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In prisons men are housed separately from 
wimmin, but gender oppression is still a very 
big issue behind bars. From sexual assaults on 
prisoners by guards and other prisoners, to the 
abuse of gay and trans people, gender oppres-
sion perpetuates disunity and furthers the social 
control of the criminal injustice system. In this 
issue of Under Lock & Key we have articles 
about rape and sexual assault in prison, the use 
of sexual orientation to divide prisoners, denial 
of health care, and several attempts to challenge 
and fight gender oppression behind bars.

Defining Gender
Our readers should be familiar with the con-

cepts of class and national oppression. Class 
is clearly related to work and ownership of 
the means of production. Those who are own-
ers have the power to exploit those who are 
not. National oppression is also clearly visible 
with nations which have resources and militar-
ies using those to steal from and control nations 
which don't.

We distinguish gender from class and na-
tion because it is defined by leisure-time activ-
ity. Men (the group with power in the gender 
oppression dynamic) oppress wimmin through 
rape, sexual harassment, and a social structure 
that portrays wimmin as valued for their looks, 
not for their skills or knowledge. Gender is not 
so clear cut as "men against wimmin" though. 
We have an Amerikan history of lynching Black 
men accused of raping white wimmin, giving 
white wimmin significant gender power over 
Black men. The use of humyn bodies in the 
Third World for drug testing by pharmaceutical 
companies gives First World men and wimmin 
benefits from gender oppression. And over-
all health status and physical ability is tied up 
with gender privilege; professional athletes and 
models are both enjoying gender privilege while 
those with physical and mental disabilities are 
often times forced into homelessness or impris-
onment.

Gender in Prison
In prison we see clearly that gender privilege 

is not just about biological definitions of male 
and female.(see page XX) Prisoners face rape 
and sexual harassment by both prison staff and 
other prisoners. According to the Department of 
Justice itself, 50% of sexual assault against pris-
oners is by staff (See the article "PREA National 
Standards: Symbol or Sword?" on page 6). Pris-
oners are vulnerable because of their powerless-
ness against abuse from employees, their lack of 
recourse to stop abuse from other prisoners, and 
also because of their lack of access to adequate 
health care. These vulnerabilities have an even 
bigger impact on prisoners who are gay or trans, 
those with physical disabilities or health prob-
lems, youth (especially those in adult facilities), 
and any prisoners who are perceived as weak.

Trans Oppression in Prison
A New York prisoner wrote to MIM(Prisons) 

recently:

"I'm a transgender woman. I'm writing 
this because I'm different from the regular 
male prisoners. I am 200% aware of the op-
pression that's being done to the heterosexual 
prisoner population. I've been raped, beaten, 
and starved. The main reason I've been op-
pressed is due to my sexual orientation. An 
LGBTQ individual has it bad [in prison]."

Trans people face gender oppression for 
their perceived sex role non-conformity, based 
on physical health status and needs, and for 
trans wimmin there is the added oppression 
for being female. As with other gender oppres-
sion, this interacts with class and nation, leaving 

Fighting Gender Oppression

by USW88 of United Struggle from Within
August 2014

"The mission of the Institutional Division 
is to provide safe and appropriate confine-
ment, supervision, rehabilitation, and rein-
tegration of adult felons, and to effectively 
manage or administer correctional facilities 
based on constitutional and statutory stan-
dards" - Texas Government Code 494.001

For those of us housed within the prisons 
operated by the Texas Department of Criminal 
inJustice (TDCJ) we know this statement is 
nothing more than well-worded lies!

Recently the University of Texas - Human 
Rights Clinic came out with a report "Deadly 
Heat in Texas Prisons." The report pretty much 
proves what many of the lumpen already know: 
conditions inside Texas prisons in the summer 
violate the Eighth Amendment's prohibition 
against cruel and unusual punishment. TDCJ 
keeps telling the public they have policies 
in place to combat the heat. However, Brian 
McGiverin, a lawyer with the Texas Civil 
Rights Project, said during a news conference 
on the topic, "Fourteen inmate deaths are strong 
evidence the prison agency's measures don't 
do enough to beat the heat's health risks." He 
continued, "The response that their policies are 
adequate today is ridiculous."

Texas Heat Kills People Senator John Whitmire, the chairman of the 
Texas Senate Criminal Justice Committee, had 
this to say on the topic: "But I can tell you, the 
people of Texas don't want air-conditioned pris-
ons, and there's a lot of other things on my list 
above the heat." The "other things" were educa-
tion, health care, and rehabilitation programs, 
but never has this racist pontificator said he was 
committed to ceasing the senseless murder of 
Texas prisoners by TDCJ employees! Whitmire, 
who has been in the Texas senate over 30 years, 
continues to turn a blind eye to the systemic 
abuse and discrimination of prisoners housed in 
TDCJ facilities. We suffer from racial discrimi-
nation, religious discrimination, sexual assaults, 
vicious beatings and abuse, and Whitmire con-
tinues to play good ol' boy politics.

For complaints on specific prison issues 
I found a strategy that's been working. I've 
been having family members file Ombudsman 
complaints via email. They can file formal 
public complaints on a wide range of issues and 
these complaints must be placed online for the 
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What is Under Lock & Key?

Under Lock & Key (ULK) is the voice of the anti-
imperialist movement within prisons in the United 
$tates. Fighting the injustice system is just one part 
of the anti-imperialist struggle, and it is important 
that comrades not lose sight of the connections to 
the larger battle. For this reason, in addition to news 
about prisons and prisoner struggles, we also publish 
more general news and analysis important to the anti-
imperialist movement. We welcome support and col-
laboration from those who are focused only on prison 
issues, but we also challenge them to see the impor-
tance of carrying out their work as part of a larger anti-
imperialist strategy.

ULK serves as a forum to develop and promote 
agitational campaigns led by MIM(Prisons) and USW. 
Our current battles in the United States are legally per-
mitted. We encourage prisoners to join these battles 
while explicitly discouraging them from engaging in 
any violence or illegal acts. MIM(Prisons) and its pub-
lications explicitly oppose the use of armed struggle 
at this time in the imperialist countries (including the 
United States).  

ULK is edited and published by MIM(Prisons) and 
mostly written and illustrated by USW and other Unit-
ed Front organizations behind bars. ULK comes out 
every other month, and is free for U.$. prisoners. For 
people outside of prison, all issues of ULK, plus addi-
tional reports from within U.$. prisons, are available on 
MIM(Prisons)’s website: www.prisoncensorship.info

What is Imperialism?
Imperialism is an economic system that V.I. Lenin 

defined as “the highest stage of capitalism.” It became 
well pronounced in the early 1900s and is defined by 
the globalization of capital, the dominance of finance 
capital and the division of the world into imperialist and 
exploited nations; Maoists see the latter as the princi-
pal contradiction in the world today.

As the economic system that dominates the world, 
imperialism determines much of the material reality 
that all inhabitants of planet Earth face today, includ-
ing war, poverty and environmental destruction. This 
means that the status quo promoted by imperialist 
interests is the biggest hindrance to change. As the 
dominant imperialist power, both financially and mili-
tarily, the United $tates generally serves as the pri-
mary target of our attacks as anti-imperialists.

What is MIM(Prisons)?
The Maoist Internationalist Ministry of Prisons, 

MIM(Prisons), is a cell of revolutionaries serving the 
oppressed masses inside U.$. prisons. We uphold 
the revolutionary communist ideology of Marxism-
Leninism-Maoism and work from the vantage point of 
the Third World proletariat. 

Imperialism is the number one enemy of the ma-
jority of the world’s people; we cannot achieve our 
goal of ending all oppression without overthrowing im-
perialism. History has shown that the imperialists will 
wage war before they will allow an end to oppression. 

As revolutionary internationalists, we support 
the self-determination of all nations and peoples. 
We support nations which choose to delink from the 
imperialist economy, including the right of the inter-
nal semi-colonies to secede from the United $tates. 
Today, the U.$. prison system is a major part of the 
imperialist state used to prevent the self-determination 
of oppressed nations. It is for this reason that we see 
prisoners in this country as being at the forefront of 
any anti-imperialist and revolutionary movement. 
While our organization focuses on prisoner support, 
we believe that there is a dire need for Maoists to do 
organizing and educational work in many areas in the 
United $tates. We hope people are inspired by our ex-
ample around prisons and apply it to their own work 

to create more Maoist cells and broaden the Maoist 
movement behind enemy lines.

MIM(Prisons) distinguishes ourselves from other 
groups on the six points below. We consider other 
organizations actively upholding these points to be 
fraternal.

1. Communism is our goal. Communism is a so-
ciety where no group has power over any other group.

2. Dictatorship of the proletariat is necessary. 
In a dictatorship of the proletariat the formerly ex-
ploited majority dictates to the minority (who promoted 
exploitation) how society is to be run. In the case of 
imperialist nations, a Joint Dictatorship of the Proletar-
iat of the Oppressed Nations (JDPON) must play this 
role where there is no internal proletariat or significant 
mass base that favors communism.

3. We promote a united front with all who op-
pose imperialism. The road to the JDPON over the 
imperialist nations involves uniting all who can be 
united against imperialism. We cannot fight imperial-
ism and fight others who are engaged in life-and-death 
conflicts with imperialism at the same time. Even im-
perialist nation classes can be allies in the united front 
under certain conditions.

4. A parasitic class dominates the First World 
countries. As Marx, Engels and Lenin formulated and 
MIM Thought has reiterated through materialist analy-
sis, imperialism extracts super-profits from the Third 
World and in part uses this wealth to buy off whole 
populations of so-called workers. These so-called 
workers bought off by imperialism form a new petty-
bourgeoisie called the labor aristocracy; they are not a 
vehicle for Maoism. Those who work in the economic 
interests of the First World labor aristocracy form the 
mass base for imperialism’s tightening death-grip on 
the Third World.

5. New bourgeoisies will form under socialism. 
Mao led the charge to expose the bourgeoisie that 
developed within the communist party in the Soviet 
Union and the campaign to bombard the headquarters 
in his own country of China. Those experiences dem-
onstrated the necessity of continuous revolution under 
the dictatorship of the proletariat. The class struggle 
does not end until the state has been abolished and 
communism is reached.

6. The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution in 
China was the furthest advancement toward com-
munism in history. We uphold the Soviet Union until 
the death of Stalin in 1953, followed by the People’s 
Republic of China through 1976, as the best examples 
of modern socialism in practice. The arrest of the 
“Gang of Four” in China and the rise of Krushchev in 
the Soviet Union marked the restoration of capitalism 
in those countries. Other experiments in developing 
socialism in the 20th century failed to surpass the So-
viet model (i.e. Albania), or worse, stayed within the 
capitalist mode of production, generally due to a failure 
to break with the Theory of Productive Forces.

What is United Struggle from Within?
United Struggle from Within (USW) is a 

MIM(Prisons)-led mass organization for U.$. prisoners 
and former prisoners. USW is explicitly anti-imperialist 
in leading campaigns on behalf of U.$. prisoners in al-
liance with national liberation struggles in the United 
$tates and around the world. USW won’t champion 
struggles which are not in the interests of the inter-
national proletariat. USW will also not choose one 
nation’s struggles over other oppressed nations’ strug-
gles. USW should work independently, but under the 
guidance of MIM(Prisons), to build public opinion and 
independent institutions of the oppressed in order to 
obtain state power independent of imperialism. Mem-
bers don’t have to agree with MIM(Prisons)’s cardinal 
points (see above) but they can’t consciously disagree 
with any of them. See page 12 for campaign info.

United Front for Peace in Prisons-
Statement of Principles

The basis of any real unity comes from an agree-
ment on certain key ideas. This statement does not 
grant authority to any party over any other party. We 
are mutually accountable to each other to uphold these 
points in order to remain active participants in this 
united front.

Peace: WE organize to end the needless con-
flicts and violence within the U.$. prison environment. 
The oppressors use divide-and-conquer strategies so 
that we fight each other instead of them. We will stand 
together and defend ourselves from oppression.

Unity: WE strive to unite with those facing the 
same struggles as us for our common interests. To 
maintain unity we have to keep an open line of net-
working and communication, and ensure we address 
any situation with true facts. This is needed because 
of how the pigs utilize tactics such as rumors, snitches 
and fake communications to divide and keep division 
among the oppressed. The pigs see the end of their 
control within our unity.

Growth: WE recognize the importance of 
education and freedom to grow in order to build real 
unity. We support members within our organization who 
leave and embrace other political organizations and 
concepts that are within the anti-imperialist struggle. 
Everyone should get in where they fit in. Similarly, we 
recognize the right of comrades to leave our organiza-
tion if we fail to live up to the principles and purpose of 
the United Front for Peace in Prisons.

Internationalism: WE struggle for the lib-
eration of all oppressed people. While we are often 
referred to as "minorities" in this country, and we often 
find those who are in the same boat as us opposing us, 
our confidence in achieving our mission comes from 
our unity with all oppressed nations who represent the 
vast majority globally. We cannot liberate ourselves 
when participating in the oppression of other nations.

INdependence: WE build our own institutions 
and programs independent of the United $tates gov-
ernment and all its branches, right down to the local 
police, because this system does not serve us. By de-
veloping independent power through these institutions 
we do not need to compromise our goals.

How to join the United Front?
Study and uphold the five principles above.

Send your organization’s name and a statement 
of unity to MIM(Prisons). Your statement can explain 
what the united front principles mean to your organiza-
tion, how they relate to your work, why they are impor-
tant, etc.

Develop peace and unity between factions 
where you are at on the basis of opposing oppression 
of all prisoners and oppressed people in general.

Send reports on your progress to Under Lock & 
Key. Did you develop a peace treaty or protocol that 
is working? Send it in for others to study. Is your unity 
based on actions? Send us reports on the organizing 
you are doing.

Keep educating your members. The more edu-
cated your members are, the more unity you can de-
velop, and the stronger your organization can become. 
Unity comes from the inside out. By uniting internally, 
we can better unite with others as well. Contact 
MIM(Prisons) if you need additional materials to edu-
cate your members in history, politics and economics.
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...Bromma...Continued from page 10

Strategic Confidence
by MIM(Prisons)

One important piece of our worldview is the 
strategic confidence we have based on our glob-
al class analysis. Our analysis says that the vast 
majority of the world’s people, a solid 80%, will 
benefit materially from an end to imperialism. 
This is why we believe our struggle is destined 
for success. Subjectively, this can be important 
to keep in mind in an environment surrounded 
by class enemies or by those with bourgeois 
consciousness. This column was started to sup-
port this position.

This month people of the Ka'apor 
indigenous tribe in the Amazon rainforest have 
launched attacks against loggers. The Brazilian 
government was not assisting the Ka'apor's 
defense of the rainforest, so they set fire to 
logging equipment and trucks, confiscated 
weapons, and drove at least a dozen illegal 
loggers out of the area.(Reuters)

27 August 2014 – Up to 1,000 Nepalese 
workers sparked fires and destroyed parts of an 
electronics export factory in Malaysia, due to 
poor conditions for the estimated four million 
foreign workers. This occurred at a factory 
run by a Malaysian firm that makes parts for 
Samsung, Hitachi, and others. An employee 

at a nearby factory died in the week prior, 
complaining of chest pains, which was never 
addressed by factory management.(Asia One)

21 August 2014 – Around 2,000 workers of 
the Misr-Iran textiles company went on strike 
on Thursday in Cairo, Egypt. They halted 
production at the company’s six plants due to 
delayed raises since June.(All Africa)

28 August 2014 – After a few hours of 
protesting electricity and water being cut off in 
the southeastern districts of Derik and Kızıltepe, 
Mardin province, Turkey, farmers went to the 
Turkish Electricity Transmission Company 
building and entered by force. After the farmers 
and company officials had debated for some 
time, the farmers took to the highway that runs 
in front of the building, creating barricades of 
burning tires and stones. Farmers from 170 
villages blocked roads in three days of protest. 
(Today's Zaman)

Indigenous Mayans demonstrated against 
hikes in water prices in Felipe Carrillo Puerto, 
Mexico. They have been pushed off of their 
homeland south of Cancun to make room for 
resorts, and now live on poor, dry farmland 
inland. The Mayans took over the local water 
authority office on 11 August 2014 and held it 
for more than a week. State and local police had 
to forcibly remove the protesters.(Fox News)

On 19 August 2014, about 5,000 miners 
started a strike in Bafgh, Iran lasting for two 
weeks. The miners were protesting the arrest 
of organizers of a 40-day strike in May. The 
strikers oppose privatizing the mine, favoring 
using the profit to improve living conditions in 
the city.(National Council of Risistance in Iran, 
Trend)

20 August 2014 – Hundreds of miners rioted 
in Chingola, Zambia and destroyed property 
worth thousands of Kwacha demanding 
payment of salary. Riot police fired teargas to 
disperse the miners.(Saturday Post Zambia)

28 August 2014 – Hundreds of residents 
of a village in northern Kyrgyzstan blocked a 

highway to the capital, Bishkek, to demand an 
end to iron-ore mining in the area in protest of 
the environmental damage that it would cause. 
(Radio Free Europe)

Maoists in India are making connections 
with tribal groups and expanding territory. In 
the district of Visakhapatnam on the eastern 
coast, thousands of tribal members from various 
villages rallied for days starting on 21 August 
2014 against the chief minister's announcement 
to open up the region to bauxite mining. The 
Maoists have announced that they would sup-
port any agitation against bauxite mining, and 
the tribal peoples said that they welcome the 
support of any organization including the Mao-
ists. The tribal peoples raised slogans against 
the government’s decision and warned that they 
would never allow any mining activity to lift 
the bauxite reserves. Ultimately tribal peoples 
would lose their rights on forests, land and wa-
ter sources, and Maoists urged them to join the 
militia in large numbers. People led by the Red 
guerillas raised their voice against the proposed 
bauxite mining and announced that they were 
preparing themselves to take up an armed strug-
gle against the state government. The Maoists 
have been opposing the bauxite mining in the 
area since it was proposed by the government 
during its earlier stint (1999-2004).(New Indian 
Express, Times of India, The Hindu)

The Communist Party of India (Maoist) 
(CPI(Maoist)) is reported to be gradually ex-
panding cadre strength in the tribal-dominated 
region in the southwest region of the country, 
on the border of Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and 
Kerala. According to police officials, "Nax-
alites, who earlier possessed country-made pis-
tols, now have acquired AK-47s ... dedicated 
armed cadre remain around 20-25, there is input 
suggesting more sympathizers are joining the 
outfit. ... Maoists sympathisers have grown in 
the last 6 months, especially after the merger of 
CPI(Maoist) and CPI-ML (Naxalbari) in May 
2014. CPI-ML (Naxalbari) is active in the state 
and we have noticed a well-planned strategic 
campaign of distributing pamphlets, literature 
and other materials to lure local tribals into their 
fold."(The Sunday Standard)

there is a finite amount of labor power to exploit 
in the world. The surplus value that Chinese and 
Brazilian finance capital is finding abroad, and 
using partly to fund their own emerging con-
sumer classes, will eat into the surplus value 
currently taken in by the First World countries. 
In this way we see imperialist competition, and 
of course proletarian revolution, playing bigger 
roles in threatening the current privileges of the 
First World, rather than the globalization of fi-
nance capital that Bromma points to.

While there is probably a labor aristocracy 
in all countries, its role and importance varies 
greatly. MIM line on the labor aristocracy has 
been developed for the imperialist countries, 
where the labor aristocracy encompasses the Continued on page 12

wage-earning citizens as a whole. While the 
term may appropriately be used in Third World 
countries, we would not equate the two groups. 
The wage earners of the world have been so di-
vided that MIM began referring to those in the 
First World as so-called "workers." So we do 
not put the labor aristocracy of the First World 
within the proletarian class as Bromma does.

The principal contradiction within imperial-
ism is between exploiter and exploited nations. 
Arghiri Emmanuel wrote about the national in-
terest, criticizing those who still view national-
ism as a bourgeois phenomenon as stuck in the 
past. After WWII the world saw nationalism rise 
as an anti-colonial force. In Algeria, Emmanuel 
points out, the national bourgeoisie and Alge-
rian labor aristocracy had nothing to lose in the 
independence struggle as long as it did not go 
socialist. In contrast, it was the French settlers 
in Algeria that violently opposed the liberation 
struggle as they had everything to lose.(6) In 
other words there was a qualitative difference 
between the Algerian labor aristocracy and the 

French settler labor aristocracy.

It is the responsibility of people on the 
ground to do a concrete analysis of their own 
conditions. For example, we use the term 
"First World lumpen" to distinguish it from the 
lumpen of the Third World, which is a subclass 
of the proletariat. To an extent, all classes are 
different between the First and Third World. We 
rarely talk of the labor aristocracy in the Third 
World, because globally it is insignificant. It is 
up to comrades in Third World nations to assess 
the labor aristocracy in their country, which in 
many cases will not be made up of net-exploit-
ers. Bromma highlights examples of exploiter 
workers in Mexico and South Korea. These are 
interesting exceptions to the rule that should 
be acknowledged and assessed, but we think 
Bromma goes too far in generalizing these ex-
amples as signs of a shift in the overall global 
class structure.
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On Prisons & Prisoners
MIM(Prisons) seeks to build public opinion against Amerika’s criminal injustice system, and to eventually 
replace the bourgeois injustice system with proletarian justice. The bourgeois injustice system imprisons and 
executes a disproportionately large and growing number of oppressed people while letting the biggest mass 
murderers — the imperialists and their lackeys — roam free. Imperialism is not opposed to murder or theft. It 
only insists that these crimes be committed in the interests of the bourgeoisie.

All U.$. citizens are criminals — accomplices and accessories to the crimes of U.$. oppression globally until 
the day U.$. imperialism is overcome. All U.$. citizens should start from the point of view that they are reform-
ing criminals.

MIM(Prisons) does not advocate that all prisoners go free today; we have a more effective program for fighting 
crime as was demonstrated in China prior to the restoration of capitalism there in 1976. We say that all prison-
ers are political prisoners because under the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, all imprisonment is substantively 
political. It is our responsibility to exert revolutionary leadership and conduct political agitation and organiza-
tion among prisoners — whose material conditions make them an overwhelmingly revolutionary group. Some 
prisoners should and will work on self-criticism under a future dictatorship of the proletariat in those cases in 
which prisoners really did do something wrong by proletarian standards. 

...Gender...Continued from page 1

Third World trans people to face the most severe 
oppression, while some First World trans people 
end up integrating well with their imperialist 
culture and enjoying its benefits. Trans prison-
ers are unique in the First World because the 
condition of imprisonment puts them in a situ-
ation that denies them class or nation privilege, 
resulting in increased danger specific to their 
gender oppression.

The root of violence against trans people 
lies in the strict enforcement of the gender sys-
tem. People who are visibly trans, especially 
trans wimmin, are often singled out for social 
or physical violence. Trans people are automati-
cally regarded as non-heterosexual, and vio-
lence against them often includes elements of 
homophobia. These factors can conspire with 
national oppression and class to produce disas-
trous and murderous results.

Trans people have a number of specific 
health needs, primarily hormones and surgery, 
but are commonly denied access to even routine 
healthcare.(1) An unemployment rate double 
the average(2) often leaves trans people without 
insurance; but for those who do have it, trans-
specific coverage is often categorically denied, 
and aging medical standards allow doctors to 
restrict treatment to only those who conform to 
rigid standards of masculinity or femininity. The 
result of all this can be lethal. Approximately 
41% of trans people have attempted suicide,(3) 

and trans wimmin are 49 times more likely to 
be HIV positive than the general population.(4)

Lack of healthcare is even more acute within 
prison, with hormones normally denied even to 
those receiving them before incarceration, and 
surgery completely out of the question. 21% of 
trans wimmin have been imprisoned (rising to 
over 50% for New Afrikan trans wimmin)(5) 
and for them, correct identity documents can 
mean life or death. Trans wimmin who are re-
garded as "legally male" by the state get sent 
to men's prisons. This leaves them much more 
likely than other prisoners to be victims of 
sexual assault, rape, and murder,(6) and has a 
number of other consequences like the assign-
ment of cross-gender guards for strip searches, 
and incorrect clothing provisions.(7)

Unity is Key to Fighting Gender 
Oppression

Gender oppression is an integral part of im-
perialism, and we can't expect to eliminate it 
without overthrowing imperialism. Ultimately 
we fight for communism, a system where no 
group of people oppresses any other group of 
people (classes, nations or genders). But we 
can have an impact on some forms of this op-
pression now, including sexual violence and 
harassment, through a united struggle behind 
bars. We call on all prisoners to put an end to 
gender oppression between prisoners. We need 
to stand together and say no to prisoner-on-pris-
oner sexual assault, and no to harassment. Unite 
and stand up to defend those who can not defend 
themselves. If you do not face this oppression, 
it is your job to stand with your comrades who 
do, and ensure your fellow prisoners do not turn 
around and act as gender oppressors. Straight 
prisoners need to understand that gay and trans 
prisoners are comrades, not enemies. Don't let 
the prison divide us along gender lines. 
Notes:
Trans prisoner information provided by ULK guest author 
Alyx Luxemburg.
1. National Transgender Discrimination Survey, Page 8
2. Ibid, Page 10
3. Ibid, Page 88
4.  27 March 2013, Meta-analysis shows the massive global 
burden of HIV among transgender women, Carter, Michael.
5. National Transgender Discrimination Survey, Page 169
6. Ibid, Page 173
7. Advocacy Campaign for Trans-Women (ACT!), Black and 
Pink.

by a California prisoner
August 2014

Several of us prisoners filed a grievance on 
sexual misconduct against us by a correctional 
officer. The investigators here did not take this 
complaint seriously or investigate thoroughly, 
and even told me maybe the officer was joking 
around. They then intimidated most to drop out 
of the complaint. Now there are only two of us 
who refuse to be intimidated and give up, but 
we have faced much reprisals. Both of us have 
been removed from our jobs and many officers 
here stop and search me almost every day. I 
have been discriminated against and called ra-
cial names by several officers.

I continue to file complaints on many staff 
here but it seems to do no good. When I go the 
wrong route and disrespect them back, I get 
written up and disciplined. There is much cor-
ruption at California Medical Facility and most 
prisoners are afraid to do anything because they 
do not want to lose their jobs and property, and 
have their cells searched and tossed up.

I complained all the way up the ladder and 
they all do nothing to rectify the situation. The 
supervisors think their officers can do no wrong.

MIM(Prisons) adds: Enclosed with this letter 
was a copy of the author's first, second and third 
level appeals regarding employee sexual mis-
conduct:

"I've been working in kitchen for over 3 
years. I have not had any major issues. Until 
CO Liggett took over as culinary supervisor. 
He continuously makes sexual remarks, like 
you going to suck me off, and he rubs. You 
can interview all inmates in kitchen/dining 
halls and I'm sure most will agree with these 
allegations."

"I believe the ISU and COs here are not 
taking this seriously. Myself and another in-
mate [X] have been retaliated against for fil-
ing this and other 602s [grievances]. We have 
had our work cards confiscated and are not 
allowed to work. I believe the right thing to 
do is to remove CO Liggett from his supervi-
sor position."

Fighting Sexual Abuse Leads to Reprisals in California
The matter was referred to Office of Inter-

nal Affairs (OIA) for an investigation. The third 
level decision denied the appeal, but mentions 
the OIA inquiry which is still pending on the 
outcome of the investigation.

Finally, after the third level appeal decision, 
the author wrote a letter to the Warden request-
ing his intervention. The Warden responded "A 
review of your appeal record indicates no staff 
complaints have been submitted regarding your 
situation, and this matter should be handled 
through the appeals process."

This response appears to be a form letter, 
completely dismissing a very serious issue with-

out any real investigation. We have seen copies 
of the appeals from the prisoner and the appeals 
decision from the prison, so this suggestion that 
the Warden's claim that no staff complaints have 
been submitted is just ridiculous. The Warden 
could not have missed this extensive paper trail 
if he had actually looked at the record.

This blatant disregard for sexual harassment 
and abuse of prisoners comes as no surprise in a 
society where rape in prison is seen as a legiti-
mate punishment, and something to joke about. 
While in general when we talk about gender 
oppression and sexual harassment we are talk-
ing about men abusing wimmin, in prison the 
prisoners are put in a position of submission and 
powerlessness that leaves the majority, includ-
ing the men, subject to gender oppression.
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by a Virginia prisoner
June 2014

Just recently I finished studying a book from 
PM Press by Chris Crass titled Towards Collec-
tive Liberation. This was one of the best politi-
cal/activist books I've read, and it has been vital 
in helping me clarify my political vision and 
goal for creating liberating and transformative 
change within myself and the world.

I was not aware how this system of divide-
and-control creates and utilizes divisions along 
the lines of gender (sexism), sexuality (ho-
mophobia), ability (elder discrimination), and 
nationality (anti-immigrant rights) to maintain 
its ruling-class dominance. This lack of aware-
ness of these systems of oppression along the 
lines of gender, sexuality, ability, and nationality 
caused me to be completely numb to and disin-
terested in any struggles for justice and equality 
as it relates to gender equality and reproductive 
rights, LGBT rights, elder rights, and immigrant 
rights.

Prior to reading Toward Collective Libera-
tion, I would not have come close to embrac-
ing any struggles remotely dealing with femi-
nism or LGBT rights, partly out of fear of being 
viewed by my heterosexual male peers as weak, 
feminine, or even gay. I now see how such 
a concern is in and of itself sexist and homo-
phobic in nature and is indicative of my own 
internalized values of sexist/heterosexist male 
superiority. All women and LGBT people are 
human beings deserving of our respect and col-
lective support as they too struggle for equality, 
basic human rights, and the right to live their 
lives freely, without hindrance, slander, ridicule 
or discrimination.

Having been in prison for 20 consecutive 
years, I bear witness on a daily basis to how 
these same divide-and-rule tactics manifest 
themselves even behind these prison walls. The 
penal system uses behavior modification and 
psychology against us, especially those politi-
cally active prisoners engaged in a protracted 
struggle against all forms of oppression. Such 
psychological tactics are inflaming/instigat-
ing hatred and violence amongst the different 
"races"; the use of prisoners who covertly col-
laborate with the penal administration; treating 
prisoners who are willing to collaborate with 
the penal administration in far more lenient/
favorable ways than those who are not; using 
collaborating/informing prisoners to spread ru-
mors detrimental to the character and reputation 
of natural leaders so they will not be trusted; 
and most noticeably, the use of Security Hous-
ing Units (SHU) and Administrative Segrega-
tion (AdSeg) as tools of repression to isolate all 
prisoners deemed to be influential.

The "Agreement to End Hostilities" initi-
ated by those courageous brothers of the Peli-
can Bay State Prison - SHU Short Corridor 
Collective and the "United Front for Peace in 
Prisons - Statement of Principles" developed by 
MIM(Prisons) and United Struggle fromWithin, 
and other types of progressive collective moves 

Unity to Collective Liberation taking place in various prisons across this em-
pire, are just glimpses of the type of unity and 
leverage we can achieve with a multi-national, 
inter-organizational, cross-gender alliance if we 
develop a multi-dimensional analysis of how 
the penal administration utilizes our differences 
to keep us divided and at each others' throats in-
stead of working together for our own common 
good.

What the penal authorities hate most is that 
after decades of oppressive and inhumane liv-
ing conditions, the arbitrary use of SHUs, Ad-
Seg, and this "lock 'em up and throw away the 
key" mentality, the progressive, revolutionary 
elements within the various penal colonies will 
always raise their head. They see within the pro-
gressive, revolutionary elements that which will 
expose and defeat them: the commitment, deter-
mination and resolve to oppose and ultimately 
abolish the criminal injustice system.

At the same time, they can see and feel their 
own powerlessness, for their power ends at 
the point when we all come together to lift our 
heads, take the reigns of our lives into our own 
hands, throw off the old guard, and collectively 
struggle to provide new guards for our future 
security.

by a Virginia prisoner
August 2014

Since my last correspondence I've experi-
enced oppression by high energy/high volume 
gossip, to spread wildfire word of myself being 
homosexual. The fire starter(s) knows nothing 
about me, knows no one within or outside the 
block who knows me, and has no evidence of 
such activity. Fifteen to twenty people whis-
pered this around. The way this happened in 
a rapid and collective manner, you would've 
thought I was of great status and/or a part of a 
group that calls for questioning and violation. I 
got into a 30-second-or-so bullshit fight and re-
ceived rejection from workout crews. The fight 
was with a comrade who was supposed to be a 
good friend and solid individual, but he needed 
to protect himself and reputation, so he got de-
fensive and helped the spread.

My point in presenting this is: I'm not gay 
and this event is coming my way at a time when 
my sentence is over. I've never seen or heard of 
this shit before. It was so collective and every-
one possible was engaged. Yet, never is this type 
of bullshit/energy applied to the fight against the 
true enemy of imperialist oppression. We have 
to acknowledge that in order to get others to 
move within/for the struggle, the key influenc-
ing factor(s) have to be identified.

MIM(Prisons) responds: This report of prison-
er-on-prisoner attacks in the form of gossip and 
attempts at character assassination is particu-
larly important for us to discuss. This is an ex-
ample of the lack of unity in prisons across the 
United $tates, where, as this comrade points out, 
more energy is put into attacking other prisoners 
than into fighting the true enemy – imperialism. 
But just as important, we want to address the 
use of gender in this particular attack. Claiming 
someone is gay as an insult or character attack is 
a more fundamental problem than just disunity. 
This is no different than accusing someone of 
being Chicano as if that would be an insult. We 
can not allow the oppressors to divide us along 
lines of gender or nation. Sexual orientation and 
identity are not a measure of a persyn's charac-
ter. We should look to people's work fighting 
oppression, the way they treat others, and their 
political outlook. Lowering ourselves to consid-
ering labels and gender/sexual orientation/iden-
tity as decisive is putting ourselves on the level 
of the pigs who lock up and beat up people for 
the very same reasons.

Gender Contradictions in VA

On “Objective” Reporting
Under Lock & Key relies on our comrades be-
hind bars to report on conditions and events 
inside prisons. We track the history and reli-
ability of our writers and, when possible, we 
double check facts in the articles. But there 
will always be some facts we cannot verify 
before printing. Our readers are encour-
aged to let us know if they have informa-
tion that contradicts what they see in Under 
Lock & Key. Yet, recognize that no matter 
how much the bourgeoisie tries to pretend, 
reporting is never completely objective or 
devoid of political content. MIM(Prisons) 
will always report from the perspective 
of the international proletariat and on 
the issues that best serve their interests.

system that lets people suffer and die around the 
world with no interest in the health of the major-
ity of the world's people.

For those interested in alternative healthcare 
systems to the ones failing us currently, we rec-
ommend studying how the public health stan-
dard was raised in communist China under Mao. 
We distribute a number of books on this topic 
through our Free Boos for Prisoners Program.

Note: See ULKs 12, 15, and 34.

...Hailey...Continued from page 9
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Free Political Books
Under Lock & Key is free to all prisoners. MIM(Prisons) also runs a Books 

for Prisoners Program through which we mail prisoners political theory and his-
tory books and magazines in exchange for political work. Prisoners requesting 
books need to tell us what work you want to do, or just send in the articles, art-
work, poetry, report on a study group you formed, etc. For many prisoners, the 
easiest way to start is by becoming a Field Correspondent for ULK (see page 
12). When requesting books it is best to ask for general topic areas and let us 
send you whatever we have on hand.

Our Books for Prisoners Program relies on donations of books and money. If 
you have any contacts on the outside who can donate to our program, or who 
can hook us up with dictionaries, Mao or Lenin, or other political books, please 
tell them to contact us at the address on page 1. 

by a New York prisoner
September 2014

The Prison Rape Elimination Act (PREA) 
was signed into law in 2003.(1) National prison 
and jail standards were enacted in 2012, nearly 
a decade after passage of PREA, and inexplica-
bly late for the U.S. prison system which is long 
plagued by a sexual violence crisis.(2) PREA 
national standards carve a benchmark for prison 
administrators to prevent, detect and respond to 
prison sexual violence (PSV). Most significant 
are sweeping changes affecting documentation, 
accountability, confidentiality, post-sexual-as-
sault medical care, testing for sexually transmit-
ted infections (STIs) and mental health counsel-
ing for PSV survivors.(3)

The PREA audits began in August 2013, and 
are supposed to occur at every youth and adult, 
state and private prison, jail, and holding facil-
ity every three years, with punitive forfeiture of 
federal funding at stake for lack of compliance. 
With 50% of documented PSV perpetrated by 
staff, prison administrators face greater liabil-
ity through the transparency now mandated by 
PREA.(4)

One in ten prisoners are sexually abused, 
which is more than 200,000 youth and adults in 
prisons, jails and juvenile detention each year.
(5, 6) Many are left to march the road to recov-
ery, while coping with HIV, other STIs, mental 
trauma – the morbid souvenirs of rape.(7)

With PREA, the New York Department of 
Correctional Services (DOCS) started promot-
ing "zero tolerance" propaganda. I felt (fool-
ishly) that we were on the same side for once. 
I formed and launched a non-profit project with 
the goal to support, educate and advocate for 
PSV survivors, and those at risk. I especially 
focused on LGBTQI (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender/sexual, Queer, Intersex) prisoners 
who are at 10-13 times higher risk to be vic-
tim of PSV, according to Department of Justice 
statistics. Not thinking I was doing anything 
"disallowed," I conducted this openly with no 
attempts to hide my activities.

However, DOCS took a radically different 
view, and launched an Inspector General Of-
fice investigation, forcing me (under duress) to 
cease and desist further activity with the proj-

ect. But unable or unwilling to issue writeups 
on this issue, they instead launched a salvo of 
"unrelated" administrative charges, resulting in 
18 months of keeplock (isolation). They also 
transferred me multiple times. I'm now serv-
ing 5 months keeplock time, which I'd already 
served at the last jail.

All this has only served to strengthen my 
commitment and resolve. Our efforts, in con-
cert with NY ACLU, have yielded a settlement 
with DOCS to reduce the use of SHU/long-term 
isolation, with caps on sentences and exempting 
non-violent/safety-related offenses. It's a start 
but I'd have preferred a court ruling to this "vol-
untary" settlement, which the state can renege 
on.

PREA mandates the first round of audits as 
of August 2014, with statistics to be published 
online. This increased transparency is progress. 
Our Constitution and Bill of Rights are little 
more than an ideal or paper unless we facili-
tate their power through litigation, demanding 
compliance with these standards. PREA can be 
just a stack of papers and "feel good" hot wind, 
signifying nothing. Or it can be a keen sword 
to excise the cancers of prison sexual violence 
and prison staff corruption and negligence. The 
burden falls to us to proactively safeguard our 
interests, and our futures. Fight to Win!

MIM(Prisons) adds: We regularly receive re-
ports of sexual assault from prisoners across the 
country. In September 2013, one year after the 
PREA standards were finalized, Prison Legal 
News published an article detailing incidents 
of PSV all across the country. This article un-
derscores the futility of federal laws to actually 
protect people in custody of an oppressive state.

The 2013-2014 PREA Resource Center 
(PRC) report was just released this week. It con-
tains no statistics on the efficacy of the project, 
but does contain a lot of fluff about the trainings 
and webinars that the PRC has been hosting.

It is a step in the right direction that this 
comrade, with the help of NY ACLU, was able 
to place some restriction on the use of isolation 
to protect prisoners from rape. The use of isola-
tion has been reported by the American Friends 
Service Committee to have an even worse affect 
on the victims of prison rape, causing negative 

PREA National Standards: Symbol or Sword? psychological effects due to isolation, and mak-
ing the prisoner even more vulnerable to abuse 
by prison staff.(8)

While we can and should make use of laws 
to stop prison staff sexual violence when pos-
sible, we call on prisoners to step up and put an 
end to sexual violence among themselves using 
their own inherent power as humyn beings. The 
issue of prison rape is one that activists must 
tackle head on, as it impacts our ability to build 
unity behind prison walls, and is indicative of 
a wrongheaded line on gender oppression over-
all. Take an example from Men Against Sexism 
(MAS), an organization in Washington State 
Prison in the 1970s. MAS pushed men to treat 
each other with respect, opposed all prison rape 
even of very unpopular prisoners, and defended 
weaker prisoners against attacks by stronger 
ones.(9)

Gender oppression is a product of our patri-
archal society, and neither federal laws nor pris-
on organizations will put an end to all gender 
oppression in prison on their own. This gender 
oppression is another tool used to control op-
pressed nationalities, and won't be done away 
with until we overthrow the systems that require 
the oppression of entire groups of people – im-
perialism and capitalism. Only through revolu-
tion can we start to build a society where gender 
oppression, like class and national oppression, 
are torn down in our culture, economics, and all 
levels of social relations. For a basic study of 
gender under imperialism, we recommend the 
magazine MIM Theory 2/3, and the 1998 MIM 
Congress Resolution "Clarity on what gender 
is" for a more theoretical explanation on the ori-
gins of patriarchy and its structure today.

Notes:
1. PREA: P.L. 108-79, 42 U.S. C - 15601
2. Prison and jail standards 28 CFR, part 115 (May 17, 
2012)
3. Sexually transmitted infections: including HIV, Hep B/C, 
Syphillis, Gonorrea, Chlamidia, Trichomoniasis, HSV-2, 
HPV.
4. Bureau of Justice Statistics, "Sexual victimization report-
ed by former state prisoners" (May 2012)
5. U.S. Department of Justice (May 17, 2012)
6. U.S. department of Justice (February 3, 2011)
7. Post traumatic stress disorder / rape trauma syndrome, 
DSM Vol V 2013 American Psychiatric Assoc.
General source material: just detention intl., national center 
for transgender equality, center for disease control.
8. American Friends Service Committee, "Survivors Manu-
al: Survival in Solitary" June 2012, p. 32. 89 Market Street, 
6th Floor, Newark, NJ 07102.
9. PTT of MIM(Prisons), "Review: The Anti-Exploits of Men 
Against Sexism" from ULK 29.

...TX Heat...Continued from page 1
public to view. We have been experiencing a lot 
of success! All that PO Box 99 shit to Huntsville 
is a waste of paper and time. Do it online and 
put these assholes on Front Street.

MIM(Prisons) adds: The fight against the dan-
gerous heat in Texas prisons is literally a battle 
of life and death, as shown by this article and the 
others in this issue. This is a good opportunity to 
push the Texas grievance campaign and demand 
grievances be heard. The rule that a grievance 
can be denied because a dead prisoner is un-
able to file his/her own grievance (see "Texas 
Prisoner Dies" on p.13) is just one more ludi-
crous reason used by TDCJ to reject our valid 
complaints against mistreatment. Write to us to 
request a copy of the Texas grievance guide.
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Continued on page 9...

NY Rape Crisis Line
by a New York prisoner
September 2014

I'm enclosing a pamphlet recently circulated 
here titled "Help for Victims of Sexual Abuse 
in Prison." The official policies in New York 
are actually pretty good and some staff are sup-
portive. Sing Sing has openly gay and lesbian 
corrections officers (COs), a high percentage of 
young and/or female officers, and at least one 
transgender officer. Far from ideal, but good 
enough to suggest there's hope for the rest of the 
country and struggles in this area will be suc-
cessful!

Please note the #77 speed dial feature de-
scribed in the pamphlet [a speed dial to the Rape 
Crisis Program that does not need to be on the 
approved telephone list and calls are not moni-
tored.] This is an innovative idea that could well 
be advocated elsewhere. I've heard one positive 
comment from a user, and the speed dial does 
work well on a technical level. But why not a 
#66 to report beat downs, or #55 for corruption, 
or #1 to report injustice or ask for legal help?

MIM(Prisons) responds: We echo this pris-
oner's call for a hotline to report other abuses 
within prisons. Any opportunity for prisoners 
to report abuse outside of the prison structure 
is a welcome addition to the criminal injustice 
system that denies prisoners a voice to speak out 
against abuse. But we do not yet have any evi-
dence that prisoners speed dialing a rape crisis 
program will result in any help or attention to 
the problem beyond supportive counseling af-
ter the attack happens. If this is just offering the 
prisoner an anonymous opportunity to talk after 
a rape, the problem will continue. In a system 
that has demonstrated its ability to dismiss or 
sweep under the rug any complaints or accusa-
tions by prisoners, we doubt this new hotline 
will be any different.

As for the existence of gay, lesbian and 
transgender COs, we see this the same as hav-
ing New Afrikan COs. Those who have joined 
the criminal injustice system will be forced to 
conform to the rules or they will be out of a job. 
And so we can now expect to see these new COs 
abusing prisoners just like their straight coun-
terparts. There are many male COs who do not 
identify as gay, but who are part of the rape of 
male prisoners. In all situations, the COs are in 
a position of power in a system that is set up 
to denigrate and abuse the men and women it 
holds. Rather than fight for COs of a different 
sexual orientation, gender identity, or national-
ity we need to fight for an end to a system of 
brutality that condones rape.

by MIM(Prisons)
September 2014

MIM(Prisons) gets a number of requests 
from male prisoners to hook them up with fe-
male comrades. They are looking for romance 
or just "female companionship." Sometimes 
this request comes from an activist behind bars, 
looking to build a romantic relationship with 
someone who is also an activist.

MIM(Prisons) focuses all of our energy and 
funds on revolutionary education and organiz-
ing, but we understand that people have social 
needs and desires. Here we will address why we 
don't offer dating or pen pal services and why 
activists should think carefully about what they 
are really looking for.

We believe that humyns are social beings 
who need interactions with other humyns in 
order to be mentally healthy. That is why we 
say control units are torture. And in our culture, 
gendered relations can make it difficult for men 
to provide emotional support to each other, es-
pecially in the hyper-masculine prison environ-
ment. So seeking out female companionship is 
one way to deal with alienation of imprisonment 
and especially isolation.

Many people find their motivation in such 
relationships. All you have to do is turn on the 
radio to know that, even if today's culture has 
essentialized it to down to body parts and sex 
acts. But it may be helpful to separate those two 
things out. There is the patriarchal culture that 
has trained us to desire certain things, and to be 
validated by certain things. Then there is some 
genuine aspect of the humyn brain that craves 
social interaction.

Why MIM(Prisons) Does Not Offer Dating Services
There is a contradiction with being both dis-

tracted and inspired when you are in a relation-
ship. Often when in it people can justify it in all 
sorts of ways, because it becomes the most im-
portant thing. Yet, we've also seen people who 
experience some difficulty that turns them off to 
romance and as a result they put their nose to the 
grindstone and pick up their work load. In fact, 
there are studies in the pop science news claim-
ing that being in a depressed state is better for 
creativity and concentration. So consider how 
you can turn your state of loneliness to your ad-
vantage and not end up wallowing in it.

We don't hook up our subscribers with con-
scious sisters for political and security reasons. 
But even if we wanted to, how would we? Dat-
ing is hard. Finding people to date is hard. Do-
ing so from prison has to be a hundred times 
harder. As cadre, when we look at our political 
lives and our bourgeois lives, we take a budget-
ing approach. Everything that isn't political is 
taking time away from the political. And so you 
need to parse out what it is you NEED to do 
to sustain yourself so that you can continue to 
do political work. Anything else is taking time 
away from the struggle, away from the people. 

When people get into relationships they often 
disappear. Not just from politics, but from life in 
general, friends, etc. For the petty bourgeoisie 
it's probably the top thing to take people away 
from politics. For the lumpen it's big as well. If 
we tell people to just give it up and get over it, 
they'll say we're crazy and don't understand hu-
myns. But for cadre level people this should be 
something we can evaluate. We should be able 
to look at our own lives, look at the society that 
shapes our lives, see what we've been taught 
and what we know we need, and work towards a 
lifestyle that best supports our work.

A Maoist Definition of Rape
by a California prisoner
August 2014

I have initiated a lawsuit alleging that Officer 
Mary Brockett at California State Prison-Sacra-
mento (CSP-Sac) subjected me to sexual harass-
ment. This  occurred in the Enhanced Outpatient 
Program (EOP) which is part of the mental 
"health" services in the California Deparment of 
Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR). When 
I reported Brockett's predatory acts to other top 
ranking prison officials, they did not believe 
me because I'm Black, and Brockett is a white 
amerikan. They also did not understand why a 
prisoner would file a staff sexual misconduct 
complaint against an officer. As a direct result 
of Brockett's sexual misconduct against me she 
was terminated, but CDCR top ranking officials 
refused to have her arrested and identified as a 
sexual offender.

I requested an Office of Internal Affairs 
(OIA) investigation against Brockett for her 
predatory behavior towards me. In December 
2003, I was interviewed by Special Agent Jill 
Chapman of OIA, and I agreed to assist her with 
an investigation against Brockett in order to 

prove my sexual harassment allegations. During 
said investigation, the OIA dropped the ball, and 
OIA agents allowed Brockett to sexually assault 
me four times after the start of the investigation.

On 15 January 2014, Judge Hunley of the 
United States District Court, ruled that officer 
Brockett's conduct violated clearly established 
law of which Brockett should have been aware. 
The court found that Brockett is not entitled to 
qualified immunity on my Eighth Amendment 
sexual misconduct claim.

My investigation has revealed that many oth-
er prisoners who reported rape and other forms 
of sexual assaults by CDCR personnel are sent 
to SHU as a form of retaliation and/or intimida-
tion. My defense team and I have been able to 
identify many other cases of corrections, medi-
cal and mental health staff sexually abusing the 
mentally ill prisoners, plus many coverups by 
supervisors, at several California state prisons.

I had to hire a private investigator to assist 
me in light of the fact that going to ranking of-
ficials kept getting me put in lock-up units. In-
stead of charging Brockett with sexual assaults, 
the CDCR prison officials in Sacramento al-
lowed me to be subjected to a series of retalia-

tory transfers attempting to intimidate me. On 8 
September 2009, prison officials were informed 
about my lawsuit and that same day I was placed 
in administrative segregation (ASU) on false al-
legations of fighting. In December 2009 I was 
ordered placed in ASU pending a false prison 
gang validation. Retaliatory transfers are a vio-
lation of CDCR policy.
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by Soso of MIM(Prisons)
September 2014

In August a comrade of the United Struggle 
from Within (USW) in California was inspired to 
initiate a petition condemning  I$rael's violence 
against the Palestinian people. MIM(Prisons) 
distributed copies of this petition to USW com-
rades in selected states. The petition is printed 
on this page for use by all ULK readers. As this 
issue of ULK goes to print we have received 
only a handful of signed petitions back.

While the overt military violence is punctu-
ated by cease-fire agreements, I$raeli agression 
continues unabated, as with the State's Septem-
ber 1 seizure of almost 1,000 acres of land in the 
West Bank just a few days after agreement on 
an indefinite cease-fire. The Palestinian people 
continue to desperately fight for survival in the 
face of the I$raeli occupying army, funded by 
close to $3 billion in military aid from the U.$. 
Government.

We encourage USW activists to use this op-
portunity of the I$raeli attacks on Palestinian 
people to expose imperialist militarism. This is 
a good opportunity for us to take something that 
is in the news and turn it into a revolutionary 
educational point, and then ask people to take a 

Campaign Supporting Palestinian People's Struggle

[Use this statement to talk to fellow prisoners about 
the Palestinian struggle, internationalism, and Under 
Lock & Key. Send MIM(Prisons) a list or number of peo-
ple who you were able to get to sign on to this statement.]

Over the past few weeks many of us locked up 
within Amerikkka's prisons have watched, read and 
heard about the genocidal war crimes currently being 
committed against the oppressed nation of Palestine by 
the white settler state of I$rael. What these events show 
us is not only the carnage and slaughter of a one-sided 
war, but that the oppressed will never be free to forge 
their own destinies so long as the monster of imperialism 
remains intact.

With forked tongues like the pit of vipers that they 
are, the United Nations (UN) sits idly by and does virtu-
ally nothing to help the people of Palestine as the Zi-
onist regime attempts to bomb them out of existence. 
The so-called "international community" does nothing 
for Palestine other than speak hypocritically about the 
need for a cease fire on both ends and the continued 
need for a two-state solution, as if the mounting deaths 
(over 2,000) and the balance of war was even! Even as 
the world watches complacent and content through their 
pacifist, non-interventionist actions, and some begin to 
complain about the rising number of Palestinian civilian 
deaths, the United $tates continues to arm I$rael. The 
worthless UN has thus shown its true color: yellow! The 
international community is guilty of complicity thru com-
placency, thus Palestinian blood is also on the hands of 
the United Nations.

As prisoners of good conscience we reject the geno-
cide and slaughter which has hystorically been imposed 
on the people of Palestine and which is currently being 
played out by the Jewish state ever since the creation 
of I$rael in 1948. And while the Amerikan imperialists 
and their general citizenry and population have found 
us guilty of crimes against civil society, we prisoners 
likewise find them guilty of crimes against humynity for 
their collusion with the state of Israel to exterminate the 
Palestinian nation.

Within these walls we are as yet powerless to tap 
into the potential of the imprisoned lumpen, but we are 
not yet powerless to sign a piece of paper to denounce 
the state of Israel and their support in the United $tates. 
Therefore with this declaration we angrily express our in-
dignation with the state of Israel for committing genocide, 
and the Israeli people for allowing it to happen in the 21st 
century after vowing "never again."

Furthermore, with this declaration we express our 
concern, condolences, solidarity and humynity with the 
people of Palestine. We grieve your loss. I$rael must 
pay! Just as Palestinian prisoners of war showed their 
support and solidarity with the California hunger strikers 
by issuing a statement of solidarity to end solitary con-
finement in the United $tates, we must now do the same. 
We must recognize and acknowledge that their struggle 
is our struggle and we must say no to I$rael and no to the 
genocide of Palestine.

Long live the people of Palestine!
Down with I$rael!
Charge and convict the war criminals!
Free Palestine!

Reject the I$raeli Settler State, 
Support the People of Palestine

stand on the side of the oppressed. We can link 
this struggle of the Palestinian people with the 
struggles of oppressed nation people around the 
world, including within U.$. borders. And we 
can point out how the use of the criminal injus-
tice system in Amerika is just another arm of the 
Amerikan imperialist system which also funds, 
arms and supports the state of I$rael. Lastly, 
when talking to people about this issue, be sure 
to point everyone back to Under Lock & Key as 
a publication they should be reading to stay up 
on the struggle.

We encourage everyone to seek signatures to 
this statement and report back to us on what you 
learn, successes and failures of your efforts. And 
send us the sheet of signatures (or just a number 
if it is dangerous for you to collect and mail that 
back to us). We will not publish any names, but 
we do want an accurate count of supporters to 
ensure the integrity of this effort.

People might ask why sign? Or what are you 
going to do with the petition? This is a cam-
paign to demonstrate solidarity around a politi-
cal issue. By signing you show your solidarity. 
This is the smallest possible thing you can do, 
but by doing it together it can help make bigger 
things happen in the future.

by a comrade of United Struggle from Within
August 2014

Like many other people in here, as I was 
watching the situation in Gaza steadily worsen, 
so did my anger. One day I was nose-deep in a 
Che Guevara book with my TV on CNN in the 
background when breaking news of live foot-
age of Israeli bombs targeting civilians came 
in. After a few minutes of cursing the United 
Nations, I$rael and the United $tates, I calmed 
down feeling somewhat demoralized at the fact 
that there was nothing I could do. Defeated, I sat 
back down and tried to temporarily put out of 
my head what I had just seen.

I dove back into the Che book when I imme-
diately got my orders from "the commandante" 

Inspiration Behind Palestine Petition himself, or his ex-wife rather. There is a chapter 
in the book about Che's time in Guatemala dur-
ing his formative years and his work with the 
Arbenz government when the U.$.-backed coup 
took place and the country was in chaos. Revo-
lutionaries and other activists were in the pro-
cess of fleeing the country and hiding in various 
Latin American embassies. Che and his soon-
to-be wife were among the last to seek shelter 
from the political repression, instead opting to 
continue their work in semi-underground fash-
ion. Che's partner Hilda Gadea was in a some-
what tight bind at the time where her actions 
and movements were both limited and scruti-
nized by the new government. She was not able 
to do everything she wanted to do but she was 
at least able to start a petition denouncing the 
coup. Upon reading this I had something of a 
eureka moment and knew what I had to do, or 
what I could do.
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...Lawsuit
The evidence will show that correctional and 

medical and mental health staff sexual harass-
ment and sexual assaults were not isolated in-
cidents with in CDCR's EOP. I would ask you 
to help me and my defense team to spread the 
word. Other victims are out there. My purpose 
of the lawsuit is to shed light on sexual abuse 
against the mentally ill in California, including 
torturing tactics through criminal activities and 
criminal organized crime within CDCR.

MIM(Prisons) responds: People usually con-
ceptualize patriarchy as those biologically cat-
egorized as male oppressing those biologically 
categorized as female. But sexual assault of 
bio-male prisoners by bio-female guards is an 
example of how gender oppression is not neces-
sarily linked to one's biological sex category. In 
the first issue of Under Lock & Key we wrote 
about prison rape, and using the best statistics 
available, we suggested that Black bio-men 
might be gendered female in the United $tates, 
largely due to imprisonment rates and the sexual 
abuse that comes with imprisonment. The abus-
ing bio-female guards are certainly gendered 
male, and are part of what we call the gender 
aristocracy.(1) Amerikan (and especially white) 
bio-wimmin enjoy benefits in leisure time based 
on their national ties to white bio-men, based on 
a long history of lynchings, suffrage, and Third 

...Continued from page 7

by Wiawimawo of MIM(Prisons)
September 2014

Warmongering propaganda is at high lev-
els in the United $tates, as it seems no positive 
lessons were taken from September 11, 2001. 
It took about a decade for Amerikans to lose 
interest in the U.$. occupations in Afghanistan 
and Iraq. This contributed to almost two-thirds 
of Amerikans opposing Obama's push to invade 
Syria less than a year ago. Yet already, about 
two-thirds of the population now agrees with 
Obama that they would rather control the gov-
ernment in Syria than keep Amerikan journal-
ists' heads attached to their bodies.

Militarism is driven by an economic system 
that is built around arms production and requires 
war to keep up demand. Arms shipments have 
increased recently to I$rael, Ukraine, Syria and 
Iraq where the U.$. has resumed bombing cam-
paigns that are destroying hundreds of millions 
of dollars worth of American military equip-
ment now in the hands of the Islamic State. Ev-
ery strike made by either side in that war is a 
boon to Amerikan business.

Meanwhile, Russia has been clear that they 
will not let Ukraine join NATO. The United 
$tates and Russia are the two biggest nuclear 
powers in the world. Yet Obama is pushing to 
have Ukraine join NATO, and Amerikan anti-
Russian sentiment is on the rise in support of 
him. Open conflict with Russia would greatly 
increase the already unacceptable risk of nucle-
ar catostrophe due to militarism.

The last 15 years have proven that U.$. 
militarism cannot be stopped by the Amerikan 
anti-war movement. Rather, revolutionaries in 
the United $tates must focus on pushing the na-
tional liberation struggles of the internal semi-
colonies in solidarity with the Third World. 

Amerikans Cheer as U.$. Militarism Threatens Amerikan Lives
Campaigns like the one in support of Palestine 
by California prisoners are good for building 
anti-militarism in the United $tates.

Currently the media and Western politicians 
are promoting the line that the Islamic State is 
the biggest threat to peace globally. They are 
way off the mark. That role has long remained 
in the hands of the United $tates and its military 
industrial complex.

by a South Carolina prisoner
July 2014

While incarcerated on one of South Caro-
lina's 27 prisons, I've come to understand that 
Hailey Care is a system that uses the denial of 
basic health as a form of social control. Hailey 
Care offers prisoners poor nutrition, medical ne-
glect, ignoring medical complaints, deliberate 
indifference to medical needs, improper diagno-
sis and failure to provide prescribed medication.

Nikki Hailey, a Republican and South Caro-
lina's first female Governor, is responsible for 
this system. So far Hailey Care has meant a 
denial of medical care for a lot of Black pris-
oners, especially for older prisoners. Doctors 
who come to work for the South Carolina De-
partment of Corrections (SCDC) usually have 
less than stellar records, come from other states 
where they have been barred and/or have an ar-
ray of sanctions. Perhaps for South Carolina and 
its medical board it's a case of "political unac-
countability" and an indifference to the human 
lives of its lumpenproletariat class.

One case in point was Dr. Paul C. Drago (lic 
# 9700531), barred from three states: New York, 
Pennsylvania, and North Carolina. He's listed as 
a plastic surgeon, and was hired by the SCDC, 
but after many complaints he was said to have 
resigned. The SCDC then brought in Physician 
Assistant Gregory Schaller, who time and time 
again exhibited intolerance towards the medical 
needs of Blacks. After much resistance he too 
resigned.

I'm currently under care of Dr. Robert Sharp, 
an Osteopath. I went to see Dr. Sharp and I re-
quested medicated shampoo for psoriasis of my 
scalp. I also informed him that I was indigent 
and could not afford shampoo from the canteen. 
His reply: "I'm Jewish and a tax payer and I'm 
not ordering shampoo for an African American's 
hair." Because I reported his racial remarks to 
human resource staff person Ms. Wright, a 
member of the predominately Black "overseers" 
here at the Ridgeland plantation, I was labeled a 
liar and given a sanction of 15 hours extra duty.

As of the writing of this article, I'm in need 
of glasses, and am being denied treatment for 
sleep deprivation and a degenerative nerve dis-

order. Just today I reported the fact that I have 
holes in the bottom of my "crocks." I was told 
I have to wait a month, while under the auspic-
es of Hailey Care. I will continue to speak out 
about the inadequate health care abuse in South 
Carolina's prison kamps.

MIM(Prisons) adds: We've written exten-
sively about the failure of capitalism to provide 
adequate healthcare so it's no surprise that the 
healthcare provided in South Carolina prisons is 
even more dangerous to the health of prisoners.
(1) On our website, we've exposed Dr. Drago's 
incompetence. The dismissal/"resignation" of 
him and his equally incompetent successor are 
tactical victories, no doubt in response to the 
complaints and bad press. We encourage all 
readers to follow this comrade's example in 
exposing abuse in all forms, including medical 
neglect and malpractice. While we cannot create 
a system of healthcare that provides adequately 
for all under capitalism, we may save some lives 
by stopping the most dangerous practices. We 
can even use this information to educate people 
about the need to put an end to imperialism, a 

Hailey Care Disaster

World oppression.(2)

Fighting sexual abuse through the courts 
can be difficult for anyone, and especially for 
prisoners. As this correspondent writes, white 
Brockett was not even charged for the sexual as-
sault. When sexual assault cases do go to court, 
the judge/jury, like much of U.$. society, get 
hung up on the debate of whether the sex was 
"really rape," a subjective measure of whether 
the victim gave consent to the sexual activity 
of not. Prisoners are assumed by the courts and 
society to have a low moral standing, and this 
subjectivity bleeds into the judgement of wheth-
er they were "really raped," and whether they 
should be protected even if they are considered 
to have been raped. People have debated for de-
cades about where to draw the line with consent, 
and this debate has recently resurfaced in First 
World Maoist circles.(3)

When deciding whether a sexual encounter 
was a rape, a tendency is to focus on whether 
the victim of sexual assault verbally said they 
did or did not want to have the sexual encounter, 
what words they used, in what tone, how many 
times they said it, if they were intoxicated, how 
intoxicated, their sexual history, what they were 
wearing, etc. Others even draw the line where 
"Most victims themselves intuitively recog-
nize the difference between consensual sex and 
rape."(3) But all these criteria are based on sub-
jective social standards at the time. Many people 
don't start calling a sexual incident a rape until 
months or even years afterward, because they 
have since learned more about sexuality and so-
cial norms, or the social norms have changed. 
The courts change their definition of rape de-
pending on public opinion as well. When mini 
skirts were racy, it was considered by many an 
invitation for sex. Now that mini skirts are nor-
malized as pants in our society, almost no one 
would make this argument. Social norms and 

Continued on page 16...

Continued on page 5...
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It's hard for me to understand how some 
people are fighting to end oppression and hate, 
knowing the role that the media plays in it all, 
and then they allow a designation of SNY by 
the statesman architect of hate and repression to 
separate us because we'd rather leave our orga-
nization and have a chance at parole than stay 
and end up taking a young brother's life.

I spent 15 years in the prison system of the 
80s and 90s. I've done my dirt, put in my work. 
I'm not an animal who just follows his base in-
stincts. I'm a leader and I'm standing for all these 
brothers who put their faith in my leadership. A 
true leader will never send one of his warriors to 
do battle while he stays behind. Further I stand 
on the ten point program established by the 
Black Panther Party and we hold the principles 
of Under Lock & Key to be of the utmost import.

I truly believe in what the Black Panther 
Party said when they stated that the power of 
the people is greater than man's technology. But 
the people's power has to be organized. As the 
Vietnamese people, who began their war for 

...Continued from page 13 ...Unity in CA

by a Georgia prisoner
August 2014

This prison degrades all to the lowest form. 
We are repeatedly refused showers, recreation, 
and medical attention after being abused by su-
pervising officials. They are running in on us at 
3am in full riot gear while we are resting in what 
peace we can get around here. The Certified 
Emergency Response Team (CERT) is run by a 
new sergeant and he is pepper spraying prison-
ers who pose no threat. He is ordering his sub-
ordinates to "shoot first and ask questions later."

We are being subject to excessive rectal 
searches just to take a shower. Our food is cold, 
spoiled and inadequately prepared. We don't 
receive beverages and staff talk over, sweat on, 
and handle our trays with no gloves, hair nets, 
or face masks.

This is only the tip of the iceberg. Me and 
my fellow lumpen comrades are definitely de-
termined to sink this "titanic" along with other 
negligent and corrupt entities within the state. 
Always remember a closed mouth doesn't get 

by Wiawimawo of MIM(Prisons)
May 2014

The Worker Elite: Notes on the "Labor 
Aristocracy"
by Bromma
Kersplebedeb, 2014

Available for $10 + shipping/handling from:
Kersplebedeb
CP 63560, CCCP Van Horne
Montreal, Quebec
Canada
H3W 3H8

We find Broomma's new book to be a good 
read, based in an analysis that is close to our 
own. Yet, once again we find h putting class as 
principal and mentioning gender as an important 
component of class. In contrast, MIM(Prisons) 
sees the principal contradiction under imperial-
ism as being along the lines of nation, in par-
ticular between the imperialist nations that ex-
ploit and those nations that are exploited. While 
all three strands interact with each other, we see 
gender as its own strand of oppression, distinct 
from class. While Bromma has much to say on 
class that is agreeable, one thread that emerges 
in this text that we take issue with is that of the 
First World labor aristocracy losing out due to 
"globalization."

Bromma opens with some definitions and 
a valid criticism of the term "working class." 
Bromma consciously writes about the "worker 
elite," while disposing of the term "labor aris-
tocracy" with no explanation. We prefer the 
term "labor aristocracy" over "worker elite," 
and we may use it more broadly than Bromma's 
worker elite in that the type of work is not so 
important so much as the pay and benefits. 
Bromma, while putting the worker elite in the 
"middle class," simultaneously puts it into the 
"working class" along with the proletariat and 
the lumpen working class. We put the labor 
aristocracy in the First World within the petty 
bourgeoisie, which may be a rough equivalent 
of what Bromma calls the "middle class." Of 
course, the petty bourgeoisie has historically 
been looked at as a wavering force between 
the bourgeoisie and the proletariat. Yet, in the 
case of the oppressor nation labor aristocracy, 
they have proven to be a solidly pro-imperialist 
class. This analysis, central to MIM Thought, is 
particular to the imperialist countries.

Despite these questions and confusions, 
overall we agree with the global class analysis 
as it is presented in the beginning of this book 
in terms of who are our friends and who are our 
enemies.

One good point made throughout this book 
is the idea that the "worker elite" is not defined 
merely by an income cut off. While not denying 
the central role of income, Bromma defines this 
class position as a whole package of benefits, 
material (health care, infrastructure), social 
(family life, leisure activities) and political (lack 
of repression, voice in politics). At one point 
Bromma brings up the migrant farm workers in 
the United $tates, who can earn similar amounts 

Bromma's Worker Elite to the autoworkers in Mexico who s/he argues 
make up an established worker elite. In contrast, 
the migrant farm workers suffer the abuses of 
the proletariat at the bottom rung of U.$. so-
ciety, and in reality many make far less than 
Mexican autoworkers. We agree with Bromma's 
implication here that the migrant workers make 
up a proletarian class within the United $tates.

Where we disagree greatest with this book is 
that it takes up a line akin to Huey P. Newton's 
intercommunalism theory, later named global-
ization theory in Amerikan academia. It claims 
a trend towards equalization of classes interna-
tionally, reducing the national contradictions 
that defined the 20th century.

Georgia Prisoners Ready to Fight Negligence and Corruption
fed. It's time to fight back with our minds, pens 
and comradery! Believe me that there's only so 
much that we are going to take laying down! 
Free all my like-minded brothers of the same 
struggle.

MIM(Prisons) adds: There is a growing move-
ment of prisoners and lumpen organizations in 
Georgia standing up to the abuse and unjust 
conditions in the prisons in that state. Part of 
this work requires educating and organizing, 
and for this we need leaders like this comrade. 
Leaders are willing to put in the work exposing 
the conditions, and educating fellow prisoners 
about the need for unity and building for legal 
and non-violent actions that will further the an-
ti-imperialist movement. United Struggle from 
Within (USW), the MIM(Prisons)-led prisoner 
organization, needs more comrades to step up 
and take on leadership roles behind bars. Get 
in touch with 
us for more in-
formation on 
working with 
USW.

liberation with 
only bows and 
arrows, we 
must begin 
ours with pen 
and paper. And 
just as they de-
feated the most 
powerful mili-
tary on earth, with determination, internation-
alist politics and organization by all oppressed 
people inside and outside these walls we'll be 
victorious as well.

MIM(Prisons) adds: We stand with this com-
rade in arguing that solid anti-imperialist com-
rades can be found on SNY yards. We look at 
someone's history of political work and political 
line rather than the label that the administration 
gives them. This comrade's call for unity is in 
line with the United Front for Peace in Prisons 
which brings together individuals and groups 
behind bars to build peace and unity against the 
common enemy of the criminal injustice sys-
tem. See page 2 for more info.

The strongest evidence given for a rise in the 
worker elite is in China. One report cited claims 
that China is rivaling the U.$. to have the larg-
est "middle class" soon.(p.38) Yet this middle 
class is not as wealthy as the Amerikan one, 
and is currently only 12-15% of the population.
(p.32) It's important to distinguish that China is 
an emerging imperialist power, not just any old 
Third World country. Another example given is 
Brazil, which also has a growing finance capital 
export sector according to this book, a defining 
characteristic of imperialism. The importance of 
nation in the imperialist system is therefore dem-
onstrated here in the rise of the labor aristocracy 
in these countries. And it should be noted that 

Continued on page 3...
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Continued on page 16...

MIM(Prisons) comrades have been advertising the Chican@ 
Power book and the Strugglin Artists' Revolutionary Culture 
Project. We've been selling blank greeting cards, framed artwork, 
Unlock the Box DVDs, and signing people up for updates about the 
Chican@ Power book. We did outreach at the 35th anniversary of 
the Chicano Moratorium, the commemoration of the anniversary 
of the California hunger strikes, and on the streets.

Soon the Strugglin Artists' project will be crossing the 
walls to spread revolutionary culture among the prisoner 
population. Let us know if you want to participate as an 
artist or a promoter.

Also tell us if you want to be on the list to receive the 
new book Chican@ Power and the Struggle for Aztlán as 
soon as it comes out (hopefully December 2014!).

by Wiawimawo of MIM(Prisons)
July 2014

In our review of Rise of the Planet of the 
Apes (2011) in ULK 23, we drew parallels to the 
Conquest of the Planet of the Apes (1972) from 
the original series. The final episode (Battle for 
the Planet of the Apes (1973)) of the original 
series takes place hundreds of years after apes 
have risen to power and gives an interesting 
take on the dictatorship of the proletariat as apes 
rule benevolently over humyns and strive for a 
peaceful society. The latest, Dawn of the Planet 
of the Apes (2014) is more of a Conquest part 
two in terms of the timeline, but takes on many 
of the themes of Battle.

Dawn of the Planet of the Apes takes place 
a mere ten years after Rise, featuring many of 
the same ape characters. In those ten years, hu-
myns had been virtually wiped out by a virus 
that was a product of testing done on the apes 
and infighting that resulted from the crisis. In 
the meantime, the apes that fled to Marin, Cali-
fornia have built a home there, and other spe-
cies have made a miraculous recovery in the 
absence of humyns.

The theme that Dawn shares with Battle is 
the apes realizing they are no better than hu-
myns when it comes to war and violence. This 
is a positive lesson in historical materialism 
that looks at the social causes of war, conflict 
and change in general. It makes sense that as 
apes develop a more advanced society with lan-
guage, buildings, fire and larger populations, 
that similar social phenomenon will come into 
play as we have in humyn society.

In Battle this was a nice lesson as it came 
after hundreds of years of dictatorship of apes 
over humyns, at which point one would expect 
a sense of commonality (internationalism if 
you will) to have developed. What is less be-
lievable in that movie is that after all that time 
there would be a vengeful element, which is 
played off as an almost genetic/racial thing par-
ticular to the gorillas. In the most recent movie 
we would expect much desire for vengeance 
against humyns, as these were the very same 
apes that were raised in prisons and experiment-
ed on by humyns before the revolution in which 
they freed themselves.

The new series has not yet reached the point 
of dictatorship of ape over humyn, only sepa-
rate settlements that are now engaging in war 
with each other. Both sides have their milita-
rists. The ape is motivated by vengeance from 
the torture he endured, while the humyn has a 
sense of purpose in returning humyns to their 
rightful place as dominant. A looming oppres-
sor consciousness persists among the humyns 
despite their fall from grace. Though the main 
material force pushing them into conflict in the 
first place is the need for the hydro power that is 
within ape territory. No doubt, the justification 
of genocide for natural resources is still deep in 
these Amerikans' way of thinking.

Movie Review:
Dawn of the Planet of the Apes

Dawn does offer us some underlying politi-
cal lessons. Caesar, who led the revolution in 
the previous movie as the only ape who knew 
how to speak, is now the established leader. 
All apes have developed some ability to speak 
(and at least the younger ones are learning to 
write), and they are able to communicate even 
more complex ideas through sign language. 
The mantra "ape shall not kill ape" is a direct 
throwback to Battle, that is repeated throughout 
this latest movie. This format is similar to short 
sayings from Mao that the Communist Party of 
China promoted under socialism to imbue the 
people with a new collective consciousness. It 
was necessary in a society with very limited lit-
eracy. Like Mao, Caesar is reified. At the same 
time, as Caesar disappears from the scene, it is 
clear that there is a core of apes who followed 
Caesar's ideas, and not just him as an individual. 
And there is a sense that the whole population 
has some grasp of these ideas, again similar to 
socialist China. But when a usurper seizes pow-
er, the masses follow him with little resistance. 
Like the Gang of Four in China, those perceived 
to be loyal to Caesar's ideas are imprisoned.

There is a strong theme of the nuclear fam-
ily in this movie, at times saying that family is 
more important than the greater people. While 
Caesar learns to not idealistically trust all apes, 
he thankfully does not turn inward to his nuclear 
family as many do when they feel betrayed by 
larger organizations or society as a whole. Fam-
ily is the hideaway of the coward, often the pa-
triarch, who feels they can have greater control 
there. But revolutionaries strive to transform 

society by the power of scientific understand-
ing. Like the last movie, the apes show heroic 
revolutionary sacrifice in their struggle for the 
greater good for all apes and the society that 
they have built. While they face internal contra-
dictions based on the harm that oppression has 
stamped on their psyches, they have done much 
to build a promising society.

In our review of the previous movie we 
talked much about the integration struggle, with 
the apes rejecting that road. The ending of this 
movie leaves the protagonists from each species 
hoping for a collaborative effort, but seeing that 
it is impossible at this time. Caesar in particular 
seems keen at recognizing the material forces at 
play and the impossibility of collaboration with 
the humyns as a whole despite the friends he 
has among them. Similarly in our world, while 
there are certainly genuine revolutionary forces 
among the oppressor nations, we should not be 
fooled into interpreting that to mean that the op-
pressor nations as groups are ready for peaceful 
coexistence.

It is the contradictions that humyns face 
between their weakened state and their desire 
to have the material benefits of the past that is 
the biggest threat to the apes in this movie, and 
seemingly in the next one to come. We hope 
that the apes learned valuable lessons from this 
latest struggle that they can consciously con-
solidate into their ideology as a society as they 
move forward in their struggle against oppres-
sion and to end war.

by a Colorado prisoner
August 2014

The recent murder of Michael Brown by 
Ferguson, Missuori police, and subsequent vio-
lence in Ferguson, highlights how far of a divide 
there is between the police and the citizenry. 
Racial bias, disparity, the militarization of po-
lice and the growing anger of misconduct has 
opened or reopened wounds from the Trayvon 
Martin killing and other police executions in the 
last few years.

For many of us this is a cry that we should 
have been making against this police treatment 

Fighting Police Murders in Ferguson and Beyond
long ago. While the media and all of its minions 
have been paying lip service to the murder of 
a young man, and the various "activists" have 
been attempting to bring attention to militariza-
tion of police and prison racial disparities, when 
this is all said and done, we will have nothing 
that has been accomplished.

Racism is a tool used by the system to dis-
tract people from its root problems. We should 
all be concerned about 1) the justification for 
murder by police which is embraced so grate-
fully by many, and 2) how those who don't live 
in communities where police brutality is com-
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Under Lock & Key is the main organizing tool of United 
Struggle from Within (USW). This page details some of the 
active campaigns that USW is involved in. Those who want 
to push the revolutionary struggle forward from behind bars 
should get involved in USW by working on these campaigns, 
or initiating their own.

day of peace and solidarity
In remembrance of the Attica uprising of 1971, the third annual day of peace 
and solidarity was on September 9, 2014. Prisoners organized to fast and 
spend the entire day networking and organizing for long-term peace, based on 
the principles of the United Front for Peace in Prisons (see the principles on 
p.2). We haven't yet received reports of September 9 organizing, so send in 
your reports on what you put together in your facility.

Spread Under Lock & Key
A basic task you can do for USW is get people to subscribe to Under Lock & 
Key. It is free for prisoners! The most effective way to expand our readership 
is to ask other prison publications to run free ads or plugs for Under Lock & 
Key and MIM(Prisons)’s Free Political Books for Prisoners Program. The ad 
could say something like “MIM is a revolutionary anti-imperialist group fighting 
criminal injustice, and helping prisoners to organize and educate themselves. 
Sends free political books and dictionaries, offers a free subscription to their 
newspaper Under Lock & Key, and runs correspondence study courses. Write 
to MIM for a free subscription.” Be sure to include our contact info from page 1.

If you know someone who likes this newsletter, have them write to get their 
own subscription. People are moved all the time and it’s better to get in contact 
when our address is available than to lose your one contact who got it. We 
have plenty of back issues if you need them for recruiting, just ask.

We Demand Our Grievances are Addressed
If you are experiencing any problems with your grievance process, such as 
delays or unanswered grievances, you should join this campaign. Petitions are 
available for Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Montana, Nevada, 
North Carolina, Oregon, Oklahoma, and Texas. Write in to get the 
petition for your state. If your prison’s policies allow, give stamps 
or envelopes to your comrades inside to mail out the petition. If 
you can’t make your own copies, then tell us why and we can 
send you extras. Remember, you need to send them out to the 
administrators and politicians listed yourself. MIM(Prisons) doesn’t 
have the resources to mail out your petitions for you.

Spread This Campaign - If your state is not currently covered by the 
grievance campaign, but you are experiencing a similar problem, volunteer 
to rewrite the petition to work for your state. 

texas Activists Stand Up!
There are a few compaigns building in Texas right now, and we've put all the 
information and help guides together into a Texas Activist Pack. The current 
active campaigns are a protest against the new limitation on 5 indigent letters 
per month; combatting the deadly heat in Texas prisons (see pages 1 and 13 for 
more info), and the petition to ensure our grievances are addressed. Write in to 
get the Texas Activist Pack!

Expand Study Groups
Form a study group in your prison. To start, you can simply discuss this issue of 

Under Lock & Key. Choose what to study next based on what concepts interest 
you in this issue. Send us periodic reports on what you have been studying, 
and we will send you plenty of literature to delve into. We can also help get the 
reading materials through the mail to your comrades if needed. As you study, 
you can compile study questions to create a study pack for future groups who 
want to study the same material. MIM(Prisons) runs Maoist correspondence 
study groups, but an in-persyn group may be better for those whose mail from 
us is being censored, or to reach people who wouldn’t join our group. 

FIGHT CENSORSHIP
Comrades in Illinois and North Carolina have stepped up to help fight the ban 
on MIM literature that is ongoing at several facilities in these states. Subscribers 
should be sure to tell us what mail you’re getting, and not, from us! 

Everyone should send MIM(Prisons) copies of your censorship documents for 
denied issues of Under Lock & Key and other mail from MIM Distributors. Also, 
always file grievances and appeals for your censored mail. 

Become a ULK Field Correspondent
For issue 41 we are going to focus on gang validation and step down programs.
Write to us with reports on what's going on in your prison/state, how people are 
being validated/for what, how it's being used as a tool of political repression, 
and how it relates to long-term isolation. Also, fill out the Control Unit survey 
on page 15.

For the print version of ULK, we look for news and articles with theoretical 
and anti-imperialist content. We also want to feature articles that show how 
people have organized against these conditions, and not just document them. 
MIM(Prisons) offers resources and opportunities to help you develop as a writ-
er, including a Writing Guide and, for those who complete some of our study 
courses and become regular contributors to ULK, a Writing Group.

Oppose the I$raeli Settler STate
See page 8 for information about a new campaign coming out of California. A 
statement of solidarity with the Palestinian people has been issued, and we are 
collecting signatures to a petition opposing the I$raeli occupation of Palestine.

Funding NEeded to expand ulk
The last issue of Under Lock & Key had 4 bonus pages, brought to you by Sus-
tainers and donators! It costs over $200 to make this happen. We only need 
$50 more to print bonus pages in the next issue! Donations to MIM(Prisons) 
go straight into our work to help build the anti-imperialist movement behinds 
bars, and donations that aren’t for anything specific (study group, books, etc.) 
go toward adding bonus content to ULK. 

If you want to send in regular donations, sign up to be a Sustainer. We’ll 
send you reminders when your pledge is due, and give you first priority 

for literature requests. Each copy of ULK costs about $1 to print and 
mail. To cover the cost of your issue and one more, that’s $2 per issue 

or $12 per year. You can pay at each issue, or all up front. Just tell us 
how much you want to pledge and we’ll send you more info. ULK 
Sustainer donations all go toward adding more content to ULK.

IMPORTANT: We can not accept checks or money orders 
made out to “MIM Distributors.” When it is time to send in your 
pledge by check, we will send you instructions how. If you want 
to send a one-time check, let us know first. If your facility rules 
allow it, stamps are always the best way to donate!

...Bromma...Continued from page 3

Everything will not always fit into neat little 
boxes. But the scientific method is based on ap-
plying empirically tested laws, generalizations, 
percentages and probability. The world is not 
simple. In order to change it we must under-
stand it the best we can. To understand it we 
must both base ourselves in the laws proven by 
those who came before us and assess the chang-
es in our current situation to adjust our analysis 
accordingly.

Write to MIM(Prisons) for a copy of the full book review.

Notes:
1. See MIM Theory 1, our Introduction to the Labor Aristoc-
racy study pack, and MIM's White Proletarian Myths
2. Zak Cope. Divided World Divided Class: Global political 
economy and the stratification of labour under capitalism. 
Kersplebedeb, 2012, p. 108-9.
3. For example, in 2013, among the native born population 
unemployment rates averaged as follows: New Afrikan -- 
13.5%, Latino -- 10.7%, Asian -- 6.5% and white -- 6.0%. 
Labor Force Characteristics of Foreign-born Workers Sum-
mary, U.S. Bureau of Labor, 22 May 2014.
4. Zak Cope. Global Wage Scaling and Left Ideology: A Cri-
tique of Charles Post on the 'Labour Aristocracy', Research 
in Political Economy, Volume 28, 89-129, 2013.
5. Arghiri Emmanuel. Unequal Exchange: A study of the Im-
perialism of Trade. Monthly Review Press, 1972.
6. Ibid, p.184.

just replace her with another gender oppressing 
officer. Ultimately we need to change the eco-
nomic conditions that underly the coercive gen-
der relations in our society and attack the system 
of patriarchy itself.

Notes: 
1. For more on gender get ULK 1, ULK 6, and MIM Theory 2/3.
2. In contrast to the strand of class oppression which is based in work 
relations, the strand of gender oppression is based outside of work, 
or in what we call "leisure time." To speak of prison as "leisure" can 
sound odd because it's certainly not a day at the beach, but the point is 
that it is not labor time, and not based in class. See "Getting clarity on 
what gender is" 1998 MIM Congress Resolution.
3. Comments on "All Sex is Rape". 20 July 2014, LLCO.org. Write to 
us for a more in depth critique of this piece.

...Lawsuit...Continued from page 16
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Texas Prisoner Dies After 
Pleas for Help are Ignored
by a Texas prisoner
August 2014

On 20 June 2014 from 7pm to 9:30pm, 
65-year-old Juan Nave pleaded with CO Justin 
Jernigan for cold water, for medical staff, and 
to be let out his cell to get some cool air from 
the dayroom fans because he didn't have a fan 
in his cell and it was about 100 degrees in our 
cells. My cell is nearby so I listened as Mr. Nave 
told to the unconcerned Officer Jernigan he was 
really ill and needed medical attention. I also at-
tempted to request water and to be let out of my 
dangerously heated cell for a little cool down 
time, and CO Jernigan said, "I'm hot too, handle 
it like me," and he walked away with no con-
sideration for our health or life. Around 9:30pm 
was the last time I heard Mr. Nave beg Officer 
Jernigan for help only to be ignored again. At 
10pm Jernigan went home and CO Brake took 
his place. It wasn't until CO Brake was doing 
a bed count around 1:30am that he discovered 
Juan Nave was dead.

Both Wardens, the Major and Captain were 
there within 30 minutes. They called their own 
medical examiner to rule the death a heart at-
tack, but I knew it was heat that caused Mr. 
Nave's death. I asked the shift supervisor Lt. 
Ruth if they were going to get statements from 
us witnessing prisoners. Lt. Ruth said they 
would a little later, but no one questioned me 
or other witnessing prisoners. I filed a griev-
ance but it was denied per grievance policy, "no 
inmate can file complaint for or about another 
inmate." About 3 to 4 days after Mr. Nave death, 
CO Jernigan worked on the same wing, with a 
very arrogant and flamboyant attitude. When I 
mentioned Mr. Nave's death to Jernigan he said, 
"it was not my fault, he had a heart attack," and 
walked away.

This time I filed my grievance against 
Jernigan failing to let me have water and call 
a supervisor when I informed him I was over-
heated. That upset Jernigan, and he retaliated 
by ransacking my cell, taking things he had to 
give back. I filed another complaint mentioning 
CO Jernigan killing Mr. Nave and trying to kill 
me in retaliation for me filing these grievance 
complaints. A few weeks later Sgt. Thomas in-
formed me Justin Jernigan was removed from 
the unit work schedule. But that won't bring 
Juan Nave back to life or relieve his suffering 
the day of his death. This is why I need all the 
firepower I can get with all the grievance sup-
port that's available.

Fighting Deadly TX Heat 
Through the Legal System
by a Texas prisoner
August 2014

Between the years 2007 and 2011, 13 pris-
oners died from the heat in Texas prisons. Two 
wrongful death lawsuits have been filed in a 
Galveston Federal Court accusing Texas prison 
officials of negligence in the deaths.

Scott Medock, an attorney for the Austin 
based Texas Civil Rights Project, which filed 
the suits with Austin attorney Jeff Edwards, 
called some east Texas prisons "death traps."

The Constitution does not require prisons 
to be maintained at a comfortable temperature. 
However, if there is extreme heat or cold, pris-
oners' Constitutional rights are affected. Ex-
treme heat can violate the Constitution. Refer 
to: Brock v. Warren county 713 F. Supp 238 
(E.D. Tenn. 1989) - Maddison County Jail In-
mates v. Thompson 773 F. 2d 834, 838-39 (7th 
cir. 1985) - Hamilton v. Love 328 F. Supp 1182, 
1190 (E.D. Ark. 1971).

Prisoners with heat restrictions are in "grave 
danger" of serious injury and possible death. 
To win a Section 1983 lawsuit you must show 
that staff officials acted with "deliberate indif-
ference" to your health risk. "Deliberate indif-
ference" exists when an official knows about a 
serious danger to a prisoner and yet is "indif-
ferent" (unconcerned, uncaring) to that danger. 
You can use the fact that the conditions were 
"longstanding, pervasive, well-documented, 
and/or expressly noted" by officials in the past 
to prove indifference. It is enough that the offi-
cial acted or failed to act despite his/her knowl-
edge of a substantial risk of serious harm. There 
are several kinds of circumstantial evidence that 
you can use to prove an official's deliberate in-
difference. These include copies of grievances 
and appeals, copies of informal notes and letters 
(I-60s) that you wrote to officials, and you can 
explain in a declaration exactly when and how 

you told officials about risk in prison.

As a general rule, officials may not refuse to 
respond to a substantial risk of serious harm on 
the grounds that it would be too expensive to 
fix it. Cost is not a defense to Constitutional li-
ability.

The Eighth Amendment to the U.$. Consti-
tution, among other things, protects convicted 
prisoners against cruel and unusual punishment. 
The conditions of confinement must not involve 
the wanton and unnecessary infliction of pain, 
nor may they be grossly disproportionate to the 
severity of the crime warranting imprisonment 
(Rhodes v. Chapman 452 US. 337, 347, 69 L.Ed. 
2d 59, 101 S. Ct 2392 (1981).) Whether condi-
tions of confinement are cruel and unusual must 
be determined from the contemporary standards 
of civilized decency that currently prevail in so-
ciety. At a minimum, the Constitution requires 
the state to provide minimally adequate living 
space that includes reasonably adequate ventila-
tion, sanitation, bedding, hygienic materials and 
utilities (Grubbs v. Bradley, 552 F. Supp 1052, 
1122 (M.D. Tenn. 1981).) Constitutionally 
adequate housing is not denied simply by un-
comfortable temperatures inside cells, "unless 
it is shown that the situation endangers inmates 
health" (Smith v. Sullivan, 553 F. 2d 373, 381 
(5th Cir 1977).) TDCJ may be held liable under 
Section 1983 if deprivation of prisoners' Con-
stitutional rights were the result of "custom" or 
"policy" (Monell v. New York City Department 
of Social Services, 463 US 658, 56 L. Ed. 2d 
611, 98 S.Ct. 2018 (1978)).

Texas prison conditions do not meet Consti-
tutional standards!

MIM(Prisons) adds: We print this caselaw for 
prisoners to use in filing grievances against the 
dangerous heat conditions in Texas. We have re-
ceived many reports on the battle against this 
health risk. Get involved in this fight, file griev-
ances, document the situation, and write to us 
for the Texas grievance guide.

by Saif Ullah of United Struggle from Within
August 2014

I'm checking in from RJ Donovan Correc-
tional Facility in California, where the condi-
tions of confinement are getting harder and 
harder to tolerate. Here there are a few com-
rades in the administrative segregation unit 
(ASU) from both sides of the prison system, 
mainline as well as Special Needs Yards (SNY), 
studying and struggling together to overcome 
the oppression of being punished for submitting 
inmate appeals.

The pigs that run this unit are giving the pris-
oners who stand up for their rights half issues 
of already substandard meals. They also move 
us from cell to cell at least five or six times a 
month, and always into a cell with someone 
who is mentally challenged and disruptive. 
Some cells are painted with human defecation 

United in California and urine, and the staff doesn't bother to clean 
them or provide any cleaning supplies. Some 
comrades have been physically attacked and 
have had their personal property passed out to 
the rats and snitches.

While these are not infrequent unconstitu-
tional violations here, most of the prisoners are 
afraid to speak up. The theory and actions these 
officers display is truly terroristic in nature, and 
the officials allow them to act with impunity.

So I have made it my mission to lead as 
well as organize and participate in a campaign 
to stop these abuses here and wherever my feet 
touch behind these walls. These abuses range 
from stealing our personal property to creating 
false charges against us, from denying pens and  
forms to withholding our mail and yard time, 
while they sit in the dayroom and eat the state is-
sue items missing from our lunches and dinners.

On a better note, our study group is up to ten 

in just one week as the brothers of all races and 
both sides hear us dialogue about the common-
ality of our situation. Like the brother in ULK 
33, I too am SNY and I know there are good 
strong comrades over here on this side. What 
people don't understand is that a lot of young-
sters have a theory that older brothers "are like 
leaves on trees" meaning the older ones have to 
be knocked off so new leaves can grow. This is 
wrong thinking and a self-defeating tactic.

Continued on page 10...
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El MIM(Prisiónes)
El Ministro Maoísta Internacional de Prisiones, MIM(Prisiones), es una célula de revolucionarios que sirve las masas opresas adentro de las prisiones de los 

EEUU. Mantenemos la ideología comunista revolucionaria del Marxismo-Leninismo-Maoísmo y trabajamos del punto del proletariado del tercer mundo.

El imperialismo es el enemigo número uno de la mayoría de gente del mundo, no podemos obtener nuestra meta de terminar toda opresión sin derribar el impe-
rialismo. La historia nos ha mostrado que el imperialista hará guerra antes de permitir un fin a la opresión.

Como revolucionarios internacionalistas, apoyamos la auto-determinación de todas naciones y gentes. Apoyamos a las naciones que deciden desunirse de la 
economía imperialista, incluyendo el derecho de las semi-colonias internas de separarse de los Estados Unidos. Hoy, el sistema de prisiones de los EEUU es una 
parte importantísima del estado imperialista que es usado para prevenir la auto-determinación de las naciones opresas. Es por esta razón que vemos a prisioneros 
en este país como manteniendo la delantera de cualquier movimiento anti-imperialista y revolucionario. Mientras que nuestra organización se enfoca en apoyo al 
prisionero, creemos que hay una necesidad grave de trabajo para el Maoísta en organizar y educar en muchas áreas en los Estados Unidos. Tenemos la esperanza 
que alguna gente se inspire por nuestro ejemplo alrededor de prisiones y que lo aplique a su propio trabajo para crear más células maoísta y amplíe el movimiento 
Maoísta detrás de las líneas del enemigo.

MIM(Prisiones) se distingue de otros grupos en los siguientes seis puntos. Consideramos que las otras organizaciones que activamente mantienen estos puntos 
ser fraternal.

1. El comunismo es nuestra meta. El comunismo es una sociedad en donde ningún grupo tiene poder sobre cualquier otro grupo.

2. Una dictadura del proletariado es necesario. En una dictadura del proletariado la mayoría explotada anterior dicta a la minoría (el que promovió la explo-
tación) como la sociedad se debe conducir. En el caso de naciones imperialistas, una dictadura junta del proletariado de naciones opresas (JDPON) debe hacer este 
papel en donde no hay proletariado interno o una base significante de masas que favorece comunismo.

3. Promovemos una frente unida contra todos los que se oponen al imperialismo. El camino al JDPON sobre las naciones imperialista incluye unir todos aquellos 
que se puedan unir contra el imperialismo. No podemos pelear el imperialismo y pelear otras que están ocupadas en conflictos de vida o muerte con el imperialismo 
a la misma vez. Aun las clases de una nación imperialista pueden ser aliados en el frente unido bajo ciertas condiciones.

4. Una clase parasítica domina los países del primer mundo. Como Marx, Engels, y Lenin formularon y la idea de MIM ha reiterado a través de análisis mate-
rialista, el imperialismo extrae súper-ganancias del Tercer Mundo y en parte usa esta riqueza para comprar populaciones enteras de supuestos trabajadores. Estos 
supuestos trabajadores comprados por el imperialismo forman una nueva burguesía pequeña - llamada la aristocracia de labor, ellos no son un vehículo para el 
Maoísmo.  Aquellos que trabajan en los intereses económicos de la aristocracia de labor del primer mundo forman la base de masas para apretar el agarre de la 
muerte del tercer mundo por el imperialismo

5. Nuevas burguesías se formarán bajo el socialismo. Mao guió la marcha para exponer la burguesía que se desarrolló adentro del partido comunista en la Unión 
Soviética y la campaña para bombardear los cuarteles generales en su propio país de China. Esas experiencias demostraron la necesidad de revolución continua 
bajo la dictadura del proletariado. La lucha de clases no se termina hasta que el estado haya sido anulado y el comunismo se haya alcanzado.

6. La Gran Revolución Cultural de Proletariado en China fue el avance más lejano hacia al comunismo en la historia. Mantenemos la Unión Soviética hasta 
la muerte de Stalin en 1953, seguido por la Republica de la gente de China a través de 1976 como los ejemplos mejores del socialismo moderno en la práctica. El 
arresto de la “Pandilla de Cuatro” en China y la subida de Khrushchev en la Unión Soviética marcaron la restauración del capitalismo en esos países. Otros experi-
mentos en el desarrollo del socialismo en el siglo 20 fallaron de sobrepasar el modelo Soviético (es decir: Albania) o peor, se quedó adentro del modelo capitalista 
de producción, generalmente por la falla de romper con la teoría de fuerzas productivas.

Control Units in Ohio
by an Ohio prisoner
August 2014

I am currently imprisoned in Warren Correc-
tional Institute in Lebanon, Ohio and am Vice 
President of a prisoner-run organization called 
Long Term Offenders Organization (LTO) 
where our main focus is to abolish the "3 tier 
system" which is Ohio's equivalent to Califor-
nia's Security Housing Unit (SHU) system. We 
promote abolishment by enforcing programs, 
workshops, events and activities for prisoners to 
beat the 3 tier system. We promote unity outside 
of these walls but even more within these walls. 
I've noticed a lot of brothers complain about 
our current circumstances in Ohio such as the 
3 tier system (which is obviously a cycle that is 
supposed to be broken), the food (not enough 
portions), and correctional officers abusing their 
authority. By having a platform such as LTO to 
speak up, I'm promoting prison unity to use the 
proper procedure through the formal complaints 
process and not letting the pigs or their system 
get the best of us. I always tell the brothers it's 
going to take more than just me alone to make 
a difference so I need them just as much as they 
need me.

MIM(Prisons) adds: We add these comrades 
in Ohio to the country-wide movement to shut 
down control units. Whatever they are called, 
this long term isolation is a form of torture, 
primarily targetting politically active and op-
pressed nation prisoners. We also encourage 

by a Montana prisoner
August 2014

The Montana prison suppression machine 
has pulled the wool over the eyes of several pris-
oner advocacy groups by pretending to disband 
their security housing unit (SHU) program. It's 
not actually gone, it's just been given a shiny 
new title. It's now known as LH1 - AdSeg and 
LHII - Max population or step down program.

The SHU program started in Montana State 
Prison (MSP) in approximately 2004-2005, 
designed to hold validated gang members or 
violent prisoners deemed security threats. Un-
fortunately in Montana the only requirement for 
validation is to associate with suspicious prison-
ers or interact with known gang members. No 

SHU Reopens Under New Name activity is required to validate you. Anyone who 
disagrees with a corrections officer, files griev-
ances, or otherwise remotely questions the capi-
talist authority is deemed a security risk.

MSP's favorite use of control units is for a 
growing number of mentally ill prisoners. MSP 
has no resources to house these prisoners sepa-
rately so they use long term isolation, trying to 
induce forced sumission over them.

The LHII step down program is creating 
jobs for high risk prisoners who would normally 
never have the opportunity to earn a few dollars, 
but at the cost of long term isolation for most 
prisoners who are only here because they ques-
tioned policy, filed grievances, refused a pig's 
order, or are scared by prison life. This does 
not make for a prisoner who will fare well once 
turned back to population or society.

So MSP has once again fixed nothing, but it 
might have fooled a few people with the name 
change. We must expose the new system for 
what it is: a renaming of the same long term 
isolation.

MIM(Prisons) adds: We need prisoners to help 
us keep our statistics on control units across the 
country up to date. We estimate over 100,000 
long term isolation units exist in the United 
$tates, but this data is incomplete for many 
states. If you know about a control unit in your 
state, fill out the control unit survey on the op-
posite page so you can help us collect this data 
on torture in Amerikan prisons.

LTO, and any other prisoner organizations out 
there, to consider joining the United Front for 
Peace in Prisons, and work to build unity on an 
even broader scale. As the second organizing 
principle of this United Front states: "We strive 
to unite with those facing the same struggles as 
us for our common interests. To maintain unity 
we have to keep an open line of networking 
and communication, and ensure we address any 
situation with true facts. This is needed because 
of how the pigs utilize tactics such as rumors, 
snitches and fake communications to divide and 
keep division among the oppressed. The pigs 
see the end of their control within our unity."
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Control Unit Survey
Control units (CUs) are used as a tool of 

political repression to alienate and torture 
anyone who works for change from within 
prisons. Control units can be generally de-
scribed as: Permanently designated prisons, 
or cells in prisons, that lock prisoners in soli-
tary confinement for 22 or more hours a day 
with no congregate dining, exercise or other 
services, and virtually no programs for pris-
oners. Prisoners are placed in control units 
for extended periods of time. MIM(Prisons) 
has the most complete data on control units 
available at www.abolishcontrolunits.org. 
Much of this data came directly from prison-
ers themselves. Help keep it updated by com-
pleting this survey.

We also have a more extensive economic 
survey that you can use to collect anonymous 
data about prisoners, as part of our research 
on the lumpen class. Just indicate if you would 
like to become a survey proctor and help with 
this research. 

Fill out a separate survey for each prison 
you know of that has Control Units.

Address/location: ______________________________________________________
How many people total are in isolation at this prison? _________________________
What year did the control unit in this prison open? ____________________________
What is the total population held at this prison?_______________________________
What is the total capacity of this prison? ____________________________________
What year did this prison open?______ What year did the control unit open? _______
Is the whole prison a control unit, or only certain units? if only certain units, which 
units, and how many people are in each? ____________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
What is the name of the control units/isolation in this prison? (i.e. security housing 
units) ________________________________________________________________
What is the national/racial make up of the population in the CU? ie. what percent is 
Black, Latino, white, etc.? ________________________________________________
What reasons are given for putting people in the CU?__________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Is the state planning to open any new control units that you know of? ______________
_____________________________________________________________________
Is there anything else you think we should know about the control units in your state?
_____________________________________________________________________
What is your source for this data (i.e. you were in this control unit in 2013, your brother 
is held there, you are there now, etc.) ________________________________________
Year this data was collected: _______________             
Do you want to proctor a socio-economic survey? Y or N 
Return completed survey to: MIM(Prisons) Control Unit Survey, PO Box 40799 SF, CA 94140

por Wiawimawo de MIM(Prisons)
traducido por un@ prisioner@ en California
Mayo 2014

Los Amerikanos deberían de condenar a su 
gobierno por estar involucrado en lo que esta 
tomando lugar en el patio trasero de Rusia. Par-
tidos politikos con ambiciones nucleares en el 
bordo de Rusia es una receta de muerte y gran 
desastre.(1) A incrementado el derramamiento 
de sangre y todo es resultado de la maniobra 
imperialista por la cual docenas han muerto en 
confrontaciones entre los protestores/fuerzas 
opuestas, y la fuerzas de seguridad en Ukra-
nia que son controladas por los partidos que 
entraron en poder en el golpe de estado de Fe-
brero (el segundo, de parte de los EE UU en los 
últimos 10 años). Interesantemente no hemos 
escuchado a John Kerry hacer un llamado de 
sanciones en contra del gobierno nuevo de 
Ukrania como fue visto el pasado otoño cuando 
el gobierno anterior asalto a los protestantes, 
una vez más exponemos su hipocrecia (eso va 
sin disculparse por el ahora derrocado régimen 
de Yanukovic, el cual después mato a docenas 
de protestantes en las calles de Kiev). Los Eu-
ropeos deberían estar aun mas preocupados por 
la violencia que se esta fomentando en Ukrania. 
Mientras la Unión Europea espera beneficiarse 
del militarismo de los EE UU en forma de rela-
ciones de intercambios con Ukrania, les podría 
llegar guerra a su propia región por ese mismo 
militarismo por el que tanto esperan ellos ben-
eficiarse.

Las declaraciones del presidente Vladimir 
Putin en Mayo 7 del 2014 indicaron que Rusia 
se la llevara calmado cuando se trate de este 
conflicto, las platicas de que Ukrania se una a 
la OTAN es una gran amenaza a la seguridad 
de Rusia. Los Amerikanos expertos en poliza 
extranjera, incluyendo a Henry Kissinger, han 
condenado la idea de unir a Ukrania con NATO. 

EE UU Envolucrado Detras el Derrame de Sangre en Ukrania
La Organización del Tratado Atlantico Norte 
(NATO) fue formada al fin de la segunda guer-
ra mundial como un pacto militar entre paises 
opuestos a los entonces comunistas de la Union 
Sovieta. Desde la disolución de la Union So-
vieta en 1991, poco a poco la OTAN ha estado 
entrando al este de Europa dirijiendose hacia 
Rusia.

Las palabras calmadas que expresó Vladimir 
Putin indican que las muy limitadas sanciones 
del Oeste han sido exitosos en no añadir mas 
flama a la rivalidad del inter-imperialismo. Con 
atacar y enfocarse en individuos, EE UU y Ale-
mania previnieron los tipos de barreras comer-
ciales que terminaron en guerras abiertas entre 
países imperialistas a principios del Siglo XX. 
Y aunque los mercados financieros de Rusia 
han bajado frenta a esta amenaza, el golpe per-
manece moderado.

Otra razón por la cual preocuparse es que 
el régimen - apoyado por los estadounidenses 
tiene participación significante de partidos fas-
cistas de la ultra-derecha. Es irónico que hoy 
el fascismo encuentra gran cantidad de apoyo 
con la gente que destruyo el fascismo en los 
1940s. Pero nuestro entendimiento del fascismo 
explica porque. Fascismo es dirigido por una 
clase imperialista que siente que su existencia 
es amenazada y/o aspira surgir y avanzar en 
contra de otros poderes imperialistas. Su gran 
apoyo es el de los aristócratas laborales los cu-
ales quieren que su nación sea levantada y poder 
segar grandes superganancias a costos de otros 
países (lee nuestro paquete de studio del fascis-
mo). Rusia permanece un poder imperialista con 
desigualdad al oeste, que no puede proveer los 
mismos beneficios a su gente como por ejemplo 
los EE UU y esos del oeste de Europa. Mientras 
que Ukrania no es un país imperialista, hay una 
pequeña clase de financieros capitalistas que 
apoyan el avance fascista dentro del régimen ac-

tual. Los fascistas se están movilizando entre la 
guardia nacional y están detrás de las recientes 
muertes de policías locales y civiles en el este 
donde la oposición al nuevo régimen es fuerte.

Con toda la ayuda y préstamos ofrecidos a 
Ukrania departe del Oeste, sabemos que gran 
parte del dinero dado en el pasado se ha hido a 
diferentes partidos politikos, "reforma de elec-
ciones" y avenidas de información (2); algo que 
debemos tener en mente al tratar de entender lo 
que sucede durante eventos politikos en estados 
clientes. El USAID, constantemente comercial-
izado por el gobierno como agencia humani-
taria, está detrás de esta campaña y fondos poli-
tikos. Los EE UU y Alemania se alistan para la 
planeada elección presidencial que debe tomar 
lugar en Mayo 25 mientras trabajan detrás del 
esenario para asegurar sus resultados.

El militarismo Estado Unidense, el cual es 
definido por la economia Amerikana dependi-
ente de la guerra y producción militar, tiene que 
ser llevado a un fin para parar todas esas muertes 
innecesarias como las cometidas recientemente 
en Ukrania y en diferentes partes del mundo. 
USAID tiene que ser expuesta y todos tenemos 
que estar en contra de USAID por ser la herra-
mienta que se opone a la auto-determinación de 
la gente alrededor del mundo. Los sentimientos 
anti-Rusos que se levantan entre Amerikanos y 
el apoyo que Putin esta recibiendo en Rusia no 
es una buena mezcla para prevenir conflictos 
en el futuro si es que de casualidad los imperi-
alistas deciden subirle un nivel mas a todo este 
problema. Esto es la advertencia que nos dice 
y grita que debemos fortalecer el movimiento 
acontra el militarismo Estado Unidense.

Notas:
1. Svoboda Party Programme
2. Paul Blumenthal U.S. Obscures foreign aid to Ukrain. But 
here's where some goes, Huffington Post. 7 March 2014
3. Para mas discusiones historiales de Ukrania mira nuestro 
articulo en ULK36 antes del coup intitulado "Lenin Statue 
Toppled in Power Struggle in Ukraine."
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mon apologize for the wrong-doers and demonize 
those who are under injustice.

The killing of an 18-year-old happened. He was 
unarmed and killed in cold blood by a cop who was 
supposed to be protecting and serving.

How can anyone call for peace when so many 
young children have been murdered by police? He 
came from a lumpen community who now all share in 
the call for justice. No more police murders.

MIM(Prisons) responds: This writer makes an im-
portant point about racism as a tool used by the im-
perialist system. Racism is an attitude, and the root 
problem is national oppression. Michael Brown was a 
victim of national oppression, a system in the United 
$tates which puts the white nation in a position of pow-
er and wealth while the New Afrikan, Chican@ and 
First Nations as groups receive vastly inferior educa-
tion, public services, and income. And the public per-
ception of oppressed nations is a result of centuries of 
"education" so that police and regular citizens believe 
that Black youth are inherently dangerous.

We must demand justice, but not just for Michael 
Brown. One killer cop being prosecuted will not 
change the system of national oppression. We can't use 
the criminal injustice system to defeat national oppres-
sion. Only by fighting imperialism, the very system 
that perpetuates national oppression both at home and 
around the world, do we have a real chance of ending 
police murders.

...Continued from page 11 ...Ferguson
subjective feelings are untrustworthy as measures of gender oppression. They focus too 
much on individuals' actions and feelings, ignoring the relationship between the group and 
the individual. 

Rather than falling into this subjectivist trap, MIM(Prisons) upholds the line that all sex 
under patriarchy is rape. Among the general public, living in a highly sexualized culture 
with a long history of material consequences for granting and withholding access to one's 
sexuality, no "yes" can be granted independent of group relationships. This is especially true 
for a captive population; saying "yes" to sex as a trade for privileges, or to a guard who quite 
literally has your life in their hands, cannot be consensual, even if everyone involved "liked" 
it or "wanted" it. Power play is very tied up in leisure time to the point that a coercive sex act 
can feel pleasurable to all involved. Granting consent in a society with gender oppression is 
a moot point. People always behave in a way that is determined by group relationships, and 
this is no different for the gender oppressed under patriarchy.

While Liberals are concerned with how we define rapists so that we can lock them up and 
ostracize them, we look at the systematic problem rather than essentializing individuals. We 
don't adhere to the bourgeois standard of criminality for theft, so why would we follow their 
standard for rape? Instead we want to build a socialist society that allows jobs for everyone, 
separate from the sex industry. We would then ban all sex for profit, all pornography for 
profit, and all sex trafficking. We wouldn't criminalize sex slaves or people choosing to have 
sex for their own subjective pleasure, but we would criminalize anyone making a profit off 
of sex work, especially the multi-billion dollar porn and abduction rackets. Low-level pimps 
and "self-employed" sex workers would at least need to go through self-criticism and reedu-
cation and take a cold, hard look at how their activities are impacting others. Anyone who 
wanted to leave these anti-people industries would have other viable options, something we 
can't say for the vast majority of sex workers in the world today who were either kidnapped, 
or subject to manifestations of national oppression such as homelessness and drug addiction.

As with any form of oppression under imperialism, we encourage people to use the courts 
when we think we can win material advantages, set a useful precendent for other cases, or 
make a political point to mobilize the masses. But kicking Brockett out of the facility will 


