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As Brazil prepared for the 2014 World
Cup and the 2016 Olympics, it tried to create
an image of safety and prosperity for the world
to show that Rio de Janeiro is an optimum destination
for both events and tourism. However, on closer inspec-
tion, what is going on behind the official facade tells
an entirely different story; less than half a mile away
from the sparkling beachfronts and hotels is one of
the biggest shanty towns in South America, filled
with filth and squalor, violence and death.(1)

In recent months it is becoming
more common to read news stories about
the irreversible collapse of glaciers in Antar-
tica and elsewhere around the world, as a result
of the rising temperature on earth. This degradation of
our global environment is driven by humyn emissions
of greenhouse gasses. As the reality of humyn destruc- .
tion of Earth's natural systems becomes more ap- 4%
parent daily, and scientists provide more clear and
alarming evidence that we are at a point where the
effects cannot be reversed, we see a compelling
case for communism as the only economic sys-
tem that has a chance of providing for the long-term
survival of humyns.

The disparity between a growing number
of thousands of impoverished citizens in Rio
struggling to find adequate housing, employment,
health care and other basic necessities, and the re-
cord-setting expenditure of $11 to 13 billion on the
World Cup alone triggered huge protests less than a
month before the soccer tournament began. Home-
\ less workers in Sao Paulo, Brazil's largest city,

¥ formed a group of 2,000 protesters who left their
' ¢ immense squatter camp to demonstrate outside the
stadium where the opening World Cup game was
. played June 12. Similar protests occurred in Rio,
Recife, and elsewhere.(2)

Maoists focus on combating the repression and
brutality of humyns against other humyns, which is
an inherent element of capitalism. When it comes . =

. . ] :
to fighting for the survival of the most oppressed
humyns in the world, fighting for the life of the
planet on which we all live has become inextri- 5 %
cably intertwined with our humynism. Without =
an environment that can sustain humyn life, the
fight against oppression of groups of people
becomes irrelevant. We see a strong reason
for communists to take up revolutionary envi-
ronmentalism, and for unity between environ-
mental activists and those fighting oppression

In Rio, violent clashes broke out between
police and squatters when authorities dislodged
thousands of families from a newly formed favela

of people. But we will not win the fight for in a complex of abandoned commercial build-
the environment without first liberating the S 4 P i ings. Popr workers and their families have in-
world's oppressed people and overthrowing o o 4 creasingly moved into such structures as
imperialism. g g affordable housing is becoming a rarity and
b il - & rents skyrocket, yet hundreds of abandoned

Back in 1997 MIM published the ¥ s Al 1 & buildings stand empty.(3) One member of such
MIM Theory magazine entitled "En- g — ; an occupation movement put it this way: "It
vironment, Society, Revolution." In J is a way to force distribution of income."
it they wrote: "Our fundamental goal " Rubber bullets and gas were used against
is eradicating the oppression of people ~ the squatters. Elsewhere, police and quasi-
over people, and this goal is also the military "pacification" squads move into poor
most effective way to liberate the en- 4 neighborhoods and favelas ostensibly to wrest
vironment from human aggression. We M. control from drug traffickers. It is an attempt
do not believe that socialism necessarily 4 . o . v to drive the lumpen organizations away from
achieves environmental salvation, but we 4.8 & i N = these communities and restore police au-
do argue that only through socialism do : 27 thority ahead of the upcoming games. But
we have a chance at it."(1) the program is controversial and has fallen under
“ heavy criticism for using excessive force, at times
killing residents. Groups such as Amnesty Interna-

Historically the worst devastation has
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been wreaked on the environment as a result of o tional say some 2,000 people die every year in Brazil in
oppression among people: wars, mass produc- careless and violent police actions.(4) The mer-
tion using exploited labor, and corporate land MIM(Prisons) cenary company formerly known as Blackwater
seizure. In war, herbicides and chemical agents PO Box 40799 18 hélpmg provide securl.ty tr{llnmg in Brazil,
are used to deforest land and destroy crop pro- b stoking fears that the "pacification" of the slums
duction, which have severe, longlasting impacts San Fra I'I_CISCO, CA 94140 is akin to an Irag-style military occupation.(5)
on not only the plants, but the people and wild- www.prisoncensorship.info
life as well. Agent Orange, depleted uranium, mim@prisoncensorship.info In addition to the increasing use of militant
) see p.12 for how to donate
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What is Under Lock & Key?

Under Lock & Key (ULK) is the voice of the anti-
imperialist movement within prisons in the United
$tates. Fighting the injustice system is just one part
of the anti-imperialist struggle, and it is important
that comrades not lose sight of the connections to
the larger battle. For this reason, in addition to news
about prisons and prisoner struggles, we also publish
more general news and analysis important to the anti-
imperialist movement. We welcome support and col-
laboration from those who are focused only on prison
issues, but we also challenge them to see the impor-
tance of carrying out their work as part of a larger anti-
imperialist strategy.

ULK serves as a forum to develop and promote
agitational campaigns led by MIM(Prisons) and USW.
Our current battles in the United States are legally per-
mitted. We encourage prisoners to join these battles
while explicitly discouraging them from engaging in
any violence or illegal acts. MIM(Prisons) and its pub-
lications explicitly oppose the use of armed struggle
at this time in the imperialist countries (including the
United States).

ULK is edited and published by MIM(Prisons) and
mostly written and illustrated by USW and other Unit-
ed Front organizations behind bars. ULK comes out
every other month, and is free for U.$. prisoners. For
people outside of prison, all issues of ULK, plus addi-
tional reports from within U.$. prisons, are available on
MIM(Prisons)’s website: www.prisoncensorship.info

What is Imperialism?

Imperialism is an economic system that V.I. Lenin
defined as “the highest stage of capitalism.” [t became
well pronounced in the early 1900s and is defined by
the globalization of capital, the dominance of finance
capital and the division of the world into imperialist and
exploited nations; Maoists see the latter as the princi-
pal contradiction in the world today.

As the economic system that dominates the world,
imperialism determines much of the material reality
that all inhabitants of planet Earth face today, includ-
ing war, poverty and environmental destruction. This
means that the status quo promoted by imperialist
interests is the biggest hindrance to change. As the
dominant imperialist power, both financially and mili-
tarily, the United $tates generally serves as the pri-
mary target of our attacks as anti-imperialists.

What is MIM(Prisons)?

The Maoist Internationalist Ministry of Prisons,
MIM(Prisons), is a cell of revolutionaries serving the
oppressed masses inside U.$. prisons. We uphold
the revolutionary communist ideology of Marxism-
Leninism-Maoism and work from the vantage point of
the Third World proletariat.

Imperialism is the number one enemy of the ma-
jority of the world’s people; we cannot achieve our
goal of ending all oppression without overthrowing im-
perialism. History has shown that the imperialists will
wage war before they will allow an end to oppression.

As revolutionary internationalists, we support
the self-determination of all nations and peoples.
We support nations which choose to delink from the
imperialist economy, including the right of the inter-
nal semi-colonies to secede from the United $tates.
Today, the U.$. prison system is a major part of the
imperialist state used to prevent the self-determination
of oppressed nations. It is for this reason that we see
prisoners in this country as being at the forefront of
any anti-imperialist and revolutionary movement.
While our organization focuses on prisoner support,
we believe that there is a dire need for Maoists to do
organizing and educational work in many areas in the
United $tates. We hope people are inspired by our ex-
ample around prisons and apply it to their own work

to create more Maoist cells and broaden the Maoist
movement behind enemy lines.

MIM(Prisons) distinguishes ourselves from other
groups on the six points below. We consider other
organizations actively upholding these points to be
fraternal.

1. Communism is our goal. Communism is a so-
ciety where no group has power over any other group.

2. Dictatorship of the proletariat is necessary.
In a dictatorship of the proletariat the formerly ex-
ploited majority dictates to the minority (who promoted
exploitation) how society is to be run. In the case of
imperialist nations, a Joint Dictatorship of the Proletar-
iat of the Oppressed Nations (JDPON) must play this
role where there is no internal proletariat or significant
mass base that favors communism.

3. We promote a united front with all who op-
pose imperialism. The road to the JDPON over the
imperialist nations involves uniting all who can be
united against imperialism. We cannot fight imperial-
ism and fight others who are engaged in life-and-death
conflicts with imperialism at the same time. Even im-
perialist nation classes can be allies in the united front
under certain conditions.

4. A parasitic class dominates the First World
countries. As Marx, Engels and Lenin formulated and
MIM Thought has reiterated through materialist analy-
sis, imperialism extracts super-profits from the Third
World and in part uses this wealth to buy off whole
populations of so-called workers. These so-called
workers bought off by imperialism form a new petty-
bourgeoisie called the labor aristocracy; they are not a
vehicle for Maoism. Those who work in the economic
interests of the First World labor aristocracy form the
mass base for imperialism’s tightening death-grip on
the Third World.

5. New bourgeoisies will form under socialism.
Mao led the charge to expose the bourgeoisie that
developed within the communist party in the Soviet
Union and the campaign to bombard the headquarters
in his own country of China. Those experiences dem-
onstrated the necessity of continuous revolution under
the dictatorship of the proletariat. The class struggle
does not end until the state has been abolished and
communism is reached.

6. The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution in
China was the furthest advancement toward com-
munism in history. We uphold the Soviet Union until
the death of Stalin in 1953, followed by the People’s
Republic of China through 1976, as the best examples
of modern socialism in practice. The arrest of the
“Gang of Four” in China and the rise of Krushchev in
the Soviet Union marked the restoration of capitalism
in those countries. Other experiments in developing
socialism in the 20th century failed to surpass the So-
viet model (i.e. Albania), or worse, stayed within the
capitalist mode of production, generally due to a failure
to break with the Theory of Productive Forces.

What is United Struggle from Within?

United Struggle from Within (USW) is a
MIM(Prisons)-led mass organization for U.$. prisoners
and former prisoners. USW is explicitly anti-imperialist
in leading campaigns on behalf of U.$. prisoners in al-
liance with national liberation struggles in the United
$tates and around the world. USW won’t champion
struggles which are not in the interests of the inter-
national proletariat. USW will also not choose one
nation’s struggles over other oppressed nations’ strug-
gles. USW should work independently, but under the
guidance of MIM(Prisons), to build public opinion and
independent institutions of the oppressed in order to
obtain state power independent of imperialism. Mem-
bers don’t have to agree with MIM(Prisons)’s cardinal
points (see above) but they can't consciously disagree
with any of them. See page 12 for campaign info.

United Front for Peace in Prisons-
Statement of Principles

The basis of any real unity comes from an agree-
ment on certain key ideas. This statement does not
grant authority to any party over any other party. We
are mutually accountable to each other to uphold these
points in order to remain active participants in this
united front.

* PEACE: WE organize to end the needless con-
flicts and violence within the U.$. prison environment.
The oppressors use divide-and-conquer strategies so
that we fight each other instead of them. We will stand
together and defend ourselves from oppression.

* UNITY: WE strive to unite with those facing the
same struggles as us for our common interests. To
maintain unity we have to keep an open line of net-
working and communication, and ensure we address
any situation with true facts. This is needed because
of how the pigs utilize tactics such as rumors, snitches
and fake communications to divide and keep division
among the oppressed. The pigs see the end of their
control within our unity.

* GROWTH: WE recognize the importance of
education and freedom to grow in order to build real
unity. We support members within our organization who
leave and embrace other political organizations and
concepts that are within the anti-imperialist struggle.
Everyone should get in where they fit in. Similarly, we
recognize the right of comrades to leave our organiza-
tion if we fail to live up to the principles and purpose of
the United Front for Peace in Prisons.

* INTERNATIONALISM: WE struggle for the lib-
eration of all oppressed people. While we are often
referred to as "minorities" in this country, and we often
find those who are in the same boat as us opposing us,
our confidence in achieving our mission comes from
our unity with all oppressed nations who represent the
vast majority globally. We cannot liberate ourselves
when participating in the oppression of other nations.

* INDEPENDENCE: WE build our own institutions
and programs independent of the United $tates gov-
ernment and all its branches, right down to the local
police, because this system does not serve us. By de-
veloping independent power through these institutions
we do not need to compromise our goals.

How to join the United Front?

* Study and uphold the five principles above.

* Send your organization’s name and a statement
of unity to MIM(Prisons). Your statement can explain
what the united front principles mean to your organiza-
tion, how they relate to your work, why they are impor-
tant, etc.

*Develop peace and unity between factions
where you are at on the basis of opposing oppression
of all prisoners and oppressed people in general.

* Send reports on your progress to Under Lock &
Key. Did you develop a peace treaty or protocol that
is working? Send it in for others to study. Is your unity
based on actions? Send us reports on the organizing
you are doing.

* Keep educating your members. The more edu-
cated your members are, the more unity you can de-
velop, and the stronger your organization can become.
Unity comes from the inside out. By uniting internally,
we can better unite with others as well. Contact
MIM(Prisons) if you need additional materials to edu-
cate your members in history, politics and economics.
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napalm, and white phosphorous are examples of
this type of warfare. A bomb that targets an "en-
emy" also destroys the environment in the sur-
rounding area. Capitalist production allows for
the practically unregulated dumping of waste
into our rivers and oceans, including oil spills.
When commodities cannot be sold, they are
literally dumped into the ocean or incinerated,
impacting ocean life and polluting the air.

...Continued from page 1

Further, the imperialists target the Third
World with imperialist-country waste, locat-
ing dirty industries there and dumping toxic
waste in other people's backyards.(1) And it is
clear that the countries that contribute least to
climate change will be impacted the most by
it. Typhoons hitting Southeast Asia and India,
droughts in Africa, and islands that will soon dis-
appear to rising sea levels are all consequences
that have already taken the lives of many people
and threaten to destroy even more. Where the
imperialist countries will be able to rebuild in-
frastructure and defend against the impacts of
climate change more easily due to their stolen
wealth, residents in the Third World do not have
this privilege. At the same time, pollution and
other effects of humyn activities have reached
a scale where it is harder for the oppressor na-
tions to isolate themselves from these problems.
For this reason, environmentalism may prove to
be the most powerful material force for building
true internationalism.

In the United S$tates the capitalists are at-
tempting small reforms to address the grow-
ing environmental problem, but these attempts
show us clearly why capitalism will fail to save
the humyn race. The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) recently proposed regulation of
power plant emissions, focusing on existing
coal plants. In slow-moving capitalism, the EPA
will finalize their proposal some time in 2015,
give states a year to figure out how to implement
the new regulations, fight the lawsuits that states
are threatening, and maybe see a few small
changes many years down the road. The EPA
optimistically predicts the proposal could cut
carbon dioxide emissions from these plants by
up to 30% by 2030.(2) The corporate media is
already complaining about emissions standards
being "bad for business," which under capital-
ism is more important than humyn lives. And
in true capitalist fashion, there is talk of paying
off the coal companies and compensating peo-
ple who have good high-paying union jobs that
will be affected.(3) So for the sake of the rich
capitalists and the well-off First World workers,
there will be years of fighting over the possibil-
ity of making some small changes, while people
in the Third World are dying today from climate
change effects already happening.

Many well-meaning people think they can
address environmental problems with indi-
vidualist solutions. They suggest that every-
one needs to recycle and drive electric cars, or
perhaps not eat meat. It is true that Amerikan
diets, car culture and wasteful production must
all be drastically changed in an ecologically
sustainable system. But such lifestyle politics
are moving even slower than capitalist reforms

Strategic Confidence

by MIM(Prisons)

One important piece of our worldview is the
strategic confidence we have based on our glob-
al class analysis. Our analysis says that the vast
majority of the world’s people, a solid 80%, will
benefit materially from an end to imperialism.
This is why we believe our struggle is destined
for success. Subjectively, this can be important
to keep in mind in an environment surrounded
by class enemies or by those with bourgeois
consciousness. This column was started to sup-
port this position.

There have been over 20 attacks on the con-
struction of the Cafio Limon-Covenas pipeline
in the northeast state of Arauca, Colombia in
2014. Three occurred at the end of June 2014,
one injuring 13 pipeline workers, another stop-
ping operations for 8 days. In March the attacks
halted production of 2.2 million barrels of oil
per month.(Colombia Reports, 20 June 2014, 25
June, 27 June, 30 June)

Commemorating the ELN’s 50th anni-
versary this year, it declared 3 days of armed
strikes in northeast Colombia July 3 - 6, against
the “greed of multinationals” and the “barba-
rism of capitalism.” The ELN announced their
plans publicly because roads and daily activities
would be disrupted in the political military op-
eration.(Colombia Reports, 1 July 2014)

On 23 June, 50,000 people protested in 29
locations in Guatemala in a general strike orga-
nized by the Mayan People’s Council. The strike
called for recognition of indigenous peoples’
rights, and for “the Government to respect our
way of living and the society we want, in which
hydroelectric and mining projects, as well as
monocultures have no place.”(Intercontinental
Cry, 30 June 2014)

Maasai in Kenya, via the streets and the
United Nations, are protesting the land grab and
environmental destruction by the Kenyan gov-
ernment and U.$. geothermal power companies.
The Maasai are being forced off their land with
no process, consultation, or compensation, so
exploratory geothermal research can be con-
ducted in their territories. Although geothermal

in terms of actually reducing the rates of pol-
lution, resource depletion and natural systems
disruption. Social movement must be backed by
organization, structural changes and real power.
The capitalists have all these things, but lack the
motivation for change. Setting up independent
institutions that actually change our systems of
production and consumption to be in line with
the rest of the natural world needs to happen.
Whether this can be done prior to the seizure
of state power is something for revolutionary
ecologists to explore. We do know that the joint
dictatorship of the proletariat of the oppressed
nations will be necessary to eventually enforce
the changes needed at a global scale. This is
necessary because a significant portion of the
oppressor nations will not willingly reduce
their consumption, and as long as there is the
potential to profit via short-sighted ecological
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energy is touted as “green” energy, it releases
hydrogen sulphide gas, trace metals like boron,
arsenic, and mercury, and toxic waste has been
released into the air and dumped into local wa-
terways.(Intercontinental Cry, 7 July 2014)

Nearly 2,000 residents in the Multan district
of Punjab, Pakistan closed the Multan-Baha-
walpur National Highway for over four hours.
The protest was against 10 fertilizer factories in
the area. Toxic smoke and chemicals from these
factories impacts almost a million people, and
the provincial govnernment has not regulated
the pollution. The protestors chanted slogans
against the fertilizer factories and the provincial
government.(7ribune, 5 July 2014)

Several thousand residents of the southeast-
ern Chinese province of Fujian conducted a
sit-in in the Gulei PX chemical plant, blocking
operations. The plant emits a stench that causes
dizziness and vomiting, and one protester’s son
had a fever three times in ten days. “There is
a layer of white stuff over every surface in our
homes, and it increases overnight after we’ve
gone to bed.” PX is a carcinogenic petrochemi-
cal used in the textiles industry.(Radio Free
Asia, 30 June 2014)

Of course, one of the biggest news stories
in the last month has been advances of the so-
called Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS).
The U.$.-puppet regime has now lost control
in the Kurdish region of northern Iraq, and ISIS
has declared an Islamic State (celiphate) across
Iraq and Syria pushing the U.$.-puppet army
out of many Iraqi cities. Even the official army
has reported much internal resistance to U.$.
military advisors returning to Iraq. Instability in
the region can create opportunity for revolution
and positive growth, but it can also make space
for imperialist forces to have the upper hand.
During the U.S. invasion of Iraq, we supported
Saddam Hussein’s position that all Iraqis should
unite to oppose imperialism. The deadly divi-
sions between Shias and Sunnis that have been
a tool of U.$. imperialism has brought great
losses to all oppressed people in the region. Yet,
the seeming independence from imperialism of
all rising forces in the region is a good sign. And
the leftist and Maoist groups among the Kurds
in Turkey may also come to play an important
role as things progress. *

practices, there will be people who will try to do
so. In the United $tates today the forces which
maintain the status quo are more organized than
the forces to impose sound ecological practices.

A third common approach to environmen-
tal problems is the pure technology approach.
While the science of ecology has advanced in
recent decades, it has been limited by the so-
cial structure enforced by capitalism. First
Worlders can build careers around working with
small communities to solve local problems, but
these band-aids cannot heal the wound when
the knife of capitalist profiteering continues to
twist and turn inside it. Such academic ecolo-
gists can contribute to our knowledge, but their
efforts do nothing to challenge the capitalist
model itself. It is far more efficient and effec-

Continued on next page...
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tive to make changes necessary for the survival
of humynity with centralized government act-
ing in the interests of the majority, rather than
through the NGO or non-profit sector, or even
via the direct action method favored by anar-
chist camps. Communism unleashes the creativ-
ity of all the masses in a way that pushes these
projects forward with immeasurable enthusiasm
and breadth.(see our discussion of China: Sci-
ence Walks on Two Legs in our website review
on this page) We encourage ecologists with
global perspective to develop a strategy that
will really make use of their work globally, and
we advocate communism as the best way to ac-
complish their worthwhile goals. In the United
$tates today, we have far more lifestylists and
reformists in the environmentalist camp. We
need more revolutionaries.

Socialism will put an end to "efficient"
capitalist methods of making profits. And
with the land in the hands of the
people, we can start to make
smarter decisions about bal- |
anced use for humyn survival
without environmental de-
struction. The majority of the
world's people do have an inter-
est in living on a healthy plan-
et, but the capitalists with the
money and power are focused
on profit. Since they have the
power and the guns, they do
not have to answer to the ma-
jority. They waste resources or
even destroy them, if it serves their competitive
interests. And they do not care who or what dies
in the process. Under capitalism we see how
government agencies and the government itself
are beholden to the wealthiest special interests,
and incapable of implementing even modest re-
forms. Only by overthrowing the capitalists and
enforcing policies that ensure the survival of hu-
myns on Earth do we stand a chance of revers-
ing the destruction of the environment. %

Notes:

1. MIM Theory 12, 1997. Environment, Society, Revolution.
Write to MIM(Prisons) for a copy of MIM Theory 12 on the
Environment.

2. Washington Post, 2 June 2014, EPA will Propose a Rule to
Cut Emissions from Existing Coal Plants by up to 30 Percent
3. New York Times, 3 June 2014

by Soso of MIM(Prisons)
July 2014

www.revolutionaryecology.com

Revolutionary Ecology (RE) is a new web-
site that appeared in 2014. We welcome its ap-
pearance as the Maoist movement is in great
need of a dedicated cell to address our current
ecological crisis. We promote a cell structure for
the Maoist movement in the First World, with
cells focused on specific projects or localities.
MIM(Prisons) is a cell focused on the U.$. pris-
on system. We need a cell (or cells) that
are focused on the struggle against
the destruction of our environment
) just as badly. As the RE comrades
point out in many articles, these are
problems of dire urgency. They
are also problems that threaten
First World youth directly,
potentially connecting them
to the interests of
the majority of hu-
mynity. This web-
site is a good addi-
tion to the arsenal of
educational tools for
communists  work-

ing to build a move-
ment to overthrow
imperialism.

The organizers of RE
describe it as "a collab-
orative project that seeks to popularize Marxism
within the environmentalist and animal libera-
tion movements." They go on to explain: "We
are quite literally faced with two options: Com-
munism or annihilation." In the article, “What
Would Socialism Mean for the Environment,”
this is further explained: "Whereas capitalism
involves productive relations of exploitation
sustained toward the circular end of profit, so-
cialism involves the democratic control over the
means of production as part of the rational and
increasingly egalitarian satisfaction of people's
wants and needs. Implied in such rational and
democratic production is the inclusion of eco-
logical regeneration and co-dependence as regu-
lative economic principles."

On Prisons & Prisoners

MIM(Prisons) seeks to build public opinion against Amerika’s criminal injustice system, and to eventually
replace the bourgeois injustice system with proletarian justice. The bourgeois injustice system imprisons and
executes a disproportionately large and growing number of oppressed people while letting the biggest mass
murderers — the imperialists and their lackeys — roam free. Imperialism is not opposed to murder or theft. It
only insists that these crimes be committed in the interests of the bourgeoisie.

All U.$. citizens are criminals — accomplices and accessories to the crimes of U.$. oppression globally until
the day U.$. imperialism is overcome. All U.$. citizens should start from the point of view that they are reform-
ing criminals.

MIM(Prisons) does not advocate that all prisoners go free today; we have a more effective program for fighting
crime as was demonstrated in China prior to the restoration of capitalism there in 1976. We say that all prison-
ers are political prisoners because under the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, all imprisonment is substantively
political. It is our responsibility to exert revolutionary leadership and conduct political agitation and organiza-
tion among prisoners — whose material conditions make them an overwhelmingly revolutionary group. Some
prisoners should and will work on self-criticism under a future dictatorship of the proletariat in those cases in
which prisoners really did do something wrong by proletarian standards.

The article “Capitalism's Steady March To-
wards Irreversible Ecological Tipping Points”
describes how capitalism is moving humynity
rapidly towards tipping points that will be dev-
astating for the Earth, including the deforesta-
tion of the Amazon, while discussing the in-
ability of single issue groups and government
regulations to stop this process. Much of the
website's content brings Marxist analysis into
the ecological discussion, as with the article
“Lake Michigan Oil Spill: Capitalism and Na-
ture” which explains the role of commodities
and money in the context of humyn's relations
with nature. And we are reminded of the impor-
tance of internationalism in the revolutionary
ecology struggle through articles about South
African trade unions and First Nations, among
others.

In a couple articles, RE takes on Deep Ecolo-
gy, which has formed the basis of many progres-
sive petty bourgeois environmentalist groups.
Some of RE’s key critiques are of Deep Ecol-
ogy's view of humyns as being separate from the
rest of the natural world, while treating humyns
as one united whole, ignoring class differences.
These views make Deep Ecology’s proposal for
population control problematic. RE attempts to
address these shortcomings by merging ecology
with a correct class analysis. Their proposed
Revolutionary Ecology Platform includes:

Real wealth is utility or the ability to sat-
isfy human wants and needs. The source of all
wealth is two-fold: nature and human labor.
1t is in the long-term interest of a majority of
humanity to steward biodiversity and ecologi-
cal well-being (along with other elements of
nature).

and,

Ecologically unsustainable economic ac-
tivity is inherent to capitalist-imperialism,
whereby economic activity must expand even
as much of it is tertiary and adds no real
wealth in terms of the satisfving basic wants
and needs.[sic] Abolishing such parasitic
economic activity and reassigning it to restor-
ing the natural element of wealth would aid in
re-establishing the basic link between human
and non-human life and provide for the flour-
ishing of both.

The latter point is of particular importance
for drawing the logical connections between
Maoism and ecology. Many in the First World
who are concerned about ecology are dis-
gusted by the over-consumption of their peers.
One example of the extremes this takes in rich
countries has been circulating on the internet re-
cently, exposing Amerikans in rural areas who
are customizing their big diesel trucks to be
less fuel efficient and spew out more pollution,
while these excessive polluters are explicitly
ridiculing and targeting people who drive more
fuel efficient cars. While this is one example of
the labor aristocracy taking capitalist values to
ridiculous extremes, it is not the individual deci-
sions of the consumer class that fuel the destruc-
tion of the natural world. Car culture was built

Continued on next page...
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... Continued from previous page __ |lJeh Review
by capitalist planners who developed and mar-
keted suburbs and lobbied for state-sponsored
roads. The focus on GDP, the stock market, and
other economic indicators are an obsession in
the First World that the majority have joined in
on, with no thought to the fact that consumption
must be reduced in First World countries in the
creation of an ecologically sustainable system.
But it is not the rural truck drivers who are the
biggest obstacle to change, it is the very logic of
capitalism itself, which requires ever-expanding
production, markets and circulation. This sys-
tem is backed up by the biggest, most ruthless,
militaries in the world today.

While we don't have any fundamental dis-
agreements with the principles proposed by RE
in their Revolutionary Ecology Platform, we
find their discussion of Deep Ecology idealist
in its critique of Maoism's (and other socialist
countries') environmental history. The article
"Deep Green Maoism?" criticizes the history of
socialism for its record on "environmental deg-
radation and species destruction" without offer-
ing concrete facts on what is being critiqued. No
doubt all socialist societies to date, including the
Maoist countries, had much room for improve-
ment around environmental protection. But we
should not issue blanket critiques from a posi-
tion of hindsight and idealism. For their day the
Maoists advanced the environmental movement
further than any previous struggle by over-
throwing imperialism and building a society
that aimed to put an end to oppression of people.
In the process they set the masses free to solve
farming sustainability problems creatively, and
develop both farming and industry to more ef-
ficiently meet the needs of the people. These are
critical first steps towards living harmoniously
with the environment. And we can assume that
as dialectical materialists, these socialists would
have continued to improve and build an under-
standing and practice regarding the importance
of environmental preservation, had those societ-
ies not been taken over by bourgeois elements
within the party.

One of the first things we try to teach to new
comrades is the difference between idealism
and materialism, and that materialism means
comparing actual practices. When we compare
Chinese socialism to the Soviet Union we see
improvements in the overall political approach,
which translated into better science and ecology.
And when we compare both socialist countries
to the capitalist countries, the socialists were in-
dustrializing in ways that were much friendlier
to humyn workers and the rest of the environ-
ment. While we cannot make a comprehensive
comparison here, we will provide some large-
scale examples that indicate the advances of
these real world examples of socialism over
what was happening in capitalist countries at
the time (and even today).

One Amerikan correspondent in the Soviet
Union wrote in 1942, "Moscow has also the
most scientific garbage disposal in the world.
All the waste of this great city of more than
4,000,000 people is first used in 'biothermal pro-
cesses' which heat large 'greenhouse farms' from
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Free Political Books

Under Lock & Key is free to all prisoners. MIM(Prisons) also runs a Books

| for Prisoners Program through which we mail prisoners political theory and his- I
tory books and magazines in exchange for political work. Prisoners requesting
books need to tell us what work you want to do, or just send in the articles, art-

I work, poetry, report on a study group you formed, etc. For many prisoners, the I
easiest way to start is by becoming a Field Correspondent for ULK (see page
| 12). When requesting books it is best to ask for general topic areas and let us

send you whatever we have on hand.

Our Books for Prisoners Program relies on donations of books and money. If

I you have any contacts on the outside who can donate to our program, or who |
can hook us up with dictionaries, Mao or Lenin, or other political books, please
tell them to contact us at the address on page 1.

_—_—_—_—_—_—__J

underground. When the garbage and sewage is
thoroughly rotted in this quite odorless manner,
it is then used as a fertilizer for ordinary farm-
ing. This amazing development got no advertis-
ing whatever. I merely chanced upon it when
I visited a farm."(2) Decades later in northern
China, "cadres, peasants, workers, and techni-
cians experimented for ten years with utilizing
industrial waste waters. Now the city's daily
400,000 tons of sewage is processed to fertil-
ize and irrigate 12,930 hectares of farmland. ...
Reciprocally, agricultural wastes such as cotton-
seed shells, corncobs, sugar-cane residue, and
animal viscera become raw materials for devel-
oping commune-owned industries. ... Decen-
tralization and multipurpose use of wastes have,
besides integrating industry and agriculture,
been used to control industrial pollution. Like
the relocation of factories, pollution control is
generally coordinated on the local level."(3)

Local, self-sufficient agricultural production
was a key to successful socialist development in
Mao's opinion. This had more to do with class
and economics, but reinforced and enabled eco-
logically sustainable practices. In discussing
the balance between the foreign and native and
the large, medium and small scale production,
Mao wrote, "At the present time we have not
proposed chemicalization of agriculture. One
reason is that we do not expect to be able to pro-
duce much fertilizer in the next however many
years. (And the little we have is concentrated
on our industrial crops.) Another reason is that
if the turn to chemicals is proposed everybody
will focus on that and neglect pig breeding. In-
organic fertilizers are also needed but they have
to be combined with organic; alone they harden
the soil." (4) Aside from pigs, humanure (or
"night soil" as they called it) was a major source
of organic fertilizer that utilized local resources
on hand while simultaneously dealing with the
problem of humyn "waste" similar to the Soviet
example above. The safe and efficient use of
humanure was greatly accelerated under social-
ism. Under capitalism, in 2014, this resource is
disposed of as a waste, and the movement away
from synthetic fertilizers and pesticides is still
very small.(5)

Guided by the popularization of the scien-
tific method to serve production, the Chinese
also developed bacterial fertilizers at the local
level. This is something that has gained a lot of
attention in India in recent decades as the prob-
lems of over-dependence on synthetic fertilizers

are becoming more pronounced. A report by
Science for the People from 1974 describes the
process of culturing the fertilizer, which is "re-
ported to help crops absorb nitrogen, to protect
them against more than thirty-two bacterial dis-
eases, and to promote speedier seed germination
and a shorter growing period." The report states
that, "Such small factories producing microbial
products seem now to be common in the Chi-
nese countryside." They report on the process
by which this commune studied bacterial fertil-
izers and has since taught it to about 20 other
communes. "Similar processes of face-to-face
contact and exchange appear to be exceedingly
important in the transmission and populariza-
tion of science in China. Because such exchange
generates little or no printed material, western
observers, who tend to believe that all scientific
communication of any note eventually reaches
print, are likely to overlook what appears to be a
vast network of informal scientific exchange in
the Chinese countryside."(6)

An author on revolutionaryecology.com
argues that "...the environmental problems as-
sociated with the first world-wide wave of
socialism were due to a lack of foresight and
scientific knowledge about ecology, holdover
culture from capitalism and semi-feudalism,
and the partial impact of the theory of the pro-
ductive forces." The socialists of the 1900s had
only as much foresight and scientific knowledge
as existed at that time, and holding them to the
standards of knowledge available today is ideal-
ism. Further, we know that the Maoists aggres-
sively attacked the theory of productive forces
and undertook the Cultural Revolution to fight
capitalist culture. It's true that some practices in
Maoist China would not be undertaken today,
with the current state of the environment and the
knowledge we have of effects of these practices.
But that does not constitute reason for this cri-
tique any more than we would criticize China
for failing to use computers to advance social-
ism before computers were available.

The article goes on to say: "In short, an
ecologically informed Maoism offers the
chance to build a 'socialism of a new type' for
the 21st century which seeks to resolve the
contradiction between people and their natural
environment as much as the contradictions
between people themselves." As humynity's
ecological understanding expands, socialism
will utilize this knowledge and it will do so

Continued on page 7
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Hundreds of Environmental Activists Murdered

Movie Review: The East

by Ehecatl and MIM(Prisons)
April 2014

2013, PG-13

This movie is a must-see for any left-lean-
ing persyn looking to kick start a revolution
or join a movement for the purpose of societal
change. The East is about a subversive under-
ground movement which can best be described
as a loose collection of anarchist cells focused
on giving the heads of corporations that are re-
sponsible for ecological destruction a taste of
their own medicine. One reference in the movie
describes them as radical cells that started with
Earth First! They attack big business, who they
see as responsible for much of today's problems
in the United $tates. Indeed, they see the princi-
pal contradiction in the United $tates as between
greedy corporations that will stop at nothing to
make a quick buck and the life on planet Earth
that they threaten. The ideas portrayed in their
propaganda videos are hard-hitting in a way that
is true to the First World radical ecology move-
ment in real life.

The potential for the radical ecology move-
ment to be a real force for change in the First
World is one reason this movie is powerful. The
movie is also aesthetically pleasing on many
levels (which means it's fun to watch!) and filled
with political content. It has a couple big Hol-
lywood names; none more notable than Ellen
Page of Juno fame. This movie speaks mainly
to the worries of today's white petty-bourgeois
youth growing up in the shadows of climate
change, oil spills and other mass pollution, toxic
food and medicine and a consumerist society
that doesn't seem to care. The characters touch
on struggles with their wealth, but ultimately
use their privilege to attack their enemies. They
criticize Amerikans for their complacency, but
see the imperialists as the ones deserving severe
criticism. Similar to many radical environmental
movements in the real world, there is no explicit
class analysis in the movie, but The East seems
potentially friendly to both a Third Worldist and
a First Worldist perspective. The real positive
lessons of this movie however come from its
emphasis on security and organization, or lack
thereof, within supposed revolutionary groups.

The East focuses on an ex-FBI agent named
Jane who goes undercover for Hiller-Brood,
a fictional "intelligence firm" that specializes
in protecting the interests of imperialist cor-
porations thru espionage. Jane's mission is to
infiltrate The East, a so-called eco-terrorist or-
ganization that has been a thorn in the side of
McCabe-Grey, a fictional corporation that spe-
cializes in producing cutting edge pharmaceuti-
cals. Jane's assignment is to go undercover us-
ing the name Sarah, to meet and gain the trust
of potential East members that Hiller-Brood has
been tailing.

[SPOILER ALERT!] Sarah manages to
meet some members of The East and get her-
self taken to their base of operations. Once there
she convinces The East to let her help with their
next mission, though they agree to restrict her

by Wiawimawo of MIM(Prisons)
April 2014

A new report from Global Witness docu-
ments over 900 assassinations of people protect-
ing the environment and rights to land in the last
decade.(1) And this is just the ones they could
find information on, meaning the real number
is higher. Of course, none of those killed were
from the First World. The big countries in the
report were Brazil (448), Honduras (109), Phil-
ippines (67), Peru (58) and Colombia (52). The
killers have been prosecuted in only 6 of the
908 cases. The report also suggests that this is
a growing phenomenon, which seems plausible
given the heightening contradictions between
the demands of capitalist production and the ca-
pacity of the natural world to maintain the bal-
ance of systems that are necessary to sustain life
as we know it.

In the past, some have painted environmen-
talism as a concern of the First World. How-
ever, this has never really been true, as it is the
most oppressed people who have suffered and
struggled against the most extreme man-made
disasters. And the threat that their struggles pose
to the capitalists' interests is highlighted by this
list of assassinations; people who were mostly
killed in cold blood, a fate those in the oppressor

knowledge to only things relevant to her role.
The group's mission is to infiltrate a business
party hosted by McCabe-Grey. Once inside the
party their plan is to slip a supposed anti-malar-
ial drug "Denoxin" into the drinks of some of
Amerika's elites who have gathered to celebrate
a contract between McCabe-Grey and the U.S.
military which will make Denoxin available to
Amerikan soldiers serving abroad. Denoxin's
side-effects have been linked to various men-
tal and nervous disorders. During the celebra-
tion the vice president of McCabe-Grey gives a
speech in which she touts Denoxin as a miracle
drug that will protect men and wimmin in uni-
form in the mission to protect Third World peo-
ple from evil dictators and oppressive govern-
ments; thereby allowing them to bring "freedom
and democracy" to the oppressed masses.

After this action results in McCabe-Grey's
vice president experiencing Denoxin's side-ef-
fects, her life in possible danger, The East pan-
ics and decides to disperse and flee back into
the relative safety of the city. They all agree
that should members decide to continue with
the movement they should all return to the safe
house in a couple weeks.

Sarah re-connects with The East as they are
planning the next action. This time around, the
mission is to get Hawkstone Energy executives
(yet another fictional imperialist corporation) to
admit their illegal pollution practices on cam-
era; illegal practices that have contaminated a
small town's drinking water. There is a debate
among members of The East between rational-
izing with the bourgeois leaders of Hawkstone
into giving up their dangerous exploitation of
the earth (kidnapping them and forcing them to

Continued on next page...

nations know nothing about.

There is a concentration of murders in the
tropical countries, where vast rain forests with
some of the greatest biodiversity on the planet
are making what could be their final stand. Long
a source of natural resources, in recent decades
these forests have been leveled at an increas-
ing rate that cannot be sustained. In such cases
there is a clear connection between protecting
the ecological functioning of a region and the
national liberation struggle tied to land. These
"untamed" lands are often the homes of peoples
who have not fully been assimilated into the
global capitalist economy. Often private prop-
erty and land deeds do not exist in these areas,
attracting the brutality of the exploiters. The
people struggling to exist on these lands have
a completely different perspective on what land
ownership and stewardship mean.

Many of the reports of these assassinations
can be discouraging, when we see vocal lead-
ers of small indigenous groups gunned down by
paid assassins of the capitalists and no one is
held accountable. But this war does have two
sides. In many of the hotspots in this report there
are strong organizations that have mobilized
indigenous people to defend their lands. One
of those examples has made some headlines
recently in the Philippines. The revolutionary
forces in the Philippines have called for a ban on
logging because it has impoverished the indig-
enous people and peasantry, making them sus-
ceptible to environmental disasters as we saw
last November with typhoon Yolanda. The New
People's Army (NPA) is exerting dual power in
putting this ban into effect by engaging in gun
battles and arresting members of the military of
the U.$. puppet regime that defend the logging
companies.(2) In a separate campaign the NPA
recently stormed Apex Mining Company, torch-
ing their equipment.(3) This is one of many
mining companies they have targeted due to
the destruction they wreak on indigenous lands
and humyn health. This connection between the
struggles of the indigenous people and peas-
antry, the environment and land is nothing new
for the Communist Party of the Philippines as
was documented in the decades old film Green
Guerrillas.

While most pronounced in the Third World,
ecological destruction threatens all humyn life
and continues to be a growing rallying point for
progressive forces in the First World as well.
Maoists must tie this work to a realistic class
analysis and link the struggle to protect our en-
vironment to the struggle for national liberation
of the oppressed. A true revolutionary ecology
must engage the workings of a system that has
assassinated well over 900 innocent people for
trying to protect the world that we all live in. %

Notes:

1. “Deadly Environment: The dramatic rise in kill-
ings of environmental and land defenders,” April
2014.

2. “NPA Enforces Logging Ban, Holds POW,” 7
April 2014.

3. “NPA rebels storm another mining firm in daring
attack,” 11 April 2014.
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listen), and taking direct action. The direct ac-
tion proponent argues that these rich types don't
ever respond to "intellectual bullshit, they re-
spond to firepower!" After some heated discus-
sion they agree not to take direct action, but still
one of their members, 1zzy, ends up dead, shot
by Hawkstone security.

... Continued from previous page

We cannot afford to make the focoist error
of taking up armed struggle when the condi-
tions aren't right. Focoism has a long history
of failure, getting good revolutionaries killed
or locked up in jail. To think that armed actions
will always inspire the masses towards revolu-
tionary activity is an ultra-left and deadly, ideal-
ist mistake that has left many anti-imperialists
either dead or in prison. In this sense The East
has a better strategy in that they are primarily
trying to stop the most powerful people from
doing the damage their corporations are doing,
rather than engaging in focoist actions aimed
at convincing Amerikans that the corporations
need to be stopped. The East may actually end
up stopping some corporations, and the individ-
uals leading them, from some of their more de-
structive practices. But in the end this strategy,
like focoism, lacks the big picture perspective
that will enable us to put an end to the environ-
mental destruction that is inherent to capital-
ism. What their strategy lacks is the building of
independent institutions of the oppressed that
have the power to implement environmentally-
friendly production methods while meeting the
people's needs. While the movie shows The East
building alternative culture within their collec-
tive, we must figure out how to go bigger than
that to really counter the powerful corporations
that are now calling the shots.

After Izzy dies one member talks of aban-
doning the movement. Another member, Benji,
tells him that "a revolution is never easy, but that
doesn't make it any less important," to which
the deserter states, "I would betray the revolu-
tion for Izzy, that's the difference between you
and me." This is an inherent weakness in petty
bourgeois radical movements. When those they
care about are threatened they see the comforts
of petty bourgeois life as preferable to struggle.
This is why the deserter is able to succumb to
such individualist ways of thinking. For the pro-
letariat, oppression is a daily reality, and death
of a comrade will tend to justify further what
they are doing rather than discourage. What we
must fully understand however is that the suc-
cess or failure of any movement does not hinge
on the importance of one individual, one man,
one womyn or one child; but on the stated aims
of that movement and the completion of that
goal, and if we stray from those principles then
we are just as guilty of betraying the revolution
as the deserter in the movie did.

As the film progresses, Benji exposes his
hand and tells Sarah that he knows she's a spy
but tries to convince her to help with one more
mission. Sarah agrees to help, because she has
developed feelings for Benji, and because she's
been won over to The East's cause. The mission
is to retrieve a flash drive from the offices of
Hiller-Brood that contains the names of fifty

agents embedded in underground movements
all across the world. Benji convinces Sarah that
he only wants the list to spy on the spies; but
what he really wants is to expose the agents to
their organizations. She carries out the mission
but when she finds out Benji's true intention she
denies having stolen the flash drive. She tries to
convince Benji that if they were to obtain the
list it'd be better to talk the agents into giving up
their careers as spies for the greater good. She
argues if they only knew what they were really
doing, they’d all turn just as she did. Benji re-
fuses and they part ways; he back to the under-
ground, and she onto a one-womyn awareness
campaign.

The movie ends with clips of her talking to
what appear to be other Hiller-Brood agents out-
side of oil refineries and power plants. The take
away? Don't work outside the system in order to
change it, work alongside it in order to change
minds one persyn at a time.

The whole premise assumes that people just
don't know the destruction that these corpora-
tions are doing. While the details are certainly
masked from Amerikans, the information is still
readily available, and a historical analysis of
this country will reveal much deeper roots to re-
actionary politics of the Amerikan consumer na-
tion. A more damaging storyline that would be
justified by this movie, which we see time and
time again in real life, is the activist who par-
ticipates in radical organizing to learn and build
cred and then goes on to work within the system
as Sarah does when they "grow up." This movie
will play well with the radical-curious, who find
their life's work in NGOs, non-profits and even
government agencies. The good side of this film
is that it could lead people to be sympathetic to
the cause of radical ecology, despite its praise of
reformism. There are also some good practical
lessons in this movie.

The first lesson to take away from this film is
that any movement that is truly working against
the interests of the imperialists will simply not
be tolerated. The agents of repression are always
looking to smash movements of dissent and are
constantly working vigorously to infiltrate and
Spy on us.

Secondly, we must be cautious of who we
decide to work with and who we reveal our-
selves to. Simply because we meet people who
seem to share our political views does not mean
they are comrades and thereby privy to our or-
ganization's actions or methods of work. Within
sub-cultures, having the right look and lifestyle
can lead to people putting their guards down for
superficial reasons. Sarah demonstrates this, and
there are many real-world Sarahs whose stories
have been exposed. This essentially breaks
down to "better, fewer, but better." And even
good comrades can be turned, which we should
keep in mind as well. The bourgeoisie and their
spies are highly organized and we should be
too. A good way of keeping security tight within
our organizations is by keeping politics in com-
mand. No one who isn't putting in work should
know anything about our organizations other
than what is published in the pages of Under

...Continued from page 5
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Lock & Key and the MIM(Prisons) website. Our
work should always be geared along the lines
of what will be the most effective and will get
us the furthest fastest. As such, security within
our movement shouldn't be something we study
in addition to theory, but should stem directly
from it.

Thirdly, we shouldn't necessarily have to
like our comrades on a persynal level. Just be-
cause we like certain people or have relative
unity with them on certain issues doesn't mean
we recruit based on popularity. We recruit based
on the correctness of one's political line and the
type of work done over a period of time. When
they were around, the original Maoist Interna-
tionalist Party - Amerika was the vanguard of
the communist movement in the North Ameri-
can continent exactly because they were com-
posed of the communist elite. They didn't get to
those positions overnight due to social network-
ing, but because they put in the correct type of
work over a sustained period. This is something
else we should remember when building and
re-building our movements. Thus, if we are
serious about taking the socialist road then we
must study and work assiduously to learn Marx-
ist philosophy, scientific socialism and Marxist
political economy so that we may integrate it
into our work and apply the most correct politi-
cal lines. *

...lWeb Review

without the barriers presented by capitalism.
Humyn knowledge and scientific understanding
is constantly expanding. We find it misleading
to say that "a new type" of socialism is needed
to address ecological problems.

We have a more tactical critique of RE for
setting a bad security example by including a
Facebook plugin so that people can "like" the
website via their persynal Facebook accounts.
While a "like" does nothing material to support
arevolutionary ecology it does assist the state in
its information gathering and disruption of revo-
lutionary groups.

RE does not provide much information for
readers on how to get involved. As a friendly
suggestion we'd encourage the organizers of
RE to make it easier for newly interested read-
ers to take some anti-imperialist action if they
don't want to become writers for the site. Ecol-
ogy is an appealing topic for white youth, and
more must be done to pull those serious about
real solutions to environmental destruction
into the revolutionary movement. We look for-
ward to more ecologists stepping up to build
a powerful and active revolutionary ecology
organization. *

Notes:

1. "On E-Waste and Unequal
revolutionaryecology.com

2. Anna Louise Strong. The Soviets Expected It.
Progress Books, 1942. p.15.

3. Science for the People. China: Science Walks on
Two Legs. Avon Books, 1974. p.88-89.

4. Mao Zedong. A Critique of Soviet Economics.
Monthly Review Press, 1977. p.91

5. Less than 1% of farms in the U.$. were certified
Organic in 2011, USDA ERS

6. Science for the People, p.47-48.
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complete state-wide ban -
ban at individual facility -
censorship reported -
censorship with victories -
no censorship reported -
no mail -

State 7/1/2012| 7/1/2013 | 7/1/2014

Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
Federal
Florida

Hawaii
Idaho

Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri

Montana
Nebraska
Nevada

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York

North Carolina

North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina

South Dakota

Wisconsin
Wyoming

by MIM(Prisons)
July 2014

MIM(Prisons) conducted our annual
congress in July to sum up our work for the
year, learn from our mistakes and build on
our successes. We affirmed our strategic di-
rection and came away with some shifts in
our tactical work based on experiences over
the past year and proposals from our com-
rades. This report sums up the decisions of
interest that can be shared publicly.

Under Lock & Key (ULK) is our pri-
mary educational and organizing tool, and
the main way that we retain contact with
our readers behind bars. We will continue
to lead theoretically through this publication
with expanded analysis of economic issues
and international content. This is important
because we understand the value of prison-
based reporting and organizing informa-
tion, but must not lose sight of our role as
a Maoist organization. Keeping the interna-
tionalist orientation of our work, and pro-
viding analysis based in communist theory,
is critical to the goal of MIM(Prisons). We
are working to develop more writers behind
bars who can also contribute at this level,
and we still value our field correspondents
who report on what's going on in their pris-
on or state.

In our focus to lead theoretically we
have set a goal of finishing the upcoming
book on the Chican@ nation by the end of
this year. Chican@ Power and the Struggle
for Aztlan is a collaborative writing ef-
fort representing several emerging Maoist
voices in the Chican@ movement. There is
a need for Maoist literature and leadership
in the hotly contested struggle of Chican@s
and migrants against Amerikan repression,
especially in the new context of multicultur-
alism and widespread wealth throughout the
United $tates. We aim to get the ball rolling
on that contemporary theory development
with the release of this book. Prisoners in-
terested in receiving a copy should write
now to request one.

Because we are a prison-focused cell,
anti-censorship is a very important battle
for MIM(Prisons) and United Struggle from
Within (USW). Censorship is a primary and
effective tool used by the criminal injustice
system to cut prisoners off from the broader
anti-imperialist struggle, and it is imple-
mented illegally and arbitrarily against our
literature. Censorship can stop folks from
receiving important educational materials
and in the extreme case it completely shuts
down our communication in states where all
of our mail is stopped.

Last congress we decided to target cer-
tain states for anti-censorship campaigning,
and we had success with this tactic, espe-
cially in North Carolina, California and Mis-
souri. In the censorship chart you can see

what states had victories, bans in particular
facilities, and overall statewide bans. The
chart may appear misleading in that a ban
might only directly impact a handful of
subscribers. But still, even those few sub-
scribers could multiply into a movement if
given half a chance. On the flip side, there
may be no censorship reported in a state
that actually does have censorship or even
a ban; we just don’t know about it. Facili-
ties where our mail was banned over the
past year were Colorado Territorial Cor-
rectional Facility, Federal Correctional
Institution (FCI) Elkton, FCI Talladega,
U.S. Penitentiary Atwater, Rutledge State
Prison in Georgia, Sheridan Correctional
Center in Illinois, Ely State Prison in Ne-
vada, Riverview Correctional Facility in
New York, State Correctional Institution
(SCI) Fayette and SCI Waymart in Penn-
sylvania, and Central Utah Correctional
Facility. This is SCI Waymart's second
year banning MIM material, and Central
Utah Correctional Facility's third!

This year we made a number of com-
mitments around censorship battles that
should improve our ability to respond
quickly and resolve them from the outside.
We do not have the resources to fight ev-
ery censorship incident, so we prioritize
assisting subscribers who are also engag-
ing in this battle from behind bars. You can
request our guide to fighting censorship if
you don't have it already. The basic advice
is to appeal all censorship, and appeal it to
the highest level. Send us copies of censor-
ship notifications and inform us when any
mail we've sent has been rejected. Censor-
ship battles are sometimes won on just the

Continued on next page...

On “Objective” Reporting

Under Lock & Key relies on our com-
rades behind bars to report on condi-
tions and events inside prisons. We
track the history and reliability of our
writers and, when possible, we double
check facts in the articles. But there
will always be some facts we cannot
verify before printing. Our readers are
encouraged to let us know if they have
information that contradicts what they
see in Under Lock & Key. Yet, recognize
that no matter how much the bour-
geoisie tries to pretend, reporting is
never completely objective or devoid
of political content. MIM(Prisons) will
always report from the perspective of
the international proletariat and on the
issues that best serve their interests.

Correction: In ULK 38 we printed an
update “Texas Indigent Mail Battle
Victories and Set Backs” in which we
quoted a Texas prisoner from Allred
Unit who cited a House Bill 634 re-
garding the right to postage. This Bill
is not relevant to the indigent mail
limitations in Texas and should not
have been included in that article.
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SHLRA RRIRIFE being used roUIOEHA CHD
favelas, thousands of Federal Army troops are
being deployed to occupy such areas, includ-
ing Rio's sprawling Maré complex of favelas.
The militias will remain until July 31, after the
World Cup concludes.(5) Authorities are also
now promising to "secure" the slums using
an elite military police squad called BOPE, a
shadowy organization of highly trained special
forces whose logo is a dagger piercing a skull.
Meanwhile clandestine police "body dumps"
have been discovered.(1)

The Brazilian government is learning that
they can only push people so far who have
little to nothing left to lose, culminating in
widespread uprisings against state sanctioned
brutality and indifference. Military equipment,
personnel and tactics are increasingly being
unleashed against the residents of slums in the
name of increased security for the World Cup/
Olympic games, while little to no prior offer of
economic or housing aid is offered to the impov-
erished residents. The solution for the regime in
power simply seems to be more repression and
violence while it spends millions on stadiums
and aesthetics.

The World Cup soccer tournament, like the
Olympics, is a bourgeois bread and circus dis-
traction, minus the bread. If the organizations
behind these games were at all concerned about
social justice or economic equality they would
refrain from awarding to nations that conduct
violence and economic terrorism on the poor-
est of their citizens the privilege of hosting their
games and subsequent benefits. But history has
shown time and again that such organizations
are merely bourgeois capitalist lapdogs whose
only concerns are self-promotion and profits for
their economic masters and investors. This was
shown in the blatant corruption of the Olympic
committee some years back in Utah and contin-
ues unabated to this day. There can be no justice
in a world where the fetishization of an offi-
cially sponsored diversionist sport occurs at the
same time the cost of a single official soccer ball
could feed a starving family for a month, who
are also being shot at and gassed less than a mile
from where such games take place!

Further, such militant tactics are being car-
ried out in the name of an official battle against
dangerous drug gangs, but if we are to take such
justifications seriously then one would need to
ignore the fact that it is the decadent culture and
corrupt "war on drugs" itself of the imperialist
power to the north that is mostly responsible for
creating the conditions for such traffickers to
exist and thrive. Especially in light of the fact
that very few economic alternatives are offered
to the youth of the favelas. While the bourgeois
population of the United S$tates provides the
largest customer base for narcotics in the world,
its farcical war on drugs, which it also tries to
force on other nations such as Brazil, drives
the prices of drugs to ridiculous levels. It's no
wonder many impoverished and disillusioned
people turn to trafficking. Again, the resolution
is economic equality, not militant oppression.

Continued on next page...

...Continued from previous page

...Congress
first appeal, but others require much paperwork
and persistence. Also tell us all the mail you re-
ceive from us, whether it was censored initially
or not.

We decided to push our anti-censorship work
in support of the W.L. Nolen Mentorship Pro-
gram (WLNMP), based out of Pelican Bay State
Prison in California. This mentorship program
is committed to providing one-on-one guidance
to people on the outside who are interested in
New Afrikan liberation and fighting injustice.
A comrade in MIM(Prisons) attempted to par-
ticipate in this program hself, but h participation
was squashed at the outset. Pelican Bay officials
claim the WLNMP is a Security Threat Group,
related to the Black Guerilla Family. Since we're
prevented from participating in the mentorship
program directly, we've decided to instead help
fight censorship of the program. We will contin-
ue reporting on the development of this program
in ULK and on our website.

United Struggle from Within (USW) is the
MIM(Prisons)-led organization for prison-
ers. This is the group through which we build
campaigns and educational programs behind
bars. California and Texas are usually heavily
represented in USW membership, and this year
we had an influx in the Southeast and Midwest
United $tates. In the coming year we will ex-
pand our focus on states where we have active
comrades, and help those comrades build new
campaigns relevant to their local conditions. In
practice this means that we have identified the
most active states and will be focusing our work
there to bring together individuals from differ-
ent prisons with the goal of building unified
campaigns and a broader state-wide movement.

In addition to our focus on more active
states, MIM(Prisons) is working to improve the
ways we engage people to make sure no lone
comrades fall through the cracks due to censor-
ship or just from being locked up in a relatively
inactive state. We are going to pay special at-
tention to those who stay in touch and do work.

Alongside our commitment to develop pris-
oner leaders and activists, we recognize the need
to continue supporting our comrades once they
are released from prison. The MIM(Prisons)
Re-Lease on Life program will be focused on
this year, in an effort to address some issues our
released comrades have struggled with. In the
coming year we are going to research the pos-
sibility of setting up a more intensive release
program. This is something that will take sig-
nificant time and resources, and we will only be
able to offer it to those committed to a life of
political activism. As we develop the program
we will reach out to eligible individuals to work
out a release plan. In the meantime, make sure
we know when you have a release date coming
up in the next few years so we can start plan-
ning now.

We considered a proposal from a USW com-
rade to use prisoner-created revolutionary art
for fundraising, and to spread revolutionary cul-
ture in prisons and on the street. We are going
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to take up parts of the proposal that are within
our means at this time. In the coming months
we are going to initiate a project to create revo-
lutionary greeting cards and posters for sale on
the streets and for use behind bars. The proceeds
of this project will be used to fund the creation
of a revolutionary prisoner art zine, which we
will distribute on the streets. Any profits from
that zine will be used to fund a culture project
to be selected by the contributing prisoner art-
ists. Anyone can donate art to this project by
sending in your submissions to the address on
page 1! Even if you aren't an artist yourself, you
can help spread and build this cultural project
in your facility. Write in for more information.

We are pleased to report that our work has
expanded in many ways over the last year,
and we expect additional expansion based on
the plans and resources we have in place for
the coming year. In solidarity with all genuine
anti-imperialist forces world-wide, we continue
moving forward! *

Did you miss any back issues of ULK? Need
more prison-related material for study and re-
cruiting? We have many of the below issues
that we’d like to send you. Ask for them!

No. 23 Nov/Dec 2011 Lessons of Struggle

No. 25 March/April 2012 Grieve to Educate
and Unite

No. 26 May/June 2012 Nation is Principal

No. 27 July/August 2012 United Struggle
from Within

No. 28 Sept/Oct 2012 Security and Correct
Leadership

No. 29 Nov/Dec 2012 Making Prisons Safer

No. 30 Jan/Feb 2013 Consolidating our Forces

No. 31 March/April 2013 Building Lumpen
Movements

No. 32 May/June 2013 Smash the SHU

No. 33 July/August 2013 Independence/Self-
Determination

No. 34 Sept/October 2013 Health in Prisons

No. 35 Nov/Dec 2013 U.$. Internal Semi-
Colonies

No. 36 Jan/Feb 2014 Dead End of Imperialism

No. 37 March/April 2014 Prisoner Finance

No. 38 May/June 2014 Updates from the
United Front

Coming Up: No. 40 Sept/Oct 2014 Gender

Coming Up: No. 41 Nov/Dec 2014 Validation
and Step Down Programs

Want to go deeper into study? We have a
surplus of these issues of MIM Theory. Send
in a contribution for ULK to get free issues
of the magazines below (see p.12 on how to
contribute).

Issue 2/3: Revolutionary Feminisim

Issue 4: Spiral Trajectory (Communist
History)

Issue 5: Diet for a Small Red Planet (Strategy)

Issue 6: Stalin

Issue 9: Psychology

Issue 10: Labor Aristocracy

Issue 12: Environment and Revolution

Issue 14: United Front
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Illinois Court Rules Medical
Books Not Allowed to Prisoners

by an Illinois prisoner
June 2014

The Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals has
just rejected an Illinois prisoner's lawsuit per-
taining to the refusal of the prison to allow
him to receive the Physician's Desk Reference
and the Complete Guide to Prescription Drugs
2009. The court's rationale for this rejection was
rather convoluted:

"Quite simply, the prison gave the books'
drug related content as one of the reasons jus-
tifying its decision to restrict Muson's access
to the books, and we don't need to look be-
vond the books' title and the content to know
the books contain information about drugs."

By reading this statement, one would as-
sume that the prison was afraid of the informa-
tion that the prisoner would learn from reading
these books, but later in the opinion, the Court
indicated that the same books were available to
be read in the prison's law library.

The Seventh Circuit has been issuing some
rather head-scratching decisions lately concern-
ing prisoners' rights, and this is simply another
one. If the prison we are confined in does not
have these books available in the prison library
this is a point we as prisoners can raise around
this case.

MIM(Prisons) adds: This court ruling demon-
strates the arbitrary and unjust basis for censor-
ship of prisoners' mail and reading material. The
difficulty with fighting these decisions, which
start with the mail room rejections, is that courts
often uphold censorship with arbitrary and con-
tradictory reasoning. We need the help of jail-
house lawyers and street lawyers alike so that
we can take on some of these battles and expand
prisoners' access to revolutionary literature in
particular. %

...Continued from page 11 ___Uirginia

comes in as we are building for the September 9
Solidarity Demonstration this year. This day of
peaceful unity and protest, commemorating the
date of the Attica uprising has resulted in pun-
ishment of participants in past years. We cannot
let them frighten us into inaction, but organizers
need to take account of local conditions when
deciding what actions to take on September 9.
Prisoners can write to us for the September 9 or-
ganizing materials, which includes some back-
ground on the Attica uprising. *

...Continued from previous page

..World Cup

The brutal repression of the people in Bra-
zil for the sake of the "security" of the World
Cup needs to be exposed and opposed by all
who champion the oppressed everywhere. It
will only come and go leaving the poor in worse
condition for the expenditure of billions on such
games instead of desperately needed social/eco-
nomic programs. Support the peoples struggle
in Brazil! *

Facebook Shuts Down South Carolina Prisoner Accounts

by a South Carolina prisoner
June 2014

The most recent arbitrary action taken by
the South Carolina Department of Corrections
(SCDC) infringes upon the First Amendment
rights of incarcerated, and non-incarcerated,
citizens. The First Amendment of the United
States Constitution states that:

"Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press, or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the gov-
ernment for a redress of grievances.”

However, the SCDC, which is not even a
legislative body, has implemented a policy that
impedes and infringes upon the constitutional
right to freedom of speech in violation of the
First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. The
following offense was amended to SCDC Poli-
cy OP-22.14, Inmate Disciplinary System:

"905 Creating and/or assisting with a
social networking site: The facilitation, con-
spiracy, aiding, abetting in the creation or
updating of an internet web site or social net-
working site.”

This SCDC policy has resulted in Facebook,
a social networking site, taking the following
arbitrary action on accounts created by, or on
behalf of, prisoners within the SCDC:

"Your account is locked because it doesn't
comply with inmate regulations. People who
are incarcerated may not be eligible to use
Facebook if:

* It is prohibited by state law or regulations of
the facility

* The account is being maintained by someone
else"”

These actions on the part of the SCDC and
Facebook are of significant public interest due
to the fact that they prohibit non-incarcerated
citizens from exercising their First Amendment
right to be able to create and update internet
websites and social networking sites, utilized to
advocate for family and legal support on behalf
of their incarcerated family members or loved
ones. Further, these actions by the SCDC and
Facebook prohibit non-incarcerated citizens
from being able to publicize the conditions, and
rehabilitative efforts, of their incarcerated fam-
ily members and loved ones. Such decisions by
the SCDC do not serve any "legitimate peno-

Notes:

1. The Daily Mail

2. Dom Phillips. The Washington Post. Friday, May
16, 2014.

3. Daily News Wire Reports / Al Jazeera Viewfinder
07 April 2014

4. BC News 20 April 2014

5. RT.Com News 29 April 2014

logical interests" and are in direct conflict with
any rehabilitative and re-entry agenda.

The SCDC may cite "security concerns" but
this is not a valid response. To prohibit the cre-
ation and/or updating of all websites and social
networking sites by, or on behalf of, any pris-
oner within the SCDC is not a sound defensible
position. It would effectively negate the hun-
dreds of prisoners who want to establish a true
re-entry plan or proceed on a path of rehabili-
tation. It would also prohibit non-incarcerated
citizens from exercising their First Amendment
rights to free speech. In addition, it would pun-
ish prisoners for the exercising of this protected
right by non-incarcerated citizens.

In a similar case, the U.S. District Court,
District of Arizona, decided against such poli-
cies and made the following ruling:

"Prisoners may not be punished for post-
ing material on the internet with the assis-
tance of non-incarcerated third parties." Ca-
nadian Coalition Against the Death Penalty v.
Ryan, 269 F. Supp. 2d 1199 (D. Ariz. 2003).

My family created and updated a Facebook
account on my behalf to advocate for the sup-
port of my family and friends, and to publicize
my conditions of confinement and rehabilitative
efforts and progress. Facebook has locked that
account due to SCDC's arbitrary policy. My
family and I are preparing to take legal action
against the SCDC. My family and I would be
grateful for any aid and assistance, or referrals,
that any individual citizen, or group of citizens,
may be able and willing to provide. We would
respectfully request that everyone help in pub-
licizing this issue, because there are many citi-
zens who are unaware that they are affected by
it. I thank you all in advance for your time and
assistance.

MIM(Prisons) adds: We know that many pris-
oners and their families and friends make use
of social networking sites like Facebook to pub-
licize their case and garner help and support.
This attempt by SCDC to further limit prisoner's
voices comes as no surprise after they banned
literature coming from outside sources a few
years ago.(see ULK 24) We have seen an up-
swing in prisoner activism in South Carolina
over the past year, and this policy suggests the
prison will do whatever it can to restrict these
activists from getting word out about the abuses
and injustice going on behind bars.

We know that social networking sites like
Facebook are not going to form the basis for
successful revolutionary struggles, and that we
must build independent institutions of the op-
pressed, whether online or elsewhere. Yet even
that would not address the threat of punishment
against prisoners for providing information that
is posted online. So we stand behind this pris-
oner's fight and agree that SCDC does not have
the right to impose these restrictions. Mean-
while, we call out Facebook for playing along
with regulations that shut down the free speech
of prisoners and their family and friends. *
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North Carolina Bans Legally Permitted Activities, Nominal UVictory

by Legal Coordinator of MIM(Prisons)
July 2014

In early June of this year, MIM Distributors
received a letter from Assistant Director Cyn-
thia Bostic of the North Carolina Department of
Public Safety (NCDPS) upholding the censor-
ship of Under Lock & Key No. 37 (March/April
2014). Bostic censored ULK 37 because it men-
tions the options legally available to prisoners,
to not buy from commissary, not order packages
through the prison's vendor, and to file civil ac-
tion suits. None of these activities are illegal, or
even against NCDPS's own policies. Since the
newsletter talks about activities which prisoners
are legally allowed to engage in, but which give
the prisoners a tiny notion of agency and self-
determination, it is not permitted in the state.

As a North Carolina comrade wrote al-
most two years ago, censorship of ULK under
the guise of illegal activities was triggered by
a surge in subscribers in that state and the de-
velopment of a campaign by USW comrades in
North Carolina to petition the state's ineffective
grievance system.(1)

MIM Distributors has written multiple let-
ters to NCDPS administrators in an effort to
defend the rights of prisoners to read our news-
letter, and to exercise our right to free speech.
One of these letters helped convince Bostic to
approve the delivery of Under Lock & Key No.
36 (January/February 2014). According to Sec-
tion D.0105(d) of NCDPS's Policies and Proce-
dures, upon approval, the Publication Review
Committee and Wardens are supposed to work
together to deliver the previously censored is-
sues of Under Lock & Key to their intended re-
cipients. In Bostic's letter, she "permits" MIM
Distributors to resend ULK 36 at our own ex-
pense. We recently checked in with our sub-
scribers in North Carolina to see if this issue
was delivered to them via the channels outlined
in NCDPS Policies and Procedures. If you were
a subscriber in January 2014, you should have
received issue 36 from your Warden. Let us
know if you haven't! %

Notes:
1. “ULK Censored in Retaliation for Grievance
Campaign”, September 2012.

UVirginia Prisoner Punished for Organizing

by a Virginia prisoner
June 2014

I am in receipt of your introductory letter
to the Prisoners' Legal Clinic and a copy of my
edited article that's published on your website.
Since the publication of the article, the prisoner
who had previously been denied schooling is
now enrolled. Your efforts and exposure had a
positive impact! Unfortunately, the other ma-
terials you have sent, Under Lock & Key, the
study group materials, etc., continue to be cen-
sored. I'm awaiting the final decision of the Pub-
lication Review Committee, so I may send you
their notice should you choose to file a lawsuit
challenging the censorship.

With the appeal of my conviction for En-
couraging a Group Demonstration being de-
cided against me, I am not permitted a prison
job. While I did not expect a favorable decision,
I was stunned that the final arbiter explicitly ad-
mitted that I am punished, "Not for what you
did, but for why you did it."

Of course the U.§. Constitution guarantees
freedom of belief and speech. And the United
Snakes Supreme Clout whose "justices" are the
final interpreters of the constitution of the Unit-
ed Snakes have repeatedly ruled "[N]o citizen
may be punished for his beliefs but only for his
actions."

My point is, [ was "convicted" inside the gu-
lag for "encouraging prisoners to refrain from
commissary purchases." This action is not a
violation of the rules because no prisoner is re-
quired to purchase commissary. So the reasons
that I encouraged prisoners not to purchase
commissary - or my beliefs - are supposed to be
immune from punishment. Yet the Virginia De-

partment of Corruptions explicitly stated I was
punished not for what I did but for why I did it.

I'm having the decision of the Virginia De-
partment of Corruptions reviewed by some as-
sociates for consideration of filing a lawsuit. But
to be frank, it has been my experience that for
a prisoner in the gulag, the Constitution of the
United States is most useful only when my roll
of toilet paper is empty.

A paper document has no power. Ask the
crime victims who've been beaten by the per-
petrators who stepped across the boundaries
of the "protective orders." Ask the black and
brown people of the south who were beaten for
voting even when a piece of paper stated this
harrassment was unlawful. The Constitution of
the United Snakes says we have protected lib-
erties, but the festered minds of the so-called
"justices" are filled with pus, and they repeat-
edly ooze phrases telling us prisoners that the
Constitution really does not say what is written
therein. These pus-filled minds are fond of say-
ing, in the prison context these god-given rights
for humanity are subjugated to the objectives of
the go-vermine-ment. (paraphrased)

Think about that, my friends. Supposedly,
the Constitution of the United States grants the
God-given liberties that are basic and essential
to human life, but those liberties are permitted
in prison only as long as they are not contrary
to a legitimate government objective. (read
Thornburgh v. Abbott, 490 U.S. 401 (1989)).
By implication, this means the government has
objectives that are contrary to what is basic and
essential to human life.

MIM(Prisons) adds: This prisoner's report
Continued on page 10...
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To Pigism

by an Ohio prisoner

Pigism has no color

As we adjust they adapt

So we must remain abreast
by choosing

not-to-wait-to
have-to-react.

Pigs are Black! Wearing afros
or hats to the back

yelling KAPTIVES! hands

in the air! as they attack.
Attack! Attack!

Pigs are white

old "Raiders in the night"

Imperialist goons with guns (oink)

Blue and grey uniforms (oink)

forcing kaptives to LIE DOWN!

and conform conform conform.

Imperialism is pigism and has too easily
become the accepted norm.

Somebody Sound the Alarm
as we storm! Storm! Storm!
and tear down the norms
and no longer conform

to pigism *

Under Lock & Key not enough?

Join a Maoist study cell through
MIM(Prisons)! The intro study group
studies articles written by MIM authors;
a pamphlet on the basics of our
political line; and Mao Zedong’s essay
“On Contradiction,” which introduces
us to the philosophy of dialectical
materialism (how we study history).
The whole study course costs $5 or you
can trade work for study. Write in today
to sign up for the next group starting
October 2014!




Under Lock & Key is the main organizing tool of United
Struggle from Within (USW). This page details some of the
active campaigns that USW is involved in. Those who want
to push the revolutionary struggle forward from behind bars
should get involved in USW by working on these campaigns,
or initiating their own.

DAY OF PEACE AND SOLIDARITY

In remembrance of the Attica uprising of 1971, start organizing now with
people in your facility for the third annual day of peace and solidarity on
September 9, 2014. From midnight to midnight, prisoners are encouraged to
fast and spend the entire day networking and organizing for long-term peace
between prisoners, based on the principles of the United Front for Peace in
Prisons (see the principles on p.2). See the opposite page for more info.

CALL FOR DOCUMENTATION OF CDCR CORRUPTION

A USW comrade is attempting to challenge the corruption of the green wall in

California. If you would like to contribute to these efforts, s/he can use signed

statements documenting officer brutality, shootings, scams or causing unrest.

These will be submitted to the Attorney General and added to the case s/he is
filing. Send your statements to MIM(Prisons).

CONDUCT LUMPEN RESEARCH SURVEY

This is a call for volunteers to conduct a socio-economic survey on U.$. prison-
ers as part of MIM(Prisons)'s research on the lumpen class in the United $tates.
If you are interested in administering the survey to prisoners in your area write in
and let us know. We are trying to get as much data as we can, so everyone who
is able to talk to other prisoners should sign up!

SPREAD UNDER LOCK & KEY

A basic task you can do for USW is get people to subscribe to Under Lock &
Key. Itis free for prisoners! The most effective way to expand our readership
is to ask other prison publications to run free ads or plugs for Under Lock &
Key and MIM(Prisons)’s Free Political Books for Prisoners Program. The ad
could say something like “MIM is a revolutionary anti-imperialist group fighting
criminal injustice, and helping prisoners to organize and educate themselves.
Sends free political books and dictionaries, offers a free subscription to their
newspaper Under Lock & Key, and runs correspondence study courses. Write
to MIM for a free subscription.” Be sure to include our contact info from page 1.

If you know someone who likes this newsletter, have them write to get their
own subscription. People are moved all the time and it's better to get in contact
when our address is available than to lose your one contact who got it. We
have plenty of back issues if you need them for recruiting, just ask.

WE DEMAND OUR GRIEVANCES ARE ADDRESSED

If you are experiencing any problems with your
grievance process, such as delays or unanswered \\\
a,

grievances, you should join this campaign. Petitions

are available for Arizona, California, Colorado, Florid
Montana, Nevada, North Carolina, Oregon, \,\'\
Oklahoma, and Texas. Write in to get the petition

for your state. If your prison’s policies allow, give stamps

or envelopes to your comrades inside to mail out the petition.
If you can’t make your own copies, then tell us why and we can
send you extras. Remember, you need to send them out to the
administrators and politicians listed yourself. MIM(Prisons) doesn’t
have the resources to mail out your petitions for you.

Spread This Campaign - If your state is not currently covered by the griev-
ance campaign, but you are experiencing a similar problem, volunteer to
rewrite the petition to work for your state.

TEXAS RESTRICTION TO 5 INDIGENT LETTERS / MONTH
Texas recently revised their Correspondence Rules to restrict indigent prison-
ers to only 5 letters per month. A Prisoners’ Legal Clinic contributor submitted a
letter and sample Step 1 and Step 2 Grievance Forms for Texas prisoners to use
to protest the restriction on indigent mail. Write to MIM(Prisons) to get a copy.

EXPAND STUDY GROUPS

Form a study group in your prison. To start, you can simply discuss this issue of
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Under Lock & Key. Choose what to study next based on what concepts interest
you in this issue. Send us periodic reports on what you have been studying, and
we will send you plenty of literature to delve into. We can also help get the read-
ing materials through the mail to your comrades if needed. As you study, you
can compile study questions to create a study pack for future groups who want
to study the same material. MIM(Prisons) runs Maoist study groups, but an in-
persyn group may be better for those whose mail from us is being censored, or
to reach people who wouldn'’t join our group.

FIGHT CENSORSHIP

Comrades in lllinois and North Carolina have stepped up to help fight the ban
on MIM literature that is ongoing at several facilities in these states. Subscribers
should be sure to tell us what mail you're getting, and not, from us!

Everyone should send MIM(Prisons) copies of your censorship documents for
denied issues of Under Lock & Key and other mail from MIM Distributors. Also,
always file grievances and appeals for your censored mail.

BECOME A ULK FIELD CORRESPONDENT

For ULK 40 we will be focusing on gender and identity. See MIM Theory 2/3:
Revolutionary Feminism, MIM Theory 9: Psychology, ULK 6: Gender and ULK
15: Mental Health for background of our political line on the topic. We are par-
ticularly interested in article submissions from our transgender subscribers.

For issue 41 we are going to focus on gang validation and step down programs.
Write to us with reports on what's going on in your prison/state, how people are
being validated/for what, how it's being used as a tool of political repression,
and how it relates to long-term isolation.

For the print version of ULK, we look for news and articles with theoretical
and anti-imperialist content. We also want to feature articles that show how
people have organized against these conditions, and not just document them.
MIM(Prisons) offers resources and opportunities to help you develop as a writ-
er, including a Writing Guide and, for those who complete some of our study
courses and become regular contributors to ULK, a Writing Group.

If you've written us a letter, then you have all the skills you need to become a
Field Correspondent. When reporting on conditions, details are good, but keep
it short. Not only does someone have to type your article, but remember that it
is not your one report that's gonna make a difference; it is the accumulation of
reporting from across the country and the connections we make between those
struggles. So leave room for others to tell their stories, which strengthens yours.

Due to space restrictions, many of the reports we get don’'t make it into ULK.
Instead they are available on our website, which serves as an archive tracking
the behavior of prison staff over years. Collecting empirical data in the field is
part of our scientific method. When you complain about some pig throwing your

mail in the trash and people don't listen because they think it was probably

same staff, proving that it was no accident at all.

\“ ? ; just an accident, we have documentation of hundreds of “accidents” by the

FUNDING NEEDED TO EXPAND ULK

This issue of Under Lock & Key has 4 bonus pages, brought to you by Sustain-
ers and donators! It costs over $200 to make this happen, and the last bonus
issue was No. 36 Jan/Feb 2014. Let's see if we can raise money to print
bonus pages even quicker next time! Donations to MIM(Prisons) go straight
into our work to help build the anti-imperialist movement behinds bars, and
donations that aren't for anything specific (study group, books, etc.) go toward
adding bonus content to ULK.

If you want to send in regular donations, sign up to be a Sustainer. We'll
send you reminders when your pledge is due, and give you first priority
for literature requests. Each copy of ULK costs about $1 to print and
mail. To cover the cost of your issue and one more, that's $2 per issue
or $12 per year. You can pay at each issue, or all up front. Just tell us
how much you want to pledge and we'll send you more info. ULK
Sustainer donations all go toward adding more content to ULK.

IMPORTANT: We can not accept checks or money orders

made out to “MIM Distributors.” When it is time to send in your
pledge by check, we will send you instructions on how to do
that. If you want to send a one-time check, let us know first. If
your facility rules allow it, stamps are always the best way to
donate!
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September 9, 2014
Day of Peace and Solidarity!

In remembrance of the Attica uprising of
1971, prisoners are encouraged to fast and
spend the entire day of September 9, midnight
to midnight, networking and organizing for
long-term peace between prisoners. Organize
with others based on the principles of the
United Front for Peace in Prisons.(see p.2)
This will be the third annual Day of Peace and
Solidarity. Write in for a pamphlet on organiz-
ing and information on Attica.

Cheat Sheet:

Go to chow hall, accept food, render tray/
sack inedible, go directly to seat. Or go to
chow, refuse tray, go directly to seat. Repeat
at dinner.

Unless directly confronted by a CO, ignore
all comments, provocations, and questions.
If directly confronted by a CO about what is
going on, politely tell them “I am fasting.” If
you are asked why, tell them “In support of my
fellow prisoners” and/or “Because I am tired
of...” and state your complaint. Nothing more
needs to be said.

Do not become belligerent, combative, or
antagonistic. Do not provoke a confrontation.
The vast majority of disturbances in prison
start in chow hall. By not provoking the COs,
we preserve the integrity of the action, and we
protect each other. Most important, we do not
give them our day. *

Demand Justice for
Prisoner Death in Texas

by a Texas prisoner
May 2014

On June 3 of last year a young Black man
named Maynard Brumsey was killed at the Dal-
hart Unit in Texas due to excessive use of force.
As a result of constant urging by comrades and
their families calling for justice, several of the
top officials were removed. It's more likely than
not that they were just placed at other units in
similar fashion to what the Catholics did in re-
cent years with pedophiles within their ranks.
Nor was their removal likely officially directly
related to Brumsey's death. So, we are a far cry
from exacting anything like justice upon the of-
fender officers whose actions caused that man
to die. Officers Hay, Verlardi, Marquez, Jack-
son, Crawford, and Gambriel killed this man
through excessive force and in failing to take
him to medical after they brutalized him, even
as he complained of having trouble breathing.
They need to answer for that. Those officials
who failed to investigate this matter correctly
and according to procedure and/or who covered
this thing up need to face criminal sanctions. We
don't let the Brumsey matter die until that hap-
pens.

This is the nature of our revolutionary strug-
gle in the United States at present. What happens
in prisons is just one aspect of it. We need to
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Texas Petitions Fall on Deaf Ears, Need to Shift Campaign Target

by a Texas prisoner
June 2014

We here on Polunsky are receiving the ULK
and copies of the grievance petition. We are en-
gaged in the fight on a very small scale. Hun-
dreds of petitions have been sent to the central
grievance office, Administrative Review and
Risk Management Division (ARRM), Execu-
tive Director of the Texas Department of Crimi-
nal Justice (TDCJ), and recently TDCJ Board
Chairman Oliver Bell, but to no avail. Griev-
ances are not submitted and grievance investi-
gators claim to not have received them. Those
that do get processed/submitted are not properly
investigated and receive the standard response
of "insufficient evidence to substantiate your al-
legation."

The KKKlantation Warden Gary Hunter is
in collusion with grievance staff to trash/destroy
any grievance/appeal that may get action if we
proceed to the Step 2 level, that is if the Step 2
does not land in the hands of Regional Director
Richard Alford who has been Assistant Warden
and Head Warden on this KKKlantation within
the 12 years that I've been here.

There is another struggle against Helen Shef-
field (Sgt. of Safe Prison/Extortion). She confis-
cates personal property of offenders accused of
extortion, running gambling businesses, stories,
inappropriate relationships with female guards,
etc., and destroys property if the offender re-
fuses to snitch for her. This is all done under the
watchful eye of Senior Warden Hunter and As-
sistant Warden Kenneth Hutto.

If any comrades in Texas can assist us in our
fight against Sgt. Sheffield and her theft and un-
lawful destruction of offender property, please
feel free to engage in this struggle.

To all comrades of USW in Texas, we must
come up with a new direction to take this griev-
ance campaign (i.e. new addresses to send it to)

be vigilant in making the connections between
prisons and hoods clear, especially the projects
to prisons pipeline that uses public schools as a
conduit. We need to understand the relationship
between these phenomena and political disen-
gagement and economic disempowerment. In
clearly defining the nature of our social predica-
ment, we are more competent in our struggles'
strategic development.

Consistent and sustained vehicles of infor-
mation and resource exchange are paramount. |
recently received literature from MIM(Prisons)
under the banner of our United Struggle from
Within which outlined several procedural codes
of compliance that can be used effectively
against officers and administration. In our past
three years of development we have reached
nearly 5,000 men with our advocating for our
"Triple C Core Concepts." Each of those men
should have such material to fight with. So I
praise MIM(Prisons) and the collective efforts
of our USW comrades for that. %

because all the former names/addresses have
failed us. My suggestion is the U.S. Department
of Justice (DOJ) or ACLU Texas. We comrades
on the Polunsky KKKlantation have chosen to
forward our petitions to the DOJ.

USWI18 responds, July 2014: I read over the
letter from our Polunsky comrades. This is
what I recommend. Often it helps to attach an
1-60 with your step one grievance and ask the
“Grievance Officer” for the processing number
of your grievance. If you have this number you
will have a direct reference to track a grievance.
This helps discourage grievances being “mis-
placed.” It’s also handy when you write ARRM
about the unit not addressing that particular
grievance. For important and serious grievances
it is useful to start them like this:

[ file this grievance to exhaust all admin-
istrative remedies as required by the Prison
Litigation Reform Act to bring forth action
under section 1983 of Title 42 of the United
States Code.

It basically says: I’'m going to sue you! It’s
not a guarantee but such an intro may make the
grievance officer take it more seriously.

In regards to the officers who confiscate per-
sonal property and then destroy them, I’d like
to direct our comrades to the Texas Grievance
Guide. In particular the part concerning filing
criminal charges against officers. If an officer
takes a prisoner’s property without giving a
confiscation form stating the reason for confis-
cation, then that is legally theft. It is also a viola-
tion of your civil right to due process (which is
also a criminal offense). Of course you will need
some kind of proof that the item existed and was
taken. Get prisoners to write affidavits and ref-
erence any camera numbers (if there are any).
The criminal charges may not stick because pigs
don’t eat pork, but it may give them a wake up
call and make them think twice.

I agree that our grievance petitions are hav-
ing no effect with the people we are currently
sending them to. I feel it more beneficial to send
them to ACLU Texas or the DOJ. Our grievanc-
es and complaints are systematically neglected
and denied. It is an Orwellian system, a laby-
rinth of closed loops, a facade. We need to push
for the TDCJ Independent Oversight Committee
which will place our grievances before an unaf-
filiated organization with the ability to monitor
TDCIJ to ensure that it abides by statutory law
and its own policy.

We souldn't hope sending the grievance peti-
tion alone to the DOJ or ACLU is enough. We
must promote and campaign this proposed bill
to our freeworld friends and family. I see no
other way to break these closed loops.

MIM(Prisons) adds: Write to us for a copy
of the Texas Grievance Guide. While we agree
with this comrade that a TDCJ Independent
Oversight Committee would bring progress for
Texas prisoners in their fight against abuse and

Continued on page 16...



Maoist Internationalist Ministry of Prisons

NIC Protesting Basic Conditions

by Kanati of United Struggle from Within
May 2014

On Monday, 19 May 2014, 7 prisoners at
Polk Correctional on the H-Con Unit began a
hunger strike due to inhumane conditions, and
finally some getting fed up with the mistreat-
ment. It is day 4 and 8 comrades refused their
breakfast this morning. Some of the demands
are:

* need brooms to sweep cells

* need nail clippers to exercise proper hygiene

* need outside recreation

* need new trays, ones now are cracked, split,
peeling causing us to find plastic in our food

* staff need to wear hair nets/change gloves for
food preparation and serving

* need headphones sold separately in canteen so
we don't have to buy a whole new radio

* stop taking mattress and religious property as
punishment for up to 3 days

* special housing cells need to be cleaned daily
- currently have blood, bodily fluids in them
and comrades are placed in them naked on
suicide watch, only given 4 sheets of toilet pa-
per, no hygiene, forced to eat with dirty hands

* need a law library

* stop use of nutraloaf as punishment

* stop keeping us on H-Con 18-24 months be-
fore letting us off even without getting write
ups

* stop using restraints as punishment

These are just some of the most important of
33 demands. I am asking other comrades to join
in support and fast or to write to:

Frank L. Perry, Secretary

Division of Prisons

4201 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-4201

and,

U.S. Dept. of Justice, Civil Rights Division
Special Litigation Section

950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington DC 20530

or other forms of protest that do not cause
you to receive an infraction. Also, pump them
fists as we got a victory in the Central Prison
Unit 1 case. They have to use a hand-held cam-
era during all use of force, specifically after the
use of force or during/until you are put back in
your cell and no longer in contact with correc-
tions staff. So hear it, can I get a hell yeah from
all my comrades! *

We Interrupt This Program: Censorship of TU and Radio in Prison

by USW?73 of United Struggle from Within
July 2014

In today's world we're seeing the courts and
media minimize the fact that U.S. prisons are
run by criminals worse than the so-called worst
confined within them. They have attempted, and
have succeeded to a degree, in demonizing the
prisoners being tortured and thereby desensi-
tized the general public on that subject.

This is why it also seems the jury in the court
of public opinion is still out regarding what pro-
cess is due, and how the experimental imple-
mentation of political censorship known by its
official misnomer "Obscene Materials Regula-
tions" is already in progress on San Quentin
State Prison's (SQ) four death row Security
Housing Units (SHUs). The normalization of
censorship in all its forms continues right before
our eyes in SQ and beyond.

Consider how an invasion force imposes
their will upon their victims preserved alive.
One of the first things it does is knock out all
means of communication. After installing a
puppet governing body it then promotes its own
agenda through the mass media. The San Quen-
tin Antenna Cable System (SQACS) can be de-
scribed as a one-sided propaganda bomb with a
signal jamming warhead. It is a weapon of mass
corruption in the hands of terrorists embedded
in the Calincarceration Corrupted Peace Offi-
cers Association (CCPOA) and other affiliates
using the CDCR as their puppet to lord it over in
the micro-societies of prison. Their fee for this
is deducted from your paycheck, education, and
social services for the disabled and elderly.

Not only are the 14 now obsolete signal con-

verters a huge waste of electricity (they've been
on 24/7 nearly 5 years!) they also block free
over-the-air broadcasts on the VHF channels
they're rebroadcasted on. Contrary to popular
belief prisons don't make money for the state.
Only those working at prisons make the money
and since the SQACS wastes YOUR money and
not theirs, they don't care - especially when it
can be used to give them job security.

Public broadcast stations KQED and KMTP
are just two stations multicasting from Sutro
Tower that are currently being blocked/restrict-
ed by the SQ administration under the guise of
technical difficulties. I argue it is actually inten-
tional because these provide programs such as
World News, Democracy Now, and even docu-
mentaries denouncing the horrific practice of
long term torture by indefinite solitary confine-
ment in California prisons.

San Quentin is by no means the only
California prison using this technology to
censor over-the-air broadcasts that don't fit their
oligarchy's agenda. Radio stations received via
these systems at various SHUs have reportedly
cut-out as the hunger strikers were being
commended for their peaceful protest. The
broadcast was then turned back on when the
CDCR representative began demonizing it.

As stated in the essay "Free your mind; re-
versing the effects of prison censorship" by S.
Muhammad Hyland, "The bottom line is simple.
The institutional restrictions on revolutionary
political material are in place for a reason: to
keep us from learning how to go about securing
our freedom, and destroying the system respon-
sible for our lack of success in Amerika."

On Revolutionary Discipline

by 1st Crown of Black Order Revolutionary
Organization
June 2014

A persyn can proceed no further than the
knowledge they have will carry them. To ad-
vance the revolutionary nationalist struggle for
land, independence and socialism, we have to
have a knowledge — a scientific understanding
of the world around us — and we must study hys-
tory. In order to do this, we must acquire dis-
cipline, revolutionary discipline. Revolutionary
discipline is not something we are born with, it
must be developed.

Discipline implies self-control, a willing-
ness to submit yourself to the rules and code of
conduct of an organization that is dedicated to
independence. It means doing what is necessary
to advance the objectives of the movement and
doing what you say.

A unity of will and purpose cannot be accom-

Continued on page 17...

i Get the MIM Spanish Pack
! (old MIM literature en espafiol) !
' Ask for it when you write us! !

Spanish Translators &

Editor Needed!

We need volunteers who can read and
write well in both English and Spanish
to translate for Undgr Lock & Igay. A
fast growing segment of the U.$. prison
population is Spanish-speaking migrants,
and we would like to reach out to them as
much as possible.

If you have great written Spanish skills,
volunteer to edit articles others have
already translated.

Write in to put in work!

MIM(Prisons) adds: Unlike most U.$. prisons
found in rural areas, San Quentin is right in the
Bay Area where, as this comrade points out,
there are many sources of progressive informa-
tion on television and radio. It is quite damning
that the state finds it necessary to censor these
channels, which anyone just outside of the San
Quentin compound can watch and listen to just
fine. It speaks to the truth that prisons are all
about social control. And it underscores the im-
portance of not just having control of our own
independent media, but also fighting for our
First Amendment rights to distribute and share
that media. Distribution networks are constantly
threatened by bourgeois interests, from elimi-
nating public bulletin boards, to the attempts
to prioritize corporate website traffic on the in-
ternet, to blocking television and radio stations
within prisons. Under Lock & Key is perhaps
the most censored news source in the Amerikan
Criminal Injustice System, and we are always
engaged in ongoing battles in many states. We
need more jailhouse lawyers and legal help on
the streets to help with this fight. %
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losotros Queremos Paz! Ellos Quieren Seguridad

por MIM(Prisons)
traducido por un@ prisioner@ en California
Marzo 2009

Primera mitad de este articulo se publico en
ULK 38, escribanos para una copia.

En ULK leeras historias de planes frustrados
de paz, violentos montajes, y riesgo de pago para
los C.O.s. Varios de los sindicatos representando
a los asi llamados oficiales de paz, son algunos
de los mas fuertes en el pais y su principal her-
ramienta de influencia es la seguridad personal.
Ellos dicen "estamos poniendo nuestras vidas en
juego para proteger tus mierdas, es mejor que
nos paguen bien." Por lo tanto la inherente mo-
tivacion por mas violencia, mas motines, mas
miembros de gangas "validados" y mas maxima
seguridad y prisiones supermax. Todo esto sig-

los oprimidos. Ciudadanos Estadounidenses de
clase media se benefician por ser miembros del
grupo de gente quienes pueden ser policias o
que pueden consiguen trabajos similares como
opresores en el sistema de injusticia criminal, y
se benefician de los servicios que los policias
proporcionan manteniendo lineas entre los gru-
pos sociales.

Esto no es solo una motivacion individual-
ista de un pago mas alto, esto es ademds una
conciencia nacional que es necesaria para crear
la mentalidad de "Nosotros vs. Ellos," que es
necesaria para dirigir prisiones de la manera que
ellos lo hacen en los Estados Unidos. Un ejem-
plo esta conciencia surgi¢ durante el reinado de
terror de Guiliani en la ciudad de Nueva York
en los afios 1990s, cuando el New York Times
report6 que la mayoria de residentes blancos es-

nifica mas dinero en sus bolsillos. taban conformes con la conducta de la policia

que ellos veian, mientras que nueve de diez de
Negras sintieron que "la policia se dedicaba en
la brutalidad contra Negras."(4)

Por lo general, Amerikanos en su totalidad
se benefician de sus posiciones de poder sobre

El MIM(Prisiones
El Ministro Maoista Internacional de Prisiones, MIM(Prisiones), es una célula de revolucionarios que
sirve las masas opresas adentro de las prisiones de los EEUU. Mantenemos la ideologia comunista revolucio-
naria del Marxismo-Leninismo-Maoismo y trabajamos del punto del proletariado del tercer mundo.

El imperialismo es el enemigo numero uno de la mayoria de gente del mundo, no podemos obtener nuestra
meta de terminar toda opresion sin derribar el imperialismo. La historia nos ha mostrado que el imperialista
hara guerra antes de permitir un fin a la opresion.

Como revolucionarios internacionalistas, apoyamos la auto-determinacion de todas naciones y gentes.
Apoyamos a las naciones que deciden desunirse de la economia imperialista, incluyendo el derecho de las
semi-colonias internas de separarse de los Estados Unidos. Hoy, el sistema de prisiones de los EEUU es una
parte importantisima del estado imperialista que es usado para prevenir la auto-determinacion de las naciones
opresas. Es por esta razon que vemos a prisioneros en este pais como manteniendo la delantera de cualquier
movimiento anti-imperialista y revolucionario. Mientras que nuestra organizacion se enfoca en apoyo al pri-
sionero, creemos que hay una necesidad grave de trabajo para el Maoista en organizar y educar en muchas
dreas en los Estados Unidos. Tenemos la esperanza que alguna gente se inspire por nuestro ejemplo alrededor
de prisiones y que lo aplique a su propio trabajo para crear mas células maoista y amplie el movimiento
Maoista detras de las lineas del enemigo.

MIM(Prisiones) se distingue de otros grupos en los siguientes seis puntos. Consideramos que las otras
organizaciones que activamente mantienen estos puntos ser fraternal.

1. El comunismo es nuestra meta. El comunismo es una sociedad en donde ningun grupo tiene poder sobre
cualquier otro grupo.

2. Una dictadura del proletariado es necesario. En una dictadura del proletariado la mayoria explotada
anterior dicta a la minoria (el que promovio la explotacion) como la sociedad se debe conducir. En el caso de
naciones imperialistas, una dictadura junta del proletariado de naciones opresas (JDPON) debe hacer este
papel en donde no hay proletariado interno o una base significante de masas que favorece comunismo.

3. Promovemos una frente unida contra todos los que se oponen al imperialismo. El camino al JDPON
sobre las naciones imperialista incluye unir todos aquellos que se puedan unir contra el imperialismo. No
podemos pelear el imperialismo y pelear otras que estan ocupadas en conflictos de vida o muerte con el impe-
rialismo a la misma vez. Aun las clases de una nacion imperialista pueden ser aliados en el frente unido bajo
ciertas condiciones.

4. Una clase parasitica domina los paises del primer mundo. Como Marx, Engels, y Lenin formularon
v la idea de MIM ha reiterado a través de andlisis materialista, el imperialismo extrae super-ganancias del
Tercer Mundo y en parte usa esta riqueza para comprar populaciones enteras de supuestos trabajadores.
Estos supuestos trabajadores comprados por el imperialismo forman una nueva burguesia pequena - llamada
la aristocracia de labor, ellos no son un vehiculo para el Maoismo. Aquellos que trabajan en los intereses
economicos de la aristocracia de labor del primer mundo forman la base de masas para apretar el agarre de
la muerte del tercer mundo por el imperialismo

5. Nuevas burguesias se formardn bajo el socialismo. Mao guio la marcha para exponer la burguesia que
se desarrollo adentro del partido comunista en la Union Soviética y la camparnia para bombardear los cuarteles
generales en su propio pais de China. Esas experiencias demostraron la necesidad de revolucion continua
bajo la dictadura del proletariado. La lucha de clases no se termina hasta que el estado haya sido anulado y
el comunismo se haya alcanzado.

6. La Gran Revolucion Cultural de Proletariado en China fue el avance mas lejano hacia al comunismo
en la historia. Mantenemos la Union Soviética hasta la muerte de Stalin en 1953, seguido por la Republica
de la gente de China a través de 1976 como los ejemplos mejores del socialismo moderno en la practica. El
arresto de la “Pandilla de Cuatro” en China y la subida de Khrushchev en la Union Soviética marcaron la
restauracion del capitalismo en esos paises. Otros experimentos en el desarrollo del socialismo en el siglo 20
fallaron de sobrepasar el modelo Soviético (es decir: Albania) o peor; se quedo adentro del modelo capitalista
de produccion, generalmente por la falla de romper con la teoria de fuerzas productivas.
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Estas normas nacionales de "ellos contra
nosotros" fueron creadas por los colonizadores
blancos y esta profundamente dentro de la his-
toria de arrebatos de tierras y comercio de escla-
vos. Después del tiempo esto forzé al oprimido
a ver el mundo de una manera similarmente di-
vidida, dejando a los opresores con dos alterna-
tivas; ellos pueden retractarse y usar esto como
una justificacion para su propia brutalidad o pu-
eden disminuir la contradiccion. Nuestro anali-
sis de imperialismo y la contradiccion principal
predice que Amerikanos no pueden disminuir la
contradiccion, y hasta ahora hemos probado ten-
er larazon. Y eso es porque prisiones de Estados
Unidos llegaron a ser un pequefio mundo per-
versamente violento de la sociedad Amerikana.

Mientras que creemos que policias y oficia-
les correccionales en general tienen intereses
conferidos para oponerse a nuestros esfuerzos
para promover paz, estamos actuando en un Fr-
ente Unido con algunos empleados del enorme
sistema de justicia criminal quienes estan mas
interesados en llegar a casa con sus familias
cada noche, que consiguir una chance de pago
y nuevos juguetes de alta tecnologia para jugar.
Esto es poco probable en lugares como Cali-
fornia donde la historia ya ha mostrado que les
pasa a los empleados de las prisiones que hablan
contra estos intereses. En una nota asociada,
MIM(Prisons) no amenaza las vidas de las per-
sonas ni induce gente al suicidio, ni lleva a cabo
asesinatos.

Muchos empleados de las prisiones afirman
que MIM(Prisons) es una amenaza porque ani-
mamos a prisioneros a organizarse. Miramos a
la historia otra vez, y ayudamos a sofocar esos
temores tomando una mirada a dos de los mas
grandes ejemplos de prisioneros organizadose
ellos mismos: Attica y Walpole. En la rebelion
de Attica en 1971, no fueron asesinados oficia-
les correccionales hasta que la Guardia Nacional
entrd y bale6 a muerte a 11 empleados junto con
29 prisioneros. Hasta ese punto los prisioneros
de Attica habian organizado una sociedad dirigi-
da democraticamente dentro de las paredes de la
prision, incluyendo cosas tales como su propia
comida y servicios médicos, mientras que es-
taban negociando con el Estado en nombre de
todos los prisioneros. A los guardias se les dio
trato superior todo el tiempo.

Un par de afios mas tarde, prisioneros en
Walpole se les fue permitido dirigir la prision el-
los mismos cuando el sindicato de los guardias
se fue a la huelga. Ellos crearon servicios simi-
lares como los prisioneros de Attica, y en reali-
dad incrementaron la eficiencia de operacion de
la prision con los guardias y burdcratas fuera
del camino. Esto mostrdé que tan pronto como
a principios de los afios 70s, que a los guardias
de prision se le pagaban altos salarios por hacer
nada. Desde entonces la poblacion de la prision
se ha incrementado ocho veces, haciendo engor-
dar la labor aristocratica con trabajos de salarios
mas altos a lo largo del camino.

Los prisioneras funcionando pacificamente
sin supervisores impact6 a los puercos, quienes
entonces empezaron a correr rumores acerca de
motines dentro de Walpole. Los motines nunca

Continia en la pagina siguiente...
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California SHU Battle Part of Anti-Imperialist Struggle

by USWS5 of United Struggle from Within
June 2014

"It shows that circumstances make men
just as much as men make circumstances."
- Karl Marx in the German ideology

Can we say that a new phenomenon is brew-
ing behind these walls? We can all see the new
level of political consciousness in California
prisons, where prisoners are resisting the re-
pressive policies of the California Department
of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) in a
more collective manner. Change has been slow,
but progress is evident. The root of this is us
prisoners with a little political and legal educa-
tion to enlighten others and at the same time in-
spire others to participate in progressive action.

The California hunger strikes weren't spon-
taneous demonstrations against injust human
rights violations in the Security Housing Units
(SHUs), but rather carefully laid out plans to get
outside attention and assistance. It was years of
suppression that brought a few together to gath-
er many in a common purpose that serves all of
our interests. Some men are mentally broken
while others carry on in these SHU conditions.

This is but a simple dialectic; or two sides of
a contradiction forming a unity. On one hand we
have those who deteriorate under these condi-
tions and seek any way out, while on the other
hand we have those prisoners who adapt and at
the same time find ways to better themselves
by educating themselves in law, reading good
books, or picking up hobbies to keep them-
selves occupied. It is through these individuals
who know the conditions in the SHU who are
capable of creating campaigns for abolishing its
policies, especially the gang validation policies
that so many prisoners fall victim to.

...Continued from page 13

...Campaign Shift

injustice, this too is not enough. We must learn
from history that reforms like this one are fol-
lowed by DOJ tricks and adjustments to work
around the new policies and continue the same
old abuse and repression. While we should still
fight for these reforms, and use the battle to edu-
cate and unite people both behind the bars and
on the streets, we must do this in the context
of the broader struggle against the criminal in-
justice system. We should never mislead people
to think that one reform or one house bill will
make the change we need to see to create a true
system of justice. %

3Quieres leer mds en espafiol2

Tenemos algunos libros y revistas
revolucionarios. Escribenos para pedir
algunos. En cambio por la literatura
ratuita pedimos que nos mandes algo
ge trabajo. Escribenos un orﬁcu?o,
forma un grupo de estudio, mandenos
algon arte, lo que puedas hacer para
contribuir a la lucha revolucionaria.

Exposure and propaganda play a vital role
on our behalf. This is where USW comrades
come in, not just as advocates for human rights,
but as advocates of an overall anti-imperialist
campaign, as everything is connected to the im-
perialist system. The SHUs within CDCR are an
aspect of imperialism, utilized for social con-

trol. And the oppressive conditions within are

nothing more but to assert more social con-
trol behind prisons. It is through current
events that this new phenom- #/h, &
enon is manifesting a wave of
politically conscious prisoners
creating new circumstances.
More validated prisoners are
leaving the SHUs but more are
taking their place. It is pos-
sible that one day through 4
a collective effort the ¢
gang validation will

be dismantled entirely“ )
and a SHU cap may be 4
v

part of our future.
I think it is. %

...Continuado de la pag. anterior

..Seguridad

sucedieron, y de hecho hubo a fin a toda vio-
lencia y violaciones durante la semanas en que
los guardias de la prision estuvieron ausentes, y
por algun tiempo después. Esta clase de rumores
continuos no es unica a un grupo particular de
guardias malévolos. En vez de eso, ellos estaban
representando el mismo interés heredado de esta
clase de gente. En los ultimos 15 a 20 afios en
California, ellos han tenido éxito en crear una
atmosfera de disturbios y violencia. Unicamente
la minoria lleva a cabo su-mismo-interés en paz,
porque esta es una amenaza a sus trabajos como
clase.

Desafortunadamente, podemos esperar mu-
cha violencia de los opresores antes de que
podamos esperar un honesto juicio de lo que
esta pasando en estos reservados calabozos. La
gente quiere paz ahora. Comunidades que estan
siendo ocupadas, encarceladas y bombardeadas
quieren un inmediato fin a la violencia.

Huey P. Newton dijo que le corresponde al
opresor decidir si satisfacer tales demandas del
oprimido pasan de una manera pacifica o de
una manera violenta. Frantz Fanon dijo que la
violencia es parte del desarrollo humanista y
nueva conciencia entre la gente. Aun si Fanon
esta en lo correcto, toma mucho para presionar a
las multitudes hasta el punto de violencia como
Huey lo indic6. Esto es obvio con la tanta gente
que ha pasado mas dias en sumision pacifica
que estos quienes no. Resistencia violenta de la
gente surgird como esta sea necesitada por los
que monopolizan violencia a través de su propio
poder.

MIM(prisons) Unicamente entabla y prom-
ueve medios legales para combatir injusticia.
Cuando el personal de las prisiones reprime
cada salida educacional y legal para prisione-
ros para reparacion de sus quejas, entonces se
hace claro que clase de estrategias estan pro-
moviendo. En esas prisiones, predecimos que

A4

habrd  violencia, |§
ellos no pueden
culparnos de esto porque ellos nos
han mantenido fuera.

Esto es igual a lo que decimos de todas las lu-
chas por justicia alrededor del mundo. Creemos
que la violencia es necesaria para acabar con
la injusticia porque la historia ha mostrado que
el opresor nunca para de oprimir de una u otra
manera. No queremos fomentar violencia, es-
tamos simplemente declarando nuestra conclu-
sion leyendo la historia. En cada caso de guerra
revolucionaria, dependid del opresor decidir si
la violencia fuera usada o no. La historia mues-
tra que lo mismo ha sido verdad en el mov-
imiento de los derechos en la prision; la lucha
por los derechos de los prisioneros ha llegado
a ser unicamente violenta cuando el Estado ha
iniciado la violencia. *

Notas:

1. "Desde 1990, la literatura ha mostrado que pri-
sioneros quienes asisten a programas educaciona-
les mientras ellos estan encarcelados son menos
probables a retornar a prision después de su salida.
Estudios en varios Estados han indicado que el in-
dice de reincidencia ha declinado donde prisioneros
han recibido una apropiada educacion. Ademas,
la clase correcta de programa educacional lleva a
menos violencia por prisioneros involucradas en los
programas y un ambiente mds positivo en prision.”
Journal of Correctional Education, v55 n4, p297-
395, December 2004.

Vea ademas The Nation, March 4, 2005: "Estu-
dios claramente han mostrado que participantes en
educacion dentro de la prision, vocacion y program-
as de trabajo tienen indices de reincidencia de 20
a 60 por ciento mas bajos que los no participantes.
Otro reciente y mayor estudio de prisioneros encon-
tro que participantes en programas de educacion
eran 29 por ciento menos probables de terminar de
regreso a prision, y que participantes han ganado un
salario mas alto en libertad."

2. El texto completo de esta carta esta disponible en
nuestro sitio web a lo largo con ciento de toneladas
de otros documentos relacionados a la prohibicion
de California:  http://www.prisoncensorship.info/
campaigns/ca/ (si tu eras un preso de California
probablemente ya la has visto.)

3. Lorenzo Johnson v. Rick Raemisch, Daniel West-
field, and Michael Thurmer, Case No. 07-C-390-C
US District Court Western District of Wisconsin.
Disponible pronto en nuestra pagina de archivo.

4. Hayden, Tom. Street Wars. The New Press, 2005,
p.108.
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Amerikans Protest Migrants, Protect Imperialist Privileges

by Soso of MIM(Prisons)
July 2014

July 1, Murrieta, California — Residents of
this southern California town blocked three bus-
es carrying about 140 detained migrants from
Central America from entering their town. The
buses were diverted to other border patrol facili-
ties for processing and supervised release pend-
ing appearance in immigration court. These flag
waving Amerikans spouted racist slogans about
the destruction of Amerika brought by these
"illegal" additions to their precious white com-
munity as they attacked the buses. The migrants
crossed the border in Texas and were flown to
California to relieve the overcrowded process-
ing facilities in Texas by the Department of
Homeland Security.

The protests were instigated
by Murrieta Mayor Alan Long
who called on residents to op-
pose the federal government's
decision to move the migrants to
the facility in his city. He wants [
the federal government to deport
these migrants immediately. The
Obama administration respond-
ed to the outcry by promising to §
cut back on the "illegal" border
crossings, attempting to get $2
billion from Congress and au-
thority to return people home
faster.(1)

Already this year Border Pa-
trol agents have detained more
than 52,000 unaccompanied mi-
nors crossing the U.$. border.(2)
But in spite of the media reports,
this isn't just about children mi-
grants, and we do not believe
that activists should attempt to
stir up public sympathy by fo-
cusing on the children. The U.S.
border is an artificial restriction,
put in place to protect imperial-
ist wealth from those people who a
create the wealth. Migrants cross 1

...Continued from page 14 ___Disci']line
plished without conscious efforts of all of the
members or potential members of a revolution-
ary organization to strive to achieve maximum
strength thru the exercise of maximum disci-
pline and vigilance.

Many organizations have been destroyed be-
cause a member or group of members failed to
keep their word. Revolutionary work has been
retarded because this or that comrade has said
they would take on a task and failed to deliver at
the proper moment.

When we embrace or join an organization
we have pledged to give something of ourselves
for a greater unity and we must expect greater
unity to exercise some control over our actions.
We can no longer just think of ourselves, but of
the group, the family and the movement — the
nation.

the U.$. border to escape U.$. backed militia
violence, capitalist-corporate economic devas-
tation, brutal regimes and devastating poverty.
These are all conditions that secure cheap la-
bor for exploitation by imperialist corporations
which bring the wealth home to Amerika and
protect it with militarized borders. The border
crossers of all ages deserve access to this wealth
more than the well-off residents of Murrieta.
Anti-imperialists call for open borders, and sup-
port the rights of indigenous people everywhere
to enforce immigration restrictions on the im-
perialists who invade and steal their land and
resources. x

Notes:
1. PBS Newshour, 7 July 2014.
2. LA Times, 2 July 2014.

Often times we wanna disregard the revo-
lutionary discipline that we've committed to to
pursue some persynal project. This happens be-
cause we have not rid ourselves of the disease
of individualism. Thus, to build revolutionary
discipline and eliminate individualism, we must
stress constant study and practice, criticism and
self-criticism.

Ultimately, we must purge from our ranks
the weak links in our movement if we are to be
strong, organized and about our work.

New Afrika's struggle is about land, indepen-
dence and socialism. BORO is internationalist
in our perspective and worldview and supports
the struggle of all people to be free of imperial-
ist aggression, patriarchy, gender and all forms
of oppression. Heighten your Discipline to im-
prove yourselves. *
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Inspired by Prisoner Standing
up Against Oppression

by a California prisoner
July 2014

Since I arrived here in Salinas Valley State
Prison (SVSP), I have personally observed COs
oppress prisoners. One prisoner who is disabled
was jumped on by these officers, and they falsi-
fied reports to cover up their use of unnecessary
force. Well, he filed 602 (grievance) after 602,
and he has not allowed the tricks and oppres-
sive tactics to stop him. They placed him in the
hole and he managed to get out in 3 days. Now
they realize that he is not going to stop, and have
turned to getting at other prisoners to get him
off the yard, all because of his 602 filing and the
direction he is taking against them.

Other prisoners have mentioned how this
person always has the officers around him, as to
feed into the officers’ agenda, but that's just not
true. This prisoner would be minding his own
business, and they start provoking him, so he
turns around and uses law back at them. One
time officers told him he was a "rat for 602ing all
the officers," and he told the officers he would
602 them if they violate him. They responded
that they are not afraid of the 602, but when he
asked them if they are afraid of "the grand jury"
they changed their tune, and demeanor.

I have never seen anyone who was not afraid
of the officers, despite what they have already
done to him. The amazing thing is he stays to
himself and is laid back and shares law with
others. I never once seen him involved in any
altercations, verbal or physical, with other pris-
oners. Some officers don't want to even touch
him during searches, and 1 overheard one say
this is because he loves his money and job.

This is inspiring to me, because I have
watched the officers throw everything at this
prisoner and he is still not dissuaded. And now
the divide and conquer tactic of paying another
prisoner to take care of their problem is what
they have resorted to.

1 hope MIM(Prisons) is able to convey what
I am saying, because I see the teaching from the
United Front for Peace in Prisons statement of
principles in his walk, and just some of the fruits
of these principles that he is reaping, too. [ know
the officers hate him because I personally hear
them talking bad about him.

MIM(Prisons) adds: This is a great portrait
of a prisoner fighting his own battles in prison
and through this fight inspiring others. He ex-
emplifies the Peace principle of the UFPP: "We
organize to end the needless conflicts and vio-
lence within the U.$. prison environment. The
oppressors use divide and conquer strategies so
that we fight each other instead of them. We will
stand together and defend ourselves from op-
pression." Drawing the hatred of the prison of-
ficers is a good sign of success, though of course
we always want to minimize the suffering of our
comrades and help them gain as much room to
organize and survive behind bars as possible. *
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Settlers Instigate Uiolence in First Nation Uillage

by an Alaska prisoner
July 2014

On May 1, in the northern Alaska village of
Tanana, two state troopers were shot to death
after being sent to the remote Alaska Native vil-
lage to arrest a resident for misdemeanor vio-
lations including driving without a license and
threatening a village public safety officer. The
man's son shot the troopers as they entered into
a physical altercation to arrest him.

The issue has been sensationalized in the
bourgeois press as an extreme tragedy involv-
ing the deaths of the officers who were killed
"in the line of duty." The young man who fired
the shots is being vilified by the media as a mur-
derer and arch-villain guilty of killing two cops
who are painted as heroes and outstanding in-
dividuals. As droves of white settlers attended
the long procession of police cars carrying and
escorting the bodies of the troopers from the
medical examiner to the airport in Anchorage,
hands over hearts and tears in eyes, nary a word
is to be heard in lament of the destruction of a
young First Nation life and family. Upon fur-
ther, deeper examination however, a picture
emerges which places the emphasis on First Na-
tion repression, police-state tactics, and a long
history of neglect by the white ruling class of its
oppressed, dependent and dominated rural na-
tive population.

It was not native or even just local law en-
forcement which came to intervene and attempt
to take into custody the alleged offender, it was
white outsiders who needed to be flown in from
a far distant regional hub in the tradition of the
imperialist colonial model. These intruders have
no personal ties to such communities and they
naturally are viewed with resentment and sus-
picion. This sort of "law enforcement" is seen
as arbitrary, external, and illegitimate by many
who are forced to recognize its jurisdiction at
the barrel of a gun. It is also increasingly being
challenged.(1)

At first glance, what would appear to have
happened in this particular situation is that a lo-
cal individual who was transgressing some rela-
tively petty ordinances or laws (which, by the
way, are mostly foisted upon the First Nation
people by white settlerism from far-off white
legislatures and courts) was confronted by what
passes for law enforcement in most rural villag-
es - a VPSO, or "village public safety officer."
The alleged offender did not want to cooperate
with the VPSO and threatened him. The VPSO
then contacted state troopers. The troopers were
eventually flown in, attempted to arrest said
individual and a struggle ensued after the man
resisted arrest. The man's son, upon witnessing
this altercation, grabbed a firearm and shot the
troopers in defense of his father. The media is
portraying the son as a "cowardly and selfish"
criminal who killed two of Alaska's finest. But
let's now dig more below the surface to under-
stand the real elements behind this unfortunate
circumstance.

The father and son are connected with a
group called the Athabascan Nation (Athabas-
can being their particular native tribe). This
group denies the authority of the state over na-
tive lands. They have also questioned and chal-
lenged the authority of the VPSOs.(2)

The position of VPSO was created by the
state legislature. Instead of allowing First Na-
tion sovereignty, and also even allotting appro-
priate funding for tribes to create their own, this
was the state's way of providing a law enforce-
ment presence in villages.

Most VPSOs are the equivalent of a native
"Uncle Tom," a puppet of the "man." Though
it is only the equivalent of putting a band aid
over a gaping wound, many tribes in the south
have been granted a form of limited sovereignty
under a set of laws incongruously titled "Indian
Country." The Navajo Reservation in New Mex-
ico is an example. However, in Alaska, a clever
piece of settler legislation called the Alaska Na-
tive Claims Settlement Act killed "Indian Coun-
try" sovereignty in Alaska and instead regional
"corporations" were set up, which in turn were
given lucrative contracts on oil and mineral
exploitation (most of which is still dominated
by Euro-Amerikan multinationals like BP and
Exxon anyway). These corporations make con-
siderable amounts of money for a relatively few
shareholders while providing limited health care
and other services but little else. In other words,
it was and is the Euro-Amerikan exploiter
class's way of bribing a significant enough por-
tion of Alaska natives to be content with being
an otherwise plundered and oppressed colonial,
subjected people. This has effectively kept most
pacified, while corporations appropriate natural
resources, including oil, gas, minerals, timber,
fish, etc, worth billions of dollars to the ruling
class exploiters.

In order to maintain complete control over
these lands, the white plunderer ruling class has
even imposed their own arbitrary laws and regu-
lations on the First Nation peoples' way of life
— their traditional and time-honored means of
subsistence. As an example, state fish and game
officers forcefully prevent indigenous peoples
from harvesting food resources that they have
for thousands of years, in the name of preserv-
ing stocks (so that great white hunters won't run
short on sport-hunting). They are then forced
onto the rolls of social welfare programs such as
food stamps, thereby making them into a totally
dependent population. The social evils this has
produced are numerous and horrendous, includ-
ing creating feelings of inadequacy and worth-
lessness amongst a formerly proud and self-
sustaining, independent people and therefore
contributing in large part to the extremely high
rates of suicide and drug/alcohol dependency
and in effect inflicting another indirect genocide
on the First Nation peoples.

There is, of course, something patently ob-
scene with a nation who have historically been
the biggest polluters and foulers of the earth
imaginable telling those engaged in indigenous

practices that have proved sustainable over
generations what they can and can't do on their
land. From over-fishing by commmercial fisher-
ies, mines like Pebble Copper and Usibelli Coal
and, of course, fossil fuel extraction, Ameri-
kan dominance of the Alaskan territories has
brought ecological disaster. This March was the
25th anniversary of the Exxon Valdez oil spill,
which dumped 11 million gallons of crude oil
into Prince William Sound, killing hundreds
of thousands of shorebirds. While bird popula-
tions are recovering, others have not, including
the local Orca populations that have continued
to decline since the spill.(3) And that's only be-
ginning to scratch at the surface of the farcical
nature of white colonial rule.

Returning to the VPSO issue, it can be seen
they are only a quisling representative of white
colonial rule and are additionally so powerless
that they all are even unarmed, making them
completely dependent on state enforcement.
Tribal councils themselves are little more than
puppet shows. Tribal authorities rarely chal-
lenge state rule or push for sovereignty because
they are, for the most part, bought-off. They
don't want to lose state funding and corporate
backing or jeopardize their own salaries and
positions. Members of the Athabascan Nation
and other similar groups recognize this and fight
against their treachery and hypocrisy. Unfortu-
nately, the latest action against the troopers by
an over-idealistic and perhaps protective young
man amounts to focoism that has destroyed his
life, but this has shed a lot more light on the
need for natives to assert far more control and
autonomy over their own affairs separate from
state interference.

Showing their complete disregard for their
own and their status as lapdogs of state author-
ity, the tribal council of Tanana moved to ban-
ish the man troopers came to arrest as well as
another "aggressive" member of the Athabascan
Nation, calling them "intolerant." Why not also
banish outside, militant and aggressive officers
of an oppressive regime bent on stealing and
keeping your land? They'd rather banish two of
their own? This speaks volumes.

In contrast, even the young man who is ac-
cused of shooting the cops seems to have had a
better grip on who his real friends and enemies
were, as, even though he also drew a bead on
the native VPSO who was present, he lowered
his gun and declined to harm him. This in itself
speaks loudly for the need for tribes to govern
and police themselves. It is far harder to harm
someone you identify with or know, than it is
someone you have had no interaction with and
view as a foreign aggressor. It is also interest-
ing that after the shootings, the local VPSO was
able to take the young man into custody with the
help of a few community members without fur-
ther incident. So clearly, this was not, contrary
to most media reports, a case of an out-of-con-
trol, criminally minded and dangerous coward,
but a young First Nation man coming to the de-
fense of his father who was being accosted and
assaulted without due cause by an aggressive,
militant and foreign force he did not recognize

Continued on page 20...
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Control Unit Survey

I Control units (CUs) are used as a tool of
political repression to alienate and torture
anyone who works for change from within
prisons. Control units can be generally de-
scribed as: Permanently designated prisons,

I or cells in prisons, that lock prisoners in soli-
tary confinement for 22 or more hours a day

I with no congregate dining, exercise or other
services, and virtually no programs for pris-
oners. Prisoners are placed in control units

I for extended periods of time. MIM(Prisons)
has the most complete data on control units
available at www.abolishcontrolunits.org.
Much of this data came directly from prison-
ers themselves. Help keep it updated by com-

I pleting the survey below.

We also have a more extensive economic

I survey that you can use to collect anony-

mous data about the people in your prison to

help with our research on prisoners and the

lumpen class. Just indicate if you would like

to become a survey proctor and help with this
research.

Please make a list of all the Control Units
that you know of using the definition above.
Attach a separate sheet to report on more than
one.

L_______

Org Builds for Peace, Activists
Locked up in Ad-Seg

by a Colorado prisoner
June 2014

I am chairman of New Aztlan - the Young
Brown Berets. We are an anti-imperialist group
and we work to promote the 5 principles of the
United Front for Peace in Prisons. Our main
audience is Chicanos and Native Americans,
united in struggle to expose racist agendas in
the injustice system. The term Young applies to
those in our group who range from 18-30. We
attract a lot of non-gang members and de-active
members alike. We stand in the pursuit of self-
determination, bridging the gap of racism and
uniting all people for the cause of dignity, hu-
man rights, and national liberation of all consci-
entious people. We've opened up our work with
all minority and resistance groups of all colors.

Due to political retaliation by the guards
in Colorado prisons, I've been moved to soli-
tary confinement in the state’s highest security
prison. Recently, the DOC headquarters told the
public that it will put an end to administrative
segregation (Ad-Seg). The 23 hours a day spent
in total isolation with a TV to babysit us is no
longer going to happen. Yet, all it did was cre-
ate an even more complicated form of isolation.
Ad-Seg has turned into maximum security, with
3 levels to progress into the general population.
Class one writeups, which carry potential street
charges, are now given for fights, and other ac-
tions that can be perpetuated at any time by any
guard.

STG-affiliated members can be sent to Ad-
Seg for no reason other than the notion of a
perceived threat. Unity of any type threatens the
prison system and any prisoners caught taking

1. Address/Location

2. Have you been in this CU? YES or NO

3. About how many people are in it?

4. Is the whole prison a CU, or only certain units? If so, which units and how big are

they?

5. What is the national/racial makeup of the population in the CU? i.e. what percent is

Black, Latino, white, etc.?

6. What reasons are given for putting people in the CU?

7. When did this CU first open?

added?

9. Is the state planning to open any new CUs that you know of?

10. Is there anything else you think we should know about the CUs in your state?

11. Would you like to administer a more extended survey to those around you to help

with our economic research? YES or NO

Return completed survey to:
MIM(Prisons) Control Unit Survey,
PO Box 40799 SF, CA 94140

l
l
|
l
l
8. Has it been expanded since it first opened? If so, when and how many prisoners were l
l
|
I
l
l
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Originator of NC Anti-Abuse Lawsuit Down for the Cause

by a North Carolina prisoner
June 2014

It made me smile to see that Under Lock &
Key No. 38 had an article on my civil case. The
name of the case is Stanley Earl Corbett, Jr., et
al v. G.J. Branker et al., case # 5:13-ct-03201-
BO. 1filed this case pro se back in 2010. For two
years | fought the case by myself, and it took me
two years to get the judge to appoint me a civil
attorney (NCPLS). Upon them being appointed
to my case they asked me to let them use my
case to add 7 other prisoners who'd been beaten
in similar situations to what happened to me. I
told them to add them without any hesitation,
then I signed a consent form.

My point in speaking about this is because I
could of said "f*** these prisoners," and went to
trial, or settled out of court, but I didn't. Why?
Because I represent the struggle, and I'm all for
a major change in a positive way. So to all these
selfish "inmates" (not prisoners) that are only

any action will be subjected to the cruel imagi-
nation of the guards. I was denied soap and all
hygiene items including a shower for 21 days,
all due to my proclamation of my membership
as part of a community. It's ok, it's worth the
time I've spent alone, in fact your ULK was re-
vealed to me while I was in Ad-Seg.

MIM(Prisons) adds: The United Front for
Peace in Prisons builds for peace and unity
amongst the oppressed, with an anti-imperialist
platform. As more and more organizations like
this across the country sign on to the United
Front, we are working to implement these prin-
ciples on the ground. We know that in the early

concerned with themselves -- We aren't noth-
ing alike! I do this for real, and I'm still taking
bumps and bruises because I've been receiving
numerous forms of retaliation from these pigs
for pursuing my rights. But I'ma ride or die for
the cause/struggle. I truly appreciate ya'll expos-
ing this injustice.

MIM(Prisons) responds: Another comrade in-
volved in this case has been keeping us abreast
of the consistent progress of this lawsuit. And
while the outcome is a limited reform, this letter
reinforces the greater significance of this work.
By working in the context of class struggle we
continue to build something bigger than our-
selves as individuals. We're glad this comrade
found ULK and has pledged to become a con-
tributor to our work. We're also glad to hear that
he received Under Lock & Key No. 38, since
every issue for over three years has been put on
the statewide ban list in North Carolina. Perhaps
comrades' efforts on that front are paying off as
well. Despite the repression, comrades in North
Carolina are working together to stop abuse. *

stages many who take up this struggle will face
long-term isolation as they become very real
threats to the violent, predatory ways promoted
by the U.$. prison system. Yet, as more coura-
geous leaders step forward a critical mass will
be reached that make the state’s tools of repres-
sion less effective. We offer study groups and
individual study materials for our comrades be-
hind bars, programs that are especially impor-
tant for those locked up in solitary confinement
with no other contact with the outside world.
We urge our comrades to make good use of their
time behind bars, to study and build, whether in
isolation or general population. *
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€Eyes Wide Shut

by a Florida prisoner

Thinking back on all the times we spent
Running here, running there

Never taking the first step.

Conditioned to what's around you
Living in the puppet show of life

Dancing along, singing their song

Slowly stirring from slumber

Al the bright colors often dimmed to their liking
Seeing with new eyes all the wonder

Pulling at the chains as they get tighter

The more you see, things ain't what they seem

The more you learn, things ain't what they should be
The more you know, running from their rules

You're living in their fantasy

It's time to wake up and break the chains!

Walking around with your eyes wide shut
Thinking you're in a land of the free
Seeing it's only the land of deceit
Speaking your mind is an act of terrorism
Breaking the chains piece by piece

Get a new state of mind

Relearning what never should have been forgotten
Bracing yourself for what is yet to come

Praying for strength to carry on

Holding true to your beliefs. *

...Continued from page 18

..fllaska

and rightfully viewed with hostility and distrust.

Not very surprisingly, even reformist mea-
sures such as the concept of "Indian Country"
are vehemently opposed by the state govern-
ment. If enacted, this would take away state
authority and create a dual-legal system on the
small amount of tribal (vs. corporate) lands that
would become "Indian country."(4) In other
words, the white settler state might lose its abil-
ity to fully plunder and loot the First Nation
people and their land, and lose its ability to le-
gally impose its will on the people by force.

We must fight for the national self-determi-
nation of First Nations. The imperialists must
be forced to end their absolute hegemony and
domination over the indigenous populations and
the vast wealth of their country. The First Nation
people must not be subjected to a cruel, indi-
rect genocide and forced assimilation into white
Euro-Amerikan "culture," with all its compara-
tively decadent values, fetishization of money,
and inherent corruption.

The only solution is the revolutionary one —
to support and accept nothing less than full First
Nation sovereignty for all indigenous peoples. *
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New book coming soon!
Write to MIM(Prisons) to help contribute
to publication costs, or to get on the
list to receive your copy.




