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In the richest country in the world, access
to wealth and material goods can be a relative
strength we have compared to most of the rest
of the world, namely the global proletariat we
aim to represent. We must consider what the
best tactics are to leverage wealth to support
our goals. Yet, we must not fetishize money or
technology as panaceas to all our problems. We
know people are decisive in social change. How
we get money is mostly a tactical question. How
we use it or campaign around financial issues is
generally a strategic one.

It has often been the position of readers
of ULK and members of the United Struggle
from Within that economic means and methods should be tried and applied in the struggle
of prisoners against the capitalist-imperialists.
Some say to boycott the commissary and deprive each state of the prisoner dollar it so much
cherishes. Others say stop ordering packages
from the state approved vendors. More sophisticated circles would say create more damages
via civil action suits: state tort, personal injuries,
small claims, you name it. Others have said to
boycott prisoner accounts altogether to avoid
any fees or cuts the state takes from it for restitution, release, medical co-pay, etc.

We have at least one USW comrade in California who has been pushing the prison movement in that state to take up a boycott tactic to
push the demands to end torture and group punishment. Prisoners in Virginia report of money
taken from their accounts, decreased wages and
have launched a fast to protest the extortion of
Keefe Commissary.(see p.7) Also on this page,
Loco1 offers an alternative tactic on how to relate to commissary. And one comrade in Texas
offers up a different sort of boycott tactic around
medical co-pays that could help focus our resources.(see p.13)
We say these questions are tactical, meaning
they will vary from time to time or place
to place. One tactic may work well in
one prison, or under certain conditions,
which won't work well in another circumstance. There are strategic considerations which serve as general guidelines for all of us and can help us make
our tactical decisions. One strategic
orientation we hold is to not fetishize
money, and remember that the people
must change the system. An example
of how this strategic orientation helps us
choose tactics is in deciding whether
we should spend more time and energy raising money, or writing letters to
prisoners and developing study groups.
If we believed money were decisive, we
would spend more time fundraising or working at bourgeois jobs to pad our "revolutionary"
bank account.
The concept of the "almighty dollar" leads
the consumer class that dominates this country
to see consuming as their means of expressing
their political beliefs, and their main tool for
promoting the world they want to see. Consumer politics are very popular in our bourgeois society, and these boil down to individual/
lifestyle politics. Vegans may feel better about
Continued on page 3...
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All of these tactics can potentially prove
devastating if the right group of people apply
them and progress the idea into material reality.
With $0.50 a prisoner can do so much, as
that is the cost of a postage stamp. A letter can
contain a list of new subscribers to Under Lock
& Key. It can include an article,
poem submission, or art.
It can contain study group
responses or a criticism
to push our struggle forward.
Even if you don't
draw, i know there's
an artist next door
to you. He/she
lives off of their
artwork
alone.
They don't go to
the store, they just
draw their tail off.
For just a dollar
that artist next
door will draw
four drawings of
your imagination, the size of
about a quarter of
an average sheet of
paper. With those
four pieces you

MIM(Prisons)
PO Box 40799
San Francisco, CA 94140

www.prisoncensorship.info
mim@prisoncensorship.info
see p.12 for how to donate
subscriptions are FREE for prisoners

could express the walls of prison crumbling,
or a lumpen prisoner handing their dinner tray
to the family of an underdeveloped country
through the window of a prison cell. You can
commission this artist to draw anti-imperialist
art to submit to ULK to be printed in the next
issue. That one picture is surely going to touch
more people than the artist expected it to.
Yet, in the economic struggle, lumpen prisoners often fail in the materialization of their
own wealth. We must change this. In prison we
often see ourselves as the haves and have-nots,
when in the material reality of things we all
have something to offer. Take the commissary
industry. Not everybody actually submits an order form. There are those with monies to spend
and those who have the heart to work with those
who spend, earning a share of the spender's purchase. I persynally don't deposit monies in my
trust. I use craft and trade to survive. I braid, cut
and style hair. Many prisoners who have money
to spend inside get monies from a source outside
of prison. These sources deposit money into a
prisoner’s trust to take care of the prisoner, and
in return the prisoner takes care of hself. My
specialty is helping the prisoner do this by keeping up their appearance and in return they offer
a product from the commissary, where i then
have purchasing power. Me, an anti-imperialist.
I bring in anything from $1.50 to $3.00 easy per
client on a yard that allows time and opportunity. Fast forward about ten clients per week and
in a month's time i'll have $120. Off of this buck
twenty i can order a pair of hair clippers with the
works and the hottest legal commodity in prisons: coffee. Adding haircuts to my service, i'll
double clientèle. Sixty dollars worth of coffee
on the shelf will grow legs and trade itself. One
dollar for a coffee lid of coffee, or an exchange
of one full jar on credit for two jars at the convenience of the creditor (the value varies).
I don't drink coffee so there'll never be a loss
due to persynal consumption. The product will
pay for itself and expand at a controlled rate. I'm
doing hair and trading coffee. The service can
be offered to a wide range of characters and political affiliations: Black, Brown, Red, Yellow,
Pink, Blue or Purple, the objective is Green.
Doing such, i'm offered the opportunity to
socialize with a wide range of characters and
gossip about the latest and greatest revolutionary culture, from international news to news on
the hip hop revolution underground affiliates. I
alone as a USW leader, taking the scraps that are
there amongst the so-called prison ballers, have
become a resort for prisoners caught in the trappings to retreat to when they must spend their
money and look good doing it.
Continued on page 3...
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What is Under Lock & Key?

Maoist Internationalist Ministry of Prisons

Under Lock & Key (ULK) is the voice of the antiimperialist movement within prisons in the United
$tates. Fighting the injustice system is just one part
of the anti-imperialist struggle, and it is important
that comrades not lose sight of the connections to
the larger battle. For this reason, in addition to news
about prisons and prisoner struggles, we also publish
more general news and analysis important to the antiimperialist movement. We welcome support and collaboration from those who are focused only on prison
issues, but we also challenge them to see the importance of carrying out their work as part of a larger antiimperialist strategy.
ULK serves as a forum to develop and promote
agitational campaigns led by MIM(Prisons) and USW.
Our current battles in the United States are legally permitted. We encourage prisoners to join these battles
while explicitly discouraging them from engaging in
any violence or illegal acts. MIM(Prisons) and its publications explicitly oppose the use of armed struggle
at this time in the imperialist countries (including the
United States).
ULK is edited and published by MIM(Prisons) and
mostly written and illustrated by USW and other United Front organizations behind bars. ULK comes out
every other month, and is free for U.$. prisoners. For
people outside of prison, all issues of ULK, plus additional reports from within U.$. prisons, are available on
MIM(Prisons)’s website: www.prisoncensorship.info

What is Imperialism?
Imperialism is an economic system that V.I. Lenin
defined as “the highest stage of capitalism.” It became
well pronounced in the early 1900s and is defined by
the globalization of capital, the dominance of finance
capital and the division of the world into imperialist and
exploited nations; Maoists see the latter as the principal contradiction in the world today.
As the economic system that dominates the world,
imperialism determines much of the material reality
that all inhabitants of planet Earth face today, including war, poverty and environmental destruction. This
means that the status quo promoted by imperialist
interests is the biggest hindrance to change. As the
dominant imperialist power, both financially and militarily, the United $tates generally serves as the primary target of our attacks as anti-imperialists.

What is MIM(Prisons)?
The Maoist Internationalist Ministry of Prisons,
MIM(Prisons), is a cell of revolutionaries serving the
oppressed masses inside U.$. prisons. We uphold the
revolutionary communist ideology of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism and work from the vantage point of the
Third World proletariat.
Imperialism is the number one enemy of the majority of the world’s people; we cannot achieve our
goal of ending all oppression without overthrowing imperialism. History has shown that the imperialists will
wage war before they will allow an end to oppression.
As revolutionary internationalists, we support
the self-determination of all nations and peoples.
We support nations which choose to delink from the
imperialist economy, including the right of the internal semi-colonies to secede from the United $tates.
Today, the U.$. prison system is a major part of the
imperialist state used to prevent the self-determination
of oppressed nations. It is for this reason that we see
prisoners in this country as being at the forefront of
any anti-imperialist and revolutionary movement.
While our organization focuses on prisoner support,
we believe that there is a dire need for Maoists to do
organizing and educational work in many areas in the
United $tates. We hope people are inspired by our example around prisons and apply it to their own work

to create more Maoist cells and broaden the Maoist
movement behind enemy lines.
MIM(Prisons) distinguishes ourselves from other
groups on the six points below. We consider other
organizations actively upholding these points to be
fraternal.
1. Communism is our goal. Communism is a society where no group has power over any other group.
2. Dictatorship of the proletariat is necessary.
In a dictatorship of the proletariat the formerly exploited majority dictates to the minority (who promoted
exploitation) how society is to be run. In the case of
imperialist nations, a Joint Dictatorship of the Proletariat of the Oppressed Nations (JDPON) must play this
role where there is no internal proletariat or significant
mass base that favors communism.
3. We promote a united front with all who oppose imperialism. The road to the JDPON over the
imperialist nations involves uniting all who can be
united against imperialism. We cannot fight imperialism and fight others who are engaged in life-and-death
conflicts with imperialism at the same time. Even imperialist nation classes can be allies in the united front
under certain conditions.
4. A parasitic class dominates the First World
countries. As Marx, Engels and Lenin formulated and
MIM Thought has reiterated through materialist analysis, imperialism extracts super-profits from the Third
World and in part uses this wealth to buy off whole
populations of so-called workers. These so-called
workers bought off by imperialism form a new pettybourgeoisie called the labor aristocracy; they are not a
vehicle for Maoism. Those who work in the economic
interests of the First World labor aristocracy form the
mass base for imperialism’s tightening death-grip on
the Third World.
5. New bourgeoisies will form under socialism.
Mao led the charge to expose the bourgeoisie that
developed within the communist party in the Soviet
Union and the campaign to bombard the headquarters
in his own country of China. Those experiences demonstrated the necessity of continuous revolution under
the dictatorship of the proletariat. The class struggle
does not end until the state has been abolished and
communism is reached.
6. The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution in
China was the furthest advancement toward communism in history. We uphold the Soviet Union until
the death of Stalin in 1953, followed by the People’s
Republic of China through 1976, as the best examples
of modern socialism in practice. The arrest of the
“Gang of Four” in China and the rise of Krushchev in
the Soviet Union marked the restoration of capitalism
in those countries. Other experiments in developing
socialism in the 20th century failed to surpass the Soviet model (i.e. Albania), or worse, stayed within the
capitalist mode of production, generally due to a failure
to break with the Theory of Productive Forces.

What is United Struggle from Within?
United Struggle from Within (USW) is a
MIM(Prisons)-led mass organization for U.$. prisoners
and former prisoners. USW is explicitly anti-imperialist
in leading campaigns on behalf of U.$. prisoners in alliance with national liberation struggles in the United
$tates and around the world. USW won’t champion
struggles which are not in the interests of the international proletariat. USW will also not choose one
nation’s struggles over other oppressed nations’ struggles. USW should work independently, but under the
guidance of MIM(Prisons), to build public opinion and
independent institutions of the oppressed in order to
obtain state power independent of imperialism. Members don’t have to agree with MIM(Prisons)’s cardinal
points (see above) but they can’t consciously disagree
with any of them. See page 12 for campaign info.

United Front for Peace in PrisonsStatement of Principles
The basis of any real unity comes from an agreement on certain key ideas. This statement does not
grant authority to any party over any other party. We
are mutually accountable to each other to uphold these
points in order to remain active participants in this
united front.

Peace: WE organize to end the needless conflicts and violence within the U.$. prison environment.
The oppressors use divide-and-conquer strategies so
that we fight each other instead of them. We will stand
together and defend ourselves from oppression.
Unity: WE strive to unite with those facing the
same struggles as us for our common interests. To
maintain unity we have to keep an open line of networking and communication, and ensure we address
any situation with true facts. This is needed because
of how the pigs utilize tactics such as rumors, snitches
and fake communications to divide and keep division
among the oppressed. The pigs see the end of their
control within our unity.
Growth: WE recognize the importance of
education and freedom to grow in order to build real
unity. We support members within our organization who
leave and embrace other political organizations and
concepts that are within the anti-imperialist struggle.
Everyone should get in where they fit in. Similarly, we
recognize the right of comrades to leave our organization if we fail to live up to the principles and purpose of
the United Front for Peace in Prisons.
Internationalism: WE struggle for the liberation of all oppressed people. While we are often
referred to as "minorities" in this country, and we often
find those who are in the same boat as us opposing us,
our confidence in achieving our mission comes from
our unity with all oppressed nations who represent the
vast majority globally. We cannot liberate ourselves
when participating in the oppression of other nations.
INdependence: WE build our own institutions
and programs independent of the United $tates government and all its branches, right down to the local
police, because this system does not serve us. By developing independent power through these institutions
we do not need to compromise our goals.

How to join the United Front?
Study and uphold the five principles above.
Send your organization’s name and a statement
of unity to MIM(Prisons). Your statement can explain
what the united front principles mean to your organization, how they relate to your work, why they are important, etc.
Develop peace and unity between factions
where you are at on the basis of opposing oppression
of all prisoners and oppressed people in general.
Send reports on your progress to Under Lock &
Key. Did you develop a peace treaty or protocol that
is working? Send it in for others to study. Is your unity
based on actions? Send us reports on the organizing
you are doing.
Keep educating your members. The more educated your members are, the more unity you can develop, and the stronger your organization can become.
Unity comes from the inside out. By uniting internally,
we can better unite with others as well. Contact
MIM(Prisons) if you need additional materials to educate your members in history, politics and economics.
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themselves because they know their nutritional
sustenance doesn't rely on the abuse and murder of any non-humyn animal. But veganism
itself doesn't challenge the capitalist system
that makes factory farming profitable in the first
place. Capitalists don't care what industry their
money is in so long as they are drawing a profit.
And no matter how many "fair trade", "local" or
"ethical" products one purchases, capitalism relies on humyn exploitation to function. We can't
buy our way out of imperialism itself.
Boycotts can easily fall into the realm of individual/lifestyle politics. Without a strong political movement with clear demands at the head
of a boycott (i.e. the campaign to divest from Israel), our consumption habits will do nothing to
change the structural problems of imperialism.
Boycotting the commissary as an individual is
just like choosing veganism. It may make you
feel better about the role you are directly playing, but it doesn't actually have an impact on the
prison system. This is partially because your individual $40 per month is a drop in the bucket
of the prison budget, and also because, like the
capitalists, it's only a matter of policy change
to ensure prisons are extorting the balance they
desire from prisoners. If they can't get it from
you via commissary, then they'll instill an exorbitant medical co-pay, or financial penalties for
disciplinary infractions. If you keep your bank
account empty to avoid these fees, they limit indigent envelopes and postage to limit your contact to the outside world.
That doesn't mean you should pour your
money down the drain or that there is no use for
money in our revolutionary movement. But we
have to be realistic about the impact our money
is making. Spending $40 on mail-order fiction
books rather than at commissary has no real political impact. But sending $40 to MIM(Prisons)
allows us to send ULK to forty subscribers. This
money allows us to send study group mail to
eighty participants! That's enough to cover an
entire level 1 study group! Send us $40 twice
and you can cover the printing and postage of
a whole introductory study group, both levels.
This is a good demonstration of the political impact money can have on our ability to build up
people's political understanding, without worshiping money as the be all and end all of our
political work.
Any reader of ULK should be familiar with
our line on the inflated minimum wage in imperialist countries. In line with our criticism of
lifestyle politics above, we don't say Amerikans
should refuse to be paid more than $2.50 per
hour as an act of solidarity with Third World
workers. Instead we say revolutionary comrades
should funnel as much money as they can into
the anti-imperialist movement. Get raises and
make bigger donations, but don't waste all your
time in your bourgeois job!
Prisoners and migrant workers differ from
the rest of this country in that there is a progressive aspect to their struggles for higher wages.
The proletarians currently on hunger strike in
an ICE detention center in Washington have
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Strategic Confidence
by MIM(Prisons)

One important piece of our worldview is
the strategic confidence we have based on our
global class analysis. Our analysis says that the
vast majority of the world’s people, a solid 80%,
will benefit materially from an end to imperialism. This is why we believe anti-imperialism is
destined for success. Subjectively, this can be
important to keep in mind in an environment
surrounded by class enemies or by those with
bourgeois consciousness. This column was
started to support this position.
Ngäbe communities in Panama remain on
high alert after the government announced its
intention to evict the Tabasará River area in
western Panama. Affected communities have
established a protest camp to halt the completion of a 28.58 megawatt hydroelectric dam,
Barro Blanco. The completion of the project will result in the communities losing their
homes, livelihoods and cultural heritage. (Intercontinental Cry, 24 February 2014)
Munduruku people in the Amazon region
in Brazil have kicked miners off their land and
confiscated their machines. Since the 1980s, the
miners have caused “pollution of the river, lack
of fish, misunderstandings, and threats.” For
these reasons, the indigenous were “expelling
miners and taking their machines,” explains
Paigomuyatpu, chief of the Munduruku warriors. (Intercontinental Cry, 6 February 2014)
The night of February 22, around 150 heavily armed Communist Party of India-Maoist
(CPI-Maoist) cadres attacked the Amas Police
Station in the Gaya District of Bihar, bringing
traffic to a grinding halt. The exchange of fire
between the Maoists and the police continued
for nearly two hours before the Maoists retreated. On 31 December 2014, a group of nearly 50
Maoist cadres attacked a highway construction
site in Gaya District and torched construction
machinery. In 2013 the state lost 27 Security
Force personnel [Union Ministry of Home Affairs data] to Maoist attacks, without inflicting
a single casualty on the Maoists. Also in 2013,
311 Maoists were arrested, as against 426 in
pushed internationalist demands to the front of
their struggle. While they ask for higher wages
and better conditions in the private prison they
are being held, their primary demand is an end
to deportations from the United $tates. Facing
deportation themselves, these prisoners have a
different class perspective than the vast majority
in this country.
In an article titled "Sending a Donation is
Contraband" from ULK 25, a comrade relates
being prevented from sending MIM(Prisons) a
donation to the overall political repression and
censorship by the prisoncrats. In a bizarre interpretation of California's mail policies, CDCR
effectively and illegally prevented this subscriber from exercising their First Amendment
right to free speech. Similarly, in the last issue
Continued on next page...
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2012, while just three Maoists surrendered in
2013, as against 42 in 2012.(Eurasia Review)
Also in India, the Maoists are calling for
boycotting the Lok Sabha (parliament) elections. There are four Maoist-hit states where
the Peoples Liberation Guerrilla Army (PLGA)
— the military wing of the CPI (Maoist) — has
considerable clout. The Maoists have influence
in 293 villages in Sonebhadra district, 107 in
Mirzapur and 241 in Chandauli. The hilly terrain with a thick forest cover and lack of communication facilities are major challenges for
the police force during combing operations.
(Hindustan Times)
More than 1,000 workers walked off the job
at a factory in Shenzhen, China, bordering Hong
Kong, after managers on March 3 announced
the terms of their transfer to new ownership
under Chinese computer maker Lenovo Group
Ltd. Lenovo agreed in January to pay $2.3 billion for IBM’s low-end server business. The
strike, which lasted for one week, fits a growing
pattern of industrial activism that has emerged
as China’s economy has slowed. (Reuters)
Around 20 persons, including five policemen, were injured, five vehicles vandalised and
traffic movement halted for nearly three hours
in the Mirpur-12 area of Bangladesh’s capital during a clash between police and garment
workers demanding due salaries. The workers
had blocked the road to Softex Cotton Private
Limited until around noon. Workers said they
found a notice hanging on the closed factory
gate on Friday morning reading, “the factory
will remain closed as the seven-storey building
has been identified as a risky one by engineers”.
When they contacted the factory owners and
demanded their due salaries and other compensations. They were not given any certain date,
claimed the workers.
“Instead, they beat four of us and confined
them inside the factory from afternoon till night
on Friday,” said a worker, wishing anonymity. Aminul Islam said he has been working at
the factory for 14 years and that it owed him
over Tk 1 lakh ($1,250). “I will not leave the
place without taking the money,” he said during
the demonstrations. (The Daily Star, 9 March,
2014)
...Continued from page 1

...Financing

The coffee will expand from my cell to the
cell of another USW comrade proving themselves capable of opening up shop on the same
facility, and when ripe we will venture out into
another legal commodity (soap, body washes,
shampoo and body oils).

We can turn all this paper money into fuel
for the fire to finance the anti-imperialist machine, funding independent institutions like
the University of Maoist Thought, extended
printing of ULK, MIM(Prisons)/USW-hosted
events, Prisoners Legal Clinic, MIM(Prisons)'s
Free Political Books to Prisoners. These are just
to name a few. In this microcosm of Amerika,
great revenue will come to be. What separates
us from most collecting such revenue is we'll be
Continued on next page...
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...Youth Stand Up

struggle can continue. This is also why it's important for everyone to have direct contact with
MIM(Prisons). Relying on others in your prison
to share their ULK and other literature may
seem efficient, but when either you or they are
moved you will be unable to contact us and will
lose connection to the broader anti-imperialist
movement. 
* stalag was a term for prisoner-of-war camps in
Germany during the first and second imperialist
wars

... Continued from previous page
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providing a service at a very low cost to those
who have and ALL of the proceeds will go to
those who don't. We are funding revolutionary
cadres of our USW and MIM(Prisons) across
the snakes.
This should be our matter of concern, if we
truly hope to shift the economy into a landslide
towards the people. Don't boycott the commissary, use it as a uniting factor!!!
MIM(Prisons) responds It is a strong statement to say a well-executed boycott can have
"devastating" impact. More likely, the prisoncrats will notice what is happening and make
a simple policy change to ensure they are able
to milk prisoners for all they have. The main
benefit of organizing boycotts isn't the financial impact, but coming together to organize
around a collective interest. The connections,
networking, and unity are more valuable than
any amount of money we're saving from the oppressors' collection.
When assessing the "value" of an action or
investment, we need to always keep in mind the
political value. There are a lot of ways we can
use what little money and resources we have to
make a big political impact. As long as we aren't
harming the people, the importance isn't in
how we hustle, but in why we hustle. Use your
creativity and resourcefulness to find a way to
hustle for the people! 

Russia Seizes Crimea in Inter-Imperialist Battle
by Wiawimawo of MIM(Prisons)
March 2014

In November 2013, the elected government
of Ukraine caused a stir for rejecting a deal with
the European Union citing the overly burdensome terms of the aid package offered by the
U.$.-dominated International Monetary Fund
(IMF). Since we last reported on Ukraine (see
ULK 36), opposition forces with Western support have implemented a regime change, ousting president Viktor Yanukovich from the country. This put a deal with the IMF back on the
table. Ukrainians once again face the prospect
of more wealth being sucked from their country via imperialist loans and imposed economic
policies.
While opposition to the oligarchy that has
ruled Ukraine has united the Western imperialists with Ukrainian fascist parties, austerity
... Continued from previous page ...Using

Money

of ULK, another comrade in California explains
the direct connection between a stamp drive
for the SF BayView, a New Afrikan nationalist
newspaper, and the pigs' mass disallowing of
stamps and increased terrorist activities in San
Quentin State Prison. The state has an interest
in preventing any growth of the anti-imperialist
movement, no matter how small.
Naturally it is among the most oppressed
that we find the greatest support for anti-imperialism. Thus, campaigns for a few more $0.49
stamps for indigent prisoners in Texas are of vital importance. Such a concern is unfathomable
to the vast majority in the imperialist countries.
Cutting postage stamps and radio service are
not only tactics to further deteriorate the mental health of prisoners, but are also attempts at
political repression under the thinly veiled guise
of budget cuts. Here we see the oppressor using
economic tactics to reach their political goals.
While the material basis of what we're fighting
for is in the people, we must be smart about finance and other material resources to end hunger, war and oppression as soon as possible. 

On Prisons & Prisoners
MIM(Prisons) seeks to build public opinion against Amerika’s criminal injustice system, and to eventually
replace the bourgeois injustice system with proletarian justice. The bourgeois injustice system imprisons and
executes a disproportionately large and growing number of oppressed people while letting the biggest mass
murderers — the imperialists and their lackeys — roam free. Imperialism is not opposed to murder or theft. It
only insists that these crimes be committed in the interests of the bourgeoisie.
All U.$. citizens are criminals — accomplices and accessories to the crimes of U.$. oppression globally until
the day U.$. imperialism is overcome. All U.$. citizens should start from the point of view that they are reforming criminals.
MIM(Prisons) does not advocate that all prisoners go free today; we have a more effective program for fighting
crime as was demonstrated in China prior to the restoration of capitalism there in 1976. We say that all prisoners are political prisoners because under the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, all imprisonment is substantively
political. It is our responsibility to exert revolutionary leadership and conduct political agitation and organization among prisoners — whose material conditions make them an overwhelmingly revolutionary group. Some
prisoners should and will work on self-criticism under a future dictatorship of the proletariat in those cases in
which prisoners really did do something wrong by proletarian standards.

measures imposed by the IMF will threaten this
alliance shortly. The new offer from the IMF
will require hiking energy prices that have been
subsidized by the state, one of the deal breakers
cited by Yanukovich in November.
The regime change was a loss for Russian
economic interests. In response, on 27 February 2014, Russian forces seized control of the
Crimean peninsula, a majority Russian region
of the Ukraine state. On 6 March 2014 Crimea's
regional assembly voted to secede from Ukraine
and join the Russian Federation. The next day
leaders of the Russian Parliament said they
would support this move. The decision calls for
a referendum for the people of Crimea to vote
on this, and on 16 March they voted to join Russia.(1)
The New York Times has made much of the
battle over the right to self-determination in
recent strife between the United $tates and the
Russian Federation. Struggles in the Black Sea
region in recent decades have been primarily
inter-imperialist battles, and there is no principle behind the imperialists' actions except for
their economic interests to have access to more
markets, natural resources and people to exploit.
Meanwhile, the proletariat's interest is defined
by putting an end to this exploitation. Therefore
we support the side that most threatens the control and penetration of the imperialists over the
oppressed nations.
The Amerikans are saying the Russian invasion of Crimea is totally different from their
meddling in Libya, Venezuela, Syria, Iran... just
to name a few. But this is all posturing and a
question of tactics, and the United $tates often
is able to use more subtle tactics because of its
greater power. In all cases it is the continuation
of imperialist war to maintain profits.
While the situation in Crimea is still unresolved and potentially volatile as we write this,
Russian officials have been quoted recognizing Kiev has gone pro-West. At the same time,
Russia is talking with the IMF to get in on the
Ukraine bail out.(2)
The IMF was part of the Bretton Woods
project, which was organized by the imperialist countries after World War II in an attempt to
prevent the protectionism and trade barriers that
led to the economic crisis in the capitalist core,
and drove them to war in both WWI and WWII.
Many sanctions and trade barriers are being
threatened in the current conflict, and some have
been implemented on individuals. But, if Russia is allowed to export some finance capital to
Ukraine as part of the imperialist plan for the
country, and Russia gets to keep Crimea under
its sphere of influence, then a hot war between
Russia and the West will likely be averted.
The IMF is basically run by the United
$tates, which has 16.75% of the votes. Meanwhile the U.$.-led imperialist camp (U.$., Japan, Germany, France, U.K., Italy and Canada)
Continued on next page...
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Andy Lopez: Another Chicano Youth Killed by Police Elevate the Prison Struggle
by cipactli of Brown Berets - Prison Chapter
February 2014

Chicano youth Andy Lopez, whose 13-yearold life was cut short by a Santa Rosa pig, has yet
to obtain justice. This was a concrete example of
what it means when people say that Aztlán is
occupied under a settler state. Our colonization
is expressed in many ways and our youth being
shot dead in the street is one of the in-your-face
OVERT examples, which even the bourgeois
Chicanos cannot pretend not to notice.
When the white Deputy Sheriff Erick Gelhaus executed Andy on 22 October 2013, comrades here discussed what should be done in
response to these attacks on the Chican@ Nation. Our conversation on the subject was pretty
heated. One topic that kept coming up was the
example that the Black Liberation Army provided back in the day when the Black Nation
was under heightened attack from the lethal
...Continued from previous page

...Crimea

has 43.74% of votes. Russia has only 2.39%.(3)
In addition to the IMF loans, the United $tates
has talked of unilateral aid, as long as Ukraine
"takes the reforms it needs."(4) So Russia will
see a significant loss in its economic interests in
the Ukraine overall, but will likely see a small
piece of the pie as serving its interests better
than an all out war with the United $tates.
The framework developed at Bretton Woods
has been a relatively effective solution to one
of the inherent contradictions of the imperialist
economic system. However, it does not eliminate inter-imperialist rivalry, it just manages it.
While a war on North Amerikan or Western European soils is being avoided at all costs, it is not
out of the question. It will certainly come before
socialism can reach those lands. War is inherent
to imperialism. And it is our position that World
War III has been an ongoing low-intensity war
against the Third World by the imperialists since
the end of WWII.(5) In recent decades this war
has been primarily waged by the United $tates.
While inter-imperialist war has been secondary
in this period, the struggle between different
imperialist interests is an antagonistic contradiction that cannot be resolved without ending
imperialism. As such conflicts heat up, those in
the imperialist countries will be reminded that
imperialism does not serve their interests when
it comes to the threat of annhilation in war.
These conflicts also create breathing room for
the oppressed nations to develop their own political interests independent of imperialism. The
key to the survival of the humyn species is to
develop such movements before the imperialists
kill us all. 
Notes:
1. “For First Time, Kremlin Signals It Is Prepared
to Annex Crimea”, New York Times, 7 March 2014.
2. “Ukraine hopes for aid soon, PM says will meet
IMF reform conditions”, Euronews, 28 February
2014.
3. Wikipedia article on IMF
4. “White House offers US 'support' to Ukraine, on
top of possible IMF package”, Fox News, 24 February 2014.
5. see “What is MIM?”

COINTELPRO. Everywhere in the world where
a people are under attack and being murdered
by the occupying state, at some point the people
will fight fire with fire.

Beyond Day to Day Goals

It's been four months and still there has been
no indictment of the pig in question. But then
when do we ever see the state prosecute its own
when the oppressed are murdered in our occupied streets? We cannot allow Andy's death to
be swept under the rug. So many within the Chican@ nation have begun a perverted romance
with imperialism. The super profits that are extracted from the Third World seem to have intoxicated many in our nation to the point where
when our youth are turned to swiss cheese by
a pig, it's conveniently ignored. Revolutionary
Chican@s need to work to detoxify the people
and put Aztlán back on a revolutionary path.
Our work should start with mobilizing Aztlán
around acquiring justice for Andy Lopez.

I just read this article from a Nebraska 'rad
about a failed protest (in Under Lock & Key). It
seems I'm not the only one dealing with embarrassments in resistance.

There are plans for a march on 2 June 2014
in Santa Rosa to build awareness of this tragedy
and to commemorate what would have been Andy's 14th birthday. Let us spread the word and
gain momentum on the justice that we need to
obtain. We support this march and will continue
to develop ways to properly respond to the occupation of Aztlán. Andy's death should be seen
as not only a rallying point but a juncture where
we usher in a new wave in the Chicano movement. Aztlán libre!
MIM(Prisons) adds: Chican@s in Santa Rosa
have recently used economic pressure with the
threat of a boycott to increase freedom of speech
at a local mall. In February, parents of Andy Lopez feared for their lives as they were confronted
by mall rent-a-pigs and forced to remove t-shirts
that had a photo of their slain son and read "RIP
Andy Lopez" and his birth and death dates. The
movement responded quickly to come to the
mall and support the parents and a subsequent
campaign has resulted in the mall recognizing
the First Amendment for Latin@s who make up
the majority of their cilentele, even providing a
table where supporters of justice for Andy Lopez can distribute literature. Previous repression
of Occupy Wall Street protestors and anti-war
activists went over much easier in the past without this mass support and threat of economic
repercussions for the mall. (Flashpoints Radio,
14 March 2014).

by an Oregon prisoner
February 2014

I'm at the largest joint in Oregon and have
been in isolation for about 14 months. I’ve been
a very reluctant participant in mess after mess
of similar – if much weaker – attempts at goal
driven resistance. I say "goal-driven", not "goal
oriented" lest it give someone the impression
that the kids here have some semblance of organization or some understanding of strategy and
method. They don't. Further, I say "reluctant
participant" because even though I realize the
unquestionable futility of the motions carried
out around here, I'll never be "that dude" who
stood idle during any attempt at resistance to the
swine.
The Nebraskan bloke didn't get much into
the root of the disfunction of the prisoners during their upheaval. I'll assume that the problems
in Nebraska are at least somewhat similar to
Oregon's.
The fact of the matter is that we all face the
same situation: we're oppressed on some level
and want to relieve ourselves of that weight.
Our ultimate goal and desire is to destroy our
adversaries completely. This is all obvious. Each
person's - or group's - particular complaints and
level of victimization is largely irrelevant except for how it may affect the functionality of
the revolt. In other words, the food quality and
such, really shouldn't be occupying much space
in one's mind or discussions when it comes to
applying ourselves to revolt. It's universally understood that we're fed garbage and people seem
to get hung up on these benign little details.
The goal is successful revolt. The problem is
lack of proper organization. Here in Oregon we
have too many gangs, none of which have been
developed along a framework of functional organization. Not only does each gang act autonomously from the whole, but each individual acts
autonomously from his own gang.
On the sporadic occasions that they all do
decide on some undertaking together, there
is never any defined, agreed-upon leadership.
The usual formula is, 3 or 4 of the loudest gang
members on a unit cook up some scheme to rail
against the swine, then talk everyone else into
jumping on board. The scheme is always something like "we're gonna refuse to do this or that
until they give us this or that." And that's about
as much planning and thought that goes into it.
It may last a few days till people start dropping
off, and a few more until it's abandoned completely.
Aside form lack of education in strategy
and tactics, and aside from lack of education
Continued on next page...
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Mayor Chokwe Lumumba Dead - Demand An Autopsy! Virginia Youth Take Up
by MIM(Prisons)
March 2014

8 March 2014, Jackson, MS – Today hundreds attended the funeral service for Mayor
Chokwe Lumumba who died after just eight
months in office. His son, Chokwe Antar Lumumba, eulogized his father. He has also announced his plans to run in an April 8 election
to replace his father as Mayor of Jackson.
Days before his death Chokwe was sick with
a cold. On 25 February, he was pronounced dead
of "natural causes," with local officials claiming it was heart failure. But family requests for
an autopsy were denied. His family is working
with the National Caucus of Black Lawyers to
fund an independent autopsy. Louis Farrakhan
of the Nation of Islam has offered to put up the
money for the autopsy.(1)
Chokwe Lumumba was a leading figure in
the struggle for the liberation of New Afrika
since the founding of the Provisional Government of the Republic of New Afrika in 1968. He
went on to launch and work with organizations
such as the New Afrikan Peoples' Organization
and the Malcolm X Grassroots Movement. As a
lawyer he fought many historic cases for New
...Continued from previous page

...Elevation

in proper modes of organization and the egotism that keeps us from filling certain necessary roles within the structure of organization,
the big problem here is expecting some simple
"cause and effect" in these fiascos. The idea that
the swine will react how we wish or expect is
absurd. The fact is, they have loads and loads
of training, protocol and on-call specialists to
deal with any situation we might launch against
them.
Here we're never going in with anything
close to a realistic understanding of the situation. We wage half-baked, disorganized, smallscope battles against an enemy that we're not
taking fully into account. What we need to be
doing is organizing a large-scale protracted war
with the realization that we are facing a ridiculously superior adversary.
If we're still griping about food, TVs, phones
and other luxuries, I dare say we have a very
long way to go before we'll be of the right mentality to launch any kind of successful campaign. In fact, I'd say that if you're a revolutionary existing in the eye of the imperialist storm
you really have no business looking at the fucking TV anyways.
In my situation, I've been struggling to come
up with an organizational model that can transcend the divisiveness created by all the gangs
to create one functional body of resistance.
Once I've got everything put together, from the
structure of board and body of the groups, down
to individual roles and a clear and educated
model of functionality complete with protocol
for deciding direction and strategy, then I, along
with a few of my cohorts here, will set out to put

Afrikan humyn rights in the United $tates. He
represented Assata Shakur, Tupac Shakur and
the Scott sisters, to name a few.

Many close to Lumumba are questioning his
sudden death, following his election in a state
with a long history of murdering New Afrikans.
In our report on his election, we questioned his
ability to build dual power in Mississippi in line
with the New Afrikan Liberation Movement
from within the city government.(see ULK 33)
We pointed out that true dual power must have
an independent base of force from which to defend itself. Only an independent autopsy can tell
whether this was a case of political assassination, brutally proving that very point. Whatever
the cause of death, it was quite untimely for such
a leading national liberation figure who just won
a major election. We will continue to watch the
developments in Jackson where young New Afrikans must prove themselves as determined as
Lumumba and so many others of his generation
who fought for socialism and national independence for New Afrika.(2) 
Notes:
1. Jackson, Miss. Mayor Chokwe Lumumba dead at
66, The Final Call, 5 March 2014.
2. For those interested, ask for MIM(Prisons)’s recent review of Sanyika Shakur's new book Stand Up,
Struggle Forward.

it into place. Once our machine is fully functional and each gear is spinning in unison with
the others, only then will I be willing to make
any sudden movements against my adversary.
As I said, if your mind is still on things like
food, phones, programs, yard and so on, then I
would suspect you haven't given yourself up to
revolution as much as is necessary to achieve
it. Maybe a lot of us don't have the fortitude of
mind to reach the level of dedication that some
of us have, but if you call yourself a revolutionary, it's not optional – you must sacrifice any
desire for luxury for the sake of progress. Food
only matters in so far as whether or not it keeps
you alive and functional. Programs only matter
in as much as the opportunities it affords you
to communicate with each other to familiarize
yourself with your environment.
I would strongly suggest that anyone who's
interested in truly shedding the weight of these
forces that are crushing you to stop focusing
on those lame inconveniences and start studying more practical concepts. And until you have
a full grasp of what your looking at, and until
you have a full grasp of what needs to be done
to destroy it, and until you have what you need
in place, keep your head low, keep your mouth
shut, keep your face in the books, and good
luck!
MIM(Prisons) adds: This comrade is relatively
new to working with MIM(Prisons), a fact that
we mention because we have a lot of unity and
we hope that s/he, like many others behind bars,
will come to look on United Struggle from
Within as the structure that fits with what's
needed to elevate our strategy and tactics in the
prisons. The organizational model that this pris-

Struggle After Older Leaders
are Transferred
by a Virginia prisoner
February 2014

As a young komrad here at Red Onion I've
had the privilege and blessing to run across
some sharp komrades who were right and exact
and were causing an uprising here. This wicked
imperialist system felt threatened by this vanguard uprising. They used divide and conquer
tactics to break the spirit of the lumpen who
were politically awakening, by shipping certain komrades out of state to stop this vanguard
movement.
United Political Prisoners Syndicate (UPPS)
is a lumpen study group. I'm striving to pick up
where the other komrades left off. The basis of
our agenda is to wake up the oppressed stalag*
prisoners in Dead Onion and throughout gulags
in Virginia. I believe we as prisoners have all
the power in our hands, but only if we move on
the same accord can we be successful. We can
employ tactics of hunger strikes, refusing to buy
commissary from Keefe, and stalags who do
some type of work all going on work strikes.
These three actions alone will have these pigs
in a serious bind until demands are met. UPPS
is striving to get all oppressed lumpen on this
accord. The masses always say stalags aren't going to go all the way. You can't worry about that
and let that deter you from the bigger picture
which is liberation for the people. We have the
opportunity to expose this corrupt imperialist
Dead Onion and Wally Ridge for what they are!
Like Bobby Seale said "Seize the Time," the
time is at hand. When you know and overstand
how the enemy thinks it puts you on guard and
helps you in the long haul. To know and learn
from history, helps dictate your future. All power to the people.
MIM(Prisons) responds: It is a long-standing
tactic of the prisons to move political leaders
around when they start organizing effectively in
one place. This is why it is so important that no
one individual takes on all the leadership or becomes a point of failure for the local movement.
We must constantly be educating new comrades, building new leadership, and delegating
tasks so that when our leaders are locked up in
control units or transferred out of state our local
Continued on page 4

oner discusses, to elevate above divisiveness, is
exactly what we too are striving to build, and
is one of the main goals of the USW-initiated
United Front for Peace in Prisons. We look forward to building with this comrade, through the
pages of Under Lock & Key and other independent institutions. Our Free Books to Prisoners
Program offers study packs on strategy, as well
as organizational structures, and many other important topics. Comrades who are interested in
this type of study should join a MIM(Prisons)led study group today.
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Fasting to Protest Keefe
Commissary in Virginia
by a Virginia prisoner
February 2014

A friend and I decided to observe a fast during the month of March because of the religious
holidays such as Lent. Some people abstain
from meat when they fast. Others won't eat anything during daylight hours. My friend and I decided to abstain from Keefe Commissary food
during March. Our fast is prompted by the lack
of economic justice and by the extortion of us by
Keefe Commissary.
Our captors neither provide basic items such
as deodorant, toothpaste, stamps, stationary,
etc., nor pay us wages to allow us to purchase
these items. So we are forced to ask our wimmin
for financial support. And we are taking money
from our wimmin when that money is also needed by our children.
But the united snakes is not satisfied by
sinking its fangs into our necks just once. No,
it strikes again by limiting our vendor to just
Keefe Commissary. And Keefe Commissary
sinks its own fangs into us by charging us exorbitant prices.
The united snakes bites us again by deducting 10-15% of all the money sent to us. Now
10% is supposedly for our "savings accounts"
and is to be returned to us "upon release from
prison." But in this settlement of Virginia, parole was abolished in July 1995. The prisoners
whose release dates exceed their life expectancy
(I know several men who cannot be released before the year 2300) still have 10% of all incoming money put into their "savings account."
It's very revealing that the Virginia Department of Corrections keeps the earned interest
on these so-called savings accounts. If those
accounts existed for the purpose of providing
the prisoners with spending money upon release
from prison (supposedly this will reduce recidivism), then wouldn't it be logical to also give the
prisoner the earned interest?
It's also quite telling that the pittance paid
for prison labor was cut from $10.50 per week
to $4.05 per week. Paying us less money means
our families send us more money which increases that 10% collected.
My friend and I came up with a list of these
injustices. I wrote the list and sent it to a prisoner advocacy group for forwarding to the Virginia
legislature. I included a letter stating we would
be abstaining from Keefe Commissary for the
month of March, and that the listed injustices
are the reasons for it.
A captive working for the captors gave information about a copy of this letter that could
be found in my friend's work desk. We are currently charged with "participating/encouraging
others... in group demonstration" because other
politically conscious prisoners have decided to
join us in our fast. Not sure how many as of yet.
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But according to Thornburg v. Abbot, 490
U.S. 401 (1989) the captors must have a penological interest in depriving prisoners of First
Amendment rights. A religious fast is an expression protected by the First Amendment and by
42 U.S.C. 2000 et seq. The captors must show
that our fasting is a threat to the security of the
slave pens. Won't it be very revealing if the captors claim capitalist profits from Keefe are essential to the security of these gulags?
Of course our captors know they can, and
most likely will, convict me of the offense even
though the law is clear. The imperialist injustice
system rarely grants punitive damages to a prisoner after the captors knowingly give a prisoner
a conviction for actions that are both constitutionally protected and permitted. Pigs snub their
snouts at the law without fear of repercussion.
I invite all prisoners in every gulag who read
MIM(Prisons) publications to participate in fasting from commissary purchases during March.
We can still eat from the prison slop trough. Decide which injustices you want addressed. Tell
your friends why you are fasting. Send a list of
injustices to the Chief Pig in Charge, your Governor, and report on your actions for Under Lock
& Key.
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Politicians

by a North Carolina prisoner

They say "America is the land of the free"
But what about the millions
of people who are just like me
Locked in a cage for petty crimes
Don't you see in this so called land of the
free
a dead president's face on a piece of
paper is worth more than you or me
And they say the U.S.A. is home of the brave
What's so brave about locking a
man in a cage
with nothing other than time
to bottle up his rage
There is some who are addicts
others who are mentally ill
And the answer to the problem
when society no longer wants us around
send us to a court so a judge can lay us
down
But that judge is no better than you or me
He's just as crooked as any other
politician you see
If you have the money he'll let you go free
But if you’re indigent the outcome is
the millions of people who are just like me 

Georgia Prisoners Standing Up Against Abuse Since February 9
by a Georgia prisoner
February 2014

On 9 February 2014, prisoners at the Georgia
Diagnostic and Classification State Prison Special Management Unit (SMU) lockdown began
another hunger strike to protest conditions. The
hunger strike is to address abusive conditions,
bugs being served in food repeatedly, sexual
harassment, sexual assaults, beatings by officers while in handcuffs, being thrown on strip
cells without food, feeding prisoners only 1500
calories daily when we are supposed to be given
2800 daily, refusing E-Wing yard call, refusing
access to law library, and staff trying to poison
prisoners. We are facing threats by staff that if
prisoners remain on hunger strike they will die
under their watch and it will be covered up.
Prisoners in the Georgia State Prison SMU
have had enough of the oppression and decided
to take a true stand to fight for our rights. Prisoners in the strike include many of the same prisoners from the 9 December 2010 and 11 June
2012 hunger strikes, and these prisoners are refusing to eat until conditions change.

On 25 January 2014, prisoners received
trays at the SMU lockdown with bugs in the
food. And after the bugs were pointed out by
the prisoners to staff, they were told that either
they eat the food or don't eat at all. Then when
the prisoners tried to keep the trays to show
the proof to the warden they were threatened
by the daytime Officer in Charge, that if they
didn't give up the trays he was going to suit up
with his Correctional Officers and gang rape the
prisoners. The prisoners still refused to give up
their trays and were threatened again the next
day: if they didn't give up the trays they were
going to be refused their tray meals for that day.
The prisoners had to go two days without eating
just to show the warden the bugs in their food.
And when the prisoners finally got a chance to
show the bugs in the food, the warden only replied that it's nothing but a little bit more meat
to add in their chili. This is not the first time that
bugs had been served in food, but nothing has
been done about this issue. Even though we file
grievances, we get nothing but denials.

These prisoners have even been beaten by
staff while in handcuffs. Nothing has been done
about these employees’ abusive actions. There
is a coverup by Warden Bruce Chatman, Deputy
Warden June Bishop, Warden of care and treatment William Poinel, Cpt. Micheal Nopen, Lt.
Michael J. Kyles, and even down to medical
staff Mary Tsore and mental health staff Mr.
Whitmoore.
Georgia prisoners are being denied access to
the law library as guaranteed by the Georgia and
U.S. law. Prisoners are only allowed two court
cases per week to be delivered at their door on a
Continued on next page..
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Fighting for Useful Legal Counsel in Arizona

by an Arizona prisoner
February 2014

The American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU) picked up my pending case challenging inadequate medical services and unconstitutional conditions of confinement in 2011. We're
expecting a trial date in 2015. We are attempting to force Arizona Department of Corrections (ADC) to change its policy and practice of
housing the mentally ill in isolation for extended
periods of time. State prison is extremely poor,
prisons are understaffed and riddled with security flaws. I am an adamant critic and am vocal
about its policies and practices, therefore the
administration has made my life here in prison
severely difficult.

tiers of appeals. I really had a hard time exhausting all my state remedies in the Arizona
State Courts. It took me almost eleven years to
figure out, but most recently I filed my first federal habeas corpus petition in Arizona Federal District Court. I am requesting that the
federal court appoint me a lawyer to investigate the possibility of state judicial corruption against the Tucson Police Department and
the Pima County Attorneys Office. Last week I
filed a Writ of Certiorari. This is a petition to
the United States's highest court; they only
address issues involving "Constitutional
magnitude." I'm asking them to resolve the
Constitutional question that was left open
in Martinez V. Ryan, 623 F. 3d 731,132S.
CT1309(1023) of:

I am also working on my criminal convictions. I've navigated myself through multiple

"Whether a defendant in a state criminal case has a federal Constitutional Right to

...Continued from previous page

piece of paper, and no books.

...Standing Up

Medical staff are refusing to take notice of
the hunger strike even though SOP VH47-0002
guarantees strikers health service.
The legal system refuses to respond, grievances are ignored or destroyed, and there is very
little that Georgia prisoners can do to fight for
their rights. Our only choice is to put our lives
in danger by refusing to eat, and plead for some
outside support.
MIM(Prisons) adds: The past few years have
seen a sharp increase in prisoners using food refusal as a tactic to demand some improvements
in conditions. Considering the powerlessness
of prisoners, and the complete failure that is
the grievance system in many states, it is not a
surprise that people feel their only option to demand basic rights is to starve themselves.
We print many reports on these strikes in
the pages of Under Lock & Key, and we know
this inspires others to learn of similar struggles
across the country. But we also encourage everyone to study these actions and learn from
their mistakes. In Illinois, prisoners were manipulated by the pigs to end their strike prematurely. In South Carolina lockdown coordination

problems ended their strike. In Nebraska prisoners failed to make clear demands and gained
nothing after a two day protest. Even in California where prisoner unity is remarkably high,
the response to the massive hunger strikes has
been little more than lip service and program
name changes.(see pp. 10 and 11) We must be
prepared for such lack of response from the state
with a long view of how to make change.
The underlying lesson in all of these struggles is the need for stronger education and organization before taking action. Greater unity will
be achieved through education, and organization will build a solid system of communication
and a strong and winnable list of demands. One
quick lesson for all: when sending information
to the media about your strike include something clear that people on the outside can do to
support you. It can be a number to call or place
to write to register their support.
UPDATE: We received a report from another
hunger striker saying there were about 9 people
participating. But as we go to press, it has been
weeks since we've received an update on this
campaign. One activist in Georgia has reported
difficulties in building a sustained support effort
on the outsidefor these prisoners who have
launched a series of hunger strikes in recent
years and faced brutal repression in return. 

Free Political Books

effective
Assistance
of Counsel at initial-review-collateralproceedings
specifically
with respect to his ineffective-assistance-oftrial-counsel-claim."
Because state law does not mandate Effective Assistance of Counsel during a convicted
criminal's Initial-Review Collateral Proceedings
(Ariz. R. Crim. P. Rule 32), I'm able to believe
that prisoners in Arizona are being discriminated against because they're indigent and cannot
afford effective counsel during their Initial-Review Collateral Proceedings. The United States
Supreme Court only takes 3% of the cases
filed each term, so the odds of them taking my
case is nil, but imagine if they did. WOW, this
would mean that a pro se litigant would have
molded the Law to conform to the needs of the
oppressed here at the very bottom of society's
heap. A person is only as big as his dreams.
Fortunately, it does not end there. A Section 1983 Civil Rights Action prohibits a state
from discriminating pursuant to the Fourteenth
Amendment to the United States Constitution,
which provides that:
"No state shall... deprive any person of
life, liberty, or property without due process
of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the Law."

Under Lock & Key is free to all prisoners. MIM(Prisons) also runs a Books for Prisoners Program through which we mail prisoners political theory and history books
and magazines in exchange for political work. Prisoners requesting books need to
tell us what work you want to do, or just send in the articles, artwork, poetry, report
on a study group you formed, etc. For many prisoners, the easiest way to start is by
becoming a ULK Field Correspondent (see page 12). When requesting books it is
best to ask for general topic areas and let us send you whatever we have on hand.

The clause is "a direction that all persons
similarly situated should be treated alike."(City
of Cleburne V. Cleburne Living ctr, 4730 U.S.
432,439 (1985))

Our Books for Prisoners Program relies on donations of books and money. If you
have any contacts on the outside who can donate to our program, or who can hook
us up with dictionaries, Mao or Lenin, or other political books, please tell them to
contact us at the address on page 1.

I am determined to build a strong campaign
to gain Injunctive Relief in a class action seeking
to remedy the Sixth and Fourteenth Amendment
violations caused by Arizona Rules of Criminal
Continued on next page...
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Educational Repression and Censorship a Tool of the Ruling Class
by a Crown Prince of Black Order Revolutionary Organization
February 2014

Understanding the historical foundations
that imperialism rests upon, it's not surprising
that the Bureau of Prisons (BOP) has moved to
censor MIM material at United States Prison
(High-SMU) Florence, Colorado.
As a New Afrikan, and a native indigenous
warrior, I strove to show a qualitative form of
unity by creating a social-political educational
study class with MIM material. However, in a
classic predictable anti-social way the BOP censored our materials. By the will to outlast our
captors we remain committed and courageous
as we strive to expand our political awareness
and sharpen our mental tools.
As we study European expansionism, conquest and imperialism we find that their art of
...Continued from previous page ...Legal

Counsel

Procedure Rule 32's past and continuing operations. Our actions, even if successful, will not
demonstrate the invalidity of [our conviction or
sentence], therefore Section 1983 Class Action
is the proper vehicle.(Wilkinson v. Dotson, 544
U.S. 74,82 (2005).)
If you feel you were denied Effective Assistance of trial council, and a Fourteenth Amendment right to effective assistance of Appeals
Counsel for your Initial-Review Collateral
Proceedings because either you did not have an
attorney during your first Rule 32, or your Arizona R. Crim. P Rule 32 Lawyer was ineffective
for failing to investigate Trial Counsel claims
and/or other substantial right claims during trial,
it would be important to draft out a notarized
affidavit outlining the facts in your specific case
and send them to the addresses below. If we're
able to gain enough affidavits, then we could
proceed to present these facts to a federal district court asking them to appoint class counsel
and certify our case as a class action. All we can
do is try! In Strength and Solidarity, Revolution!

politics easily turns into their art of war. By
tracking the footprints of history we find the first
thing to be seized, controlled and destroyed by
European settlers and conquerors is the cultural,
political and educational facilities and institutions of those conquered.
By studying the mechanics of imperialistic
conquest, we find that to effectively colonize a
people the colonial system must thoroughly entrench itself inside the minds of that subjected
people. Thus, the educational system of that
people must be replaced, and repressed with an
anti-social educational system that reinforces a
system of slavocracy.
The masters of the means of production fear
a people armed with the social weapon of political education, because true liberation education
is the well of hope and power that directs and
harnesses the humanism of humanity. Education
for the colonized is not static nor does it exist

remedy them to the advantage of the most oppressed in this country. We encourage comrades
in Arizona to participate in this effort to provide
more legal support to prisoners in the state (at
least on paper).
And we must remember that our struggle
cannot stop there. While a successful habeas
corpus case may help a prisoner to be released,
a release is only as valuable as what you do with
your time when you've made it outside. A recently released comrade wrote of the challenges
s/he will face after h parole, and the difficultes
s/he will have in carrying out political work,
even though s/he is supposedly now "free."(see
ULK 36) The trend toward individualism of
general legal counsel is one reason why the
MIM(Prisons)-led Prisoners' Legal Clinic only
works on issues directly related to expanding our ability to organize, educate, and build
toward an end to illegitimate imprisonment altogether (i.e. communist society). We believe
people should fight for their release, but that
they also should struggle for the release of the
world's majority from the chains of imperialism.

MIM(Prisons) adds: Please note to not send
your affidavits to MIM(Prisons). We do not
have the resources to copy and mail your affidavits to the addresses listed above.

Related to the topic of carefully selecting our
battles, we have written extensively on the limitations of focusing on fighting housing mentally
ill prisoners in long-term isolation.(1) Some
shortcomings of this strategy are legitimization
of long-term isolation for not-yet-mentally-ill
prisoners, and the fact that long-term isolation
leads to mental illness in prisoners even if they
entered isolation with sound mind and body. Of
course we agree with the principle that mentally
ill prisoners should not be housed in long-term
isolation. But we take it further to say that no
prisoners should be housed in long-term isolation, and we see no value in selling out some
comrades on this issue in order to save others;
eventually everyone held in long-term isolation
will suffer mental illness. Abolish the SHU! 

We commend this comrade on discovering
loopholes in the legal system and attempting to

Note: See Under Lock & Key issue 15 for much more
on our take on mental health in the U.$. prison environment.

Send your notarized affidavits to:
Arizona Prison Watch
P.O. Box 20494
PHX, AZ 85036
Middle Ground Prison Reform
139 E Encanto Drive
Tempe, AZ 85281
Arizona Justice Project
P.O. Box 875920
Tempe, AZ 85287-5930

on a one dimensional level that's academic in
nature. Political, social and cultural education is
forever in motion working in a dialectical relationship with materialism. Education is the catalyst for the process of decolonization.
Our brother Frantz Fanon noted: "Decolonization is the veritable creation of new men.
But this creation owes nothing of its legitimacy
to any supernatural power, the 'thing' which
has been colonized becomes 'man' during the
same process it frees itself..." Thru correct political and social education the "things" (i.e. the
nigga, the pimp, the social parasite, the whore,
the agent of fratricide and natural genocide, the
gangster, the dope fiend, dope pusha, and every
other reactionary element in our community)
become true healers of humanity by finding a
new sense of humanity within themselves. This
is the powerful potential of education.
In Amerikkka it was a crime in the 1700s and
1800s for a slave to be able to read. We hung
like strange fruit from trees for just picking up
a book. This pervasive ignorance was a sturdy
bolt in maintaining the system of chattel slavery, and we find the same system and pervasive
ignorance in place today. So for a system that is
bent on maintaining the present order of things
it becomes a criminal act to possess and process any material that would induce a neo-colonial slave to bend these bars back, break these
chains, challenge our minds, find our humanism
and take our freedom. The class enemy understands that in the right hands, in the right minds,
education would be a dangerous tool. It would
become an anti-imperialist weapon of mass destruction and mass liberation at the same time.
It would compel the "thing" to become "man",
break the chains and rise up and slit the throat of
those who presently pull the levers of control.
Our captors work overtime to repress any
tendency of the birth of new age Malcolm Xs
and George Jacksons. They understand that
these jails and prisons are our universities and
finishing schools. They know and understand
there is a living contradiction between the rulContinued on page 14...

On “Objective” Reporting
Under Lock & Key relies on our comrades
behind bars to report on conditions and
events inside prisons. We track the history and reliability of our writers and,
when possible, we double check facts
in the articles. But there will always be
some facts we cannot verify before printing. Our readers are encouraged to let us
know if they have information that contradicts what they see in Under Lock &
Key. Yet, recognize that no matter how
much the bourgeoisie tries to pretend,
reporting is never completely objective or
devoid of political content. MIM(Prisons)
will always report from the perspective
of the international proletariat and on
the issues that best serve their interests.
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Prisoners' Lawsuit Makes Progress in NC Struggle Against Abuse Pelican Bay SHU Update,
by a North Carolina prisoner
January 2014

I would like to update my article “NC Prisoners take 23 to Court over Assaults” in ULK
33. Our lawsuit against guard assaults on prisoners has gained attention and helped us win
some protections. The pigs in Raleigh were ordered to install eleven new cameras and extra
equipment to double storage capacity, set up a
new policy to investigate assaults, and the court
hired an expert to go into the prison to inspect it
to see if blind spots are covered and other areas
have been corrected. They have also replaced
the entire unit staff.
We are now in discovery since the judge refused to throw out the prisoner beatings lawsuit.
This case is getting some press, and the Herald
Sun reported: "The judge made a not so veiled
reference to the practice of punishing inmates
by locking them up in dim solitary units." The
judge said "your case is about sunlight where
you claim there were systematic violations" to
the lawyers for the prisoners. "What we need to
do with this lawsuit is not bury it in a deep, dark
hole and proceed with discovery."(1)
So one damn thing for sure we got a judge
on our side. The same way they have taken from
us (a little at a time) we all can do the same to
them. It's just a matter of team work.

Some Censorship Reprieve
by an Illinois prisoner
January 2014

Revolutionary Greetings!
On 21 May 2013 I filed a Section 1983 Civil
Suit against Illinois Department of Corrections
employees S. Rhone-Plaskett (Counselor), A.
Winemiller (Correctional Officer), Jackie Miller
(Administrative Review Board Representative),
and Grievance Officer (John Doe) for the unconstitutional banning of the November/December
2012 No. 29 issue of Under Lock & Key (ULK).
This lawsuit is the second one that I have
filed concerning the bogus banning of ULK and
I expect to file many more in the future. This
lawsuit is based on the grounds that the Defendants cannot substantiate the banning of ULK
and that the banning of ULK violates my Constitutional Rights to:
 Receive and own reading material;
 Have freedom of speech; and
 Have freedom of political expression.

MIM(Prisons) adds: This is a good example of
a winnable court battle that will result in some
improvements in safety for prisoners. But it
will not stop the inhumane abuse that continues
throughout prisons in North Carolina. This is an
ongoing contradiction of our fight against the
criminal injustice system at this stage: we take
on reformist battles to try to improve the conditions under which our comrades suffer, but we
know that these reforms offer no more than minor adjustments to a system that is based on the
oppression and suffering of those locked within.

It is ironic that the prisoners in North Carolina have to go to court to fight for their own
safety within prison, while the state's justification for every repressive act is "safety" (including North Carolina's excuse for censoring Under Lock & Key for over three years straight).
This exposes the reality of the criminal injustice
system: a brutal tool of social control that endangers the safety of all who are captured in its
broad nets. We need to take advantage of reform
battles like this one, both to gain some breathing room for our comrades and to educate others and build unity. We can't end the abuse until
we eliminate the criminal injustice system, but
these reformist battles are important steps along
the way in our ultimate fight against imperialism as a whole. 
Notes: The Herald Sun November 15, 2013.

1983s, I was allowed to have the March/April
2013 No. 31 issue of ULK, the first issue of ULK
that I have received since November 2011. So
keep your heads high and your hearts strong as
we continue to fight the phenomenon of censorship. It is just another contradiction facilitated
by the proletariat/bourgeois contradiction.
MIM(Prisons) responds: Some comrades in Illinois have been permitted to receive ULK without censorship, after much work on their end to
defend their rights. In other facilities, it is still
banned. Specifically, at Sheridan, Menard, Stateville, and Lawrence Correctional Centers, ULK
is being censorsed for any reason from "banned
in facility" (Stateville) to "promotes unauthorized organization activity" (Menard). Still, we
are being banned without notice to publisher or
prisoner (Lawrence) and mailroom employees
at Sheridan inconsistently enforce a policy that
labels are not permitted on mail pieces; we have
yet to see this policy in writing in any official
format.

Any material or support you can offer that
would aid me in my battle against censorship
in Illinois would be greatly appreciated. Specifically, I would count it a blessing if you would
comb through your archives and send me anything you have regarding censorship of ULK
in Illinois, especially the November/December
2012 No. 29 issue of ULK.

Several prisoners in Illinois have stepped up
to help out with the censorship battle in their
state. We recently began engaging with these
volunteers on an organized basis to help push
this battle to a head. We need prisoners who are
facing censorship to fight out their persynal censorship battles, like the author of this article has
done. MIM(Prisons) and the Prisoners' Legal
Clinic volunteers can assist, but we can't fight
the battle for you.

Filing lawsuits does work! Because of the
pressure I have been applying by filing Section

The author of this article is correct that occasionally we will make gains, and expand space,

Small Progress
by a California prisoner
March 2014

I want to give you some updates on some
new developments around here. In the last
couple of months here in the PBSP SHU we are
now being given more privileges. We are now
allowed 3 hour visits and the items/property that
we may buy and possess was expanded so that
we can now have 40 pictures, up from the previous allowed 15 pictures, we can have a bowl and
cup, slippers/houseshoes, jalapeños, hot sauce,
2 pairs of sweats and thermals and two appliances, and others have already received a CD
player/tape player for the radio. So it just goes
to show that there was no reason to deny us such
things in the first place.
Also, on 11 February 2014 Assembly Member Tom Ammiano introduced Assembly Bill
No. 1652, which if passed and signed into law
would limit the time validated inmates would
spend in the SHU solely based on validation status to 36 months. It would also allow validated
prisoners to earn and receive good time credits
again. Write to: Legislative Bill Room, State
Capitol, Room B22, Sacramento, CA 95814,
and request a copy of the bill, or have someone
on the outside go to www.leginfo.ca.gov.
Lastly, a new favorable validation case came
out last year: In RE Cabrera, 216 CAL. APP.
4th 1522 C CAL. APP. 5th Dist. 2013. There's
some good news but let's not get comfortable
as we have a long way to go to abolish solitary
confinement. Getting Assembly Bill No. 1652
passed would be a big step in the right direction,
so get involved in any way you can and spread
the word.
MIM(Prisons) adds: We've said before that
you can't reform torture. California Assembly
Bill No. 1652 would certainly improve individuals' lives by shortening the length of torture
they face. But the state will still be terrorizing
prisoners with the threat of 3 years in isolation
for talking to people the state doesn't like or
sporting a tattoo they find offensive or being a
member of an organization they are opposed to.
Continued on next page...

for revolutionary organizing. We can use the legal system to make small reforms that make our
job easier; for example, defending the right to
receive revolutionary newsletters. But we don't
expect to be free of all censorship, as it is a manifestation of the battle between the bourgeoisie
and the proletariat; it is a manifestation of the
battle between the Amerikan oppressor nation,
and the oppressed internal semi-colonies. We
use the administrative procedures and courts
when we can, but ultimately we know we can't
rid ourselves of censorship, or any other social
ill, unless we resolve the root problem: oppression of the proletariat by the bourgeoisie, and
oppression of the internal semi-colonies by the
Amerikan nation. We can only make this sweeping change by throwing out the entire capitalist
imperialist system itself. 
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Leaked Document on CDCR Step Down Program Exposes Brainwash Techniques
by a comrade of United Struggle from Within
February 2014

I wanted to write a few words concerning
the new step down program that the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) has begun to implement. There
is nothing new about this brainwash program
because brainwash kamps are tools learned
in the "School of the Americas" (aka Western
Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation), which was founded in 1946. Brainwash
kamps were unleashed on the Vietnamese by
the French, on Jews and communists by the
German Nazis before the gas, and the Koreans
tasted these kamps by their Japanese colonizers.
In fact, all colonized people experience some
form of brainwashing by the oppressor. Security
Housing Unit (SHU) prisons are examples of
U.$. imperialism following this tradition.
First we should keep in mind that many
folks captured in these SHUs are not guilty of
what they are accused of. So long as information is extracted via torture, i.e. years of solitary confinement, then false information will be
provided to the torturers. It is a fact that some
humyn beings will say or do anything to stop the
torture, and as a result many prisoners will be
subjected to torture for false accusations.
We happened to get our hands on one of the
journals that are used in the step down program.
A guard slid one of them into our pod by "accident" and as you could imagine it was heavily
scrutinized.
This brainwash manual has quotes of nameless supposed prisoners sprinkled throughout
saying things to the effect that the supposed
... Continued from previous page

...PBSP SHU

The In RE Cabrera on Habeas Corpus case
may make it a little harder for the CDCR to torture people for just a tattoo as it requires that
one piece of evidence used to label a prisoner
a Security Threat Group member must prove a
two-way relationship between the prisoner and
the group. Still, the process of "validation" using secret evidence remains in place making it
hard for SHU prisoners to even know if this case
applies to them.
In other California legal news, the hearing to
adopt the new Security Threat Group program
permantly will occur on 3 April 2014. We've
printed critiques of the program, which has already been enacted as a pilot program for some
time, in previous issues of ULK.
As this comrade says, we still have a long
way to go to abolish solitary confinement. But
the progress in terms of organizing and building
an opposition to this blatant torture and social
control shows that the oppressed will not put up
with this forever. Once a symbol of the state's
strength over the oppressed, the torture kkkamps
across the United $tates are becoming a point
of weakness that exposes its oppressive nature
while rallying resistance to its repression.

prisoner once blamed the system or other elements but has now realized it was her/his own
fault. Each page has the following words on the
bottom, "It is illegal to duplicate this page in any
manner."

What they are doing is wrong and rather than
take them off the hook by falsely admitting to
criminal behavior I will refuse their brainwash
program and continue to publicize this torture
and agitate for resistance in these death kamps!

The supposed purpose of this program is
for prisoners to work their way out of the SHU.
This will supposedly be done to allow prisoners a way, outside of informing on people, to
get back to the general population. What they
don't tell you is that you will have to now go
through their brainwash course. Even then they
can deny you if they feel you are not sincere.
But my question is, why do I have to undergo a
deprogramming when I am the torture survivor?
Why shouldn't my torturer have to take classes
on why it's wrong to torture?

MIM(Prisons) adds: This comrade asks a good
question as to why it is not the torturer who has
to take classes to help them understand that
what they did was wrong. Of course there is a
class character to every justice system, and in
the United $tates we have a bourgeois state.
When there was a proletarian-led state in China
it was the torturers, landlords and spies for the
imperialists that underwent re-education in what
might be called a brainwashing program by the
imperialists. The difference in the class character of the Chinese prison system and the Amerikan one is that those deemed criminals were put
in communal living situations, where they had
to learn to live and work together with others,
where they were given reading materials, and
required to study. So while the ultimate goal
of getting the criminals to recognize that what
they did was wrong was similar, this was done
through group study and struggle, rather than
long-term isolation and torture as is common for
the oppressed languishing in U.$. prisons.

In the "journal," each page asks questions,
such as for the reader to list wrongdoings you
have done and then asks what caused you to
make these choices. Examples are given of different crimes the supposed prisoner committed.
They then ask for pros and cons of crimes one
committed and one is even asked if you feel sly
or manipulative when you deceive people.
All these questions are asked in a way that
implicates you and attempts to blame you for
not just being in prison but in SHU as well. At
no time is the possibilty even hinted of someone being in SHU for false allegations. There
are lists of good habits and "criminal" behavior.
But good habits like "caring" or "responsibility"
are what we already showed in the strikes, and
"criminal" behavior listed like "dishonesty" or
"irresponsibility" is exactly what the state has
done. Yet this brainwash journal wants us to say
we are criminal if we want to advance in this deprogramming or de-revolutionizing program.
There is no way I will even act or role play with
my torturers just to go to general population.

We do not oppose re-education as we are
all products of our environment. Even in U.$.
prisons, many of the oppressed locked up have
committed (relatively minor) crimes as they
emulate the values of the bourgeoisie. What we
do oppose is torture, wasting of humyn lives,
and a justice system that prioritizes profits over
humyn life. 
Note: for more on the re-eduation programs in Chinese prisons check out “Prisoners of Liberation”
by Amerikan students Allyn and Adele Rickett or the
autobiography of the last Emperor of Manchuria, Pu
Yi, “From Emperor to Citizen.”

Documents Reveal Imperialist Spies Online Attacks on Activists

by Soso of MIM(Prisons)
March 2014

Newly released information about the British GCHQ and Amerikan NSA expose the agencies’ work to manipulate and undermine online
individuals and organizations. In addition to the
monitoring of online activity, email, and phone
calls, the government tactics include Denial of
Service attacks to shut down websites, releasing viruses to destroy computers, traps to lure
people into compromising situations using sex,
and release of false information to destroy reputations.
Previous Snowden documents revealed
widespread spying by U.$ and British government agencies. These new documents confirm
what we've said for years: the government has
a long running infiltration and misinformation
campaign to disrupt and manipulate individuals
and groups they see as dangerous. This is particularly focused on political activists.
The online attacks were detailed in a 2012

presentation from the British Joint Threat Research Intelligence Group (JTRIG) presented
to the U.$, Australian, Canadian and New
Zealand intelligence agencies. The slides describe this "Cyber Offensive" as "Pushing the
Boundaries and Action Against Hacktivism."
Essentially this is a way to attack people who
are not charged with any crimes but are seen as
somehow dangerous, generally because of their
political protests.
One of the tactics, called false flag operations, involves posting material online that is
falsely attributed to someone, and includes
"write a blog purporting to be one of their victims", "email/text their colleagues, neighbours,
friends etc," and "change their photos on social
networking sites." This is a continuation of
the COINTELPRO work of the Amerikan spy
agencies targeting activist organizations in the
1960s, moved online for faster and more efficient attacks on enemies of the government.
Those who have studied the Black Panther Party
know about the government-led infiltratration
Continued on page 14...
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Under Lock & Key is the main organizing tool of United
Struggle from Within (USW). This page details some of the
active campaigns that USW is involved in. Those who want
to push the revolutionary struggle forward from behind bars
should get involved in USW by working on these campaigns,
or initiating their own.
DAy oF PeACe AND SolIDARITy

In remembrance of the Attica uprising of 1971, start organizing now with
people in your facility for the third annual day of peace and solidarity on
September 9, 2014. From midnight to midnight, prisoners are encouraged
to fast and spend the entire day networking and organizing for long-term
peace between prisoners, based on the principles of the United Front for
Peace in Prisons (see the principles on p.2).

SPReAD UNDER LOCK & KEY

The most basic task someone can do for USW is get people to subscribe
to Under Lock & Key. It is free for prisoners! If you know someone who
likes this newsletter, have them write to get their own subscription. People
are moved all the time and it’s better to get in contact when our address is
available than to lose your one contact who got it. It is also helpful if you
ask other prison publications to run free ads or plugs for Under Lock & Key
and MIM(Prisons)’s Free Political Books for Prisoners Program.

Spread Unlock the Box DVD - Let your contacts on the outside know
about this important 2 hour documentary on long-term isolation cells
and the struggle to abolish them. Send them to the website:
www.abolishcontrolunits.org/movie

We DeMAND oUR GRIeVANCeS ARe ADDReSSeD

If you are experiencing any problems with your grievance process, such as
delays or unanswered grievances, you should join this campaign. Petitions
are available for Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Montana, Nevada, North Carolina, oregon, oklahoma, and Texas. Write in to get the
petition for your state. If your prison’s policies allow, give stamps or envelopes to your comrades inside to mail out the petition. If you can’t make your
own copies, then tell us why and we can send you extras. Remember, you
need to send them out to the administrators and politicians listed yourself.
MIM(Prisons) doesn’t have the resources to mail out your petitions for you.
Spread This Campaign - If your state is not currently covered by the grievance campaign, but you are experiencing a similar problem, volunteer to
rewrite the petition to work for your state.

eXPAND STUDy GRoUPS

Form a study group in your prison. To start, you can simply discuss this
issue of Under Lock & Key. Choose what to study next based on what concepts stump you in this issue. Send us periodic reports on what you have
been studying, and we will send you plenty of literature to delve into. We
can also help get the reading materials through the mail to your comrades
if needed. As you study, you can compile study questions to create a
study pack for future groups who want to study the same material. MIM(Prisons) runs Maoist study groups, but an in-persyn
group may be better for those whose mail from us is being
censored, or to reach people who wouldn’t join our group.

FIGhT CeNSoRShIP

Comrades in Illinois and North Carolina have stepped up to help
fight the ban on MIM literature that is ongoing at several facilities in
these states. Subscribers should be sure to tell us what mail you’re
getting, and not, from us!
Everyone should send MIM(Prisons) copies of your censorship documents for denied issues of Under Lock & Key and other mail from MIM
Distributors. Also, always file grievances and appeals for your censored
mail.

BeCoMe A ULK FIelD CoRReSPoNDeNT

If you’ve written us a letter, then you have all the skills you need to become a

ULK Field Correspondent. When reporting on conditions, details are good,
but keep it short. Not only does someone have to type your article, but
remember that it is not your one report that’s gonna make a difference; it is
the accumulation of reporting from across the country and the connections
we make between those struggles. So leave room for others to tell their
stories, which strengthens your own.
For the print version of ULK, we look for news and articles with theoretical
and anti-imperialist content. We also want to feature articles that show how
people have organized against these conditions, and not just document
them. MIM(Prisons) offers resources and opportunities to help you develop
as a writer, including a Writing Guide and, for those who complete some of
our study courses and become regular contributors to ULK, a ULK Writing
Group. So get started today.
Many prisoners write about the horrible things happening to them with the
mindset that once the outside world finds out, their problems will be over
and the perpetrators punished. This expectation is a myth, but it is still
important to report on conditions through ULK.
Due to space restrictions, many of the reports we get don’t make it into
ULK. Instead they are available on our website, which serves as an archive
tracking the behavior of prison staff over years. This is part of our scientific
method, collecting empirical data in the field. When you complain about
some pig throwing your mail in the trash and people don’t listen because
they think it was probably just an accident, we have documentation of hundreds of “accidents” by the same staff, proving that it was no accident at all.
Your reports back up others’ reports.

UPDATe CoNTRol UNITS STATISTICS

Control units are used as a tool of political repression to alienate and torture anyone who works for change from within prisons.
Control units can be generally described as: Permanently designated prisons, or cells in prisons, that lock prisoners in solitary confinement for 22 or
more hours a day with no congregate dining, exercise or other services,
and virtually no programs for prisoners. Prisoners are placed in control
units for extended periods of time.
Research - We have the most complete data on control units available at
www.abolishcontrolunits.org. Much of this data came directly from prisoners themselves. Help keep it updated by writing to MIM(Prisons) at the
address on page 1 to get a survey for your state.

TeXAS ReSTRICTIoN To 5 INDIGeNT leTTeRS / MoNTh

Texas recently revised their Correspondence Rules to restrict indigent
prisoners to only 5 letters per month. A Prisoners’ Legal Clinic contributor
submitted a letter and a sample Step 1 Grievance Form for Texas prisoners
to use to protest the restriction on indigent mail. See page 13 for more info.

FUNDING NeeDeD To eXPAND UlK

Donations to MIM(Prisons) go straight into our work to build the anti-imperialist movement behinds bars. If you want to send in regular donations,
sign up to be a ULK Sustainer. We’ll send you reminders when your pledge
is due, and give you first priority for literature requests. Each copy of ULK
costs about $1 to print and mail. To cover the cost of your issue and one
more, that’s $2 per issue or $12 per year. You can pay at each issue, or all
up front. Just tell us how much you want to pledge and we’ll send you more
info. ULK Sustainer donations all go toward adding more content to ULK.
IMPORTANT: We can no longer accept checks or money orders made
out to “MIM Distributors.” Becoming a ULK Sustainer is the best option
for those who can only donate by check or money order. When it is
time to send in your pledge by check, we will send you instructions
on how to do that. If you want to send a one-time check, let us
know first.

In ULK 36 we were able to add 4 pages of bonus
content, funded by prisoner donations. We need to
raise at least $140 more to print another bonus issue of
ULK. Fill the fist and get another four pages of content!
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Texas Prisoners Fight Injustice on Multiple Fronts
Appealing the $100 Medical Co-Pay

Restrictions on Indigent Correspondence Campaign Update

The Texa$ Legislature cut $60 million
from the Texas Department of Criminal Justice
(TDCJ) budget for 2012 and raised the medical
co-pay from $3 per visit to $100 per year. They
had the unrealistic expectation of collecting up
to $15 million from the prisoners [see Prison
Legal News. Oct 2012 p. 42]. As all of us have
noticed, the TDCJ also enacted other corner cutting measures to save pennies. These include:
cutting back on legal books at the law library,
reducing education and rehabilitation programs,
serving two meals on the weekend and dessert
once a week, restricting indigent correspondence to 5 letters a month, banning freeworld
stationary (so you must buy it from the commissary), and reducing the number of staff. The
idea was to reduce expenses that would help
Texa$ manage its massive budget shortfall.

Prisoners in Texas have been fighting the
recently enacted restrictions on indigent correspondence which restricts indigent prisoners
to 5 one-ounce domestic letters per month. As
we've explained in ULK 36, this is an attack on
the growing number of revolutionary voices in
Texas speaking out to expose the barbaric treatment and inhumane conditions. This campaign
is an important battle to ensure the voices of
Texas prisoners can be heard. Limits on correspondance mean we will be unable to get regular reports of abuses behind bars, and unable
to maintain study and communication with politically active comrades. We must continue the
pressure and demand more than just form letters
and dismissals to our protests.

by USW18 of United Struggle from Within
March 2014

This guide is about appealing the $100 medical co-pay in Texa$. It presents all the Co-Pay
Exemptions that can be used to get your money
back. We want to keep our very limited funds
out of the hands of the TDCJ so that we can use
it for more important purposes. Specifically, you
are encouraged to spend any money you recover
on educating and organizing others. Send a donation to Under Lock & Key to expand the pages
in this valuable resource, create study groups
and make copies of literature to study, copy and
distribute grievance petitions to fight the corrupt
grievance process and to end the limit on indigent correspondence, or buy stamps and envelopes for indigent prisoners who can't buy for
themselves. There are a lot of things we need
to be doing with our limited funds, so we fight
to keep this money from being appropriated by
the state.
It is rather simple to appeal the medical
co-pay. Get a Step One Grievance (I-127) and
explain on it why you are exempt. If your Step
One is denied, follow through with the same
argument in a Step Two (I-128). You will be
surprised at how often the Appeal is granted.
The issue is that most medical departments
systematically charge everyone the co-pay out
of hope you are ignorant about the exemptions
and fail to appeal it. They get away with this
because there is no confirmation necessary for
them to charge you (compared to commissary
purchases, receiving legal mail, sending indigent correspondence - all need your confirmation - but not the medical co-pay). Here is a brief
example: Co-pay is not to be assessed for any
prisoner receiving a clipper shave pass as they
have been diagnosed with a chronic and permanent dermatologic condition - "pseudofolliculitis barbae." Diabetic prisoners who receive foot
care, specifically toe nail trimming, as part of
their chronic care treatment plan are not to be
assessed a co-pay fee either.
The medical co-pay regulation can be found
at Texas Government Code 501-063. The Administrative Director for it in TDCJ is AD 06-

by USW18 and MIM(Prisons)
March 2014

One comrade created a grievance that prisoners can file and a list of people to contact to
demand this policy be changed. We are now
getting reports of responses to these grievances.
And as usual, the prisons are just giving us the
run-around.
One prisoner got a response to his grievance
stating: "TDCJ as an Agency revised Board
Policy 03.91 in August of 2013 affecting indigent mail. Those decisions are not made at the
Unit level, merely enforced. No further action
warrented."(sic)
Further, several prisoners have received
form letters from the TDCJ Ombudsman's Office telling them that the Ombudsman will not
be responding and they should contact the "appropriate unit staff" instead. "Issues regarding
unit operations, disciplinary disputes, property
issues, mail or any other matter relating to conditions of care or supervision may be formally
addressed through the Offender Grievance Procedure..."
When a prisoner writes the TDCJ Executive Director it will always be forwarded to the
Ombudsman. They (Ombud) will always reply
that they do not respond to prisoner complaints
and that the grievance procedures should be
followed. It's a "closed loop" to prisoners. The
Ombudsman's Office says prisoners must take
up this issue via a grievance. And the unit staff
respond to prisoners' grievances saying they can
not address this issue because it is a state-wide
policy.
08. In relevant part, the Co-payment Determinations and Exemptions are found in Section III.
The full version of this guide, which includes all the reasons you can get an exemption,
is available from MIM(Prisons). If you are a
good grievance writer, then help those who may
not feel as confident. And be sure to encourage
everyone to make good use of the money they
win through these grievances. It is not enough
to just keep $100 out of the hands of the TDCJ.

The original campaign urged people to contact a variety of TDCJ leaders and Texas politicians. To date we have no reports of any response
from them. The Call to Action MIM(Prisons)
sent to subscribers in Texas, which included
the contacts, were primarily for our family and
friends to put pressure on authorities so that
our grievances are more effective (our families
should contact the Executive Director and Ombudsman to file an official complaint about the
policy change).
We not only need to file grievances but also
strongly encourage our freeworld friends and
family to contact those on the Call to Action
to put a lot of pressure on the Texas Board of
Criminal Justice to repeal the policy.
We received a report from another prisoner
on this same issue:
Comrades in Texas, do not send your petitions to the Executive Director or Central
Grievance office because they are not working in our favor. They only forward the petitions to departments that don't address these
issues, who contacted me and said "address
this grievance related issues on a unit level
with the grievance investigators."
We on the Polunsky plantations are sending our petitions to: ARRM Division, Administrator, PO Box 99, Huntsville, TX 773420099. I suggest that all Texas prisoners do
the same so that we will be in solidarity. Let's
flood their office with our complaints. If this
doesn't work we will flood the DOJ in Washington, DC. Let's work in solidarity!
We agree with these comrades' recommendations that prisoners focus sending their grievances to somewhere other than the Executive
Director. We suggest the following addresses:
ARRM Division, Administrator
PO Box 99
Huntsville, TX 77342-0099
Senator John Whitmire
PO Box 12068, Capitol Station
Austin, TX 78711
Oliver Bell, Chairman
Texas Board of Criminal Justice
PO Box 13084
Austin, TX 78711-3084
We also now have a sample Step 2 grievance
available to those who had their Step 1 on this
issue rejected. Write to us if you need a copy.

If that money is spent on unnecessary canteen
purchases or on drugs or services that are bad
for your health and/or a waste of money, you
haven't actually accomplished anything. Spend
this money on meaningful work to fight the
criminal injustice system. Even a small donation
can help with the education of others and the expansion of our work, and $100 can do a lot! Get
in touch with MIM(Prisons) to make a donation
or for more information about educating and organizing in Texas prisons and beyond.
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Maoist Internationalist Ministry of Prisons
...Spy Attacks

and misleadership, false letters sent to disrupt
internal communication and create divisions,
and many other tactics used to imprison and
destroy the most advanced and effective revolutionary organization of its time. Maoism is just
as dangerous to the U.$. government today as
it was in the 1960s, and just as our organizing
work has advanced, their COINTELPRO work
has also advanced.
It is right for our readers to ask, as one reader
did in 2012, "I am concerned you have been already infiltrated or you're a CIA front organization claiming revolutionary organizing." We
should question all individuals and organizations in this way, and judge them by their actions. You can't just take someone's word that
they are a revolutionary; their political line and
actions must be correct. And even then, there is
no reason to give out more information about
yourself than absolutely necessary. As we outlined in our article “Self-Defense and Secure
Communications,” we can make the government's job much more difficult by taking some
basic security precautions in our work.
These latest Snowden revelations remind
us of the struggle of the Maoist Internationalist Party - Amerika (the vanguard party of the
Maoist Internationalist Movement in the United $tates in the 1980s to 2000s) which had its
information hosted on the etext.org website.
Throughout their decades of work they often
encountered forces on the internet that they
characterized as cops based on their politics
and behavior. This goes much deeper than our
warnings against using corporate online social
networks for organizing work. It requires a con-

tinued study of politics in order to guard against
online pigs who will often outnumber the proletariat forces in that forum. Without a continued
study and application of politics in such work,
people quickly degenerate into nihilism because
they are unable to trust anyone they interact with
online. An unwillingness to engage in scientific
skepticism will often lead to such nihilism and/
or a degeneration to doing work that does not
threaten imperialism to avoid these struggles.
Before MIP-Amerika ceased to exist one of
its underground leaders went public with his
name and persynal information in an attempt
to fight back against behind-the-scenes government attacks. Many of the attacks he described
come right out of this JTRIG playbook. In response to the situation, many of the MIM posts
on etext.org were focused on security and confusing to most readers. But that doesn't make
the struggle undertaken there incorrect, and
these latest revelations lend further credence to
the revelations from MIM. We can only assume
that as the organization with the most correct
revolutionary line within the United $tates, the
government spy agencies focused significant attention on disrupting and destroying the MIPAmerika. While that specific organization no
longer exists, there are new Maoist groups like
MIM(Prisons) continuing the legacy of MIM,
and we have a responsibility to be diligent about
security to ensure our continued existence. 
Notes:
1. The original documents were released by NBC
with limited redaction and can be found in their online story from 7 February 2014
2. Our website hosts an archive of the etext.org site,
which was shut down by MIM's enemies following
these attacks.

Cap the Maximum Wage in the United $tates
by a Texas prisoner
February 2014

In addition to minimum wage studies, what
about maximum wages? I think when we raise
the minimum wage in the U.S., we are really
just inflating. Unless we cap each and every person in the top six-digit-plus earning categories,
there will be no end to the misery. I won't go
so far to say we cap every salary at $25,000,
but I would cap at $98,000. And maybe put a
Texas prison in Cambodia and Bangladesh, and
send prisoners there who are caught saying "I'm
bored" more than twice. "Sure you are!"
MIM(Prisons) responds: This writer is responding to the article in Under Lock & Key 36
“Raise the Minimum Wage to $2.50.” In that article we point out that "The proposed minimum
wage of $10 per hour would ... put the lowest
paid Amerikans at 50 times the pay of the lowest paid Bangladeshi if we account for cost of
living." And so our call for a global minimum
wage is not in the material interests of the vast
majority of people in First World countries. But
it is strongly in the interests of the majority in
the Third World.
A maximum wage is an important component to implementing a global minimum wage.

We are fighting to close the dramatic difference
in wealth between exploiters and exploited.
Starting with a cap of $98,000 per person per
year is quite generous to the exploiters. As we
have explained previously, Amerikans are already in the richest 13% of the world.(see ULK
23) So if we re-distribute the wealth equally to
all people of the world, we won't see anyone left
with salaries of $98,000. But it's certainly a start
to place any cap on maximum wages.
As for putting prisoners of the United $tates
into Third World prisons, we strive to draw connections between U.$. prisoners and the Third
World masses because of the extreme oppression they face. We do not wish to worsen those
conditions. And while many come into prison
with spoiled Amerikan perspectives, prisoners
in the United $tates have legitimate complaints
that must be prioritized strategically. It is critical that we keep an internationalist perspective
in all of our work. When we fight to improve
conditions for individuals in prison, we need
to keep the privileged status of Amerikans in
mind and always ask ourselves if the reforms
we demand will harm others in order to benefit
ourselves. Getting video games for prisoners,
which are made from materials mined by brutalized proletarians in the Congo would be an
obvious example.

Revolutionary Diary
by a Utah prisoner

What it's like
The reasons why
The things a persyn must do
or die
You'll never understand
The strength it takes
To embrace my fate
Time and time again
Being spit at for what I am
You'll never understand
You curse me to hell subtly
Telling me not to fight this system
Don't file lawsuits against it
Then you say you love me
You'll never understand
Everything about you is a contradiction
Sick consumer puppets of imperialism
Parasitic existences mind washed into believing in
"corrections", "terrorism", white male supremacy
You'll never understand
I'm on my third lawsuit
My fifth year straight solitary
Took me a whole generation to discern the
compliment
Each time you spit at me

Crossword Answers (see ULK 36)
1 Police 2 Mao 3 Science 4 Focoism 5
Maoism 6 Porkchop 7 Chauvinism 8 Class
9 Race 10 Vanguard 11 Relativism 12 Labor
aristocracy 13 Punishment 14 Tough on crime 15
Petty-bourgeoisie 16 Dogmatism 17 Feudalism
18 Subjectivity 19 Commodity 20 Dead labor 21
Retard 22 Shank 23 Chinese Cultural Revolution
24 Revolution 25 Practice 26 Centralism 27
Natural 28 Law and order 29 Pragmatism 30
State capitalism 31 Communism 32 Socialism
33 Patriotism 34 Bourgeoisie 35 Nation 36
Bolsheviks 37 Exploitation 38 Soviet Union
39 Revisionism 40 Proletariat 41 Proletariat 42
Gang of Four 43 Blacks 44 Social Democrat 45
Oppression 46 Religion 47 Teacher 48 Prison
system 49 Security 50 God 51 Capitalist 52 Hip
hop 53 Imperialism 54 Capitalism 55 Lumpen 56
Hegemony
...Continued from page 9

...Repression

ing class and those of us who wear the chains of
neo-colonialism. And the imperialists also know
and understand there is a scientific development
of opposites that's inherent in everything. Thus
the material conditions will force the masses to
bear the responsibility of solving the economic,
political and social contradictions one day. So
they can burn all the books, destroy all the libraries, kill all the wisemen, censor all the material they want, but they can't stop liberation.
We educate to liberate!
Internationalism is fundamental to everything we do, and the economics of global imperialism is just one aspect of the global inequality
of imperialism.
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Aumentar el salario Mínimo a $2.50
por Wiawimawo de MIM(Prisiones)
traducido por un@ prisioner@ en Washington
Diciembre 2013

Aun usando el PPP para ajustar salarios mínimos, todos los países en esta gráfica excepto
México tienen salarios mínimos que están por
lo menos un orden de magnitud más alto que
esos en los países más pobres.
Recientemente la pequeña ciudad de SeaTac,
Washington, pasó un voto de medida para aumentar el salario mínimo a $15 por hora. A lo
ancho de Estados Unidos la Union de Trabajadores SEIU ha encabezado un esfuerzo para
exigir $15 por hora para todos los trabajadores
en restaurantes de comida rápida. En la huelga
del 28 de Noviembre, 2013, organizadores dijeron que hubo demostraciones en más de 100
ciudades.(1)
En 2014 el salario mínimo aumentará en

muchos estados. El liderato en el camino lo lleva Washington ($9.32) y Oregon ($9.10), con
Nueva York dando el brinco más alto a $8.00
por hora. La ciudad de Nueva York fue el centro de los recientes protestantes que trabajan en
comida rápida. Mientras tanto, los Demócratas
en el Congreso tienen planes para un proyecto
de ley este año que aumentará el salario mínimo
federal de $7.25 a $10.10 por hora.(2)

Otro lugar donde luchas por un salario
mínimo hicieron mucho ruido en 2013 fue la
industria de prendas en Bangladesh. Como lo
mencionamos en el último numero de Under
Lock & Key, esos trabajadores tenían una victoria reciente en el salario mínimo que elevado
de $38 a $68 por mes. En Camboya (Cambodia)
a trabajadores de prendas se les ha prometido
un aumento en el salario mínimo de $80 a $95
por mes. Insatisfechos, los trabajadores se han
unido a recientes protestas en contra del régimen actual para exigir $160 por mes.(3)

El MIM(Prisiónes)

El Ministro Maoísta Internacional de Prisiones, MIM(Prisiones), es una célula de revolucionarios que
sirve las masas opresas adentro de las prisiones de los EEUU.. Mantenemos la ideología comunista revolucionaria del Marxismo-Leninismo-Maoísmo y trabajamos del punto del proletariado del tercer mundo.
El imperialismo es el enemigo número uno de la mayoría de gente del mundo, no podemos obtener nuestra
meta de terminar toda opresión sin derribar el imperialismo. La historia nos ha mostrado que el imperialista
hará guerra antes de permitir un fin a la opresión.
Como revolucionarios internacionalistas, apoyamos la auto-determinación de todas naciones y gentes.
Apoyamos a las naciones que deciden desunirse de la economía imperialista, incluyendo el derecho de las
semi-colonias internas de separarse de los Estados Unidos. Hoy, el sistema de prisiones de los EEUU es una
parte importantísima del estado imperialista que es usado para prevenir la auto-determinación de las naciones
opresas. Es por esta razón que vemos a prisioneros en este país como manteniendo la delantera de cualquier
movimiento anti-imperialista y revolucionario. Mientras que nuestra organización se enfoca en apoyo al prisionero, creemos que hay una necesidad grave de trabajo para el Maoísta en organizar y educar en muchas
áreas en los Estados Unidos. Tenemos la esperanza que alguna gente se inspire por nuestro ejemplo alrededor
de prisiones y que lo aplique a su propio trabajo para crear más células maoísta y amplíe el movimiento
Maoísta detrás de las líneas del enemigo.
MIM(Prisiones) se distingue de otros grupos en los siguientes seis puntos. Consideramos que las otras
organizaciones que activamente mantienen estos puntos ser fraternal.
1. El comunismo es nuestra meta. El comunismo es una sociedad en donde ningún grupo tiene poder sobre
cualquier otro grupo.
2. Una dictadura del proletariado es necesario. En una dictadura del proletariado la mayoría explotada
anterior dicta a la minoría (el que promovió la explotación) como la sociedad se debe conducir. En el caso de
naciones imperialistas, una dictadura junta del proletariado de naciones opresas (JDPON) debe hacer este
papel en donde no hay proletariado interno o una base significante de masas que favorece comunismo.
3. Promovemos una frente unida contra todos los que se oponen al imperialismo. El camino al JDPON
sobre las naciones imperialista incluye unir todos aquellos que se puedan unir contra el imperialismo. No
podemos pelear el imperialismo y pelear otras que están ocupadas en conflictos de vida o muerte con el imperialismo a la misma vez. Aun las clases de una nación imperialista pueden ser aliados en el frente unido bajo
ciertas condiciones.
4. Una clase parasítica domina los países del primer mundo. Como Marx, Engels, y Lenin formularon
y la idea de MIM ha reiterado a través de análisis materialista, el imperialismo extrae súper-ganancias del
Tercer Mundo y en parte usa esta riqueza para comprar populaciones enteras de supuestos trabajadores.
Estos supuestos trabajadores comprados por el imperialismo forman una nueva burguesía pequeña - llamada
la aristocracia de labor, ellos no son un vehículo para el Maoísmo. Aquellos que trabajan en los intereses
económicos de la aristocracia de labor del primer mundo forman la base de masas para apretar el agarre de
la muerte del tercer mundo por el imperialismo
5. Nuevas burguesías se formarán bajo el socialismo. Mao guió la marcha para exponer la burguesía que
se desarrolló adentro del partido comunista en la Unión Soviética y la campaña para bombardear los cuarteles
generales en su propio país de China. Esas experiencias demostraron la necesidad de revolución continua
bajo la dictadura del proletariado. La lucha de clases no se termina hasta que el estado haya sido anulado y
el comunismo se haya alcanzado.
6. La Gran Revolución Cultural de Proletariado en China fue el avance más lejano hacia al comunismo
en la historia. Mantenemos la Unión Soviética hasta la muerte de Stalin en 1953, seguido por la Republica
de la gente de China a través de 1976 como los ejemplos mejores del socialismo moderno en la práctica. El
arresto de la “Pandilla de Cuatro” en China y la subida de Khrushchev en la Unión Soviética marcaron la
restauración del capitalismo en esos países. Otros experimentos en el desarrollo del socialismo en el siglo 20
fallaron de sobrepasar el modelo Soviético (es decir: Albania) o peor, se quedó adentro del modelo capitalista
de producción, generalmente por la falla de romper con la teoría de fuerzas productivas.
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Con semanas de 48 horas de trabajo, los
trabajadores de prendas están ganando alrededor de $0.35 por hora en Bangladesh, y $0.42
en Camboya. Aun que no lo crea, estos son los
trabajadores privilegiados quienes tienen protecciones especiales por trabajan para industrias
exportadoras importantes. El Bangladesí común
tiene un salario mínimo de $19 mensuales, lo
cual es menos de 10 centavos por hora.
El propuesto salario mínimo de $10 por hora
en Estados Unidos pondría a los amerikanos de
paga mínima CIEN VECES más alto al ingreso
de los trabajadores de paga mínima en Bangladesh. Por esto es que en el día de Mayo hicimos el llamado al movimiento de trabajadores
blancos chauvinistas por evadir el asunto de un
salario mínimo global.
Ahora, el primer chillido de nuestros críticos chauvinistas será "el costo de vivienda, se
les olvido el costo de vivienda." Nuestra propuesta para un salario mínimo global altaría este
salario a una canasta de mercadería. Significa
que trabajadores en Estados Unidos y Bangladesh tendrían los recursos para estilos de vida
comparables con su paga. Tal vez el amerikano
agarra trigo donde el Bangladesí agarra arroz,
por ejemplo. Pero el amerikano no agarra una
SUV con gasolina ilimitada mientras que el
Bangladesí agarra el autobús al y del trabajo.
Para mantener este tipo de desigualdad el Bangladesí estaría subsidiando un nivel más alto de
vida para el amerikano.
Passa que el Banco Mundial se ha llevado
una apuñalada a esta calculación con su Poder
de Compra Equivalente. Usando esta calculación, el salario mínimo en Bangladesh, el cual
aparenta ser de $0.09 por hora es realmente un
enorme $0.19 por hora.(4) Así que, debemos
disculparnos con nuestros críticos. El propuesto
salario mínimo de $10 por hora solo pondría al
amerikano de paga mínima a 50 veces más que
al de paga mínima en Bangladesh si consideramos el costo de vivienda.
Recientemente el New Afrikan Black Panther Party (prison chapter) (Partido Nuevo Afrikano Pantera Negra (División de la Prisión)),
acusó nuestro movimiento de descartar la posibilidad de una organización revolucionaria en
los Estados Unidos por que reconocimos los
datos de arriba. Solo porque luchas por salarios
más altos, y otras demandas económicas, son
generalmente pro-imperialistas en este país no
significa que no podamos organizarnos aquí.
Pero el organizarse revolucionarimente no debe
reunir a la burguesía menor por más dinero a expensas del proletariado global. Además, aun en
los tempranos días del proletariado Ruso Lenin
tuvo críticas de luchas que buscaban salarios
más altos.
Mientras que expresamos dudas acerca de
la estrategia electoral de Chokwe Lumumba
en Jackson, Mississippi (ve ULK 33 en ingles),
permanecemos optimista acerca del New Afrikan Liberation Movement (Movimiento de
Liberación Nuevo Afrikano) y sus esfuerzos
para movilizar a la multitud allí. El organizarse
para economías cooperativas y auto-suficiencia
Continúa en la página siguiente...
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es un acercamiento más neutral para movilizar
los segmentos bajos de Nueva Afrika que el
clamor del SEIU por más salarios por servicio
improductivo de trabajo. Mientras que nuestras
preocupaciones reposaban en sus habilidades
para organizarse de una manera que fuera realmente independiente de los sistemas existentes,
creando un poder doble, el SEIU mendigando
por más botines de los imperialistas ni siquiera
ofrece tal posibilidad. Para realmente dirigir los
desigualdades en el mundo entonces, debemos
últimamente llegar a entrar en conflicto con
el sistema capitalista que crea y requiere esas
desigualdades.
Un punto agitacional de los protestas de
comida rápida ha sido que 52 por-ciento de las
familias de los trabajadores de comida rápida de
linea delantera necesitan apoyarse en programas
de asistencia publica(1). Una de las razones de
que esto es verdad es que la mayoría de los trabajadores de comida rápida no llegan a trabajar
48 o aun que sea 40 horas a la semana. Si le
ponemos niños y otros dependientes en la mezcla y tenemos una pequeña, pero significante,
clase baja en los Estados Unidos que lucha con
cosas como comida, renta y cuentas de utilidad.
La mayoría son padres solteros, mayormente
madres solteras. Viviendas colectivas y estructuras económicas podrían (y lo hacen) servir a
esta clase y pueden ofrecer un medio de movilización política. Los programas sirve a la gente
y casas negras (viviendas colectivas) de las
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Panteras Negras son un modelo para este tipo
de organización. Pero programas patrocinadospor-el-estado y el incremento general en riquezas desde los 1960s hace el distinguir este tipo
de trabajo y el de trabajar con el imperialismo
una tarea mas intimidante.

La campaña para un salario mínimo global
tiene poca tracción entre los trabajadores de
paga baja en los Estados Unidos, porque ellos
no se benefician de esto. Esta es una campaña
que tiene que ser liderado por el Tercer Mundo
y empujada por medio de cuerpos internacionales como la Organización de Comercio Mundial (World Trade Organization). La apoyamos
por razones agitaciones, pero no esperamos un
apoyo masivo en este país. Nos permite pintar
una linea entre esos que son verdaderos internacionalistas y aquellos que no lo son.(5)
Cualquier campaña que trabaje para los intereses económicos de la gente en los países imperialistas va a ser problemática porque el mejor
trato económico será el unirse con los imperialistas, por lo menos en el futuro inmediato.
Notes:
1. Jonathan Nack, Protest Rocks Oakland McDonalds - parte del día de acciones a lo largo de la
nación. 5 de Diciembre, 2013.
2. Brian Tumulty, NY, otra docena que aumentan el
salario mínimo en el 2014, 28 de Diciembre 2013.
3. 30,000 Camboyanos, trabajadores de prendas de
vestir, se unen a las protestas anti-gubernamentales,
26 de Diciembre 2013.
4. Wikipedia
5. ¿Porqué $2.50? Algunas calculaciones rústicas

hechas por compañeros han enseñado que una distribución igual de la riqueza pondría el salario alrededor de $5 por hora. Como estamos hablando de
una reforma bajo el capitalismo no podemos tener
una distribución igual completa o el motivo de la
ganancia se iría y la economía dejaría de funcionar.
Esta no es una reforma realista para exigir bajo el
capitalismo. Ajustando el salario mínimo a $2.50
por hora le dejaría a los capitalistas del mundo la
mitad del dinero (después de considerar la reinversión, infraestructura, etc.) para usarse como
motivación económica. Por supuesto, después que
derroquemos el imperialismo, bajo el socialismo
tendremos la capacidad de igualar verdaderamente
el salario globalmente conforme eliminamos la ganancia capitalista.

Under Lock & Key not enough?
If one ULK every 2 months isn’t
enough political education for you, join a
Maoist study cell through MIM(Prisons)!
The intro study group is split into 2
levels and studies articles written by
MIM(Prisons); a pamphlet on the basics
of MIM(Prisons)’s political line; and Mao
Zedong’s “On Contradiction,” which introduces us to the philosophy of dialectical materialism (how we study history).
The whole study course costs $5. You
can trade work for study if you can’t pay.
Participants must be able to receive the
study materials via mail and respond to
each assignment on time. Write in today
to sign up for the next group starting
April 2014.

