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Generational Gaps and Revolutionary Concepts of the BPP

by Locol of United Struggle from Within
March 2016

From this end of the bend the only subject rel-
evant to prisoners in regards to the early Black
Panther Party (BPP) is the party as a Maoist or-
ganization and how prisoners should apply the
teachings of the early Panthers to free themselves
- resisting the foolishness of the late personality
cliques capitalizing off of the party’s reputation.
What is most important is getting to the truth be-
tween the legacy of the BPP and what it was that
the founders were really getting at. What role, if
any, do later groups play in keeping the vision
alive? And how is it that prisoners should use
these lessons in these later years of anti-imperi-
alist prison organizing efforts?

Many New Afrikan lumpen organizations in-
side prison take their plays directly from the play-
book of early BPP members while never truly
crediting the party for its works. This in turn cre-
ates further confusions between the lumpen orga-
nization’s (LO’s) followers and former members
of the authentic movement. Others within U.$.
prisons are charismatic individuals working hand
over hand with the bourgeois nationalist organi-
zations, spreading misinformation about the BPP.

Recently PBS ran a piece on a program called
Independent Lens that documented the history of
the Black Panther Party. As expected it was as
watered down as the bourgeois press and media
felt it could get away with.(1) Several of the pris-
oners housed on this facility burst at their seems
with inspiration of the works of the Black Pan-
ther Party. It was information that they felt they

should have known, being they are Afrikans.

Other BPP images being portrayed on this
50th anniversary year include one specific article
written by a charismatic imprisoned individual
that went on and on about Huey P. Newton, a co-
founder of the Black Panther Party, and not on
how prisoners should learn from the early lessons
of Newton, applying their lessons of political edu-
cation in the struggles of today.(2) And probably
the most noticed recent portrayal of the Panthers
came in the form of sexual media, with Beyonce
and eir Super Bowl 50 performance. Capitalizing
off of the history of the Black Power era, Beyonce
adorned eirself and eir backup dancers with black
leathers, black boots and black berets. Prisoners
should question the significance of Black Panther
costume jewelry and makeup versus scientific rel-
evance inside U.$. prisons.(3)

Very few prisoners appreciate the political
significance of the difference between the early
BPP and the late BPP. This is the reason so many
prisoners crowd towards movements that appear
authentic and genuinely interested in liberation
struggles. The masses are presented with ideas
of Black, Brown, red, yellow and white power
by superstar groups like #BlackLivesMatter, but
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Chinese Commemorate 50th
Anniversary of Cultural
Revolution

by MIM(Prisons)
May 2016

On the 50th anniversary of the launching
of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution
(GPCR) by Mao Zedong, a commemorative con-
cert was held in Tiananmen Square in Beijing. It
featured music, art and slogans from the GPCR. A
propaganda poster with the slogan, "People of the
world unite to defeat American invaders and their
running dogs!" was displayed on a giant screen.
A large choir sang Sailing the Seas Depends on
the Helmsman as a poster of Mao as the sun was
projected on the screen. Thousands clapped. The
lyrics are:

"Sailing seas depends on the helmsman,

Life and growth depends on the sun.

Rain and dew nourish the crops,

Making revolution depends on Mao Zedong
Thought.

Fish can’t leave the water,

Nor melons leave the vines.

The revolutionary masses can’t do without the
Communist party.

Mao Zedong Thought is the sun that forever
shines."

We are under no illusions about the current
state capitalist government in China: they will
only hold up Maoism when it serves their politi-
cal purposes, which are definitely not serving the
people. But this celebration serves to remind us
that the GPCR plays a much more complex and
subtle role in modern Chinese society, compared
to the West where it is merely a symbol of com-
munist extremism that is almost universally con-
demned. In China there are also those who con-
demn "extreme leftist ideology making waves
again," but there are many who still recognize the
rise of Deng Xiaoping as the end of a great time in
China when the interests of the people guided the
government of the largest country on Earth.

In the United $tates, reverence for the GPCR
and support for the battle against the revisionism
that had taken over the Soviet Union after Sta-
lin's death was not relegated to a tiny minority of
people in the late 1960s, as it is today. In January
1969, The Black Panther newspaper reprinted an
article from India condemning the revisionism of
the Soviet Union, and its invasion of Czechoslova-
kia. In March 1969, The Black Panther featured a
longer article on the collaboration between "U.S.

Continued on page 16...



Maoist Internationalist Ministry of Prisons

What is Under Lock & Key?

Under Lock & Key (ULK) is the voice of the anti-
imperialist movement within prisons in the United $tates.
It serves as a forum to develop and promote agitational
campaigns led by MIM(Prisons) and United Struggle from
Within &USW). It is a free newsletter for prisoners in the
United $tates, edited and published by MIM(Prisons). It is
mostly written and illustrated by USW and United Front for
Peace in Prisons comrades behind bars. ULK is mailed
out every other month.

Fighting the injustice system is just one part of the
anti-imperialist struggle, and it is important that comrades
not lose sight of the connections to the larger battle. For
this reason, in addition to news about prisons and pris-
oner struggles, we also publish more general news and
analysis important to the anti-imperialist movement. We
welcome support and collaboration from those who are
focused only on prison issues, but we also challenge them
to see the importance of carrying out their work as part of
a larger anti-imperialist strategy.

Our current battles in the United States are legally
permitted. We encourage prisoners to join these battles
while explicitly discouraging them from engaging in any
violence or illegal acts. MIM(Prisons) and its publications
explicitly oppose the use of armed struggle at this time
in the imperialist countries (including the United States).

What is United Struggle from Within?

United Struggle from Within (USW) is a MIM(Prisons)-
led mass organization for U.$. prisoners and former pris-
oners. USW is explicitly anti-imperialist in leading cam-
paigns on behalf of U.$. prisoners in alliance with national
liberation struggles in the United $tates and around the
world. USW won't champion struggles which are not in
the interests of the international proletariat. It will also
not choose one nation’s struggles over other oppressed
nations’ struggles. USW should work independently, but
under the guidance of MIM(Prisons), to build public opin-
ion and independent institutions of the oppressed in order
to obtain state power independent of imperialism. Mem-
bers don’t have to agree with MIM(Prisons)’s six cardinal
points, but they can't consciously disagree with any of
them. See page 12 for campaign info.

What is MIM(Prisons)?

The Maoist Internationalist Ministry of Prisons, or
MIM(Prisons), is a cell of revolutionaries serving the
oppressed masses inside U.$. prisons. We uphold the
revolutionary communist ideology of Marxism-Leninism-
Maoism and work from the vantage point of the Third
World proletariat.

Imperialism is the number one enemy of the majority
of the world’s people; we cannot achieve our goal of end-
ing all oppression without overthrowing imperialism. His-
tory has shown that the imperialists will wage war before
they will allow an end to oppression.

As revolutionary internationalists, we support the
self-determination of all nations and peoples. We sup-
port nations which choose to delink from the imperialist
economy, including the right of the internal semi-colonies
to secede from the United $tates. Today, the U.$. prison
system is a major part of the imperialist state used to pre-
vent the self-determination of oppressed nations. It is for
this reason that we see prisoners in this country as being
at the forefront of any anti-imperialist and revolutionary
movement.

While our organization focuses on prisoner support,
we believe that there is a dire need for Maoists to do
organizing and educational work in many areas in the
United $tates. We hope people are inspired by our ex-
ample around prisons and apply it to their own work to

create more Maoist cells and broaden the Maoist move-
ment behind enemy lines.

MIM(Prisons) expresses general unity with all other
groups and outbreaks against imperialism; mass move-
ments against oppression have as many forms as forms
of power. In this spirit, we insist on telling the uncompro-
mised truth and discussing and criticizing the strategy
and tactics of any given action. MIM(Prisons) encour-
ages everyone, communist or not, to be involved in the
struggle against imperialism. MIM(Prisons) distinguishes
itself from other groups on the six points below. We con-
sider other organizations actively upholding these points
to be fraternal.

1. Communism is our goal. Communism is a society
where no group has power over any other group.

2. Dictatorship of the proletariat is necessary. In a dic-
tatorship of the proletariat the formerly exploited majority
dictates to the minority (who promoted exploitation) how
society is to be run. In the case of imperialist nations,
a Joint Dictatorship of the Proletariat of the Oppressed
Nations (JDPON) must play this role where there is no
internal proletariat or significant mass base that favors
communism.

3. We promote a united front with all who oppose im-
perialism. The road to the JDPON over the imperialist
nations involves uniting all who can be united against
imperialism. We cannot fight imperialism and fight others
who are engaged in life-and-death conflicts with imperi-
alism at the same time. Even imperialist nation classes
can be allies in the united front under certain conditions.

4. A parasitic class dominates the First World coun-
tries. As Marx, Engels and Lenin formulated and MIM
Thought has expanded through materialist analysis, im-
perialism extracts super-profits from the Third World and
in part uses this wealth to buy off whole populations of
so-called workers. These so-called workers bought off by
imperialism form a new sector of the petty-bourgeoisie
called the labor aristocracy; they are not a vehicle for
Maoism. Those who work in the economic interests of
the First World labor aristocracy form the mass base for
imperialism’s tightening death-grip on the Third World.

5. New bourgeoisies will form under socialism. Mao
led the charge to expose the bourgeoisie that developed
within the communist party in the Soviet Union and the
campaign to bombard the headquarters in his own coun-
try of China. Those experiences demonstrated the ne-
cessity of continuous revolution under the dictatorship of
the proletariat. The class struggle does not end until the
state has been abolished and communism is reached.

6. The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution in China
was the furthest advancement toward communism
in history. We uphold the Soviet Union until the death
of Stalin in 1953, followed by the People’s Republic of
China through 1976, as the best examples of modern
socialism in practice. The arrest of the “Gang of Four”
in China and the rise of Krushchev in the Soviet Union
marked the restoration of capitalism in those countries.
Other experiments in developing socialism in the 20th
century failed to surpass the Soviet model (i.e. Albania),
or worse, stayed within the capitalist mode of production,
generally due to a failure to break with the Theory of Pro-
ductive Forces.

Free Political Books for Prisoners

Our Free Political Books for Prisoners Program is a
Serve the People (STP) program founded on the model
of the Black Panther Party’s Breakfast for Schoolchildren
and other STP programs, and on the basis of Mao’s em-
phasis that communists should serve the people in every-
thing we do. The purpose of the Free Books for Prisoners
program is to help prisoners turn their time under lock
and key into a time to develop their politics and build with
us toward the beginnings of a more just and productive
society. We collect and send out political, legal and his-

torical books primarily (we also have some dictionaries
and other reference items that are useful for writers and
jailhouse lawyers). The materials we distribute are se-
lected to help people study the conditions under which
they are living and to turn their knowledge into political
organizing.

We know that many of our subscribers lack financial
resources, and this should not be a barrier to educa-
tion. Because our purpose is to organize, we expect that
comrades will exchange work for the books we send.
You should write articles for ULK, create revolutionary
art, form study groups with other comrades and work
through the study group to educate and organize, share
our literature and expand our mailing list, lead campaigns
against local examples of oppression, or come up with
other ways to contribute to the struggle. If you can afford
to send donations, and if your facility rules allow, sending
us stamps is the best way to donate. We can always use
them to get you more books or to help other comrades
who cannot afford to pay for their books. (Tell us if you
want to send a check or money order so we can send
you instructions.)

We can send you a list of specific titles that we cur-
rently have available, but it is better to request general
topic areas or include substitutions because our stock is
constantly changing. The literature list also lists prices
for the books we send in if you want to purchase them,
but again, lack of funds will not keep you from getting lit-
erature, but lack of political work will. We ask you to help
us build MIM(Prisons) and United Struggle from Within
through your own work in exchange for the books.

If you would like to receive books from MIM(Prisons)’s
Free Books for Prisoners program, please let us know the
subject areas you are interested in, and the work you are
doing in exchange.

Fight Censorship

Under Lock & Key, MIM Theory, study materials,
letters, and even books like dictionaries have been cen-
sored by the state, especially ever since MIM began
organizing on behalf of prisoners decades ago. If your
MIM(Prisons) correspondence is censored, the first thing
you need to know is that you are not alone in struggling
to get your mail and reading materials. You will need to
be prepared to do the work yourself (making copies of re-
jection notices, filing grievances, sending copies of these
documents to us), but we can send instructions on how
to do this. In some cases, we can support your appeals
with letters of our own.

These are some basic steps we recommend to ev-
eryone in prison:

1. Find out now what the prison rules say about your
right to receive mail and reading materials. You should
read this policy carefully and get a copy for your file if
possible. You can also send us copies of the rules to post
on our website as a resource for the public.

2. Find out what the prison’s implementation of these
policies is like. Many times the policy looks reasonable
on paper, but the prison staff behaves totally out of line.
Ask around.

3. To keep our correspondence going, write to us ev-
ery 6 months. If you're writing us regularly and are not
getting any mail from us, there’s a problem with your mail
delivery. Do not assume we are ignoring you.

4. If your correspondence with us is censored, it is
very important that you keep copies of all the paperwork,
(rejection notices, grievances, etc.) and send us copies
of these as well. Often this is the only way we find out
that our mail has been censored. Once we know of the

censorship, we can work with you to fight it.



Under Lock & Key No. 50

Expand Spanish

If you write in Spanish or would like to translate ULK
articles written in English into Spanish, this helps the
development of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism among the
Spanish-speaking peoples of the world. If you want to do
translation, let us know. If you want to submit articles in
Spanish, go ahead and send them in (it helps if you can
still write your letters to MIM(Prisons) in English).

Share ULK and Recruit New Subscribers

Let others read the literature we send you. Talk to
potential comrades about our politics and work, and have
them write in to get put on our mailing list. Our subscrib-
ers (you) play a vital role in the growth of our mailing list.
Remember, a subscription is free!

Administrative Details

Your subscription will be active for 6 months after
each time you write to us. If we do not hear from you
for 6 months, you will be automatically removed from the
mailing list. We recommend writing to us regularly so you
don't lose track of when to update your subscription.

For people outside of prison, all issues of ULK, plus
additional reports from within U.$. prisons, are available
on the website www.prisoncensorship.info

Your address: Please send us as detailed an ad-
dress as possible, including your full legal name, prison
and unit name, prison ID #, street address and P.O. Box,
city, state, and 9-digit zip code. Please check with the
mailroom to make sure you have the correct information.
This is essential for us to send you anything.

Releases: Let us know if you are looking at a (pos-
sible) release date in the next two years. We recently
beefed up our release support, and it includes a lot of
set-up while you're still locked up. Also let us know your
expected address post-release if you have one. Even if
it is only the address of a relative who you think will be
in the same place for a while, this could be the difference
between losing contact and staying in touch and politi-
cally active after you are released.

Your persynal papers: Do not send us legal papers
that pertain to your case unless you have checked with
us first. In general, we cannot do anything with your legal
papers as we do not have the resources to get involved
in individuals’ cases. We also cannot return them to you.
Rather than focus on only your case, we strongly encour-
age comrades to write articles about the political implica-
tions of their situation, and work on cases that will posi-
tively impact the ability for prisoners to organize against
imperialism and capitalism.

Please do not send us your only copies of artwork, ar-
ticles or other writings unless you are certain that you will
not need them in the future. Comrades have requested
that we make copies of their work and send these cop-
ies back. Doing this takes up time and money that would
otherwise go to filling book requests, fighting censorship
and answering letters.

Other Resources

PARC provides a free resource %uide for prisoners.

Tell them you heard about them from MIM(Prisons):

Prison Activist Resource Center

PO Box 70447

Oakland, CA 94612

Inside Books Projects sends free books and a resource
guide to prisoners in Texas.

Inside Books Projects, 12th Street Books

827 West 12th Street

Austin TX 78701

ibp.resourceguide@gmail.com

*see our partial political glossary p. 23*

Choosing One Ideology Over Another:
The Materialist Method

(reprinted from the Maoist Internationalist Movement
"What's Your Line" pamphlet)

"We can (and must) begin to build socialism, not
with abstract human material, or with human material
specially prepared by us, but with the human mate-
rial bequeathed to us by capitalism. True, it is not an
easy matter, but no other approach to this task is seri-
ous enough to warrant discussion." V. I. Lenin, "Left-
Wing Communism,' - An Infantile Disorder," Collected
Works, Vol. 31, p. 50.

It is only by examining the practice of various ide-
ologies over the long run of history that one can decide
which ideology is the most effective in promoting the end
of oppression of oppressed groups by oppressor groups.
In contrast, some people think it is fair to compare an ab-
stract idea with an actual movement. That is not material-
ist method. Once one allows ideas to be compared with
actual, historical movements one has no way of stopping
all kinds of comparisons of ideas with actual practices.
One can only compare practices with practices.

It is intellectuals and Trotskyists who compare prac-
tices with ideas to see how good or bad the practice is.
With this comparison, for example, it is easy to shoot
down the practice of Stalinism with the ideas of Trotsky-
ism or the ideas of Madison and Jefferson or any idea
for that matter. This method is not wrong because it is
Trotskyist or Madisonian. Rather, Trotskyism is wrong
because it uses this idealist method to criticize Stalinism
instead of comparing Trotskyist practice with Stalinist
practice.

In the same vein, it's not fair to compare Maoism with
Jesus Christ in the abstract. Maybe Mao did not obey
the 10 Commandments. But his followers have a better
practice than the Christians when it comes to ending op-
pression.

The only time it is correct to evaluate a practice in
relationship to an idea is within that practice. Maoists
can determine if there are better ways to be Maoists and
tap existing potential by discussing ideas within Maoism.
Even then, the only proof of the validity of a new Maoist
idea is by comparing one Maoist practice with another
Maoist practice.

Hence MIM uses the "where's the beef" taunt to ev-
eryone else. There are an infinity of logically consistent
ideas ranging from professors' pet economic models to
Hare Krishna. Only some ideas, however, have come
with practices to end oppression. By choosing the ideol-
ogy that goes with the most historically effective practice
of social change to end oppression, one separates one-
self from dogmatism and religion. Dogmatism may take
the form of believing in reform no matter what; it may
take the form of opposing dogma all the time, but in every
case dogmatism and religion really amount to comparing
apples and oranges, the apples being ideas and the or-
anges, practices. Dogmatists of all stripes conclude that
oranges should be more like apples. In contrast, Marxist
materialists just pick the best oranges.

MIM forms the following conclusions on the material-
ist method:

* In debate, we must decide when it is appropriate to
compare practices with each other.

* Then we must decide on when it is appropriate to
develop ideas within a practice.

(For more on materialism, how we study history, and
how we develop our strategy, write in to our Free Books
for Prisoners program. We have a number of study packs
and books on this topic.) *
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United Front for Peace in Prisons-
Statement of Principles

The basis of any real unity comes from an agreement
on certain key ideas. This statement does not grant au-
thority to any party over any other party. We are mutually
accountable to each other to uphold these points in order
to remain active participants in this united front.

*PEACE: WE organize to end the needless con-
flicts and violence within the U.$. prison environment.
The oppressors use divide and conquer strategies so
that we fight each other instead of them. We will stand
together and defend ourselves from oppression.

* UNITY: WE strive to unite with those facing the
same struggles as us for our common interests. To main-
tain unity we have to keep an open line of networking
and communication, and ensure we address any situa-
tion with true facts. This is needed because of how the
pigs utilize tactics such as rumors, snitches and fake
communications to divide and keep division among the
oppressed. The pigs see the end of their control within
our unity.

* GROWTH: WE recognize the importance of edu-
cation and freedom to grow in order to build real unity. We
support members within our organization who leave and
embrace other political organizations and concepts that
are within the anti-imperialist struggle. Everyone should
get in where they fit in. Similarly, we recognize the right of
comrades to leave our organization if we fail to live up to
the principles and purpose of the United Front for Peace
in Prisons.

* INTERNATIONALISM: WE struggle for the libera-
tion of all oppressed people. While we are often referred
to as "minorities" in this country, and we often find those
who are in the same boat as us opposing us, our confi-
dence in achieving our mission comes from our unity with
all oppressed nations who represent the vast majority
globally. We cannot liberate ourselves when participating
in the oppression of other nations.

* INDEPENDENCE: WE build our own institutions
and programs independent of the United $tates govern-
ment and all its branches, right down to the local police,
because this system does not serve us. By developing
independent power through these institutions we do not
need to compromise our goals.

How to join the United Front?

* Study and uphold the five principles above.

* Send your organization’s name and a statement of
unity to MIM(Prisons). Your statement can explain what
the united front principles mean to your organization, how
they relate to your work, why they are important, etc.

* Develop peace and unity between factions where
you are at on the basis of opposing oppression of all pris-
oners and oppressed people in general.

* Send reports on your progress to Under Lock &
Key. Did you develop a peace treaty or protocol that is
working? Send it in for others to study. Is your unity based
gn_actions? Send us reports on the organizing you are

oing.

* Keep educating your members. The more educat-
ed your members are, the more unity you can develop,
and the stronger your organization can become. Unity
comes from the inside out. By uniting internally, we can
better unite with others as well. Contact MIM(Prisons) if
you need additional materials to educate your members
in history, politics and economics.




...Continued from page 1

...concepts of BPP

prisoners have very few tools of independence
to combat the misinformation spewed by these
bourgeois nationalist organizations and their per-
sonalities. Movements built on single issue orga-
nizing, swabbing the support of the populations
using identity politics, do a disservice to the op-
pressed, depriving them of the truth.

The Black Panther Party held the correct line
in its early stages, and because of this it was
rewarded with the support of the internal semi-
colonies of the United $tates, the majority being
lumpen youth. In its early years the BPP was
truly independent, concentrating on its services
to Blacks, at a time when the term Black was
just as independent as the party. So the organi-
zation was able to operate in a loose way within
the First World. The early party took its science
from a variety of teachings, from the Pan-Afri-
kan movement to the Chinese communist move-
ment, Lenin’s Russia, Stalin’s theory of nation,
and Mao’s People’s War. Mao influenced much
of the Black Panther Party’s position as a struc-
tured organization. The early members had a very
real practice of materialist solutions provided to
those in the same environment suffering under
conditions of class indifferences, national isola-
tion and gender extinction. They did not believe
in struggling against a system while at the same
time becoming liberated by the very same system
they struggled against.

The prison personality contest conflicts be-
come prominent, with prison identity politics
valued above the peace that independence-
building projects bring to a self-reliant and
self-determined people’s anti-imperialist prison
movement. Too many prisoners and prison LOs
see the end of their individual suffering at the
expense of exploiting entire prison populations.
MIM(Prisons) and United Struggle from Within
(USW) see it differently as we define in the Unit-
ed Front for Peace in Prisons (UFPP) principle
of independence. Independence is building our
own institutions and programs independent of
the united states government and all its branches,
right down to the local police, because this sys-
tem does not serve us. By developing indepen-
dent power through these institutions we do not
need to compromise our goals.

The Black Panther Party prioritized the mo-
mentum of the people in its early years because of
the line and position it had on Maoism. The BPP
transitioned for some time to a level above many
of the revisionist and liberal bourgeois nationalist
organizations of the late sixties and was able to
attract some of the most progressive members of
the lower class, that many now refer to as the First
World lumpen. The Panthers at this time studied
history from the perspective of dialectical materi-
alism, in contrast to the methods of metaphysics
and idealism, and had a clear program that was
being adopted by various sectors of the masses
across the United $tates. They applied practices
that included designing programs that required
members to perform services for the community
at large, from education to self defense. The ser-
vices of the Black Panther Party reflected its line
in such a way that it was mandatory that members

knew the rules of the BPP, the 8 points of atten-
tion and the 3 main rules of discipline, off the top
of their head. The early Panthers were really on
point.

It is in the later stages of the party’s existence
that things began to take a turn as a result of the
organization shifting from its earlier positions
on independence, self-determination and libera-
tion in the interest of the oppressed. This shift
occurred in 1970-71, and was marked by the de-
velopment of the theory of “intercommunalism”
by Huey P. Newton. With the added pressures of
government-launched campaigns to destroy the
Black Panther Party, the party became split on
every level one possibly could imagine.

Walking in the Panther Legacy Today

Since the demise of the BPP, though the move-
ment never actually died, a wide gap has grown
between the generation of Huey, George, Bunchy,
Fred, Kathleen and Geronimo and the generation
of Freddie Gray, Mike Brown and Sandra Bland.
Since the Panthers, many organizations became
infected with a type of Pantherism/intercommu-
nalism fervor. These organizations hold that they
themselves keep the work of the Black Panther
Party alive, all the while erasing the Maoist poli-
tics of the BPP. See our article on the Black Rid-
ers Liberation Party for a discussion of another
group confusing this legacy today.(4)

United Struggle from Within (USW) is a mass
organization led by the Maoist International-
ist Ministry of Prisons for prisoners and former
prisoners in the United $tates. USW is made up
of various political prison activists struggling
against their oppressive conditions. We are part
of an ongoing struggle against the imperialist
state to liberate ALL peoples, not only the select
few who have made themselves popular at the ex-
pense of the people. While USW seeks immedi-
ate goals to improve prison conditions, it does not
lose sight of the ultimate goal of national libera-
tion and ending imperialism.

"There are two kinds of nationalism, revolu-
tionary nationalism and reactionary national-
ism. Revolutionary nationalism is first dependent
upon a peoples revolution with the end goal be-
ing the people in power. Therefore to be revolu-
tionary nationalist you would by necessity have
to be a socialist. If you are a reactionary nation-
alist you are not a socialist and your end goal is
the oppression of the people."(5)

Like their parent organization, many com-
rades of USW see the Black Panther Party devel-
oped by Huey P. Newton as the Maoist vanguard
of the United States in the late 1960s. The Black
Panther Party grew so rapidly at that time that
many of the new recruits and larger memberships
had very little opportunity to establish a deep
understanding of the political objectives of the
party. A lack of political education allows politi-
cal movements to be co-opted, infiltrated, and run
into the ground by enemy line.(6)

USW learns from the Black Panther Party, its
good, bad and ugly. Parallel to the method prac-
ticed by our parent organization MIM(Prisons),
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USW comrades apply righteous actions by righ-
teous studies of logic and these are some lessons
we take:

* No investigation, no right to speak. USW will
not misrepresent or misinform the masses.

* Correctness of ideas assessed independent of
who says them. USW does not engage in the
persynality contest so popular in the United
$tates and its prisons.

* We do not give out information that the pigs
could use to assess or destroy our movement.
Fishing is a favored method amongst the agent
provocateurs and their drones inside the belly of
the beast. USW comrades have a clear definition
of what a snitch, a rat and a pig is. We don’t use
the terms loosely and never false jacket individ-
uals, as our pledge to the United Front for Peace
in Prison principle of unity requires.

Anonymity isn’t just about security, it’s also
about teaching prisoners to think scientifically
rather than follow the person with specific skin
tone or hair style. USW must struggle against
identity politics and the way it shall go about con-
fronting it as its membership crosses paths with
the prison lumpen organization leaders, with their
cult-like followings, is in the most peaceful way
possible, Under Lock & Key. This issue of ULK
is a further advancement into serious dialogues
between politically conscious prisoners and the
masses. Prisoners as a whole must take from this
history, from a Maoist point of view and decide
what side they are on. The side of half truths, or
the always evolving side of deep study and mate-
rialist dialectics.

As Sukant Chandan of Sons of Malcom put
it, identity politics is doing the imperialist divide
and rule for the enemy, by “focusing purely on
individualistic frameworks and issues of oppres-
sion which overshadow or totally obliterate un-
derstanding, learning and support for Resistance
of peoples against imperialism.”(7) So just as the
Panthers were not about costume jewelry and
black berets, they were not about petty beefing
and slights towards small groups of people.

So why are there so many groups inside pris-
ons who claim to identify with the Black Panther
Party but do not uphold Maoism? Their class
loyalty is to the bourgeoisie and they refuse to
accept the most scientifically designed methods
of discovering concrete practices that elevate the
peoples. Study Maoism, study proletarian inter-
nationalism, study the actual words of the Black
Panther Party from the late 1960s.%

Notes:

1. Wiawimawo, March 2016, “Vanguard of the Revolu-
tion: More Revisionist Panther History,” ULK 49.

2. Mumia Abu-Jamal, 15 January 2016, “The genius of
Huey P. Newton”, SF BayView.

3. PTT, February 2016, “Beyonce’s ‘Formation’ and
Super Bowl 50,” ULK 49.

4. MIM(Prisons), June 2016, “The Panther Legacy,
Black Riders and Intercommunalism,” ULK 50, p. 10.
5. Philip S. Foner, The Black Panthers Speak. Huey
Newton Talks to the Movement... p. 50.
6. MIM(Prisons), November 2014,
Problems”, ULK 42.

7. Sukant Chandan, 15 October 2015, “Identity Poli-
tics is Doing the Imperialist Divide and Rule for the
Enemy.”
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The Importance of Militarism Under Imperialism, and Why Prisons Aren't So Much

by Wiawimawo of MIM(Prisons)
April 2016

A California prisoner wrote: In the article en-
titled “The Myth of the ‘Prison Industrial Com-
plex’”, MIM(Prisons) sought to deviate from the
popular usage of the term prison industrial com-
plex. MIM(Prisons) quotes Loic Wacquant, rea-
soning that "fewer than 5,000 inmates were em-
ployed by private firms." MIM(Prisons) reasons
that since "there is not an imperialist profit inter-
est behind favoring jails ... the concept of ‘PIC’
is a fantasy."(2) This reasoning is fundamentally
flawed. The definition, relied upon here, is not one
used by the crusaders of that movement, but rath-
er, is one attributed to the term by MIM(Prisons).
In other words, I've yet to see an advocate who
claimed that the entire premise of the prison in-
dustrial complex is based on direct prison labor
for the "imperialist." The truth is, since there's
nothing "complex" about direct prison labor, the
MIM(Prisons)-attributed definition severely trivi-
alizes the true meaning of the PIC. The term has
to mean more.

To avoid further distortions — and unreason-
able deduction - let's look at the plain meaning of
the term (see Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dic-
tionary). (a) Prison, I believe, is self-explanatory.
(b) Industry: a distinct group of productive enter-
prises; esp: one that employs a large personnel
and capital. (¢c) Complex: a whole made up of, or
involving, intricately interrelated elements.

In light of this definition, the question becomes
does the apparatus referred to as the PIC represent
a “distinct group of productive enterprises” that
“employs a large personnel and capital,” “made
up of, or involving intricate interrelated ele-
ments”? Answer: Yes, of course. The conglomer-
ate, that is the PIC, consists of hundreds of cor-
porations and unions, including phone companies
that literally engage in bidding wars to contract
with the prison; the California Correctional Peace
Officers Association, their labor union, is one of
the biggest in the state, which isn't to discount the
plumbers and electricians unions, big food and
cosmetic companies, like Doritos, Colgate and
many more, all garner impressive profits off of
the prison population. Additionally, many small
impoverished towns have routinely used prisons
to stimulate their economies. And so, per defini-
tion, this intricate network of parasitic companies
siphoning millions of dollars from both the gov-
ernment and our families does meet the definition
of the term prison industrial complex. In a nut-
shell, while not disputing the facts relied upon by
MIM(Prisons) in its article, I believe those facts
are being misapplied in this situation. To keep us-
ing PIC is not inaccurate or "a fantasy."

Wiawimawo of MIM(Prisons) responds: The
definition derived above from the dictionary is a
literal interpretation of the words piecemeal and
does not reflect how proponents of the term define
it. If you look at definitions by those who use the
term they usually allude to a collaboration between
government and private industry. As we point out
in the article being responded to, the term prison

industrial complex is appropriated from the term
military industrial complex, which we will take
some time to explain in more depth to further
demonstrate why prisons do not play a similar role
under imperialism. We argue that to use the term
PIC is to imply that prisons do play this role that
is crucial to imperialism's economic success. Fur-
ther, despite this critic's claim to the contrary, the
line that prisons are profiting off of prison labor is
quite commonly presented by those who use the
PIC term. (See recent call by September 9th strike
organizers for the most recent example, p. 17)

War and prisons serve a similar role in op-
pressing other nations to enforce the will of im-
perialist interests on them. As we all know these
days, prisons and torture are an integral part of
U.$. imperialist excursions throughout the world.

What is militarism? MIM answered, "Milita-
rism is war-mongering or the advocacy of war or
actual carrying out of war or its preparations."(1)
But what causes militarism under imperialism
and what purposes does it serve? We already men-
tioned the important purpose of controlling other
peoples. But there are other economic benefits
to militarism under imperialism that are strong
enough to lead humynity to war, to the slaughter
of thousands of people. Namely, militarism can
artificially increase demand enough to buoy a
struggling economy, and war can solve problems
of over-production under capitalism through its
great destructiveness. It can do this because it is
both productive in the Marxist sense, and destruc-
tive. In fact, one of our critiques of the PIC line is
that the injustice system is not productive at all as
the definition proposed by the reader above sug-
gests. This makes it qualitatively different from
the weapons industry.

The injustice system is not a productive sys-
tem. Despite some small productive enterprises
within it, U.$. prisons are designed to pay a bunch
of people to do nothing while preventing a bunch
of other people from doing anything. A large por-
tion of working-age oppressed nation people are
prevented from contributing to their nations eco-
nomically or otherwise. Meanwhile prison guard
unions are one of the most obvious examples of
non-productive “labor” under imperialism.

As we've mentioned before, the military in-
dustrial complex represents a whopping 10%
of U.$. GDP.(2) And as most of us know, under
capitalism there is a problem when demand is
not high enough. It is a problem of circulation.
When capital circulation slows, profits decrease,
so finance capital stops investing, and without
intervention this leads to a self-feeding cycle of
decreased production, decreased profits and de-
creased investment. Not only is production of war
machines big, but it is mostly determined by the
state. Therefore it becomes a useful tool for the
state to interfere and save capitalism from crisis.
It just needs to order some more fighter jets and
things get better (maybe).

Now, the astute reader might ask, doesn't this
create another downward cycle where the state

has to tax the people, thereby decreasing their
consumption rates, in order to buy all those fight-
er jets? Well, finance capital has developed much
more complicated solutions to this problem than
just taxing the people. It so happens that the state
also controls money supplies, which of course
is a primary tool for such Keynesian strategies
for preventing crisis. But in addition to creating
money out of nowhere, the imperialists are able
to squeeze money out of their partners. In fact,
the U.$. domination of military production is one
way that it maintains its dominance in the world,
controlling 31% of global arms exports.(3)

The Islamic State has been a great benefactor
of U.$. militarism, snatching up advanced U.$.
weaponry from local puppet forces. They are also
the most popular of many strong movements in-
fluenced by Wahhabism, an ideology that evolved
from Sunni Islam and is promoted by the House
of Saud, the ruling royal family of Saudi Arabia.
It just so happens that Saudi Arabia is the number
one importer of U.$. war production, accounting
for 11.8% of exports in that industry, followed
closely by India, Turkey and then Taiwan.(4)
These are countries that are largely able to fund
their own military purchases, thus providing a
great influx of money to the U.$. without having
to tax Amerikans to increase production. So when
people ask why the U.$. works so closely with
Saudi Arabia while claiming to be fighting radical
Islam, this is the answer, along with the fact that
Saudi Arabia does its oil sales in dollars, which
also props up the U.$. economy. In recent presi-
dential campaigns we've seen Bernie Sanders and
Donald Trump campaigning for Saudi Arabia
(and other countries) to do more to carry out war
efforts against the oppressed to take some of the
burden off of the United $tates.

Of course, much of the arms market is con-
trolled not just by U.$. financial interests, but
political interests as well. It is not a free market.
In 2014, the Amerikans gave out $5.9 billion in
foreign military aid, with Israel getting more than
half of that ($3.1B), followed by Egypt ($1.3B),
Iraq ($300M), Jordan ($300M), and Pakistan
($280M).(5) This accounts for around half of
U.$. military exports. So these countries are big
consumers of U.$. arms, with the help of subsi-
dies from the United $tates itself. But that money
is not just given away, much of it is in loans that
must be paid back by those countries with interest
and always with other obligations that benefit the
imperialist countries.

All that said, the United $tates still spends far
more on war than any other country. Amerikkka's
own spending is an order of magnitude greater
than what is exported to other countries. So our
continued invasion of the Third World will be
playing a bigger role in propping up the U.$.
economy via the military industrial complex than
all of its exports ($610B vs. something like $10B
in exports).(3) But as long as those invasions
enable imperialist profits, incomes in the First
World can stay high, and the tax money to pay for
war can continue.

Continued on next page..




lational Consciousness and Why Black Lives Matter

by USW11 of United Struggle from Within
February 2016

The recurrence of police brutality and racial
prejudice against U.$. oppressed nation groups
that has captured widespread attention has also
heightened the national question. More and more,
oppressed nation communities and groups are ex-
pressing their discontent with a system of oppres-
sion that dehumanizes and marginalizes them.
Mass protests have taken place, unrest has gripped
cities, and organized movements have arisen all in
direct response to these injustices. In other words,
the demand for change by U.$. oppressed nations
is beginning to define the national question.

These events signal a realization among U.$.
oppressed nations that the prevailing system does
not represent their interests, and that in fact, it
functions at a disadvantage to them. While socio-
economic indicators reveal inequalities in com-
munities of oppressed nations, they cannot com-
municate the dimensions of humyn misery and
suffering that result from institutionalized racism
and discrimination. Just as class consciousness
begins to take root and grow within exploited
workers as they question and share their experi-
ences with each other, resulting in organizations
and movements expressly designed to overcome
their plight, so too does national consciousness
follow this process as oppressed nations deal with
the reality of national oppression.

The Black Lives Matter (BLM) movement is
indicative of this process. It is not the recent sanc-
tioned murders of oppressed nation youth alone
that is responsible for this renewed activism, but
the accumulation of years of national oppression.
The quantitative development of the national
question as it relates to U.$. imperialist society
has reached a critical point. Either U.$. internal
semi-colonies and oppressed nations are going to
vie for liberation, or seek the path of reform and
further integration. Thus, the question becomes
how are we, as Maoists, going to nurture this
emerging seed of awareness with revolutionary
nationalism.

Ultimately national oppression informs the
consciousness of oppressed nations within the
unique conditions of U.$. imperialist society and
there are implications from the BLM movement
that are relevant to the larger national liberation
movement. It is important to note that the BLM
movement iS not a revolutionary organization.
Yet, BLM is instructive to our cause because it
demonstrates the potential among U.$. internal
semi-colonies and oppressed nations to be orga-
nized around issues of national oppression.

A Nation's Right to Self-Determination

For U.$. internal semi-colonies and oppressed
nations the national question should be about real-

6 Maoist Internationalist Ministry of Prisons

izing their right to self-determination. Oppressed
nations are subject to semi-colonialism and thus
have no control or power over their destiny. Be-
cause white supremacy dominates every aspect
of the oppressed nation, their material existence
merely functions as an afterthought to the white
power structure.

Moreover, the white-setter nation-state has
created mechanisms of social control to maintain
dominance over oppressed nations. Mass incar-
ceration, family and community dysfunction, the
culture of stereotypes and stigmas, etc. are just
a few means used to keep oppressed nations in
check. To elaborate more on this point, the sys-
tematic restriction of access to meaningful educa-
tion undermines access to meaningful job oppor-
tunities. No jobs means poverty and the social ills
that accompanies it. In addition, institutionalized
racism and discrimination inform attitudes and
behavior that further creates a culture of inequal-
ity within communities of oppressed nations. As
a result, some members of oppressed nations are
compelled to pursue criminal lifestyles, opening
themselves up to the repressive criminal injustice
system.

While the above scenario is not representative
of the entire oppressed nation it does speak to the
need for national liberation and the exercise of a
nation's right to self-determination. Granted, U.$.
internal semi-colonies and oppressed nations en-
joy living standards and privileges that their Third

Continued on next page...
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Another reader recently wrote in response to
another article on the same topic, “MIM(Prisons)
on U.S. Prison Economy”(6):

“If it is MIM's position that the prison indus-
trial complex doesn't generate private profit for
some, I would regard that line as practically ir-
responsible.

“I'm beginning to exit my comfort zone here.
I don't have the vast field of data I have examined
previously to my avail, but it is my determination
that as capitalism advanced to imperialism, mar-
ket capitalism evolved, or is evolving, toward the
monopoly of all aspects of society.”

One should not come away from our article
thinking that our position is that no one profi-
teers off of prisons. We agree that there is a great
trend towards privatization of state services in
advanced capitalism. The first subheading in our
article is "Profiteering Follows Policy," where we
state,

"Private industries are making lots of money
off prisons. From AT&T charging outrageous
rates for prisoners to talk to their families, to the
food companies that supply cheap (often inedi-
ble) food to prisons, to the private prison compa-
nies themselves, there is clearly a lot of money to
be made. But these companies profits are coming
from the States' tax money, a mere shuffling of
Sfunds within the imperialist economy."

And we also recognize that many individuals
are benefiting from prison jobs. Yet when we call
these people parasites, we are told that they are

the exploited proletariat. But when we say that
prisons are about national oppression, we are told
that it is about profits because look at all the mon-
ey the prison guards are making. The reality is,
Amerikkkans support more prisons because they
support national oppression. And some of them
get paid to participate directly.

Our specific critique of the use of "prison in-
dustrial complex" is explained in more depth in
the article “The Myth of the ‘Prison Industrial
Complex’”, so we won't repeat that here. But in
essence, the PIC thesis is deflecting the critique
of the white oppressor nation's willing and ac-
tive participation in the oppression of the internal
semi-colonies for over 500 years on this conti-
nent, in favor of aiming attacks at the likes of
Doritos and Colgate. Our critic above doesn't ad-
dress those points, and therefore does not make a
strong case for why it is a correct term. We think
they are correct in their letter to us when they
write, "Believe me, we - the actual 'oppressed
nations' — don't care what you call it, just change
it!" This reflects the reason why we do focus on
prisons: it is a frontline issue for the oppressed
nations in the United $tates, who are the princi-
pal mode for change in this country. So the prison
movement is important in the anti-imperialist
struggle in the United $tates, but not because
prisons are economically important. The national
question does make the current mass incarcera-
tion craze unlikely to go away under imperialism,
but increased imprisonment is not vital to impe-
rialism's continued success in the way that mili-
tarism is. And by having a correct understanding
of the role that these things play in the current

system we can better change the system.

In eir letter, the California prisoner also sug-
gests that we should use PIC due to its popularity
and maintaining the United Front. Well, “injustice
system” was popular before PIC was, but some
made a conscious decision to replace it with PIC.
Those folks are coming from an academic back-
ground with a particular political line, and they
are no strangers to Marxism. It is our job to put
forth the political line of the proletariat in every-
thing we do, which means a scientific and accu-
rate assessment of all things. We do not think that
using different terms will deter those interested
in combating injustice in U.$. prisons. In con-
trast, we do believe that by failing to distinguish
the revolutionary anti-imperialist position from
that of the Liberal reformers, we will hinder real
change from ever happening.

Should we only oppose the criminal injustice
system when companies are making money off of
it? No, we should oppose it all the time as a tool of
national oppression and social control.*

Notes:

1. Maoist Internationalist Movement, “What is Milita-
rism?”

2. MIM(Prisons), July 2012, “The Myth of the "Prison
Industrial Complex’”, Under Lock & Key 27.

3. http://www.statista.com/topics/1696/defense-and-
arms/

4. Natalie Obiko Pearson, 27 September 2015, “In-
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Bloomberg.

5. Nick Thompson, 11 November 2015, “Seventy-five
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countries”, CNN.

6. MIM(Prisons), April 2009, “MIM(Prisons) on U.S.
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World counterparts would die for. Nevertheless,
the reality of national oppression is no less detri-
mental to the U.$. oppressed nation. The hurt and
pain associated with injustices of semi-colonial-
ism is no less real.

These social experiences of national oppres-
sion take a mental toll on oppressed nations. Every
day and every instance of national oppression that
members of oppressed nations go through makes
an impression upon their consciousness. Eventu-
ally, they begin to connect the dots and recognize
the injustice of their situation in U.$. society.

What is National Consciousness?

Oppressed nations within U.$. borders devel-
op an awareness due to enduring national oppres-
sion. This awareness is not revolutionary nor is
it substantive. To be clear, any material situation
that humyns inhabit conditions a corresponding
awareness that reflects their living state. Marx
and Engels developed the theory of materialist
dialectics, which dictates that consciousness is a
product of matter, the exterior world. The prison-
house that is U.$. imperialist society is the physi-
cal world and the social, political, and economic
relations and interactions that comprise it involve
actual activity that is outside of our minds.

In this sense, the oppressed nations are sub-
ject to this dialectical process as these relations
and interactions condition their consciousness.
The activity of daily life within U.$. imperialist
society makes an impression upon mental capac-
ity. And as shown above, national oppression is
a fundamental part of the daily life of these op-
pressed nations.

work. See page
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Furthermore, national consciousness is similar
to class consciousness in that during the grind of
daily life people exchange and engage ideas about
their material situation, their living conditions.
They begin to seek ways to resolve the issues that
they face. Intellectuals gather to discuss, theorize,
and come up with solutions to common problems.
More importantly, institutions and organiza-
tions are founded to help push their agendas. All
of these actions take place because somewhere
down the line people got together after recogniz-
ing a problem.

Thus, when Marxists of old talked about
building and deepening class consciousness
among exploited workers, they were referring to
a process in which people began to realize their
predicament, but in a revolutionary manner. For
us, as Maoists, our job at this hystorical point is to
push forward national liberation struggles within
oppressed nations with revolutionary nationalism.
We must build national consciousness among op-
pressed nations so that these groups understand
that concepts such as race are false and Ameri-
ka is not representative of their interests. These
groups must come to understand that nations exist
and that their respective nation is entitled to exer-
cise its right to self-determination.

Why Black Lives Matter

The BLM movement is no different from the
Chican@ movement that demanded repeal of the
chauvinist, racist, tough-on-immigrant legislation
in Arizona a few years back.

In the Chican@ communities, immigration is
an extremely decisive issue. Obama's chauvinist
policies have broken families apart, the mistreat-
ment of migrant workers in the workplace has
become all too frequent, and in general, under-
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MIM(Prisons) runs a Books for Prisoners Program where we mail out political
theory and history books, magazines, and study packs in exchange for political |
for more on how to get free books.

The Books for Prisoners Program relies on donations of books and money. |
We need to cut back on how many and how often we send out books if
we don’t get more funding. If you have any contacts on the outside who can
donate to our program, or who can hook us up with dictionaries, Mao or Lenin,
or other political books, please tell them to contact us at the address on page 1.

More history and analysis of the Black Panther Party:
The Black Panthers Speak edited by Philip S. Foner ($12)
The Huey P. Newton Reader edited by David Hilliard and Donald Weis ($15) I
Defend the Legacy of the BPP, newspaper collection, edited by MIM(Prisons) ($3)
Revolutionary Suicide by Huey P. Newton ($15) |
To Die for the People by Huey P. Newton ($15)
Seize the Time: The Story of the BPP and Huey P. Newton by Bobby Seale ($5) I
MIM(Prisons)’s nationalism study pack ($5)
|
I
|

Classic MIM Theory magazines: ($5 each)
Issue 2/3: Gender and Revolutionary Feminism
Issue 4: The Failure and Success of Communist Development

Issue 8: The Anarchist Ideal and Communist Revolution

Issue 12: Environment, Society, Revolution
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served and under-resourced Chican@ commu-
nities continue to suffer from inequalities and
poverty. The fact that Arizona was trying to pass
- and eventually passed - even more extreme
anti-immigrant laws was just the straw that broke
the camel's back, mobilizing the Chican@ com-
munity.

Similarly, national oppression has wreaked
havoc on the New Afrikan community, as the
New Afrikan is the face of inequality and injustice
in the United $tates. New Afrikans, particularly
the youth, are tired of the overt mistreatment. The
BLM movement, while it arose in response to po-
lice brutality, embodies the anger and angst of the
New Afrikan nation at the marginalization and re-
pression they have suffered for years. Movements
like these must be used to our advantage as they
demonstrate that oppressed people are not just fed
up with the system, they are willing to commit
themselves to actually changing it.

One key implication that arises from this is the
recourse for oppressed nations to overcome na-
tional oppression. Will U.$. oppressed nations vie
for liberation or will they settle for reform, and
by extension, assimilation and partial integration?

Mainstream media provide coverage on these
events to control a group that might otherwise
threaten the status quo. Therefore, they act as a
supervisor rather than objective reporter all in an
attempt to shape public opinion and undermine
revolutionary organizing. This has serious con-
sequences for the national liberation movement
in the United $tates as a whole. This is why the
BLM movement is critical, because we cannot al-
low the same outcome as took place at the end of
the radical era of the 1960s.

Conclusion

The impact of national oppression on U.$. in-
ternal semi-colonies and oppressed nations has
begun to push the national question forward. We
are starting to see a realization emerge among
oppressed nations that recognizes U.$. imperial-
ist society is rife with inequalities and injustices.
Only revolutionary nationalism can nurture and
grow this seed of awareness. And if our goal is the
liberation of oppressed nations within the United
$tates then we must build their national con-
sciousness in preparation. Movements like BLM
illustrate the potential and activism that is alive
within oppressed nations. The duty falls upon us
to revolutionize it.*

Since 2012 the United Front for Peace in
Prisons has been building the September
9 Day of Peace and Solidarity. This com-
memoration of the Attica uprising is a day
to focus for 24 hours on building the UFPP
principles of peace, unity, growth, interna-
tionalism and independence in your facility.

Write in and ask for the September 9
Study Pack, which has lots of good info to
help in your organizing for this 5th annual Day
of Peace and Solidarity. In Struggle! In Unity!




Applying Lessons from the Black Panthers to our Current Struggle

by USW11 of United Struggle from Within
June 2016

As we reflect on the legacy of the Black Pan-
ther Party for Self-Defense (BPP), we are remind-
ed that the struggle for national liberation contin-
ues. Fifty years ago, the Panthers emerged from
similar conditions of national oppression to what
we face today. Armed with Maoism and the gun,
Panther leaders Huey P. Newton and Bobby Seale
set out to organize their Oakland community
against police brutality and other social inequali-
ties. And what they accomplished distinguished
the BPP as the greatest revolutionary organization
in the hystory of the New Afrikan/Black libera-
tion struggle.

During its height, the BPP established itself
as the vanguard of the revolutionary movement
in the United $tates. Revisionists try to paint the
Panthers as simple nationalists who only wanted
to improve their community. But hystory proves
otherwise, because the Panthers’ revolutionary
work went beyond the Serve the People programs
they implemented. The BPP was a Maoist party
which criticized the bankrupt ideas of cultural na-
tionalism and Black capitalist reforms. It attacked
revisionism in the Soviet Union, while offering
troops to support the Vietnamese in their struggle
to push out the Amerikan invaders, and uphold-
ing the progress of the Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution in China. It understood that the rela-
tionship between the Euro-Amerikan settler na-
tion and the many oppressed nations internal to
the United $tates was (as it still is today) defined
by semi-colonialism, and that national liberation
was the only path forward. To this end, the Pan-
thers formed strategic alliances and coalitions that
broadened their mass base of support and unity.
Eventually they succeeded in forming Panther
chapters in virtually every major city, precipitat-
ing a revolutionary movement of North American
oppressed nations vying for national liberation.

Despite this progress the BPP made serious
mistakes, mistakes that arguably set the move-

ment for national liberation back tremendously.
Even though the Panther leadership adhered to
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism (MLM), they failed
to assess the changing landscape of social and
political conditions, which inevitably led them
to take up focoist positions. This error in analysis
resulted in security issues as repression from the
U.$. reactionary forces intensified. With J. Edgar
Hoover's plan to destabilize and neutralize the
revolutionary movement underway, the Panther
leadership continued to promote a "cult of per-
synality" around Newton instead of democratic
centralism. Consequently, these mistakes placed
such intense pressure on the party that it was un-
able to overcome the tide of repression.

Ultimately, the point of this article is to honor
the revolutionary legacy of the BPP by demon-
strating how the Panther practice is relevant to
our current struggle. For our national liberation
struggles to gain traction we must learn from the
successes and failures of the most advanced revo-
lutionary organization in U.$. hystory.

Fuck the Police!

“The Party was born in a particular time and
place. It came into being with a call for self-de-
fense against the police who patrolled our com-
munities and brutalized us with impunity.” (1)

- Huey P. Newton

There is no greater tragedy for the oppressed
nation community than the unjust murder of one
of its own at the hands of the pigs. The impact is
two-fold. On one hand, police brutality demon-
strates to members of the oppressed nation com-
munity that there are two sets of rules governing
society, one for the oppressor and one for the op-
pressed. On the other hand, it removes all doubt
from the minds of oppressed nationals that their
lives are virtually worthless in the eyes of the
white power structure.

This point was just as much a sobering real-
ity during the Panther era as it is for us today. In

On Prisons & Prisoners

MIM(Prisons) seeks to build public opinion against Amerika’s criminal injustice system, and to
eventually replace the bourgeois injustice system with proletarian justice. The bourgeois injustice
system imprisons and executes a disproportionately large and growing number of oppressed
people while letting the biggest mass murderers — the imperialists and their lackeys — roam free.
Imperialism is not opposed to murder or theft. It only insists that these crimes be committed in

the interests of the bourgeoisie.

All U.$. citizens are criminals — accomplices and accessories to the crimes of U.$. oppression
globally until the day U.$. imperialism is overcome. All U.$. citizens should start from the point of

view that they are reforming criminals.

MIM(Prisons) does not advocate that all prisoners go free today; we have a more effective pro-
gram for fighting crime as was demonstrated in China prior to the restoration of capitalism there
in 1976. We say that all prisoners are political prisoners because under the dictatorship of the
bourgeoisie, all imprisonment is substantively political. It is our responsibility to exert revolution-
ary leadership and conduct political agitation and organization among prisoners — whose material
conditions make them an overwhelmingly revolutionary group. Some prisoners should and will
work on self-criticism under a future dictatorship of the proletariat in those cases in which prison-
ers really did do something wrong by proletarian standards.
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The Black Panthers Speak, Phillip S. Foner cites a
1969 report that captured a snapshot of the police
relations with the Oakland community. It read in
part:

"..for the black citizens, the policeman has
long since ceased to be - if indeed he ever was -
a neutral symbol of law and order...in the ghetto
disorders of the past few years, blacks have often
been exposed to indiscriminate police assaults
and, not infrequently, to gratuitous brutality...
Many ghetto blacks see the police as an occupy-
ing army..."(2)

Under these circumstances, the BPP was
formed and began to transform the Oakland com-
munity in a revolutionary manner.(3) Newton and
Seale understood that the terrorist actions by the
pigs undermined the oppressed nation communi-
ty’s ability to improve its conditions. So they or-
ganized armed patrols to observe and discourage
improper police behavior. These unprecedented
actions by the Panthers gave them credibility
within the community, particularly as community
members experienced the positive effects brought
about by the patrols. Therefore, when the Pan-
thers engaged in mass activities, such as the Free
Breakfast for Children program, they did so with
the full support of the community.

Naturally, the BPP met resistance from the lo-
cal and state reactionary forces. Challenging the
Gestapo tactics of the pigs and building institu-
tions that served the needs of the oppressed was
seen as too much of a threat by and to the white
power structure. But the revolutionary movement
had already picked up steam, and, given the mo-
mentous energy and support from the anti-war
movement, it was not about to be derailed. It was
upon this platform that the BPP spoke to the op-
pressed nations across the United $tates and saw
its message resonate and take root within the con-
sciousness of all oppressed peoples.

Police brutality continues to keep the op-
pressed nations from addressing a system of na-
tional oppression and semi-colonialism. But there
is an even more sinister dynamic involved today.
Mass incarceration, and the "War on Drugs” and
"War on Crime” rhetoric and policies that fuel it,
further divides the oppressed nation community
against itself. With the lumpen section of these
oppressed nation communities criminalized and
incarcerated, so too is the revolutionary potential
for national liberation neutralized and restrained.
Here, the Panther practice provides a blueprint for
our current struggle in respect to revolutionary or-
ganizing. What we need are Maoist revolutionary
organizations — organizations that seek to build
the political consciousness of oppressed nationals
through mass activities and proletarian leadership
similar to the Panther practice.

Maoism, not Focoism

Maoism demands that in determining correct
revolutionary practice we must first proceed from
an analysis of contradictions. This means that we
must identify the contradiction that is principal to
our situation, and then assess its internal aspects

Continued on next page...
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as well as its external relationships. In contrast,
focoism ‘"places great emphasis on armed
struggle and the immediacy this brings to class
warfare!"(4) Where Maoism takes account of the
national question in its entirety and pushes the

... Continued from previous page

struggle for national liberation forward according §
to the prevailing conditions, focoism seeks to j

bring about favorable conditions for national
liberation (or revolution) through the actions of a
small band of armed individuals. To date Maoism
has informed many successful people’s wars;
focoism, on the other hand, has mostly made the
prospect for revolution much less likely.

In this regard, Newton, in developing the Pan-
ther practice, saw the international situation of
the time as favorable to revolutionary organizing
within the United $tates. Given the hystoric Great
Proletarian Cultural Revolution in China repre-
senting the furthest advancement toward com-
munism to this day, the national liberation wars
of Afrika and Asia dealing blows to imperialism,

and the Vietnam War stoking the fire of discontent }! '
and rebellion among sections of the white oppres-

sor nation, Newton was correct in organizing and
politicizing U.$. oppressed nation communities
for liberation.

Bloom and Martin explain in their book, Black
Against Empire, that these conditions, in particular
the anti-war movement, assisted the Panthers' or-
ganizing efforts greatly.(5) This coalition between
the Panthers and the Peace movement was so dy-
namic that U.$. veterans returning from Vietnam
joined the BPP and other revolutionary organiza-
tions. The link between Vietnamese liberation and
New Afrikan liberation (and other U.$. oppressed
nation liberation struggles) became a central point
in building political consciousness.

Nonetheless, Newton took eir analysis too far.
It is clear that ey believed the armed struggles
abroad were inextricably tied to the U.$. national
liberation struggles. Newton maintained, "As the
aggression of the racist American government es-
calates in Vietnam, the police agencies of America
escalates the repression of Black people through-
out the ghettos of America."(6) From this stand-
point, Newton assumed that the police brutality
in U.$. oppressed communities created a military
situation, to which a military response from the
U.$. revolutionary movement was appropriate.

Newton’s error was mistaking the weakness of
imperialism abroad as indicative of a weak U.$.
imperialist state. Instead of assessing the changing
landscape of social and political conditions, creat-
ed by a period of concessions by U.$. imperialists,
the Panthers continued to organize as if the stage
of struggle was an armed one.(7) Even when New-
ton recognized the dramatic changes and began to
adapt, a split occurred within the Party, as a faction
held that revolution was imminent.(8)

With respect to our current struggle, we are in
the stage of building public opinion and indepen-
dent institutions of the oppressed. In this work we
must establish a united front of all those who can
be united against imperialism.

Therefore, when we see the Ferguson or Bal-
timore protests against pig terrorism descend into
scenes of mayhem and senseless violence we
must criticize these methods of resistance. Many
of the individuals who engage in these spontane-
ous uprisings mistakenly believe that this will
bring about some change or vindicate the wrongs
done to them and their community. The only thing
these focoist actions change, however, is the fo-
cus from pig terrorism to people terrorizing their
own community. This basically undermines our
ability to organize and build public opinion in this
stage of struggle.

Part of this problem lies in the fact that there
is no revolutionary organization at this time rep-
resenting these oppressed nation communities.
There is no BPP or Young Lords Party going
into these communities and doing agitation and
organizing work. As a result, a lack of political
consciousness prevails among these communi-
ties, underscoring the need for a revolutionary
organization.

Ultimately, this lesson can be summed up in
one sentence: "Maoism warns that taking up the
gun too soon, without the proper support of the
masses, will result in fighting losing battles.”(9)
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On the Necessity of Security Culture

Furthermore, the Panthers’ incorrect analysis
of conditions that led to focoist positions even-
tually compromised the security of the Party as
well. Once the period of concessions began to sap
support for the BPP’s militant posture, FBI head
J. Edgar Hoover was able to ratchet up repression
against the Panthers. This was seen most clearly
when agent provocateurs were able to infiltrate
and exploit the focoist tendencies held by some
Panthers. Undercover FBI agents would literally
join the BPP and begin to incite other members
to engage in criminal activities or "make revolu-
tion." These repressive measures, their ever-in-
creasing frequency and intensity, began to take a
detrimental toll on the Panthers.

Make no mistake, since day one of the BPP’s
organizing efforts it faced repression. Armed New
Afrikan men and wimmin organizing their com-
munity toward revolutionary ends was intolerable
for the white power structure. However, the anti-
war movement created such a favorable climate
for revolutionary organizing that the more reac-
tionary forces attacked the BPP, the more support
the Panthers received, the more its membership
grew and its chapters spread throughout the coun-
try.

But when those favorable conditions shifted,
the BPP’s strategy didn’t. The Panthers continued
to operate above ground, maintaining the same
militant posture that initially placed them in the
crosshairs of Hoover’s COINTELPRO. Ironi-
cally, Newton was well versed in the role of the
Leninist vanguard party. Ey explained that "All
real revolutionary movements are driven under-
ground."(10) Though, by the time Newton put
this principle into action and attempted to adapt
to the changing situation the Party as a whole was
thoroughly divided and beaten down by wave af-
ter wave of relentless repression.

For us, the important point to draw from this
is the assessment of conditions for revolutionary
organizing. We must place a high priority on se-
curity culture as it pertains to our organizing ef-
forts. In addition, we must strongly emphasize
the importance of avoiding death and prison. A
robust security culture will protect our organizing
and dull the blows of repression that are certain
to come.

Currently, we face a strong imperialist state
that is more than capable of disrupting a potential
revolutionary movement. This point is evidenced
by the fact that Hoover’s repressive practices are
"mirrored in the far-reaching high-tech surveil-
lance of the US National Security Agency."(11)
Maintaining a strong revolutionary organization
thus requires us to maintain strong security prac-
tices informed by MLM theory and practice.

Party Discipline over Party Disciple

Hystory is a testament that some revolutionary
organizations and movements have fallen victim

Continued on next page...
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The Panther Legacy, Black Riders and Intercommunalism

June 2016

Uhuru of the Black Riders Liberation Party -
Prison Chapter: 2016 marks the 50th anniver-
sary of the founding of the original Black Pan-
ther Party for Self-Defense (BPP) by Dr. Huey P.
Newton and Bobby Seale. This year also marks
the 20th anniversary of the founding of the Black
Riders Liberation Party, the New Generation
Black Panther Party for Self-Defense, under the
leadership of General T.A.C.O. (Taking All Capi-
talists Out).

The original BPP arose out of an immediate
need to organize and defend the New Afrikan
(Black) nation against vicious pig brutality that

was taking place during the 1960s and 70s; while
at the same time teaching and showing us through
practice how to liberate ourselves from the death
grip of Amerikkkan-style oppression, colonialism
and genocide through its various Serve the People
programs.

The Black Riders Liberation Party (BRLP)
came about in 1996 when former Bloods and
Crips came together in peace and unity while at
the Youth Training School (a youth gang prison)
in Los Angeles. The BRLP, which follows the his-
toric example set by the original BPP, is a true
United Lumpen Front against pig brutality, capi-

talism, and all its systems of oppression.

The political line of the BRLP, as taught by
our General, is Revolutionary Afrikan Inter-
communalism, which is an upgraded version of
Huey’s Revolutionary Intercommunalism devel-
oped later in the party. Revolutionary Afrikan In-
tercommunalism is a form of Pan-Afrikanism and
socialism. This line allows us to link the struggles
of New Afrikans here in the Empire with Afrikans
on the continent and in the diaspora. Thus Revo-
lutionary Afrikan Intercommunalism is, in es-
sence, revolutionary internationalism as it guides
us towards building a United Front with Afrikan
people abroad to overthrow capitalist oppression
here in the United $tates and imperialism around
the globe.

Continued on next page...

...Lessons

to the "cult of persynality." This is more true in
an imperialist society as bourgeois individual-
ism nurtures a response in people to associate or
reduce organizations and movements to the char-
acteristics of one persyn. And the BPP was no ex-
ception in this regard.

... Continued from previous page

Newton was very intelligent, charismatic, and
embodied qualities of a true leader. In truth, ey
was a symbol of black power and strength that
had been missing from the New Afrikan nation
for centuries. The militant image that Newton
projected was undeniably magnetic and a source
of inspiration for U.$. oppressed nations.

Yet, the BPP relied too heavily on Newton as
an individual leader and not enough on the party
as a whole. Eir ideological insights and theo-
retical contributions were unmatched within the
party. And to a certain extent this was a weakness
of the party. Newton was the primary source of
oxygen to the Party whereas other members of
leadership didn’t meet the demands that the revo-
lutionary movement required of the party.

Bloom and Martin hint at this cult of persyn-
ality around Newton, arguing "In late 1971...
Hilliard recalls that Newton was surrounded by
loyalists who applauded Newton’s every action,
challenged nothing, and would do anything to win
his approval."(12) For example, when Newton
was imprisoned on the bogus pig murder charg-
es, the BPP adapted its struggle and practice to-
ward the "Free Huey” movement. Even Eldridge
Cleaver, who was one of those members of leader-
ship that reneged on eir revolutionary principles,
criticized this move that ultimately confused mass
work with party work. The oppressed masses be-
gan to associate the party and the Panthers with
freeing Newton and not liberating themselves.
The BPP had let its practice become dictated by
Newton who was for the most part disconnected
from the people and community because of eir
imprisonment.

The thrust of this lesson is not to discourage
party members from developing leadership. The
revolutionary movement will certainly need all
the leaders, in whatever role or capacity, which
the struggle for national liberation demands. But

the point is the importance of party discipline. Be-
cause as we see with the Panther practice many
of the major mistakes stemmed from not main-
taining party discipline. Democratic centralism
would have promoted the space and opportunity
for members to challenge and question decisions
by Newton. And as members engaged in this pro-
cess they would have developed their theoretical
practice, shouldering some of the load that New-
ton, even while incarcerated, had to bear.

This is not to say that the Panthers would not
have made mistakes. But with the same party dis-
cipline that saw the Bolsheviks lead the successful
Russian Revolution of 1917 or the Chinese Com-
munist Party execute at a high level throughout
the many stages of its liberation struggle, surely
the Panthers could have avoided the divisions that
were largely fomented by FBI interference. In ad-
dition, proper application of democratic central-
ism should have led to the distinction between
party cadre and mass organizations to take on
campaigns like "Free Huey" and doing the sup-
port work to run Panther programs. Such a dis-
tinction would have helped prevent the decline of
the Oakland-based party into reformism as condi-
tions changed.

What our current struggle does not need is a
party disciple or some demagogue who is pro-
claimed our savior. What will liberate the U.$.
oppressed nation is a Maoist revolutionary or-
ganization connected and related to the masses.
Consolidating the mass line is a necessary part of
applying democratic centralism within the Party.

Conclusion

We are at a critical point in the hystory of U.$.
national liberation struggles. No longer can we
continue to allow the police to murder us with
impunity or for our communities to exist merely
as pathways to imprisonment. Revolutionary na-
tionalism is needed. And that begins with relat-
ing the thought and struggle of the most advanced
revolutionary organization in U.$. hystory to our
current struggle.

This article has highlighted a few mistakes of
the BPP. But in no way does this discard the Pan-
ther practice overall. On the contrary, our path to

national liberation has been illumined by the les-
sons drawn from the revolutionary legacy of the
BPP. It is in this spirit that this article honors the
Black Panther Party, and represents a theoretical
step on that path to liberation.

Power to the people! *

Notes:
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Our Black Commune Program is an upgraded
version of the original BPP’s Ten-Point Platform
and Program, which includes the demand for
treatment for AIDS victims and an end to white
capitalists smuggling drugs into our communities.
[The Black Commune Program also adds a point
on ecological destruction as it relates to the op-
pressed. -MIM(Prisons)]

...Continued from previous page

Mao recognized, as did Che, that every revo-
lutionary organization should have its own politi-
cal organ - a newspaper — to counter the psycho-
logical warfare campaign waged by the enemy
through corporate media, and to inform, educate
and organize the people. Like the original BPP
newspaper, The Black Panther, the BRLP estab-
lished its own political organ, The Afrikan Inter-
communal News Service, and took it a step further
by creating the “Panther Power Radio” station to
“discuss topics relative to armed self-defense
against pig police terrorism and the corrupt pris-
on-industrial complex,” among other topics.

Like the original BPP, the BRLP have actual
Serve the People programs. When Huey would
come across other Black radical (mostly cultural
nationalist) organizations, he would often ask them
what kind of programs they had to serve the needs
of the people because he understood that revolution
is not an act, but a process, and that most oppressed
people learn from seeing and doing (actual experi-
ence). The BRLP’s programs consist of our Watch-
A-Pig Program, Kourt Watch Program, George
Jackson Freedom After-school Program, Squeeze
the Slumlord project, BOSS Black-on-Black vio-
lence prevention and intervention program, gang
truce football games, and Health Organizing Proj-
ect, to name just a few. These lumpen tribal ele-
ments consciously eschew lumpen-on-lumpen re-
actionary violence and become revolutionaries and
true servants of the people!

Finally, the BLRP continues the example set
by the original BPP by actively building alliances
and coalitions with other radical/revolutionary or-
ganizations. George Jackson stated that "unitary
conduct implies a 'search' for those elements in
our present situation which can become the basis
for joint action."(1) In keeping with this view and
the BPP vision of a United Front Against Fascism,
in 2012 the BRLP launched the Intercommunal
Solidarity Committee as a mechanism for build-
ing a United Front across ideological, religious,
national and ethnic/racial lines.

While I recognize that the white/euro-Amerik-
kkan nation in the U.$. is not an oppressed nation,
but in fact represents a “privileged” class that ben-
efits from the oppression and exploitation of the
urban lumpen class here in the United $tates and
Third World people, there exist a “dynamic sec-
tor” of radical, anti-racist, anti-imperialist white
allies willing to commit “class suicide” and aid
oppressed and exploited people in our national
liberation struggles. And on that note I say “Black
Power” and “All Power to the People.”

Note: George L. Jackson, 1971, Blood In My Eye.

Wiawimawo of MIM(Prisons) responds: For

Fighting the Patriarchy:
George Jackson and the BPP

by PTT of MIM(Prisons)
May 2016

A criticism often made of the Black Panther
Party (BPP) lies in errors it made around address-
ing the patriarchy. Most of these criticisms are at-
tempts at subreformism, which is the approach of
resolving conflict on an individual or interpersyn-
al level in an attempt to resolve social problems.
But the patriarchy is a system of oppression. It
manifests in interpersynal interactions, but can't
be stopped without addressing the system of op-
pression itself. Just by the very fact that the BPP
was organizing for national liberation under a
Maoist banner, it was making more advances to-
ward a world without gender oppression than all
of their pseudo-feminist critics combined.

George Jackson did have some bad gender line
in Soledad Brother: The Prison Letters of George
Jackson, which covers the years 1964-1970. To
wimmin searching for their place in an anti-imperi-
alist prison struggle, the most alienating examples
are where Jackson says wimmin should just "sit,
listen to us, and attempt to understand. It is for
them to obey and aid us, not to attempt to think."(p.
101) Later in the book after Jackson encounters
some revolutionary Black wimmin, ey can't help
but to sexualize their politics. Much like in our ev-
eryday society, Soledad Brother tells wimmin their
role in this struggle is to shut up or be sexualized.
These were not consciously worked out analyses of
gender but instead Jackson's subjective responses
to frustration and excitement.

A challenge to all revolutionaries is to take an
objective approach to our scientific analysis. This
is very difficult. To wimmin struggling within
the national liberation movements, looking at the
social and historical context of these remarks is
imperative to overcoming this alienation from sex-
ist brothers in struggle. Jackson was reared in the
United $tates in the 1940s and 50s, with time spent
in youth detention facilities. Ey entered the hyper-
masculine prison environment at the age of 20.
Jackson's social context was our fucked up patriar-
chal society, and is similar to many of our contribu-
tors whose scope of perspective is limited by the
conditions of their confinement. Where our sisters
need to not split over subreformism, our brothers
also need to work to overcome their empiricism
and subjectivism in how they approach uniting
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Revolutionary internationalist art by BPP Minister of
Culture Emory Douglas, 1969. Originally in The Black
Panther newspaper, later reworked into this poster.

with wimmin against imperialism and patriarchy.

It was after the publishing of Soledad Brother
that Jackson advanced to be a general and field
marshal of the People's Revolutionary Army of
the Black Panther Party. While Soledad Brother
gives more of a look into the prison experience, in
eir later work, Blood In My Eye (which was pub-
lished by the BPP posthumously), Jackson lays
out eir most advanced political analysis shortly
before ey was murdered by the state on 21 Au-
gust 1971. More than an author, Jackson was a
great organizer. Panther and life-long revolution-
ary Kiilu Nyasha is a testimony to his abilities,
indicating that subjectivity around gender did not
prevent him from organizing seriously with wim-
min.(1) Of course, Jackson’s biggest legacy was
organizing men in prison. Eir ability to organize
strikes with 100% participation in eir unit serves
as an counterexample to those in California to-
day who say we cannot unite across "racial" lines.
It's impressive all that Jackson accomplished in
developing eir politics and internationalism, and
organizing prisoners, considering all the barriers

this issue of Under Lock & Key we received letters
attempting to feature the BRLP (like this one) as
well as to critique them. For years, MIM(Prisons)
and the readers of ULK have been watching this
group with interest. We made a few attempts to
dialogue directly with them, but the most concert-
ed effort happened to coincide with the release of
an attack on us by Turning the Tide, a newsletter
that has done a lot to popularize the work of the
BRLP. No direct dialogue occurred. We thank this
BRLP comrade for the article above. The follow-
ing is a response not directly to the above, but to
the many statements that we have come across by

Continued on page 21 ...

Amerikkka put in the way.

Jackson was a good representative of the BPP's
mass base, and the BPP was correct in organizing
with Jackson and others with backward gender
lines. If the Party hadn't been dissolved by COIN-
TELPRO we can only guess at what advances
it could have made toward resolving gender op-
pression by now. One thing is certain, it would
have done a lot more to combat the patriarchy for
the majority of the world's inhabitants than First
World pseudo-feminism ever has or ever will. *

Note:
1. “Black August Commemoration: Part One”, Wom-

en's Magazine, 14 September 2009.



Under Lock & Key is the main organizing tool of United Struggle from Within
(USW). This page details some of the active campaigns that USW is involved
in. Those who want to push the revolutionary struggle forward from behind
bars should get involved with USW by working on these campaigns, or ini-
tiating your own.

END HOSTILITIES IN CALIFORNIA

September 9 is the annual Day of Peace and Solidarity for the United Front for
Peace in Prisons. Last year, in ULK 46, we printed summary reports from all over
California on the status of the Agreement to End Hostilities (AEH) after 3 years.
For 2016, we want to make sure we hear voices of California prisoners who are not
directly affected by the AEH. How are you organizing for September 9 and building
peace, unity, growth, internationalism, and independence in your area? How does
unity in your facility or unit relate to unity around the AEH? How does it differ? How
can we best serve the common interests of ALL prisoners in California?

FIGHT CENSORSHIP IN TEXAS

Chican@ Power and the Struggle for Aztlan, and the Jailhouse Lawyer’s Hand-
book have recently been banned across the whole state of Texas indefinitely. We
need a jailhouse lawyer in Texas to take on the policy that disapproved publica-
tions are banned forever. We also need a comrade in Texas to take on the ban of
Chican@ Power and the Struggle for Aztlan statewide. Write in if you can offer legal
support to these struggles. See page 2 for more on fighting censorship.

FUNDING NEEDED TO EXPAND ULK

This issue of ULK was funded 3.2% by subscriber donations. That's less than
half of our last issue! Our goal is to have the costs to print and mail ULK covered
at least 10% each issue. Every single stamp helps!

A donation is stamps or a money order that's not intended for some other resource
such as the Texas Activist Pack, political books, or the Strugglen Artists Association.
Any payment that comes to us without an explicit reason is considered a donation
to this goal. We are going to continue to track donations we receive, and in future
issues we will report on how much of the issue was funded by your donations.

BUILD A UNITED FRONT FOR PEACE IN PRISONS

Part of our struggle to shut down control units is to end prisoner-on-prisoner vio-
lence via the United Front for Peace in Prisons (UFPP). The UFPP sponsors an
annual Day of Peace and Solidarity on September 9, with 2016 our 5th annual
demonstration. See page 3 for more info on what the UFPP is about and how you
can get involved.

SPREAD UNDER LOCK & KEY

Our subscriber list grows in many ways: comrades passing ULK around in their
facility; sending us sign-up lists of new subscribers; getting ads in other prisoner
publications; and doing organizing work that attracts attention of the imprisoned
masses. A basic task you can do for USW is get people to subscribe to ULK. It is
free for U.$. prisoners!

A very effective method is to ask other prison publications to run free ads for Un-
der Lock & Key and MIM(Prisons)’s Free Political Books for Prisoners Program.
The ad could say something like “MIM(Prisons) is a revolutionary anti-imperialist
group fighting criminal injustice, and helping prisoners to organize and educate
themselves. Sends free political books and dictionaries, offers a free subscription
to their newspaper Under Lock & Key, and runs correspondence study courses.
Write to MIM(Prisons) for a free subscription.” Be sure to include our contact info
from page 1.

If you know someone who likes this newsletter, have em write to get eir own sub-
scription. People are moved all the time and it’s better to get in contact when our
address is available than to lose your one contact who got it.

MISSOURI PRISONERS DEMAND ACCESS TO COURTS

In Missouri, prisoners in administrative segregation are being denied legal material
unless they have an “active case.” Of course one needs to do research before an
active case can even begin, so this bureaucratic red tape is just another arbitrary
denial of access to courts, and a violation of the U.$. Constitution. Write in for the
petition, which can be easily adapted to any security level.

EXPAND STUDY GROUPS AND LITERACY
We are trying to expand our literacy support. Anyone who teaches literacy behind
bars should get in touch with us to help develop this program.

We also support prisoner-led study groups with literature and study packs. To start
a study group in your area, you can simply discuss this issue of ULK. Choose what
to study next based on what concepts interest you from your discussion. Send us
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periodic reports on what you've been studying, and we'll send you plenty of litera-
ture to delve into. We can also help get the reading materials through the mail to
your comrades if needed. As you study, you can compile study questions to create
a study pack for future groups who want to study the same material. MIM(Prisons)
runs Maoist study groups, but an in-persyn group may be better for those whose
mail from us is being censored, or to reach people who wouldn’t join our group.

TEXAS ACTIVISTS STAND UP!

The Texas Activist Pack compiles all our campaigns in Texas. The current active
campaigns include a protest against the limitation of 5 indigent letters per month;
combatting the deadly heat; the petition to ensure our grievances are addressed;
and info on the medical copay. TDCJ has removed the grievance manual from its
law libraries. All Texas prisoners should get this information, share it with others,
and write reports for ULK on their progress with the campaigns. If you can send in
a donation, that will help offset the cost to print and mail it out (about $2.50 each).

WE DEMAND OUR GRIEVANCES ARE ADDRESSED

If you are experiencing problems with your grievance process, such as delays, un-
answered grievances, or harassment, you should join this campaign. Petitions are
available for Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Kansas, Mon-
tana, Nevada, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Oregon, South Carolina, and Texas.
Write in to get the petition for your state. If your prison’s policies allow, give stamps
or envelopes to your comrades inside to mail out the petition. If you can’t make
your own copies, then tell us why and we can send you extras. Remember, you
need to send them out to the administrators and politicians yourself. MIM(Prisons)
doesn’t have the resources to mail out the petitions for you.

Spread This Campaign - If your state is not currently covered by the grievance
campaign, volunteer to rewrite the petition to work for your state. We recently
created a version that can be used country-wide, for people in county jails or who
can't otherwise rewrite the petition.

Update This Campaign - If you participated in this campaign in the past, send
us a report on what happened. Even if no one ever responded to your petitions,
that is useful information. Tell us how you used it to help organize others and build
group consciousness.

BECOME A ULK FIELD CORRESPONDENT

For the print version of ULK, we look for news and articles with theoretical and anti-
imperialist content. We also want to feature articles that show how people have
organized against these conditions, and not just document them. MIM(Prisons)
offers resources and opportunities to help you develop as a writer, including a Writ-
ing Guide and, for those who complete some of our study courses and become
regular contributors to ULK, a ULK Writing Group.

If you've written us a letter, then you have all the skills you need to become a ULK
Field Correspondent. When reporting on conditions, details are good, but keep it
short. Not only does someone have to type all these articles, but remember that it is
not your one report that's gonna make a difference; it is the accumulation of reporting
from across the country and the connections we make between those struggles. So
leave room for others to tell their stories, which strengthens your own.

Due to space restrictions, many of the reports we get don't make it into ULK.
Instead they are available on our website, which serves as an archive tracking the
behavior of prison staff over years. This is part of our scientific method, collecting
empirical data in the field. When you complain about some pig throwing your mail
in the trash and people don't listen because they think it was probably just an
accident, we have documentation of hundreds of “accidents” by the same staff,
proving that it was no accident at all. Your reports back up others’ reports.

Planned themes for upcoming issues:

51 - Lumpen class

52 - Wimmin'’s prisons - MIM(Prisons) is a prisoner support organization, but our
influence among wimmin in prisons is limited. We have deeper engagement from
trans-wimmin prisoners held in men’s prisons than with people held in wimmin’s
prisons. Where are the revolutionary wimmin at? How can we organize with them
toward communist revolution?

53 - Fascism - Fascism is imperialism on steroids. Bernie Sanders and Donald
Trump are both fanning the flames of fascism, to mobilize Amerikkkans for the
2016 elections. We already live in an imperialist economic system, how will we
know when we shift to fascism, or have we already shifted? What is the mass
base of fascism? What is the path to fascism and what is the antidote? What would
life be like under a fascist government? Is the criminal injustice system fascist
already? Write in for our fascism and study pack to help develop your article on
the topic.
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Oregon, Punished for Requesting Copy of Grievance Petition

by an Oregon prisoner
May 2016

I received a letter from you with a petition ad-
dressing complaints with these police retaliating
and conspiring to violate prisoner First Amend-
ment rights when exhausting administrative rem-
edies. Well, as soon as I got it I filled it out and
sent it in to get copies so I can send it to the Or-
egon Department Of Corrections (ODOC) Direc-
tor, Department of Justice, and Inspector General.
But today I received a confiscation form for the
petition and a write up for unauthorized organi-
zation for attempting to file a petition without
ODOC function unit manager approval. I had no
idea that if I file a petition addressing a complaint
that I could be written up for it without warning
but I ain't sweating it.

In fact, in order to prevent other comrades
from being a victim to this corrupt process I have
a couple suggestions. First, the back page of the
petition at the bottom the last word says “peti-
tion.” I believe that not only should that word
be replaced with “complaint” but that within
this petition it should have a section which states
that it is a complaint. Even though a complaint/
petition are similar and requests the same conclu-
sions, ODOC and maybe other DOC facilities are
playing the word game. Until this is addressed in
Federal court, Oregon prisoners, if not prisoners
in other states, will be subjected to unnecessary
obstacles in addressing their concerns through the
current petition format you have. So please re-
word it to be a “complaint” and disassociate it as
a petition and then resend it to me.

The misconduct report reads:

“446 Unauthorized Organization Il: An in-
mate commits Unauthorized Organization I if,
except as specified by Department of Corrections
rule on Group Activities (inmate) (OAR 291 145
(B) 446.02 Engages in a petition drive without
specific authorization from the Functional Unit
Manager

“291-107-0015 Procedures

“(1) Those inmates and/or community per-
sons who have not been able to resolve problems
through other available channels (i.e., the Om-
budsman, Department of Corrections staff, or
grievance procedure), may request approval to
circulate a petition. Petitions may be circulated
with the approval of the functional unit manager
as directed in this rule. Circulation of a petition
is a process through which inmates can show
support for community endeavors. Any inmate or
other person desiring to circulate a petition will
present the petition to the functional unit manag-
er adding any supporting information that would
Jjustify its approval. Permission to circulate peti-
tions within a Department of Corrections facility
will be approved if...”

MIM(Prisons) adds: The Oregon Department
of Corrections has a policy denying prisoners the
right to peacefully appeal denial of their rights. It
is ridiculous to expect that the prison administra-
tors would approve prisoners circulating a peti-
tion that is criticizing the DOC. What is interest-
ing is that this comrade didn't even try to circulate
the petition, ey merely tried to get copies made
for eir persynal use. Yet another example of the
injustice system at work and why we can't expect
any serious progress on questions of humyn rights
within the criminal injustice system that serves
imperialism. Let us know if you need a copy of
this petition rewritten as a complaint.*
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Medical Copay Extortion Adjusted

by a Texas prisoner
March 2016

I received the information on the study group/
cells which I go over several times a night, then
engage my neighbor here in Ad-Seg/SHU in good
conversation. At times others quit talking, and
conversation don't resume until directly after I
am forced to sit down after standing on cold hard
concrete a few hours. I have severe nerve damage
from diabetes as well as this cement box environ-
ment. But I do hit the door at least 4 times a day
to continue or expand the topics I read in past is-
sues of ULK I have, or the more recent materials
you have sent like "The Tyranny of Structureless-
ness" and "Commitment is the Key." I have got
two young men reading many of my past issues of
ULK that I have received from you and inherited
from others over the years.

Forming an actual study cell on this 14-man
section of the pod is hit and miss. The Security
Threat Group Office has a very broad but vague
description of who and what constitutes an STG
member/group. And this being a highly militarized
zone in central texa$ with Ft. Hood and an Air
Force base nearby; many who discharged or were
drummed out come to work here, with severe cases
of hate toward prisoners in general. A few target
anyone deemed anti-american or anti-capitalist.

Oh, an update on medical co-payment in
texa$ and University of Texas Medical Board
(UTMB) Healthcare. As of 1 February 2016 TDC
prisoners are not charged medical copay for the
dentist UNLESS it is for teeth cleaning. So texas
comrades let it be known on your facilities. This

Continued on page 18...

Statement from Ohio Study Group

by an Ohio prisoner
February 2016

The name of our study group is Royal Descen-
dant People Politically Intelligent Revolutionary
Units. We encourage Peace and try to be problem
solvers when it comes to New Afrikan on New
Afrikan violence. We encourage people to think
instead of just reacting. We get leaders to talk be-
fore violence starts.

We encourage Unity among different New
Afrikan organizations. We will work with other
organizations not New Afrikan for a common
kause like going against Pork Khops (correctional
officers) and their pig counterparts, the agents of
the oppressive and exploitative state security and
information gathering system. Our first duty is to
campaign which is to spread our ancestors' and
leaders' revolutionary kulture. We are democratic
socialist chanting down capitalism and imperial-
ism. When it's time to go against the real enemy
we will unite with those who share a common
enemy. We are working on bettering our com-
munication system. People write but we have a
hard time finding someone to print our zines and
books. That's why I am reaching out networking
to get support. Beside our education program we

have a military training program which consists
of eating right and exercise. We work mind and
body.

MIM(Prisons) responds: We are always happy
to hear from groups building unity and indepen-
dent institutions of the oppressed behind bars.
And this comrade demonstrates an important
aspect of these groups: study. This organization
seems to be well aligned with the United Front for
Peace in Prisons points of unity, peace, growth,
internationalism and independence. We look
forward to studying and building with this group
in the future. Others who have groups, even just
a few folks studying together, should get in touch
with MIM(Prisons) so we can provide materials
to support your studies. And get plugged in to the
United Front for Peace in Prison.(see p. 3)

MIM(Prisons) compiles and distributes study
materials through our Free Books for Prisoners
Program. We are open to printing pamphlets made

by our subscribers so long as they fit into a revolu- |

tionary Maoist agenda.

We facilitate Maoist and anti-imperialist pris-
oner organizing through United Struggle from
Within, and help writers develop their skills and
political line through our correspondence study

courses. Our advanced study group, the ULK
Writers Group, is where the vanguard of the Mao-
ist anti-imperialist prison movement gathers to
write articles, pamphlets, and even books. We'd
recommend working through these organizations
to ensure your work is the most effective at fight-
ing oppression.*
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Plan to Protest Wisconsin
Long Term Isolation

by MIM(Prisons)
April 2016

Wisconsin prisoners at Waupun Correctional
Institution are planning a hunger strike to begin
on 10 June 2016 to demand an end to the torture
of long-term confinement in control units in Wis-
consin.

In 2015, the Wisconsin Department of Cor-
rections (WI DOC) made some policy changes to
their use of long-term solitary confinement. Ac-
cording to the DOC, the number of prisoners in
"restrictive status housing" was reduced by about
200 by reducing the maximum time prisoners can
be put in control units (which varies depending
on the justification given for this isolation). The
WIDOC refused to release any information about
these changes until compelled by records requests,
and the total number of prisoners in control units
reported by the DOC is highly suspicious as it is
far lower than information gathered from surveys.
(1) In addition, Waupun prisoners were not noti-
fied of the change to this policy, and months later
were still being held for longer than the new regu-
lations allowed.(2) It's unclear if the new policy is
being applied uniformly across Wisconsin prisons
at this point, but small reductions in the length of
solitary confinement sentences will not solve the
fundamental problem of this system of torture.

The actual policies are available on the Wis-
consin DOC website and include a table listing
maximum time in "disciplinary separation" for
various offenses. This includes 180 days for "ly-
ing" and 360 days for "lying about an employ-
ee," 180 days for "disrespect" and 180 days for
"misuse of state or federal property." These are
all easily abused accusations that prisoners are
powerless to dispute. Furthermore, a Wisconsin
prisoner can be put in a control unit for up to 180
days for "punctuality and attendance" issues and
"loitering," and up to 90 days for "poor personal
hygiene," "dirty assigned living area," and "im-
proper storage."(3) The policy also states "More
than one minor or major disposition may be im-
posed for a single offense and both a major and
minor disposition may be imposed for a major
offense" which sounds like they can just pile on
lots of offenses and sum up the total max days in
isolation so that prisoners are held there for years.

The demands of this protest include the re-
lease of prisoners who have been in solitary con-
finement for over a year, a length of isolation far
exceeding what is commonly considered torture
by international human rights organizations.

As one prisoner reported to Under Lock & Key
a few years ago:

"I have reasons to believe that these people
have no plans of removing me off Administrative
Custody ... They have me in the worst conditions
in the Wisconsin DOC. ... It is fly infested. I have
black worms coming out of the sink. We can't
have publications.

"I have been in seg for over 13 years. and 1
haven't given these people any trouble in a long
time, and what I'm in seg for is solely political. I
am being punished for organizing for Black Unity
and against institutional racism. I simply created
organizations that advocated the advancement of
Black people and that fought against Black on
Black crime, poverty, ignorance, etc. It wasn't
created to terrorize white people, as the totalitar-
ian state would have you believe.

"As a result of being in seg I have developed
a long range of psychological issues, issues that
have left me scarred permanently. These issues
have caused some professionals to label me psy-
chotic and delusional among other things. I was
diagnosed with Delusional Disorder and am be-
ing treated for it."(4)

It is well documented that long-term isolation
causes mental health problems including halluci-
nations and delusions. This technique is used in
prisons like Guantanamo Bay to torture military
prisoners into making confessions (or making up
confessions for the many innocents who suffer
this torture). But in the Amerikan prison system
this torture primarily serves to slowly erode the
health of prisoners who are either confined to
waste away for the rest of their life, or released
back to the streets unable to care for themselves.

The petition put together by prisoners at Wau-
pun is printed in full below:

Dying to Live

Human rights fight at Waupun Correctional
Institution starting June 10, 2016. Prisoners in

Waupun's solitary confinement will start No Food
& Water humanitarian demand from Wisconsin
Department of Corrections officials.

The why: In the state of Wisconsin hundreds
of prisoners are in the long term solitary confine-
ment units a.k.a. Administrative Confinement
(AC). Some been in this status from 18 to 20
years.

The Problem: The United Nations, several
states, and even President Obama have come out
against this kind of confinement citing the tortur-
ous effect it has on prisoners.

The Objective: Stop the torturous use of long-
term solitary confinement (AC) by:

1. Placing a legislative cap on the use of long term
solitary confinement (AC)

2. DOC and Wisconsin legislators adoption/com-
pliance of the UN Mandela rules on the use of
solitary confinement(5)

3.Oversight board/committee independent of
DOC to stop abuse and overclassification of
prisoners to "short" and “long” term solitary
confinement.

4. Immediate transition and release to a less re-
strictive housing of prisoners who been on the
long term solitary confinement units for more
than a year in the Wisconsin DOC

5. Proper mental health facilities and treatment of
"short" and "long" term solitary confinement
prisoners

Continued on next page...

Update on Ohio Campaign
for Medical Attention

by an Ohio prisoner
April 2016

I write to deliver an update as promised con-
cerning the recent hunger strike which took place
23 March 2016. Currently as of today the final
two hunger strikers are relieved of their duties
with a victory in hand!! As I was told, "it was a
rough fight," and "a long long 16 days!" Not all,
but the majority claimed victory along the fight. A
lot fell off before the battle began. But a victory
for one is a victory for all! We will continue to
stay unified and fight each unjust act with every
and all remedies we can muster up.

As far as my knowledge, Dr. Fiscal, who was
working for the administration and refusing to
send anyone out to receive outside medical treat-
ment, was walked off and fired. A hunger striker
demand! Religious accommodations are now be-
ing reviewed. But the food is still short. The dis-
crimination has slowed down but I'm sure it will
be back once the heat dies down.

In the beginning I would conduct a phone call
to each brother's families (the ones provided) and
provide them with all the phone #s they would
need to call and apply pressure, including the
Deputy Warden, Warden, Ohip Department of
Rehabilitation and Correction (ODRC) Director,
Ohio State Patrol, and any news station willing

to listen and investigate. The prison would lie to
the family and Ohio State Patrol until we started
recording all conversations. Then things changed!
For the most part everybody was persistent and in
the end it all paid off. Thank you for your support.

MIM(Prisons) responds: We are not as optimis-
tic as this comrade that this struggle has ended
in a victory. It's unclear from this report, but we
hope that the strikers who were seeking medical
attention received more than just a firing of the fa-
cility's doctor. Adequate medical care would cer-
tainly be a victory. But the other loose demands
of religious accommodations, adequate food, and
national oppression (discrimination of "minority
groups") are far from resolved. The oppressors
have been showing us for centuries that expecting
them to act in good faith is a losing strategy. There
are no rights, only power struggles, and unless the
oppressed are making clear demands and enforc-
ing their rights, we expect no improvements.

On the up side, this is a good exercise in how
to conduct a campaign. It was advantageous to
designate a point-persyn to keep the public in-
formed of the progress of the strike. It sounds like
the unity of the participants in the strike remains
intact, and they can draw on this unity for future
campaigns. So there were certainly victories in
this battle, but more related to prisoners organiz-
ing, and getting their outside supporters involved,
rather than getting the administration to concede
to the demands of the captives.*
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...lWisconsin

6. An immediate FBI investigation to the secret
Asklepieion* program the DOC is currently
operating at Columbia Correctional Institution
(CCI to break any prisoner who the DOC con-
siders a threat to their regimen

... Continued from previous page

How you can help

1. Call Governor Scott Walker's office and tell
him to reform the long-term solitary confine-
ment units in the Wisconsin DOC and to stop
the secret Asklepieion program at once. The
number to call is 608-266-1212.

2. Call the DOC central office and demand that all
6 humanitarian demands for this hunger strike
be met and demand an explanation as to why
they are operating a torture program. The num-
ber to call is 608-240-5000.

3. Call the media and demand that they do an inde-
pendent investigation on the secret Asklepieion
program operating at Columbia Correctional
Institution, and cover this hunger strike.

4. Call the FBI building in Milwaukee, Wiscon-
sin and demand that they investigate the secret
Asklepieion torture program being run at CCI.
The phone number to call is 414-276-4684.

5. Call Columbia Correctional Institution and tell
them you are aware of their secret torture pro-
gram. Harass them! 608-742-9100

6. Join in on the hunger strike and post it on the
net. Convince others to join as well.

* Asklepieion is a secret DOC torture program
based upon Dr. Edgar H. Schein's brainwashing

methodology that in the 1960s was disguised
and turned into a Behavior Therapy Treatment
program that deals with the literal brainwash-
ing and enslavement of an individual's mind. It
retrogresses the individual to the character role
of a child and reinforces the need for paternal
authority. To achieve such effect the prison au-
thorities, with the help of collaborating inmates,
must first break the individual's mind through
sleep deprivation and character invalidation tech-
niques, and then, recondition it with Stockholm
Syndrom. To see more go to https://iwoc.noblogs.
org/post/2016/02/16/personal-experience-with-
behavior-control-in-a-wisconsin-prison/*

Notes:
1. The The Wisconsin Center for Investigative Journal-
ism reports that 1,500 inmates are held in segregation,
while MIM(Prisons)’s own survey counts 1,800. These
numbers are much higher than what the WI DOC is re-
porting even before the supposed reduction in 2015.
2. Wisconsin Center for Investigative Journalism,
“Maximum stints in solitary cut, but Waupun inmates
left in dark”, January 17, 2016.
3. Wisconsin Legislative website, DOC code 303.
4. A Wisconsin Prisoner, October 2012, “Torture in
Control Units for Black Organizers”, prisoncensorship.
info.
5. see "Rule 43
1. In no circumstances may restrictions or disciplinary
sanctions amount to torture or other cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment or punishment. The following
practices, in particular, shall be prohibited:
a. Indefinite solitary confinement;
b. Prolonged solitary confinement;
c¢. Placement of a prisoner in a dark or constantly
lit cell;
d. Corporal punishment or the reduction of a pris-
oner’s diet or drinking water;
e. Collective punishment"
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and "Rule 45

1. Solitary confinement shall be used only in exception-
al cases as a last resort, for as short a time as possible
and subject to independent review, and only pursuant
to the authorization by a competent authority. It shall
not be imposed by virtue of a prisoner’s sentence.

2. The imposition of solitary confinement should be
prohibited in the case of prisoners with mental or
physical disabilities when their conditions would be
exacerbated by such measures. The prohibition of the
use of solitary confinement and similar measures in
cases involving women and children, as referred to in
other United Nations standards and norms in crime
prevention and criminal justice, 28 continues to apply."
United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Treat-
ment of Prisoners (the Mandela Rules), 21 May 2015.

Under Lock & Key not enough
political education for you?

If one ULK every 2 months isn't enough political
study for you, you can join a Maoist study cell
through MIM(Prisons). We facilitate introductory and
advanced study groups through the mail. And we
support prisoner-led study groups with free books,
magazines, and other study materials.

The introductory study course costs $5 and you can
trade work for study if you can't pay. We start with ar-
ticles written by MIM(Prisons) on the topic of prison eco-
nomics, which is one of the most misunderstood topics
in our movement. Next we study a booklet on the basics
of our political line tittled Fundamental Political Line of
MIM(Prisons). The last essay we study in this introduc-
tory study group is Mao’s essay “On Contradiction,”
which explains the philosophy of dialectical materialism
(how we study history). Write in today to sign up for the
next group. (Tell us first if you need to pay with a check.)

Commemorating Mary Crow Dog, AIM and the BPP

by Cuauht'emoc of Brown Berets - Prison
Chapter, Colorado
March 2016

This month the Brown Berets - Prison Chap-
ter (BB-PC) honors Mary Crow Dog, born Mary
Blue Bird. She was a resident of a town called
Saint Francis on the reservation of Rosebud dur-
ing 1973 at the siege of Wounded Knee.

In 1971 Mary joined the American Indian
Movement (AIM). During the siege at Wounded
Knee Mary was tasked with organizing the wom-
en to do the cooking, cleaning and communica-
tions. She organized food running and getting in
and out of Wounded Knee to get much-needed
supplies. The siege lasted 73 days, with the Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms (ATF)
and Federal Bureau of Investigaion (FBI) using
armored personnel carriers and Huey helicopters.
Mary helped keep morale up among everyone at
the camp. Her bravery and courage is why my
family in Pine Ridge and Rosebud have the free-
doms we do today.(1)

MIM(Prisons) responds: The BB-PC sent us
these words on Mary Crow Dog, along with some
notes on the documentary on the Black Panthers
that we reviewed in ULK 49. We thought it ap-
propriate to print something on the AIM in this is-
sue, as they are very relevant to understanding the
conditions in the United $tates during the time of
the Black Panther Party. While the BPP can brag

of having most of the FBI actions of the time
targeting them, this is probably due mostly to
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the size of the New Afrikan nation and their

IHE BLACK PANTHER PARTY

mass base, compared to the First Nations who
have been decimated by genocide. And while
Panthers engaged in long shoot outs with po-
lice, nothing compared to the U.S. Army in-
vasion of Wounded Knee:

"In the first instance since the Civil War
that the U.S. Army had been dispatched in
a domestic operation, the Pentagon invaded
Wounded Knee with 17 armored personnel
carriers, 130,000 rounds of M-16 ammuni-
tion, 41,000 rounds of M-1 ammunition,
24,000 flares, 12 M-79 grenade launchers,
600 cases of C-S gas, 100 rounds of M-40
explosives, helicopters, Phantom jets, and
personnel..."(2)

Churchill and Vander Wall document the
details of the intensive war the FBI led against |-
AIM. They write about the pursuit of AIM |
founder Dennis Banks as having "garnered
the dubious distinction of becoming the most
sustained attempt at a federal prosecution in
the history of American jurisprudence."(3)
While on the run from the state in 1976, Banks
is reported to have been hidden by Chicane |
leader Corky Gonzalez, and members of the |-
Crusade for Justice working with local AIM |
members. Later that year, Corky Gonzalez
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Continued on next page...

Cover of The Black Panther Vol. 3 No. 5, May 1969
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Chican@ Power Book
Tainted by AEH Statement

by a California prisoner
May 2016

I received my copy of the book that you sent
entitled Chican@ Power and the Struggle for Azt-
ldn. 1 found it quite interesting because of its his-
torical reflections, but it also produced a storm of
negative thoughts to disrupt my normal tranquil-
ity and this is why. In regards to inclusion of the
Agreement to End Hostilities in the Chican@ Pow-
er book, for the most part those individuals who
reside on a Special Needs Yard (SNY) are not the
enemy, but merely opponents with opposite points
of view and I believe that to disrespect us merely
because we refuse to conform to the ideology of
those who believe themselves to be demigods is to
go against the five principles of the United Front
for Peace in Prisons. Because not everybody on an
SNY are snitches who work for the pigs. Contrary
to the propaganda that is preached not everyone
has gone through the debriefing process. To be real
it's only about 10% who actually had to debrief be-
cause they were validated.

I don't understand why you would choose to
destroy such an educational book with the propa-
ganda that has been professed to be against "the
establishment", but has utilized the worn out but
effective tactic of divide and conquer for all these
years. If they have learned anything from the
treatment that they've been subjected to, for all
those years, I would think that they would have
learned that when you've got your hands full, that
the only way that you will be able to grab on to
anything new, is to let go of the past.

Ehecatl responds: Struggle to Unite! All unity
with no struggle is the hallmark of opportunism
which leads even those claiming to fight for the
oppressed to take up the mantle of oppression as
they continuously gloss over contradictions with-

in the broader movement for democratic rights.
This is why we must not only unite in order to
struggle, but struggle to unite, as only then will
the struggle for democratic rights behind prison
walls develop to the point that the old prison
movement fades away and enters a new stage
in its development. This will be the stage in the
prison movement in which the prisoner masses fi-
nally realize that their oppression is unresolvable
under the current system. This will be the stage
of the prison movement in which prisoners will
give up their illusions of the current system. This
will be the revolutionary stage in which millions
of prisoners will demand national liberation for
the nations oppressed under imperialism.

As dialectical materialists, Maoists are aware
that all phenomena develop within the process of
stages. The prison movement is no exception. The
prison movement is currently in its early, embry-
onic stage and not yet pregnant with revolution.
The Agreement to End Hostilities (AEH) and the
Pelican Bay Short Corridor Collective (PBSCC)
are still a long way from advocating for the revo-
lutionary nationalist stage of the prison movement.
More importantly neither the objective conditions
nor the subjective forces of the revolution have
been sufficiently prepared for the prison movement
to have entered this stage. This is not so much a
judgment of the PBSCC as it is a statement of facts.
However, as stated earlier, unity without struggle is
the hallmark of opportunism and while we support
the AEH, because we recognize and uphold the
progressive nature of that document in our present
stage, this should in no way mean that we won't
criticize where it fails to represent the true inter-
est of the prisoner masses. Before going into this
topic further however, some background on the
Chican@ Power book is needed in order to clarify
any misconceptions people have have about who
was behind the book project.

To be clear, Chican@ Power and the Struggle
for Aztldn was a collaborative effort between
revolutionary nationalists from the Chican@ na-

tion and MIM(Prisons). It was written primarily
for the imprisoned Chican@ masses in an attempt
to not only educate Chican@s on our hystory, but
our reality. It was an attempt to produce a com-
prehensive but concise work that fuses Chican@
liberation with Maoist ideology. The authors of
the AEH did not take part in the production of this
book. In addition, both Chican@ Power and the
Struggle for Aztldn and the AEH were mutually
exclusive projects carried out by two mutually
exclusive groups around roughly the same period.
This point is extremely important to grasp be-
cause of the scope and significance of these proj-
ects, as well as their correlation, because it speaks
to the leaps in consciousness amongst both these
groups. This goes to show that the revolutionary
current has once again begun to surge in both the
lumpen class in general and the Chican@ lumpen
in particular. Both the AEH and Chican@ Power
represent positive steps in the right direction.

So, while we most certainly believe that there
is much room for improvement in the AEH and
have said so since day one, we also believe in
such a thing as United Front organizing. United
Front organizing involves the unification of vari-
ous groups, organizations and individuals around
a common program capable of bringing together
as many progressive forces in order to defeat the
common, stronger enemy. The result is an alliance
which, while not always easy or without difficul-
ties, gets the job done. Therefore, what is required
during this particular stage of struggle is strate-
gic and not ideological unity. To make ideologi-
cal unity a pre-requisite for U.F. organizing will
undoubtedly amount to defeat after defeat for the
prison movement because not everyone is at the

Continued on next page...

was falsely accused by the FBI of possessing "a
rocket launcher, rockets, M-16 automatic rifles,
and hand grenades," intended to use in combina-
tion with AIM and others to kill police.(4) Such
rumors were part of the FBI's public relations war
against liberation movements, attempting to dis-
tract from the fact that the U.$. government is the
real perpetrator of violence.

...Continued from previous page

The American Indian Movement was formed
in 1968, in a rising movement for national lib-
eration among First Nations that paralleled that
in New Afrika. Forming two years after the Black
Panther Party, like many, they were inspired by
and modeled themselves after the BPP, though not
taking up the explicit Maoism of the BPP or the
Young Lords Party. Like the Panthers, AIM saw
chapters pop up across the country soon after its
founding. And like the Panthers, AIM promoted
armed self-defense of its people and territory.

It is worth noting the different conditions

faced by First Nations compared to other internal
semi-colonies. The threat of annihilation, and the
clear recognition of territory rights, lead to a more
advanced national consciousness and more ad-
vanced conditions for national struggle. While we
take lessons from the BPP’s ultra-left tendency to
pick up the gun too soon, the conditions of the
time - from the First Nation reservations in the
United $tates to Vietnam to China — makes their
decision much more understandable than it would
be today. Even today, we recognize the objec-
tive conditions among First Nations overall to be
more advanced and armed struggle to be a correct
path for them before it would be in other parts of
the United $tates. *

Notes:

1. Mary Crow Dog, 1991, Lakota Woman. recommend-
ed by BB-PC, Colorado.

2. Ward Churchill and Jim Vander Wall, 1990, Agents
of Repression: The FBI's Secret Wars Against the Black
Panther Party and the American Indian Movement,
South End Press:Boston, p. 144.

3. Churchill, p. 343.

4. Churchill, p. 281.

~Continued from page 1, Cultural Revolution

imperialism and Soviet revisionism, the two most
ferocious enemies of the revolutionary people of
the world..." In April 1969 the newspaper said,
"China stands as a beacon to all revolutionaries
around the world: the guiding light showing the
path to freedom to all of our brothers in Africa
and Asia." Fifty years later, the GPCR still serves
as that beacon of what is possible when the mass-
es of an oppressed country are unleashed to guide
their destiny and self-determination.

It is no coincidence that the Black Panther Par-
ty emerged the same year as the beginning of the
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution in China.
1966-1969 was a high tide of revolutionary fervor
across the globe. It may take that kind of tide to
raise the revolutionary spirit in the United $tates
again. MIM(Prisons) believes that New Afrikans
will once again play an important role the next
time it does, and that it is the duty of communists
today to prepare for that time by continuing the
fight against revisionism, and developing the
most correct line among communist cadre in the
internal semi-colonies.*

Notes:

1. South China Post, 7 May 2016.

2. Indian Magazine Denounces Revisionism, The Black
Panther, 4 January 1969, p.8.

3. Washington/Moscow Collaboration Intensified, The
Black Panther, 3 March 1969, p.8.
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same place politically, or of the same mind. Some
people participating in the AEH are New Afrikan
revolutionaries, some are for Aztlan liberation,
while more are still stuck in old gang mentality;
Nortefio, Surefio, Blood, Crip. Some are even
SNY! And while there are many things that these
groups don't have in common there is still one
thing that binds them together — their common
oppression at the hands of a common enemy.

... Continued from previous page

More to the point, our decision to take part in
this United Front comes from the Maoist concep-
tion of the principal contradiction. The principal
contradiction is the highest, most influential con-
tradiction whose existence and development de-
termines the existence and development of other
contradictions. Therefore, it is imperative that all
California lumpen organizations and individuals
unite and uphold the correct aspects of the AEH,
all the while building newer, stronger and more
correct foundations based upon the revolutionary
aspects of the AEH while rejecting its reactionary
aspects. Doing this will ensure that the progres-
sive nature of the document will continue to push
the movement forward, lest it retrogress, stagnate
and die.

The growing phenomenon of Sensitive Needs
Yards in California prisons is itself a manifesta-
tion of the principal contradiction within the
prison movement; and the principal contradiction
is itself dialectically related to the dismantling of
the old prison movement and the temporary demise
of national liberation struggles within U.$. borders.
Many have forgotten that it was the revolutionary
impetus of groups like the Black Panther Party,

the Brown Berets and many others that originally
sparked the revolutionary fire within California
prisons nearly 50 years ago. And just as the cre-
ation of the SNY was dialectically related to the
contradictions within the old prison movement,
so should the contradictions that led to the need
for SNYs be resolved with the success of the new
prison movement. If the new prison movement is
to live up to its full potential it is essential that the
prison masses learn from the mistakes of the past.
This requires that the revolutionary masses behind
prison walls begin organizing in opposition to the
status quo, as only then will the prison movement
truly become a movement of the masses and not
one of individuals. This requires that the revolu-
tionary masses begin taking the initiative in revo-
lutionary organizing and that the leadership spon-
sor and provide safe avenues for the prison masses
to organize. If the PBSCC is sincere in its fervor
then the masses will see this and work hard for the
struggle. Likewise, if the PBSCC and other prison
leaders are not sincere in their fervor, then the pris-
on masses will also see this.(1)

The present principal contradiction within the
prison movement was identified by United Struggle
from Within (USW) and MIM(Prisons) comrades
as the parasitic/individualist versus self-sufficient/
collective material interests of prisoners. Within
this contradiction it is the parasitic/individualist
aspect that is currently dominant, although the self-
sufficient/collective material interest aspect, while
currently subordinated, has been steadily gaining
prominence. How this contradiction will turn out
is wholly dependent on how the prison movement
continues to develop. Will it continue to move for-
ward or will it retrogress?
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It is true that the AEH does not conform to the
United Front for Peace in Prisons. Furthermore,
if one reads this document carefully ey will note
that the first point clearly states that they are only
interested in bringing about substantive meaning-
ful changes to the CDCR system in a manner ben-
eficial to all "solid" individuals, who have never
been "broken" by "CDCR's torture tactics intended
to coerce one to become a state informant via de-
briefing..." Indeed, if the PBSCC is being honest
then they should acknowledge that it is the power-
ful lumpen chiefs who bear the brunt of the respon-
sibility in pushing prisoners into becoming state
informants in the first place, and not CDCR. [We
can look to examples like the siege of Wounded
Knee when the FBI and military terrorized and
interrogated the whole Oglala Sioux population
and no one gave up information to the pigs. -
MIM(Prisons)] Admittedly enough, the principal
writers who have been contributing to Under Lock
& Key since this document came out should be
blamed for not practicing one divides into two poli-
tics (myself included). If the writers regularly fea-
tured in Under Lock & Key and the MIM(Prison)
website are supposed to be representing the pro-
letarian pole then it's time we begin pushing the
leaders of the PBSCC and their supporters in a
more revolutionary direction. If the PBSCC is seri-
ous about lessening oppression behind prison walls
then they should recognize that they will need the
help of SNY prisoners who make up over 30% of
the CDCR prison population.(2)*

Notes:

1. Wiawimawo, September 2015, "Torture Continues:
CDCR Settlement Screws Prisoners", ULK 46.

2. An Update to the Future of California Corrections,
January 2016, www.dof.ca.govidocuments/2016_Cor-
Gen_Report.pdf

Unity Growing at Folsom

by a California prisoner
April 2016

Today we had a tournament of handball here
in Folsom Prison C-Yard. It was a tournament
where my homies from the south and the fellas
from the north played with each other. We opened
our courts for them to come and just have some
fun and express solidarity and unity not only to
our people but to the other factions of people and
tribes. It was a beautiful thing to see, for we had
all the Raza from Aztlan and other comrades in the
courts of handball. Two months ago we had a few
baseball games where north and south Raza had a
go and for a minute we thought that would prob-
ably be it. But no. Efforts are being made from
both ends and others as well, to keep the peace
amongst the lumpen organizations (LOs). We un-
derstand it's a small token here, but a big step for
emancipation for sure. It's been a good year so far.
We are constantly working to unify the lumpen, I
myself struggle to spread the view of one united
Aztlan. It's a slow but steady process.

I received the book, Chican@ Power and the
Struggle for Aztldn. It helps me out, not only to
understand more, but also to teach others. And
now I can provide more info when we teach each
other. *

Fighting the Real Enemy, September 9 Solidarity Demonstration

by Soso of MIM(Prisons)
April 2016

September 9, 2016 will be the fifth annual Day
of Peace and Solidarity demonstration in prisons
across the United $tates. This is an opportunity
for prisoners to commemorate the anniversary of
the Attica uprising and draw attention to abuse of
prisoners across the country through a 24-hour
day of education and building peace, where some
units will exercise a work stoppage and fast. The
annual demonstration was initiated in 2012 by an
organization in the United Front for Peace in Pris-
ons (UFPP), and has been taken up as an annual
UFPP event, with people participating all across
the country.

This demonstration aligns with the UFPP prin-
ciple to build unity among prisoners who have a
common interest in fighting the oppression of the
criminal injustice system. Prisoners are taking the
24 hours to engage in solidarity building and edu-
cation, ceasing all prisoner-on-prisoner hostili-
ties. This is a small, but meaningful step in build-
ing a United Front among prisoner organizations
and individuals committed to the anti-imperialist
movement. It is an opportunity to come together,
publicize the UFPP and assess our progress. To
stand in a united front, we do not need to agree

on every political issue, but we must come to-
gether united around core principles to build and
stand as one. The unity building starts well before
September 9 for those who are engaging others to
participate in the action. It is a long slow process
of education and organizing to build the anti-im-
perialist movement.

We recently learned about another call to ac-
tion for 9 September 2016, a "Call to Action
Against Slavery in America".(1) The people
who issued this call wrote: "On September 9th
of 2016, we will begin an action to shut down
prisons all across this country. We will not only
demand the end to prison slavery, we will end it
ourselves by ceasing to be slaves." This call for a
country-wide work stoppage in prisons coincides
with the UFPP solidarity demonstration and so we
take this opportunity to comment on the similari-
ties and differences.

First we want to say that we are always happy
to see people taking up organizing and trying to
build unity behind bars. There are some very good
points taken in this call to action, particularly in
the recognition of the growing protests in pris-
ons across the country and the importance of this

Continued on next page...
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resistance. With our focus on building a United
Front among prisoners we would hope to work
with these folks to broaden our movement. We
are not sure if the organizers were unaware of the
work the UFPP has been doing on a September 9
protest for five years, or if they purposely decided
to initiate a separate action due to disagree-
ments with the UFPP. Our attempts to reach out
to organizers have so far been unanswered.

Tactically, we are both promoting a com-

tire structure of courts and police, of control and
slave-catching must shift to accommodate us as
humans, rather than slaves." This statement is not
true, and it ignores the economic reality of pris-
ons which receive over $60 billion a year in state
and federal funds to cover operating costs. Why
would the government run a money losing busi-
ness? Certainly not for economic gain!

memoration of the Attica uprising, and a work
strike might be included in some prisoners’ plans
to for the Day of Peace and Solidarity. While a
one-day strike is more symbolic than anything,
we do see power in the ability of prisoners to
"shut down" facilities by not doing the work to

keep them running for a potentially longer pe-
riod. However, the organizers behind this more
recent call are taking the work strike to the level
of a line question, which we have strong dis-
agreements with. They focus on a work strike
because they are focused on abolishing what
they see as "slavery" in U.$. prisons. However,
for Marxists, slavery is a specific economic sys-
tem that involves the ownership of people in or-
der to exploit their labor. Slaves have exchange

value, just like other objects that are bought and
sold. This exchange value for people is the basis

of a horrible system that involves the capture
and purchase of humyns. People confuse prison
labor with slavery because there are some sig-

nificant similarities: prison labor does involve
workers receiving very little or no pay, and like
slaves prisoners are given housing, food and
other basic necessities while held in captivity.
But we can see clearly that there is no exchange
value to prisoners because states must pay other
states to take their prisoners. This is the opposite
of slavery where people pay to buy slaves.

Further, in order to call prisoner labor slavery
there must be exploitation. We can see that this
exploitation (prisons actually profiting from pris-
oner labor) only exists for a tiny portion of U.$.
prisoners.(2) States like Texas and Louisiana do
have significant productive industries reminiscent
of the slave days. But for most, this is not the real-
ity. Prisons require huge infusions of federal and
state funds in order to operate. If they were mak-
ing a profit off of prisoners' labor this drain on
public funds would not be required. Instead pris-
oner labor is only offsetting a small portion of the
operating cost.

Some people tell us this is just semantics, ar-
guing about the definition of a term rather than
talking about the very real problem of prisons
torturing humyn beings while allowing the real
criminals to run the government and capital-
ist corporations. But this recent call for protest
against prison slavery underscores why these
definitions are so important. The organizers of
the protest against slavery wrote: "When we abol-
ish slavery, they'll lose much of their incentive to
lock up our children, they’ll stop building traps to
pull back those who they’ve released. When we
remove the economic motive and grease of our
forced labor from the US prison system, the en-

|

The economic motive of slavery is not the
driving force behind prisons. And even if we don't
call it slavery, economics are not the reason we
have prisons. While it is true that lots of people
get very high salaries, and many companies make
buckets of money by serving the prison system,
this is just a redistribution of profits taken from
exploitation of Third World workers. That's why
it has to come from the government allocated to
the prisons. And that $60 billion could be fun-
neled into any other project that provides jobs for
the Amerikan labor aristocracy just as easily and
all those guards and other prison workers would
be just as happy. Prisons are a convenient way to
redistribute imperialist superprofits to the labor
aristocracy within U.$. borders, but they are defi-
nitely not the best option if economics were the
sole consideration.

It is critical that activists and revolutionaries
understand that Amerika has built an enormous
criminal injustice system as a tool of social con-
trol. Prisons are used to lock up oppressed nations
and activists. The history of prisons in this country
clearly demonstrates this. We saw a huge rise in
incarceration starting in 1974 after the revolution-
ary movements of that time were targeted by the
government. Until that time there was a relatively
low and stable rate of imprisonment in this coun-
try. Then the lockup rate of First Nations, New
Afrikans and Chican@s rose to vastly dispropor-
tionate numbers relative to whites starting in the
1970s. These historical events and economic facts
make it clear that Amerikkkan prisons are used
for social control, not for profits.

The organizers of the anti-slavery protest
are misleading people into believing that shut-
ting down prison work will shut down prisons. It
will cause difficulties, and is a very valid tactic
for exerting power as a group. But prisoner labor
itself is not the principal contradiction in prison.
We guarantee that if we were to reach the unity to
wage an extended work strike across U.$. prisons,
that Amerika would figure out how to keep the
oppressed locked up.

We call this a failure to recognize the principal
contradiction. In this case we are talking about
the thing that will best push forward the prison-
ers’ fight against oppression. Fighting against
something that doesn't exist (slavery) is certainly
not the best way forward. But even if we don't call
it slavery, fighting against prisoner labor as if the
end to prisoner work will put an end to prisons
is also incorrect, and will lead to a dead end. We
see the need for unity among prisoner groups and
individuals as critical to building a solid anti-im-
perialist prison movement. We think this address-
es the real principal contradiction that the prison

| movement faces between the collective interests

of the imprisoned lumpen and the individualist
tendencies currently dominant among that class.
This is why we organize on September 9 to build
a Day of Peace and Solidarity. Get involved!
Write to us for the September 9 Organizing
Pack and get started building in your prison.*

Notes:

1. Read the call for protest against slavery here: https://
iwoc.noblogs.org/post/2016/04/01/announcement-of-
nationally-coordinated-prisoner-workstoppage-for-
sept-9-2016/

2. MIM(Prisons), April 2009, “MIM(Prisons) on U.$.
Prison Economy”, ULK 8.
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came directly out of the mouth of UTMB Dentist
of the Year for 2016 quoting the director of texas
healthcare in TDC and the director of TDC
dentistry.

...Continued from page 13

As of April 2016, I am currently battling a
new TDC move on medical copay. If you do win
your initial grievance Step 1 or Step 2, they now
go back on your records previous 24 months and
look for things to charge for that were overlooked
the first time. I have a grievance filed specifically
countering that. When I hear a response I will in-
form all my comrades at MIM(Prisons).

MIM(Prisons) responds: We appreciate this com-
rade updating us on the medical copay campaign,
and we are not surprised that TDCJ is going back
thru medical records to see what they can charge
for. It's just another example of the eternal dead end
of reformism. As revolutionaries, we work on re-
forms presently so we can lay the groundwork for
our more broad political organizing. We recognize
the need for a complete change in the system that
capitalizes off of humyn suffering, and we are al-
ways striving toward this goal.

Subscribers should keep sending us updates
on the several campaigns we are supporting all
across the United $nakes.*
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Black Panther or Aryan Soldier
by USW461 of United Struggle from Within
September 2010

With extreme sadness I compose this essay
in hopes to shed light on a prison-related issue,
of national oppression and prison organizations.
The Black Panther Party (BPP), and similar orga-
nizations, are not entirely made up of Blacks. Far
from it. This is because the BPP’s whole creed
and politics center around non-racism and equal-
ity. Whereas you must be 100% white to become
an aryan soldier (AS). And an AS's whole creed
revolves around that fact. Literally the 14/88 of
the aryans stands for "we must secure the exis-
tence of our people and a future for white chil-
dren."(14 words) and the 88 precepts are set at
that exact number because the eighth letter in the
alphabet is "H" and "HH" stands for Heil Hitler!
And I'm sure readers are familiar with the Nazis.

Aryans believe in and support such myths as
Valhalla (palace in which the souls of slain heroes
feasted for eternity) and Valkyries (maidens who
selected heroes destined to be slain in the battle
and escorted them to Valhalla) geared from an-
cient norse mythology. Whereas Panthers believe
in and support science and a thing called “materi-
alist dialectics” which basically states contradic-
tion exists in everything (everything that's not a
fairy tale or myth) and in order to embrace real-
ity, or change it if you wish, one must understand
these contradictions inherent in things.

If we were to look at the reason why an aryan
has time for nursery rhymes and fictional deities
we'd see it's because the white imperialist elite
system these aryans live in already supports such
idealist metaphysical ideals. And in truth, a per-
son who doesn't oppose a system thereby supports
that system, as silence is taken as acceptance of
that system.

And why not? The 14 million children who
starve to death annually and the over 500,000
Traqi children who've died because of U.$. sanc-
tions aren't white children. If one of our white
baby Jessicas slips down a hole we aryan na-
tion amerikkkans pull out all the stops. And I say
aryan nation because history has shown the U.$.
leaves these aryan gangs and organizations alone.
At least compared to what the U.$. government
did to the Black Panthers. Has anyone ever heard
of a COINTELPRO (counter intelligence FBI
program) roundup of aryans? Inside of Amerika?
Just look at how long it took the U.$. to step in
and oppose the nazis.

So why isn't an aryan soldier deemed a threat
but a Panther is? Is it because the Panthers actu-
ally voice dissent at a system that allows millions
of children to starve to death? At a system that
wars for profit and imprisons for the simple fact
you are not white, or rich enough to dodge the
bullet? Because the Panthers use statistics and
percentages:

U.$. Black incarceration rate per 100,000: 1,947
U.$. white incarceration rate per 100,000: 306(1)
Iraqi children killed because of U.$. sanctions

(1996): 500,000 (2)

Not folklore and myth to attempt to grasp real-
ity, they're "dangerous" and deemed a threat to the
white elitists who run the amerikan military, and
prison industries.

A Panther seeks an end to all wars. What is
the aryan soldier take on the issue of war? They
don't have one. Unless it's the willingness to join
the U.$. military and fight for "their" country. A
Panther will not join the military out of moral and
ethical beliefs.

And then we come to "choice of words" or
"manners" that these two groups have adopted
over time because their environments have forced
such polarities. A person in the aryan soldier
brotherhood has time to write about and justify
his tattoos. He could be seen as a man who isn't
in no hurry at all. No danger for this man or his
people is imminent. He thinks of tattoos. And jus-
tifying himself and his gang.

But a Panther worried about the deaths of his
friends, loved ones and comrades, at the hands
of an aryan system, will speak with an entirely
different tone of voice. Because he must hurry,
it's life or death for him, his family and 15 mil-
lion children annually. His people. The ones op-
pressed and dying because of this white elitist
aryan system of government.

It's like this. You and a friend are walking to-
ward the Grand Canyon. 1,000 yards away your
buddy turns around and walks backwards smil-
ing at you. You say, "funny, but we're far away
from the cliff. nice tattoos." At about 500 yards
you say "well dude, better face forward or you'll
walk over the cliff." At S yards you're not going to
smile and say "please"; you'll grab him; or if he's
too far away, you'll scream "stop! now!" even if it
hurts his feelings or upsets him.

Unless you'd rather talk about his hair style
or tattoos. Unless you don't care if he (15 million
children) die. Would it make a difference to an
aryan soldier what color this man's, 5 yards from
a cliff's edge walking towards it backwards, skin
was? Most certainly it would. Read the 14 words.

Even though I'm a white "redneck," I am
very put off by aryan soldiers. I personally am
ashamed and embarrassed when anyone tries to
support or stick up for “14/88” or “skinhead($)”.
And, i guess, this makes me a race traitor to these
people, and a captive that sticks up for "unde-
sirables." But I don't care. I'm already deemed
a "threat to the community" and a "terrorist" in
most people’s eyes. What's a group of Nazis “hat-
ing on me” going to add to the state of Utah's and
government's already dislike for my anti-imperi-
alist person? Nothing.

To justify a Black Panther and their beliefs is
progressive and correct. To (attempt to) justify a
white supremacist is backwards and frightening
to the world's majority. %

Notes:
1. MIM Theory 11, p59
2. Arundhati Roy, "Power Politics", p. 111

May/June 2016

19

BPP Classified as 6ang Related

by a Florida prisoner
January 2016

On November 16 I received a disciplinary re-
port (DR) for possession of gang related parapher-
nalia from notes from the Black Panther Party 10
point program, "What We Want and What We Be-
lieve", and a quote from comrade Stokeley Char-
michael: "The only way we are gonna stop them
white men from whuppin’ us is to take over, what
we are gonna start saying now is Black Power."(1)

So now I gotta fight this DR, written not only
in retaliation, but in an attack against my first
amendment protected political belief. Not only
that, the Sergeant claims they confiscated the
notebook during a search of my cell. Camera evi-
dence will show that this pig did not show up until
called, when I refused to re-enter the cell without
due process (my confiscation receipt). In fact it
wasn't really a cell search, they knew what they
were coming for.

MIM(Prisons) responds: This comrade has been
active in the fight against censorship and to en-
sure access to political material in Florida, so it
is no surprise that ey is the target of this repres-
sion campaign. We hope eir undying dedication to
the fight, even when it brings down more repres-
sion, is an inspiration to others to learn their legal
rights, and never give up demanding those rights
be properly recognized by the injustice system.%*

Note: Stokeley Carmichael, “Black Power”, 29 October 1966.

Soliciting Congress
Proposals

MIM(Prisons)'s 2016 Congress is fast ap-
proaching. Unfortunately this notification is
a bit late but we want to invite our comrades
behind bars to submit proposals for us to
consider at our annual congress. These pro-
posals can cover questions of political line,
strategy or tactics. For instance, in past years
we have debated questions of gendered lan-
guage, priorities of various projects, and the
best security practices.

Proposals are DUE BY JUNE 25.

Send them to MIM(Prisons) ATTN: Con-
gress Proposal at our address on page 1.

Proposals should clearly 1) SUMMA-
RIZE THE SUGGESTED NEW LINE
OR PRACTICE IN JUST A FEW SEN-
TENCES and then 2) OFFER REASONS
WHY WE SHOULD APPROVE THE
PROPOSAL. Be sure to 3) ADDRESS
ANY LIKELY DISAGREEMENTS you
think people might raise. *
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MIM(Prisons) Faces Crisis of Labor and Funding

by MIM(Prisons)
April 2016

We have a crisis of funding and labor at
MIM(Prisons). In some ways this is a good prob-
lem to have: our work has grown so popular with
prisoners that we are unable to keep up with ei-
ther money or work. In practice the crisis of la-
bor means prisoners' letters go unanswered or re-
sponses are significantly delayed, and projects are
not being completed. The crisis of funding means
that we can not fill requests for study material and
are barely able to finance the printing and postage
costs of Under Lock & Key.

Is it time to let www.prisoncensorship.info die?

Obviously the best solution to our labor short-
age would be finding more comrades on the
streets to help with our work. We have a grow-
ing cadre of hard working comrades behind bars,
but due to their circumstances, it takes some work
on the outside to fully utilize this labor: typing
up handwritten articles, running correspondence
study courses, responding to questions of political
theory, facilitating communication among activ-
ists. These are all tasks we need people outside
of prison to do.

Almost 5% of our comrade time in 2015 was
put into maintaining the technical aspects of
our online presence, mostly our website www.
prisoncensorship.info. While that might seem like
a small percentage, an increase in our capacity
of 5% would allow us to see some significant
improvements in our work. In the past we had
estimated that our online readers were about
equal in number, if not quality, to our print readers
in prison. In recent years we've seen a doubling of
our readership inside prisons.

Recently, prisoners have donated about 5% of
the cost of distributing ULK (this includes some
regular contributions from USW members on
the outside). During the same period, comrades
in prison have contributed an equal amount of
money to pay for books and study materials from
the Ministry. The rest of our funding comes from
members of MIM(Prisons). While we might make
a few bucks here and there at public events, it is
irregular. Summer 2015 we set the achievable
goal of funding 10% of ULK through prisoner do-
nations. None of our funding comes from online
readers. In other words, online readers cover 0%
of the cost to fund the website, despite the fact
that it is much cheaper than the newsletter and our
online readers have much greater access to money
than our imprisoned readers. (Update: After pub-
lishing a version of this article on the website we
received a sizable donation of stamps mailed to us
from an anonymous contributor.)

Most of the writing and almost all of the art
in ULK is contributed by prisoner subscribers. In
recent years we've had a couple of allies who have
contributed to our work in a consistent way, and
we have some volunteers come and go, helping
us with typing, editing and other tasks. But when
all is said and done, we are losing more comrade

time to maintaining the website than we are gain-
ing from it.

Now, we try to keep in mind that our principal
task is building public opinion and not building
our organization. Yet, we are approaching a cri-
sis where our comrade time on the streets cannot
keep up with the interest from prisoners. Really it
never could, but even to the standard we are used
to we are losing ground. So the question starts to
look like: do we spend more resources building
public opinion behind bars, or on the streets (and
by streets, we mean online)?

Alternatively, our online readers could step up
to the plate. Five percent of our annual comrade
time is no small beans. But it is easily achievable
by a few regular contributors. But how do we in-
spire someone to act over the internet like we do
through the mail?

The world wide web has always been an im-
portant tool in the MIM agitational toolbox. Our
website is approaching its 10 year anniversary
of going strong and we host the archive of the
MIM etext site dating back another 15+ years. We
might foresee situations where not having it could
really hamper our work in the future. So there are
other points to consider here.

But the question remains, is it time to let www.
prisoncensorship.info die in order to focus all our
efforts on supporting the organizing efforts of the
imprisoned masses?

How can we sustain the Free Books for Prison-
ers Program?

As mentioned above, prisoners cover about
5% of the cost of distributing ULK. We have seen
tremendous growth in subscribers to this publi-
cation, but each issue costs money to print and
mail, so this means our costs have gone way up.
Because ULK is our primary tool for educating
and organizing, we consider it one of our high-
est priorities for funding, and so instead of cutting
back on the publication frequency or charging for
subscriptions we are looking elsewhere for ways
to save money. One likely option is cutting back
on one of our other significant expenses, the dis-
tribution of free literature to prisoners.

MIM(Prisons)'s Free Political Books for Pris-
oners Program requires a trade of either funds or
political work for literature. Many of our com-
rades behind bars have little or no money and so
they choose to trade labor for their political edu-
cation. This comes in many forms: art, articles,
poetry, and organizing are just a few examples.

We could immediately solve the funding crisis
by no longer mailing out books and magazines to
people who can not pay for this literature. We con-
sider the Books for Prisoners program an impor-
tant source of education and political resources,
and we hope to find another solution. But in this
issue we put the question to our imprisoned read-
ers: how can we solve this crisis? If our comrades
behind bars don't step up to cover a much greater

Struggle to Reunite with
Panther Legacy

by a New Jersey prisoner
May 2007

I am one of Jersey's political prisoners and be-
cause of my gang involvement and political views
the state views me as a threat. To control and mon-
itor my behavior and movements I was placed in
this closed custody Max-Max Unit.

Many of us long termer gang members have
transcended the normal gangbang functions of red
and blue. Some of our actual history leads back to
the militant movements of the Black Panthers of
the 1960s. Many of us know about the Panthers
and the movement, but 90% of us have missed
the opportunity to learn the actual literature and
history that motivated this movement.

I'm in a position to educate these fellas to the
real militant movements against this fascist state.
I had the benefit of learning about Marxism-
Leninism-Maoism from a real revolutionary. I
would like to return the favor by teaching others
the same.

I would greatly appreciate if you will help me
by sending me newspapers. I will send a contribu-
tion but not with this letter. This letter contains in-
formation that this facility sees as dangerous that
would be another reason for them to segregate me
further.

All of us here are physical revolutionaries. I
believe so simply because the state only responds
to violence. This furthers their justification for
excessive force, beatings and at times torture. It's
time we exercise our minds in making a change.
All is appreciated.

Please do not return this letter. All incoming
mail is reviewed. We have the freedom to receive
any literature. We are ONLY NOT ALLOWED TO
TEACH OTHERS. The system can never kill me.*

Pride of the Panther

by a Florida prisoner

Can you see the pride in the panther
As he grows in splendor and grace
Toppling obstacles placed in the way
Of his progression to a better place.
Can you see the pride in the panther
As she nurtures her young all alone
The seed must grow regardless

Of it having been planted in stone.
Can you see the pride in the panther
As they unify as one

The flower blooms with brilliance,
And outshines the rays of the sun. *

portion of the costs of ULK we will be forced to
make some very difficult decisions to cut our ex-
penses. Send us a congress proposal if you have
an idea on this topic.(see p. 19)*
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... BRLP

the BRLP and what we’ve seen of their work on
the streets.

On the surface the BRLP does have a lot simi-
larities to the original BPP. The BRLP models its
platform after the BPP’s 10 point platform, which
was modeled after Malcolm X’s. The BRLP mem-
bers don all black as they confront the police and
other state actors and racist forces. They speak to
the poor inner-city youth and came out of lumpen
street organizations. They have worked to build a
number of Serve the People programs. And they
have inspired a cadre of young New Afrikans
across the gender line. (We have a more extensive
analysis of the various other organizations claim-
ing the mantle of the Black Panther Party. Write
to us for the complete essay that also looks at the
Black Panther legacy in the APSP, AAPRP, NBPP
and NABPP.)

...Continued from page 11

Huey's Intercommunalism

The BRLP embraces a form of intercommu-
nalism as a leading concept in their ideological
foundation. The intercommunalism theory was
never very coherent and really marked Newton’s
departure from the original Maoist line of the
Party. As a student of David Hilliard, former BPP
Chief of Staff, pointed out around 2005, Hilliard
used intercommunalism as a way to avoid ever
mentioning communism in a semester-long class
on the BPP.(1) In the early 1970s, Huey seemed
to be using intercommunalism in an attempt to ad-
dress changing conditions in the United $tates and
confusion caused by the failure of international
forces to combat revisionism in many cases.(2)

Probably the most important implication of
Huey’s new line was that he rejected the idea that
nations could liberate themselves under imperial-
ism. In other words he said Stalin’s promotion of
building socialism in one country was no longer
valid, and Trotsky’s theory of permanent revolu-
tion was now true. This was in 1970, when China
had just developed socialism to the highest form
we’ve seen to date through the struggles of the
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, which also
began 50 years ago this year. Huey P. Newton’s
visit to China in 1971 was sandwiched by vis-
its from war criminal Henry Kissinger and U.$.
President Richard Nixon. Chinese Premier Zhou
Enlai, who would go on to foster normalized rela-
tions with the U.$. imperialists, stated that China
was ready to negotiate or fight the United $tates
in 1971.(3) The Panther visit was a signal of their
development of the second option. But after 1971,
Chinese support for the Panthers dissipated as ne-
gotiations with the imperialists developed.

A bigger problem with Huey’s intercom-
munalism was how do we address the Amerik-
kkan oppressor nation when ey claims there are
no more states, there are no more nations? In eir
“speech at Boston College” in 1970 ey specifi-
cally refers to Eldridge Cleaver’s “On the Ideol-
ogy of the Black Panther Party” in order to depart
from it. Newton rejects the analysis of the Black
nation as a colony of Amerikkka that must be lib-
erated. That Cleaver essay from 1969 has great
unity with MIM line and is where we depart with

the BRLP who uphold the 1970-1 intercommu-
nalism line of Huey’s.(4)

BRLP Interprets intercommunalism

To take a closer look at the BRLP itself, let us
start with General T.A.C.O.'s essay "African Inter-
communalism I." The BLRP accepts "race" as a
real framework to analyze society and rejects na-
tion based on Huey’s intercommunalism. At times,
the BRLP still uses the term nation and colony to
refer to New Afrika. This seems contradictory. Fur-
ther, the BRLP claims to update Huey’s theory by
adding African cultural and spiritual elements to
it. This is something the Panthers very adamantly
fought against, learning from Fanon who wrote in
Wretched of the Earth, one of the Panthers' favorite
books: "The desire to attach oneself to tradition or
bring abandoned traditions to life again does not
only mean going against the current of history but
also opposing one’s own people."(5) This revision
of intercommunalism is one sign of the BRLPs
conservatism relative to the original BPP who
worked to create the new man/womyn, new revo-
lutionary culture and ultimately a new society in
the spirit of Mao and Che.

Even stranger is the BRLP suggestion that,
"once we overthrow the Amerikkkan ruling class,
there will be a critical need to still liberate Af-
rica."(6) The idea that the imperialists would
somehow be overthrown before the neo-colonial
puppets of the Third World is completely back-
wards. The BRLP seems to echo the idea of a
New Afrikan vanguard of the African or World
revolution. MIM(Prisons) disagrees. We see New
Afrika as being closer to Amerika in its relation
to the Third World, despite its position as a semi-
colony within the United $tates.(7)

We also warn our readers that the BRLP makes
an outlandishly false statistical claim in order to
back up their positions. In an essay on the crisis
of generational divides and tribal warfare in New
Afrika the BRLP claims that the latter "has caused
more deaths in just Los Angeles than all the casu-
alties in the Yankee imperialist Vietnam war com-
bined!!!"(8) There were somewhere between 1

million and 3 million deaths in the U.$. war against
Vietnamese self-determination. Los Angeles sees
hundreds of deaths from gang shootings in a year.
‘We must see things as they are, and not distort facts
to fit our propaganda purposes if we hope to be ef-
fective in changing the world.

We will conclude with our assessment of the

+ BRLP based on what we have read and seen from
*. them. While we dissect our disagreements with
< some of their higher level analysis above, many of
 their articles and statements are quite agreeable,

echoing our own analysis. And we are inspired by
their activity focusing on serving and organizing
the New Afrikan lumpen on the streets. In a time
when New Afrikan youth are mobilizing against
police brutality in large numbers again, the BRLP
is a more radical force at the forefront of that
struggle. Again, much of this work echoes that of
the original BPP, but some of the bigger picture
analysis is missing.

In our interactions with BRLP members we've
seen them promote anarchism and the 99% line,
saying that most white Amerikkkans are exploited
by capitalism. BRLP, in line with cultural nation-
alism, stresses the importance of "race," disagree-
ing with Newton who, even in 1972, was correctly
criticizing in the face of rampant neo-colonialism:
“If we define the prime character of the oppression
of blacks as racial, then the situation of economic
exploitation of human beings by human being
can be continued if performed by blacks against
blacks or blacks against whites."(9) Newton says
we must unite the oppressed "in eliminating ex-
ploitation and oppression" not fight "racism" as
the BRLP and their comrades in People Against
Racist Terror focus on.

This leads us to a difference with the BRLP
in the realm of strategy. It is true that the original
BPP got into the limelight with armed confronta-
tions with the pigs. More importantly, it was serv-
ing the people in doing so. So it is hard to say that
the BPP was wrong to do this. While Huey con-
cluded that they got ahead of the people and alien-
ated themselves from the people, the BRLP seems
to disagree by taking on an even more aggressive
front. This has seemingly succeeded in attracting
the ultra-left, some of whom are dedicated war-
riors, but has already alienated potential allies.
While BRLP’s analysis of the BPP’s failure to
separate the underground from the aboveground
is valuable, it seems to imply a need for an under-
ground insurgency at this time. In contrast, MIM
line agrees with Mao that the stage of struggle in
the imperialist countries is one of long legal bat-
tles until the imperialists become so overextended
by armed struggles in the periphery that the state
begins to weaken. It is harder to condemn Huey
Newton for seeing that as the situation in the ear-
ly years of the Panthers, but it is clearly not the
situation today. In that context, engaging in street
confrontations with racists seems to offer more
risk than reward in terms of changing the system.

While the BRLP doesn’t really tackle how
these strategic issues may have affected the suc-
cess and/or demise of the BPP, it also does not

Continued on page 24...
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Poder Chican@ y la Lucha por Aztlan: Una Guia Para Accion

por Ehecatl de United Struggle from Within
traducido por un@ prisioner@ en Florida
Octubre 2015

Cien afios después del histérico Plan de San
Diego, se desarrolla otro evento monumental e
histérico; la publicacién de Chican@ Power and
the Struggle for Aztldn (Poder Chicane@ y La
Lucha por Aztldn). Poder Chican@ es un libro
revolucionario nacionalista enfocado en la lucha
revolucionaria de la nacién Chican@ contra el im-
perialismo Amerikano. Este libro le sirve a toda la
Raza oprimida en Aztldn y debe de ser estudiado
por todos los interesados en liberar la nacién Chi-
can@ del imperialismo Amerikano, especialmente
la Raza interesada en liberar la nacién Chican@
del imperialismo Amerikano, especialmente la
Raza interesada en establecer una republica de
gente Chican@ en donde se encuentra Aztldn ocu-
pado y oprimido, i.e. California, Texas, Nevada,
Arizona, Nuevo Mexico, Utah, y Colorado.

Poder Chican@ y la lucha por Aztlan alum-
bra en la oscuridad que es opresidn nacional, una
oscuridad que ha envuelto y cubierto a Aztldn.
Dirigiendo sus rayos luminosos hacia el sendero
luminoso abierto para nosotros por toda la buena
gente del mundo en la lucha. La lucha de la gente
en la cual las masas heroicas del tercer mundo
contindan probando no solo su valor en la cara del
imperialismo desastroso sino tambien la validez y
efectividad de la guerra de la gente y la ideologia
revolucionaria de donde naci6: Marxismo-Lenin-
ismo-Maoismo, principalmente el Maoismo.

Poder Chican@ vy la lucha por Aztldn nos man-
da a atacar con fuerza la opresion nacional y criti-

car a los proponentes de la opresion nacional sean
quien sean. Esto significa que como revoluciona-
rios nacionalistas y el destacamento avanzado de
la nacién Chicane@ es nuestro deber ser los prim-
eros en criticar abiertamente a nuestros lideres
comprados y reformistas. No sirve en nada alabar
a opresores solo porque tienen apellidos en espa-
fiol, hablan espafiol o son Raza por nacimiento,
haciendolo solo confunde el punto para las masas
Chican@s quien miran hacia nosotros como guias
de teoria e ideologia. Siendo revolucionarios
debemos siempre encender el camino en asuntos
de punto de vista politica y conciencia, nunca
debemos rendirnos a la complacencia que traeria
degeneracién politica. Tenemos que acabar con
Chican@s nacionalistas disfrazados de Maofs-
tas quien en el nombre de Aztldn levantarian la
bandera roja solo para después oponerse a ella.
Comunistas de la nacién Chican@ deben pararse
firmes e intransigentes contra estos nacionalistas
chauvinisticos quienes con sus engafios atrasan
el movimiento Chican@ de liberacién e indepen-
dencia.

Dicho esto, Maoistas auténticos creen en unir
a todos quienes estdn dispuestos para la lucha
para liberar la nacién. Esto estd de acuerdo con
la teoria del frente unido con practica desarrol-
lada por Joseph Stalin, lider de la USSR durante
la lucha de la gente Soviética contra el fascismo
Alemdn, y Mao Zedong en la guerra de la gente
China de liberacion contra el militarismo e im-
perialismo Japonés. Haciendo esta declaracién
se reconoce que hay una contradiccién entre la
unificaciéon de todos quienes se puedan juntar
y luchar no solo contra tendencias equivocadas
entre el movimiento Chican@ pero también de-

viaciones completas y revisionismo adentro del
movimiento Chican@ comunista también. Maofs-
tas del movimiento Chican@ deben buscar re-
solver estas diferencias y contradicciones ahora
mismo, empezando con los elementos mds avan-
zados de las masas Chican@s, con el método de
unidad-lucha-unidad. No deberfamos esperar que
se complete el teatro de liberacién nacional antes
de tomar la lucha ideolégica. Esto no debe excluir
el separarnos de otras organizaciones Chican@s
a base de paradas de principio sobre disputas
cientificas pues "La lucha sigue adelante continu-
amente." Debemos reconocer que en estos casos
lo que no deberiamos hacer es no unir los dos en
uno, sino luchar para dividir para poder liberar
Aztlan y hacer la revolucion.

También debemos reconocer que antes que el
movimiento pueda formarse a traves del poder y
la fuerza de las masas Chican@s primero tiene
que haber un consenso entre todos los elementos
revolucionarios de Aztldn para poder consolidar
el movimiento nacional Chican@ de liberacion;
sea entre un frente unida suelto entre varias or-
ganizaciones Chican@s y Mexican@s, o bajo una
bandera unida con un solo programa, no se pu-
ede determinar ahora. Lo que deberia ser recono-
cido es que las fuerzas revolucionarias en Aztlan
tienen que comenzar el proceso de consolidacion
para seguir moviendo la lucha hacia adelante. La
mejor manera de hacer esto en esta etapa de la
lucha es indudablemente con Under Lock & Key
(Bajo Llave y Candado), la voz del movimiento
anti-imperialista trds de las paredes de la prision.
De esta manera es el deber revolucionario de
Maoistas y otros anti-imperialistas de la nacién
Chican@ unirse para poder empezar el largo y ar-
duo proceso de liberacién y descolonizacion de

toda la gente. L L
Continiia en la pdgina siguiente...

El MIM(Prisiones)

El Ministro Maoista Internacional de Prisiones, MIM(Prisiones), es una célu-

la de revolucionarios que sirve las masas opresas adentro de las prisiones de los
EEUU.. Mantenemos la ideologia comunista revolucionaria del Marxismo-Leninis-
mo-Maoismo y trabajamos del punto del proletariado del tercer mundo.

El imperialismo es el enemigo nimero uno de la mayoria de gente del mundo,
no podemos obtener nuestra meta de terminar toda opresion sin derribar el imperial-
ismo. La historia nos ha mostrado que el imperialista hard guerra antes de permitir
un fin a la opresion.

Como revolucionarios internacionalistas, nos apoyamos la auto-determinacion
de todas naciones y gente. Hoy, el sistema de prisiones de los EEUU es un parte
mayor del estado imperialista siendo usado para prevenir la auto-determinacion de
las naciones opresas. Es por esta razon que vemos a prisioneros en este pais como
manteniendo la delantera de cualquier movimiento anti-imperialista y revoluciona-
rio. Mientras que nuestra organizacion se enfoca en apoyo al prisionero, creemos
que hay una necesidad grave de trabajo para el Maoista en organizar y educar en
muchas dreas en los Estados Unidos. Tenemos la esperanza que alguna gente se
inspire por nuestro ejemplo alrededor de prisiones y que lo aplique a su propio
trabajo para crear mas células maoista y amplie el movimiento Maoista detrds de
las lineas del enemigo.

MIM(Prisiones) se distingue de otros grupos en los siguientes seis puntos. Con-
sideramos que las otras organizaciones que activamente mantienen estos puntos ser
fraternal.

1. El comunismo es nuestra meta. El comunismo es una sociedad en donde
ningtin grupo tiene poder sobre cualquier otro grupo.

2. La dictadura del proletariado es necesaria. En una dictadura del proletariado
la anteriormente mayoria explotada dicta a la minoria, la que promovié la explo-
tacion, como se debe conducir a la sociedad. En el caso de naciones imperialistas,
una dictadura del proletariado de naciones oprimidas en unién (JDPON siglas en
inglés) debe hacer este papel en donde no hay proletariado interno o una base sig-
nificante de masas que favorecen el comunismo.

3. Promovemos un frente unido con todos los que se oponen al imperialismo. El
camino a la JDPON sobre las naciones imperialistas incluye en unir a todos aquellos
que se puedan unir contra el imperialismo. No podemos pelear contra el imperial-
ismo y pelear contra otros que estdn ocupados en conflictos de vida y muerte contra
el imperialismo a mismo tiempo. Atn las clases de una nacién imperialista pueden
ser aliados en el frente unido bajo ciertas condiciones.

4. Una clase parasitica domina los paises del primer mundo. Como Marx, En-
gels, y Lenin formularon y el pensamiento de MIM ha extendido a través del anali-
sis materialista, el imperialismo extrae stiper-ganancias del Tercer Mundo y usa en
parte esta riqueza para comprar poblaciones enteras de supuestos llamados traba-
jadores. Estos supuestos llamados trabajadores comprados por el imperialismo for-
man un nuevo sector de la sub-burguesia llamada la aristocracia laboral; ésta no es
un vehiculo para el Maoismo. Aquellos que trabajan en los intereses econdmicos de
la aristocracia laboral del Primer Mundo forman la masa basica del aprieto-mortal
sobre el Tercer Mundo del imperialismo.

5. Nuevas burguesias se formaran bajo el socialismo. Mao guié el ataque para
exponer a la burguesia que se desarrollé dentro del Partido Comunista de la Union
Soviética y la campafia para bombardear las jefaturas en su propio pais, China. Esas
experiencias demostraron la necesidad de revolucion continua bajo la dictadura del
proletariado. La lucha de clases no termina hasta que el estado se haya anulado y el
comunismo se haya alcanzado.

6. La Gran Revolucion Cultural del Proletariado en China fue el mayor avance
hacia el comunismo en la historia. Apoyamos a la Unién Soviética hasta la muerte
de Stalin en 1953, seguida por la Republica Popular China hasta 1976 como los
mejores ejemplos del socialismo moderno en practica. El arresto de la “cuadrilla
de cuatro” en China y el ascenso de Krushchev en la Unién Soviética marcaron la
restauracion del capitalismo en esos paises. Otros experimentos en el desarrollo del
socialismo en el siglo XX fracasaron en sobrepasar el modelo Soviético (es decir,
Albania), o peor, se quedaron dentro del modo capitalista de produccion, general-
mente debido al fracaso para romper con la Teoria de las Fuerzas Productivas.
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El movimiento nacionalista revolucionario
Chican@ debe estar en unidad firme con todos las
fuerzas Maoistas autenticas del mundo incluy-
endo todas las otras fuerzas revolucionarias pele-
ando regimenes respaldados por imperialismo.
iSaludo de pufio cerrado! un saludo de puiio cer-
rado también mandamos a toda Raza y camaradas
encerrados en prisiones Amerikkkanas quienes
han saltado a ganarse la liberacién para nuestra
gente con la lucha utilizando el Maoismo; el terc-
er y mas alto nivel de la ciencia revolucionaria.

Camaradas deberian estudiar seriamente el
programa de diez puntos MIM(Prisiones) y tam-
bién los seis puntos cardinales de MIM(Prisiones)
antes de intentar crear sus propios grupos Maois-
tas pues pueden demarcar entre Maoismo auten-

tico y falsas organizaciones comunistas. Estos
programas deben servir como guia general al tipo
de organizacién y como organizarse. Celdas revo-
lucionarais contendiendo la manta de Mao y Az-
tlan deben abrirse a todo Chican@ y no deben ser
contingente en organizacién pasada de la calle o
prision, pero si en la creencia profunda que Aztldn
es un territorio de la nacién Chican@ que tiene
que ser liberada!

A la misma vez organizaciones Chican@s
Maoistas deben tener pélizas estrictas de admis-
i6n porque la revolucién no es un estilo de vida
0 un juego, es una cosa de vida o muerte y por
eso s6lo los revolucionarios mds cometidos serdn
escogidos. Camaradas también deben estudiar se-
riamente el concepto Leninista de "mejor, pocos,
pero mejor" para esta etapa de la lucha. Por ul-
timo, camaradas deben juntar a las masas oprimi-
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das en la prision, en particular Raza presa para
luchar y comenzar a trabajar con otras organiza-
ciones amables hacia la revolucion en el espiritu y
practica del "Frente Unido para la Paz en las pri-
siones," no solo porque es la forma mas efectiva
de establecer la paz en la prisién, pero también
de mantenerla. Paz entre las masas no es sélo un
precursor, sino es un prerequisito a la victoria a
nivel estratégico.

El Chican@ y otras masas de prisién deben
darse cuenta que el imperialismo Amerikano
se pone mds débil cada dia, a nivel domestico
e internacional por su extenso sobre alcance
hegeménico. En vez de ganarse mds poder a largo,
los imperialistas con su presencia han encontrado
resistencia feroz y odio por parte de las masas del
Tercer Mundo resueltas. Las masas deben saber

Continiia en la pdgina siguiente...

Abbreviated Glossary- write in for our full glossary and
more study materials on these topics

IDEOLOGICAL DEFINITIONS

MAOISM: Maoism is the doctrine which guided the first success-
ful Third World peasant revolution that liberated China in 1949
and guided the building of socialism in that country until capital-
ism was restored in 1976. Maoism influenced all the subsequent
anti-colonial struggles in Africa and Asia and inspired many other
revolutionary movements including ones inside the United $tates.

Maoism is famous for many changes in China, including land
reform; collectivization of agriculture in what was then a poor coun-
try; ejecting both foreign occupiers and pro-landlord elements with
the strategy of "People's War" against numerically, financially and
technically superior enemies; abolishing China's huge drug ad-
diction problem; ending pornography and prostitution; eliminating
the practice of breaking wimmin's feet (footbinding) to make them
smaller and supposedly cuter; establishing China's first law allow-
ing divorce and eventually instituting worker-run industry without
private property in the means of production.

Complete revolution is fundamental to Maoism. This means
that all social, cultural, political and economic relations must be
revolutionized. People will not be liberated by simply breaking the
state or smashing capitalism. China’s Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution is the best example we have of this attempt to com-
pletely eradicate capitalist influence in a society.

INTERNATIONALISM: The ethical belief or scientific approach in
which peoples of different nations are held to be equal. Interna-
tionalism is opposed to racism and national chauvinism.

We Maoists believe the nationalism of oppressed nations is
"applied internationalism." We oppose nationalism of oppressed
nations directed at other oppressed nations. We seek a united
front of oppressed nations led by the international proletariat
against imperialism.

Today there are two kinds of internationalism: bourgeois inter-
nationalism and proletarian internationalism. In the bourgeois in-
ternationalist view, peoples of all countries should have a chance
to become exploiters. In the proletarian internationalist view,
exploitation inevitably leads to violent conflict, so peace amongst
nations depends on a global view not defending private property.

REVOLUTIONARY NATIONALISM: The solution to the plight of
the oppressed nation in liberating itself from the global imperialist
system to attain self-determination. Revolutionary nationalists see
the struggle of the nation as primary. They may or may not be
communists.

ECONOMIC SYSTEMS

IMPERIALISM: Lenin defined imperialism as the highest stage of
capitalism. Defined by the globalization of capital, the dominance
of finance capital and the division of the world into imperialist and
exploited nations; Maoists see the latter as the principal contradic-
tion in the world today.

As the economic system that dominates the world, imperi-

alism determines much of the material reality that everyone on
planet Earth faces today, including war, poverty and environmen-
tal destruction. This means that the status quo promoted by impe-
rialist interests is the biggest hindrance to change. As the domi-
nant imperialist power, both financially and militarily, the United
$tates generally serves as the primary target of our attacks as
anti-imperialists.

CAPITALISM: Capitalism is a mode of production, or economic
system, where the bourgeoisie or capitalist class owns the means
of production and exploits the labor of the proletariat. Because
the proletariat owns nothing, they are forced to sell their labor
power on the market in exchange for what they need to survive.
When they work for the capitalist, the capitalist owns the value
that they create and only pays them the portion of this value to
sustain themselves. The rest is called surplus value, or the profit
exploited from the worker, which is the basic law of capitalist eco-
nomic relations.

STATE CAPITALISM: Under state capitalism, the state nominally
owns the means of production, but production is organized around
profit, not the needs of the people. The Soviet Union became state
capitalist under Khrushchev, and China became state capitalist
under Deng Xiaoping. In both cases, a new bourgeoisie devel-
oped within the state apparatus and the Communist Party itself.

SOCIALISM: When Maoists use the term socialism we are refer-
ring to the transition stage between the capitalist mode of produc-
tion and communism. This involves organizing society with the
goal of meeting people's needs, not making profit. History shows
that a dictatorship of the proletariat (as opposed to our present
dictatorship of the bourgeoisie) is necessary to make socialism
work and maintain democracy in a socialist society. Class struggle
continues under socialism.

COMMUNISM: The abolition of power of people over people. This
means abolishing all oppression, whether of nations by nations,
classes by classes, women by men or any other division in society.
Communism is based on mutual cooperation, peace and justice
instead of oppression.

Long-run goals of communism include the abolition of classes
and organizing society without governments or borders. As in cer-
tain tribal societies in the past and living still today, communists
believe that it is possible for humyns to organize themselves with-
out war, crime, starvation and homelessness. When there are so-
cial problems, communists blame those problems on how society
is organized. They seek to organize society to bring out the best in
people, however flawed the species may be. No communist leader
has ever claimed that a society has achieved communism yet.
That means the industrial societies of our time have either lived in
capitalism or socialism. Finally, communists believe that a commu-
nist party - not just ad hoc or individual organizing - is necessary to
seize state power from the oppressors.

CLASS DEFINITIONS

BOURGEOISIE: The exploiter class most characteristic of the
capitalist system. Their wealth is obtained from the labor of others,
in particular the proletariat.

The term "bourgeoisie" now usually refers to the capitalist
class in common usage. The capitalist class is those who own

enough property that they would not have to work to make a living.
This class only works if it wants to. Also included in the term are
people with very powerful positions in production or government
generally. Aruler may or may not have great assets on hand, but if
ey really wanted them, ey has the power to get them.

There is another common and critically important usage of
the term "bourgeoisie.” Technically the bourgeoisie includes other
sections, including those more numerous than the capitalist class.
The "petty-bourgeoisie” or "petit-bourgeoisie” refers to people who
are exploiters but not on the scale of the capitalists. The petty-
bourgeoisie often owns its own means of production or profes-
sional skills but does not hire enough workers to be able to quit
working and still live a life of leisure. There are other categories
of bourgeoisie that are not capitalist, such as what Mao called the
"comprador bourgeoisie" which owes its existence to imperialist
capitalists and cannot function on its own as a capitalist class.

LABOR ARISTOCRACY: Unlike the traditional petty bourgeoisie,
they do not own their own means of production and so must work
for others. But unlike the proletariat and semi-proletariat, the labor
aristocracy in the First World earn more than the value of their
labor and therefore have interests that fall in the bourgeois camp
allying with imperialism.

In the First World today we define this group as the lower
segment of the petty-bourgeoisie, working for a wage and earning
more than the value of their labor but without the means to get
a loan to start a small business themselves. This group benefits
from the imperialist world’s superexploitation of the Third World.
They are bought off by the imperialists with these superprofits. In
the First World this group is not exploited and so not part of the
proletariat. On the contrary, their incomes are often higher than
those traditionally classified as the petty bourgeoisie in the Third
World, further demonstrating their bourgeois character.

PROLETARIAT: The group of people who have nothing to sell but
their labor power for their subsistence. The proletariat does not
draw any profit from any kind of capital because they have none.
Proletarians are propertyless and thus have “nothing to lose but
their chains.” The proletariat is the least conservative element of
society.

There are several groups that fall within the proletariat: 1. The
working proletariat are exploited by others who make a profit off
of their labor. 2. The non-working proletariat make up the reserve
army of the proletariat. In current times this group is usually tem-
porarily unemployed and seeking employment. The long-term un-
employed usually fall into the lumpen-proletariat. 3. The lumpen-
proletariat, a group of people who are unable to sell their labor
power in the long term and so end up living as parasites on other
proletarians. This group is found in the Third World, and is distinct
from the First World lumpen.

FIRST WORLD LUMPEN: The class of people in the First World
who are excluded from the productive process. By virtue of living
in the First World this class, on average, receives more material
benefits from imperialism than the global proletariat. As such their
interests are not the same as the exploited classes and we do
not include them in the "lumpen-proletariat." But their conditions
in many ways parallel those of the lumpen-proletariat standing in
stark contrast to the majority of the First World populations. This
class includes U.$. prisoners, which is a focus of the organizing
work MIM(Prisons) does today.
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..BRLP

make any case for how a lack of cultural and spiri-
tual nationalism were a shortcoming that set back
the Panthers. BRLP also spends an inordinate
amount of their limited number of articles build-
ing a cult of persynality around General T.A.C.O.
So despite its claims of learning from the past, we
see its analysis of the BPP legacy lacking in both
their critiques and emulations of BPP practices.

While physical training is good, and hand-to-
hand combat is a potentially useful skill for any-
one who might get in difficult situations, there
should be no illusions about such things being
strategic questions for the success of revolu-
tionary organizations in the United $tates today.
When your people can all clean their rifle blind-
folded but they don’t even know how to encrypt
their email, you’ve already lost the battle before
it’s started.

Finally, the BRLP has tackled the youth vs.
adult contradiction head on. Its analysis of how
that plays out in oppressed nations today paral-
lels our own. And among the O.G. Panthers them-
selves they have been very critical as well, and
with good cause. It is clear that we will need a
new generation Black Panthers that is formed of
and led by the New Afrikan youth of today. But
Huey was known to quote Mao that with the cor-
rect political line will come support and weapons,
and as conditions remain much less revolutionary
than the late 1960s, consolidation of cadre around
correct and clear political lines is important pre-

paratory work for building a new vanguard party
in the future.*

Notes:

1. MIM, circa 2005, “An interview with a student
of David Hilliard’s: David Hilliard revises Black
Panther history”, archive of MIM etext.org site.
2. MIM, circa 2000, “The bittersweet fruit of
‘practicality’: Ho Chi Minh’s divisive legacy in
the international communist movement”, archive
of MIM etext.org site.

3. Joshua Bloom and Waldo E. Martin, Jr., 2013,
Black Against Empire: The history and politics of
the Black Panther Party, Berkeley: University of
California Press, p. 350.

4. For a more theoretical analysis of Huey New-
ton’s essays from 1971 on intercommunalism and
other topics, see “Combatting Wrong Ideas from
Huey Newton Late in Life” by a USW comrade,
February 2006, and our intercommunalism study
pack.

5.As cited by Linda Harrison in “On Cultural
Nationalism”, reprinted in Philip S. Foner, 1995,
The Black Panthers Speak, New York: Da Capo
Press, p. 152.

6. General TA.C.O., 2 February 2013, “African
Intercommunalism 1.”

7. see MC5, February 1998, “On the internal
class structure of the internal semi-colonies,”
1998 MIM Congress Session I1.

8. General TA.C.O., 2 February 2013, “African
Inter-communalism part I1: It is easy to critisize
from the sideline but harder to struggle from the
frontline.”

9. Philip S. Foner, The Black Panthers Speak. Huey
Newton Talks to the Movement..., p. 255.

* See partial political glossary p. 23 x
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que el imperialismo Amerikano es un tigre de
papel y a nivel estratégico y de largo plazo su
muestra de fuerza es solo boxeo de sombra para
el beneficio de los que ellos desean oprimir y
subyugar; es un monstruo de concreto con pies de
arcilla y donde intenta plantar los pies, es atacado.

"Aunque re-escriban la historia, no se puede
cambiar el hecho que la lucha de liberacién nacio-
nal es la que le da tantas derrotas militares a el im-
perialismo." ("La cuestion nacionalista y partidos
vanguardias separados" en MIM Teorfa 7: Nacio-
nalismo Feminista Proletariado) Aztlan Libre! %

sQuieres leer mds en espanol?

Tenemosalgunos librosy revistas revolucionarios.
Escribenos para pedir los. En cambio por la
literatura gratuita pedimos que nos mandes
algo de trabajo. Escribenos un articulo, forma
un grupo de estudio, méndenos algin arte, lo
que puedas hacer para contribuir a la lucha
revolucionaria.

We need volunteers who can read and write
well in both English and Spanish to translate for
Under Lock & Key. A fast growing segment of
the U.$. prison population is Spanish-speaking
migrants. By translating into Spanish, you
can help ULK reach out to our imprisoned
companer@s.

Write in to put in work! jEn Lucha!




