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Fascism: Are We There Yet?
by USW11 of United Struggle from Within
November 2016

We don't support or uphold the current U.$. 
political process as a viable means for the libera-
tion of U.$. internal oppressed nations and semi-
colonies. Bourgeois politics work for the imperi-
alists and the bourgeois class. However, assessing 
the current election cycle provides a glimpse into 
the social dynamics of U.$. imperialist society. 

It allows us to gauge the level of parasitism and 
privilege that is generally characteristic of First 
Worlders. In short, we can better clarify who are 
our friends and enemies as well as determine what 
actions we need to take in order to push the na-
tional liberation struggles forward.

This presidential election season we saw very 
deliberate rhetoric that contains elements of fas-
cism. Huge numbers of Euro-Amerikans have 
shown unshakable support for Donald Trump's 
idea of how to "make amerika great again." 
Trump has made it explicitly clear that ey despis-
es Mexicans. Ey advocates for extralegal violence 
against people of color, particularly those individ-
uals who had the audacity to exercise their "right" 
to protest Trump's racist, hateful campaign. And 
Trump's view and treatment of wimmin, while 
not surprising, is a new low gender oppression. 

To put it succinctly, Trump represents more than 
working class jobs for Euro-Amerikans, who 
feel that Amerika is changing for the worse. Ey 
is offering them a vision of payback and retribu-
tion for all the perceived slights and humiliation 
that Euro-Amerikans have endured in respect to 
their place in U.$. imperialist society. Needless to 
say, a Trump presidency will have serious conse-
quences for the climate and space for organizing 
for liberation within the United $tates.

Opposing Trump was Hilary Klinton, who may 
check all the boxes for "minority" support, but 
would continue along the same path as Obama. 
Likely ey would be even more hawkish and ready 
to engage militarily to defend empire. 

MIM(Prisons) responds: The recent U.$. presi-
dential campaign had a lot of people reeling over 
whether Clinton or Trump is more of a fascist. So 
we decided to have our special election issue de-
voted to the question of fascism as MIM(Prisons) 
sees it. We don't completely agree with the author's 
analysis above, which we hope to explain further in 
this article and throughout this issue of ULK.

In order to analyze fascism, a study of 
historical materialism and dialectics is very 
helpful.(1) Capitalism is characterized by the 
contradiction between the bourgeoisie and the 
proletariat. Imperialism is an escalated form of 
capitalism, and Lenin analyzed imperialism as 
the highest stage of capitalism. So imperialism 
has the same fundamental contradiction as 
capitalism (bourgeoisie vs. proletariat), but it is 

by a contributor of MIM(Prisons)
November 2016

This 2016 election season we heard many 
people likening Trump and eir proposed policies 
to fascism. Here we look at statements and ac-
tions that ey made, identifying fascist elements, 
while also going over what else they could be. 
First, let's review what fascism is -  from MIM's 
"Definition of fascism" (which draws information 
from Dimitrov's report to the 7th world congress 
of the COMINTERN and Dutt's Fascism and So-
cial Revolution), fascism is "the open terroristic 
dictatorship of the most reactionary, most chau-
vinistic, and most imperialist elements of finance 
capital." Further, fascism is "an extreme measure 
taken by the bourgeoisie to forestall proletarian 
revolution... the conditions [which give rise to 
fascism] are: instability of capitalist relation-
ships; the existence of considerable declassed 
social elements; the pauperization of broad strata 
of the urban petit-bourgeoisie and the intelligen-

What is Fascism? Analyzing Trump Scientifically
tsia; discontent among the rural petit-bourgeoisie; 
and finally, the constant menace of mass proletar-
ian action." So basically, if the capitalists feel like 
they are going to lose their money deals, if mass 
amounts of the petit-bourgeoisie suddenly find 
themselves impoverished, and there is significant 
fear of actual proletarian revolutionary action, 
these are conditions that give rise to fascism.

With this in mind, let's look at one of Trump's 
more popular proposals – to build a wall on the 
U.$./Mexico border to physically keep people 

September 9 Day of Peace 
and Solidarity 2016 - part 2
by MIM(Prisons)
November 2016

September 9, 2016 marked the 5th annual 
United Front for Peace in Prisons (UFPP) Day 
of Peace and Solidarity. We shared some initial 
reports on events in prisons in the last issue of 
Under Lock & Key and here we include additional 
reports we've received since that publication. 

The road to building unity and united action 
against the criminal injustice system is not easy. 
We regularly hear from new comrades about the 
uphill battle involved in educating and organizing 
folks in states across the country. Sometimes the 
best we can do initially is engage in actions our-
selves, while educating others about why we are 
doing these actions. In Kentucky we heard from 
one comrade who is just starting to build: 

Continued on page 8...
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what is Under Lock & Key?

Under Lock & Key (ULK) is the voice of the anti-
imperialist movement within prisons in the United $tates. 
It serves as a forum to develop and promote agitational 
campaigns led by MIM(Prisons) and United Struggle from 
Within (USW). It is a free newsletter for prisoners in the 
United $tates, edited and published by MIM(Prisons). It is 
mostly written and illustrated by USW and United Front for 
Peace in Prisons comrades behind bars. ULK is mailed 
out every other month. 

Fighting the injustice system is just one part of the 
anti-imperialist struggle, and it is important that comrades 
not lose sight of the connections to the larger battle. For 
this reason, in addition to news about prisons and pris-
oner struggles, we also publish more general news and 
analysis important to the anti-imperialist movement. We 
welcome support and collaboration from those who are 
focused only on prison issues, but we also challenge them 
to see the importance of carrying out their work as part of 
a larger anti-imperialist strategy.

Our current battles in the United States are legally 
permitted. We encourage prisoners to join these battles 
while explicitly discouraging them from engaging in any 
violence or illegal acts. MIM(Prisons) and its publications 
explicitly oppose the use of armed struggle at this time 
in the imperialist countries (including the United States).

what is united struggle from within?

United Struggle from Within (USW) is a MIM(Prisons)-
led mass organization for U.$. prisoners and former pris-
oners. USW is explicitly anti-imperialist in leading cam-
paigns on behalf of U.$. prisoners in alliance with national 
liberation struggles in the United $tates and around the 
world. USW won’t champion struggles which are not in 
the interests of the international proletariat. It will also 
not choose one nation’s struggles over other oppressed 
nations’ struggles. USW should work independently, but 
under the guidance of MIM(Prisons), to build public opin-
ion and independent institutions of the oppressed in order 
to obtain state power independent of imperialism. Mem-
bers don’t have to agree with MIM(Prisons)’s six cardinal 
points, but they can’t consciously disagree with any of 
them. See page 12 for campaign info.

what is mim(prisons)?

The Maoist Internationalist Ministry of Prisons, or 
MIM(Prisons), is a cell of revolutionaries serving the 
oppressed masses inside U.$. prisons. We uphold the 
revolutionary communist ideology of Marxism-Leninism-
Maoism and work from the vantage point of the Third 
World proletariat.

Imperialism is the number one enemy of the majority 
of the world’s people; we cannot achieve our goal of end-
ing all oppression without overthrowing imperialism. His-
tory has shown that the imperialists will wage war before 
they will allow an end to oppression.

As revolutionary internationalists, we support the 
self-determination of all nations and peoples. We sup-
port nations which choose to delink from the imperialist 
economy, including the right of the internal semi-colonies 
to secede from the United $tates. Today, the U.$. prison 
system is a major part of the imperialist state used to pre-
vent the self-determination of oppressed nations. It is for 
this reason that we see prisoners in this country as being 
at the forefront of any anti-imperialist and revolutionary 
movement.

While our organization focuses on prisoner support, 
we believe that there is a dire need for Maoists to do 
organizing and educational work in many areas in the 
United $tates. We hope people are inspired by our ex-
ample around prisons and apply it to their own work to 

create more Maoist cells and broaden the Maoist move-
ment behind enemy lines.

MIM(Prisons) expresses general unity with all other 
groups and outbreaks against imperialism; mass move-
ments against oppression have as many forms as forms 
of power. In this spirit, we insist on telling the uncompro-
mised truth and discussing and criticizing the strategy 
and tactics of any given action. MIM(Prisons) encour-
ages everyone, communist or not, to be involved in the 
struggle against imperialism.  MIM(Prisons) distinguishes 
itself from other groups on the six points below. We con-
sider other organizations actively upholding these points 
to be fraternal.

1. communism is our goal. Communism is a society 
where no group has power over any other group.

2. dictatorship of the proletariat is necessary. In a dic-
tatorship of the proletariat the formerly exploited majority 
dictates to the minority (who promoted exploitation) how 
society is to be run. In the case of imperialist nations, 
a Joint Dictatorship of the Proletariat of the Oppressed 
Nations (JDPON) must play this role where there is no 
internal proletariat or signifi cant mass base that favors 
communism.

3. we promote a united front with all who oppose im-
perialism. The road to the JDPON over the imperialist 
nations involves uniting all who can be united against 
imperialism. We cannot fi ght imperialism and fi ght others 
who are engaged in life-and-death confl icts with imperi-
alism at the same time. Even imperialist nation classes 
can be allies in the united front under certain conditions.

4. a parasitic class dominates the first world coun-
tries. As Marx, Engels and Lenin formulated and MIM 
Thought has expanded through materialist analysis, im-
perialism extracts super-profi ts from the Third World and 
in part uses this wealth to buy off whole populations of 
so-called workers. These so-called workers bought off by 
imperialism form a new sector of the petty-bourgeoisie 
called the labor aristocracy; they are not a vehicle for 
Maoism. Those who work in the economic interests of 
the First World labor aristocracy form the mass base for 
imperialism’s tightening death-grip on the Third World.

5. new bourgeoisies will form under socialism. Mao 
led the charge to expose the bourgeoisie that developed 
within the communist party in the Soviet Union and the 
campaign to bombard the headquarters in his own coun-
try of China. Those experiences demonstrated the ne-
cessity of continuous revolution under the dictatorship of 
the proletariat. The class struggle does not end until the 
state has been abolished and communism is reached.

6. the great proletarian cultural revolution in china 
was the furthest advancement toward communism 
in history. We uphold the Soviet Union until the death 
of Stalin in 1953, followed by the People’s Republic of 
China through 1976, as the best examples of modern 
socialism in practice. The arrest of the “Gang of Four” 
in China and the rise of Krushchev in the Soviet Union 
marked the restoration of capitalism in those countries. 
Other experiments in developing socialism in the 20th 
century failed to surpass the Soviet model (i.e. Albania), 
or worse, stayed within the capitalist mode of production, 
generally due to a failure to break with the Theory of Pro-
ductive Forces.

free political books for prisoners

Our Free Political Books for Prisoners Program is a 
Serve the People (STP) program founded on the model 
of the Black Panther Party’s Breakfast for Schoolchildren 
and other STP programs, and on the basis of Mao’s em-
phasis that communists should serve the people in every-
thing we do. The purpose of the Free Books for Prisoners 
program is to help prisoners turn their time under lock 
and key into a time to develop their politics and build with 
us toward the beginnings of a more just and productive 
society. We collect and send out political, legal and his-

torical books primarily (we also have some dictionaries 
and other reference items that are useful for writers and 
jailhouse lawyers). The materials we distribute are se-
lected to help people study the conditions under which 
they are living and to turn their knowledge into political 
organizing.

We know that many of our subscribers lack fi nancial 
resources, and this should not be a barrier to educa-
tion. Because our purpose is to organize, we expect that 
comrades will exchange work for the books we send. 
You should write articles for ULK, create revolutionary 
art, form study groups with other comrades and work 
through the study group to educate and organize, share 
our literature and expand our mailing list, lead campaigns 
against local examples of oppression, or come up with 
other ways to contribute to the struggle. If you can afford 
to send donations, and if your facility rules allow, sending 
us stamps is the best way to donate. We can always use 
them to get you more books or to help other comrades 
who cannot afford to pay for their books. (Tell us if you 
want to send a check or money order so we can send 
you instructions.)

We can send you a list of specifi c titles that we cur-
rently have available, but it is better to request general 
topic areas or include substitutions because our stock is 
constantly changing. The literature list also lists prices 
for the books we send in if you want to purchase them, 
but again, lack of funds will not keep you from getting lit-
erature, but lack of political work will. We ask you to help 
us build MIM(Prisons) and United Struggle from Within 
through your own work in exchange for the books.

If you would like to receive books from MIM(Prisons)’s 
Free Books for Prisoners program, please let us know the 
subject areas you are interested in, and the work you are 
doing in exchange.

fight censorship

Under Lock & Key, MIM Theory, study materials, 
letters, and even books like dictionaries have been cen-
sored by the state, especially ever since MIM began 
organizing on behalf of prisoners decades ago. If your 
MIM(Prisons) correspondence is censored, the fi rst thing 
you need to know is that you are not alone in struggling 
to get your mail and reading materials. You will need to 
be prepared to do the work yourself (making copies of re-
jection notices, fi ling grievances, sending copies of these 
documents to us), but we can send instructions on how 
to do this. In some cases, we can support your appeals 
with letters of our own.

These are some basic steps we recommend to ev-
eryone in prison:

1. Find out now what the prison rules say about your 
right to receive mail and reading materials. You should 
read this policy carefully and get a copy for your fi le if 
possible. You can also send us copies of the rules to post 
on our website as a resource for the public.

2. Find out what the prison’s implementation of these 
policies is like. Many times the policy looks reasonable 
on paper, but the prison staff behaves totally out of line. 
Ask around.

3. To keep our correspondence going, write to us ev-
ery 6 months. If you’re writing us regularly and are not 
getting any mail from us, there’s a problem with your mail 
delivery. Do not assume we are ignoring you.

4. If your correspondence with us is censored, it is 
very important that you keep copies of all the paperwork, 
(rejection notices, grievances, etc.) and send us copies 
of these as well. Often this is the only way we fi nd out 
that our mail has been censored. Once we know of the 
censorship, we can work with you to fi ght it.
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united front for peace in prisons-
statement of principles

The basis of any real unity comes from an agreement 
on certain key ideas. This statement does not grant au-
thority to any party over any other party. We are mutually 
accountable to each other to uphold these points in order 
to remain active participants in this united front.

peace: WE organize to end the needless con-
fl icts and violence within the U.$. prison environment. 
The oppressors use divide and conquer strategies so 
that we fi ght each other instead of them. We will stand 
together and defend ourselves from oppression.

unity: WE strive to unite with those facing the 
same struggles as us for our common interests. To main-
tain unity we have to keep an open line of networking 
and communication, and ensure we address any situa-
tion with true facts. This is needed because of how the 
pigs utilize tactics such as rumors, snitches and fake 
communications to divide and keep division among the 
oppressed. The pigs see the end of their control within 
our unity.

growth: WE recognize the importance of edu-
cation and freedom to grow in order to build real unity. We 
support members within our organization who leave and 
embrace other political organizations and concepts that 
are within the anti-imperialist struggle. Everyone should 
get in where they fi t in. Similarly, we recognize the right of 
comrades to leave our organization if we fail to live up to 
the principles and purpose of the United Front for Peace 
in Prisons.

internationalism: WE struggle for the libera-
tion of all oppressed people. While we are often referred 
to as "minorities" in this country, and we often fi nd those 
who are in the same boat as us opposing us, our confi -
dence in achieving our mission comes from our unity with 
all oppressed nations who represent the vast majority 
globally. We cannot liberate ourselves when participating 
in the oppression of other nations.

independence: WE build our own institutions 
and programs independent of the United $tates govern-
ment and all its branches, right down to the local police, 
because this system does not serve us. By developing 
independent power through these institutions we do not 
need to compromise our goals.

how to join the united front?
Study and uphold the fi ve principles above.

Send your organization’s name and a statement of 
unity to MIM(Prisons). Your statement can explain what 
the united front principles mean to your organization, how 
they relate to your work, why they are important, etc.

Develop peace and unity between factions where 
you are at on the basis of opposing oppression of all pris-
oners and oppressed people in general.

Send reports on your progress to Under Lock & 
Key. Did you develop a peace treaty or protocol that is 
working? Send it in for others to study. Is your unity based 
on actions? Send us reports on the organizing you are 
doing.

Keep educating your members. The more educat-
ed your members are, the more unity you can develop, 
and the stronger your organization can become. Unity 
comes from the inside out. By uniting internally, we can 
better unite with others as well. Contact MIM(Prisons) if 
you need additional materials to educate your members 
in history, politics and economics.

expand spanish

If you write in Spanish or would like to translate ULK 
articles written in English into Spanish, this helps the 
development of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism among the 
Spanish-speaking peoples of the world. If you want to do 
translation, let us know. If you want to submit articles in 
Spanish, go ahead and send them in (it helps if you can 
still write your letters to MIM(Prisons) in English).

share ULK and recruit new subscribers

Let others read the literature we send you. Talk to 
potential comrades about our politics and work, and have 
them write in to get put on our mailing list. Our subscrib-
ers (you) play a vital role in the growth of our mailing list. 
Remember, a subscription is free!

administrative details

Your subscription will be active for 6 months after 
each time you write to us. If we do not hear from you 
for 6 months, you will be automatically removed from the 
mailing list. We recommend writing to us regularly so you 
don’t lose track of when to update your subscription.

For people outside of prison, all issues of ULK, plus 
additional reports from within U.$. prisons, are available 
on the website www.prisoncensorship.info

your address: Please send us as detailed an ad-
dress as possible, including your full legal name, prison 
and unit name, prison ID #, street address and P.O. Box, 
city, state, and 9-digit zip code. Please check with the 
mailroom to make sure you have the correct information. 
This is essential for us to send you anything.

releases: Let us know if you are looking at a (pos-
sible) release date in the next two years. We recently 
beefed up our release support, and it includes a lot of 
set-up while you’re still locked up. Also let us know your 
expected address post-release if you have one. Even if 
it is only the address of a relative who you think will be 
in the same place for a while, this could be the difference 
between losing contact and staying in touch and politi-
cally active after you are released.

your persynal papers: Do not send us legal papers 
that pertain to your case unless you have checked with 
us fi rst. In general, we cannot do anything with your legal 
papers as we do not have the resources to get involved 
in individuals’ cases. We also cannot return them to you. 
Rather than focus on only your case, we strongly encour-
age comrades to write articles about the political implica-
tions of their situation, and work on cases that will posi-
tively impact the ability for prisoners to organize against 
imperialism and capitalism.

Please do not send us your only copies of artwork, ar-
ticles or other writings unless you are certain that you will 
not need them in the future. Comrades have requested 
that we make copies of their work and send these cop-
ies back. Doing this takes up time and money that would 
otherwise go to fi lling book requests, fi ghting censorship 
and answering letters.

other resources
parc provides a free resource guide for prisoners. 
Tell them you heard about them from MIM(Prisons):
Prison Activist Resource Center
PO Box 70447
Oakland, CA 94612
inside books projects sends free books and a resource 

guide to prisoners in Texas. 
Inside Books Projects, 12th Street Books
827 West 12th Street
Austin TX 78701
ibp.resourceguide@gmail.com

*see our partial political glossary p. 23*

(reprinted from the Maoist Internationalist Movement 
"What's Your Line" pamphlet)

"We can (and must) begin to build socialism, not 
with abstract human material, or with human material 
specially prepared by us, but with the human mate-
rial bequeathed to us by capitalism. True, it is not an 
easy matter, but no other approach to this task is seri-
ous enough to warrant discussion." V. I. Lenin, "'Left-
Wing Communism,' – An Infantile Disorder," Collected 
Works, Vol. 31, p. 50.

It is only by examining the practice of various ide-
ologies over the long run of history that one can decide 
which ideology is the most effective in promoting the end 
of oppression of oppressed groups by oppressor groups. 
In contrast, some people think it is fair to compare an ab-
stract idea with an actual movement. That is not material-
ist method. Once one allows ideas to be compared with 
actual, historical movements one has no way of stopping 
all kinds of comparisons of ideas with actual practices. 
One can only compare practices with practices.

It is intellectuals and Trotskyists who compare prac-
tices with ideas to see how good or bad the practice is. 
With this comparison, for example, it is easy to shoot 
down the practice of Stalinism with the ideas of Trotsky-
ism or the ideas of Madison and Jefferson or any idea 
for that matter. This method is not wrong because it is 
Trotskyist or Madisonian. Rather, Trotskyism is wrong 
because it uses this idealist method to criticize Stalinism 
instead of comparing Trotskyist practice with Stalinist 
practice.

In the same vein, it's not fair to compare Maoism with 
Jesus Christ in the abstract. Maybe Mao did not obey 
the 10 Commandments. But his followers have a better 
practice than the Christians when it comes to ending op-
pression.

The only time it is correct to evaluate a practice in 
relationship to an idea is within that practice. Maoists 
can determine if there are better ways to be Maoists and 
tap existing potential by discussing ideas within Maoism. 
Even then, the only proof of the validity of a new Maoist 
idea is by comparing one Maoist practice with another 
Maoist practice.

Hence MIM uses the "where's the beef" taunt to ev-
eryone else. There are an infi nity of logically consistent 
ideas ranging from professors' pet economic models to 
Hare Krishna. Only some ideas, however, have come 
with practices to end oppression. By choosing the ideol-
ogy that goes with the most historically effective practice 
of social change to end oppression, one separates one-
self from dogmatism and religion. Dogmatism may take 
the form of believing in reform no matter what; it may 
take the form of opposing dogma all the time, but in every 
case dogmatism and religion really amount to comparing 
apples and oranges, the apples being ideas and the or-
anges, practices. Dogmatists of all stripes conclude that 
oranges should be more like apples. In contrast, Marxist 
materialists just pick the best oranges.

MIM forms the following conclusions on the material-
ist method:

* In debate, we must decide when it is appropriate to 
compare practices with each other.

* Then we must decide on when it is appropriate to 
develop ideas within a practice.

(For more on materialism, how we study history, and 
how we develop our strategy, write in to our Free Books 
for Prisoners program. We have a number of study packs 
and books on this topic.)

choosing one ideology over another:
the materialist method
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on an international scale and the world is divided 
into oppressor nations and oppressed nations; it is 
also divided into exploiter countries and exploited 
countries (which are not parallel divisions). 

When the proletarian forces (the secondary 
aspect of this contradiction) grow in strength and 
overcome the bourgeois forces, then the econom-
ic system will change from capitalism to social-
ism. We saw examples of this movement towards 
socialism in the early-to-mid 20th century across 
Africa, Latin America, and most of Eurasia, with 
solid socialist states established in the Soviet 
Union and China. In response to the spread of 
socialism, the imperialists committed coup d'etats 
and backed the installation of fascist leaders in 
several countries.

We can see that the proletariat defeating the 
bourgeois oppressors is not a simple process. As 
the antagonisms between the proletariat and bour-
geoisie (and all the inherent sub-classes of these 
two groups) increase, humyn society reaches a 
fork in the road. This is called the unity of contra-
diction. Humynity will be at a crossroads between 
socialism and fascism. At this point, the second-
ary aspect (the proletariat) of the fundamental 
contradiction of capitalism may overcome the 
dominant aspect (the bourgeoisie), but if fascism 
grows in strength and popularity, this is a clue 
that the socialist and proletarian forces are losing. 
If the communists are doing a good job in their 
work, then we should see more economic systems 
turning toward socialism. If they are maintain-
ing those successes well, with cultural revolu-
tions as we saw in China under Mao Zedong in 
1966-1976, then we can expect those successes to 
evolve toward communism worldwide.

Fascism is a form of imperialism, and so this 
means fascism is a form of capitalism. Fascism is 
the final attempt for the bourgeoisie to remain the 
dominant aspect in the contradiction between the 
bourgeoisie and the proletariat. As the proletar-
ian forces become stronger, the imperialists go to 
even more extreme measures to protect their be-
loved economic system. To say we're in a fascist 
scenario now, or we're moving toward fascism, is 
to overstate the strength of the proletarian forces 
in the present day. Fascism is enhanced imperial-
ism, so it's natural that we would see some ele-
ments of our current imperialist society appearing 
more like fascism than others, even if we haven't 
moved into fascism as an overall system. 

The imperialists want to protect their eco-
nomic interests, but actually any imperialist who's 
good at eir job is a bourgeois internationalist and 
would put off moves toward fascism until abso-
lutely necessary. It's a more difficult system for 
the imperialists to maintain. The mass base that 
historically pushes for fascism the most, to protect 
their own material interests, is the labor aristoc-
racy. Living in the United $tates, surrounded by 
labor aristocrats, our primary task as communists 
in the First World is to combat labor aristocracy 
denial. The more that people believe themselves 
to be oppressed by "corporate capitalism," when 
actually they are benefiting immensely just from 

living within these borders, the 
harder it will be for us to fend 
off fascism. 

One of the myths of fas-
cism is that average Ameri-
kans would suffer under it. 
That's not actually the case 
– average Amerikkans would 
benefit from fascism just as 
they benefit from imperialism. 
It might be a little less conve-
nient to consume than we do to-
day, and some liberal privileges 
may be curbed for the "greater 
good," but the wealth acquired by 
the labor aristocrats would still 
be an extractive process; extract-
ed from the Third World where 
the United $tates already exercises a 
much higher level of imperialist bru-
tality more closely resembling fascism 
than what is experienced in this country.

So how does Trump v. Clinton fit into 
this dialectical analysis?

Capitalism is characterized by a class con-
tradiction (bourgeoisie vs. proletariat), yet the 
principal contradiction is nation. So a lot of this 
question of how the U.$. presidential race fits into 
the question of fascist development in the United 
$tates rests on how the national contradictions in-
teract with class contradictions.

Except for a very small minority, on the whole 
people in the First World are aligned with the 
bourgeoisie. And this includes oppressed-nation 
internal semi-colonies. Even organizing among 
the oppressed-nation lumpen, one of the most op-
pressed groups in U.$. society, we still see a lot of 
loyalty to empire. 

While this election itself was not much dif-
ferent than other elections, Trump's rhetoric in-
creases antagonisms along national and gender 
lines, which encourages the openness of these 
sentiments in general society. Male and white 
chauvinisms already belong to capitalism and im-
perialism, so an increase in these sentiments aren't 
necessarily a move toward increased fascism. In 
this case, Trump's sexism is just a fluctuation 
within the realm of imperialism.

Clinton's election rhetoric (not to be confused 
with eir practice) was not as antagonistic on nation-
al or gender lines. Eir political practice is of course 
different than eir rhetoric (as with any politician for 
as far back as this responder has studied). Clinton 
and Sanders are more avid supporters of the labor 
aristocracy's interests than Trump. Clinton and 
Sanders favor a $15/hour minimum wage, union 
organizing, etc., where Trump wants to gut worker 
protections in favor of the capitalists.

Trump's rhetoric is not bourgeois internation-
alist. Ey promotes an "isolationist" position, mean-
ing ey wants the United $tates to isolate itself from 
the rest of the world. (In practice it is unlikely that 
the Republican party would actually carry out iso-

lationism at this point in time as imperialist profits 
come from internationalist plunder.) Trump doesn't 
support the TPP or NAFTA, whereas Clinton is 
more of a bourgeois internationalist who does 
support NAFTA and did support the TPP until it 
became inopportune for eir campaign. Clinton has 
more of a geopolitical interest in eir presidency. 
Trump panders to Amerikkkans' national interests. 
Ey doesn't pander to the imperialists. Clinton pan-
ders to both the U.$. labor aristocracy and imperi-
alists' economic interests.

National contradiction and fascism
How do the national contradictions within the 

United $tates interact with the international class 
contradiction (proletariat vs. bourgeoisie)? In 
other words, we know the Amerikkkan labor ar-
istocracy is pro-fascist in its core, but how would 
the oppressed nation internal semi-colonies fare? 

If Trump's leadership increases antagonisms 
between the oppressor nation (Amerikkka) and 
the oppressed internal semi-colonies, then that 
would be reversing a lot of the assimilation that 
has been so important since the 1970s in quelling 
legitimate uprising of the people in this country. 
This may be why the republiklans were apprehen-
sive of supporting Trump. They remember (if not 
persynally then at least historically) how impor-
tant this assimilation has been to maintain their 
nation's political power. They don't want Trump 
to disrupt that stability. 

If Trump's rhetoric is dividing the labor 
aristocracy (along national lines), undermining 
the integration that helped Amerikkka keep power 
coming out of the 1960s, this is likely actually 
bad for the bourgeoisie and bad for capitalism. It 
reduces the amount of support that the imperialists 
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might enjoy in hard times, because Trump alienates 
the oppressed-nation bourgeois-affiliated classes.

With more racism, there would be more na-
tional oppression, and the oppressed-nation bour-
geois classes would likely become targets of the 
fascist elements. This would align the oppressed 
nation internal semi-colonies more with Third 
World struggles. The bourgeoisie doesn't want to 
make more enemies unless it has to, especially 
domestically. So this question of "what about the 
oppressed nation labor aristocracy?" is parallel 
to the question of integration and assimilation 
that we deal with every day in our work already. 
We see lots of integration but we also see lots of 
national oppression. It's hard to predict how the 
oppressed nations would fare under U.$. fascism, 

from crossing over into so-called United $tates 
territory. Trump believes immigrants from Mex-
ico impose a threat to the job economy of the 
amerikkkan labor aristocracy, and also that they 
are not amerikkkans and don’t belong here. Fol-
lowing the guidelines laid out above, the building 
of a wall could fall into a reactionary action taken 
to counteract the threat to the labor aristocracy; 
keeping the amerikkkan "working class" safe and 
happy to prevent discontent and ensure that there is 
no declassing or pauperization. However, it's more 
accurate to consider the idea of a border wall to 
fall under extreme racism and isolationism than 
fascism. Trump claims that amerikkkan people are 
better at making money and working than those 
who might come over from Mexico, and ey wishes 
to keep things contained within eir own walls than 
to bring in people from the outside. A similar ex-
ample of Trump's isolationism can be found in eir 
ideas to keep production and trade local rather than 
global. Ey believes that trade with other countries 
is stealing jobs from people here, and that people 
here can do it better anyway. A more fascist way 
of handling this would be to allow trade with other 
countries as long as it proved opportunistic and 
beneficial (which it does for the U.$. financially).

Next, we can look at Trump's ideas about 
"destroying radical Islamic terrorist groups." To 
make such a statement is highly chauvinistic and 
reactionary, though it is not in response to some-
thing ey believes could topple the government. 
It is more of a show of force both internally and 
externally. Again, here we see extreme racism 
–Trump is further bolstering the "us vs. them" 
mentality that is already prevalent in much of 
amerikkkan society, identifying a group of people 
as the other or bad, and rallying people around 
that idea. A more fascist example of a similar act 
is the raids, arrests and murders committed by 
the pigs towards the Black Panther Party (BPP) 
and other revolutionary nationalist groups in the 
1960s and 70s. The BPP was a highly organized 
group with significant popular support among the 
New Afrikan nation and it was enough of a threat 
of revolutionary action to warrant direct reaction. 
The imperialists felt enough pressure from the 

by Wiawimawo of MIM(Prisons)
November 2016

"The imperialists export fascism to many 
Third World countries via puppet governments. 
And imperialist countries can turn to fascism 
themselves. But it is important to note that there 
is no third choice for independent fascism in the 
world: they are either imperialist or imperialist-
puppets. Germany, Spain, Italy and Japan had 
all reached the banking stage of capitalism and 
had a real basis for thinking they could take over 
colonies from the British and French. ... The 
vast majority of the world's fascist-ruled coun-
tries have been U.$. puppets." -- MIM Congress, 
"Osama Bin Laden and the Concept of 'Theocrat-
ic Fascism'", 2004

What MIM wrote about Osama Bin Laden in 
2004 is just as true for the Islamic State today. 
Those who call the Islamic State fascist use an un-
sophisticated definition of fascism that may mean 
anything from "bad" to "undemocratic" to anti-
United $tates. But the idea that it is in the Third 

The Strategic Significance of Defining Fascism...Continued from page 1 ...Trump

World where we find fascism today is correct.

Much funding for the Islamic State has come 
from rich Saudis. For this, and other reasons, 
many people have tried to put the fascist label 
on the obscurantist monarchy of Saudi Arabia. 
Despite having almost the same per capita GDP 
(PPP) as the United $tates, it is by geological luck 
(oil) and not the development of imperialist fi-
nance capital that Saudis enjoy such fortune. 

A word often associated with fascism is geno-
cide. More recently Saudi Arabia is getting some 
"fascist" rhetoric thrown at it from the Russian 
camp for its war on Yemen. What is currently 
happening in Yemen is nothing less than geno-
cide. A recent analysis by the Yemen Data Proj-
ect showed that more than a third of the "Saudi" 
bombings in that country have targeted schools, 
hospitals, mosques and other civilian infrastruc-
ture.(1) We put "Saudi" in quotes here because the 
war to maintain the puppet government in Yemen 
is completely supplied by the imperialists of the 
U.$., UK and Klanada, along with U.$. intelligence 
and logistical support. The United $tates has been 
involved in bombing Yemen for over a decade, so it 
is a propaganda campaign by the U.$. media to call 
it the "Saudi-led coalition." In October 2016, the 
United $tates bombed Yemen from U.$. warships 
that had long been stationed just offshore, leaving 
little doubt of their role in this war. A war that has 
left 370,000 children at risk of severe malnutrition, 
and 7 million people "desperately in need of food," 
according to UNICEF.(2)

This is another example where we see con-
fusion around the definition of fascism feeds 
anti-Islamic, rather than anti-Amerikan, lines of 
thinking, despite the majority of victims in this 
war being proletarian Muslims in a country where 
40% of the people live on less than $2 a day.

In countries where the imperialists haven't 
been able to install a puppet government, they 
use other regional allies to act as the bad guy, 

but at least some classes, and likely some entire 
nations, will be subject to fascist oppression.

In reality today we see the strongest expres-
sion of fascism in Third World countries where 
the United $tates supports or actively installs 
dictators to put down popular uprisings. A good 
example of this would be the Pinochet dictator-
ship in Chile, which was brought to power by a 
U.$.-backed coup in 1973 after the popularly 
elected government led by Salvador Allende be-
gan implementing too many anti-imperialist poli-
cies. Pinochet's government banned all leftist or-
ganizations and arrested, murdered, tortured and 
disappeared tens of thousands of Chilean people 
who expressed or acted on disagreement with this 
imperialist-backed fascist dictatorship. There are 
similar examples in other countries around the 
world where activists, especially communist or-

ganizations, gain significant footholds and Ameri-
kan imperialism then steps in to help fascist gov-
ernments come to power to suppress this popular 
uprising that threatens imperialist profits.

People who rally around anti-fascism but 
not anti-imperialism will do little to liberate op-
pressed people in the United $tates or around the 
world. Capitalism is the economic system that 
makes exploitation and oppression possible, and 
we need to oppose all forms of capitalism, wheth-
er in its highest stage or on steroids.

Note:
1. MIM(Prisons) distributes several essays on the topic 
of historical and dialectical materialism from Marx, 
Engels, Lenin, Stalin, and Mao. We also run a corre-
spondence study group that studies the essay "On Con-
tradiction" by Mao Zedong, which looks in-depth about 
how all contradictions interact with each other, and how 
history and societies develop.

BPP to publicly act outside of their established 
laws to counteract that pressure, though much 
public opinion was on the BPP’s side. The attacks 
against nations that are primarily Islamic is im-
perialist aggression that has been the war cry of 
Amerikan imperialists for years now.

The biggest thing to take away from this is the 
understanding that Trump's actions are often not 
fascist because they do not need to be. Ey is not 
facing any of the triggers mentioned in MIM's 
"Definition of fascism" at the moment. There is 
no internal revolution rising, nor is there fear of 
pauperization of the bourgeoisie. Trump for the 
most part is what we would call an imperialist, as 
ey seeks to systematically and internationally op-
press some groups whilst bolstering others. That 
being said, based on Trump's statements and ac-
tions, if Amerikan capitalism was truly threatened 
by the oppressed internal nations, Trump's open 
chauvinism would easily transition to far heavier 
fascist tendencies.



Maoist Internationalist Ministry of Prisons6

Hearing Voices
by Auntie Bellum of USW
October 2016

The deeply appreciated efforts of MIM inspire 
me to see with a different view the same circum-
stances. Let's look at the current election:

Both candidates have an utterly failed plat-
form. The Amerikkkan elections are about 
Amerikkkan hegemony; keeping Amerikkka the 
richest and most militant/violent nation on earth.

There is no revolutionary voice or worthy 
candidate. Have we heard anyone say "All the 
wealth of the world belongs to all the people of 
the world?" That's the revolutionary voice.

Have we heard any candidate say "The goal of 
humynity, including politics, is to solve the prob-
lems of hunger, lack of shelter, cure diseases and 
end oppression across the globe. Politics is NOT 
meant to exploit people beyond national borders or 
to see that we have 'more and better.'" If you heard 
such a speech you heard a revolutionary voice.

Have you heard a candidate say "This is my 
plan to assist other nations to work in harmony 
with us to end world hunger, child mortality, lack 
of medicine and education, and dire poverty. 
Some candidates speak of the upper 1%, but I'm 
here to tell you that if you live in the United $tates 
you are the upper 13%. It's past time for us to see 
all people as our family. The Haitian in the slum 
is your sister, my sister. The Nepalese man living 
in the street is our father. The infant who died in 

Bangladesh from a treatable fever is our daughter, 
yes, one of us humyns."

When you hear that voice, then vote. Until 
then, ignore the candidates and work together for 
the day when your political power comes from the 
barrel of a gun.

MIM(Prisons) responds: This comrade nicely 
summarizes where our priorities should be as 
world citizens: focused on ending oppression 
for people suffering under imperialism around 
the world. We know that the capitalists will not 
peacefully give up the power they use to gener-
ate great wealth from the majority of the world's 
people. In fact, even after a communist revolution 
that seizes the government for the interests of the 
world's oppressed, we can expect that the former 
bourgeoisie, and even some new bourgeois re-
cruits, will attempt to take back their wealth and 
power and they will need to be kept down with 
force until they can be re-integrated as productive 
members of society. 

We call this phase of the revolution the Dicta-
torship of the Proletariat because it still involves a 
government with power over people, but that gov-
ernment is acting in the interests of the proletariat, 
unlike our current government which is really a Dic-
tatorship of the Bourgeoisie. There will be a long 
period of socialism while we remould society and 
our culture to educate people in treating others hu-
manely and working for the greater good rather than 
for individual gain at the expense of others. During 
this process we can expect to see a new bourgeoisie 
attempt to take power from the proletariat, as their 
goal and culture will not disappear overnight. 

We learn much from look-
ing at the histories of the Soviet 
Union and China under social-
ism, both about this bourgeois 
counterrevolution and the cultur-
al revolutions necessary to build 
towards communism. In imperi-
alist elections we recognize that 
changing the face of the govern-
ment doesn't change the dictator-
ship of the bourgeoisie, and we 
insist on overthrowing this dicta-
torship rather than adjusting the 
makeup hiding its evil face.

Update from Lucasville
by an Ohio prisoner
August 2016

We sent you a Certifi ed letter stating that the Lucasville hunger strike 
began 5 July 2016. Here's an update on the Lucasville hunger strike. I 
was the last comrade to terminate the strike, out of 20 comrades. There 
were 7 who were successful. These comrades have been sent back to 
general population. The issue of the practice of excessive solitary con-
fi nement is still an issue at Southern Ohio Correctional Facility.

Brothers who spend lots of time in solitary confi nement are subjected 
to the worst form of psychological abuse which can affect a person long 
after he or she has been released into society. The Warden claims that 
changes in Lucasville are in progress. My strike ended on 25 August 

Bernie Sanders on borders and internationalism.

Deadly Heat Victory in 
Louisiana
by a Louisiana prisoner
October 2016

To all comrades within the jurisdiction of the 
fi fth circuit, there has been a victory ordering 
prison offi cials to maintain the temperature (heat 
index!) at or below 88 degrees in Angola's death 
row buildings. We have also fi led to have our 
buildings cooled. The court has in so many words 
said that each prison must fi le separately in order 
to obtain relief.

Please read the case: Elzie Ball, et al. v. James 
M. Leblanc, et al. U.$. District Court for the 
Middle district of Louisiana, 988 F. Supp. 2d 639; 
2013 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 178557 Civil Action No.: 
13-00368-BAJ-SCR. This is on order from Ball 
v. Leblanc, 792 F.3d 584, 2015 U.S. App. LEXIS 
11769 (5th Cir. La. 2015).

It is important to note that the heat index is 
always much higher than the actual temperature. 
Let us have the courts order the pigs to cool us off, 
while they are heated up by having to spend $$ 
from a strained budget; who likes bacon!!!

MIM(Prisons) responds: This writer is follow-
ing up on the battle comrades have been waging 
against some seriously dangerous conditions in 
Louisiana prisons. There was a hunger strike in 
July to protest the deadly heat. Another comrade 
reported on deaths and threats to prisoners at-
tempting to expose the conditions:

"On the date of 12 June 2016 an offender by 
the name of Lawrence Goodeau committed sui-
cide due to the confi nement and heat issue being 
so harsh. Upon David Wade authorities doing 
their investigation they made multiple threats 
to offenders after their investigation about them 
letting investigators know about the confi nement 
and heat issue that we are currently in court for. 
There have been other deaths here at David Wade 
at the hands of authority that have been swept un-
der the rug multiple times.

"At this point in time David Wade is under in-
vestigation for the cruel and unusual punishment 
by the Dept. of Corrections and other sources 
behind all of the violations by authority of Da-
vid Wade. Right now offenders are at risk of a 
heatstroke because of the heat issue. The head 
Warden, Jerry Goodwin, who is now the regional 
Warden, has totally disregarded these issues as 
well."

Another comrade wrote to us recently about 
conditions at David Wade in the control units, re-
ported on above.

It's clear that conditions in Louisiana prisons 
are dangerous on many levels. The heat problem 
is serious and we applaud these comrades for 
their success in this battle. They demonstrate the 
value of taking on the criminal injustice system 
through various channels: legal battles can some-
times (rarely) be won, but protests behind bars 
and on the streets will always help with these 
fi ghts. These comrades also demonstrate another 

important practice: using 
these battles to educate 
others. Several Louisiana 
prisoners have been writing 
to Under Lock & Key with 
these regular updates on the 
struggle, using their work 
to expose the criminal in-
justice system and as a tool 
of education behind bars. 
We can use these battles to 
build unity and educate oth-
ers on the systematic nature 
of imperialist oppression 
and the use of prisons as 
tools of social control.

Continued on next page..
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the arm of imperialism. It is an extension of neo-
colonialism that leads to inter-proletarian conflict 
between countries. We see this with Uganda and 
Rwanda in central Africa, where another genocide 
has been ongoing for 2 decades. While Uganda 
and Rwanda have their own regional interests, 
like Saudi Arabia, they are given the freedom 
to pursue them by U.$. sponsorship. And we are 
not anti-Ugandan, because Uganda is a proletar-
ian country with an interest in throwing out im-
perialist puppets. Even Saudi Arabia, which we 
might not be able to find much of an indigenous 
proletariat in, could play a progressive role under 
bourgeois nationalist leadership that allied with 
the rest of the Arab world, and even with Iran. 

Sometimes fascism is used as a synonym 
for police state. Many in the United $tates have 
looked to the war on drugs, the occupation of the 
ghettos, barrios and reservations, gang injunc-
tions and the massive criminal injustice system 
and talked about rising fascism. We agree that 
these are some of the most fascistic elements of 
our society. But many of those same people will 
never talk about U.$. imperialism, especially in-
ternal imperialism. This leads to a focus on civil 
liberties and no discussion of national liberation; 
a reformist, petty bourgeois politic. 

If we look at the new president in the Phil-
ippines, we see a more extreme form of re-
pression against drug dealers of that coun-
try. If the U.$. injustice system is fascist, 
certainly the open call for assassinating 
drug dealers in the street would be. But 
these are just tactics, they do not de-
fine the system. And if we look at the 
system in the Philippines, the second 
biggest headlines (after eir notorious 
anti-drug-dealer rhetoric) that Presi-
dent Duterte is getting is for pushing 
out U.$. military bases. This would be 
a huge win for the Filipino people who 
have been risking their lives (under real 
fascist dictatorships backed by the United 
$tates like Marcos) to protest U.$. military 
on their land. This is objectively anti-impe-
rialist. Even if Duterte turns towards China, as 
long as U.$. imperialism remains the number one 
threat to peace and well-being in the world, as it 
has been for over half a century, this is good for 
the masses of the oppressed nations.

The importance of the united front against fas-
cism during World War II, which was an alliance 
between proletariat and imperialist forces, was to 
point out the number one enemy. While we don't 
echo the Black Panther Party’s rhetoric around 
"fascism," they were strategically correct to focus 
their attack on the United $tates in their own Unit-
ed Front Against Fascism in 1969. And it was rea-
sonable to expect that the United $tates might turn 
fascist in face of what was a very popular anti-
imperialist movement at home and abroad. What 
dialectics teaches us is the importance of finding 
the principal contradiction, which we should fo-
cus our energy on in order to change things. With-
out a major inter-imperialist rivalry, talking about 
fascism in a Marxist sense is merely to expose the 

by a Louisiana prisoner
October 2016

This is a plea for help from all prisoners 
housed in Louisiana at David Wade located in 
Homer. This plea is for advocacy against the cru-
el and unusual conditions. No one in their right 
mind should let this suffering and these inhumane 
living conditions go on. The unconstitutionally 
tortuous conditions need to be stopped. This is 
solitary torture.

We have been fighting with hunger strikes and 
cutting ourselves trying to make DOC make some 
changes here in our living conditions. We also 
have over 10 of us in court on all the confinement 
issues in the 19th District Court in BR. LA Case 
#647-104. We are trying to make this a class ac-
tion but we need counsel representatives to help 
and to make our voice heard outside these walls.

All prisoners are housed in their cells 24-7 and 
get only one hour outside a week. All cells are ap-
prox. 8x7’ which does not meet ACA standards of 
sixty-four square feet of unencumbered space for 
prisoners.

...Continued from page 5 Oppressive Conditions in Louisiana Control Units
Many studies have been conducted showing 

these conditions to cause extreme psychological 
stress and trauma due to prolonged isolation peri-
ods. There has been much activism done in sever-
al states about the conditions of confinement. But 
not here in Louisiana where Albert Woodfox did 
46 years at this jail in one cell, and he won a court 
case on the confinement issue but not a thing has 
changed here.

It is past due for Louisiana to be recognized 
for oppressive and tortuous conditions imposed 
upon prisoners in this state. I would like to point 
out some significant differences between Louisi-
ana and other states. Besides the similarities of 
torture and indefinite time done by prisoners, with 
no determinate criteria or programs for release or 
to get out of lock-down, we are living in far worse 
conditions. We do not have TVs or radios, nor ac-
cess to any educational programming, etc. We are 
limited to three books, and we endure eighteen 
hours of continuous bright light in the cells every-
day, no exceptions!

We must endure the elements of both cold 
and heat, with temperatures often times reaching 
triple digits. We are not provided any ice, and are 
forced to wear a heavy linen jumpsuit from 5am 
to 4pm. 

All prisoners suffer the effects of the 
chemical agents that are used on us on 

a daily basis. Many prisoners are also 
placed on “strip cell” in a thin see-
through paper gown for thirty-day pe-
riods. During the winter months this is 
beyond torture. 

These are only a few of the many 

atrocities of the dominant imperialist power com-
mitted against the oppressed nations.

Rather than looking for strategic shifts in the 
finance capitalist class, most people just call the 
bad sides of imperialism "fascism." In doing so 
they deny that imperialism has killed more people 
than any other economic system, even if we ex-
clude fascist imperialism. These people gloss over 
imperialism's very existence. But MIM(Prisons) 
keeps our eye on the prize of overthrowing impe-
rialism, principally U.$. imperialism, to serve the 
interests of the oppressed people of the world.

Notes:
1. Ewen MacAskill and Paul Torpey, One in three Saudi 
air raids on Yemen hit civilian sites, data shows, The 
Guardian, 16 September 2016.
2. Lin Taylor, More than one million children starve as Ye-
men war rages: U.N. agencies, Reuters, 28 October 2016.

2016. If the Warden doesn't work to end the 
torture and abuse at Lucasville, we will start the 

hunger strike again. Thanks for printing this. We 
need your support.

- Comrade, SOCF hunger strike 7-5-16 to 8-25-16

MIM(Prisons) responds: We thank this comrade 
for keeping us informed on the status of the hun-
ger strikes and the immediate results. It will take 
a long concerted effort to end abuses in prisons, 
and we believe it will also take changing the eco-
nomic system we live under. We commend these 
comrades for their resolve to go on strike again if 
needed. We also encourage them to educate oth-
ers on the history of this struggle and how it fits 
into the struggle against injustices worldwide, 
and try to get them involved. Only through long-
term organizing, building and fighting, will we be 
able to take down the system of imperialism and 
replace it with a system that serves the majority 
of the world's people. At that point we will have 
the power to eliminate oppressive structures that 
reinforce capitalism, like the criminal injustice 
system and its many tools of social control.
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On Prisons & Prisoners
MIM(Prisons) seeks to build public opinion against Amerika’s criminal  injustice system, and 
to eventually replace the bourgeois injustice system with proletarian justice. The bourgeois 
injustice system imprisons and executes a disproportionately large and growing number of 
oppressed people while letting the biggest mass murderers – the imperialists and their lack-
eys – roam free. Imperialism is not opposed to murder or theft. It only insists that these crimes 
be committed in the interests of the bourgeoisie.

All U.$. citizens are criminals – accomplices and accessories to the crimes of U.$. oppression 
globally until the day U.$. imperialism is overcome. All U.$. citizens should start from the point 
of view that they are reforming criminals.

MIM(Prisons) does not advocate that all prisoners go free today; we have a more effective 
program for fighting crime as was demonstrated in China prior to the restoration of capitalism 
there in 1976. We say that all prisoners are political prisoners because under the dictatorship 
of the bourgeoisie, all imprisonment is substantively political. It is our responsibility to exert 
revolutionary leadership and conduct political agitation and organization among prisoners – 
whose material conditions make them an overwhelmingly revolutionary group. Some prison-
ers should and will work on self-criticism under a future dictatorship of the proletariat in those 
cases in which prisoners really did do something wrong by proletarian standards. 

Continued on next page...

...Continued from page 1 ...Sept 9
"During the Sept 9th demo I went on a food 

strike. I didn't eat from Sept 6th thru Sept 10th. 
I am trying to collect all accurate, fact-based 
materials on Attica and other prison uprisings in 
Kentucky and the world." 

As we start to build unity it's important to keep 
educating ourselves, and then sharing that educa-
tion with others. A comrade in Arkansas wrote 
about eir work in this regard: 

"I'm writing in hopes to receive material to 
help myself and a fellow prisoner join the move-
ment and fight back against these pigs! My politi-
cal level is low and I don't want to keep falling 
victim because of my lack of knowledge. Please 
send me information to start on. I tried to get 
people to unite on Sept 9th but most everyone is 
content to stay slaves. I know as I grow in knowl-
edge I'll be able to use my skills to motivate peo-
ple to see through this fog they have us in." 

Even experienced organizers will face set-
backs. We heard from a Nation of Gods and 
Earths (NOGE) organizer in California about eir 
struggles to build unity around the Agreement to 
End Hostilities (AEH) at Kern Valley this Sep-
tember 9:

"Organizing and forming the rightly guided 
alliances on SNY [Special Needs Yard] facilities 
is extremely difficult to do when lumpen organi-
zations as well as potential comrades are into 
putting individual works in. Papers are submitted 
to be put on a grade scale. The fact that Legion 
is a single-celled organism shows and proves 
that the LO and proletariat are not studying the 
material given. Control, sanity and awareness is 
a matter of vantage when looking at the goals. 
Some comrades aren't ready to move beyond milk 
from the breast.

"Prime example last year the Gods did AEH 
to build the builders strong at Kern Valley State 
Penitentiary. The 2nd year with more bodies was 
thwarted by personal ambitions of a group of 
parasites who don't understand UFPP or USW 
[United Struggle from Within] goals. Organiz-

ing is painstaking and the devil is in the details. 
As God Body we have to start from square one 
all the way right. Then and only then can one do 
what's left."

Fortunately, with all the hard work put in we 
also hear some inspiring stories of success like 
this one from Tehachapi in California:

"I'm writing you this brief report on what i've 
done during the month of 9 September 2016. To 
commemorate the 5th annual Day of Peace and 
Solidarity here I put together a few articles on 
Weusi Agosti (Black August), regarding signifi-
cant events on how and why Weusi Agosti came 
into being.

"So, this 5th annual Day of Peace and Soli-
darity, we work to build unity in these prisons to 
ensure no more violence that has consumed so 
many lives. And also, we commemorate those 
who stood up against those violent forces and 
sacrificed their very lives. 

"I am more than happy to report that there 
was no prisoner-on-prisoner violence whatso-
ever the whole month. And continuing the pris-
oner unity and peace here came out of organizing 
these articles and the conversations I held with 
these youths. They overstand."

Further successes were reported in Califor-
nia and Michigan in the last issue of ULK and in 
South Carolina and Virginia in the two articles on 
this page. It's a long road to fight the divisions 
set up by the criminal injustice system and build 
unity between populations that Amerikan imperi-
alism does its best to keep divided. But all change 
takes place in small quantitative ways at first, 
leading to big qualitative changes as conditions 
develop and all that history of building really pays 
off. Our strategic confidence comes from organiz-
ing around what we know is in the interests of 
the oppressed. At some point the subjective forces 
against imperialism, including the vast U.$. pris-
on system, will rise to be the dominant force. It is 
our job to study, build and get organized so that 
we are ready to seize the time. 

September 9th Setback 
Leads to Unity Building
by a South Carolina prisoner
October 2016

Within the last six months at this institution 
there has been at least one riot in the unit where 
I was housed, and several assaults by officers 
upon prisoners, which resulted in officers getting 
stabbed and/or beat up.

This particular institution has a long history 
of racism, oppression, and repression directed to-
wards Blacks. In the past, it was basically one-sid-
ed, as far as the violence - only officers assaulting 
prisoners. However, that dynamic has changed 
drastically. 

Needless to say, these people have been ship-
ping prisoners to different institutions throughout 
the state. I  haven't been shipped, but I've been 
moved a couple of times. 

A little over a week ago there was almost a 
lumpen-on-lumpen situation, but some of the el-
ders were able to obtain peace, since that particu-
lar situation I made it my personal responsibility 
to hold some classes to help educate these youth-
ful lumpen on what it means to have unity.

I am also sad to inform you that on September 
9th (our Day of Peace & Solidarity) there were 
several prisoners who stabbed each other up - 
thankfully none of them were killed. Since then, 
we have been mending the different fractures that 
exist among the lumpen organizations here; we've 
been using the ULK newsletters as tools to teach, 
educate, and unite the various groups. 

MIM(Prisons) adds: This was one of a couple 
disturbances that occurred in South Carolina on 
or around September 9th that were not actually 
part of either of the major countrywide organizing 
efforts made for that day. This goes to show how 
hostile conditions in the state are. We commend 
this comrade for making the most of the difficult 
situation. It is in times of strife that change can 
often come.

Sept 9: Virginia Comrades 
Meet, Study, Discuss, Build
by a Virginia prisoner
September 2016

On Sept 9th, we open, as usual, upon the Unit-
ed Front for Peace in Prisons Statement of Prin-
ciples.(see p. 3) Our comrade did spoken word: 
"Frustrated" and "Black Angel" (our comrade is 
working on a CD of spoken word). 

Another comrade spoke on revolutionary 
consciousness – what it means, how it applies to 
us and our conditions (open discussion). A third 
comrade introduced the ten point agenda (we re-
cently sent you a copy of the 10 point agenda). We 
are ready to accept responsibility/accountability 
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study to grow and win!

by a Virginia prisoner
September 2016

Greetings Comrades! We, the study group here 
at Sussex I State Prison, submits our Ten Point 
Agenda, after organizing around the United Front 
for Peace in Prisons Statement of Principles. After 
weeks of meeting, discussing our needs to organize 
(orderly and peacefully), agreeing on statement 
of principles, and the ideas/ideals presented by 
MIM(Prisons), we've gained verbal organizational 
agreements, to work to rid ourselves of violence, 
destructive behaviors, engage in revolutionary 
ideas/ideals and work for greater good: Peace, Uni-
ty, Growth, Internationalism, and Independence.

We've deputized coordinators, in duties not 
names, of: Finance/Business, Education, Arts & 
Culture, collecting donations, and using ULK and 
like materials to be teaching/educational tools. 
We've identified areas we can work on, and need 
improvements. Collectively, we will move to ad-
dress these concerns. Our first step: educate the 
captives of our disadvantages, empower them 
with measures we can use to confront these disad-
vantages (including holding each of us account-
able), complete, collect and mail in request forms, 

Broad Participation in 
September 9 FAM Strike
by MIM(Prisons)
October 2016

In 2016, actions on and around the 45th an-
niversary of the historic Attica prison uprising 
were the most widespread we've seen. For the 
last five years, September 9 has been a day when 
comrades in the United Front for Peace in Prisons 
(UFPP) come together to commemorate Attica by 
fasting, striking, studying and building peace and 
unity for the anti-imperialist movement. The UFPP 
was initiated by a number of prison-based lumpen 
organizations across the United $nakes in 2011, 
with dozens of organizations and cells signing on 
to the statement since then. This year's activity was 
so great because another protest was also under-
way on September 9th in prisons across the United 
$tates. This one, initiated by the Free Alabama 
Movement (FAM) and promoted by the Incarcer-
ated Workers Organizing Committee (IWOC), a 
project of the Industrial Workers of the World, af-
fected at least 57,000 prisoners in 31 prisons where 
lockdowns or strikes lasted at least 24 hours.(1)

All of this comes on the heels of a summer in 
which we reported on the hunger strikes in Wis-
consin, Ohio and Louisiana calling for an end to 
the torturous practice of long-term solitary con-
finement. In addition, a North Carolina hunger 
strike gained some concessions around mail cen-
sorship. These impressive displays of unity and 
activism are a good sign for the prison movement. 

Events this September 2016 have been his-
toric in themselves. As we continue our reporting 
on the Day of Peace and Solidarity, here we will 
highlight some of the events not led by UFPP sig-
natories. The work strike and peaceful protest at 
Kinross Correctional Facility in Michigan was the 
largest incident the Michigan Department of Cor-
rections has seen since 1981.(2) We had received 
a report from Hiawatha Correctional Facility in 
Michigan, which was also locked down on 9 Sep-
tember, though there were no actions there:

"Ever since 9am we have been on a lockdown. 
The comrades in Level II [most of the prisoners] in 
Kinross have done a protest because of the living 
conditions, the food, and no fans and heat, and this 
actually started on September 9. Prisoners walked 
out of their job assignments, so the unsecured Lev-
el I prisoners who work in the kitchen served the 
Level II prisoners brown bag meals."(3)

The action at Kinross started as a peaceful 
march of 500 people protesting conditions. After 
the prisoners had returned to their housing, 100 
pigs attacked them with shotguns firing pepper 
spray.(4) This led to substantial property damage 
and Michigan DOC are now moving about 250 
activists to higher security prisons to repress their 
protests.(5)

Holman Correctional Facility in Alabama 
was the origin of the work strike against "slave 
labor," initiated by the Free Alabama Movement. 
MIM(Prisons) has been cut off (censored) from 

for ourselves and our conditions – we will have 
our marching orders (the basic point that Marx 
emphasized is profoundly true: "If the masses 
don't fight back and resist their oppression, even 
short of revolution, they will be crushed and re-
duced to a broken mass and will be incapable of 
rising up for any higher thing"). Our attendance 
was 32 people.

On September 15th we spoke on "Building 
Prison Study Groups" from ULK 45 (July/August 
2015). Numerous articles within, and questions/
comments were given. The discussion was mod-
erated by two comrades and 41 people attended. 

Depth of political understanding is one of the fac-
tors that will determine whether we win our struggle 
against oppression and imperialism. We need to 
organize, and we need to be sure we’re organizing 
with maximum results and correct goals. Everyone’s 
political level must be raised! 

correspondence study courses
The introductory study group studies a couple essays 
on prison economics in level 1, and some basics on 
Maoism in level 2. Graduates can go on to join our ULK 
Writers Group, which studies more advanced material 
and helps develop ULK. Write in for more info.

usw study groups
MIM(Prisons) supports USW-led study groups by 
sending in books and study packs. Start by studying 
this issue of ULK with someone. Tell us what ques-
tions came up in your study, and what topics you want 
to study next. If you keep us updated on your group’s 
progress, we’ll keep sending you study material.

free political books
We mail out political theory and history books, maga-
zines, and study packs in exchange for political 
work or money. Our library includes a wide variety 
of topics, from economics to organizing strategy to 
philosophy -- anything you’d need to know to wage a 
successful struggle against imperialism and all forms 
of oppression! See page 2 for more on how to get 
free books.

usw literacy mentoring
Reading and writing skills are an important part of 
political development and protecting one’s rights, es-
pecially in prison. USW cells should run Serve the 
People literacy programs, to help build these skills 
among the lumpen and help with political develop-
ment at the same time. Our support for this project 
is in infancy. We need comrades who already teach 
literacy to tell us what support they need.

Virginia Study Group Organizing for Education and Action
complaint forms, if need be file legal litigations. 
If no resolve, use our greater willpower – fasts, 
spend no money campaign, etc.

We have an educational coordinator, who will 
guide the movement as it relates to the Ten Point 
Agenda – reporting every two weeks of progress, 
need action, etc. (We will give the oppressor fif-
teen days to answer our concerns, if no response, 
we move to Step II.)

This Ten Point Agenda is not an end-all plan, but 
it does allow us to establish a line of politics, keep 
and maintain the line, and enables us to confront so-
cial controls and oppression. As we work the plan, 
we plan to contact outside organizations (including 
MIM(Prisons)) to aid in our plight to get forms of 
social and systematic justice. (We have experienced 
individuals, including myself, willing and ready to 
teach on filing 42 USC 1983 civil suits.)

You have inspired us to mobilize, organize, 
mobilize and organize! After 8 weeks and numer-
ous pod meetings we have arrived. We will con-
tinue to keep you abreast on our progress, needed 
materials. We will continue to donate, send art-
work, and articles to aid your work. 

We want to assure ourselves, we are working 
towards effective grouping/organizing, keeping 
the political line, and keeping the pigz out of our 
planning. We wish to be peaceful, organized, and 
most important, as effective as possible.

We are organizing for the Grievance cam-
paign - we've received the sample sheet from 
MIM(Prisons). This has been an issue, here at 
Sussex I and throughout Virginia DOC. I recently 
sent you an article titled "Suppression the Griev-
ance Procedure". 

My comrades, we are working. We've got sup-
port from Bloods (over 200), GDs (over 25), MS-
13 (20) and Muslims, Christians and 5%ers. I can 
only say we will work and work for results!

...Virginia... Continued from previous page

Continued on next page...
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...FAM... Continued from previous page

Holman for some years now, despite attempts to 
reach comrades there. On September 1st a pig at 
Holman was murdered by a prisoner in an act of 
rebellion. The unsafe conditions led to staff going 
on strike while the prisoners were still on strike 
in late September. Many guards have since quit, 
leaving the camp short-staffed to manage the pop-
ulation. We have often pointed out that if there is 
one thing that pigs and prisoners might have unity 
on it would be safety. While often times the staff 
takes up the state's position that pitting the pris-
oners against each other is a good management 
strategy, this does take a toll on the sadistic pigs 
who do such things and sometimes the violence 
is turned on them. The CO must ask emself, do 
i really want to die over a plate of food? This is 
exactly what happened at Holman, where it is 
reported that striking COs notified FAM ahead 
of time and expressed support for their peaceful 
demonstrations against human rights violations 
at the prison.(6) This is a rare occurrence in the 
United $tates and speaks to the disfunctional sta-
tus of the Alabama prison system.

In South Carolina, prisoners at Turbeville 
Correctional Institution reportedly fought back, 
gaining control of the prison for some hours. Trig-
gered by an uppity pig, it came the day after a 
prisoner was murdered by staff.(6)

In California it's reported that, "Over 100 pris-
oners have gone on hunger-strike starting Septem-
ber 9th, demanding the firing of a brutal guard, 
access to basic food, and an end to solitary con-
finement at two county jail facilities in Merced, 
CA."(6) We do not have any contacts at either 
Merced County Jail. In recent years California has 
decentralized its prison system due to overcrowd-
ing in the state prisons, sending many people to 
local county jails. Overall, this has reduced the 
connectedness of the California prison population 
and made accountability more difficult. As these 
facilities are often less prepared to house the grow-
ing populations of long-term prisoners, we might 
expect conflicts there to continue to increase. 

We are currently fighting an apparent ban on 
all mail from MIM(Prisons) to prisoners held at 
Chuckwalla Valley State Prison. The CDCR has 
not yet acknowledged an official ban, but rumors 
there are that it is a result of September 9th orga-
nizing.(see p. 13)

A comrade in Pelican Bay State Prison in Cali-
fornia sent documentation of censorship of mail 
from the IWOC because it included "Plans to disrupt 
the order." This comrade, along with others, began 
a hunger strike on September 9th. They submitted 
a list of demands signed by 12 prisoners on B-yard 
including oversight of rules violations, a wage in-
crease, and a number of demands to improve con-
ditions of the oppressed nations outside of prisons.

We should also mention a series of actions on 
the outside, in many cities, organized by those 
supporting the prison-led strikes to both attract 
attention to the strikes and to pressure the admin-
istrations to listen to the reasonable demands of 
the prisoners.(6)

What Next?
In the last issue of ULK we discussed our lack 

of interaction with those in wimmin's prisons. It 
is worth pointing out that the one state-run prison 
in California that has reported participating in the 
work strike was the wimmin’s prison at Chow-
chilla where a strike was carried out with full par-
ticipation. Events over the last month point out that 
wimmin’s facilities are not our only gap in cover-
age. We have long been aware of our lack of access 
in prisons that hold migrants because they are so 
segregated from the general population, often face 
more repressive conditions, and face a language 
barrier. On top of that there are whole segments 
of the men's prisons that we are not plugged into. 
Sometimes repression and censorship, like at Hol-
man, can cut us off. And if mail is cut off to us, 
then people can fall off our mailing list quietly. 
This demonstrates the need for more volunteers to 
work with MIM(Prisons) to better focus our efforts 
regionally so censorship isn’t allowed to persist 
due to lack of administrative capacity.

In California where county jails have suddenly 
become long-term prison facilities, and they are 
institutionally separated, USW comrades work-
ing on the inside to spread ULK and other materi-
als can play an important role in reaching more 
populations.

While there are common threads that con-
nect the whole criminal injustice system in this 
country, conditions vary from state-to-state and 
prison-to-prison. Because of how the government 
is structured, focusing on statewide organizing is 
important. That means identifying the principal 
contradiction within your state and developing 
campaigns that will mobilize the masses there. 
We expect states to have similar campaigns, but 
as we can see from the list of actions above, some 
populations are motivated by ending solitary con-
finement, others see a need to focus on breaking 
down divisions between prison organizations, 

others over mail censorship, and others over wag-
es. We must assess what will move the masses, 
as well as what battles are strategic in gaining 
ground towards liberation.

We have great unity with those trying to dem-
onstrate the continued national oppression of New 
Afrikans by Amerikkkans today, and demonstrat-
ing the historic linkages with slavery. However, 
when FAM says "The State and the [Alabama] 
DOC are profiting hundreds of millions of dollars 
off over the approximately 10,000 free labors who 
report to work each day inside of their prisons, to 
jobs in the kitchen, maintenance, runners, road 
squads, laundry, libraries and gyms, to stores and 
sandwich shops, yard crews, infirmaries and dorm 
cleaners etc." we have to disagree. How can the 
state profit off of prisoners preparing food for other 
prisoners when no money is exchanged for that 
food; when the food is paid for by the state itself? 

It can be a good tactic for prisoners to engage 
in work strikes as that will impact the operations 
of the prisons: many do rely on prison workers to 
keep things running. And it certainly would in-
crease the cost of incarceration if prisons could 
no longer use free (or super cheap) prisoner la-
bor. But we shouldn't mislead people to think that 
prisons are profitable. They are a huge waste of 
government money! Money that the imperialists 
and the Amerikan people have agreed for decades 
now is well-spent. If we fool ourselves into think-
ing this is just about economics and not about na-
tional oppression and population control, we will 
end up on the wrong path.

We did not get much first-hand reporting on 
the actions inspired by FAM's call to end prison 
slavery. But it is inspiring to hear of all the or-
ganizing that has been happening lately. There's 
more going on than we can keep tabs on. This re-
inforces the need to expand the number of people 
working with USW and MIM(Prisons)! We need 
our volunteers to continue to step up. We need our 
released comrades to come out and support those 
left behind. We need comrades behind the walls 
to build independent institutions of the oppressed, 
and reach the broad masses so that all of these 
struggles can be better connected and we can con-
tinue to strategize to win!
Notes:
1. IWOC, 2016, Strike Tracking State by State [Google Doc]
2. 22 September 2016, Michigan Radio, Riot? Disturbance? What really 
happened at Kinross prison 
3. A Michigan Prisoner, September 2016, Observing Sept 9 in Michigan.
4. Paul Egan, 4 October 2016, Kinross inmate: Raid with pepper spray 
sparked vandalism
5. Paul Egan, 21 September 2016, Riot or reined-in? Prison officials dis-
agree on U.P. skirmish
6. itsgoingdown.org

Document Prison Abuses
We receive many reports about terrible conditions, 
abuse and neglect in prisons across the country. 
While most of these don't make it onto the pages 
of Under Lock & Key, we do type these up for pub-
lication on our website (www.prisoncensorship.info). 
Documenting and monitoring the abusive conditions 
in Amerikan prisons is an important part of our work. 
Keep sending in these reports!

In November 2016 we launched our new Conditions 
Reports pages online. Web readers can search by 
state and facility to read your reports.
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Who Says the Masses 
Can't Lead?
by Ehecatl of United Struggle from Within
October 2016

For those of us who have received a political 
education and are locked away in Amerikkka's 
prisons, the September 9 Day of Peace and Soli-
darity should be a call to action. As many people 
as have been involved in MIM and MIM(Prisons)-
led study groups over the years, comrades should 
be more than clear on what their duties and re-
sponsibilities are to the prison struggle as well 
as to the International Communist Movement 
(ICM). The fact that September 9 events are still 
few and far between is therefore continuing in-
dicative proof of a variety of contradictions still 
plaguing the prison movement. This essay at-
tempts to address and give special attention to the 
development of the mass line.

Some people who have shown interest in tak-
ing up revolutionary politics incorrectly believe 
that they must spend years on end learning po-
litical theory before they are ready to take up 
revolutionary struggle, especially when it comes 
to applying Marxism-Leninism-Maoism. How-
ever, this type of thinking is incorrect, not only 
because it has the potential to slow down revo-
lution, but because it can be used to purposely 
derail the revolutionary movement. Just think – 
where would any revolutionary movement be if 
everyone always sought to first become an expert 
in any particular field before they did anything? 
This is what Maoists criticized as the "experts in 
command" approach to education, production and 
revolution in communist China during the Great 
Proletarian Cultural Revolution (GPCR) (1966-
1976), the furthest advance towards communism 
in humyn hystory!

The experts in command political line was ini-
tially related to the intellectual belief during the 
Great Leap Forward (1958-1961), that only experts 
with years of training (usually within the confines 
of a classroom or a controlled environment) were 
worthy enough to lead or teach. This same line was 
later used by traitors and the bourgeoisie in the 

Chinese Communist Party itself as a way to dis-
empower the revolutionary masses and consolidate 
their grip on power.

In opposition to experts in command, Mao 
Zedong and others began popularizing Lenin's 
slogan of "fewer, but better" by pointing out that 
it wasn't necessary for comrades to have years of 
experience in political struggle before they were 
able to take up leadership roles. Instead Mao 
stressed comrades’ dedication to serving the peo-
ple as more important than this "expertise." Fur-
thermore, Mao encouraged cadre to not separate 
themselves from the revolutionary masses, but to 
work amongst them and help them develop the 
mass line. To develop and carry out the mass line 
is simply to help the masses develop and carry the 
revolutionary programs that will best help them 
accomplish the task of developing revolution and 
achieving self-determination. Without the mass 
line revolution is impossible; the masses will sink 
ever deeper into despair, while the leaders lead 
the revolutionary movement astray and the op-
pressors will rein. Mao Zedong's instructions for 
cadre to develop the mass line are thus:

"In all the practical work of our Party, all 
correct leadership is necessarily 'from the mass-
es, to the masses.' This means: take the ideas of 
the masses (scattered and unsystematic ideas) 
and concentrate them (through study turn them 
into concentrated and systematic ideas), then go 
to the masses and propagate and explain these 
ideas until the masses embrace them as their 
own, hold fast to them and translate them into 
action, and test the correctness of these ideas in 
such action. Then once again concentrate ideas 
from the masses and once again go to the masses 
so that the ideas are persevered in and carried 
through. And so on, over and over again in an 
endless spiral, with the ideas becoming more 
correct, more vital and richer each time. Such is 
the Marxist theory of knowledge." - “Some Ques-
tions Concerning Methods of Leadership”

Mao also said it would be enough for com-
rades to first put an emphasis on being "red" with 
an aim towards becoming experts through contin-
ued participation in revolutionary struggle.

There is also the problem of intellectuals in 
the prison movement. But does this mean that all 
intellectuals in the prison movement are a prob-

lem? No, of course not. There are revolutionary 
intellectuals and there are bourgeoisie intellectu-
als. Revolutionary intellectuals hate oppression, 
they value knowledge as power and the collec-
tive accomplishments of many people, and they 
are dedicated to using their knowledge to serve 
the people. Bourgeois intellectuals on the other 
hand don't much care if people are oppressed, 
they are apathetic, they value knowledge for the 
sake of knowledge and they view the accumula-
tion of knowledge as the accomplishment of great 
individuals. Some of these people may sometimes 
cheerlead for anti-imperialism and revolutionary 
struggles, but thru their inaction they actually 
hold up imperialism. Such people often excel in 
MIM(Prisons)-led study groups. These types of 
people take up revolutionary politics for the sole 
purpose of study and discussion without appli-
cation, which is to say that they get off on talk-
ing about revolution but very rarely do they go 
further. These types of people give lip service to 
communist ideology and the topic of national lib-
eration. When pressed on putting their knowledge 
to use they'll suddenly come up with excuses. 
"Now is not a good time for me," "The masses 
aren't ready," "The movement isn't ready," etc, 
etc. In fact it is they who are not ready!

Real revolutionary intellectuals don't study 
revolutionary theory for the sake of knowledge, 
but to make revolution. Theory without practice 
ain't shit! Mao addressed this in his essay "On 
Practice":

"What Marxist philosophy regards as the most 
important problem does not lie in understanding 
the laws of the objective world and thus being 
able to explain it, but in applying the knowledge 
of these laws actively to change the world."

Maoism teaches us that there is no great dif-
ference between politically conscious leaders and 
mere followers, between leaders and led. The only 
difference is practice, for practice alone is the 
criterion of truth for knowledge, as it is through 
practice that the masses can come to power and 
exert influence over their destiny.

Note: 
Third Draft of Criticism of the RCP by MIM.

ULK is a Wake Up Call
by a Maryland prisoner
June 2016

Today I read ULK 50 and I must say you've 
piqued my interest. I am part of an organization 
that has come to be viewed as a gang by society 
in its own right. Meaning the majority of us con-
duct ourselves as such. We are said to be forged 
out of concepts of the Black Panther Party, Black 
Liberation Army, and Black Vanguards (a move-
ment within the prison system headed by George 
Jackson). Many of us, including myself, were 
turned on to this way of life under the impression 
that we will liberate our communities from drugs, 
end black-on-black violence, stop the prison cy-
cle, create economic stability, promote a political 
consciousness, establish a strong unity, etc. But 

on a daily basis we do the opposite. The attempt 
to change our criminal mindset to a revolutionary 
mindset has failed expeditiously here in Mary-
land. I'm from Baltimore City where there is little 
or no unity at all amongst any of the organizations 
or gangs that will be the forefront of the fight!

I often find it hard to change one's comfort 
zone. Here, if a man is comfortable in his every-
day life, my trying to change his/her way of living 
will be looked at as a threat. No matter if I'm right 
or not.

I'm currently being housed at Roxbury Correc-
tional Institution in Hagerstown, Maryland. Since 
I've been locked up I've been in senseless fights, 
and involved in meaningless disruptions. Our big-
gest problem here is drug use! I'm not a drug user 
but I often assist those who do. Many of us use the 

profits to take care of our loved ones on the street, 
or ourselves in here. The police know these things 
because, how do you think it gets here. I don't 
knock anybody's hustle. But I recognize how it 
gets us off our true purpose, which is freedom.

In population there are only 4 phones on the 
tier. These 4 phones are dictated by those with 
influence in general population. We subject our-
selves to more oppression than does the oppressor 
himself. I'm looking for ways to begin to change 
my environment. I'm on lockup right now and 
reading ULK has given me a wake up call on who 
I should truly be. As of right now I have about 
4 more years until I'm released. With that said I 
would ask that MIM(Prisions) begin to educate 
me on what it truly means to be a revolutionary 
by first sending me basic Maoist, Marxist, and 
Leninist literature.
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Under Lock & Key is the main organizing tool of United Struggle from Within 
(USW). This page details some of the active campaigns that USW is involved in. 
Those who want to push the revolutionary struggle forward from behind bars 
should get involved with USW by working on these campaigns, or initiating 
your own.

Aztlán unification
Chican@ members of USW are outlining a campaign to unite the nation along anti-
imperialist lines. To help develop this campaign, write to MIM(Prisons).

Ohio grievance guide 
A comrade in Ohio with much experience writing successful grievances developed  a 
pamphlet full of advice on how to fight prison abuses using the administrative proce-
dures, and how to win them. Send in a SASE for this grievance guide.

FIGHT CENSORSHIP in Texas
Chican@ Power and the Struggle for Aztlán and various issues of Under Lock & Key 
are banned across the whole state of Texas indefinitely. We need a jailhouse lawyer 
in Texas to take on the policy that disapproved publications are banned forever. We 
also need a comrade in Texas to take on the ban of Chican@ Power and the Struggle 
for Aztlán statewide. Write in if you can offer legal support to these struggles. See 
page 2 for more on fighting censorship.

BUild a united front for peace in prisons
Part of our struggle to shut down control units is to end prisoner-on-prisoner violence 
via the United Front for Peace in Prisons (UFPP). See page 3 for more info on what 
the UFPP is about and how you can get involved. 

Spread Under Lock & Key
Our subscriber list grows in many ways: comrades passing ULK around in their facil-
ity; sending us sign-up lists of new subscribers; getting ads in other prisoner publica-
tions; and doing organizing work that attracts attention of the imprisoned masses. A 
basic task you can do for USW is get people to subscribe to ULK. It is free for U.$. 
prisoners! 
A very effective method is to ask other prison publications to run free ads for Under 
Lock & Key and MIM(Prisons)’s Free Political Books for Prisoners Program. The 

ad could say something like “MIM(Prisons) is a revolutionary anti-imperialist group 
fighting criminal injustice, and helping prisoners to organize and educate them-
selves. Sends free political books and dictionaries, offers a free subscription to their 
newspaper Under Lock & Key, and runs correspondence study courses. Write to 
MIM(Prisons) for a free subscription.” Be sure to include our contact info from page 1. 
If you know someone who likes this newsletter, have em write to get eir own subscrip-
tion. People are moved all the time and it’s better to get in contact when our address 
is available than to lose your one contact who got it.

MISSouri prisoners demand access to courts
In Missouri, prisoners in administrative segregation are being denied legal material 
unless they have an “active case.” Of course one needs to do research before an ac-
tive case can even begin, so this bureaucratic red tape is just another arbitrary denial 
of access to courts, and a violation of the U.$. Constitution. Write in for the petition, 
which can be easily adapted to any security level.

We Demand Our Grievances are Addressed
If you are experiencing problems with your grievance process, such as delays, unan-
swered grievances, or harassment, you should join this campaign. Petitions are avail-
able for Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas(NEW!) California, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, 
Kansas, Louisiana(NEW!), Mississippi(NEW!), Montana, Nevada, North Carolina, 
Oklahoma, Oregon, South Carolina, and Texas. Write in to get the petition for your 
state. If your prison’s policies allow, give stamps or envelopes to your comrades 
inside to mail out the petition. If you can’t make your own copies, then tell us why and 
we can send you extras. Remember, you need to send them out to the administra-
tors and politicians yourself. MIM(Prisons) doesn’t have the resources to mail out the 
petitions for you.
Spread This Campaign - If your state is not currently covered by the grievance 
campaign, volunteer to rewrite the petition to work for your state. We recently cre-
ated a version that can be used country-wide, for people in county jails or who can’t 
otherwise rewrite the petition.
Update This Campaign - If you participated in this campaign in the past, send us a 
report on what happened. Even if no one ever responded to your petitions, that is still 
useful information. Tell us how you used it to help organize others and build group 
consciousness.

Continued on next page...

Texas Reform Updates
by a Texas prisoner
September 2016

In March 2016, I sent a letter to Representa-
tive Borris Miles about not having a law library at 
the Wheeler Unit. I also filed a grievance on the 
indigent mail getting 5 letters a month sent out 
instead of 5 per week. It was sent back saying that 
it was too old to file on.

I filed some legal work with Rep. Borris Miles 
because the other unit where I was before didn't 
have a law library. The Wheeler Unit is only a 
few yards from here and they don't have access 
to the law library or access to the courts which is 
a Federal violation. Below is part of my letter to 
Rep. Miles.

"I am writing this complaint to state from the 
evidence that I have, which is some I-60s, inmate 
request slips, which I wrote requesting to go to 
the law library to do some legal work, and was 
denied twice because Ms. J. Lara stated that 
we didn't have law library sessions at this unit 
[Wheeler], because the law library which don't 
have NO BOOKS just a few stuff not enough that 
you could actually use to complete legal work 
with. To the other request, her response was that 
I was afforded with what they had, but every time 
a request is put in by somebody it is denied. We 
have a full size library about 300 yards from 
this Unit at Formby Unit. I have requested to be 
transferred over there where I can have legal ac-

cess to the law library so that I can have access 
to the courts also."

You can print this, just leave my name out, 
because I would have trouble here and be retali-
ated against because of it. If you get this letter 
please write back and let me know that you got 
it because mail don't always make it to where it's 
supposed to go to. So please answer ASAP when 
you get this so I'll know that you received this.

If you have a grievance manual I would like to 
have one if possible. I am in the processing stage 
of writing Rep. Miles about the grievance pro-
cess. They need to have grievances looked at by 
somebody outside TDCJ, besides the grievance 
investigator here, because we don't think the War-
den even sees Step 1, because the same answer 
comes back on every Step 1, saying not warranted 
for further action. So this inital decision is all on 
it and it's been typed on every Step 1 and then 
Huntsville looks at Step 1, copies this answer on 
Step 2, and sends it back to us, agreeing with the 
answer on Step 1. And we use Texas Penal Codes 
on it and it states clearly that state law is being 
violated by employees and it's covered up within 
the Unit. So legal action can't be taken. Send me a 
few of the petitions and grievance manual and I'm 
filing with others about this also. 

I also saw in ULK 51 that you said the Jailhouse 
Lawyers Handbook is banned in Texas. I checked 
with the mailroom staff here [Formby Unit] and 

they said it is approved on this unit as far as they 
know. Please make this correction in ULK.

MIM(Prisons) responds: We've gotten confir-
mation from multiple sources that the Jailhouse 
Lawyers Handbook is *not* banned in Texas at 
this time. Thanks to this contributor, and others, 
who help us to stay informed.

We wrote about the need to connect the battles 
this comrade is fighting with the larger picture 
of revolutionary overthrow of the capitalist 
economic system in our article "Texas Comrades 
Need to Step Up" in ULK 52. Reiterating that 
call, we also encourage this comrade to see how 
futile it is to call for an outside review board to 
oversee the grievance process. Even if a review 
board was put in place, it would be run by the 
criminal injustice system or their allies, because 
that is who has the power in this country. And 
the whole process will start all over again with 
lawsuit after lawsuit filed and dismissed, and won 
and reneged. Revolutionaries can't afford to bang 
our head against this wall while people are dying 
the world over, and their liberation is being stalled 
by Amerikkka's runaround.

We should struggle for some reforms, as that's 
all we can do right now at this stage in our strug-
gle where we are too weak to struggle any other 
way. But we need to focus on reforms that will 
have the greatest impact on our organizing work, 



Under Lock & Key No. 53        November/December 2016 13

... Continued from previous page ...Updates
which centers around building independent insti-
tutions of the oppressed and building public opin-
ion for socialism. Is an "outside" review board an 
independent institution of the oppressed? No, it 
would just be a facade of the state, and a false vic-
tory. If we want to have our grievances answered, 
we need to build unity, and come together to de-
mand our grievances are answered. Of course 
there are many ways and many steps to unity, but 
this would be an independent institution of the 
oppressed to defend ourselves and build for the 
future where we're not begging prison administra-
tion to please treat us like humyn beings.

by MIM(Prisons)
November 2016

In our last update letter to United Struggle 
from Within (USW) comrades in California, we 
announced that the California USW Coordina-
tor would be working with the California USW 
Council to provide better, more regular updates 
in ULK to coordinate our campaign efforts in the 
state. This will also reduce the need to send out 
separate letters except in time-sensitive instances. 
This issue of ULK is the first with such a CA-
focused section. 

One issue that came up among CA USW re-
cently is restrictions on mailing stamp donations. 
This was happening at CSP-Sacramento, and 
more recently reported from West Valley Deten-
tion Center. In ULK 36 (3 years ago), we printed 
a report from San Quentin where they success-
fully campaigned against the same issue through 
a combination of 602 appeals and letters to the 
press exposing these restrictions on freedom of 
expression.

Appeal #CSQ-J-13-03205 was submitted 
October 27, explaining exactly how operational 
procedure 608 article 7 was being illegally cir-
cumvented. This appeal was rejected by appeals 
coordinator puppet M.L. Davis on November 1. 
Davis offered to process the appeal if appellant 
directed a CDCR 22 to the mailroom. Davis also 
demanded appellant remove copies of Article 7 
and OP0212 which are in fact the official rules/
directives regarding "items enclosed in incoming 
first-class mail."

If readers have other examples of successful 
tactics around this issue, or rules to cite, send 
them to MIM(Prisons) for the next issue.

California November Updates: Stamp restrictions, Santa Clara strike success and Ashker settlement update
Santa Clara County Strike a Success

In "Broad Participation in September 9 FAM 
Prison Strike" (on p. 9) we refer to the challenge 
of organizing in California with more comrades in 
county jails not under CDCR control. Perhaps this 
will be a temporary setback though, as prisoners 
organized a recent strike in Santa Clara County. 
On 17 October 2016, over 300 people went on 
hunger strike, according to the Prisoner Hunger 
Strike Solidarity coalition. The demands were 
around ending solitary confinement, inadequate 
clothing, a faulty appeals/grievance process and 
the overcharging at commissary. The strike was 
suspended after less than a week, when the sher-
iff's department agreed to the demands. Comrades 
will maintain the strike in suspension until the 
changes are actually made. MIM(Prisons) com-
mends the organizing efforts of these comrades 
and the focus on key campaign issues of solitary 
confinement and the grievance process.

Ashker Settlement Hearings Done, 
SHU Victims Decrease

The number of people being held in SHU has 

dropped sharply since the Ashker settlement (see 
"Torture Continues: CDCR Settlement Screws 
Prisoners" in ULK 46 for more background). The 
review process has been completed, and 1,512 of 
the 1,557 people covered by the settlement have 
been released from SHU according to CDCR, 
with the remaining given dates for release. The 
number in SHU cells in California is about 1/6 of 
what it was before the settlement, with less than 
500 SHU prisoners as of August 2016 (according 
to CDCR statistics). But we know a number of 
our readers are still in SHU, and many more are in 
other forms of long-term isolation in California, 
which is not covered by the settlement.

We must remain vigilant now to continue the 
fight against solitary confinement in California. As 
we've always pointed out, these reforms with such 
narrow focus only make it harder for those who 
remain in these torture cells to get out. SHU cells 
represented less than a quarter of the prisoners in 
California in long-term isolation according to our 
last count prior to the recent decrease in SHU (see 
www.abolishcontrolunits.org/research). But as 
the comrades in Santa Clara have demonstrated, 
this battle is still alive in the hearts of prisoners.

Censor Watch in California
by MIM(Prisons)
November 2016

Organizing in other states around September 
9th seems to have triggered censorship of ULK in 
California. Chuckwalla Valley State Prison cen-
sored issue 51, which was the last issue before Sep-
tember 9th calling on people to organize something 
for that day to promote peace and solidarity. The 
original reasoning was that it "contained Disturb-
ing and Offensive content in the entire publica-
tion." Upon our appeal, the warden upheld the de-
cision and specified that it was the article on page 
1 that ey felt was inspiring a work stoppage. Cali-
fornia Health Care Facility was the other facility 
that notified us of censorship of issue 51 for posing 
a threat to the facility, but we have not received a 
response to that appeal yet. We also received word 
from some comrades at Kern Valley State Prison 
that they did not receive ULK 51, but no notifica-
tion of censorship has been issued.

Outside the realm of the California Depart-
ment of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR), 
we also had problems in Orange County last 
month. Orange County Jail and Theo Lacy both 
returned ULKs saying prisoners were not there, 

when some of them are still in custody. While the 
same laws apply to county jails, we must come up 
with tactics to address them in addition to CDCR.

Chuckwalla seems to be going hard on mail 
interference. One comrade reports that not only 
were ULK and SF Bayview newspapers censored, 
but so are books sent from eir family. Another 
comrade, who has also had letters from MIM Dis-
tributors censored, sent us a copy of a form 22 ey 
submitted with a response from mailroom staff A. 
Salas, dated 29 September 2016: 

"Bayview is currently under Division of Adult 

by Saif Ullah of United Struggle from Within
September 2016

This is Saif-Ullah, from USW, checking in 
from California Correctional Institution. In the 
last 15 months I've witnessed comrades being 
beat, slapped, set up, and pepper sprayed, without 
any justification, until about forty of the inmates 
of all races joined together with a campaign to 
have our families and friends call and complain 
about these abuses, until finally last month a new 
warden was hired and the old one sent away from 
here. 

Since her arrival she has walked off three cor-
rectional overseers, and a teacher, who had some 
real racist acts under her belt as well. The over-
seer Stewart, and his side kick Miller are the ones 
here known to plant razors and assault and beat 
inmates and really act out, but then charge the in-
mates with attacking staff.

I myself and about thirty other comrades have 

CCI Protests Win New Warden, But Can't End National Oppression
came to the point that if we are attacked we will 
meet them with the same amount of force. As 
Huey stated, the party was born in a particular 
time and place. It came into being with a call for 
self-defense against the police who patrolled our 
communities and brutalized us. They are just an 
oppressive army occupying our community. 

MIM(Prisons) responds: Amerikkka has been 
oppressing the internal semi-colonies of North 
America since the earliest settlers came to these 
shores. This comrade demonstrates how to put 
forth the correct analysis of conditions, while mo-
bilizing the masses for short-term reforms like the 
firing of the worst abusers. There is a reason why 
we find so many "abusive people" in the depart-
ments of "corrections" of the imperialist United 
$tates. There is a reason why despite massive out-
cry, unarmed New Afrikan people continue to be 
murdered by the police. It is a system that aims 
to control other nations that demands this kind of 
brutality. That system of national oppression, im-
perialism, must be destroyed.

Continued on next page...
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Institutions review for all issues, to be placed on 
the list of Dissapproved Centralized list.[sic] If 
a publication was received with your name on it 
then you would have been issued an 1819, so if 
you haven't received an 1819 then you haven't 
received a newspaper. MIM Distributors is also 
under review by DAI to be put on the Centralized 
Disapproved publications list."

MIM Distributors mail was banned by CDCR 
in 2006, until a Prison Legal News lawsuit was 
settled in 2007. The ban contined to be utilized 
until 2011, and effectively cut us off from most 

... Continued from previous page ...Censor

conditions imposed by this prison administration. 
All continue to suffer and as many are illiterate 
and unable to express or articulate themselves, 
I speak on their behalf. We need help! We need 
change! We need publicity to expose this torture!

MIM(Prisons) responds: This comrade is docu-
menting conditions in the long term isolation 
units in Louisiana. This battle is part of our fight 
to shut down prison control units across the coun-
try. As this writer explains, these cells are physical 
and mental torture.  The long-term effects can be 
devastating. Our incomplete data from the state of 
Louisiana indicates that there are over 1000 long-
term isolation units in that state. And we know that 
solitary confinement is used as a tool of control for 
political activists, as Louisiana infamously held the 
Angola 3 (who had formed a chapter of the Black 
Panthers) in such conditions longer than any other 
U.$. prisoner, as the comrade alludes to above. Join 
this comrade in our campaign to expose and put an 
end to this torture! 

by MIM(Prisons)
October 2016

In April the U.$. Treasury announced that 
Harriet Tubman will replace former President 
Andrew Jackson on the front of the $20 bill. But 
not to leave Jackson out entirely, they said ey will 
be moved to the back side of the bill, along with 
the image of the White House. The treasury also 
announced that the back of the $10 bill will be 
redesigned to feature leaders of the movement to 
gain wimmin the right to vote, while Alexander 
Hamilton will remain on the front of that bill. And 
the back of the $5 bill will change to incorporate 
historic moments that took place at the Lincoln 
Memorial. These design changes will be an-
nounced by 2020, so we can't expect to see any 
new currency for a few years.

Harriet Tubman's Image Whitewashed on $20 Bill
There was much debate about making changes 

to the U.$. currency, with many people calling for 
incorporation of at least one womyn after a history 
of only men featured on the bills. Yet the bills are 
actually a good representation of Amerikan capital-
ism and we see the incorporation of wimmin on 
this currency similar to the incorporation of wim-
min in the military. It is not a feminist victory to 
gain greater representation in the most destructive 
imperialist power in the world. This will not elimi-
nate the patriarchy or gender oppression. None-
theless, the selection of a former slave for the $20 
bill and suffragettes for the $10 bill is interesting 
because many in the suffragette movement oppor-
tunistically played to white nationalism, arguing to 
white men that they needed to give white wimmin 
the right to vote to balance out the potential politi-
cal power of Black voters.(1)

Harriet Tubman was born a slave 
in 1820 and escaped to Philadelphia 
in 1849, subsequently devoting eir 
life to fighting slavery and guiding 
other slaves to freedom. Tubman 
died in poverty in 1913. Ey was a 
fierce New Afrikan guerilla who 
played an important historical role 
in defense of the evolving New Af-
rikan nation.(2) Tubman was such 

an important figure that eir existence has to be 
acknowledged by the dominant Amerikan nation. 
Yet, as in the decision to put Tubman's image on 
U.$. currency, Amerikkka tries to whitewash the 
details of Tubman's life and claim em as a hero of 
this imperialist country. 

Ironically, the flip side of the $20 bill will 
continue to celebrate former President Andrew 
Jackson, a slave holder who died just a few years 
before Tubman escaped to freedom. President 
Jackson, along with the U.$. Congress at that 
time, was a strong supporter of slavery, basical-
ly refusing to take up any proposals that would 
abolish slavery. Further, Jackson supported mobs 
and postal workers intercepting abolitionist anti-
slavery organizing, referring to these actions as 
"wicked attempts" to incite slave rebellion.(2) In 
eir home life, Andrew Jackson built up the Her-
mitage Plantation, primarily growing cotton, with 
the labor of slaves. It is estimated that Jackson 
grew this plantation from a 9-slave operation to 
over 150 slaves by 1820.

Jackson's legacy of support for national op-

pression went beyond supporting slavery. Ey was 
a military leader in the fight against First Nations 
in the early 1800s. Later, as President, Jackson 
signed the Indian Removal Act in 1830, forc-
ibly removing several indigenous nations from 
their lands. The forced relocations, known as the 
Trail of Tears, led to 46,000 indigenous people 
relocated during Jackson's term, many of whom 
died from disease and starvation on the way to 
the destination. 

While sprinkled with anarchist tendencies 
typical to the author, we recommend Butch Lee's 
biography of Tubman to people interested in the 
true history of this revolutionary activist.(3) If the 
growing New Afrikan defense movement accepts 
Tubman on the $20 as a positive step, then the 
ideological war for Tubman is being lost and 
more integration is the order of the day. More 
integration with Amerikkka is in direct opposition 
to the well-being of the majority of the world's 
people who suffer under imperialism, including 
New Afrikans.  

Changing the faces on Amerikan currency 
won't change the reality of Amerikan imperialism. 
But the willingness of the Amerikan government 
to do this does reflect the extent to which 
integrationism is being used to keep the oppressed 
internal nations loyal to the empire. Yet cultural 
integration does nothing to address the fundamental 
national oppression that keeps imperialism 
extracting wealth from oppressed nations in the 
Third World. These people who generate wealth 
for Amerikan imperialism can never expect to see 
their faces on the money that is coming from their 
labor. This just reinforces the divide between First 
World and Third World, which will likely result 
in a very difficult transition from capitalism to 
socialism for First World peoples. Giving up the 
wealth of hundreds of years of plunder, and re-
integrating into global society as productive human 
beings will be a long and difficult task for First 
World bourgeois and petty bourgeois people. We 
fully anticipate a long period of dictatorship over 
the First World by the Third World, enforcing a 
hard fought cultural revolution of re-education for 
the First World peoples. 
Notes: 
1. The Root: How Racism Tainted Women's Suffrage, NPR, 
March 25, 2011. http://www.npr.org/2011/03/25/134849480/
the-root-how-racism-tainted-womens-suffrage
2. http://uspresidents.net/andrew-jackson.html
3. Butch Lee, Jailbreak Out of History: the Re-Biography of 
Harriet Tubman, Second Edition, Kersplebedeb Publishing, 
2015.

Special Literature Offers
($5 suggested donation unless noted otherwise) 

Spanish: Old MIM lit en español.
Que es el MIM? ($3)
Teoría del MIM 1: ¿Los Proletarios Blancos?
Notas Rojas newspaper back issues ($3)

MIM Theory magazine:
No. 2/3 Gender and Feminism
No. 4 Communist history
No. 5 Strategy of revolution
No. 6 Stalin
No. 9 Psychology and Imperialism
No. 10 Labor Aristocracy
No. 12 Environment
No. 14 United Front

California prisoners for 3 or more years. Since 
then censorship in California has been relatively 
low (though certainly not non-existent). We cannot 
afford to lose access to our comrades in CA again. 
So please be vigilant in appealing censorship and 
sending us updates. They do not have any basis for 
a systemwide ban according to their own rules, but 
as we know there are no rights, only power strug-
gles. So keep up the fight to freely associate with 
MIM(Prisons) and others on the outside!
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On “Objective” Reporting
Under Lock & Key relies on our comrades 
behind bars to report on conditions and 
events inside prisons. We track the his-
tory and reliability of our writers and, 
when possible, we double check facts 
in the articles. But there will always be 
some facts we cannot verify before print-
ing. Our readers are encouraged to let us 
know if they have information that con-
tradicts what they see in Under Lock & 
Key. Yet, recognize that no matter how 
much the bourgeoisie tries to pretend, 
reporting is never completely objective or 
devoid of political content. MIM(Prisons) 
will always report from the perspective 
of the international proletariat and on 
the issues that best serve their interests.

by MIM(Prisons)
October 2016

In recent weeks we have seen the offensive 
videos of settlers attacking indigenous people 
who are trying to protect their land from invasion 
and destruction in the homeland of the Lakotah 
Nation. The resistance has brought together many 
First Nation people as well as many supporters 
around the Sacred Stone Camp in the northern tip 
of the Standing Rock reservation. This is the point 
where the Dakota Access Pipeline (DAPL), cur-
rently under construction, comes closest to cur-
rent reservation borders. This week 200 people 
moved onto the land claimed by Energy Transfer 
Partners, setting up their winter camp in the path 
of the planned pipeline.

In response, Energy Transfer Partners said the 
people were trespassing, saying "lawless behav-
ior will not be tolerated."(1) There is no better 
example of how the "law" can be an institution 
utilized by the oppressor to legitimize their pow-
er. When the settlers first came to kill Indigenous 
people and steal their land, they declared this land 
to be "lawless."

The Lakotah Sioux are using eminent domain 
to claim the land in question as rightfully theirs 
based on their 1851 treaty with the United $tates 
government. Cheyenne River Sioux Chair Harold 
Frazier met with President Obama, as well as the 
U.$. Attorney's Office to discuss their campaign 
and the police repression being unleashed on 
peaceful protestors. Frazier retold one conversa-
tion ey had:

Frazier: "How can a non-Indian physically 
assault an Indian and get away with it?"

U.S. Attorney's office: "Well, that's on state 
land."

Lakotah Reclaim Land from Settler United $tates
Frazier: "So does 

that mean if a non-Indian 
comes to an Indian on In-
dian land that the Indian 
could do it back?"

U.S. Attorney's of-
fice: "Oh no, you'd go to 
jail."(1)

Again, the farce that 
is Amerikan settler law is 
laid bare before us. 

The Standing Rock 
Sioux Tribe hosted the 
First International Treaty 
Council of the Western 
Hemisphere from 8-16 
June 1974. This meeting 
was honored in 2007 at 
another meeting where 
the Republic of Lako-
tah declared sovereignty, 
claiming much of the land 
through which DAPL 
construction is occurring 
today.(2)

Indigenous people in 
North America have al-
ways been at the front 
lines of the anti-imperialist movement. They 
were the first victims of colonialism and emerg-
ing capitalist/imperialism on this land. Their 
continued struggle to reclaim this land is central 
to a re-civilization of the brutal settler nation of 
Amerikkka.

Notes:
1. 26 October 2016. KPFA Evening News.
2. Under Lock & Key No. 2 (January/February 2008).

by Cuauht'emoc of Brown Berets - Prison 
Chapter, Colorado

October 2016

"America cannot exist without separating 
ourselves from our identities."

The fight began in 2011, with a lucrative pro-
posal from a Canadian company to access tribal 
lands to transport crude oil to the Gulf of Texas. 
The construction they say will help create perma-
nent jobs, the money given to the tribal councils 
will help meet the needs of the people. In reality, 
this pipeline will create an environmental disaster. 
America can't even fund its own infrastructure, 
how can anyone expect maintenance of a pipeline 
on sovereign tribal lands?

The problem isn't just the pipeline and all the 
filth that comes with it. The problem is the out-
right violations of our treaties, and the lack of 
treatment of the self-determination and the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples. This pipeline steps on human rights and 

Exploring the Outcome of the Keystone XL Pipeline
proves the second class citizenship bestowed to 
all tribal nations, and people.

Take into consideration how all of the govern-
ment spokespeople go ballistic at any violations 
of any treaties bestowed upon foreign govern-
ments by the U.S. government, why are they 
quick to dismiss the rights that tribal nations have 
been granted?

We went to war for those treaties. Yes it's 2016 
and the rhetoric is that all "indians" should func-
tion like regular Americans. But by initiating a 
treaty it provides us recognition, and stipulates bi-
lateral agreements that all parties must honor. Un-
less, in fact, our treaties are just "pieces of paper," 
and if that is the case, Russia should overlook the 
United Nations resolutions with the United States 
and just bomb Israel. Is this not the same? Article 
6 of the U.S. constitution and the rider clause of 
1888 say different. Both recognize the permanent 
power of all Indian treaties and all Indian nations. 
Just because the times have changed doesn't mean 

the words have. 

The U.S. government has been pushing all 
tribal nations to genocide for the last 298 years. 
Poverty, bad water, polluted air, nuclear waste, 
uranium mines opened, alcoholism, no job infra-
structure for starters. Suicide among young men 
has grown to an epidemic. We are just pandered 
to in words when government officials want to 
feel good, then they rip our children from us, take 
them state-side and throw them to "white people" 
to be civilized – violating yet another federal law, 
the Indian Child Welfare Act.
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... Continued from previous page ...Keystone XL

This land is more to us than just land for all 
tribal people, just as in 1871 when the United 
States annexed all of Aztlán from Mexico and 
erected the largest paramilitary border in the 
world, much is being done to separate tribal na-
tions from our lands. In 1973 we fought and died 
for our land. If need be, mark my words, we will 
rise up and fight again. This land is our identity. It 
holds the blood of our ancestors, and the pipeline 
will kill our people. 

by MIM-Orchid
October 2016

[transcribed on October 1, 2016, reprinted 
from https://github.com/pinotes/pinotes.github.
io/blob/master/_posts/2016-10-01-news-black-
snake-Sioux-UNHRC-statement.md]

The below transcript is provided because this 
writer wasn't able to find a good transcript of the 
whole address. The address(1) is itself considered 
a historic moment for indigenous nations of North 
America.

The proposed pipeline, almost two thousand 
kilometers long, impacts or potentially impacts 
many First Nations. It doesn't affect just the 
Standing Rock Sioux and other nations/groups 
of Sioux people belonging to the larger Sioux na-
tion, which along with other nations is still owed 
land illegally taken by the U.$. government. For 
many First Nations people, the anti-DAPL strug-
gle is about land and sovereignty, to which they 
have a right regardless of Amerikans' economic, 
energy and environmental concerns.

There is a long history of amerikans' violat-
ing First Nations' sovereignty even by breaking 
agreements they themselves imposed and signed. 
The First Nations' struggle against the Dakota 
Access Pipeline (DAPL) is one of the biggest in 
living memory. As it gets more publicity, there is 
a chance to change public opinion – or reinforce 
it in an undesirable way – regarding such viola-
tions of law and sovereignty. That is in addition to 
stopping the pipeline project, which has already 
destroyed some burial and prayer sites.

Like Palestine, the Great Sioux Nation is a 
nation containing aspirations of greater unity/
wholeness, independent statehood, and full sov-
ereignty. And like Palestine, the Great Sioux Na-
tion is experiencing ongoing settlement and co-
lonialism, internal governmental issues related to 
partitioning, and results of other nations' failure to 
honor/obey and enforce treaties and other inter-
national law. The majority-exploiter imperialist 
settler entity called "the United States" subjects 
nations both inside and outside u.$. borders – and 
Palestinians both inside and outside the Green 
Line – to colonialism and even opposes the two-
state solution in Palestine despite verbal agree-
ments. It happened that the Standing Rock Sioux 
Chairman spoke to the Human Rights Council in 
Geneva just a day before the International Day of 

Standing Rock Sioux nation appeals to UN Human Rights Council to stop Dakota Access Pipeline

Peace and two days before Mahmoud Abbas(2) 
spoke to the General Assembly in New York.

With a global, long-term perspective and 
the world's help, the Sioux nation will get their 
land back and full sovereignty one day. Some in 
denial about this are attempting to subsume the 
anti-DAPL struggle under some anti-capitalist or 
environmental struggle including the amerikkkan 
petty-bourgeoisie and/or opposing nationalism of 
oppressed nations. Some others talking about co-
lonialism and sovereignty nonetheless openly say 
their real concern is climate change. Hopefully 
they can still contribute something to the struggle. 
Apparently, it is too much to ask more amerik-
kkans to just abide by their own treaties and other 
laws. If First Nations people weren't facing stag-
gering state power, a numerically large enemy 
and dog attacks, like Palestinians also have, there 
would be less compulsion to tolerate certain out-
sider activists who seemingly may undermine the 
anti-DAPL struggle or larger struggles by making 
their own priorities central. 

Overall, it looks like the struggle of the Stand-
ing Rock Sioux as a nation was well-represented 
in this brief spoken statement in Geneva.

Transcript of Standing Rock Sioux nation ad-
dress to the UN Human Rights Council (HRC) 
on September 20, at the 33rd Regular Session

HRC President Choi Kyong-lim: I give the floor 
to the distinguished representative 
of Indian Law Resource Center.

Chairman Dave Archambault II: 
Thank you, Mr. President.

My name is Dave Archambault. 
I am the Chairman of the Standing 
Rock Sioux Tribe. Our tribal na-
tion is a sovereign nation located in 
the United States. Our sovereignty 
is recognized by the United States 
through the legally binding trea-
ties of 1851 and 1868, signed by 
our traditional Lakota government, 
Oceti Sakowin (the Seven Council 
Fires), then passed by the United 
States Senate, and proclaimed by 
the President of the United States.

I am here because oil companies 
are causing the deliberate destruc-

tion of our sacred places and burials. Dakota Ac-
cess Pipeline [Dakota Access, LLC, a subsidiary 
of Energy Transfer Partners; a.k.a. "Dakota Ac-
cess"] wants to build an oil pipeline under the 
river that is the source of our nation's drinking 
water. This pipeline threatens our communities, 
the river, and the earth.

Our nation is working to protect our waters 
and our sacred places for the benefit of our chil-
dren not yet born. But the oil companies and the 
government of the United States have failed to 
respect our sovereign rights. Today, the pipeline 
construction continues. Although it has tempo-
rarily stopped near our nation, this company has 
knowingly destroyed sacred sites and our ances-
tral graves with bulldozers. This company has 
also used attack dogs to harm individuals who 
tried to protect our water and our sacred sites.

I condemn all violence, including the use of 
guard dogs.

While we have gone to the court in the United 
States, our courts have failed to protect our sov-
ereign rights, our sacred places, and our water. 
We call upon the Human Rights Council and all 
Member States to condemn the destruction of our 
sacred places and to support our nation's efforts 
to ensure that our sovereign rights are respected. 
We ask that you call upon all parties to stop the 
construction of the Dakota Access Pipeline and to 
protect the environment, our nation's future, our 
culture, and our way of life.

Thank you, Mr. President.
Notes:
1. "Standing Rock Sioux Chairman takes #NODAPL to the 
United Nations," 2016 September 20. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=dW0d_WsuL0Y
See: "UN body says Sioux must have say in pipeline project," 
2016 August 31. http://bigstory.ap.org/article/635d13d28ee6
4f1c8421596e02d4f4f5/un-body-says-sioux-should-have-say-
pipeline-project
2. "Sending the right signal: Abbas, BDS, and diplomacy," 2016 
September. https://github.com/pinotes/pinotes.github.io/blob/
master/_posts/2016-09-29-news-Abbas-BDS-diplomacy.md

Resist to Exist 
by a Florida prisoner

Interest of the wealthy always precedes those who aren’t heard. 
Power to the people who stand their ground. 
No more broken promises and we won’t back down. 
The fruits of our labor will be handed around. 
What must it mean to be truly free? 
Should we settle for something less, fuck it don’t agree. 
This war scattered us into refugees, blame those in power
Who claim to represent you and me. 
No matter what you say and claim to be, dig your roots 
And nourish what you seek. 
Be part of the solution, organize and fight together. 
We have to devise a plan, a common ground in which 
A idea won’t fall into one hand. 
No doubt freedom fighters will get gunned down. 
The rebel with the knowledge is the child born in the trenches. 
Who will carry the torch of resistance for the next seven generation. 
Learn from mistakes and apply to the whole. 
We can never separate the people from the struggle.
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starting ulk 
fundraising board

Since MIM(Prisons)’s efforts at fund-
raising have consistently fallen short 
of our needs, we are going to put this 
responsibility in the hands of our sub-
scribers instead. We have formed a 
Fundraising Board, tasked with getting 
donations to help fund ULK, which is 
only getting more and more expensive 
over time. We recently had to reduce 
the amount of people we send ULK to 
in order to save on costs.

If you can commit to this long-term 
USW project, write in to be considered 
for the Board!

by a New York prisoner
September 2016

The stressful conditions of imprisonment, 
through its tactics of oppression and the aggres-
sions of the prison system, not only take a toll on 
our minds, but on our bodies as well. Lockdowns 
and constant hours confined in a cell erodes our 
bodies through inactivity. It's important to work 
on our physical stamina to aid us in our struggle 
against this oppression and this can be seen as an 
effort against this tyranny, furthering our revolu-
tionary efforts. So exercise is important and one 
should do some kind of exercise every day as an 
action against our confinement.

[This comrade enclosed a set of basic exer-
cises that can be done by most people. Write to 
us for a copy along with our survival and stamina 

issue of ULK. - Editor]

Make time in your schedule to try some of 
these exercises. To strengthen your body is an 
action against the tyranny of imprisonment and 
a demonstration of determination against the ac-
tions of imperialism. 

MIM(Prisons) responds: We agree with this 
writer's analysis of the importance of exercise to a 
strong mind and body, especially when both your 
mind and body are under attack in prison. A physi-
cal exercise program should be combined with 
mental exercise of political study and struggle as 
well as political organizing work. Some comrades 
have used exercise programs as a tool for political 
organizing, building unity in the yard by bringing 
together groups to work out together and then con-
ducting education classes after these workouts. 

Cell Exercises to Build a Revolutionary Body

Maoist Movie Review: 
Resurgence
by a comrade
June 2016

One of the more hotly anticipated sequels to a 
classic (or, approaching classic) science fiction film 
has been the new Independence Day film: “Resur-
gence”. The film is set in 2016, exactly 20 years 
after the last film, and is quite vague in discussing 
the geo-political developments since the events of 
the first film. What we are given is obscure exposi-
tion by the new president of the united $tates on the 
“great advancements of humynity” since the defeat 
of the alien invaders. Of course, the united $tates 
is depicted as the noble defender of humynity and 
of earth in light of a humyn victory over the aliens 
2 decades ago. What is also made clear is that an 
entirely new and more comprehensive military alli-
ance has been drafted between all of the major im-
perialist powers labeled the Earth Space Defense, 
with China playing a prominent role.

What is more immediately puzzling is the talk 
of the great period ushered in by the humyn vic-
tory which has allegedly seen no military conflict 
and has achieved great leaps in prosperity with 
the use of alien technology to benefit “all humyni-
ty.” These are some pretty big achievements, if 
they were to hold water. However it seems that, 
like most boasts of amerika, the claims are just as 
hollow as they are in real life. Little is ever shown 
of the rest of the world outside of amerika (other 
than bits of Europe later in the film) although we 
do get to see several glimpses of an obscure desti-
nation in Afrika that is visited by the protagonists 
to meet with a local “warlord” whose people live 
underneath a large alien ship which had landed 
there during the first invasion.

What is interesting about their depiction of Af-
rikan people during this time is not only the direct 
contradiction with the president’s speech previ-
ously celebrating the great peace and prosperity, 
as well as the fact that this film does little to avoid 
the western stereotypes of Afrikan people in the 
media generally. The Afrikan people depicted in 

the film seem to have gained virtually nothing 
from the alien technology other than weaponry 
(consistent with a western worldview of what Af-
rikan people would find important) as well as the 
fact that they explicitly state the people in this re-
gion have been at near-constant warfare with the 
remnants of the alien army, and have been ruled 
by a “cruel warlord” whose aesthetic is meant to 
closely mirror that of a strong Communist leader, 
with the red flags and red stars. 

This is very revealing about not only the men-
talities of those who created the movie, but also 
of the characters within the film itself. The Af-
rikan people are summed up by this one vague 
and unspecified people they encounter who are 
meant to be the archetypical hyper-violent, prob-
ably Communist, and backward peoples. Further-
more, it becomes clear that when the president 
of amerika says “all humynity” what they mean 
is “all First World humynity” with an expressed 
focus on amerikans. So while for Communists it 
would seem contradictory to hear these statement 
and see the reality of Afrikan peoples at the same 
time, it is entirely consistent with the worldview 
of most amerikans and is uncontroversial to them.

Later in the film we are presented with the new 
alien threat, which is supposed to appear much 
more challenging than the previous one. Again, 
amerika champions itself as being the principal 
world leader as all of the seemingly most impor-
tant battles are fought in North Amerika and a 
majority of all scenes address amerikan charac-
ters in the aftermath of the second invasion. There 
is a focus on two euro-amerikan characters who 
constantly paint themselves as born-of-hardship 
soldiers who are entirely misunderstood by their 
non-white superiors, including the Chinese com-
manding officer. This falls entirely in line with 
the amerikan perception of being the “unwanted 
hero” that always must intervene to save the 
world. They are underappreciated, overdevel-
oped, and the model for humynity.

Another interesting aspect alluded to previ-
ously is the prominence of China. China is not 
only a major power depicted in the film, but sev-

eral of the most prominent characters, such as the 
commander of the lunar military installation, are 
Chinese. The film makes several overt attempts 
to appeal to the potential Chinese audiences. This 
has less to do with the film’s message as it has 
to do with an increasingly popular trend in films 
from the West in China. Despite being anticipated 
in the united $tates and Europe, Resurgence has 
not done well so far in the amerikan box office, 
however its revenue was nearly matched by the 
Chinese opening.(1) Follow the money.

This is not unique to this film, however, with 
many other recent films now pinning their hopes 
on a success in both the amerikan and Chinese 
box offices. Two good examples of this in recent 
years have been the new Warcraft film which did 
extremely poorly in the united $tates and yet was 
a huge success in China, as well as the Red Dawn 
remake, which had actually undergone enormous 
changes during production to change the antago-
nists from Chinese to northern Koreans in order to 
ensure it could be shown in China.(2) This is a rather 
strange example of how China is being transformed 
in its current place in the global markets as a major 
contender for marketing in the West as the Chinese 
government primes parts of the population for inte-
gration into the imperialist world economy.

Overall this film’s release exposes quite a lot 
about not only the amerikan consciousness, but as 
well the state of the global markets, as they must 
now recognize China as being a large and viable 
marketplace. Films such as Resurgence appeal di-
rectly to the ultra-racist and eurocentric worldviews 
of the audiences in an attempt to portray them as 
the saviors of the world, who take upon themselves 
the full burden and prestige for rescuing the planet 
in its hour of need. It goes to great lengths to dem-
onstrate amerika and the imperialist countries as 
the rightful leaders of the planet, and to obscure all 
real social relations behind their prosperity and the 
misery of Third World peoples.

Notes: 
1. https://variety.com/2016/film/news/box-office-independence-
day-resurgence-international-finding-dory-1201803848/ 
2. http://screenrant.com/red-dawn-villains-china-north-korea-
schrad-106177/
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by a California prisoner
October 2016

It's been 50 years since the most advanced 
segment of national class consciousness of a 
people came together in unity nationwide in the 
inner cites to challenge imperialism. The Black 
Panther Party for Self-Defense (BPP) was ca-
pable of leading the lumpen in the struggle for 
the overthrow of oppressive/exploitative relation-
ships and the building of national independence, 
self-determination, and socialism. They were 
equipped with the right ideology of dialecti-
cal materialism, which is a concrete analysis of 
concrete conditions, and knew how to apply it to 
where the principle of "from the people back to 
the people" was being done successfully with the 
breakfast for children program. However, they 
couldn't combat the oppressor's COINTELPRO 
strategy, which destroyed a beautiful movement. 
We celebrate the sacrifices these beautiful men 
and women made when they stood up to fascism, 
and some lost their life to the struggle by death, 
or state-sanctioned death known as incarceration, 
and they will not be forgotten.

As I've read books by Mumia Abu Jamal, Rob-
ert Hillary King, Huey P. Newton, David Hilliard, 
and Eldridge Cleaver (just to name a few), I'm 
reminded of what it means to be New Afrikan in 
the United $tates, as well as why being a revolu-

Celebrate the Legacy of the BPP - 50 Year Anniversary
tionary is the most 
important ideol-
ogy to have and 
apply when facing 
this oppression, 
and it's due to the 
same challenges 
we face today. 
COINTELPRO is 
not over, but has 
only advanced so 
that the oppressor does not see another people's 
revolution again. The spirit of the Panther lives 
inside of me, as well as countless others who lan-
guish behind enemy lines, and we will continue 
their legacy through our practice of serving the 
people.

MIM(Prisons) adds: To mark the 50th anniver-
sary of the most advanced Maoist party in the 
history of this country, we put out a commemo-
rative issue focused on the BPP this summer for 
our 50th issue of Under Lock & Key. In October, 
hundreds of copies were distributed at BPP com-
memorative events. That month we also finalized 
the updated edition of our study pack: “Defend 
the legacy of the Black Panther Party.”

We'd also add to this that the Party's own 
internal contradictions played out allowing 

by a North Carolina prisoner
October 2016

As the comrade whom recently filed a civil 
case against NCDPS stated “there are no rights, 
only power struggles.” Currently a prisoner en-
trapped in the cages of North Carolina, I testify 
his comment as truth. Censorship within NC pris-
ons has been expanded from safety examination 
to harassing and illegal.

Censorship has become as a tool to cover up 
the corruption, tyranny, and oppression. Not only 
outgoing and incoming mail, but also phone calls. 
When an incident of corruption occurs, these fa-
cilities will not allow prisoners to utilize commis-
sionary to purchase stamps, envelopes, or paper. 
Following the stoppage of canteens, warehouse 
officers will cease the issuance of paper and enve-
lopes for those of us who are indigent.

The continuous banning of ULK, and simi-
lar publications is a problem, but not our only 
problem. Those of us who are experiencing these 
conditions, we have to create a vanguard. And the 
comrades in Texas, California, and the like, we 
must create a voice. Where is the unity? Where is 
the solidarity. We have to construct a united front. 
It doesn’t only occur in North Carolina. Maltreat-
ment of prisoners occurs all across Amerika. We 
must step up to cease these problems. Our sons, 
daughters, the future generations, we must fight 
so they aren’t subjected to these circumstances.

Censorship in North Carolina has risen to the 
point where it’s an impossibility for my loved 
ones to receive a letter. Censorship in North Car-
olina has elevated to the plane where legal docu-
ments are not reaching their intended destina-
tions. NCPDS has become so oppressive to where 
there isn’t a law library in any correctional facility 
throughout the state.

NCPDS attempts to counter-attack, more ap-
propriately worded as prevent, a rise of conscious-
ness. The preventative measures began with strip-
ping us of the tools which was used to enslave 
us: politics, economics, and jurisprudence. As the 
historic figure Frederick Douglass wrote to Gerril 
Smith, the abolitionist, in his letter entitled "No 
Progress Without Struggle":

"The whole history of the progress of human 
liberty shows that all concessions, yet made to 
the august claims, have been born of earnest 
struggle. The conflict has been exciting, agitating, 
all-absorbing, and for the time putting all other 
tumults to silence. It must do this or it does nothing. 
If there is no struggle, there is no progress."

Mr. Frederick Douglass continues:

"Those who profess freedom and yet depre-
ciate agitation, are he who want crops without 
plowing up the ground. They want rain without 
thunder and lightning. They want the ocean with-
out the awful roar of its many waters. This strug-
gle may be a moral one; it may be a physical one, 
or it may be both moral and physical, but it must 
be a struggle. Power concedes nothing without 
a demand."

Battling Censorship in NC Is the prison industrial complex not the con-
temporary plantations? Are those of us who are 
locked away in the penal systems of Amerika, de-
nounced, then deprived of their rights? Dr. John 
S. Rock, an accomplished physician and lawyer, 
who was the first New-Afrikan attorney admit-
ted to the bar of the United $tates Supreme Court 
said, "The greatest battles which they have fought 
have been upon paper."

We are stripped of our rights according to their 
principles, laws, and constitution. North Carolina 
this is the time to support each other, to unite and 
form organizations, on the inside and outside to 
voice against the oppression. You are not alone. 
For all of those whom are oppressed, we have one 
common objective: to end it! Comrades, please 
aid your assistance by advice. The first step is or-
ganizing! One for all, all for one!

MIM(Prisons) responds: We previously re-
ported in ULK 52 on a former prisoner’s lawsuit 
against North Carolina Department of Public 
Safety (NCDPS) for censoring Under Lock & 
Key. Since that article we have not seen any up-
dates on this front.

In the meantime, Director of Rehabilitative 
Programs and Services Nicole E. Sullivan recently 
responded to our appeal of the censorship of ULK 
51. In eir response, Director Sullivan acknowl-
edges that ULK has a policy against violence and 
insurrection in our newletter, ey still says peaceful 
protest when no other administrative avenue has 
provided any relief is a threat to safety and order. 
The real threat to safety and order is the deplor-
able conditions of confinement that prisoners in 

North Carolina and across the country are forced 
to live in. It seems Director Sullivan sees prison-
ers as inanimate objects rather than people.

As ridiculous as this response is, we need a 
lawsuit to get NCDPS to budge on its censorship 
of ULK in the short-term. Getting ULK into the 
hands of prisoners is one major way we work 
toward addressing the long-term problems of op-
pression that NCDPS is able to operate under.

Also as part of our long-term strategy, we need 
to go beyond Frederick Douglass and the “prison 
industrial complex” analysis. While Douglass did 
provide inspiration for many, when it was time to 
decide between New Afrikan self-determination 
and integration with Amerikkka, Douglass affirmed 
eir loyalty to empire and was even appointed U.S. 
Marshall of the District of Columbia. This was at a 
time when others, including Harriet Tubman, were 
organizing separatist movements and independent 
institutions for New Afrikans, post-Civil War.(1)

We oppose the line that prisons are set up for 
profit (the analysis of the “prison industrial com-
plex”) because not only is it simply not true that 
the prison boom is motivated by profit from pris-
oner labor, it also glosses over the primary pur-
pose of prisons: to control oppressed populations.
(2) When we have our historical analysis ironed 
out, we will be better able to take on our oppres-
sors and win!

Notes:
1. Butch Lee, Jailbreak Out of History: the Re-Biography of Har-
riet Tubman, Second Edition, Kersplebedeb Publishing, 2015.
2. MIM(Prisons) has written extensively on the myth of the "pris-
on industrial complex." Send in a SASE for more on the topic.

Continued on page 22...
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ULK Subscriber Harassed
by an Illinois prisoner
June 2016

I'm writing in regards to the letter you re-
ceived from a Florida prisoner in January 2016, 
published in ULK 49 as "Prison Scares off Sub-
scribers." The prisoner was placed in segregation 
under investigation, which ey believes was due 
to receiving your publication Under Lock & Key. 
Well I'm from Western Illinois Correctional Cen-
ter in Mt. Sterling, Illinois. I had received ULK 
49 with no problem and yet on 15 June 2016 I 
received a notification from the mailroom that 
my recent publication of Under Lock & Key, I 
believe it's probably the May/June 2016 No. 50 
issue, was sent to the Publication Review Com-
mittee (PRC) for "proper handling," with notifi-
cation to follow. And yet here it is 22 June 2016, a 
week later, and I haven't received the notification 
from the PRC and/or the May/June 2016 issue of 
ULK. Amazingly 2 days after receiving the noti-
fication they came and did a shake down on my 
cell and messed with all my material in my cor-
respondence box and yet nothing was found. So I 
ask please remove me from your subscription list. 

MIM(Prisons) responds: We are always disap-
pointed to learn that prison harassment has scared 
a subscriber away from receiving Under Lock & 
Key. But these stories help to show the potential 
power of independent media of the oppressed. 
Prison administrators are afraid of this educational 
tool. So it is very important that everyone who 
is able fight back when faced with censorship of 
ULK, and all subscribers should be sharing their 
copy of the publication. You can write to us for ex-
tras if you want to share them with others. In this 
way we can spread the power of one copy of the 
publication to reach many people and help com-
pensate for the widespread censorship we face.

One Nine Eight Four
by SKS Heruglyphx of USW

The terrorist attains his goals
by means of instilling fear and intimidation.
The revolutionary, being an egalitarianist,
attains his goals by means of instilling courage.
So who then but the government is the real 

terrorist?
Using the press and the media,
showing off weapons and technologies,
instilling fear in the people,
giving them nothing but worries.
Wonder why oppressed people are standing 

up no more?
After decades of being psychologically 

bombarded,
with nothing but pro-imperialist goon (pigs)
and military blows
Big Brother's watching you, everybody knows.
Got you watching yourself too, from head to 

tippy toes
like you was living in One Nine Eight Four.

Chican@ Power Interview
Part 2
Below is Part 2 of an interview with one of the 
authors of the recently released book Chican@ 
Power and the Struggle for Aztlán. Part 1 was 
printed in ULK 52. Chican@ Power is primarily 
authored by Chican@ revolutionaries who are 
locked up in California's prison system. They 
wrote this book as part of a study group led 
by MIM(Prisons). The comrade interviewed 
is one of the imprisoned authors. The book is 
available to our subscribers for $10 or equiva-
lent work trade.

What overall impact do you think Chi-
can@ Power and the Struggle for Aztlán and 
the study group will have on the Chican@ na-
tion?

I think the book and the study group that 
MIM(Prisons) is doing [completed in spring 
2016], i think it will be the jumping off point 
for Chican@ lumpen in here, in many respects. I 
know there’s probably so many Chican@ masses 
that subscribe to Under Lock & Key and they’re 
probably not all too politically developed, some 
are. Some of them are beginning to think about 
some of the questions and some of the topics that 
we touch on in Chican@ Power and the Struggle 
for Aztlán. I think that group is gonna help them 
understand what we’re really speaking to in the 
book, which is Chican@ liberation and self-de-
termination, and the only way to accomplish this 
is under a Maoist flag. I think from there we can 
expect to see a lot of those same people hopefully 
continue to study, either through MIM(Prisons) 
or through their own organizations, or just on 
their own. But I think that’s really where it’s gon-
na start, as far as the book coming out. 

As far as the project goes, it’s something 
that’s been a long time coming, and that should 
have been done a long time ago. Thankfully 
MIM(Prisons) was there to fill that void, where 
other people were failing. I mean there’s a few 
Chican@ organizations that claim to be revolu-
tionary, or they’re internationalists, or so-called 
internationalist organizations and they really just 
pay a lot of lip service. They believe writing an 
article on a certain topic and just making some 
kind of statement, you know, that they believe 
all people should be free or something, thinking 
that’s internationalism. But i think MIM(Prisons) 
really showed us what internationalism is. Which 
is comrades reaching out to each other and help-
ing each other and assisting each other and help-
ing us build ourselves up. Realizing that many 
prisoners, even a lot of revolutionary prisoners, 
are still i think at something of a low level of po-
litical development, you know, just because of 
our own conditions. 

So i think the book is really gonna uplift Az-
tlán, it’s gonna help educate people, it’s gonna 
help educate the Chican@ masses behind prison 
walls. Because people in general, especially in 
prison, are just consumed with bourgeois ideol-
ogy, you know? It’s just all about me doing me, 
making money, and that’s it and fuck everybody 
else. 

There’s a lot of people, at least from my ex-
perience, who read any kind of revolutionary lit-
erature, i think they read it as they read it, they’re 
kind of studying it, they’re soaking up ideas, and 
stuff like that. But i don’t really think they take the 
time and really go in-depth into the text, as with 

the MIM(Prisons)-run study programs, where 
comrades have the opportunity to engage with 
MIM(Prisons) and with other comrades and with 
each other on a variety of questions, you know, 
concerning not only prisoners but the interna-
tional communist movement as well. 

You know, i was completely ignorant to 
a lot of this stuff until i started working with 
MIM(Prisons) and Cipactli [another author of 
the book]. So i really just think this book is gonna 
mark a new level of development in Aztlán for the 
Chican@ masses. I would hope that in the next 
coming years we really begin to see a upsurge 
in the Chican@ masses in prisons and really, 
you know not just getting conscious, but actually 
building on that consciousness by organizing. 

There’s so many things that i think that could 
be done in here and i think as we all know, at 
least Chican@ prisoners, you know, the key to 
peace on the streets is peace in the prisons. And 
i think for us to have peace on the streets and for 
the Chican@ liberation movement to really begin 
organizing out there, it has to start in the prisons. 

[Part 1 of this interview discussed the 
transition from gangbanger to revolutionary, 
and for the author being interviewed a move 
to SNY helped em develop eir revolutionary 
consciousness. - Editor] It seems like your 
move to SNY played a big part in your political 
development. Could you speak more on SNY 
yards, their role and history?

Concerning the SNY yards, i would say these 
are for the most part a creation of CDC [Califor-
nia Department of Corrections], who have uti-
lized certain methods of warfare such as divide 
and conquer tactics against Aztlán, within the 
prison setting. Initially i believe by both remov-
ing prison leaders from the mainline that knew 
how to provide stability and order to the lumpen 
organizations. As well as by purposely integrat-
ing certain individuals who act in a opposite 
manner, creating instability and disorder to a 
previously quote-unquote “stable” environment. 

I think most people coming from a mainline 
end up on SNY due to prison politics. It could be 
something minor from maybe hanging out with 
different nationalities a little too much to some-
thing maybe a little bit more major as in stepping 
into the prison political arena and attempting to 
exert some kind of influence. But i also think a lot 
of people, and this is also something i’m start-
ing to see more and more, is a lot of people are 
just coming over here just cuz they’re just getting 
tired of all the things going on over there. I think 
a lot of people come over due to those main fac-
tors right there. 

So i think, connected to the SNY yards i be-
lieve is also partly connected to the creation of 
the SHUs [Security Housing Units], because i 
mean before the SHUs there were no SNY yards, 
you know? So i think how they’re connected is the 
fact that when CDC started taking certain lead-
ership off of the yards, it created a power vac-
uum, where you had certain individuals having 
power struggles and things of that nature. Which, 
in turn, opened up the door for the SNY yards to 
be created, for it to be widened. Because i believe 
it was maybe only one or two in the past and like 
within the last 15 or 20 years it’s becoming the 
majority within California prisons. 

It’s pretty amazing that this book was 
Continued on next page...
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 Chican@ Power and the 
Struggle for Aztlán

by a MIM(Prisons) Study Group

Chican@ Power is an invaluable resource 
for anyone struggling for liberation of 
the internal semi-colonies of the United 
$tates. We are sending it out with study 
questions for use in your study group or 
individual study. We compiled answers to 
these study questions into a study pack, 
which can be sent to you after you’ve 
read the book, or if the book is censored.

We don’t want to prevent anyone from 
getting the book for lack of funds, but the 
production costs are HUGE.  The book 
costs $22.95 + s/h ($10 for prisoners). 
We’re asking anyone who can contribute 
$10 for their copy, or more to cover 
for others, to please step up and send 
in your donations today. If your facility 
allows, you can send us stamps. To send a 
check, we need to send you instructions, 

so tell us first.

por un@ prisioner@ en Pennsylvania
July 2016

Yo soy un joven que ha dedicado su vida a la 
revolución. A lo primero yo no entendía porque 
la necesidad de la revolución. Ahora me encuen-
tro preso y los Latinos y Boricuas me enseñaron 
a educarme en quien soy yo. Para ser revolucio-
nario tienes que entender de la opresión sobre tu 
gente - y con el mundo. Cómo Amerikkka está 
oprimiendo a nuestra gente con el capitalismo, la 
injusticia, y con el imperialismo, que es el enemi-
go numero uno. Estando preso yo he visto como 
muchos de estos guardias racistas nos tratan por el 
color de nuestra piel, nuestro lenguaje, y más por 
nuestra unidad. Para ver y hacer un cambio tiene 
que haber unidad! Como nosotros como Latinos 
podemos ayudar a otros, si a veces ni nosotros 
mismos nos ayudamos? Tenemos que unirnos y 
educarnos, porque educación, sabiduría, discipli-
na, e inteligencia es poder! Educación es el poder 
a la revolución. 

Nosotros con la mente maestra de la revolu-
ción estando presos, tenemos que coger el tiempo 
y educar a la juventud que esta entrando a las 

La Unidad Para Ganar la Revolución: Dentro las Cárceles
prisiones. Enseñarles que ser gangero o tenerle 
odio a otra persona por el color de su piel no es el 
camino correcto de caminar. Que coger un puñal 
o una navaja para guerrear por una calle o ciudad 
no hay ganancia. Sino que, cogiendo un libro rev-
olucionario, de educación, y educándote y ayu-
dando a otros, ahí hay ganancia y beneficio. Yo 
como revolucionario estoy dispuesto a pelear con 
el sistema corrupto, la injusticia, y por la indepen-
dencia de mi raza, con el poder de la educación. 
La violencia no resuelve nuestros problemas. Si 
nos unimos de corazón, con una unidad verdade-
ra, y usamos nuestra inteligencia para desenmas-
carar al sistema y sus pocas vergüenzas, seremos 
vencedores. 

Por eso cojo tiempo. Pero siempre ten en men-
te que nuestro trabajo para la revolución viene 
con ganancia. Ser guerreros para la revolución, 
hoy, mañana, y siempre. 

Una camarada de USW responde: Siempre es 
un gusto escuchar que hay camaradas dispuestos 
a dedicarse a la lucha revolucionaria. Queda men-
cionar que la educación revolucionaria correcta 
es el Marxismo-Leninismo-Maoismo, que es el 

¿Quieres leer más en español? 
 
Tenemos algunos libros y revistas revolucionarios. 
Escríbenos para pedir los. En cambio por la 
literatura gratuita pedimos que nos mandes 
algo de trabajo. Escríbenos un artículo, forma 
un grupo de estudio, mándenos algún arte, lo 
que puedas hacer para contribuir a la lucha 
revolucionaria.

We need volunteers who can read and write 
well in both English and Spanish to translate for 
Under Lock & Key. A fast growing segment of 
the U.$. prison population is Spanish-speaking 
migrants. By translating into Spanish, you 
can help ULK reach out to our imprisoned 
compañer@s.

Write in to put in work! ¡En Lucha!

authored by a group of people together through 
the mail, some of them locked in isolation cells 
for years. Could you speak on what that whole 
experience was like, some challenges and 
interesting aspects of that process? 

Well, firstly i think working on Chican@ Pow-
er and the Struggle for Aztlán was definitely a 
learning experience, as far as working on a book 
through the mail. You know it seemed like a mon-
umental task at the time, when i was first invited 
to participate, but i was also very excited about 
it. As far as learning about the various steps it 
took to actually write and publish the book, it 
was a learning experience in that respect. But 
more importantly, i think the lessons i learned 
about were about my own subjective power and 
ability to reach out to the Chican@ lumpen be-
hind prison walls. 

I think it was the very fact that i’m incarcer-
ated, which allowed me to write from the impris-
oned Chican@ perspective, which is, after all, 
our target audience. Therefore i think the fact 
that i am incarcerated helps the book carry a 
certain level of legitimacy amongst the oppressed 
Chican@ prison masses. Not because of some 
supposed notoriety as a convict or anything like 
that, but because the Chican@ masses will see 
that me and the co-authors are writing both from 
a perspective very similar to their own.

 
I think the only real challenge was just a lack 

of access to a variety of research materials. Al-
though MIM(Prisons) did an excellent job of as-
sisting me, I can’t help but think what more could 
I have contributed to this project if I had more ac-
cess to information, you know, mainly the inter-
net or at least just more books, just more research 
material. I always thought i was lacking in that 
regard, especially because i think i was still 
pretty new to the whole Chican@ national libera-
tion movement. And so a lot of what i contributed 
was stuff that i learned with MIM(Prisons) and 
through my interactions with Cipactli. I think 

that was the only real challenge was a lack of 
more information. 

Finally, what do you see as some of the main 
challenges to organizing the prison population?

I don’t think there’s too many Chican@s out 
there right now that are really tripping on this 
whole revolutionary politics or socialism or 
anything like that. A lot of Chican@s in here are 
caught up in the whole cultural nationalist thing, 
and they’re more worried about keeping traditions 
alive and following our own culture and not letting 
our people be absorbed by new Amerikan culture. 

From my experience these types of beliefs are 
most commonly found in the over-30 crowd in the 
California prison system. Most of these people 
have spent a majority of the sentences on main-
line yards. Something that i have begun to take 
more note of is that these younger generations 
of Chican@ prisoners who have begun to enter 
the system seem to be more Amerikanized. And 
what i mean by this is that many younger genera-
tions seem to not have either the knowledge or 
the desire to learn about their culture, which is 
an oppressed nation’s culture. Many Chican@s 
these days seem to identify first and foremost as 
Amerikans, who, on occasion, will even spit out 
certain Amerikan chauvinistic beliefs. 

They also don’t understand a lick of Spanish. 
I think this is problematic for the Chican@ na-
tion as far as the Spanish language helps many 
Chican@s to identify or at least find common 
ground with other Raza.

 
Last but not least, i think today’s Chican@s 

also seem to be more consumed by capitalistic 
society, that is also integral to the white Ameri-
kan nation and culture. And what i mean by this 
is that younger Chican@ prisoners today seem to 
be more consumed by money than previous gen-
erations. 

So the comparison would be that while on the 
mainline there’s a very strong sense of unity and 

cultural identity amongst Chican@s, which func-
tions in a positive way by introducing imprisoned 
Chican@s to various aspects of a national iden-
tity outside of Amerika. Whereas on SNY yard, 
this function is largely missing. However i think 
this is where Chican@ Power and the Struggle 
for Aztlán will help to fill some of the voids left 
by the mainline experience, by introducing or re-
introducing for the very first time aspects of Chi-
can@ culture and identity which many Chican@s 
may have previously been ignorant of. Therefore 
Chican@ Power and the Struggle for Aztlán will 
hopefully help to uplift the Chican@ nation, from 
a Maoist perspective. 

análisis y la acción materialista más avanzada que 
se ha desarrollado. Animamos a este camarada y a 
todos los lectores a que formen grupos de estudio, 
ya que como dice este camarada, la educación es 
poder, poder para derrumbar al imperialismo y 
capitalismo que son los creadores de la opresión. 
MIM(Prisiones) puede brindar material educativo 
a aquellos que lo pidan. Si no tiene dinero puede 
hacer trabajo para pagar.
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por Soso de MIM(Prisons) 
traducido por un@ prisioner@ en California
Abril 2016

El 9 de Septiembre del 2016 fue el quinta día 
de demostración de Paz y Solidaridad anual en 
prisiones a lo largo de los Estados Unidos. Esta 
es una oportunidad para que reclusos conmemo-
ren el aniversario de la insurrección en Attica y 
atraer atención a los abusos de presos por todo 
el país por medio de ayunos y paro de trabajo de 
24 horas. La demostración anual fue iniciada en 
el 2012 por una organización en el Frente Unido 
para la Paz en las Prisiones (UFPP), y se ha toma-
do como un evento anual de la UFPP, con gente 
participando en prisiones por todo el país.

Esta demostración esta alineada con los prin-
cipios de la UFPP de formar unidad entre pri-
sioneros que tengan el interés común de pelear 
la opresión del sistema criminal injusto. Presos 
están tomando las 24 horas de manifestación para 
empeñarse en educación y construcción de soli-
daridad; cesando toda hostilidad entre prisionero 
contra prisionero. Este es un pequeño pero sig-
nificativo paso en formar un Frente Unido en-
tre organizaciones de prisioneros e individuos 
cometidos al movimiento anti-imperialista. Es 
una oportunidad para juntarse, publicar el UFPP 
y estimar nuestro progreso. Para estar de pie en 
un frente unido, no necesitamos estar de acuerdo 
en cada tema político, pero tenemos que unirnos 
alrededor de principios centrales para componer-
nos y estar de pie como uno. La construcción de 
unidad comienza mucho antes del 9 de Septiem-
bre para esos que están engranando a otros para 
participar en la protesta. Es un largo y lento pro-
ceso de educación y organización para construir 
el movimiento anti-imperialista.

Recientemente hemos aprendido de otro lla-
mado de acción para el 9 de Septiembre, un 
"Llamado de Acción Contra esclavitud en Amer-
ica."(1) La gente que hizo este llamado escribió: 
"En el 9 de Septiembre del 2016 comenzamos una 
acción para el cierre de prisiones en todo el país. 
No solo demandaremos el fin de esclavitud pri-
sionera, la acabaremos nosotros mismos cesando 
de ser esclavos." Este llamado nacional de paro 
de trabajo en las prisiones coincide con la dem-
ostración en solidaridad de la UFPP y tomamos 
esta oportunidad para comentar en las similares 
y diferencias.

Antes queremos decir que siempre estamos 
contentos al ver gente tomar organización y tratar 
de comenzar unidad detrás de las rejas. Hay muy 
buenos puntos traídos en este llamado a la ac-
ción, particularmente en el reconocimiento de 
las crecientes protestas en las prisiones por todo 
el país y la importancia de esta resistencia. Con 
nuestro enfoque en construir un Frente Unido en-
tre presos, esperamos trabajar con esta gente para 
ampliar nuestro movimiento. No estamos seguros 
si los organizadores están enterados del trabajo 
que la UFPP ha estado haciendo por cinco años 
en las protestas del 9 de Septiembre, a si deci-
dieron intencionalmente iniciar una acción aparte 

Peleando al Verdadero Enemigo el 9 de Septiembre, Demostración de Solidaridad
por los desacuerdos con la UFPP. Nuestros inten-
tos de contactar a los organizadores siguen sin ser 
contestados.

Tácticamente, ambos estamos promoviendo 
una huelga de trabajo en este día. Mientras una 
huelga de un solo día es más simbólica que cu-
alquier cosa, vemos poder en la habilidad de 
presos para "el cierre" de facilidades sin hacer el 
trabajo para mantenerlas operando por un periodo 
potencialmente largo. Sin embargo, los organiza-
dores detrás de este recién llamado están tomando 
la huelga de trabajo al nivel de una cuestión de 
linea, a lo cual le tenemos fuertes desacuerdos. 
Se enfocan en una huelga de trabajo porque es-
tán enfocados en eliminar lo que ellos ven como 
"esclavitud" en las prisiones de los Estados Uni-
dos. Sin embargo, para las Marxistas, esclavitud 
es un sistema económico específico que envuelve 
a gente como propiedad para explotar de sus la-
bores. Esclavos tienen valor de canje, igual como 
otros objetos que son vendidos y comprados. Este 
valor de canje de gente es la base de un sistema 
horrible que consiste en la captura y compra de 
humanos. Gente confunde el labor de prisiones 
con esclavitud porque hay unas significantes 
igualdades: el labor en las prisiones envuelve que 
trabajadores reciban un pago muy poco o nada, y 
como esclavos, prisioneros tienen dado vivienda, 
comida y otras necesidades básicas mientras es-
tán en cautividad. Pero podemos ver claramente 
que no hay un cambio valorar en presos por que 
los estados tienen que pagarle a otros estados para 
que reciban a sus prisioneros. Esto es lo opuesto 
de esclavitud donde gente paga por la compra de 
esclavos.

Más aun, para poder llamar el labor de pri-
sioneros esclavitud, debe de haber explotación. 
Podemos ver que esta explotación (prisiones te-
niendo ganancias del labor de los presos) solo 
existe para una pequeña porción de los presos 
en EE.UU.(2) Estados como Texas y Louisiana 
tienen industrias significativamente productivas 
que recuerdan a los días de esclavitud. Para la 
mayoría esta no es la realidad. Prisiones requieren 
grandes infusiones de fondos federales y estatales 
para poder operar. Si estuvieran haciendo ganan-
cias de los labores de presos, este desagüe de los 
fondos públicos no serian requeridos. En su lugar 
el labor de presos esta solamente compensado en 
una pequeña porción del costo de operación.

Unas personas nos dicen que esto solo es 
semántica, alegando la definición de un significa-
do antes de hablar del verdadero problema que las 
prisiones están torturando a seres humanos mien-
tras permiten a los verdaderos criminales dirigir 
el gobierno y corporaciones capitalistas. Pero esta 
reciente llamada de protesta contra la esclavitud 
prisionera, desvalora porqué éstas definiciones 
son tan importantes. Los organizadores de esta 
protesta del 9 de Septiembre contra esclavitud 
escribieron lo siguiente: "Cuando eliminemos la 
esclavitud, perderán mucho de sus incentivos para 
encarcelar a nuestros hijos, pararán de construir 
trampas para volver a jalar a los que han liberado. 
Cuando removamos el motivo económico y la 

grasa de nuestra labor forzado del sistema pri-
sionero de los E.U, la estructura entera de cortes 
y policías, de control y casería de esclavos deberá 
de cambiar para acomodarnos como humanos, 
en vez de como esclavos." Esta declaración no 
es cierta, e ignora la verdadera economía de las 
prisiones cuales reciben sobre $60 billones de 
dólares al año en fondos estatales y federales para 
cubrir el costo de operación. ¿Porque funciona-
ría al gobierno un negocio donde pierde dinero? 
Ciertamente no para una ganancia económica!

El motivo económico de la esclavitud no es la 
fuerza guía detrás de las prisiones. Y aunque no lo 
llamemos esclavitud, economía no es la razón de 
las prisiones. Aunque es cierto que bastante gente 
gana muy buenos salarios, y muchas compañías 
hacen montones de dinero por servir al sistema 
prisionero, esto solo es la redistribución de ga-
nancias tomadas de la explotación de trabajadores 
del Tercer Mundo. Es por eso que tiene que venir 
de lo que el gobierno asigna hacia las prisiones. 
Y que los $60 mil millones de dólares pueden 
ser vertidos hacia cualquier otro proyecto que 
suministra empleos para la aristocracia laboral 
Amerikana igual de fácil y todos esos guardias 
y otros que trabajan en las prisiones estarán fe-
lices al igual. Prisiones son una conveniente ruta 
para redistribuir super ganancias imperialistas a 
la aristocracia laboral dentro las fronteras de los 
EE.UU., pero no son definitivamente la única op-
ción si la economía fuera la única consideración.

Es critico que activistas y revolucionarios en-
tiendan que Amerika ha construido un enorme 
sistema criminal injusto como instrumento para 
el control social. Las prisiones son usadas para 
encerrar naciones oprimidas y activistas. La histo-
ria de prisiones en este país claramente demuestra 
esto. Miramos una grande crecida de encarcela-
mientos comenzando desde 1974 después que 
los movimientos revolucionarios de esos tiempos 
fueron puestos en la mira por el gobierno. Hasta 
ese tiempo había una relativamente baja y estable 
razón de encarcelamiento en éste país. Después la 
velocidad de encarcelamiento de las Primeras Na-
ciones, Nuevo Afrikan@s, Chican@s subió a un 
número enormemente desproporcionado relacio-
nado con los blancos, comenzando en los 1970s. 
Estos eventos históricos y hechos económicos 
ponen en claro que prisiones Amerikkkanas son 
usadas para el control social, no para ganancias.

Los organizadores de la protesta anti-esclavi-
tud están desviando a la gente a creer que al cer-
rar trabajos en las prisiones cerrarán los prisiones. 
Causará dificultades, y es una táctica muy válida 
para ejercer poder como un grupo. Pero el labor 
de presos mismo no es la contradicción principal 
en prisión. Garantizamos que si fuéramos a alcan-
zar una unidad para hacer una huelga extendida 
de trabajo en las prisiones sobre los Estados Uni-
dos, que Amerika descifrara como mantener a los 
oprimidos encarcelados.

Nosotros llamamos esto una falla a reconocer 
la contradicción principal. En este caso estamos 

Continúa en la página siguiente...
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El Ministro Maoísta Internacional de Prisiones, MIM(Prisiones), es una 
célula de revolucionarios que sirve las masas opresas adentro de las prisiones 
de los EEUU. Mantenemos la ideología comunista revolucionaria del Marx-
ismo-Leninismo-Maoísmo y trabajamos del punto del proletariado del tercer 
mundo.

El imperialismo es el enemigo número uno de la mayoría de gente del 
mundo, no podemos obtener nuestra meta de terminar toda opresión sin der-
ribar el imperialismo. La historia nos ha mostrado que el imperialista hará 
guerra antes de permitir un fin a la opresión.

Como revolucionarios internacionalistas, nos apoyamos la auto-determi-
nación de todas naciones y gente. Hoy, el sistema de prisiones de los EEUU 
es un parte mayor del estado imperialista siendo usado para prevenir la auto-
determinación de las naciones opresas. Es por esta razón que vemos a pri-
sioneros en este país como manteniendo la delantera de cualquier movimiento 
anti-imperialista y revolucionario. Mientras que nuestra organización se en-
foca en apoyo al prisionero, creemos que hay una necesidad grave de trabajo 
para el Maoísta en organizar y educar en muchas áreas en los Estados Unidos. 
Tenemos la esperanza que alguna gente se inspire por nuestro ejemplo alred-
edor de prisiones y que lo aplique a su propio trabajo para crear más células 
maoísta y amplíe el movimiento Maoísta detrás de las líneas del enemigo.

MIM(Prisiones) se distingue de otros grupos en los siguientes seis puntos. 
Consideramos que las otras organizaciones que activamente mantienen estos 
puntos ser fraternal.

1. El comunismo es nuestra meta. El comunismo es una sociedad en donde 
ningún grupo tiene poder sobre cualquier otro grupo. 

2. La dictadura del proletariado es necesaria. En una dictadura del prole-
tariado la anteriormente mayoría explotada dicta a la minoría, la que promov-
ió la explotación, cómo se debe conducir a la sociedad. En el caso de naciones 
imperialistas, una dictadura del proletariado de naciones oprimidas en unión 
(JDPON siglas en inglés) debe hacer este papel en donde no hay proletariado 
interno o una base significante de masas que favorecen el comunismo.

3. Promovemos un frente unido con todos los que se oponen al imperi-
alismo. El camino a la JDPON sobre las naciones imperialistas incluye en 
unir a todos aquellos que se puedan unir contra el imperialismo. No podemos 
pelear contra el imperialismo y pelear contra otros que están ocupados en 
conflictos de vida y muerte contra el imperialismo a mismo tiempo. Aún las 
clases de una nación imperialista pueden ser aliados en el frente unido bajo 
ciertas condiciones. 

4. Una clase parasítica domina los países del primer mundo. Como Marx, 
Engels, y Lenin formularon y el pensamiento de MIM ha extendido a través 
del análisis materialista, el imperialismo extrae súper-ganancias del Tercer 
Mundo y usa en parte esta riqueza para comprar poblaciones enteras de supu-
estos llamados trabajadores. Estos supuestos llamados trabajadores compra-
dos por el imperialismo forman un nuevo sector de la sub-burguesía llamada 
la aristocracia laboral; ésta no es un vehículo para el Maoísmo. Aquellos que 
trabajan en los intereses económicos de la aristocracia laboral del Primer 
Mundo forman la masa básica del aprieto-mortal sobre el Tercer Mundo del 
imperialismo.

5. Nuevas burguesías se formaran bajo el socialismo. Mao guió el ataque 
para exponer a la burguesía que se desarrolló dentro del Partido Comunista de 
la Unión Soviética y la campaña para bombardear las jefaturas en su propio 
país, China. Esas experiencias demostraron la necesidad de revolución conti-
nua bajo la dictadura del proletariado. La lucha de clases no termina hasta que 
el estado se haya anulado y el comunismo se haya alcanzado.

6. La Gran Revolución Cultural del Proletariado en China fue el mayor 
avance hacia el comunismo en la historia. Apoyamos a la Unión Soviética 
hasta la muerte de Stalin en 1953, seguida por la República Popular China 
hasta 1976 como los mejores ejemplos del socialismo moderno en práctica. 
El arresto de la “cuadrilla de cuatro” en China y el ascenso de Krushchev en 
la Unión Soviética marcaron la restauración del capitalismo en esos países. 
Otros experimentos en el desarrollo del socialismo en el siglo XX fracasaron 
en sobrepasar el modelo Soviético (es decir, Albania), o peor, se quedaron 
dentro del modo capitalista de producción, generalmente debido al fracaso 
para romper con la Teoría de las Fuerzas Productivas. 

El MIM(Prisiónes)

In the Name of Socialism
by a California prisoner

Stop — freeze / Pig get on your knees 
You can hate me / But you can't stop thee 
Movement in progress / Socialism rises, 
Like the Phoenix –  / All shapes and sizes, 
Walk of life / Will walk to town 
We stop until / Capitalist trash falls down

Special Literature Offers
Learn about the labor aristocracy:
Introduction to the Labor Aristocracy study pack 

by MIM(Prisons) ($3)
Divided World, Divided Class by Zak Cope ($25)
The Labor Aristocracy and the International 

Communist Movement study pack by 
MIM(Prisons) ($1)

Imperialism and its Class Structure in 1997 by 
MC5 ($10)

Labor Aristocracy, Mass base of Social 
Democracy by H.W. Edwards ($12)

Updated Study Packs:
Defend the Legacy of the Black Panther Party ($6)
Fascism and Contemporary Economics ($3)
All African People’s Revolutionary Party 

dialogue ($1) 

...Continuado de la pág. anterior ...Sept 9
hablando de la cosa que mejor empujara hacia ad-
elante la lucha de prisioneros contra la opresión. 
Peleando contra algo que no existe (la esclavitud) 
ciertamente no es la mejor manera hacia adelante. 
Aunque no lo llamemos esclavitud, peleando con-
tra el labor de presos como si esto pondrá un fin a 
las prisiones, también es incorrecto, y nos llevará 
a un callejón sin salida. Vemos la necesidad de 
unidad entre grupos de prisioneros e individuos 
como algo crítico para construir un movimiento 
anti-imperialista sólido. Nosotros creemos que 
esto consigna la verdadera contradicción princi-
pal que el movimiento de prisiones enfrenta, en-

tre intereses colectivos de los lumpen encarcela-
dos y las tendencias individualistas actualmente 
dominantes entre esa clase. Esto es porque nos 
organizamos el 9 de Septiembre, para construir 
un día de paz y solidaridad. Envuelva en este día! 
Escribanos para conseguir el paquete organizador 
del 9 de septiembre y empezar a establecerse en 
tu prisión.

Notas:
1. Lean la llamada a protestar contra la esclavitud 
aquí:https://iwoc.noblogs.org/post/2016/04/01/an-
nouncement-of-nationally-coordinated-prisoner-work-
stoppage-for-sept-9-2016/ 
2. MIM(Prisons), Abril 2009, MIM(Prisons) on U.$. 
Prison Economy, Under Lock & Key Issue 8. 

...Continued from page 18 ...50 Year
COINTELPRO to deliver the death blows that 
it did. There is no all-powerful oppressor that 
can stop the oppressed, although we are in the 
minority in this country. So as COINTELPRO 
continues, we learn from history and push the 
struggle forward!

Write for ULK
Planned themes for upcoming issues:
54 - Movement Tactics - How do we decide 
what tactics to use in our present-day strug-
gle? Why do we work on campaigns that we 
don’t think will be successful?
55 - United Front alliances with white na-
tionalist groups - Is there ever a time when 
we would unite with reactionary oppressor-na-
tion lumpen orgs in a United Front for Peace 
in Prisons? How has this been done, and how 
could it be done? Or why should we avoid it? 
Would unity with pariahs such as snitches or 
child molesters ever be appropriate?
56 - Movement Growth - In Mao’s essay “On 
the Correct Handling of Contradictions Among 
the People,” ey writes of melding practice 
with criticism and discussion in order for our 
movement and the masses to grow to greater 
understanding, unity, and strength. The es-
say explains, when struggling among political 
allies (friends), to start from a place of unity, 
struggle through discussion, and come away 
with greater unity. In this ULK we want to ex-
plore how this method applies to the prison 
environment. 
Study Mao’s essay and write a reflection based 
on your own practice. Explain best practices 
for struggle, based on your own experimen-
tation. Identity shortcomings in your practice, 
modify it, and share the results.
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abbreviated glossary- write in for our full glossary and 
more study materials on these topics (send $4 or work trade)

ideological definitions

maoism: Maoism is the doctrine which guided 
the fi rst successful Third World peasant revolution 
that liberated China in 1949 and guided the building 
of socialism in that country until capitalism was re-
stored in 1976. Maoism infl uenced all the subsequent 
anti-colonial struggles in Africa and Asia and inspired 
many other revolutionary movements including ones 
inside the United $tates.

Maoism is famous for many changes in China, 
including land reform; collectivization of agriculture in 
what was then a poor country; ejecting both foreign 
occupiers and pro-landlord elements with the strategy 
of "People's War" against numerically, fi nancially and 
technically superior enemies; abolishing China's huge 
drug addiction problem; ending pornography and pros-
titution; eliminating the practice of breaking wimmin's 
feet (footbinding) to make them smaller and supposed-
ly cuter; establishing China's fi rst law allowing divorce 
and eventually instituting worker-run industry without 
private property in the means of production.

Complete revolution is fundamental to Maoism. 
This means that all social, cultural, political and 
economic relations must be revolutionized. People 
will not be liberated by simply breaking the state or 
smashing capitalism. China’s Great Proletarian Cul-
tural Revolution is the best example we have of this 
attempt to completely eradicate capitalist infl uence in 
a society.

internationalism: The ethical belief or scientifi c 
approach in which peoples of different nations are 
held to be equal. Internationalism is opposed to rac-
ism and national chauvinism.

We Maoists believe the nationalism of oppressed 
nations is "applied internationalism." We oppose na-
tionalism of oppressed nations directed at other op-
pressed nations. We seek a united front of oppressed 
nations led by the international proletariat against im-
perialism.

Today there are two kinds of internationalism: 
bourgeois internationalism and proletarian inter-
nationalism. In the bourgeois internationalist view, 
peoples of all countries should have a chance to 
become exploiters. In the proletarian internationalist 
view, exploitation inevitably leads to violent confl ict, 
so peace amongst nations depends on a global view 
not defending private property.

revolutionary nationalism: The solution to 
the plight of the oppressed nation in liberating itself 
from the global imperialist system to attain self-deter-
mination. Revolutionary nationalists see the struggle 
of the nation as primary. They may or may not be 
communists.

economic systems

imperialism: Lenin defi ned imperialism as the 
highest stage of capitalism. Defi ned by the globaliza-
tion of capital, the dominance of fi nance capital and 
the division of the world into imperialist and exploited 
nations; Maoists see the latter as the principal contra-
diction in the world today.

As the economic system that dominates the 
world, imperialism determines much of the material 

reality that everyone on planet Earth faces today, in-
cluding war, poverty and environmental destruction. 
This means that the status quo promoted by imperial-
ist interests is the biggest hindrance to change. As 
the dominant imperialist power, both fi nancially and 
militarily, the United $tates generally serves as the 
primary target of our attacks as anti-imperialists.

capitalism: Capitalism is a mode of production, or 
economic system, where the bourgeoisie or capitalist 
class owns the means of production and exploits the 
labor of the proletariat. Because the proletariat owns 
nothing, they are forced to sell their labor power on 
the market in exchange for what they need to survive. 
When they work for the capitalist, the capitalist owns 
the value that they create and only pays them the 
portion of this value to sustain themselves. The rest 
is called surplus value, or the profi t exploited from the 
worker, which is the basic law of capitalist economic 
relations.

state capitalism: Under state capitalism, the 
state nominally owns the means of production, but 
production is organized around profi t, not the needs 
of the people. The Soviet Union became state capi-
talist under Khrushchev, and China became state 
capitalist under Deng Xiaoping. In both cases, a new 
bourgeoisie developed within the state apparatus 
and the Communist Party itself. 

socialism: When Maoists use the term socialism 
we are referring to the transition stage between the 
capitalist mode of production and communism. This 
involves organizing society with the goal of meeting 
people's needs, not making profi t. History shows that 
a dictatorship of the proletariat (as opposed to our 
present dictatorship of the bourgeoisie) is necessary 
to make socialism work and maintain democracy in 
a socialist society. Class struggle continues under 
socialism.      

communism: The abolition of power of people over 
people. This means abolishing all oppression, wheth-
er of nations by nations, classes by classes, women 
by men or any other division in society. Communism 
is based on mutual cooperation, peace and justice 
instead of oppression.

Long-run goals of communism include the aboli-
tion of classes and organizing society without govern-
ments or borders. As in certain tribal societies in the 
past and living still today, communists believe that it 
is possible for humyns to organize themselves with-
out war, crime, starvation and homelessness. When 
there are social problems, communists blame those 
problems on how society is organized. They seek 
to organize society to bring out the best in people, 
however fl awed the species may be. No communist 
leader has ever claimed that a society has achieved 
communism yet. That means the industrial societies 
of our time have either lived in capitalism or social-
ism. Finally, communists believe that a communist 
party - not just ad hoc or individual organizing - is 
necessary to seize state power from the oppressors. 

class definitions

bourgeoisie: The exploiter class most character-
istic of the capitalist system. Their wealth is obtained 
from the labor of others, in particular the proletariat.

The term "bourgeoisie" now usually refers to the 
capitalist class in common usage. The capitalist class 
is those who own enough property that they would 
not have to work to make a living. This class only 

works if it wants to. Also included in the term are 
people with very powerful positions in production or 
government generally. A ruler may or may not have 
great assets on hand, but if ey really wanted them, ey 
has the power to get them. 

There is another common and critically impor-
tant usage of the term "bourgeoisie." Technically the 
bourgeoisie includes other sections, including those 
more numerous than the capitalist class. The "petty-
bourgeoisie" or "petit-bourgeoisie" refers to people 
who are exploiters but not on the scale of the capital-
ists. The petty-bourgeoisie often owns its own means 
of production or professional skills but does not hire 
enough workers to be able to quit working and still 
live a life of leisure. There are other categories of 
bourgeoisie that are not capitalist, such as what Mao 
called the "comprador bourgeoisie" which owes its 
existence to imperialist capitalists and cannot func-
tion on its own as a capitalist class.

labor aristocracy: Unlike the traditional petty 
bourgeoisie, they do not own their own means of pro-
duction and so must work for others. But unlike the 
proletariat and semi-proletariat, the labor aristocracy 
in the First World earn more than the value of their 
labor and therefore have interests that fall in the bour-
geois camp allying with imperialism.

In the First World today we defi ne this group as 
the lower segment of the petty-bourgeoisie, working 
for a wage and earning more than the value of their 
labor but without the means to get a loan to start a 
small business themselves. This group benefi ts from 
the imperialist world’s superexploitation of the Third 
World. They are bought off by the imperialists with 
these superprofi ts. In the First World this group is not 
exploited and so not part of the proletariat. On the 
contrary, their incomes are often higher than those 
traditionally classifi ed as the petty bourgeoisie in the 
Third World, further demonstrating their bourgeois 
character.

proletariat: The group of people who have noth-
ing to sell but their labor power for their subsistence. 
The proletariat does not draw any profi t from any kind 
of capital because they have none. Proletarians are 
propertyless and thus have “nothing to lose but their 
chains.” The proletariat is the least conservative ele-
ment of society. 

There are several groups that fall within the pro-
letariat: 1. The working proletariat are exploited by 
others who make a profi t off of their labor. 2. The non-
working proletariat make up the reserve army of the 
proletariat. In current times this group is usually tem-
porarily unemployed and seeking employment. The 
long-term unemployed usually fall into the lumpen-
proletariat. 3. The lumpen-proletariat, a group of 
people who are unable to sell their labor power in the 
long term and so end up living as parasites on other 
proletarians. This group is found in the Third World, 
and is distinct from the First World lumpen.

first world lumpen: The class of people in 
the First World who are excluded from the produc-
tive process. By virtue of living in the First World 
this class, on average, receives more material ben-
efi ts from imperialism than the global proletariat. As 
such their interests are not the same as the exploited 
classes and we do not include them in the "lumpen-
proletariat." But their conditions in many ways paral-
lel those of the lumpen-proletariat standing in stark 
contrast to the majority of the First World populations. 
This class includes U.$. prisoners, which is a focus of 
the organizing work MIM(Prisons) does today.
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ATTENTION SUBSCRIBERS: 
You must write to us every 6 months to stay on our mailing list. 
Tell us what mail you’ve gotten since the last time you wrote.
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Control Units (CUs) are used as a tool of political repression to alienate and torture anyone who works for change from 

within prisons. Control units can be generally described as: Permanently designated prisons, or cells in prisons, that lock pris-
oners in solitary confinement for 22 or more hours a day with no congregate dining, exercise or other services, and virtually no 
programs for prisoners. Prisoners are placed in control units for extended periods of time. MIM(Prisons) has the most complete 
data on control units available at www.abolishcontrolunits.org. Much of this data came directly from prisoners themselves. Help 
keep it updated by completing this survey. Write out a separate survey for each prison you know of that has Control Units.

Return completed survey to: MIM(Prisons) Control Unit Survey, PO Box 40799, San Francisco, CA 94140

1. Name of facility   
2. Administrative jurisdiction (i.e. DOC/County jail, Federal, etc.) 
3. Address/location
4. How many people total are in isolation at this prison? 
5. What is the total population held at this prison? 
6. What is the total capacity of this prison? 
7. What year did this prison open? 
8. What year did the control unit open? 
9. Is the whole prison a control unit, or only certain units? if only certain units, which 

units, and how many people are in each? 
10. What is the name of the CUs in this prison? (i.e. security housing units)
11. What is the national/racial make up of the population in the CU? i.e. what percent is 

New Afrikan, Chican@, white, etc.? 
12. What reasons are given for putting people in the CU? 
13. Is the jurisdiction you’re held under planning to open any new CUs?
14. Is there anything else we should know about the control units where you’re held?
15. What is the source for this data? (i.e. you were in this CU in 2013, your brother is 

held there, you are there now, etc.)
16. What year did you collect this data? 
17. What is the biggest barrier to building unity where you’re held?
18. What mail have you gotten from us since the last time you wrote in? 


