100 copies.
I did receive these copies, and have been pass-
ing them around, and have received many more
signed copies. I and another are also attempting
to send copies to individuals in other institu-
tions. However, my mail is now being read and
I have been informed that if I continue to dis-
tribute and push the petition I will be written up
and my transfer request denied.

I have been housed at Ely State Prison (ESP)
since 2002. ESP is a supermax where we are
locked down 24 hours a day. I have spent 8

...suspended
as well. As we said, this outside support is im-
portant, but secondary to the rising imprisoned
lumpen.

...Continued from page 9

Over 30,000 prisoners, one-fifth of the popu-
lation in California, participated in this latest
demonstration against torture. Many who didn't
strike the whole time wrote to us that they, and
those with them, were on stand-by to start up
again. These grouplets standing by should be
the basis for developing cadre. The 30,000 plus
prisoners should be the mass base, and should
expand with further struggle and education.

If you're reading this and still wondering,
"what is it that MIM(Prisons) thinks we should
do exactly?" -- it's the same things we've been
promoting for years. Focus on educating and
organizing, while taking on winnable battles
against the injustice system. Fighting to shut
down the control units is important, but it is
only one battle in a much larger struggle that
requires a strong and organized anti-imperialist
movement. We run our own study programs and
support prisoner-run study groups on the inside.
We provide Under Lock & Key as a forum for
agitating and organizing among the imprisoned
lumpen country-wide. We have study materi-
als on building cadre organizations, concepts
of line, strategy and tactics and the basics of
historical and dialectical materialism. Each of
these topics are key for leaders to understand.

Organizing means working and studying

years trying to get a transfer. I was finally ap-
proved last month, and this threat to keep me
here is their way of trying to force me to stop
passing around the petition. I am not going
to stop with my effort to have these petitions
signed. If it costs me my transfer so be it, I've
been here almost 11 years, I can handle more!

MIM(Prisons) adds: This is just one more ex-
ample of how Amerika uses long-term isolation
as a form of social control against those trying
to organize for better conditions, even small re-
forms around basic needs. This comrade's de-
termination to continue the fight against food
deprivation, even with the threat of ongoing
long-term solitary confinement, is an example
for prisoners everywhere. This campaign has
gained support among prisoners in Nevada be-
cause it is a clear problem for all prisoners, and
one that we can reasonably expect to win. We
do need to be clear when spreading campaigns
such as this one that this is just a small battle
that must be part of a broader effort to educate
and organize prisoners against the criminal in-
justice system. Only an anti-imperialist move-
ment with the long-term goal of a system where
no group of people oppresses another group has
a chance of putting an end to the criminal injus-
tice of imperialism. The oppressed, united un-
der this goal, must build a new state that applies
proletarian justice, making depriving people of
basic food and medical care a crime that is pun-
ished and eliminated. *

every day. In addition to the topics above, you
can study more practical skills that can be used
to serve the people such as legal skills, healthy
living skills and how to better communicate
through writing and the spoken word. Prisoners
are surrounded by potential comrades who can't
even read! We need Serve the People literacy
programs. Combining these practical trainings
with the political study and trainings promoted
above will allow leaders to attract new people
with things they can relate to, while provid-
ing guidance that illuminates the reality of our
greater society.

Principled organizing builds trust and dedi-
cation, which are two thing that comrades of-
ten report being in short supply in U.$. prisons.
Principled organizing is how we can overcome
these shortcomings. It is not an easy, nor a quick
solution. The opponent we face is strong, so
only by studying it closely and battling strategi-
cally will we be able to overcome it.

Whatever other tactics comrades on the
inside decide to take to continue this struggle
against torture, the need for building, organiz-
ing, and educating is constant and at the strate-
gic level. Without that the movement does not
strengthen or advance. If you're taking up this
work, we want to hear from you and we want to
support you in your efforts. %

Note: Bob Egelko. California prison inmates end
hunger strike, SF Gate, 5 September 2013.

New York Prisoners Support
California Struggle

by a New York prisoner
July 2013

16 July 2013 - I would like the brothers in
the struggle to be aware that their movement
is being felt all the way on the east coast. As
you are aware I was last at Auburn Korrectional
Facility. I was put in the box and given a 180
day sentence for rallying 22 other komrades on
this end to go on a food strike in support of our
brothers out west. It got so bad that 8 of us were
held in the kamp’s hospital and a court order
was given to force feed us. I just got out of the
hospital yesterday and I have restarted my strike
along with the other 7 brothers I spoke of.

The pigs have violated our property, and de-
stroyed our books, including my Afrikana, As-
sata and my Black's laws dictionary. To make
things even worse they destroyed my pictures,
including a lot of my parents who are both in
the essence now. I don't have any family outside
these walls, so my komrads (and a deep seeded
hatred of how these pink pigs treat us) are all |
have.

I wanted you to print this in your next issue
because I know how them brothers are strug-
gling and they may think that they are in it by
themselves. But I want them to know that they
have some real militant brothers who have lost
a lot now to join them in their struggle. There
are only 7 others with me out of the 22 of us
who put this thing into effect over here. The rest
of my komrades have been scattered in other
koncentration kamps. What I do know is that
we are on watch and soon will be whisked away
where these pigs will fill us up intravenously so
they can say they care. But we will continue our
movement on y'all behalf until we hear or read
that y'all have received the basic necessities in
which you are fighting for.

MIM(Prisons) adds: While they are no doubt
facing significant repression and conditions that
merit struggle in New York, these comrades
have stepped up to fight on behalf of the hunger
striking prisoners in California. This prisoner
and his comrades demonstrate the important
principals of unity and self-sacrifice that are so
critical to building the communist movement.
While we frequently appeal to prisoners’ self-
interest in calling them to action, when this self-
interest in aligned with the interests of the anti-
imperialist movement, ultimately communists
will act without regard for self-interest, in the
service of the oppressed. *

...Continuado de la pdg. 16

1. Democracy Now! I May 2013

2. Ver la seccion de sobre la aristocracia obrera en
nuestra pdgina de materiales bdsicos.

3. Ver la pdagina de archivos de MIM sobre represion
en la frontera de EE.UU./México

' Get the MIM Spanish Pack
! (old MIM literature en espariol)

.Mayo 1

Ask for it when you write us!
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Force-Feeding Approved
for CA Hunger Strikers

by MIM(Prisons)
August 2013

19 August 2013 - Today, a federal court ap-
proved the force-feeding of people who are on
hunger strike in California prisons to protest tor-
ture in the form of long-term isolation and group
punishment. The force-feeding itself is con-
sidered torture by many, including those who
have been on hunger strike in Guantanamo Bay
since February and have been suffering through
force-feeding for months.

The decision in California came shortly after
we posted a report from a comrade who was de-
nied liquid supplements and collapsed on July
21 in Corcoran State Prison. Many others have
collapsed since then, and the state's behavior
has made it clear that the health of prisoners has
not been a concern of theirs. They apply very
strict rules to how they count people as being
on "hunger strike," knowing that strikers depend
on the state to report their numbers to the public,
forcing them to abide by these rules that don't
allow for any electrolytes.

The state has consistently used health care as
a weapon to manipulate prisoners into submis-
sion, rather than act as the custodians of health
and safety that they claim to be. Now that strik-
ers are approaching life-threatening conditions,
the CDCR is acting to prevent them from exer-
cising one of the strongest forms of protest that
they have from within these isolation cells. The
attention given to the situation inside Califor-
nia prisons right now is already unprecedented
and they fear that if more prisoners die they may
lose their power to torture prisoners in the fu-
ture. The torture is important to them because it
is what they believe to be their best tool to pre-
vent the oppressed from fighting their oppres-
sion (the injustice system's true purpose). The
ongoing hunger strike, decades in the making,
has begun to turn the tables on that idea though.

In the months leading up to July 8, there
was some debate about the return to the hunger
strike tactic, particularly as previous attempts
were aborted prematurely without any changes
from the state. But those first two strikes reso-
nated among the oppressed across the country,
and particularly in California where 30,000
prisoners stood up against long-term isolation
on July 8,2013. To date, control units have been
a fairly effective tool of repression. But if op-
pression breeds resistance, then even these tools
of total control can be overcome. At no other
point have we been closer to that goal than we
are right now. Those who have and will give
their lives for this struggle must not die in vain.
Those 30,000 plus prisoners who supported this
campaign must take every opportunity over the
coming months to build, educate and organize
to prepare for the next phase of this struggle. A
failure to seize this moment in the prison move-
ment will mean much more suffering for the
imprisoned lumpen in the decades to come. *

Note: Don Thompson, Associated Press, 19 August
2013.

...Continued from page 3

...3low Process
from activists behind bars who are frustrated
with the lack of interest and support from their
fellow prisoners. There are several important
things to keep in mind when thinking about why
we can't quickly and easily unite all (or most)
prisoners behind the anti-imperialist cause.
First, prisoners come from the same wealthy
society that, on the streets, keeps the vast major-
ity of Amerikans supporting imperialism. While
the class status of lumpen prisoners makes them
more likely to take up anti-imperialism, they
are not immune to the wealth and culture of
Amerika.

Second, even where class and nation inter-
ests might put someone on the side of the anti-
imperialist movement, we have some serious
educational work to do to counter all the reac-
tionary education they got for most of their life.
While some will instinctively join the revolu-
tion, drawing correct conclusions from their
own life and education, others will need patient
education and observation of our practice. This
is true in all revolutionary movements, and it is
the job of our leaders, people who already see
the importance of the anti-imperialist struggle,
to approach people where they are at, and pa-
tiently provide them information and examples
as we work to win them over. If we look at so-
cialism in China in the 1960s, we see that even
after seizing state power and all of their great
achievements, they still had to wage a vigorous
Cultural Revolution to combat bourgeois ideas
all the way up to the Party's central committee.
So we should not be surprised, nor get frustrat-
ed, by the resistance we face in the United $tates
today.

It is victories like those described above,
grievance battles won, combined with educa-
tion to give people the broader context for our
struggle, that will help us to win supporters and
turn them into new activists. Always keep in
mind that you were not born an anti-imperialist.
Someone had to provide you with education, in-
formation and/or examples. Now it is your turn
to do the same for others. *

..Heat

MIM(Prisons) adds: This is a good example
of the oppressed taking advantage of contradic-
tions among the oppressors. It is rare that we
can unite with part of the criminal injustice
system against another part, but in the case of
this lawsuit, if we can play some prisoncrats off
against others, we can work this to the favor of
the oppressed. Even better, and rarer, is when
oppressors see the injustice and side with the
oppressed, actively biting the hand that feeds
them.

...Continued from page 1

These preventable deaths from heat are a sad
but clear example of the waste of humyn life
under imperialism. A system that values profit
over people, imperialism will never fix the prob-
lems with the criminal injustice system. But we
can win some small reforms, and prevent some
deaths, while exposing the system and building
a movement that can take it down and put a sys-
tem of people's justice in its place. *

[Write in for citations.]

We’ll Never Rnow
by Logic & Last Resort
feat. Maverick Sabre, Akala, & Big Frizzle
from the album “True Talk” (2012)
[Logic]Let me start with the basic structures of a \Western country
Imperialism, it's all about the money
While we moan and complain when it's not sunny
Little kids hustle foods, tryna fill their tummy’s
And, every kid's seen a gun, when you go to places like Iraq and
Afghanistan
While kids over here think that shooting’s fun
Kids over there shoot to protect their mums
And, over here, we can't claim real hardship
Trust me, we don't really know what hard is
Ahard life, where your family is starving
Ahard life, where your family is killed by the army
Alife where you're seen as a target
Alife that you wish never started
But, they got big hearts, big smiles and energy to make a change
| make music for them to play
[Hook: Big Frizzle]
| said we'll never know
Because the places we've grown
Ain't nothing like what they know
Cause we'll never know
[Maverick Sabre]
Whoa little lad, | know you're feeling sad
Trust me there'll be better days you never had
The pain you face will never last
Try and say we ain't the same, walkin' to different paths
Why must | hate? Turn on the TV and just sit and laugh
But, that child'll never smile, he’s lost his dad
Seein’ foreign flags fly above his mother land
He’s hearin’ gunshots like shots from your block
When he bleeds, do we not bleed the same blood?
There’s no lovin’ growin’ up as cold thugs
Imagine growin’ up where every sip of water makes you throw up
Where soldiers patrol every road, throwin’ stones
To protect your home, all alone, when there’s no-one else
So they say we ain't relatives, cause the difference in our melanin
As hell as being relevant, fuck it all, to hell with it
This evil has been spreading it
And, even if my death comes quick
I'l be fighting ‘il the end of it
[Sample] We live in a period where our world has both the
resources,
The technology and the know-how to end world poverty.
But, unfortunately we also live in a point in time
When at no other point in history has there been so much
suffering
[Repeat Hook: Big Frizzle]
[Akala] Okay, let me make clear my position
| know your estate feels like shit to live in
And, watching mummy graft to stop bailiffs from ringing
Is enough to make you wanna hit the block and start slingin’
I've been there, no gas, no electric to the kitchen
Fridge cuts off, defrosts and starts stinkin’
Whether Gorbals in Glasgow, Mumbai or Brixton
May not be the same shit but it is the same system
But, this is Britain. As hard as some of us have it
We're still far better off than ninety-percent of the planet
And, that is what you learn, when you get to start travelling
Unravelling the bullshit that they are babbling
So, this is for the nameless, faceless
Millions that die everyday, but don’t even get a funeral
And, we tell ourselves because where they were born
They are less worth, less intelligent or beautiful
Well, | don't agree, they are you and me
And we are them, but we're too blind to see
While some have everything, they ain't got shit
And, we tell ourselves, well that’s just how it is
There ain't enough to go around, on this abundant planet
Of course there is, it's just that some of us are ganits
And, the habits we developed
That are so far divorced from the source
We don't even stop to pause, at the destruction everyday
Of counts of this human family, it's just normal insanity
[Repeat Hook 2x: Big Frizzle]
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€l Tema del que Nadie Esta Hablando en el Didlogo del Primero de Mayo

por Wiawimawo de MIM(Prisons)
traducido por un@ prisioner@ en Washington
Mayo 2013

1 de Mayo, 2013 -- El llamado movimiento
obrero en los paises imperialistas ha tenido un
respaldo social e influencia muy limitados desde
hace mucho tiempo debido a las condiciones in-
creiblemente privilegiadas en las que la mayoria
de los primermundistas viven. Asi, en un intento
de parecer relevantes, y tal vez para ocultar su
nacionalismo blanco, éstos proclaman su “soli-
daridad” con las luchas de los trabajadores alre-
dedor del mundo. En el peor de los casos, esta
“solidaridad” se utiliza de forma activa para di-
rigir erréneamente la lucha del proletariado ha-
cia el economismo y el seguimiento del modelo
de desarrollo del primer mundo. Pero incluso
cuando esa “solidaridad” se queda en palabras,
se utiliza para defender el privilegio de las po-
blaciones explotadoras del primer mundo. En

Labour and Human Rights (Instituto para el
Trabajo Global y los Derechos Humanos) fue
entrevistado en un segmento sobre la reciente
tragedia en Bangladesh y la lucha obrera en
general. Kernaghan nos informé que 421 perso-
nas han sido confirmadas muertas y otras 1,000
estdn aun desaparecidas, queriendo decir que
probablemente han muerto bajo los escombras
de la fébrica que se derrumbd. Explicé que los
trabajadores no sélo fueron amenazados con no
pagarles el mes, lo que significaria pasar ham-
bre, sino que también se enfrentaban a la amen-
aza inmediata de matones con garrotes. Como
nos ensefid la reciente explosion de fertilizantes
en Texas, la bisqueda de los beneficios en el
capitalismo pone en riesgo la vida de todos.
Atn asi, hay una diferencia cuantitativa entre
ser forzado a base de golpes a volver a una situ-
acion peligrosa, y el no ser consciente de que
esa situacion peligrosa existe. El riesgo relativo
al que se enfrentan los trabajadores en el tercer

este Primero de Mayo, la entrevista principal = mundo es mas alto.
del programa Democracy Now! (jDemocracia
Ahora!) resumi6 esta tendencia.(1) Como MIM y otros han mostrado en numer-
osas ocasiones, hay una diferencia cualitativa

Charlie Kernaghan del Institute for Global entre el salario que ganan los primermundistas

El MIM(Prisiones)
El Ministro Maoista Internacional de Prisiones, MIM(Prisiones), es una célula de revolucionarios que sirve
las masas opresas adentro de las prisiones de los EEUU.. Mantenemos la ideologia comunista revolucionaria
del Marxismo-Leninismo-Maoismo y trabajamos del punto del proletariado del tercer mundo.

El imperialismo es el enemigo niimero uno de la mayoria de gente del mundo, no podemos obtener nuestra
meta de terminar toda opresion sin derribar el imperialismo. La historia nos ha mostrado que el imperialista
hard guerra antes de permitir un fin a la opresion.

Como revolucionarios internacionalistas, nos apoyamos la auto-determinacion de todas naciones y gente.
Hoy, el sistema de prisiones de los EEUU es un parte mayor del estado imperialista siendo usado para prevenir
la auto-determinacion de las naciones opresas. Es por esta razén que vemos a prisioneros en este pais como
manteniendo la delantera de cualquier movimiento anti-imperialista y revolucionario. Mientras que nuestra
organizacion se enfoca en apoyo al prisionero, creemos que hay una necesidad grave de trabajo para el Maoista
en organizar y educar en muchas dreas en los Estados Unidos. Tenemos la esperanza que alguna gente se inspire
por nuestro ejemplo alrededor de prisiones y que lo aplique a su propio trabajo para crear mds células maoista
y amplie el movimiento Maoista detrds de las lineas del enemigo.

MIM(Prisiones) se distingue de otros grupos en los siguientes seis puntos. Consideramos que las otras
organizaciones que activamente mantienen estos puntos ser fraternal.

1. El comunismo es nuestra meta. El comunismo es una sociedad en donde ningtin grupo tiene poder sobre
cualquier otro grupo.

2. Una dictadura del proletariado es necesario. En una dictadura del proletariado la mayoria explotada
anterior dicta a la minoria (el que promovié la explotacién) como la sociedad se debe conducir. En el caso de
naciones imperialistas, una dictadura junta del proletariado de naciones opresas (JDPON) debe hacer este papel
en donde no hay proletariado interno o una base significante de masas que favorece comunismo.

3. Promovemos una frente unida contra todos los que se oponen al imperialismo. El camino al JDPON sobre
las naciones imperialista incluye unir todos aquellos que se puedan unir contra el imperialismo. No podemos
pelear el imperialismo y pelear otras que estdn ocupadas en conflictos de vida o muerte con el imperialismo
a la misma vez. Aun las clases de una nacién imperialista pueden ser aliados en el frente unido bajo ciertas
condiciones.

4. Una clase parasitica domina los paises del primer mundo. Como Marx, Engels, y Lenin formularon y la
idea de MIM ha reiterado a través de andlisis materialista, el imperialismo extrae siper-ganancias del Tercer
Mundo y en parte usa esta riqueza para comprar populaciones enteras de supuestos trabajadores. Estos supues-
tos trabajadores comprados por el imperialismo forman una nueva burguesia pequefia - llamada la aristocracia
de labor, ellos no son un vehiculo para el Maoismo. Aquellos que trabajan en los intereses econémicos de la
aristocracia de labor del primer mundo forman la base de masas para apretar el agarre de la muerte del tercer
mundo por el imperialismo

5. Nuevas burguesias se formaran bajo el socialismo. Mao gui6 la marcha para exponer la burguesia que
se desarroll6 adentro del partido comunista en la Unién Soviética y la campafia para bombardear los cuarteles
generales en su propio pais de China. Esas experiencias demostraron la necesidad de revolucién continua bajo
la dictadura del proletariado. La lucha de clases no se termina hasta que el estado haya sido anulado y el comu-
nismo se haya alcanzado.

6. La Gran Revolucién Cultural de Proletariado en China fue el avance mds lejano hacia al comunismo en
la historia. Mantenemos la Unién Soviética hasta la muerte de Stalin en 1953, seguido por la Republica de la
gente de China a través de 1976 como los ejemplos mejores del socialismo moderno en la practica. El arresto
de la “Pandilla de Cuatro” en China y la subida de Khrushchev en la Unién Soviética marcaron la restauracion
del capitalismo en esos paises. Otros experimentos en el desarrollo del socialismo en el siglo 20 fallaron de
sobrepasar el modelo Soviético (es decir: Albania) o peor, se quedé adentro del modelo capitalista de produc-
cion, generalmente por la falla de romper con la teoria de fuerzas productivas.

y los proletarios explotados; el salario de los
primeros estd por encima del valor que generan,
lo que los convierte en explotadores de los se-
gundos.(2) La conversacion acerca de la trage-
dia en Bangladesh degeneré en nacionalismo
blanco cuando la entrevistadora Amy Goodman
comenzd a preguntarse sobre lo que deberfamos
hacer. Después de defender la proteccion de los
salarios Amerikanos, el invitado comenzé a pe-
dir aranceles comerciales para las mercancias
provenientes de paises como Bangladesh hasta
que puedan cumplir con ciertos estdndares labo-
rales similares a los de los Estados Unidos. Tal
oposicién al libre comercio organiza a los ex-
plotadores a costa de los explotados.

El tema tabu se hizo mds dificil de ignorar
cuando el invitado comenzd a hablar de tra-
bajadores ganando 21 centavos a la vez que
hablaba de la inmiseracién de los trabajadores

Continiia en la pdgina siguiente...
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Reader Survey
I Complete this reader survey and receive a free
back issue of Under Lock & Key or other anti-imperi-
alist pamphlet. We are trying to get a better picture of
who reads ULK and what they find useful. We have
also been doing research on the imprisoned lumpen
class in general. By filling out this survey you can
I help us with both. We also have a more extensive
economic survey that you can use to collect anony-
I mous data about the people in your prison to help
with our research. Just indicate below if you would
like to become a survey proctor and help with this
research. If you already responded to this survey,
please do not fill it our again. Instead, see p.12 for
I how to get free lit.

1. How old are you? years

2.1s this your first time in prison? YES or NO

3. How many years have you spent in prison to-
tal so far (incl. juvenile facilities)? ____ yrs.

4. What is the highest grade of education you’ve
completed? (number for grade, or level for
college,i.e. AA, BS, certificate, etc.)

I you work at legal jobs that earned money?

5. Outside of prison, how many total years did

years
NO

I 6. Are you a U.S. citizen? YES or
7. What is your nationality (or “race”)?

I 9. What is your current housing/security status?
I (GP,SHU, etc.)
10. Whatis the best part of ULK?

8. How long left on your current sentence?

I 11. What would you like more of in ULK?

12. Would you like to administer a more
extended survey to those around you to help
with our economic research? YES or NO

13.Othersuggestions:

I Return completed survey to:
MIM(Prisons) Reader Survey,
PO Box 40799 SF, CA 94140

L —_—



MIM Distributors
PO Box 40799
San Francisco, CA 94140

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

ATTENTION PRISONERS:
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You must write to us every 6 months to keep your free subscription to ULK.
Tell us what mail you got since the last time you wrofe.
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Amerikanos. Cuando Goodman empezd a
danzar alrededor del tema de los salarios el
invitado respondié: “Bueno, como dije con la
legislacion, no es nuestro trabajo el establecer
salarios alrededor del mundo. Esto depende de
los habitantes de cada pais. Lo que si podemos
hacer es exigir que si quieres traer productos a
los Estados Unidos, debes dar a los trabajadores
que los producen derechos legales.”

(Cémo es que podemos obligarles a apli-
car leyes sobre trabajo infantil, pero en lo que
se refiere a sus salarios el tercer mundo se las
tiene que arreglar por su cuenta? ;Cémo puedes
hablar de “solidaridad internacional obrera” sin
hablar de un salario minimo internacional? La
idea es ridicula y la Gnica razén por la que esto
sucede es porque los lideres obreros Ameri-
kanos saben que el salario medio en el mundo
estd por debajo de lo que ellos ganan. Quieren
seguir ganando mds de lo que les corresponde y
al mismo tiempo poner aranceles comerciales a
los productos fabricados con mano de obra ex-
plotada.

Suponemos que las personas del Sur de Asia
no confundirdn a aquellos que ganan 20,000
dolares al afio, 0 mucho mas, como miembros
del proletariado. Pero conforme nos acercamos
al corazoén del imperio la perspectiva de clase
proletaria distorsiona mds y mds. No hay me-
jor ejemplo de ello hoy en dia que el de Azt-
l4n, donde trabajadores inmigrantes observan la

enorme riqueza que les rodea y la posibilidad
de obtener parte de ella. Después de que las na-
ciones oprimidas tomaron el control del Primero
de Mayo en los Estados Unidos hace siete afios,
el ala izquierda del nacionalismo blanco trabaja
horas extra para infundir a este nuevo mov-
imiento proletario en el corazén de la bestia con
la linea politica de la aristocracia obrera.

Hoy, conforme el gobierno federal declara
estar cerca de promulgar una “reforma de inmi-
gracién” que equivaldrd a mds excepcionalismo
y favoritismo Amerikano, nosotros preferimos
un enfoque basado en la reunificacién de las
familias que algunos ya defendieron en este
Primero de Mayo en Los Angeles. Este es un
asunto que enlaza perfectamente con la cuestion
nacional y no con las peticiones economicistas
para un mayor acceso a salarios propios de los
explotadores. La reunificacion desaffa la fron-
tera represiva que mantiene a familias separa-
das, y mantiene a naciones completas alienadas
de las riquezas que producen. Al igual que la
integracién dentro de los Estados Unidos ha
avanzado, el desafio a la frontera y la lucha con-
tra el nacionalismo blanco, o mejor dicho contra
el primermundismo, necesita estar en el cen-
tro de un movimiento proletario progresivo en
Aztlan. Estos son los problemas que realmente
movilizaron a las masas en las manifestaciones
del Primero de Mayo en 2006 en respuesta a la
Amerika pro-Minutemen(3). Este es el espiritu
con el que celebramos este Primero de Mayo. *
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of this truth 24-7. Instead of engaging in the
nuisances of alcohol abuse, we must begin to
utilize our time and energy more construc-
tively by exercising our minds towards the
central task of achieving some positive goals
in the areas of community healing/building.
Through our collective will and with the ap-
plication of self-discipline, this can be easily
accomplished. If we allow the truth to be our
guide in pushing forward principles of righ-
teousness, then we should also realize that
the objective of community healing/building
cannot be achieved if our mental facilities are
being overwhelmed with the toxins of alcohol.
Meaning that the social wounds of oppression
that the social system of U.$. imperialism has
inflicted upon our communities will remain a
prominent fixture. Our power as a people is
unlimited, once we take control of and refine
the focus of our minds. *

Spanish Translators Needed!

We need volunteers who can read
and write well in both English and
Spanish to translate for Under Lock
& Key. A fast growing segment of the
U.S. prison population ‘is Spanish-
sieakmg migrants, and we would
like to reach out to them as much as
possible.

Write in to put in work!




