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Anti­imperialists watching 
the Horn of Africa have sounded 
the alarm that Amerikans are 
scheming in Ethiopia. In May, 
USAID Bureau for Humanitarian 
Assistance head Sarah Charles 
spoke to the U.$. Congress about 
how the Ethiopian government 
and other armed forces were re‐
stricting the access of Amerikan 
staff and equipment in the coun‐
try.(1) Ten days before the 21 
June 2021 elections in Ethiopia, 
the U.$. State Department issued 
a statement expressing "grave" 
concern about the conditions of 
the elections and said they were 
ready to "help Ethiopia address 
these challenges" in order to cast 
doubt on election results.(2)

Many concerned about the 
talk coming from the U.$. gov‐
ernment refer to Afghanistan, 
Libya, Iraq and Syria as warnings 
of what could happen in Ethiopia. 
Amerikan troops left the infa‐
mous sprawling Bagram Airfield 
in Afghanistan on 2 July 2021, 
allowing looters to enter the 
grounds the following day.(3) In 
2001, the U.$. overthrew the Tal‐
iban­ruled government of 
Afghanistan. Twenty years later, 
the Taliban are poised to regain 
control of the country following 
the longest war in U.$. history. 
All peace­loving people have an 
interest in preventing another one 
of these long, drawn out wars that 
have become the norm for U.$. 
imperialism as it struggles to 
dominate the rest of the world.

U.$. imperialists have already 
begun waging warfare in the form 
of economic sanctions against 
both Ethiopia and Eritrea. Mean‐
while, they continue to push for 
access by USAID and its affili‐
ated NGOs to meddle in African 
affairs. The Tigrayan People's 
Liberation Front(TPLF) 
launched attacks on the Ethiopian 
armed forces back in November 
2020, which began the war that 
seems to have reached a stopping 
point this July and has been used 
by the Amerikans as a reason to 
get involved. The TPLF led the 
Ethiopian government until last 
year when the TPLF president re‐
signed due to popular pressure. In 
addition to domestic abuses, they 
led Ethiopia in a war for territory 
against Eritrea during that time. 
Eritrea has made peace with the 
new Ethiopian government led 
by Abiy Ahmed and sided with 
Ethiopia in the recent war against 
the TPLF.

Ethiopia's Importance

Ethiopia is the 12th most pop‐
ulated country in the world, and 
the second most populated in 
Africa. In the 1970s, the Derg 
government led a quick, forced 
nationalization of the Ethiopian 
economy. Current President Abiy 
Ahmed has overseen the privati‐
zation and liberalizations of the 
economy, which began after 
1991, when Ethiopia shifted from 
the Soviet Union to a U.$. client 
state. These moves by Abiy will 
increase foreign investment and 
involvement in Ethiopian indus‐
try. A 2018 plan by the Abiy­led 

government targeted 25% growth 
rates in manufacturing until 2025.
(4) While falling short so far, this 
indicates their intentions to be‐
come Africa's leading manufac‐
turing hub. In other words, a 
potential source of a newly prole‐
tarianized population for imperi‐
alist corporations to extract 
surplus value from.

During the recent conflict, 
Abiy froze the assets of many 
TPLF associated companies with 
U.$. and other foreign invest‐
ments, which may have con‐
cerned the Amerikans as well.

As part of their new plan to 
provide power for this growth in 
industry, Ethiopia has been oper‐
ationalizing the new Grand 
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam 
(GERD). On 6 July 2021, 
Ethiopia began the second stage 
of filling the dam. The Egyptian 
and Sudanese governments have 
been calling for U.N. interven‐
tion for fear of the impact on their 
water supplies. This will be the 
biggest hydroelectric project in 
Africa.(5) Egypt (run by U.$.­
backed dictator Abdel Fattah el­
Sisi) has indicated it would sup‐
port intervention in Ethiopia to 
stop this project by saying all op‐
tions are on the table. Egypt is 
one of the most important U.$. 
client states, historically falling 
in the top 3 receivers of military 
aid from the imperialists. The 
Trump administration had sup‐
ported Egypt's interests regard‐
ing the dam, and we expect U.$. 
support to continue. 

Continued on page 3... 

End The U.$. Embargo!
COVID­19 Reveals Contradictions in Cuba
by Mowgli of Republic of Aztlán
July 2021

At this moment Cuba is enter‐
ing into a new phase in their 
struggle which unveils a reality 
unfavorable to socialist construc‐
tion. Yet we should keep in mind 
that Cuba's fate remains un‐
sealed. History shows that the 
Cuban people are up to the task of 
fighting for socialism as they 
continue to inspire others around 
the world. They have enormous 
amounts of creative and practical 
experience. Here we examine 
some of the positions in the pop‐
ular debate around Cuba, as well 
as the true source of its successes 
and failures.

Privatization and Pandemic

The current protests in Cuba 
are the result of growing privati‐
zation of sectors in multiple in‐
dustries. This has been a gradual 
trend, but in February of 2021 it 
took on new heights. Tourism in 
particular, as a private industry, is 
Cuba's largest revenue generator 
making over $3.3 billion for its 
people in 2018. With the ease of 
relations under President Obama 
(See ULK 43: The Objective of 
U.S. Imperialism in Seeking 
Cuban Detente: Economic Expe‐
diency) there was unfortunately 
even more of a rise in privatiza‐
tion and large growth in tourism. 
Labour Minister Marta Elena 
Feito said the list of authorized 
activities in the private sector had 
most recently expanded from 127 
to more than 2,000. Some of 
these include barbershops, 
restaurants, taxi services, domi‐
cile and hotel rentals, small shops 
and cafes. Most of these private 
sector jobs, which are primarily 
in major cities such as Havana, 
are oriented towards the tourist 
industry.

The last report showed that 
600,000 people, around 13% of 
the workforce, joined the private 
sector when the opportunity 
arose. COVID­19 brought prob‐

lems as the borders were closed 
to non­residents in order to pre‐
vent the pandemic's spread. 
About 16,000 private workers 
asked for their licenses to be sus‐
pended, according to the Labor 
Ministry, which temporarily ex‐
empted them from taxes. Shortly 
after, the amount increased to 
119,000, which was roughly 19 
percent of the private workforce. 
This measure allowed for a small 
section of the private work force 
to be protected during the pan‐
demic, however other sections, 
mostly in tourism, were cata‐
strophically hit.

U.$. Economic Warfare

The labor ministry stated that 
the decline began before 
COVID­19 as a result of Trump's 
new additions to the embargo on 
Cuba. In December of 2020, 
Cuban tourism had fallen by 
16.5% due to U.S. sanctions that 
imposed restrictions on travel to 
Cuba, money transfers, and trade 
between Cuba and other nations. 
The U.S. Office of Foreign As‐
sets Control in 2020 stated the 
following in regards to the more 
recent additions, "OFAC is re‐
moving the authorization for 
banking institutions subject to 
U.S. jurisdiction to process cer‐
tain funds transfers originating 
and terminating outside the 
United States, commonly known 
as "U­turn" transactions. Bank‐
ing institutions subject to U.S. 
jurisdiction will be authorized to 
reject such transactions, but may 
no longer process them." The 
rules also block money sent to 
Cuban government affiliates, and 
decreased the limit but still allow 
for remittances to most families 
in Cuba. 

On 19 October 1960, the U.S. 
embargo was implemented as 
policy to undermine the revolu‐
tionary government as a response 
to its nationalization of industries 
and relations with countries led 

Continued on page 4... 

Shut Down AFRICOM!
No Sanctions on Ethiopia!

by Triumphant of United Strug‐
gle from Within

July 2021

News from the National Terri‐
tory: Republic of New Afrika

On a 85 mile stretch of Earth 
in Louisiana, from the Missis‐
sippi near Baton Rouge, to New 
Orleans, New Afrikans who were 
recently liberated from the chains 
of Amerikkkan color­caste colo‐
nialism (slavery), managed to 
buy land and found numerous 
'Black Towns' as they were 
called. These 'Black Towns' 
thrived for five generations, in 
what was once plantation coun‐
try, but is now the heart of Our 
Republic of New Afrika. How‐
ever, since the 1990s, domestic 
neo­colonialism has ravaged the 
health of New Afrikans in towns 
such as 'Freetown' and 'Welcome' 
Louisiana. So much so, that this 
stretch of land is commonly 
called 'Cancer Alley.'

Multi­national petrochemical 
corporations have targeted this 
land in order to capitalize on var‐
ious objective realities. Plentiful 
water, cheap land, access to natu‐
ral gas, huge tax breaks and lax 
regulation attract these interna‐
tional conglomerates (Koch In‐
dustries, Royal Dutch Shell, 
Exxon Mobil Corp, and others). 
These imperialist companies 
have built over 200 petrochemi‐

cal factories and refineries on 
Cancer Alley. Since 2015, seven 
huge complexes have been built, 
and five more are in the process 
of being built.

New Afrikan wimmin are 
now leading a fight to stop the 
fossil fuels pipelines and 
plants from multiplying 
and further polluting 
the land and air 
within Our national 
territory.

A proposed 
Formosa chemi‐
cal complex is the 
center of this 
struggle, and as is 
all too often the 
reality, the people 
within the provi‐
sional republic of 
New Afrika aren't 
receiving aid, and 
support in their/
Our struggle from 
the Provisional Government(PG) 
or other collectives of conscious 
citizens. The people need Our 
leadership to frame this struggle 
for what it is: a manifestation of 
the worldwide fight against im‐
perialist greed as it pertains to en‐
vironmental national oppression.

Formosa Plastics Corp. an‐
nounced in 2018 that they would 
be building a 14 plant complex in 
St. James Parish, which is just 

north of New Orleans. These fac‐
tories will not only spew various 
cancer­causing agents into the air 
and water, but will also produce 
the throw away plastics that We 
as a global community are des‐
perately striving to eliminate. 
Every year the Formosa project 
will pump 800 tons of toxic 
chemicals, 6,500 tons of air pol‐
lutants and 13.6 million tons of 
greenhouse gases into the air.  

'Stop Formosa!' is a Struggle for Land

Continued on page 4... 
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 What is Under Lock & Key?
Under Lock & Key (ULK) is the voice of 
the anti­imperialist movement within 
prisons in the  United $tates. It serves 
as a forum to develop and promote ag‐
itational campaigns led by MIM(Pris‐
ons) and United Struggle from Within 
(USW). It is a free newsletter for pris‐
oners in the United $tates, edited and 
published by MIM(Prisons). It is mostly 
written and illustrated by USW and 
United Front for Peace in Prisons com‐
rades behind bars.

Fighting the injustice system is just one 
part of the anti­imperialist struggle, and 
it is important that comrades do not 
lose sight of the connections to the 
larger battle. We welcome support and 
collaboration from those who are  fo‐
cused only on prison issues, but we 
also challenge them to see the impor‐
tance of carrying out their work as part 
of a larger anti­imperialist strategy.

Our current battles in the United States 
are legally permitted. We encourage 
prisoners to join these battles while ex‐
plicitly discouraging them from engag‐
ing in any violence or  illegal acts. 
MIM(Prisons) and its publications ex‐
plicitly oppose the use of armed strug‐
gle at this time in the imperialist 
countries (including the United States).

What is United Struggle 
from Within?
United Struggle from Within (USW) is a 
MIM(Prisons)­led mass organization for 
former and current U.$. prisoners. 
USW is explicitly anti­imperialist in 
leading campaigns on behalf of U.$. 
prisoners in alliance with national liber‐
ation struggles in the United $tates and 
around the world. USW won't cham‐
pion struggles which are not in the in‐
terests of the international proletariat. It 
will also not choose one nation's strug‐
gles over other oppressed nations' 
struggles. USW should work indepen‐
dently, but under the guidance of 
MIM(Prisons), to build public opinion 
and independent institutions of the op‐
pressed in order to obtain state power 
independent of imperialism. Members 
don't have to agree with MIM(Prisons)'s 
six cardinal points, but they can't con‐
sciously disagree with any of them. 
See page 12 for campaign info.

What is Anti­Imperialist 
Prisoner Support?
Launched in 2020, Anti­Imperialist Pris‐
oner Support (AIPS) is a MIM(Prisons)­
led mass organization for those on the 
outside who want to support anti­impe‐
rialist prisoner organizing. Specifically, 
AIPS members and  chapters will pro‐
vide support for existing MIM(Prisons)/
USW projects and help develop and 
support local campaigns to meet the 
needs of organizers inside.

What is MIM(Prisons)?
The Maoist Internationalist Ministry of 
Prisons, or MIM(Prisons), is a cell of 
revolutionaries serving the oppressed 
masses inside U.$. prisons. We uphold 
the revolutionary communist ideology 
of Marxism­Leninism­Maoism and work 
from the vantage point of the Third 
World proletariat.

Imperialism is the number one enemy 
of the majority of the world's people; 
we cannot achieve our goal of ending 
all oppression without overthrowing im‐
perialism. History has shown that the 
imperialists will wage  war before they 
will allow an end to oppression.

As revolutionary internationalists, we 
support the self­determination of all na‐
tions and peoples. We support nations 
which choose to delink from the imperi‐
alist economy, including the right of the 
internal semi­colonies to secede from 
the United $tates. Today,  the U.$. 
prison system is a major part of the im‐
perialist state used to prevent the self­
determination of oppressed nations. It 
is for this reason that we see prisoners 
in this country as being at the forefront 
of any anti­imperialist and revolutionary 
movement.

While our organization focuses on  
prisoner support, we believe that there 

is a dire need for Maoists to do orga‐
nizing and educational work in many 
areas in the United $tates. We hope 
people are inspired by our example 
around prisons and apply it to their own 
work to create more Maoist cells and 
broaden the Maoist movement behind 
enemy lines.

MIM(Prisons) expresses general unity 
with all  other groups and outbreaks 
against imperialism; mass movements 
against oppression have as many 
forms as forms of power. In this spirit, 
we insist on telling the uncompromised 
truth and discussing and criticizing the 
strategy and tactics of any given ac‐
tion. MIM(Prisons) encourages every‐
one, communist or not, to be involved 
in the struggle against imperialism. 
MIM(Prisons) distinguishes itself from 
other groups on the six points below. 
We consider other organizations ac‐
tively upholding these points to be fra‐
ternal.

1. Communism is our goal. Commu‐
nism is a society where no group has 
power over any other group.

2. Dictatorship of the proletariat is 
necessary. In a dictatorship of the pro‐
letariat the formerly exploited majority 
dictates to the minority (who promoted 
exploitation) how society is to be run. 
In the case of imperialist nations, a 
Joint Dictatorship  of the Proletariat of 
the Oppressed Nations (JDPON) must 
play this role where there is no internal 
proletariat or significant mass base that 
favors communism.

3. We promote a united front with all 
who oppose imperialism. The road to 
the JDPON over the imperialist nations 
involves uniting all who can be united 
against imperialism. We cannot fight 
imperialism and fight others who are 
engaged in life­and­death conflicts with 
imperialism at the same time. Even im‐
perialist nation classes can be allies in 
the united front under certain condi‐
tions.

4. A parasitic class dominates the 
first World countries. As Marx, En‐
gels and Lenin formulated and MIM  
Thought has expanded through materi‐
alist analysis, imperialism extracts su‐
per­profits from the Third World and in 
part uses this wealth  to buy off whole 
populations of so­called workers. 
These so­called workers bought off by 
imperialism form a new sector of the 
petty­bourgeoisie called the labor aris‐
tocracy; they are not a vehicle for Mao‐
ism. Those who work in the economic 
interests of the First World labor aris‐
tocracy form the mass  base for imperi‐
alism's tightening death­grip on the 
Third World.

5. New bourgeoisies will form under 
socialism. Mao led the charge to ex‐
pose the bourgeoisie that developed 
within the communist party in the So‐
viet Union and the campaign to bom‐
bard the headquarters in his own 
country of China. Those experiences 
demonstrated the necessity of continu‐
ous revolution under the dictatorship of 
the proletariat. The class struggle does 
not end until the state has been abol‐
ished and communism is reached.

6. The Great Proletarian Cultural 
Revolution in China was the furthest 
advancement toward communism in 
history. We uphold the Soviet Union 
until the death of Stalin in 1953, fol‐
lowed by the People's Republic of 
China through 1976, as the best exam‐
ples of modern socialism in practice. 
The arrest of the "Gang of Four" in 
China and the rise of Krushchev in the 
Soviet  Union marked the restoration of 
capitalism in those countries. Other ex‐
periments in developing socialism in 
the 20th century failed to surpass the 
Soviet model (i.e. Albania), or worse, 
stayed within the capitalist mode of 
production, generally due to a failure to 
break with the Theory of Productive 
Forces.

On Prisons & Prisoners
MIM(Prisons) seeks to build public 
opinion against Amerika's criminal in‐
justice system with proletarian justice. 
The bourgeois injustice system impris‐
ons and executes a disproportionately 
large and growing number of op‐
pressed people while letting the biggest 
mass murderers – the imperialists – 
roam free. Imperialism is not opposed 
to murder or theft. It only insists that 
these crimes be committed in the inter‐

est of the bourgeoisie.

ALL U.$. citizens  are criminals – ac‐
complices and accessories to the 
crimes of U.$. oppression globally until 
the day U.$. imperialism is overcome. 
All U.$. citizens should start from the 
point of view that they are reforming 
criminals.

MIM(Prisons) does not advocate that 
all prisoners go free today; we have a 
more effective program for fighting 
crime as was demonstrated in China 
prior to the restoration of capitalism 
there in 1976. We say that all prisoners 
are political prisoners because under 
the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, all 
imprisonment is substantively political. 
It is our responsibility to exert revolu‐
tionary leadership and conduct political 
agitation  and organization among pris‐
oners – whose material conditions 
make them an overwhelmingly revolu‐
tionary group. Some prisoners should 
and will work on self­criticism under a 
future dictatorship of the proletariat in 
those cases in which prisoners really 
did do something wrong by proletarian 
standards.

Free Political Books for 
Prisoners
Our Free Political Books for Prisoners 
Program is a Serve the People (STP) 
program founded  on the model of the 
Black Panther Party's Breakfast for 
Schoolchildren and other STP pro‐
grams, and on the basis of Mao's em‐
phasis that communists should serve 
the people in everything we do. The 
purpose of the Free Books for Prison‐
ers program is to help prisoners turn 
their time under lock and key into a 
time to develop their politics and build 
with us toward the beginnings of a 
more just and productive society. We 
collect and send out political, legal and 
historical books primarily (we also have 
some dictionaries and other reference 
items that are useful for writers and 
jailhouse lawyers). The materials we 
distribute are selected to help people 
study the conditions under which they 
are living and to turn their knowledge 
into political organizing.

We know that many of our subscribers 
lack financial resources, and this 
should not be a barrier to education. 
Because our purpose is to organize, 
we expect that comrades will exchange 
work for the books we send. You 
should write articles for ULK, create 
revolutionary art, form study groups 
with other comrades and work through 
the study group to educate  and orga‐
nize, share our literature and expand 
our mailing list, lead campaigns against 
local examples of oppression, or come 
up with other ways to contribute to the 
struggle. If you can afford to send do‐
nations, and if your facility rules allow, 
sending us stamps is the best way to 
donate. We can always use them to get 
you more books or to help other com‐
rades who cannot afford to pay for their 
books.

We can send you a list of specific titles 
that we currently have available, but it 
is better to request general topic areas 
or include substitutions because our 
stock is constantly changing. The liter‐
ature list also lists prices for the books 
we send in if you want to purchase 
them, but again, lack of funds will not 
keep you from getting literature, but 
lack of  political work will. We ask you 
to help us build MIM(Prisons) and 
United Struggle from Within through 
your own work in exchange for the 
books. If you would like to receive 
books  from MIM(Prisons)'s Free Books 
for Prisoners program, please let us 
know the subject areas you are inter‐
ested in, and the work you are doing in 
exchange.

Fight Censorship
Under Lock & Key, MIM Theory, study 
materials, letters, and even books like 
dictionaries have been censored by the 
state. If your MIM(Prisons) correspon‐
dence is censored, the first thing you 
need to know is that you are not alone 
in struggling to get your mail and read‐
ing materials. You will need to be pre‐
pared to do the work yourself (making 
copies of rejection notices, filing griev‐
ances, sending copies of these docu‐
ments to us), but we can send 
instructions on how to do this. In some 
cases, we can support your appeals 
with letters of our own.

These are some basic steps we recom‐
mend to everyone in prison:

1. Find out now what the prison rules 
say about your right to receive mail and 
reading materials. You should read this 
policy carefully and get a copy for your 
file if  possible. You can also send us 
copies of the rules to post on  our web‐
site as a resource for the public.

2. Find out what the prison's implemen‐
tation of these policies is like. Many 
times the policy looks reasonable on 
paper, but the prison staff behaves to‐
tally out of line. Ask around.

3. To keep our correspondence going, 
write to us every 6 months. If you're 
writing us regularly and are not getting 
any mail from us, there's a problem  
with your mail delivery. Do not assume 
we are ignoring you.

4. If your correspondence with us is 
censored, it is very important that you 
keep copies of all the paperwork, (re‐
jection notices, grievances, etc.) and 
send us copies of these as well. Often 
this is the only way we find out that our 
mail has been censored. Once we 
know of the censorship, we can work 
with you to fight it.

Spread ULK
Let others read the literature we send 
you. Talk to potential comrades about 
our politics and work, and have them 
write in to get put on our mailing list. 
Our subscribers (you) play a vital role 
in the growth of our mailing list. Re‐
member, a subscription is free to U.$. 
prisoners!

Administrative Details
Your subscription will be active for 6 
months  after each time you write to us. 
If we do not hear from you for 6 
months, you will be automatically re‐
moved from the mailing list. We recom‐
mend writing to us regularly so you 
don't lose track of when to update your  
subscription. For people outside of 
prison, all issues of ULK, plus addi‐
tional reports from within U.$. prisons, 
are available on the website www.pris‐
oncensorship.info. If you would like 
to become a ULK distributor, get in 
touch.

Your address: Please send us as de‐
tailed an address as possible, including 
your full legal name, prison and  unit 
name, prison ID #, street address and 
P.O. Box, city, state, and 9­digit zip 
code. Please check with the mailroom 
to make sure you have the correct in‐
formation.

Releases: Let us know if you are look‐
ing at a (possible) release date in the 
next two years. We recently beefed up 
our release support, and it includes a 
lot of set­up while you're still locked up. 
Also let us know your expected ad‐
dress post­release if you have one. 
Even if it is only the address of a rela‐
tive who you think will be in the same 
place for a while, this could be the dif‐
ference between losing contact and 
staying in touch and politically active 
after you are released.

Your persynal papers: Do not send us 
legal papers that pertain to your case 
unless you have checked with us first. 
In general, we cannot do anything with 
your legal papers as we do not have 
the resources to get involved in individ‐
uals' cases. We also cannot return 
them to you. Rather than focus on only 
your case, we strongly encourage com‐
rades to write articles about the political 
implications of their situation, and work 
on cases that will positively impact the 
ability for prisoners to organize against 
imperialism and capitalism.

Please do not send us your only copies 
of artwork, articles or other writings un‐
less you are certain that you will not 
need them in the future. Comrades 
have requested that we make copies of 
their work and send these copies back. 
Doing this takes up time and money 
that would otherwise  go to filling book 
requests, fighting censorship and an‐
swering letters.

Other Resources
 
PARC provides a free resource guide 
for prisoners. Tell them you heard 
about them from MIM(Prisons): 
 Prison Activist Resource Center
 PO Box 70447 Oakland, CA 94612 

Inside Books Project sends free 
books and a resource guide to prison‐
ers in Texas. Inside Books Projects, 
 12th Street Books
 827 West 12th Street
 Austin TX 78701
 ibp.resourceguide@gmail.com

United front for Peace in 
Prisons ­ Statement of 
Principles
The basis of any real unity comes from 
an agreement  on certain key ideas. 
This statement does not grant authority 
to any party over any other party. We 
are mutually accountable to each other 
to uphold these points in order to re‐
main active participants in this united 
front.

PEACE: WE organize to end the need‐
less conflicts and violence within the U.
$. prison environment. The oppressors 
use divide and conquer strategies so 
that we fight each other instead of 
them. We will  stand together and de‐
fend ourselves from oppression.

UNITY: WE strive to unite with those 
facing the same struggles as us for our 
common interests. To maintain unity we 
have to keep an open line of network‐
ing and communication, and ensure we 
address any situation with true facts. 
This is needed because of how the pigs 
utilize tactics such as rumors, snitches 
and  fake communications to divide and 
keep division among the oppressed. 
The pigs see the end of their control 
within our unity.

GROWTH: WE recognize the impor‐
tance of education and freedom to 
grow in order to build real unity. We 
support members within our organiza‐
tion who leave and embrace other po‐
litical organizations and concepts that 
are within the anti­imperialist struggle. 
Everyone should get in where they fit 
in. Similarly, we recognize the right of 
comrades to leave our organization if 
we fail to live up to the principles and 
purpose of the United Front for Peace 
in Prisons.

INTERNATIONALISM: WE struggle for 
the liberation of all oppressed people. 
While we are often referred to as "mi‐
norities" in this country, and we often 
find those who are in the same boat as 
us opposing us,  our confidence in 
achieving our mission comes from our 
unity with all oppressed nations who 
represent the vast majority globally. We 
cannot liberate ourselves when partici‐
pating in  the oppression of other na‐
tions.

INDEPENDENCE: WE build our own 
institutions and programs independent 
of the United $tates government and all 
its branches, right down to the local po‐
lice, because this system does not 
serve us. By developing independent 
power through these institutions we do 
not need to compromise our goals.

How to join the United 
Front?
• Study and uphold the five principles 
above.

• Send your organization's name  and a 
statement of unity to MIM(Prisons). 
Your statement can explain what the 
united front principles mean to your or‐
ganization, how they relate to your 
work, why they are important, etc.

• Develop peace and unity between 
factions where you are at on the basis 
of opposing oppression of all prisoners 
and oppressed people in general. 
Campaign around the September 9 
Day of Peace and Solidarity.

• Send reports on your progress to Un‐
der Lock & Key. Did you develop a 
peace treaty or protocol that is work‐
ing? Send it in for others to study. Is 
your unity based on actions? Send us 
reports on the organizing you are do‐
ing.

• Keep educating your members. The 
more educated your members are, the 
more unity you can develop, and the 
stronger your organization can be‐
come. Unity comes from the inside out. 
By uniting internally, we can better 
unite with others as well. Contact 
MIM(Prisons) if you need additional 
materials to educate your members in 
history, politics and economics.
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ON "OBJECTIVE" REPORTING

ULK relies on our comrades behind bars to report on conditions and events inside pris‐
ons. We track the history and reliability of our writers and, when possible, we double 
check facts in the articles. But there will always be some facts we cannot veriyfy before 
printing. Our readers are encouraged to let us know if they have information that con‐
tradicts what they see in ULK. But, reporting is never completely objective or devoid of 
political content. MIM(Prisons) will always report from the perspective of the interna‐
tional proletariat and on the issues that best serve their interests.

Land­locked Ethiopia's access 
to the Red Sea is through Eritrea 
or Djibouti. Djibouti is a small 
country between Eritrea and So‐
maliland. It is the home of 
AFRICOM, the United $tates 
military's Africa Command, and 
a number of other imperialist 
militaries. These military bases 
provide 5% of Djibouti's GDP. 
China has their only foreign mili‐
tary base in Djibouti, making it a 
potential location of conflict be‐
tween the Amerikan and Chinese 
imperialists. This location is also 
important for access between the 
Indian Ocean and the Mediter‐
ranean Sea including large move‐
ments of fossil fuels.

President Abiy has formed al‐
liances with Eritrea and Somalia, 
countries the U.$. has used 
Ethiopia to destabilize in the past. 
This show of unity in the Horn of 
Africa could allow for greater 
serving of African interests, 
rather than Amerikan interests.

Strong Marxist History

National liberation struggles 
influenced by Marx, Lenin and 
Mao are central to the recent his‐
tory of Ethiopia and Eritrea. In its 
early days, MIM often mentioned 
Eritrea as one of the locations of a 
liberatory people's war in the 
1980s. Current President of Er‐
itrea, Isaias Afewerki, was one of 
the first members of the Eritrean 
Liberation Forces(ELF) to train 
in socialist China in 1967. He 
was later part of the leadership to 
form the Eritrean People's Liber‐
ation Front (EPLF), which split 
from the ELF and combined the 
ELF's strong nationalism with an 
explicit Marxist­Leninist line and 
the strategy of People's War.(6)

In Ethiopia a series of Marx‐
ist­Leninist organizations 
emerged to challenge the feudal 
system of Haile Selassie. This led 
to the removal of Haile Selassie 
by his own military leaders in 
1974, who formed the Derg gov‐
ernment. The Derg undertook a 
massive nationalization cam‐
paign, labeling itself "Marxist­
Leninist" and a socialist state in 
1975. The Derg assigned head of 
state to U.$.­trained Mengistu 
Haile Mariam, but became an 
ally of the social­imperialist 
USSR, where it got its revisionist 
version of "Marxism­Leninism" 
from.(7)

The Tigray People's Libera‐
tion Front also began in the revo‐
lutionary period of the 1960s. By 
the late 1970s it was waging 
guerilla war against the Derg, un‐
der the leadership of the Marxist­
Leninist League of Tigray. At this 
time there was a split in the revo‐
lutionary movements around the 
question of secession, with the 

Eritrean People's Liberation 
Front leading the call for the right 
to self­determination of Eritrea 
independent of Ethiopia. Others 
saw secessionist movements in 
Ethiopia as linked to the reac‐
tionary regionalism of feudalism, 
and a division of the peasant 
masses.(8)

In 1991, MIM Notes cele‐
brated the overthrow of the "so‐
cial­fascist Mengistu regime" by 
the Ethiopian People's Revolu‐
tionary Democratic 
Front(EPRDF) as well as the Er‐
itrean People's Liberation 
Front(EPLF), which abstained 
from the provisional government 
of Ethiopia opting for indepen‐
dence instead. They noted, "MIM 
doesn't have much information 
about the "revolutionary pro‐
grams" of the EPRDF, so we 
must watch and let the practice of 
both the EPRDF and EPLF speak 
for itself."(9) Yet, MIM Notes 
had already quoted the New York 
Times under the heading "Victo‐
ries Betrayed":

"The best insurance against an‐
other hard­line Marxist regime in 
Ethiopia  appears to be the pres‐
ence in Ethiopia immediately af‐
ter the EPRDF's victory, of an 
Amerikan, Paul B. Henze.

Henze, the station chief of the 
Central Intelligence Agency at 
the United States Embassy in Ad‐
dis Ababa from 1969 to 1972, 
was invited to the capital as a 
personal guest of President 
Meles. He spent five weeks in 
Ethiopia advising Meles and was 
upbeat when he left. 'Meles is 
pragmatic,' Henze says. 'He and 
his colleagues are not bothering 
with ideological matters. 
Ethiopia has a good chance of 
becoming a productive coun‐
try.'"(10)

Meles Zenawi was a member 
of the Marxist­Leninist League 
of Tigray before becoming the 
first president of Ethiopia under 
the EPRDF government. As the 
CIA agent predicted, rather than 
struggling against differences be‐
tween classes and nationalities in 
Ethiopia, the TPLF used its 
power to dominate the govern‐
ment at the expense of other na‐
tionalities and regions, and it 
soon became a pawn of U.$. im‐
perialism in its maneuvering for 
power. As a result, by 1998, 
Meles(TPLF)­led Ethiopia had 
invaded Isaias(EPLF)­led Er‐
itrea. It appears that both organi‐
zations abandoned their 
Marxist­Leninist lines prior to 
the overthrow of the Derg and 
their seizing of state power as 
part of the process of forming the 
united front against the Derg. 
This indicates that there were 
right­opportunist, liquidationist 
errors within the leadership of 
both movements that allowed 

them to put the liberation strug‐
gle and overthrow of the Derg 
above and in place of the struggle 
for socialism and a dictatorship 
of the proletariat. They did not 
heed the lessons of Mao's China 
on how to keep proletarian lead‐
ership within a united front of 
class interests against imperial‐
ism. This led to reactionary bour‐
geois nationalism to play the 
leading role in these countries, 
despite the promising Marxist 
origins of this shift in power. The 
result gives credence to the warn‐
ings from those Marxists who ar‐
gued against regionalism and 
secession and opposed the poli‐
tics of the earlier ELF and origi‐
nal TPLF.

The Organization for African 
Unity, started by leaders like 
Kwame Nkrumah and Haile Se‐
lassie, also took up a line that it 
was against the interests of the 
people of Africa to begin disman‐
tling the states that were amalga‐
mations of peoples imposed by 
the colonial powers. History has 
proven this strategy to be effec‐
tive in preventing divisions 
among the oppressed. Nkrumah 
had hoped for the OAU to be‐
come a federal government unit‐
ing all of Africa, but that strategy 
did not win out.

At the same time, Maoists 
recognize the right to self­deter‐
mination of all nations. And the 
liberation movement in Eritrea 
held much promise leading up to 
liberation. Eritrea also differed 
from other regions in Ethiopia in 
that it was previously a separately 
administered state under Italian 
colonial occupation. Today, Er‐
itrea remains the only country in 
Africa without AFRICOM pres‐
ence, leading to much derision 
from the United $tates and Eu‐
rope over the years. They took 
pride in their non­aligned stance 
in a world divided by the United 
$tates and the social imperialist 
Soviet Union. In 1984, Isaias 
Afewerki also declared they had 
no links or support from China. 
They did not take a position on 
whether China was still socialist 
at the time. Isaias did look at 
Cuba as an example of what hap‐
pens when you become a client 
state of the Soviet Union. Isaias 
claimed the Cubans disagreed 
with USSR policy in Ethiopia 
and Eritrea, yet Cuban troops op‐
erated in Derg­ruled Ethiopia on 
behalf of Soviet interests in the 
1980s.(11)

While Eritrea has a history of 
independence and remaining po‐
litically neutral, they have re‐
cently provided support for the U.
$./Saudi war on Yemen that has 
led to a massive loss of humyn 
life since 2015. This was likely 
motivated by financial gain.(12) 

... Continued from p. 1 ... Shut Down AFRICOM! In the 1980s, South Yemen was in 
solidarity with the Eritrean liber‐
ation struggle despite opposition 
by the imperialist Soviet Union. 
Like Cuba, South Yemen took on 
the form of "Marxist­Leninist" 
state years after its liberation un‐
der the influence of the Soviet 
Union. Like the Cubans, they 
seemed to recognize the right‐
eousness of the Eritrean libera‐
tion struggle. Today, we cannot 
view the Eritrean leadership as 
serving real self­determination 
when they are being pitted 
against Yemen by the imperial‐
ists. Ultimately, it was the aban‐
donment of proletarian politics 
that led Eritrean leadership to 
side with imperialism in the Mid‐
dle East.

While revisionism seems to 
have thwarted the popular revo‐
lutionary forces in the Horn of 
Africa in the late 20th century, 
the proletarian, revolutionary line 
is no stranger to the people of the 
region. This is further evidenced 
by President Abiy having to 
specifically address and critique 
Marx, Lenin and Mao in his re‐
cent book.(13) It is only through 
the unified struggle of all African 
people that the current violence, 
death and starvation can be prop‐
erly ended. U.$. and other impe‐
rialist involvement will continue 
to pit Africans against Africans 
and other oppressed people.

Our Role in the Horn of 
Africa

In April 2018, Abiy Ahmed of 
the Oromo Democratic Party was 
elected Prime Minister of the 
EPRDF government of Ethiopia. 
This marked the end of TPLF 
leadership in the EPRDF, which 
was replaced by the Prosperity 
Party coalition in November 
2019, excluding TPLF. After his 
confirmation, Abiy quickly es‐
tablished peace with Eritrea, still 
headed by Isaias Afewerki. This 
was a historic peace agreement, 
returning land to Eritrea that the 
TPLF had been occupying, sig‐
nalling unity in the region against 
the U.$.­backed TPLF. Eritrea 
and Ethiopia have remained 
united in the war that began in 
November 2020 with a TPLF at‐
tack on Ethiopian forces. Until 
the people of the region can 
mount proletarian­led struggles 
for power again, the Eritrean­
Ethiopian alliance remains im‐
portant for strengthening the re‐
gion against further meddling by 
foreign imperialism.

Our role in all of this is deter‐
mined by the imperial nature of 
the United $tates government. 
Like all people in the world, it is 
our duty to build towards a dicta‐
torship of the proletariat in our 
own backyard. But we have the 
added duty of countering the im‐
perial machinations of our cur‐
rent government.  

We should expose the imperi‐
alist nature of State Department 
agencies like USAID that want to 
present themselves as humanitar‐
ian organizations. While Presi‐
dent Trump celebrated the 
Ethiopia and Eritrea peace deal, 
the Biden administration has 
brought those favoring interven‐
tion in the Horn of Africa back 
into the White House. 

Toward the end of his presi‐
dency, Barack Obama appointed 

Gayle Smith to Administer US‐
AID. Gayle Smith was first em‐
ployed by USAID in 1994. She 
had lived in EPLF­run areas dat‐
ing back to the 1970's, where she 
was a "journalist" working un‐
dercover for the CIA. She later 
spent time embedded with the 
TPLF where she mentored Meles 
Zenawi, who would go on to 
wage decades of war against the 
EPLF.(14) Another close confi‐
dant of Meles was Susan Rice, 
who was national security advi‐
sor to Barack Obama.(13) And as 
we mentioned above, Meles had 
open relations with local CIA 
agents from the very beginning 
of his presidency.

In 2021, Biden has appointed 
Samantha Power to head USAID. 
Samantha Power had succeeded 
Susan Rice as Obama's ambas‐
sador to the United Nations after 
being mentored by both Rice and 
Obama. Rice was involved in the 
violent separation of South Su‐
dan from Sudan and lied about 
mass rapes to justify the invasion 
of Libya. Rice and Power worked 
with Hillary Clinton to greenlight 
the invasion of that killed Muam‐
mar Gaddafi, which Clinton later 
laughed about on television. 

In 2013, Power led the charge 
within the Obama administration 
to bomb Syria, which Rice came 
around to support. Power's book 
A Problem From Hell justifies in‐
tervention against genocide. She 
used this mission statement of 
hers to justify bombing Syria and 
Libya, and now stands behind it 
to intervene and defend the TPLF.
(15) We oppose the continued ex‐
pansion of U.$. troops in Africa 
since President Bush started 
AFRICOM in 2008. U.$. support 
for the TPLF clearly aims to di‐
vide Africans so that they can be 
better controlled for the benefit of 
imperialist­country corporations. 
■

U.$. Out of the Horn Of 
Africa!
Shut Down AFRICOM!
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Additionally, wastewater and 
spill dumped into the Mississippi 
River will further endanger sea 
life in the Gulf of Mexico.

Democratic Governor John 
Bel Edwards has given Formosa 
a ten year tax break totaling $1.5 
billion, which is $1.25 million 
per job since Formosa has 
promised 1,200 jobs to boost the 
local economy. Instead the New 
Afrikan sistahs who're leading 
the struggle are demanding repa‐
rations for those affected by these 
corporations' projects. St. James 
Parish is 91% New Afrikan with 
an average income of $17,000 a 
year. Surely jobs are needed, 
however, 85% of employment at 
the plants have gone to euro­
Amerikkkans.

Neo­colonial puppets have 
exploited the dire situation of the 
grassroots. Although Cancer Al‐

ley, and St. James in particular, 
has 50 times the national average 
of cancer cases. Cedric Rich‐
mond spent 10 years in the House 
as a former congressman and ig‐
nored the people dying in Cancer 
Alley, his fellow New Afrikan 
people. Instead he allowed these 
corporations easy access to the 
land, while building his political 
career by heading the Congres‐
sional Black Caucus, he then co­
chaired the Biden campaign, and 
is now a senior advisor to the 
President. What does this tell us? 
It should tell us, that for all the 
'BlackLivesMatter' posturing 
done by demokkkrats, the reality 
is that these are still imperialist 
politicians and are the enemies of 
the people. 

Many grassroots groups such 
as RISE St. James have been at 
this struggle for decades and have 

also had significant wins against 
these corporate entities. In 1993, 
1998 and 2019, these groups led 
the charge in order to have pro‐
posed factories and plants 
blocked.

This year, Sharon Lavigne, 
founder of RISE, spoke to the 
U.N. on the perils of 'environ‐
mental racism.' These New 
Afrikan wimmin are putting up a 
valiant fight, refusing to leave 
their homes and heritage (New 
Afrikan). This is obviously a 
struggle for land.

Currently the Formosa project 
is on hold due to community un‐
rest. The U.S. Army Corp of En‐
gineers withdrew a wetlands 
permit and a lawsuit challenging 
14 air permits is going to court.

To show your support to these 
modern day New Afrikans, sign 
the petition at stopformosa.org 
■

SUBMIT WORK REPORTS
All USW cells are encouraged to submit monthly work reports to the USW 
council. Work reports should be one to two paragraphs. Use these questions 
as guides for your report:

• What types of activities did your cell participate in that contributed to USWs 
mission?

• What campaigns did your cell participate in/promote last month?

• What Serve the People programs did your cell operate?

• What were the responses from the masses and USW recruits to this work?

• What questions came up? How did you answer them? Or do you need help 
answering them?

• What lessons did you learn in the last month?

• What are the most pressing issues that are of concern to the masses in your 
location? 

• What organizations/services have you recently found useful in your work 
(include contact info)?

• What successes have you achieved in the last month?

by communist parties. Over the 
coming years tension only in‐
creased and the embargo would 
continually be adjusted to pre‐
vent growth of the Cuban econ‐
omy. As of now the sanctions 
vary with over 231 entities and 
subentities like ministries, hold‐
ing companies, hotels, etc.; 
meaning the U.S. is trying to con‐
trol Cuba's economy. These pro‐
visions also extend to 
international companies like the 
various shipping companies in 
2019 which were sanctioned by 
the U.S. government for partici‐
pating in oil trade between 
Venezuela and Cuba. This was 
during the same period that the 
U.S. was accusing Venezuelan 
President Nicolas Maduro of fal‐
sifying the election results that 
left Juan Guaido to bite the dust. 
Allegations which later were 
proven to be false yet never the 
less caused dire consequences for 
millions.

Economic terrorism continues 
to be perpetrated by the U.S. 
against Cuba to prohibit other na‐
tions and companies from partic‐
ipating in trade deals. Some ways 
the U.S. does this is by denying 
licenses or deals with U.S.­based 
companies or other nations that 
have the audacity to ignore the 
U.S. embargo on Cuba. Year after 
year the U.N. votes in favor of an 
end to the embargo with only two 
nations (the U.S. and Israel) vot‐
ing in favor of continuing the em‐
bargo.

In 2021 former U.S. Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo designated 
Cuba once again as a state spon‐
sor of international terrorism in 
another futile attempt to further 
isolate Cuba from potential trad‐
ing partners. This designation 
carries with it the implication that 
any business or state which does 
business with Cuba participates 
in sponsoring terrorism. As a re‐
sult the U.S. will then implement 
sanctions on those businesses or 
states or at the very least deny 
them vital business opportunities 
that they need to sustain a func‐
tional economy in a U.S.­domi‐
nated global market. It follows 
from this that the private sectors 
in Cuba who were not prepared 
for the pandemic, were already 
affected by the ongoing trade em‐
bargo for about 60 years, with 
Trump's administration amping 
up attempts to suffocate Cuba's 
resilient economy.

Cuban Protests Dwarfed by 
Uprisings in U.S.

When the protests erupted in 
Cuba this month, the U.S. wasted 
no time in opportunistically 
pushing their agenda. Mean‐

while, expatriated Cuban terror‐
ists living in the U.S. sent videos 
over social media promoting the 
destruction of public property 
owned by the Cuban people, loot‐
ing, assault on peoples security 
forces etc. These videos, not sur‐
prisingly, never found their way 
into mainstream reports but were 
exposed by Cuban media. Díaz­
Canel even made a point to say 
that there are revolutionaries who 
have been misguided by false re‐
ports forged by subversive reac‐
tionaries, and people with 
legitimate demands for an end to 
the embargo and reform of failed 
policies. This made clear that 
these demonstrators were not the 
target of criticism but genuinely 
concerned, although in some 
cases misguided, citizens. 

In reality only a small capital‐
ist minority from certain private 
sectors affected by the embargo 
and COVID­19 have taken to the 
streets to promote their interests; 
interests that are antagonistic to 
that of the Cuban people. Presi‐
dent Díaz­Canel proceeded to 
visit the demonstrations himself 
and speak with people. On live 
TV Díaz­Canel called revolu‐
tionaries to take to the street and 
oppose the reactionaries and to 
stay in the streets as long as nec‐
essary in order to defend the rev‐
olution. It was correctly stated by 
Díaz­Canel that the reactionaries 
with violent intent are of a spe‐
cific small group who align with 
U.S. interests. More specifically 
from his mouth he stated that, 
"They want to change a system, 
or a regime they call it, to impose 
what type of government and 
what type of regime in Cuba? The 
privatization of public services. 
The kind that gives more possi‐
bility to the rich minority and not 
the majority." 

Counter protests proceeded to 
take place where a greater part of 
Cuba’s 11 million people came 
out to demonstrate their support 
for the revolution and continu‐
ance of socialist construction. 
With such a small minority of 
protestors being for regime 
change and only a few dozen ar‐
rests we have to ask ourselves 
why there is such a controversy? 
It is only explainable by the pri‐
vate interests and imperialist U.S. 
who wishes to finally deal a 
deadly blow to Cuba. After 
decades of failed CIA assassina‐
tions, a failed U.S. invasion, and 
a failed Embargo, the U.S. gov‐
ernment is reiterating its fledg‐
ling commitment to undermine 
the people of Cuba.

All the while the Amerikans 
fail to see the irony that in 2020 
the protests in the U.S. were esti‐

mated to have between 15 and 26 
million participants with over 
14,000 arrests documented as re‐
lated to the protests and a number 
of deaths associated. These num‐
bers are not even all encompass‐
ing in the true magnitude of arrest 
and torture by the U.S. govern‐
ment on its own citizens. These 
protests put forward demands 
guaranteed by the Cuban consti‐
tution. Article's 16, 18, 19, 41, 42, 
43, 44 of the Cuban constitution 
reveal rights and guarantees af‐
forded to Cubans that in the U.S. 
don't even exist or are up for de‐
bate. A civil war was needed to 
end slavery only to have it re‐
placed by Jim Crow segregation 
in this country. (See pages 9 of 
this issue). Without a doubt a 
quick look at the Cuban constitu‐
tion in comparison with the U.S. 
constitution, one would begin to 
question the true ethics of the 
U.S. and why Cuba is portrayed 
the way it is.

Cuba has made greater ad‐
vancementsthan the U.S. in many 
fields. It achieved a higher liter‐
acy rate, lower infant mortality 
rate, a lung cancer vaccine as 
well as a COVID­19 vaccine in‐
dependently developed with a 
92% success rate. All this despite 
the embargo and war crimes of 
the U.S. The U.S. in their sad at‐
tempt to condemn Cuba's Com‐
munist Party declares the people 
of Cuba to be subjugated, unable 
to protest, or have free speech. As 
can clearly be seen, the president 
of Cuba not only respects the 
constitutional right to protest and 
have free speech, but invited mil‐
lions to take to the streets to do 
so.

The Will of the People in 
Cuba

In 2018 a new draft of the 
Cuban constitution removed ref‐
erence to communism. This first 
draft was met with wide­scale 
protests and a popular demand 
that reinstated communism as the 
goal. In 2019 the new Cuban con‐
stitution reaffirmed the popular 
will. Time after time the U.S. is 
embarrassed by Cuba's revolu‐
tionary people. Which is presum‐
ably why the U.S., who routinely 
overthrows democracies, assas‐
sinates world leaders, or suffo‐
cates nations with sanctions, 
takes special interest in torturing 
Cuba. It is not without effect ei‐
ther, as many Cubans feel this 
pressure and suffer untold losses 
in this cruel escapade waged by 
the U.S.

Mind you, Cuba is not with‐
out mistake. The continued pri‐
vatization of industries and 
reliance on tourism is a massive 
failure on the part of the Cuban 
government. Failures to foster 

the full creative potential of the 
Cuban masses by putting politics 
in command has led the Cuban 
government to become a bureau‐
cratic mess. With a large popula‐
tion of revolutionary masses 
eager to promote the ideals of so‐
cialism and forge ahead on their 
path of self­determination, it is 
sad to see the Cuban state fail to 
remove the fetters on the Cuban 
people that restrict their ability to 
take control of power for them‐
selves. This is a result of internal 
contradictions within the Cuban 
state. 

Over the past few decades the 
gradual decline of peoples' power 
has been witnessed. Today's 
events are a result of the pan‐
demic and U.S. embargo. How‐
ever, the principal issue is not 
from without Cuba and it cer‐
tainly is not from the Cuban peo‐
ple. It is in the Cuban state and 
their failure to remain vigilant 
against growing opposition 
forces within the state itself. 
Forces that undermine the peo‐
ples' will. Forces that cause un‐
necessary retreats and failures in 
planning. With all due respect, 
these are serious errors that must 
be rectified by campaigns led by 
the revolutionary Cuban people. 
Only the Cuban people can deter‐
mine their destiny. 

So our appeal to Cuba should 
be directed towards the revolu‐
tionary masses who represent the 
socialist majority. We are in soli‐
darity with you and support you. 
We will continue to fight to bring 
to an end the U.S. embargo and 
all interventions. The revolution‐
aries in Cuba who emulate the 
ideals as well as principles of so‐
cialism with the aim of building 
communism are a continued in‐
spiration to the freedom fighters 
all around the world.

Díaz­Canel welcomed revo‐
lutionaries to the street to partici‐
pate in open debate and oppose 
the reactionaries. This is a step in 
the correct direction. So long as 
those revolutionaries are allowed 
to progress down whatever path 
they find suitable for themselves 
to sustain their revolution. So 
long as they combat the reac‐
tionaries as well as the revision‐
ists. All of this on the terms set 
forth by the revolutionary Cuban 
masses themselves who are truly 
world renowned heroes of revo‐
lution.

MIM (Prisons) adds: It is not 
MIM line that Cuba was ever re‐
ally on the socialist road. The 
Cuban revolution was very 
clearly one of national liberation 
from imperialism. However, 
Cuba paralleled the Derg in 
Ethiopia in taking on "Marxism­
Leninism" for geo­political rea‐

sons related to using the Soviet 
Union as a counter­balance to 
other imperialist interests. That's 
not to say there weren't Marxists 
in their ranks, most popular 
movements in the Third World 
are going to have Marxist influ‐
ences. But the Marxists had not 
consolidated a party around the 
proletarian line before seizing 
power. They did not follow Mao's 
example of building United 
Fronts with other classes by 
maintaining proletarian leader‐
ship and independence. In a capi‐
talist­imperialist world, coalition 
governments invariably lead to 
capitalism. Cuba stood out for 
many decades as a symbol of re‐
sistance to U.$. imperialism, 
even after the fall of the Soviet 
Union. It is also well­known for 
directing resources in the inter‐
ests of the Cuban people and the 
people of the world. In our article 
on Ethiopia (see page 1) we men‐
tion that the Cubans had their dif‐
ferences with the imperialist 
Soviet Union, and that speaks to 
the path Cuba took independent 
of the USSR during and after its 
existence.

We agree with current Presi‐
dent Díaz­Canel that privatiza‐
tion is only bad for the people. 
However, nationalization only 
threatens imperialist meddling, it 
does not address the internal 
class contradictions of a country. 
And in the case of Cuba, with the 
dependence on tourist money and 
remittances, the Amerikans have 
significant and increasing control 
over their economy despite na‐
tionalization. 

In the United $tates state­run 
firms (like the post office) are of‐
ten defined as "socialism." But 
Maoists define socialism differ‐
ently, as an economy that is 
guided by the proletarian line, al‐
ways engaging in class struggle, 
pitting the interests of collec‐
tivism, humyn needs and humyn 
relations above production, effi‐
ciency and profit.

As Mowgli writes, the inter‐
nal contradictions of a capitalist 
economy in Cuba cannot ulti‐
mately be resolved without a 
popular movement to rectify the 
current leadership and shift to the 
socialist road. We would go fur‐
ther in stressing that socialism is 
class struggle. There is no policy 
shift that can bring a country to 
the socialist road, only the mili‐
tant mobilization of the masses 
concentrated in a communist 
party that puts the class struggle 
at the forefront. Our opposition 
from within the empire to the em‐
bargo serves to help the Cuban 
people see their dreams come 
true via continued class struggle. 
■

... Continued from p. 1 ... Cuba & COVID­19
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by Wiawimawo of MIM(Prisons)
July 2021

One thing we heard from 
those saddened by the police 
murder of 16­year­old Ma'Khia 
Bryant (see article at right) was 
that she didn't get to have a child‐
hood.(1) While nation is most 
certainly the primary factor that 
led to the cop, Nicholas Reardon, 
shooting Bryant, we think gender 
oppression, and in particular 
youth oppression, had a lot to do 
with Bryant ending up where she 
did on that fateful day.

When people speak of being 
able to have a childhood, we may 
think of a time of fun, carefree 
play, no work, no oppression, etc. 
Of course most people in the 
world don't have much of a child‐
hood in this sense. But in the 
United $tates many do. So al‐
ready we see there is some hierar‐
chy involved in this idea of 
having a childhood, at least under 
imperialism. We see this hierar‐
chy as the realm of gender be‐
cause it is a question of leisure 
time and not labor time, which is 
the subject of class (see Clarity 
on What Gender Is by MC5). But 
there is also the question of why 
we must separate our lives into 
periods of fun and play and peri‐
ods of work and oppression? And 
why do we have oppression at 
all? And how did work become a 
bad thing? 

To answer these questions 
briefly, the relations of produc‐
tion under capitalism are what 
alienates people from their labor 
today, so that they feel their labor 
time is not their time. But as 
"adults," most must spend the 
majority of their waking hours in 
labor time. While some people 
want those like Bryant to have the 
purist, most care­free childhood 
as possible, we are working to‐
wards a whole life that is enjoy‐
able and fulfilling. And we doubt 
that is possible without a healthy 
dose of productive labor. The ex‐
clusion of children from work for 
over 100 years in the United 
$tates has left them with no pro‐
ductive role to play in society, 
leading to alienation and lack of 
worth.(2) This alienation and 
lack of self­worth is reinforced 
by abuse, and leads to destructive 
behavior.

As Greyhound points out in 
eir article on Ma'Khia Bryant, the 
Soviet Union provided family for 

orphaned youth through the pro‐
ductive life of the commune. The 
communes did not work kids to 
the bone to squeeze out the maxi‐
mum profits as the capitalists 
once did in the United $tates, and 
still do in most of the world. Be‐
low we look at some attempts by 
capitalist Amerika to provide for 
youth and why they cannot get at 
the source of youth oppression as 
well as socialist experiments that 
have. 

Child Credits Pay the 
Patriarch

With sheltering­in­place dur‐
ing the pandemic and no in­per‐
syn schooling for most children, 
the question of childcare has re‐
ceived much attention in the 
United $tates. The answer from 
the bourgeoisie came in the form 
of child credits. Amerikan fami‐
lies began receiving these pay‐
ments in mid­July 2021, for a 
total of $3000­3600 per family 
over the next 6 months.

These credits are a market­
based attempt to address the 
problem of adults in the nuclear 
family spending large sums of 
money to have their children 
cared for when they are working 
or otherwise occupied. These 
credits put more power in the 
hands of the adults who get the 
money over the lives of the chil‐
dren who qualify them for these 
payments. Money for those who 
struggle to make ends meet can 
certainly mean less stressful con‐
ditions for their children. The 
logic makes sense, it is just a 
backwards, half­ass approach. 
By the 1960s in socialist China, 
all children had guaranteed care 
that was collectively run and of‐
fered ways for youth to voice 
their concerns and avoid abusive 
situations. This was in a country 
where a decade or two earlier 
children were basically sold into 
slavery. This is the kind of radical 
change the youth need, that a 
profit­based system can't pro‐
vide.

Punishing Sex Offenders to 
Save the Family

It is very evident that affec‐
tion, support and trust in our lives 
as young people have significant 
effects on our health throughout 
our lives.(3) Lack of positive so‐
cial relationships and experi‐
ences has been linked to drug 
addiction and correlates strongly 

with imprisonment. Therefore 
this is a topic very dear to the 
hearts of many of our readers. 

One way we see this manifest 
in a more reactionary politic of 
the imprisoned masses is in the 
strong, often violent attitudes to‐
wards sex offenders in prison 
culture. This sentiment exists 
outside prison of course, but be‐
came part of the prison culture 
because of the concentration of 
convicted sex offenders there. As 
we've addressed in the past, this 
reactionary politic is problematic 
on the one hand in that it is  al‐
lowing the state to decide who 
our enemies are (see Sex Offend‐
ers Reconsidered in ULK 55), 
that in many cases the actions 
that led to these cases are mild 
compared to many non­sex­of‐
fender charges and in some cases 
the people are completely inno‐
cent.(4) In the United $tates, 
white males and females, as a 
group, have treated the Black 
male as a sexual animal that must 
be controlled, sometimes by fake 
rape charges and imprisonment. 
In other words, some who are 
convicted as sex offenders are ac‐
tually the victims of gender op‐
pression, as well as national 
oppression.

A second reason we say the 
anti­sex offender politic is reac‐
tionary is that it doesn't offer any 
real solutions to the problem of 
the sexual abuse of children. It is 
an example of why MIM always 
opposed the slogan "Think 
global, act local." If you think 
globally about this problem of 
child abuse, and act locally by os‐
tracizing or even attacking those 
you come in contact with who 
have (or who you believe have) 
abused children, you haven't 
changed anything if the patri‐
archy remains. You can confirm 
this with crime statistics, or just 
the fact that we live in a society 
where we know this problem is 
still prevalent.

Addressing child abuse re‐
quires systemic change as the 
Chinese instituted during their 
experiment in socialism. Young 
people need a different system 
that supports them with things we 
know people need to grow up 
healthy; mentally and physically. 
These things can not be offered 
on conditions or the whims of 
one or two adults who control the 

Real Youth Liberation, Not 
Just Payments For Patriarchs

by Greyhound of Anti­Imperial‐
ist Prisoner Support

July 2021

On 20 April 2021, Ma'Khia 
Bryant — a 16­year­old New 
Afrikan girl — was murdered by 
a pig belonging to the Columbus 
Division of Police.(1) As the 
news of a guilty verdict on killer 
pig Derek Chauvin was barely 
starting to make news on various 
media, an Amerikan pig killed 
another New Afrikan child.(2)

At the time of the murder, 
Ma'Khia Bryant lived in foster 
care in the home of Angela 
Moore — the foster mother. The 
incident started as a conflict be‐
tween a Tionna Bonner, 22 years 
old, a former foster child of Ms. 
Moore, and Ma'Khia Bryant and 
her younger sister Ja'Niah 
Bryant. The conflict was origi‐
nally over housework, and how 
the former foster child Tionna 
Bonner said the Bryant children 
were not giving Ms. Moore the 
respect that was due. The dispute 
escalated when Ja'Niah called 
Ms. Moore who said she was too 
busy to get involved. Ja'Niah 
called her grandmother while Ms. 
Bonner called another former 
foster child by the name of Shai­
Onta Craig Watkins. Watkins was 
20 years old at this time.(3)

The grandmother of the 
Bryant children arrived who de‐
scribed the conflict. She tried 
protecting her grandchildren who 
were being threatened by the 
older former foster children Ms. 
Bonner and Ms. Watkins. By this 
time, Ms. Bonner had pulled out 
a knife (according to Ja'Niah and 
her grandmother) and Ma'Khia 
had grabbed a steak knife from 
the kitchen. This is when Ja'Niah 
called 911 to which she claimed 
"Angie's grown girls trying to 
fight us, trying to stab us, trying 
to put her hands on our 
grandma."(4)

The police arrived 12 minutes 
later. Ms. Watkins has left the 
house while the Bryant children 
began to pack up their things. The 
Bryant children's father now ar‐
rived at the scene as Ms. Watkins 
returned with two more people. 
While the two groups crossed 
paths, Ms. Watkins spat towards 
the Bryant family. Ja'Niah Bryant 
later said, "That's when every‐
thing just went left."

As Ma'Khia Bryant charged, 
Ms. Watkins fell to the ground in 
which then Ma'Khia's father tried 
to kick Watkins. When Ma'Khia 
raised her kitchen knife, pig 
Nicholas Reardon shot Ma'Khia 
four times. Ma'Khia was dead.

The activists oriented towards 
the recent mass movements ori‐
ented around the national contra‐
diction pointed out on social 
media how the New Afrikan 
masses couldn't get a single sec‐
ond of judicial justice from the 
United $tates without having an‐
other Amerikan pig take the life 
away from another New Afrikan. 
This murder was closely dated 
with the release of the video 
footage showing the murder of 
Mexican lumpen youth Adam 
Toledo who was 3 years younger 
than Ma'Khia Bryant. The liber‐
als and left­wing imperialists ori‐
ented with the Democratic Party 
seemed too busy to pat them‐
selves on the back in regards to 
the guilty verdict on Derek Chau‐
vin that these two murders of op‐
pressed nation youth seemed to 

not stay in their national head‐
lines.

The Oppressed Nation 
Youth in the Foster Care 
System

In 2019, New Afrikan chil‐
dren made up 14% of the total 
child population in the United 
$tates — children ranging from 
ages 1 to 18 —  while their euro­
Amerikan counterparts made up 
50%.(5) Despite the much 
smaller size, New Afrikan chil‐
dren made up 23% of the kids in 
foster care, much higher than 
Chican@s, First Nations, and na‐
tional minorities.(6) The number 
of New Afrikan foster children 
however, has been decreasing 
steadily for the past two decades 
with the year 2000 starting with a 
39% and reaching a stabilization 
of 23% around 2016 up to 2019. 

Throughout many different soci‐
eties in the modern imperialist 
world there have been problems 
of vulnerable children; whether 
they be foster kids, orphan beg‐
gars, or a gang of youth thieves, 
crisis which inevitably comes 
from the capitalist relations of 
production will strike the youth 
populations as well. In the 
United $tates, one of the many 
major external factors of the op‐
pressed nations' material condi‐
tions in the recent decades have 
been the drug war. With the turn 
of the 1980s, the crack epidemic 
fueled by the alliance between 
the CIA and the comprador drug 
lords of Latin America has hit 
New Afrikan and Latin@ com‐
munities like a locust swarm 
would to a peasant's rice field. 
As the drug game became more 
and more dangerous, the op‐
pressed nation youth lost the lit‐
tle stability and the nuclear 
family structure that they had in 
the first place. The associate 
commissioner of the Children's 
Bureau stated that "most chil‐
dren enter the foster care sys‐
tem, not from physical abuse, 
but from neglect."(7) That 
means the primary cause of what 
leads New Afrikan youth to en‐
ter the foster care system is not 
physical and emotionally abu‐
sive parents per se, but lack of 
resources the family or the com‐
munity around them has. 

Children growing in those 
lumpenized households and im‐
poverished labor aristocrat 
households vulnerable to lump‐
enization (and most importantly, 
surrounded by abysmal living 
conditions) creates a very unsta‐
ble element to the country over 
all. So in that response, the foster 
system is utilized where petty­
bourgeois households (many of 
them belonging to the oppressed 
nation themselves!) with the time 
and resource could take care of 
children coming from beneath 
their petty­bourgeois class status. 
Like any other institutions and 
systems part of the capitalist su‐
perstructure (despite its well­in‐
tended individuals), bureaucratic 
and profit motivated work meth‐
ods poison many aspects of the 
foster care system. Abuse, emo‐
tional deprivation, and physical 
neglect reign amongst children in 
foster care. Just like how the po‐
lice departments of every major 
city juke statistics and makes 
robberies and rapes disappear — 
and how the school system juke 
scores and encourage studying 
tests instead of studying fields of 
knowledge — foster homes of‐

Ma’Khia Bryant: 
Murder of An Oppressed Nation 
Youth Demands Real Solutions
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tentimes make their abuse and 
neglect disappear as well. Anti­
communists claim that no one 
would work without the profit 
motive, and that the profit motive 
is the main source of good work 
in any society. Then how come 
foster parents who get paid hun‐
dreds by the government every 
month per child still can't meet 
the emotional and physical re‐
quirement for vulnerable youth?

With the crack cocaine epi‐
demic rising in the 1980s and 
1990s, bourgeois nationalist 
ideas hardening the family struc‐
ture of oppressed nations came to 
popularity. Bourgeois national‐
ists pointed at the lack of a nu‐
clear family structure amongst 
oppressed nations, and rested the 
conditions of New Afrikans and 
Chican@s upon that point.(8) The 
absentee father; the drug addicted 
mother; the so­called "emascu‐
lated" gay man; the gangster 
who's "too dumb" to use his para‐
sitic gains to transform into a le‐
gal capitalist; and the participator 
of "loose sex" were seen as the 
reasons why New Afrikan/Chi‐
can@ youth were pulled into 
lumpenization and the foster care 
system. Maoists understand that 
the superstructure cannot change 
the economic base, and the idea 
of "superstructure first" will be 
fruitless without the overthrow of 
capitalism. Shaming single 
mothers, persecuting LGBT 
masses, and enabling the capital‐
ist instincts of the lumpen class 
will not only fail to give us liber‐
ation, but will attack the masses 
even more. 

Socialist Handling of 
Unattended Youth

In the Soviet Union, revolu‐
tion, counter­revolution, and 
world war left millions of or‐
phans in Russia commonly re‐
ferred to as 
"besprizornye" (literally mean‐
ing "unattended").(9) Most of 
these orphans worked as beggars 
while also looking towards odd 
jobs such as selling flowers and 
cigarettes or hoping to work in 
restaurants for scraps. Competi‐
tion became more fierce, and 
many of these orphans turned to‐
wards prostitution and thievery.
(10) Gangs of orphans as large as 
groups of 30 came to being; alco‐
holism and drug abuse became a 
common sight; and STDs, physi‐
cal, and mental illness became 
common things associated with 
the unattended children.(11) 
From this basis came the battle 
for communist transformation of 
not only the unattended children 
but all children under socialism 
in the USSR. Revolutionary or‐

phanages were formed, children 
were provided with necessities 
such as education while expected 
to help with maintaining those 
independent institutions and de‐
cision making. The primary split 
between these orphanages under 
socialism and capitalism was the 
agency and self­determination 
given to the orphaned youth and 
the question of adoption: social‐
ist orphanages didn't seek to put 
children in adoption but give 
them a family through the pro‐
ductive life of the commune. 
During the latter half of the 
1920s, the Soviet Union suc‐
ceeded in the rehabilitation of the 
unattended children although the 
goal of creating revolutionary 
youth movement for all youth has 
not been met.(12)

The murder of Ma'Khia 
Bryant is overlooked unfortu‐
nately by both the Liberals and 
the revolutionaries. As a guilty 
verdict has been placed on pig 
Derek Chauvin, liberals are eager 
to put a book end to the rebellion 
that spread across the country 
from 2020­2021. As Mao Zedong 
taught us that the masses must 
learn revolution through waging 
revolution, we emphasize the 
work on us that must be done in 
pulling the correct lessons from 
the period of rebellion from 2020 
to 2021. Many radical Liberals 
are heartbroken by such morbid 
killing of an oppressed nation 
youth — a habit Amerikkka is 
unable to kick — and often times 
let the bourgeois moralism 
alongside catharsis get the better 
of them. We emphasize again the 
importance of learning the 
essence of the reality around us 
and the importance of serving 
unattended youth while combat‐
ing tailist and commandist atti‐
tudes. ■
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child's life. As they say, "it takes a 
village to raise a child." And peo‐
ple who are serious about reduc‐
ing child abuse need to work to 
build those villages and build 
them in ways that give young 
people full access to information, 
a wide variety of adult support 
people, including those in power, 
and access to other youth without 
the interference of adults. The 
village should also give repercus‐
sions to youth for "bad behavior." 
These repercussions should be 
consistent in order to provide the 
youth with social guidance and 
never be used by individual 
adults to get what they want from 
children or to take out their frus‐
trations from a bad day. The 
oversight of a more village­based 
model must prevent adults from 
doing such things.

Different Models

What the bourgeoisie offers in 
place of the village is more cash 
to the patriarch. These cash in‐
centives make single­parent 
homes more viable. But single­
parent homes are some of the eas‐
iest places for adults to molest 
and abuse children. 

The reactionary approach to 
child abuse (imprisonment and 
violence) also reinforces the pa‐
triarchy, where strong adult men 
must protect youth from other 
adult men by physical assault. 
One critique of this line points 
out how it views the rights of 
children the same as the rights of 
animals in that they must be 
granted and enforced from the 
outside.

"pseudo feminists... [accept a] 
zoological implication that child 
abuse is going to go on forever, as 
if... child abuse were inherent in 
the humyn species, and at the 
same time external to humyn so‐
cial relations, like animals."(5)

The Maoist counter­point 
then is that child abuse is a 
humyn relationship that is found 
within the patriarchal family 
structure. It is part of the central 
problem of oppression of groups 
of people by other groups that we 
aim to resolve through ongoing 
revolutionary struggle under the 
dictatorship of the proletariat. 
Rather than punishing sex of‐
fenders to save the family and 
"protect our children", we must 
replace the nuclear family with 
communal child­rearing, and 
empower young people to criti‐
cize others in order to stop those 
who might try to abuse children. 

Putting child care in the pub‐
lic sphere will do a lot to under‐
mine the conditions of child 
abuse. But it does not eliminate 
the biases of the adult population, 
especially those that grew up in 
the old capitalist ways, from 
miseducating or mistreating 
youth as a group. And we know 
that institutional living like group 
homes and prisons, where many 
adults are involved in "care" for 
the youth, are rife with abuse. For 
these reasons youth must have 
ways of coming together as a 
group and voicing their interests 
as a group, even enforcing their 
interests as a group in contradic‐
tion to the adults that they depend 
on.

Ruth Sidel produced an in­
depth report on Women and 
Childcare in China as well as in 
the Soviet Union and the kibbutz 
in I$rael. In one Chinese school 
she visited, when asked what 
you'd do if you found a sick child 
on the street, a 6­year­old student 
responds: "i'd bring them 
medicine and water." Sidel was 
surprised the child would not find 
an authority figure first.(6) What 

a striking difference in world 
views between socialist children 
and how most of us grew up in 
this country. These children still 
spent most of their days singing 
and playing and doing things that 
we all did in school. Yet, they 
were taught differently, taught to 
act and be self­empowered as 
soon as they were able to physi‐
cally complete the tasks that 
might be demanded of them, like 
bringing another child water, or 
possibly organizing resistance to 
an abusive adult.

Some reading this will find 
the youth helping other youth not 
so strange because they raised 
their siblings at a young age. This 
is another way that peoples' 
"childhoods are lost" in our cul‐
ture; having to take care of other 
children as a child. It is not that 
care for those younger than you is 
inappropriate to carry out as a 
child, but that you need the sup‐
port of a community to do so in a 
way that is not oppressive to your 
own life and most supportive to 
those you help care for. 

According to the story from 
Ma'Khia Bryant's grandmother, 
the conflict that had occurred 
among two groups of foster chil‐
dren was over perceived disre‐
spect to the foster mother due to 
the lack of chores getting done. 
Most likely the situation was 
more complicated. But we see 
how there can be a disagreement 
over the labor responsibilities of 
members of a family that leads to 
violent conflict. This would be 
very unlikely when people have 
clear responsibilities, clear and 
consistent consequences that are 
enforced by the group for not 
meeting those responsibilities, 
and ways to communicate up 
front with both adults and youth 
about the roles and treatment of 
others.

The Roles of Youth in 
Society

In discussing Ma'khia 
Bryant's childhood, we must ad‐
dress the fact that she was 16 
years old when she was murdered 
by a cop because of this conflict. 
Other 16­year­olds in the area 
could have banded together to 
take revenge on Reardon for 
shooting her. Most members of 
the Black Panther Party joined in 
their teens. Bobby Hutton was 
murdered by the pigs emself at 
age 17 while on an armed patrol 
of the police. Sixteen is much 
more physically developed than 
six, and would mostly only be 
limited by legal restrictions like 
being able to drive or purchase 
fire arms. 

Fifteen was the age when 
members of the Fuerzas Armadas 
Revolucionarias de Colombia ­ 
Ejército del Pueblo(FARC­EP) 
could engage in armed actions.
(7) As the struggle of the Eritrean 
People's Liberation Front(EPLF) 
advanced, they established the 
Fitewerari to train male youth 14 
to 16 years old and females of all 
ages. They found that training the 
adult females separate from adult 
males helped in both groups 
overcoming the traditional gen‐
der roles they had been incul‐
cated with. The youth did not 
have these challenges, at least not 
to the same degree.

"In addition to literacy educa‐
tion, political and military train‐
ing, and running their daily 
affairs, they participate in pro‐
duction, adhering to the EPLF's 
correct revolutionary principle of 
'integrating education with pro‐
duction.' They practice criticism 
and self­criticism to rectify mis‐
takes, develop work and 
strengthen comradely solidarity. 

Upon finishing training, they are 
assigned to the different EPLF 
units and departments to carry on 
the struggle on all fronts."(8)

Much has been put into the 
idea that a humyn's prefrontal 
cortex is growing rapidly up until 
about age 25. The implication be‐
ing that you can't quite trust the 
judgement of those under 25. But 
this is only one data point, of a bi‐
ological phenomenon we still 
barely understand. And along 
with this data point comes some 
implications in how younger 
people are willing to go against 
the status quo and can change 
their ways faster. We look to his‐
tory, to see the transformative 
power of youth movements, 
rather than follow current trends 
in biological determinism based 
in preliminary studies of the 
brain.

Towards a World Without 
Oppression

When Maoists talk about gen‐
der, we are talking about a system 
of power in the realm of leisure 
time; the patriarchy. In that sys‐
tem, youth are generally part of 
the gender­oppressed. Though in 
the imperialist countries, they are 
likely part of a gender aristoc‐
racy, a child aristocracy, particu‐
larly those who have access to the 
idealized carefree childhood. 

Similar to the wimmin in 
bourgeois society, the bourgeois 
children are relegated outside of 
labor and exclusively to leisure 
time. This leisure time is mean‐
while structured to serve the 
pleasure of the man and the inter‐
ests of capitalism overall. These 
groups being relegated to leisure 
time reinforces the divide be‐
tween leisure time and labor time 
in society mentioned above. This 
is one reason why it is hard to 
imagine undoing gender hierar‐
chy without first undoing capital‐
ism, which would eliminate the 
sharp divide between labor time 
and leisure time. Through this 
process, gender will cease to be 
so separate from class struggle as 
it is in the bourgeoisified First 
World countries. Then our lives 
as individuals will be more com‐
plete, as will our communities. 

Youth liberation is part of and 
dependent on the struggle to end 
capitalism and imperialism. 
Youth don't need more paternal‐
ism, they need a supportive vil‐
lage to learn from and the 
freedom to self­actualize them‐
selves without the fetters of op‐
pression that shape our lives 
today. ■
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Deepest Well: Healing the Long­
term effects of Childhood Adversity, 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.
3. MCB52, The Oppression of Chil‐
dren Under Patriarchy, MIM Theory 
9: Psychology and Imperialism, 
1995, p.17.
4. A Nevada Prisoner, December 
2016, Sex Offenders Reconsidered, 
Under Lock & Key 55.
5. Is Calvin Human? and other an‐
noying questions: "Calvin and 
Hobbes," zoology, and the oppres‐
sion of children by patriarchy, 
Maoist Information Website, April 
2009.
6. Ruth Sidel, Women and Childcare 
in China, Penguin Books, 1982, p.
135.
7. Maria Paula Rubiano, 13 July 
2021, How to Feed 10,000 Rebel 
Fighters for 50 years, Atlas Obscura
8. Selected Articles from "Vanguard: 
Official Monthly Organ of the Er‐
itrean People's Liberation Front", 
Association of Eritrean Students in 
North America, October 1977, p.12.

... Continued from p. 5 ... Youth Liberation

... Continued from p. 5 ... Ma'Khia Bryant
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By USW73 of United Struggle 
from Within

April 2021 ­ The San Quentin 
(SQ) administration has been 
running two modified programs 
on Death Row under the guise of 
social distancing since the pan‐
demic began. Both look so good 
on paper, but how they look on 
paper and how they really work 
are the only things six feet apart 
and the result was putting many 
six feet under. 

Death Row's seven group 
yards were divided into 14 yards 
back in the first quarter of 2020. 
That was accomplished by send‐
ing half of East Block (EB) out 
one day, then the other half the 
next day with Death Row prison‐
ers warehoused in Donner Sec‐
tion (DS). Which side of EB DS 
went out with switched at least 
three times — before, during and 
after spikes of COVID­19 on 
Death Row and throughout the 
prison. In addition to the switches 
thrown on the tracks of this crazy 
train, at no time was there a max‐
imum allowed number of prison‐
ers set for each of the yards. 
Requests to set a maximum num‐
ber per yard and prepare daily 
lists by going cell to cell through 

both sides of EB and the DS tiers  
(as is done for 'walk­alone' due to 
the limited number of cages) 
were ignored all the way to 
Sacramento. Does CDCR prefer 
the truth be released at half ca‐
pacity perhaps? Appeal #SQ­A­
20­01123 remains unanswered 
since it was sent for final review 
on 14 July 2020. 

No emphasis on social dis‐
tancing regarding the shower 
program in DS exists anywhere 
but on paper as well. The Daily 
Program Status Report (PSR) 
fabricated 14 July 2020 explains 
only four showers can be used at 
a time. It conveniently omits the 
fact there are only four showers 
total. These consist of steel mesh 
cages — each sharing a mesh 
wall with the other. Three are ap‐
proximately 3 1/2' x 3 1/2'. The 
fourth is designed to accommo‐
date a wheelchair. Nobody using 
these showers can be 6' away 
from the prisoner in the adjoining 
cage. Perhaps CDCR hopes to 
bring in waterboarding. That 
would certainly be the effect if 
you wear a mask in the shower. 

Prisoners can refuse to go to 
yard unless there's a unit search. 

Prisoners can even refuse to 
shower, opting for an in­cell 'bird 
bath.' However, the San Quentin 
administration is now moving all 
Death Row prisoners from DS to 
EB. So, the four shower cage 
problem disappears as if in a mist 
of droplets, because the EB 
showers only accommodate one 
prisoner at a time. 

It 'seems' all the moves are 
deemed safe and if that is indeed 
true, there is still no purpose for a 
14 yard program except to keep 
something looking good on pa‐
per. It's not working good at all if 
you read about it on this paper 
though. That's because this ex‐
plains how CDCR managed to 
execute prisoners even during a 
moratorium.

MIM(Prisons) adds: As of 12 
June 2021, 28 of the 224 people 
who died from COVID­19 in 
CDCR custody were at San 
Quentin State Prison, the highest 
of any facility (see data here: 
www.cdcr.ca.gov/covid19/popu‐
lation­status­tracking/). Also see 
more detailed reports on the prac‐
tices that led to those deaths by 
USW73 from previous issues of 
Under Lock & Key. ■

Innocence Wasn't Enough

For Erick Riddick
by a California prisoner
June 2021

[Editor: Erick Riddick was re‐
leased in May 2021 after 30 
years in prison in a deal for time 
served for a guilty plea. His case 
was championed by Meek Mill, 
who he met in prison, and 
brought his case to the attention 
of some law students at George‐
town University.]

Comrades, I want to highlight 
the issues surrounding the Erick 
Riddick case because I feel it did 
not get enough media coverage. 
Sure there was enough attention 
given to free him after 30 years, 
however that is only because he 
knew a famous rapper. What 
about the thousands of other peo‐
ple in prison who don't know any 
famous celebrities?

Riddick's case disturbed me 
personally because I too tried to 
raise a claim of actual innocence 
in court only to be told that 
claims of actual innocence are 
not cognizable. For all who do 
not understand legal language, 
that means 'so what if you have 
evidence of innocence, the law 
does not permit one to be freed on 
those grounds.'

The inequality of Herrera v. 
Collins 506 U.S. 390 (1993) 
should enrage anyone who has an 
atom of decency in them. All of 
these prejudiced kind of laws are 
opined in private, however the 
very moment it is brought to the 
public's attention at large, like 
with Erick Riddick, the pretense 
of justice is miraculously as‐
sumed. 

Riddick had solid evidence of 
his innocence and yet that was 
not enough for his release from 
prison after 30 years! Because of 
Herrera v. Collins, Erick Riddick 
had to plea to a 3rd degree murder 
charge in exchange for release. 
The very notion of the plea deal is 
illegal — words like extortion, 
ransom, kidnapping, come to 
mind — but when are govern‐
ment officials ever subject to the 
law?

When I was in county jail the 

sheriffs officers there would 
boast that a court can not order 
them to do anything. They would 
say "a court order is only a sug‐
gestion."

Does anyone in the free world 
care that 4% of the U.S. popula‐
tion has a 'do whatever you want' 
license or is it ok so long as it 
don't happen to you? What? You 
didn't know that 4% of the U.S. 
population works to incarcerate 
Americans? Look around, some‐
one standing close to you locks 
people in a cage for a paycheck. 
They take off their uniform be‐
fore entering the public domain 
because they know they are ene‐
mies of the people. They are hid‐
ing their evil, that's why they 
change clothes before leaving 
work at the police station. 

I am doing a life sentence, so 
that you will be frightened into 
submission. Any who are com‐
plicit encourage further tyranny. I 
don't have anything to lose but 
my chains, but I guarantee you 
this, if you do not stand against 
the police now your kids will suf‐
fer a much worse fate than mine. 

None but prisoners know how 
unjust the laws are. Judges are 
paid in excess of $300,000 annu‐
ally to give life sentences but the 
jury has no right to know what 
sentence a guilty verdict carries. 
The Riddick case should be 
mainstream media. The public 
deserves to know that the law 
don't care if a man is innocent, 
their only concern is intimida‐
tion, life sentences for some so 
that all will cower down & pay 
heavy taxes. 

4% of the population roams 
around with a gun and a badge 
and a fat belly, living off the 
working man's hard work! They 
carry that gun because they are 
too lazy for a real job. When will 
government officials be held ac‐
countable for their crimes against 
humanity? The time to stand 
united against the police is 
NOW!! It is me today, tomorrow 
it will be you. Resist NOW! ■

How CDCR Executed Prisoners on 
its Death Row During a Moratorium

CDCR Punishes Organizers
Under Cover of Quarantine
by a comrade of United Struggle 

from Within
July 2021

I am being transferred to an‐
other prison for inciting the 
whole entire population with a 
statement that said i am an 'Illu‐
minati Killer.' 

I'm out of their established 
isolation unit and now being 
housed in a quarantine housing 
unit. The housing unit is a 300 
cell living unit, double cell. There 
are probably 30 individuals scat‐
tered throughout the entire facil‐
ity/unit. All individuals housed 
here are from several different in‐
stitutional facility yards. None 
are GP (General Population) that 
i know of.

SATF (Substance Abuse 
Treatment Facility) is bleeding 
the state for medical benefits, like 
claiming this building as a medi‐
cal facility, under the guise of 
COVID quarantine. But the ad‐
ministration is using the building 
as an isolation unit. All of the 
guys housed here are said to be in 
transit, transitioning from some 
place to another, but on the cool 
they all are trouble makers of the 
California Department of Cor‐
rections and "rehabilita‐
tion" (CDCR). We get zero yard, 
zero dayroom, zero facility activ‐
ities like law library, education, 
canteen, vocation, etc. They ter‐
minated all of our privileges ex‐
cept for writing a letter. And if 
one doesn't have postage stamps, 
it sucks to be you.

The current CDCR 602 

[grievance form] is being remod‐
eled thanks to the San Quentin 
Prison Law Office's latest negoti‐
ation to the Armstrong lawsuit 
against CDCR to wire the institu‐
tions for cameras and micro‐
phones to protect the disabled 
prisoners being abused by pigs 
and covered up by crooked ad‐
ministrators trying to protect 
their skeletons from being leaked 
to the public.

So chances of getting a 602 
going anywhere right now is 
more slim than the yester years.

Rumor has it that a pig killed 
emself not long ago, due to state 
layoffs. So the bull shit is in the 
air. Free staff are refusing to 
come to work in support of the 
California Correctional Peace 
Officers Association (CCPOA) 
work strike against prison clo‐
sures. The attitude is that prison‐
ers ain't got shit coming right 
now at SATF. And if they try 
pushing the issue, then label them 
a gang leader and transfer them 
into an active gladiator environ‐
ment.

The cadre here are educated to 
concentrate on being released. 
Don't bite into the pigs provoca‐
tion. They are doing everything 
they can to prevent us from see‐
ing that free society because they 
understand the power that we 
have with zero attachments and 
very little loyalty to what they are 
loyal to. Leaders are locating 
Agent Smith in their comfort 
zones, gyms, churches, restau‐
rants, etc and revisiting some 

very awkward conversations that 
originated on the prison yard.

Tupac Shakur responds to an 
interviewer: That's why i put the 
'k' to it. Know what? Niggas was 
telling me about this illuminati 
shit while i'm in jail, right, like 
"the dollar, you know." That's an‐
other way to keep yourself in 
chains yo. That's another way to 
keep you unconfident. And i put 
the 'k' there cuz i'm killing that il‐
luminati shit, trust me!" 

DISL Automatic:
People yellin' "Wake up!"
But they're still dreamin
They say "killuminati"
But they don't know the mean‐

ing
They took Pac's saying way out 

of context
'Cuz what he meant is that illu‐

minati shit is nonsense
he wasn't saying we should kill 

anybody,
he was saying we should kill 

that talk of illuminati
'Cuz all it is is a bunch of hocus 

pocus
to make us feel powerless and 

shift all of our focus
from the corporations and the 

corrupt government
to the secret societies and sacred 

covenants
That's what they want so they 

don't have to take you serious
They brush you off as a conspir‐

acy theorist. ■
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September 9 Day of Peace and Solidarity
September 9th is a day of building peace and solidarity in prisons across the United $tates, an opportunity for 
prisoners to commemorate the anniversary of the Attica uprising, and draw attention to abuse of prisoners 
across the country. This event was initiated in 2012 by an organization participating in the United Front for 
Peace in Prisons (UFPP) and has been taken up as an annual UFPP event ever since, with people committing 
to participate in prisons across the country.

Most important is the dedication to spend the 24 hours promoting peace and education. We call for a full halt on 
all hostilities and engagements, whether between lumpen organizations or individuals. All participants should 
use the day to educate and build peace. In some places prisoners will observe a 24 hour work stoppage and 
fast. In others there will be group classes to study and discuss political history and current events. Figure out 
what you will do at your prison and get started organizing people today.

This demonstration aligns with the UFPP principle to build unity among prisoners who have a common interest 
in fighting the oppression of the criminal injustice system. This is a critical step in building a united front among 
prisoner organizations and individuals committed to the anti­imperialist movement. We do not need to agree on 
every political question, but we must come together united around core principles to build and succeed 
together. For those who are engaging others to participate, the unity building starts well before September 9. It 
is a long process of education and organizing to build the anti­imperialist movement.

Request our September 9th Study Pack for history and materials to help you organize for this 9/9.

Focus on Solutions for Black August

Unity to All Folks
by Narobi Äntari of United 

Struggle from Within
March 2021

This is a response to the arti‐
cle "King Von's Passing and 
Lumpen Hip­Hop Culture" in 
ULK 73. After reading this arti‐
cle, it made me think about my 
own upbringing back in the Mid‐
west during the beginning of 
what is now called "Drill music." 
A lot of us younger folks gravi‐
tated towards this latest sound of 
gangsta rap due to relation of the 
folks rapping about their own or‐
ganization, street, block or side of 
the city. Both the Gangster Disci‐
ples and the Black Disciples rep‐
resenting themselves, and also 
dissed each other which led to the 
deaths of many, such as Lil Jojo, 
who was a young G.D. member 
to King Von who was a B.D. 
member. But what would Larry 
Hoover Sr. and David Barksdale 
say about all that's been going 
on?

As kensfolks, we grew up 
with each other (G.D.'s and 
B.D.'s) most likely. Went to the 
same schools, went or still attend 
the same church or mosque, live 
on the same side of town, even 
lived at each others' homes at a 
period of time. We have family 
members who are members of 
both G.D.'s and B.D.'s, like the 
word KENSFOLKS, we're all 
FAMILY and its time for WE to 
engage in a family reunion to 
right all wrongs that's been hap‐
pening in our communities. If 
you're a member of the G.D.'s or 
a member of the B.D.'s, or the 
other Disciple subsets, WE all 
say FOLKS at the end. 

G.D.'s, B.D.'s and the other 
subsets of Disciples out in the 
free society in some communities 
are already in the commission of 
the family reunion, and are grow‐
ing and developing to be more 
righteous members of our soci‐
ety. Being the beacons of light to 

uplift humanity out of its fallen 
state. It's now time to push it into 
full effect, show ourselves and to 
the world who look at us for the 
culture, which was stated in the 
article, "...The lingo that was 
used only in certain blocks and 
neighborhoods of SOUTHSIDE 
Chicago can now be heard from 
all major cities in the United 
$tates from Atlanta to Los Ange‐
les...". So let's come and show 
reconciliation to one another and 
to be learned in the right way, so 
WE can fight in a United Front 
for the Freedom of our brothers 
and sisters of struggle, our lead‐
ers, Freedom Fighters and politi‐
cal prisoners behind these prison 
walls. ■

MO FIRE!!! MO FIRE!!!

FREE LARRY HOOVER SR. 
AND ALL POLITICAL 
LEADERS!! AND MOE 
POWER TO THE KENS‐
FOLKS NATION!!!

AMERIKKKA
The Real TERRORISTS!
by O.G. Hawk
August 2020

    We hear, each and every day,
 that weapons of mass destruction are on the way!

 But, what we don't hear is who is behind­the scenes,
    the ones that are holding the reins!

 For control of everybody and everything,
    they pretend to be for peace, but
 truly wanting to rule as World King!

  They have went to every nation, told lies, stole, raped, and said this was 
for freedom,
  the truth is, the pressures were applied to defeat them!

 How do you help other Countries fix their lifestyle,
 when over here, you cannot ensure the safety of a child?

 You say one thing, but you have done another,
 in reality, you have shown no love for your brother!

 Like Cain, you have destroyed many, many with your deception,
 still killing your brother Abel in this session!

 FBI, CIA, and all of America's comrades have hurt more people than anybody on earth
 crying that democracy is what it's worth!

 How can destroying other people and their property be liberation?
 I, myself, see only damnation!

 We, Afrikan descent suffered the trauma of chattel slavery,
 some of our precious Ancestors showed a lot of bravery!

 Today, the Black Panther Party is still under attack,
 lies have been told to disrupt and misdirect,
 with every attempt to discredit our respect!

 We have and will continue to survive,
    no matter what it'll take,
 by all means, even if it's so powerful,
    that it makes earth shake!

 Afrikan Descendants, it's time to do our thing,
 by truly freeing ourselves and letting our liberation ring!

 It's on us, to take back all that our ancestors lost,
 with all our powers, no matter what ever the cost,
 never let these people be called your "BOSS"!

Rage On
by New Born
May 2021

I'm a fan of literal and biblical hell
But I'm not a fan of people getting tortured to tell
Is it because I'm a Moslem that they feed me the wrong foods
Or can I say in Jesus' name to make Jehovah say I do
She speaks better English than me yet she's not an Amerikkkan
Maybe because the only citizens are the Ku Klux Klan
How can a European call home this land on the Northern shores
When the first inhabitants were the Natives and the Moors
Columbus didn't really find this land empty
And George Washington didn't really chop down a cherry tree
Columbo found this land full of "savages" he say
And that cherry tree was the flag of the Moors of today
I wonder will this be said amongst the People
And when will the New Afrikan be considered equal
I sit here contemplating hour by hour
And when I "Rage" against the system I yell Black Power
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by United Struggle from 
Within
August 2021

USW 27 in California reports: 
Abolitionists From Within(AFW) 

is back on the move. Building, can't 
stop, won't stop. We put forth 
United Front for Peace in Prisons 
statement of principles: Peace, 
Unity, Growth, Internationalism 
and Independence. The work on the 
ground is coming together. About a 
month ago, one of the comrades 
pulled me to the side and had a novel 
idea about bringing the community 

together for Juneteenth. What do you 
know, they made Juneteenth a national 
holiday. And we had a day of peace and 
unity here in our facility. 

The young Afrikan and older com‐
rades smiled that day. You know me, I 
told them to get ready for Black Au‐
gust. But it was nice to see our commu‐
nity ask questions about Juneteenth, the 
end of slavery. However, for us it was a 
day to learn and come together. Unity, 
Peace. A day that I can't be lied to any‐

more. Thank you to the comrade who hit 
me up with the idea. 

Now I need that same energy 
come Black August. Now to all 
you New Afrikans who partici‐
pated in Juneteenth Day, thank 
you. You are free Black men.

Da Struggle Continue

MIM(Prisons) adds: The New 
Afrikan holiday, Juneteenth, was 
made a federal holiday just prior 
to 19 June 2021. While 
Amerikans celebrate 4 July 1776 
as their independence day, 19 
June 1865 has been celebrated 
by many as "Black Indepen‐
dence Day." Though the New 
Afrikan nation was not liberated 
from the emerging U.$. empire 
on that day, it marked the day 
that the Emancipation Proclama‐
tion was announced and en‐
forced in Texas, the last state it 
reached. It took two and a half 
years after the proclamation for 

the northern troops to make it to Texas and 
enforce the law. While the proclamation 
made on 22 September 1862 by President 
Lincoln was not originally a permanent law, 
the Thirteenth Amendment making slavery 
illegal, except for the convicted felon, was 
passed in January 1865, prior to the freeing 
of the slaves in Texas.

With the Thirteenth Amendment, former 
slaves were made citizens of the United 
$tates by mandate, and with no say in the 
matter. This new people had evolved from 
100s of years of African slaves working to‐
gether in a common economic situation, de‐
veloping its own culture and investing in 
developing the land they found themselves 
on. After 100s of years of being denied any 
rights by the slavemasters who brought them 
there, suddenly they were told they must join 
the nation of their slavemasters.

What happened in the south following the 
civil war was a plan for a bourgeois demo‐
cratic program for Black people, to incorpo‐
rate them as full citizens, within the confines 
of capitalism. This plan was called Recon‐
struction. It was short­lived (1863­1877), as 
the whites charged with enforcing it soon 
gave in to the resistance by the whites who 
opposed it. We learned that the white nation 
was not willing to see through the struggle 
for bourgeois democracy for the New 
Afrikan nation. That is why today we say real 
independence, full rights and self­determi‐
nation for New Afrikans, requires New 
Democracy. A New Democracy is a proletar‐
ian­led democratic revolution, different in 
class leadership from the bourgeois 
Amerikan Revolution. 

The history of Reconstruction followed 
by Jim Crow is the most culturally relevant 
example for us in the United $tates of why a 
dictatorship of the proletariat is necessary to 
end oppression. No oppressor class, nation 
or gender in history has yet to give up its 
power without a fight. The all around dicta‐
torship of the proletariat is what communists 
have used to revolutionize societies at all 
levels to undermine class and gender distinc‐
tions. 

Jim Crow laws enforcing segregation re‐
mained in effect until 1965. During the 
1960s there was a significant movement for 
true liberation of the New Afrikan nation 

centered around the Black Panther Party for 
Self­Defense. As we enter Black August later 
this summer, we commemorate those who 
were murdered by the state in the righteous 
struggle against oppression. A struggle that 
was recognized as necessary thanks to the 
lessons of Juneteenth.

Last year, President Donald Trump made 
a point by scheduling a rally speech on June‐
teenth in Tulsa, Oklahoma where whites 
waged an all­out­war against New Afrikans 
in 1921. This year was the 100th anniversary 
of the battle of Tulsa, where the communist 
African Blood Brotherhood(ABB) led the 
brave defense of "Black Wall Street" from 
marauding whites, who shot up and bombed 
the Greenwood district of the city from 
planes. The ABB was a secret society in Jim 
Crow Tulsa and many other southern cities, 
because to be a communist outright would 
have meant a death sentence from whites. 
The battle began when the ABB organized a 
resistance to the lynch mob coming for a 
young New Afrikan falsely accused of raping 
a white girl. While this battle led to many 
deaths on both sides and the burning of both 
white and Black­owned properties, it put an 
end to lynchings in Tulsa for a long time.

A year after Trump's Tulsa debacle, Presi‐
dent Biden made Juneteenth a federal holi‐
day. This symbolizes the conflict within the 
Amerikan ruling class, and the white nation 
as well, in how to deal with the oppressed in‐
ternal semi­colonies today. While the Re‐
publican and Democratic parties have 
switched positions, with the Republican 
Party now being the one trying to disenfran‐
chise New Afrikans, the disagreement over 
the national contradiction is very similar to 
the days of Republican Abraham Lincoln. 

As communists we strive for the resolu‐
tion of this national contradiction by freeing 
all oppressed nations once and for all, not 
waiting and hoping for one slightly friendlier 
sector of the oppressor to win out. The ongo‐
ing struggle for New Afrikan liberation is 
tied to the struggle of all oppressed people 
for liberation. It is not surprising that the na‐
tion that ultimately worked so hard to keep 
the Black nation down in the 1800s is now 
the primary force keeping oppressed people 
down around the world. We have seen the 
limits of the euro­Amerikan revolution. ■

by USW27 of United Struggle 
from Within

August 2021

As you know, Black August 
is here. Do something wherever 
you are for all the brothers who 
gave their lives so our struggle 
could be easy. This year I'm ask‐
ing our comrades to focus not 
only on our problems, but focus 
on our solutions. 

I read somewhere, when we 
think of ourselves as individuals 
rather than as collectives, we fail 

to consider 
the impor‐
tance of sol‐
idarity and 
collective 
resistance. 
We are 
more likely 

to treat oth‐
ers as com‐
petitors as 
opposed to 

comrades.

CDCR admin‐
istration is anti­

Black and Brown, its 
calculated policy 

works against the needs 

and aspirations of our freedom. 
It is our duty to use every neces‐
sary and accessible means to 
protest and to disrupt the ma‐
chinery of oppression and so to 
bring such general distress and 
discomfort upon the oppressor.

For you young Afrikan who 
are asleep, an example was 
shown last month. Chicano, 
Raza comrades here at Calipa‐
tria showed collective resistance 
to the store for the month. I 
salute them comrades. At the 
end their goal was met. Their fo‐
cus was the solution, not the 
problem. That how brothers 
fight collectively at the adminis‐
tration. Abolitionists From 
Within will show up for this 
Black August here, collectively 
with all willing participants.

What is Black August?

Black August is a promotion 
of a conscious, non­sectarian 
mass based New Afrikan resis‐
tance culture, both inside and 
outside the prison walls all 
across the U.$. Empire. Black 
August originally started among 
the brothers in the California Pe‐
nal System to honor three fallen 

comrades and to promote a 
Black culture of resistance and 
revolutionary development.

The first brother, Jonathan 
Jackson, a 17 year old man child 
was gunned down 17 August 
1970 outside a Marin County 
California courthouse in an 
armed attempt to liberate three 
imprisoned Black Liberation 
Fighters (James McClain, 
William Christmans and 
Ruchell Magee). Ruchell Magee 
is the sole survivor. George 
Jackson, Jonathan's older 
brother and comrade, a great 
Black revolutionary theoreti‐
cian and leader was assassinated 
21 August 1971 by guards dur‐
ing a Black prison rebellion at 
San Quentin, in an unsuccessful 
effort to cover up the state's pre­
planned assassination of com‐
rade George. The third brother, 
Khatari Gaulden, was victim‐
ized by the blatant assassination 
of capitalist corporate medical 
politics in prison on 1 August  
1978. In 1979, over 40 people 
came together to form the Black 
August Organizing Committee 
from a united front of New 
Afrikan prisoners formed in 

1978 following Khatari's mur‐
der. 

Some tenets for Black August 
from K.A.G.E. Universal:

• We aim to fast as a show of 
self­discipline and resistance. 
From the sunrise until evening 
meal we will abstain from eat‐
ing.

• We aim to abstain from con‐
suming any type of opioids, or 
other smokable or liquid in‐
toxicants during the month of 
August.

• We aim to combat liberalism 
even by limiting our selection 
of non­frivolous TV shows 
and educational programs i.e., 
radio, historic documentaries, 
journal writings and other cre‐
ative art exhibits.

• During Black August, we 
emphasize political and cul‐
tural evolution studies for 
those participants who care to 
assemble with other brothers 
and sisters rather by way of so‐
cial media internationally and/
or via facilitation within the 
institution forum. ■

Focus on Solutions for Black August

Juneteenth: What it Takes
to End OppressionAMERIKKKA

The Real TERRORISTS!
by O.G. Hawk
August 2020

    We hear, each and every day,
 that weapons of mass destruction are on the way!

 But, what we don't hear is who is behind­the scenes,
    the ones that are holding the reins!

 For control of everybody and everything,
    they pretend to be for peace, but
 truly wanting to rule as World King!

  They have went to every nation, told lies, stole, raped, and said this was 
for freedom,
  the truth is, the pressures were applied to defeat them!

 How do you help other Countries fix their lifestyle,
 when over here, you cannot ensure the safety of a child?

 You say one thing, but you have done another,
 in reality, you have shown no love for your brother!

 Like Cain, you have destroyed many, many with your deception,
 still killing your brother Abel in this session!

 FBI, CIA, and all of America's comrades have hurt more people than anybody on earth
 crying that democracy is what it's worth!

 How can destroying other people and their property be liberation?
 I, myself, see only damnation!

 We, Afrikan descent suffered the trauma of chattel slavery,
 some of our precious Ancestors showed a lot of bravery!

 Today, the Black Panther Party is still under attack,
 lies have been told to disrupt and misdirect,
 with every attempt to discredit our respect!

 We have and will continue to survive,
    no matter what it'll take,
 by all means, even if it's so powerful,
    that it makes earth shake!

 Afrikan Descendants, it's time to do our thing,
 by truly freeing ourselves and letting our liberation ring!

 It's on us, to take back all that our ancestors lost,
 with all our powers, no matter what ever the cost,
 never let these people be called your "BOSS"!

Rage On
by New Born
May 2021

I'm a fan of literal and biblical hell
But I'm not a fan of people getting tortured to tell
Is it because I'm a Moslem that they feed me the wrong foods
Or can I say in Jesus' name to make Jehovah say I do
She speaks better English than me yet she's not an Amerikkkan
Maybe because the only citizens are the Ku Klux Klan
How can a European call home this land on the Northern shores
When the first inhabitants were the Natives and the Moors
Columbus didn't really find this land empty
And George Washington didn't really chop down a cherry tree
Columbo found this land full of "savages" he say
And that cherry tree was the flag of the Moors of today
I wonder will this be said amongst the People
And when will the New Afrikan be considered equal
I sit here contemplating hour by hour
And when I "Rage" against the system I yell Black Power
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by Singlespark of Anti­Imperial‐
ist Prisoner Support

August 2021

[Editor: The author of this review 
uses "southern countries" to refer 
to what we would call the Third 
World, exploited or neo­colonial 
countries, and "northern coun‐
tries" to refer to the imperialist, 
First World, exploiter countries.]

The dominant trend in capi‐
talism for the last forty or so 
years has been the relocation of 
production from northern to 
southern countries, where the 
vast majority of the global indus‐
trial workforce lives. It's impos‐
sible to ignore the offshore origin 
of most of the commodities we 
interact with in the U.S. every 
day, and equally impossible to ig‐
nore the wretched conditions and 
dramatically lower wages that 
most of these southern workers 
deal with. What this means for 
the present structure and future of 
the global economy is less clear, 
and that's where this book comes 
in. 

There's a lot in this book I 
won't talk about that was none‐
theless very interesting — 
Smith's discussion of GDP and 
productivity measurements, his 
history of Marxist thinking on 
imperialism, and his in­depth 
discussion of the production of a 
wide range of specific commodi‐
ties.(1) I'll just focus on his main 
contribution, the value theory of 
imperialism, in which he incor‐
porates and expands on Marx's 
discussion of surplus value and 
Lenin's century­old understand‐
ing of imperialism. 

Surplus in Marx's Capital

Smith's value theory of impe‐
rialism begins with value, which 
is the amount of labor required to 
produce a given commodity. A 
capitalist producing t­shirts 
wants to churn out the largest 
amount of them in a working day, 
at the highest possible intensity 
of work, and with the latest tech‐
nology. Out of the sale of the t­
shirts he buys equipment, raw 
materials, and pays wages. These 
wages are the monetary expres‐
sion of labor power, or what a 
worker is paid to show up at a 
specific time and place and put 
their energies and abilities at the 
disposal of the capitalist. In re‐
turn, the worker can use the wage 
they get to buy a basket of goods 
to keep themselves alive til the 
next day. The amount of labor 
that goes into the production of 
this basket the worker needs can 
be called the value of labor­
power itself, which under capital‐
ism is a commodity just like 

clothing, pickups or rifles. The 
pile of shirts the capitalist gets to 
sell at the end of the day can be 
sold for more money than the 
wages he pays for the labor that 
produced it. To cut a long story 
short, Marx investigates this 
anomaly and discovers that there 
is a part of the day where workers 
produce enough commodities to 
pay for their wages, and a part of 
the day where the labor they ex‐
pend creates commodities that 
just make the capitalist money. 
The labor that happens in this 
second part of the day is surplus 
labor, and the value of the com‐
modities produced at this time is 
surplus value. This magically 
free labor is the beating heart of 
capitalism, and its pursuit and 
distribution are the core of all 
capitalist economic phenomena. 

Marx discussed two main 
ways that capitalists in the 19th 
century would attempt to grab 
more surplus value.(2) The first 
he called 'absolute surplus value,' 
and it consists of extending the 
working day by either making 
workers work harder for the time 
they're at work, or making them 
work for longer at the same or 
similar wages. The second path 
to more surplus is making the 
value of labor power (or the 
amount of labor it takes to create 
enough goods for a worker to 
survive) less. Marx called this 
second form 'relative surplus 
value'.

Smith takes this basic account 
and expands it to an era Marx 
didn't live to see and couldn't 
have predicted — the transfor‐
mation of the labor­capital rela‐
tionship into a relationship 
mostly between northern capital 

and southern labor.(3) 

North­South relations in 
Lenin's Imperialism 

Lenin's book Imperialism: 
The Highest Stage of Capitalism 
describes a world divided into 
oppressor and oppressed nations, 
the competition of monopolies, 
and the trends inherent in capital‐
ist development of this era that 
lead to ever more destructive 
bouts of violence. The need for 
more surplus and more profits 
drives capitalist firms beyond the 
confines of their home market, to 
seize and exploit foreign ones. 
Competition gives way to cen‐
tralization and large monopolies, 
and the increasing integration of 
these monopolistic interests into 
the state makes war over colonies 
and their resources more and 
more likely. At home, the super­
profits obtained in the colonies 
create a labor aristocracy, the size 
and influence of which has been 
debated basically for the entire 
hundred years since Lenin's book 
first appeared. 

Smith identifies a weakness in 
Lenin's work, mainly that he 
doesn't discuss or use value as a 
concept to explain imperialism.
(4) The thing Smith attempts, af‐
ter several chapters of setting up 
the data on the existence and per‐
sistence of wage differentials and 
trade relationships between 
northern firms and southern la‐
bor, is a synthesis and update of 
Marx and Lenin's contributions. 

Synthesis 

Smith's point is that the out‐
sourcing of production has al‐
lowed capitalist firms to conduct 
what he calls 'labor arbitrage,' or 

buying labor power where it is 
cheap and selling the commodi‐
ties produced where they can be 
sold dear. Thanks to innovations 
in shipping and communications 
technology, firms can seek out 
the cheapest labor and the most 
favorable environmental and la‐
bor laws (ideally, they want no 
environmental or labor laws) to 
churn out the most surplus value 
possible. This has driven the 
wage down below the value of la‐
bor power — workers in many 
countries are not paid enough to 
survive and have to make a living 
through wage­labor in capitalist 
factories plus something else, 
like subsistence farming or steal‐
ing. This is an extreme form of 
the relative surplus value extrac‐
tion method that Marx discussed, 
or what has also been called su‐
per­exploitation.

Additionally, the relationship 
between companies like Foxconn 
(which actually makes the 
iPhone) and companies like Ap‐
ple (who first create a design that 
breaks in three years, then con‐
tract the production out and 
stamp a logo on it for 300% 
markup), or 'arms­length out‐
sourcing'(5), hides the exploita‐
tion and transfer of value from 
one country to another behind an 
apparently innocent market 
transaction. The vast majority of 
the profits, taxes and tariffs from 
offshored production end up not 
in the country where the com‐
modity was produced, but in the 
country where the final seller of 
the commodity is headquartered. 
This is how Germany, a country 
that cannot produce coffee, 
makes dramatically more from 

Review: Imperialism in the Twenty­First Century by John Smith

Know Yourself, Know Your 
Enemy, Act Accordingly
by USW36 of United Struggle 

from Within
August 2021

"There is nothing mystical, elu‐
sive or hidden about real working 
class consciousness. It is the po‐
litical awareness that the exploit‐
ing class and its state must be 
fought... that the laboring masses 
of the world have unity in their 
need for socialism..." (J.Sakai, 
Settlers)

It is hard for some to accept 
that only through an actual revo‐
lution against this government 
and its imperialist allies can this 
world even hope for peace. In ad‐
dition, any building, calls for 
unity or worse still, claims of so‐
cialism or revolution that is not in 
the service of this objective is ac‐
tually in the service of capital‐
ism­imperialism, i.e. 
counter­revolution.

Mao said: it is only when 
there is class struggle that there 
can be philosophy. And to discuss 
epistemology apart from practice 
is a waste of time. Additionally it 
is only through social practice 
that we can talk about correct or 
incorrect ideas at all. Recently 
bourgeois media have made a big 
deal of gun violence which is an 
obvious response to BLM and 
Defund movements. Addition‐
ally, we are all aware of the un‐
provoked attacks on Asians and 
now the media and politicians are 
demanding Cuba not crack down 
on protest and a promise to keep 
an eye on Haiti. However there is 
or has been much protest regard‐
ing all these issues yet no real 
consciousness being trans‐
formed. Why?

As J. Sakai states, it is due to 
the failure to identify our class 
enemies. Also as Mao stated, our 
philosophy can only be forged via 
class struggle. However, the rea‐
son I mentioned the above latest 
media spins is to remind us the 
enemy sadly never forgets to en‐
gage in the class struggle. Obvi‐
ously that means we (the people) 
are being routed. Presumably 
most of the hit squad that mur‐
dered Moise in Haiti were trained 
by the U.$. Rumors are that at 
least one was previously on its in‐
formant pay roll. Cuba is heavily 
embargoed. Trump alone put 243 
additional restrictions on it and 
Obama and Biden very much 
kept their imperialist boots on its 
neck. So Cuba, regardless of how 
spontaneous the protest is, is very 
much in the cross hairs of Euro‐
pean settlers and their flunkies 
cross hairs.

When we studied Black na‐
tionalism a common refrain was 
an alleged pronouncement on the 
entrance of an ancient school of 
thought in Egypt, "Man, Know 
thyself." Regardless of if this is 
true it simply meant for us to 
know we had content and value. 
However, it wasn't particularly 
revolutionary, nor even dialecti‐
cal. And for someone who never 
experienced slavery it would 
have been a cliche. However, a 
more dialectical saying would've 
been first to drop the "man", and 
just: "Know yourself and know 
your enemies." This is dialectical 
materialism, this is to understand 
the class struggle and enter the 
fight on the right side. I say that 
because far too many "claim rev‐
olution" but don't participate in 

any revolutionary activities.

Social­imperialism is another 
way capitalism­imperialism dis‐
combobulates our class by get‐
ting us to believe most people 
here in the belly of the beast are 
"lost" and can be won over to 
revolution; that they are support‐
ing the parasitism of empire only 
because they don't know any bet‐
ter. This wastes time and it wastes 
resources. I was listening to Cat 
Brooks, a "freedom fighter" who 
is bent on defunding the police. 
On a 5 way call a brother who did 
15 years was saying his org don't 
work with the pig at all, but 
Brooks said they do, "but only 
limited" i.e. they have a purpose. 
These calls go along with $15/hr 
a minimum wage or like Ray‐
mond Lotta says $10/hr is a gru‐
eling wage. These are conscious 
calls of the labor aristocracy and 
my point here is that it's not just 
Euro­settlers who are labor aris‐
tocracy in ideology, as well as 
practice. This is why commercial 
hip hop currently is not a vehicle 
for change.

However, regardless if these 
people get more people to pander 
to their line or not and regardless 
of if the imperialists share more 
of their wealth or not this only 
serves to help imperialism fuck 
over the people even more. Mao 
said "utopian socialists" are al‐
ways trying to persuade the bour‐
geoisie to be more charitable. 
Mao said emphatically, "this 
won't work" and that it is neces‐
sary to rely on class struggle of 
the proletariat. Clearly this 
means in this day and age anti­
imperialism, self­determination 

struggles, and a clear line denot‐
ing our class enemies and their 
optimistic flunkies who claim 
we're all in this together and peo‐
ple will care about us once they 
get to know us — must be drawn.

Some say it's too hard, but as I 
stated it simply is not. Our "ge‐
nius does not depend on one per‐
son or a few people. It depends on 

a party, the party which is the 
vanguard of the proletariat. Ge‐
nius is dependent on mass line, 
on collective wisdom," as suc‐
cinctly stated by Mao. It is im‐
possible to always be in the 
trenches together as we deserve, 
but it is a form of class struggle 
and perfecting this definitely is a 
blow back against empire. ■

Continued on page 14... 
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by S. Xanastas
August 2021

This is in reply to the article 
"An Ongoing Discussion on Or‐
ganizing Strategy", which ap‐
peared in ULK 73. In it, the 
author labels the following state‐
ment as incorrect and unscien‐
tific:

"From an organizers perspec‐
tive, [struggling for quality­of­
life reforms such as increased 
phone access] are not battles 
which we can effectively push 
anti­imperialism forward, much 
less MLM..."

The author cites a failure to 
apply the materialist dialectic, or 
the 'science' behind scientific so‐
cialism, to the situation at hand. 
When viewed in isolation and out 
of its proper context, the conclu‐
sion that they have reached 
would certainly be a common‐
sense position to take. And as 
they write a little further on:

"How can we then deem that 
prison struggles aren't aligned 
with anti­imperialism?"

Yet if the quote being cri‐
tiqued were analyzed in its total‐
ity, we can begin to see more 
nuance and why such a statement 
was made in the first place. So to 
continue where the partial quote 
left off:

"...without veering into re‐
formist practices of little tactical 
or strategic value. I am aware 
that arguments of principle can 
be mounted to the contrary, but 
absent a practicable, totalizing 
strategy for revolution domesti‐
cally being put forward by an 
MLM organization that is action‐
able in the here­and­now, we 
cannot effectively utilize many of 
these prison struggles as a proper 
springboard to corresponding 
actions in other areas, actions 
which do not translate into long­
term pacification which benefits 
their prison administration in an 
objective, cost­to­us, benefit­to­
them analysis. If we cannot 
muster the resources and external 
manpower to mount a facility or 
state­specific campaign for a tac‐
tical reform to push our agenda 
and continually imprint firmly in 
the minds of all incarcerated that 
we have their best interests in 
mind, it may be advisable to ab‐
stain from participation lest 
credit for the reforms go else‐
where and become politically­
neutered, or, worse yet, the sys‐
tem co­opts the struggle as its 
own and touts its successes (ie. 
The First­Step Act). Otherwise, 
we are gaining no more than spo‐
radic traction amongst those we 
are attempting to revolutionize, 
and then only of a transient na‐
ture." (emphasis added)

As mentioned earlier, there is 
a nuance to the position I have 
taken that is obscured in comrade 
Triumphant's approach to mount‐
ing an argument on principle, and 
that in itself constitutes an incor‐
rect and unscientific approach to 
proper discourse. Quoting some‐
one out of context may buttress a 
particular argument or agenda, 
however arguments begin to lose 
their strength when quotations 
are re­situated in their proper 
place. You ask, 'how can we then 
deem that prison struggles aren't 
aligned with anti­imperialism?', 
but who has or where has such a 
view been advocated in the first 
place for this allegation to be 
made? As you can see, the posi‐
tion put forth in the original com‐
mentary advocated not an 
abandonment of revolutionary 
struggle within prisons but rather 
its placement within a more ex‐
plicitly revolutionary framework. 
Refining our approach does not 
imply an abandonment of all 
struggle just to focus on study.

It is agreed that the materialist 
dialectic can be applied in all 
manner of social phenomena, and 
the Amerikan injustice system 
and the struggle between prison 
staff and the captive population 
are no exception. But the real 
question is, should it be applied 
in this particular instance in the 
manner which the Team One For‐
mation, K.A.G.E. Universal and 
others have done thus far — that 
is, pushing for minor reforms 
largely divorced from a wider 
revolutionary anti­imperialist 
agenda resulting in pacification 
once concessions are made? I 
would argue that advocating for 
these various minor reforms to 
address the prison masses imme‐
diate needs can be classified as 
(presupposing these formations 
desire revolution or claim com‐

munism as their goal) right op‐
portunist deviations.

Right opportunism is an error 
in practice that occurs when an 
organization attempts to embed 
itself in the masses and in doing 
so gives up a clear revolutionary 
program in the interest of fighting 
for immediate demands. This 
leads to economism/workerism 
(or in this case 'prisonerism'), 
which is the purview of re‐
formism: solely focusing on eco‐
nomic demands (economism), or 
the demands of prisoners.

You write that "quality­of­life 
reforms are connected to the 
strategy of cadre development." 
Now can experience be gained in 
how to train cadre and organize 
people while doing this? Sure, 
but similar things can be argued 
about improving one's marks‐
manship and related skills ac‐
quired while employed as a cop 
too. While a rather extreme anal‐
ogy, what I am getting at is that 
productive skills can technically 
be derived from incorrect prac‐
tice. Yet the question for both 
scenarios remains the same: Is 
there a better methodological ap‐
proach to training cadre? 

It is a laudable desire to want 
to avoid being all 'study' and no 
struggle, but if 'struggle' leads a 
group to avoiding, obscuring or 

watering down their politics in 
order to attain their demands, 
then that is not getting us any 
closer to our desired results. As 
MIM(Prisons) notes: 

"We can also say that only fo‐
cusing on the reformist cam‐
paigns, without the larger goals, 
is not going to change anything 
in regards to ending oppression 
and injustice."

It is encouraging to see that in 
consequence of previous orga‐
nizing experience comrade Tri‐
umphant has pledged to focus on 
"reorganizing of the TX Team 
One under a clearer program and 
a better understanding of what 
our strategic and tactical goals 
are." This statement also aligns 
with what this comrade wrote in 
the November 2020 USW orga‐

nizing update in reference to the 
reformist practice of the Prisoner 
Human Rights Movement 
(PHRM):

"unless anti­imperialist, revo‐
lutionary nationalist and/or com‐
munists take hold of this 
movement and see it as a tactical 
operation instead of a be­all end­
all and thereby re­center the 
movement, it may only further 
'Amerikanize' the (only) vastly­
proletarian revolutionary sector 
of society we have (lumpen in 
prison). That could occur if cats 
become pacified with all these to‐
kens and reforms that have been 
struggled for." 

But just because we re­center 
a movement along these lines and 
dress future demands to the state 
in sufficiently 'revolutionary' 
language to avoid the perception 
of reformism does not mean that 
we are actually avoiding these 
same pitfalls. 

Here I will argue that even 
with an explicitly revolutionary 
program guiding us in the strug‐
gle for tactical reforms, we can 
still be susceptible to a sort of un‐
witting crypto­reformism if our 
struggles are not chosen very 
carefully and with the correct tac‐
tical, strategic and narrative ap‐
proach. In the original 
commentary I wrote that

"we should not be trying to 'im‐

prove' Amerikan prisons, much 
like we should not be attempting 
to cut a bigger portion of imperi‐
alist profits from Third World su‐
per­exploitation for the lower 
class, yet still relatively privi‐
leged, citizens of empire."

This statement meshes with 
your desire not to have strictly­
reformist campaigns "further 
'Amerikanize' the (only) vastly­
proletarian revolutionary sector 
of society we have." Of course 
our current approach differs 
strategically from the reformists 
but, noble intentions aside, it is 
still having the same overall ef‐
fect in practice: we are inadver‐
tently pacifying individuals, 
making them complacent sleep‐
walkers again. You may probably 
think: 'Bullshit. We are teaching 

the masses not to fall for any old 
reform, that these are 'tactical 
maneuvers',etc. And you may 
very well be able to indoctrinate a 
core of cadre to hold strong to a 
political line which promotes this 
view. However, if we view mat‐
ters through a historical lens, 
when concessions from the state 
were achieved via a revolutionary 
stage of struggle these victories 
largely blunted the sympathetic 
masses desire to seek further re‐
dress by way of revolutionary 
means. Whether that be (to cite a 
non­Maoist, yet anti­capitalist 
example) during the peak of 
IWW organizing a century ago, 
the transient successes of the 
anti­revisionist New Communist 
Movement era or our current 
campaigns to 'Abolish the SHU' 
and 'Release the Kids in Kages.' 
Our 'successes' end up serving as 
a pressure­release for many and 
creating a 'kinder, gentler ma‐
chine­gun hand' for our oppo‐
nents to use against us, akin to 
replacing the arrogance and polit‐
ical incorrectness of Trump for 
the soothing reassurances of 
Biden. 

From the commentary of the 
same USW organizing update 
from November 2020, you write 
that

"from an anti­imperialist per‐
spective, the PHRM is only a tac‐

tic, a means to an end. That end 
being, sharpening the contradic‐
tion between oppressed and op‐
pressor nations, and advancing 
the oppressed aspect of that con‐
tradiction." 

But how do we really expect 
to sharpen the contradiction be‐
tween oppressed and oppressor 
nations and advance the op‐
pressed aspect of that contradic‐
tion if we are actively 
participating in the lowering or 
resolution of the contradictions 
which heightened tensions in the 
first place? There is a periodic 
ebb and flow of the revolutionary 
tide in this country; why do we by 
way of our current tactical, 
strategic and narrative approach 
inadvertently help turn an up‐
swing into a downturn? Of 
course the inherent contradiction 
in (note: their) Amerikan society 
will never truly go away absent 
revolution, but we are in the 
meantime attempting to apply 
balm to their societal problems 
and in effect delay its arrival.

Circling back to the argu‐
ments put forth in 'An Ongoing 
Discussion on Organizing Strat‐
egy', you bring up a good ques‐
tion when you write that 

"the real crux of the issue, as it 
pertains to linking a totalizing 
revolutionary strategy, lies in 
practical experience gained by 
the masses in asserting their col‐
lective power. For, how will we 
seize state power if the people 
lack the strategic confidence to 
assert their power?" 

As my position does not ad‐
vocate pushing for more quality­
of­life reforms even if there hap‐
pens to be some positive 
by­product in cadre develop‐
ment, my reply to this question is 
that we should re­orient our tac‐
tics, strategy and narrative ap‐
proach to the masses by 
over­emphasizing self­reliance 
and independence­mastery on the 
road to communist revolution. 
Therefore we should largely ab‐
stain from trying to prevent ero‐
sions of their bourgeois legal 
rights such as affirmative action, 
LGBTQ rights, abortion access, 
etc. and, if we are to engage in 
any tactical reforms to begin 
with, instead focus on opposition 
to proposals to place limits on 
magazine capacity, bans on as‐
sault rifles and other perceived or 
actual threats to their 2nd 
Amendment and other measures 
which will aid in our ability to 
maneuver and take them down 
when the time comes. This of 
course does not mean that we 
don't support LGBTQ rights or 
abortion access, but fighting for 
their (re:Amerika's) civil liber‐
ties and other bourgeois rights 
keeps many, including some 
well­meaning comrades, from 
seeing the bigger picture: Let 
their country go to hell. The 
Amerikan government will not 
become any less imperialist by 
advocating for more rights for 
more people within U.S. borders 
and it is debatable that we are 
contributing to anything more 
than a temporary weakening of 
imperialism domestically. If any‐
thing we are contributing to its 
further consolidation under the 
guise of new exploiters with 
more varied genders, orientations 
and skin tones.

Our cadre and the masses will 
gain practical experience and 
strategic confidence in their 
power by continuing to focus on 
construction of independent in‐
stitutions, not making demands 
of an illegitimate government to 

An Ongoing Discussion on Organizing Strategy Pt. 2

Continued on page 14... 
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by a Tennessee prisoner
June 2021

The AQLA is a radical group 
of anarchists who promote the 
school of thought that advocates 
anarchism and social revolution 
as the means to queer liberation 
and abolition of hierarchies such 
as homophobia, lesbophobia, 
transmisogyny, biphobia, pa‐
triarchy, and heteronormativ‐
ity. In the Tennessee prison 
system there were no type of 
groups that were geared at the 
LGBTQ+ community. In this 
system, we are the minority 
and the oppressed of the op‐
pressed. Often times people in 
the LGBTQ+ community are 
harassed not only by the pigs 
but other prisoners as well.

As a self­identified Queer 
person i see all this going on 
and it disgusted and outraged 
me so i felt the need to start a 
group that not only unified the 
community but would also 
serve as a means of educating 
our members and providing 
them with a level of political 
consciousness and get them to 
see who our enemy is. Our 
aim is to destigmatize the 
LGBTQ+ community in re‐
gards to other prisoners and 
lumpen organizations and to 
hopefully build unity with 
these other organizations 
around a common enemy.

The oppression and 
marginalization of queer and 
trans people in prison is all too 
prevalent and for the most part 
we're left to suffer at the hands 
of pigs and inmates alike. But 
it's my aim in forming this or‐
ganization to see that we are 
seen as humyns who are worthy 
of respect in this environment. 
We have a rich hystory of coura‐
geous revolutionary comrades 
who struggled for our freedom 
all throughout the Gay Libera‐
tion Movement. We want to 
build alliances with other prison‐
ers and L.O.s and hope to educate 
them and get them to put aside 
their insecurities or prejudice to‐
wards us and build unity to over‐
throw the common enemy. We 
hope for fellow captives to gain 
security in themselves and there‐
fore have respect for our struggle 
seeing that we are an oppressed 
people. We implore them not to 
use racist or prejudiced attitudes 
toward us. We are NOT a threat 
to them. We have a right to be 
free from violence and oppres‐
sion just like any other group. 
But we are determined to fight 
for our respect and freedom. 

Here's what the 5 principles of 
the UFPP mean to us: 

1. Peace: We strive to cease the 
endless drama and animosity 
that is prevalent within the u$ 
penal colony. We are divided 
enough already by the oppres‐
sive pigs and prisoners so we 

do not need to fight against 
ourselves over petty prison 
politics and macho/alpha­male 
foolishness. We need to stand 
together and defend ourselves 
from oppression. 

2. Unity: We seek to unite with 
those facing the same struggle 
as us for common interest. To 
accomplish this, we must have 
open lines of communication 
and learn to talk civilly. We 
know the pigs will use "Divide 
& Conquer" strategies any 
chance they can and will gain 
control if we’re not unified. 

3. Growth: Education and the 
freedom to grow is crucial 
when building unity. As revo‐
lutionaries, we must always 
strive to get our politics as 
flawless as possible and bring 
the level of political conscious‐
ness to the highest possible 

point. 

4. Internationalism: We must 
seek the collective liberation of 
ALL oppressed people. We all 
are victims of the oppressors 
but we must go from victims to 
victors. We must all unite 
against the common enemy be‐

cause we can’t liberate 
ourselves if we’re partici‐
pating in the oppression of 
others. 

5. Independence: We 
must have organizations 
that are fully independent 
from the u$ government 
and all its branches, even 
down to the police. The 
racist, capitalist, imperial‐
ist system does not serve 
us or have our best inter‐
ests in mind. If able, they 
will co­opt our groups and 
water down anything 
we’re trying to do. By in‐
stituting independent 
power we won’t have to 
compromise our political 
goals. 

As a group we fully 
pledge ourselves to the 
United Front and will 
work to abolish the impe‐
rialist u$ empire. We will 
gladly unite with any 
group who promotes an 
end to capitalism, imperi‐
alism, fascism, patriarchy, 
etc., etc., and I want to 
thank you at MIM for 
helping to bring the peo‐
ple to a place of construc‐
tive revolutionary 
purpose.

MIM(Prisons) responds: 
We welcome the newly 
formed AQLA as an ally 

in the anti­imperialist prison 
movement. Gender is one line of 
division used by the oppressors 
against the imprisoned lumpen, 
and we support their efforts to 
counter that through outreach 
and alliances with other lumpen 
organizations.

Anarchists differ from com‐
munists, in short, by disagreeing 
with point 2 of  MIM(Prisons)'s 
six main points. While we share 
in our end goals, we differ on the 
strategy on getting there. This is 
a difference that would prevent 
comrades from joining 
MIM(Prisons) or the organiza‐
tions it leads, such as United 
Struggle from Within. The func‐
tion of the united front is for or‐
ganizations like ours to join 
forces for a common cause, with‐
out giving up our differences on 
other key points such as this. ■

Anarcha­Queer Liberation Army signs 
on to United Front for Peace in Prisons

Freedom Calls in Cali: 
Hit the Streets Running
by Narobi Äntari of United 

Struggle from Within
May 2021

Out here in California there's 
a buzz going through the state 
that 76,000 prisoners are eligible 
for an early release as of 8 May 
2021. This is some great news 
that there's going to be a mass 
expulsion of prisoners from 
these koncentration kamps. 
There's a high chance that com‐
rades of New Afrika and Aztlán 
who are most dedicated to the 
struggle of the liberation from 
the grip of imperialism will be 
freed into society to reach and 
teach those who inspire to make 
a positive step for growth and 
development for the lumpen in 
Amerikkka through the princi‐
ples of the United Front for 
Peace in Prisons(UFPP).

While it is great to hear that 
so many prisoners are now eligi‐
ble for an early release in the 
state prisons in California, we 
can't forget about our political 
leaders and soldiers who are still 
locked away in the FEDS, and 
those in exile. We can't forget 
about Larry Hoover Sr, Dr. Mu‐
tulu Shakur, Bomani Shakur, 
Assata Shakur, Jamil Abdullah 
Al­Amin FKA H. Rap Brown, 
and many others who sacrificed 
their all for the liberation of the 
lumpen of the United $tates of 
Amerikkka from capitalism and 
imperialism. To be honest, we 
owe it to our political leaders and 
soldiers to fight for their free‐
dom twice as much as them who 
fought for us back in the 60's, 
70's and 80's. 

With the release of 76,000 
prisoners, a lot of comrades will 
be hitting the streets and it's time 
to go into overdrive. We can't af‐
ford to get out there and fall by 
the wayside and end up becom‐
ing reformist or joining the pop 
culture revolutionary popularity 
contest. We don't do this for pop‐
ularity or none of that other self­
glorifying bullshit. We do this 
for the reason that liberation of 
our peoples and folks NEEDS 
TO BE DONE! PERIOD! Teach 
the youth of our communities 
about the truth of their past, 
what's really going on around 
them in the present, and tell them 
about our leaders who are not 
being publicly and world­widely 
advocated for. Let it be known 
that prisoners are still HUMAN 
BEINGS; human beings that are 
majority from our lumpen com‐
munities, and that our lives, our 
political leaders and soldiers 
lives matter. Regardless of what 
the individual was convicted for 
or alleged of doing, inhuman 
treatment shouldn't be the pun‐
ishment. 

In the words of Frederick 
Douglass: "It is easier to build 
strong children than to repair 
broken men." Even though it is 
crucial that we do re­educate as 
many mis­educated imperialist/
capitalist brainwashed adults as 
possible, we'll have a more pro‐
ductive output if we put more fo‐
cus on teaching the youth 
through building University of 
Maoist Thought schools, class‐
rooms or at the least study 
groups.

"When you determine what a 
man shall think you do not have 
to concern yourself with what he 
will do. He with low self­esteem 
is more likely to accept social 
conditions that society expects of 
him. He will seek sympathy and 
handouts as he feels he cannot 

raise from his beggar's status." ­ 
Carter G. Woodson, in The 
Racial Race p. 217

As long as the lumpen masses 
are stuck in this beggar mindset, 
then situations like the murder of 
George Floyd, where multiple 
bystanders who could have 
stopped the murder by pushing 
the pigs off of him instead of 
begging, pleading and calling 
the pigs on their fellow co­work‐
ers for the checking and correc‐
tion of unjustified behavior and 
conduct of so­called officials. 

Our leaders will be in these 
koncentration kamps dying a 
slow, miserable, tormenting 
death and many more in our 
communities will die on the 
streets and in these kamps if we 
don't change as many minds of 
the new generation as we can. 

Right now we're in the mid‐
dle of a war, a lot of individuals 
who are in the class of the petty 
bourgeoisie and bourgeoisie, 
who benefit from capitalism is 
going to deny, but we of the First 
World lumpen (FWL) all know 
better than to fall for the lie. As 
of now we're working on build‐
ing up our strength to overthrow 
the imperialist government and 
put in our own which will be the 
Joint Dictatorship of the Prole‐
tariat of the Oppressed Nations 
(JDPON). To accomplish this, 
those who are going to be in the 
wave of releases from CDCR 
must reach those who are the lo‐
cal leaders of the BLM and 
NAACP, get them in the studies 
of the concepts and ideologies 
that'll lead to Maoism. If they 
refuse to change their reformist 
and revisionist ways, then we 
show the youth the contradic‐
tions of the BLM and NAACP 
and show them the difference of 
us who are not reformist or revi‐
sionist. 

Let it be known that it's more 
of a duty than a natural right to 
defend oneself from any and all 
attacks by whomever, most im‐
portantly and especially the 
pigs! How long are we going to 
stand by and let these so­called 
officials murder us without even 
attempting to defend ourselves? 
If we must die like the artwork 
on the 73 issue cover of ULK 
states, then it's best one dies on 
their feet defending oneself, if 
they can't get away. The re‐
formist, revisionist and history 
has proven that non­violent ap‐
proach doesn't get the job done, 
to obtain freedom, justice and 
equality. A United Front of 
armed resistance is the only 
way. 

Through dialectical material‐
ism, historical materialism and 
deep studying of one's true his‐
tory and of Marxism, Leninism 
and Maoism, we'll get our moral 
correctness. And through learn‐
ing hand­to­hand combat (i.e. 
martial arts, boxing etc.), obtain‐
ing licenses to carry for those 
who can, also make our own rifle 
clubs and be our own security 
force for the protection of our 
neighborhoods, when we rally, 
etc. This will be our way to 
achieve freedom from imperial‐
ism through armed resistance as 
we build our strength to over‐
throw imperialism, once and for 
all. Let's get to work comrades! 
■

PRISONER LIVES 
MATTER!! 
FREE THEM ALL!!

by MIM(Prisons)
August 2021

As we prepare this issue of 
Under Lock & Key (ULK) we 
tallied results of our first annual 
fundraiser. We chose the Fourth 
of You Lie as a time to ask you to 
donate to this independent media 
institution of the oppressed. 
Without prisoners' support and 
contributions this newsletter 
ceases to exist. 

Our fundraiser had some 
successes in that we raised the 
second most donations in a 
month from prisoners in years; 
the highest amount being in 
March 2021. So we are on the 
upswing this year. We got an even 
bigger donation from an 
anonymous outside supporter, 
which are much less common. 

Our goal is to establish regular 
contributions from more people, 
both inside and out. Whether you 
send donations monthly or 
annually, we want to know we 
can count on you. 

Compared to the previous 2 
month period we reported on last 
time, our donations from 
prisoners were less than half in 
amount and also less in the 
number of people donating. The 
number of donators these past 2 
months was about average for 
recent years, and far less than 
years past when we had more 
subscribers. And once again, the 
vast majority of the total amount 
we received from prisoners came 
from established USW leaders. 
So we did not see much of a 
response to the fundraiser from 
our general subscriber list. [July 

donations are coming in, with an 
uptick in the number of people 
contributing.]

Of course, it's never too late to 
donate, and you can still send in 
your 7 stamps to cover your 2021 
subscription to ULK. Or 14 to 
cover someone who is indigent as 
well. As always, ULK is available 
free to U.$. prisoners, and we 
know that many do not have 
access to funds. If that's you, 
recommend ULK to friends 
inside and out to build support.

This issue is coming out a 
little later than planned because 
of a few setbacks. With more 
supporters on the outside 
working on ULK we can make 
this independent institution a 
more resilient one. So please get 
involved if you can. ■

Fourth of You­Lie Fundraiser Update
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by Pili of the Republic of Aztlán
July 2021

The Republic of Aztlán 
(ROA) is happy to announce our 
online study group that we are 
hosting with various leaders of 
different Brown Beret forma‐
tions.

We are studying the intro 
study program focused on The 
Fundamental Political Line of 
the Maoist Internationalist Min‐
istry of Prisons (FPL). This is the 
study group that U.$. prisoners 
have been studying for years. We 

are applying it to Aztlán with few 
modifications.

This is groundbreaking that 
the Chicano Movement outside 
of prisons is studying MIM(Pris‐
ons) fundamental political line. It 
is important to overstand that 
hystorically the Chicano Move‐
ment was mostly cultural nation‐
alist back in the days; this is 
changing.

We of the Republic of Aztlán 
have a slogan that says, "Ideol‐
ogy is key for Aztlán to be free!" 
We firmly believe that what the 
Chicano Movement always 
lacked that prevented it from de‐
veloping to the next stage of 
struggle was a unified political 
line (ideology). Without ideology 
we cannot move as one. To obtain 
national liberation we will have 
to move as one with an ideology 
that guides us in the most scien‐
tific way.

We hope that by connecting 
the Chicano Movement as a 
whole to Maoist ideology it will 
move us closer to independence 
and in step with the global anti­
imperialist movement.

Bringing political instructors 
to the cadre of the Chicano 
Movement will inject our 
movimiento with the political 
guidance that has been lacking 
for the movement as a whole. The 
ROA sees this process of bring‐
ing MIM(Prisons) study groups 
to the Chicano Movement out‐
side of the concentration kkkamp 
as the process of from the pintas 
to the pintas. So for those sisters 
and brothers behind the prison 
walls, know that the political line 
that you all are helping to de‐
velop is being taught out here in 
the internal semi­colonies!

MIM(Prisons) adds: We have 
also been running the MIM(Pris‐
ons) intro study program on the 
outside for comrades who have 
joined Anti­Imperialist Prisoner 
Support over the last 1.5 years. 
Each week we do a combination 
of discussing AIPS comrades' an‐
swers and the answers from our 
comrades in prison. Some of you 
have been receiving responses to 
your answers with our discus‐

sions included as feedback. Since 
switching to a go­at­your­own­
pace program for comrades in 
prison, we think this provides 
prisoners with more interaction 
and feedback.

In related news on our joint ef‐
forts to promote Maoist ideology 
in Aztlán, the 5th anniversary of 
the book Chican@ Power and the 
Struggle for Aztlán was marked 
with a second printing by Aztlán 
Press. 

As we said in our joint state‐
ment printed in ULK 72, 
MIM(Prisons) distributed over 
200 copies of Chican@ Power 
and the Struggle for Aztlán to 
prisoners, while most of the 1000 
copies of our first printing were 
sold to people on the outside. 
This was done through our pub‐
lisher Kersplebedeb online and 
the Republic of Aztlán on the 
streets. With the second printing 
we are all stocked up to keep the 
books flowing into the hands of 
the masses.

The book is available to pris‐
oners from us for the discounted 
price of $10 in the form of stamps 
or cash, or for work trade. We 
also can take bulk orders with 
Monero on the outside for those 
looking for anonymous online 
payments.

Finally, we do have a new edi‐
tion of FPL in the works as well 
as other publications, but our lack 
of comrade time is limiting our 
ability to get these out. With 
more supporters, we can do more 
of this important educational 
work. People outside prison 
should join AIPS today and get 
started on the study program 
while contributing to getting 
more education materials into 
more peoples' hands inside and 
outside prisons. ■

by Triumphant of United Strug‐
gle from Within

July 2021

In the past few years censor‐
ship in TDCJ has reached epic 
proportions. In March 2020, the 
board on criminal justice enacted 
new restrictive policies regarding 
mail correspondence, greeting 
cards, and receiving monies. Af‐
ter a year of wide­spread resis‐
tance to this fascist policy, an 
exposé was written by Kerri 
Blessinger of the Houston 
Chronicle's criminal justice de‐
partment along with an inside 
comrade of the National Freedom 
Movement ­ TX Chapter.

The public outcry that re‐
sulted from this article which 
spoke specifically to the denial of 
greeting cards, moved TDCJ of‐
ficials to annul this restrictive 
policy and now captives are again 
allowed to receive cards.

If the story ended there, things 
would be all well. Unfortunately, 
TDCJ officials have sought to re‐
taliate against the prisoner popu‐
lation by instituting even more 
arbitrarily restrictive regulations.

Set to take effect on 1 August 
2021, the newly amended Board 
Policy(BP) 3.91 will effectively 
ban ANY/ALL publications, 
photos, drawings, and images 
that We could possibly receive. 
This amendment bans any items 
showcasing thongs, lingerie, but‐
tocks, sex toys, or bodily fluids, 
as well as photos that hides 
someone's face.

Nearly all publications and 
photos one gets are subject to this 
rule. Harmless publications such 
as US Weekly, OK, National Ge‐
ographic, Muscle Fitness, etc can/
will be denied due to this rule. 
Accordingly, this denies TDCJ 
captives their visual stimuli, in 
the case of isolated captives in 
RHU/solitary such persyns will 
have NO visual stimuli at all.

The politicized prisoner col‐
lective known as Tx 
T.E.A.M.O.N.E. is calling ALL 
prisoners in teKKK$a$ to join Us 
and the souljas on ALLRED seg 
in Our campaign. We are striving 
to amass 75,000 grievances on 
this issue. Below this article 
please find a sample of a step 1, 
shortly We will distribute a step 2 
and a petition to be sent to TDCJ 
Director of CID and the Chair‐
man of TDCJ. We must showcase 
a show of solidarity as 
teKKK$a$ captives.

ALL TDCJ inmates should 
file a grievance on this issue, it 
affects all genders and sexualities 
as pics with an erection will not 
be allowed. The paper trail be‐
gins now, and We may have to 
file a class action on this issue. 
By all means, COMBAT GENO‐
CIDE!!

UPDATE: Grievance officers 
here are saying this is not a griev‐
able matter. THIS IS NOT 
TRUE. We suggest that if others 
run into this problem they should 
write i60 informing the 
GR.DEPT that the Offender 
Grievance Operations Manual 
(OGOM) says that policy is 
grievable, due to the fact that We 
are grieving the unit's interpreta‐
tion of the new board policy. 
Prisoners should also see Thorn‐
burgh V. Abbot, 490 U.S. 401 
(1989). Be sure to attach the re‐
turned step 1 to i 60. 

Here officers are also saying 
that we can't grieve it because the 
policy isn't effective yet, and we 
can do so on 8/1 when policy 
goes into effect. This policy must 
be resisted on all fronts on all 
units. [By the time you receive 
this it will be in effect.] A sepa‐
rate, more extensive petition has 
also been submitted to the 
Deputy Executive Director and a 
phone zap was scheduled to oc‐
cur on 1 August by outside sup‐
porters. ■

Campaign to Stop Censorship in TX 

Sample Grievance Against Censorship in TX
Offender Name:_________________________________________  TDCJ#____________________

Unit:_________________________________ Housing Assignment:__________________________

Unit where incident occurred:_________________________________________________________

Who did you talk to?_________________________  When_________

What was their response? ____________________________________________________________

What action was taken?______________________________________________________________

sample: BP­3.91, amended on 6/25/21, goes into effect on 8/1/21, and effectively bans ANY/ALL 
publications, photos, drawings and images that we could possibly receive. This edict is in direct 
violation of our First Amendment rights against censorship, and fails to satisfy the four­part Turner test 
as TDCJ officials have failed to justify this policy. (see: TURNER V. SAFELY, 482 U.S.78(1987))

TURNER QUESTION ONE: Is the regulation reasonably related to a legitimate, neutral government 
interest? These magazines are non­nude, and are commonplace with no age requirement to purchase 
them. Thus, TDCJ cannot possibly believe such magazines may cause disorder or violence, or will hurt 
a prisoner's rehabilitation. Prisoners have a right to non­obscene, sexually explicit material that is 
commercially produced, MAURN V. ARPAIO, 188 F.3d 1054 (9th Circ.1999).

TURNER QUESTION TWO: Does the regulation leave open another way for you to exercise your 
constitutional rights? No. As an Ad­Seg inmate, the only visual stimuli we receive are pictures and 
magazines. Yet the very images that are being banned are the EXACT same content any observer can 
see on TV. Newspapers have circulars with bra sales, etc. Effectively banning those as well. BP­3.91 
destroys our ONLY visual link to the outside world. 

TURNER QUESTION THREE: How does the issue impact other prisoners, prison guards, or 
officials and prison resources? BP­3.91 treats ALL inmates, especially Ad­Seg, like sex offenders and 
pedophiles, creates unrest throughout the prison population, and punishes non­sex offenders, while GP 
sex offenders still see images that arouse them on TV. It punishes normal inmates while missing the 
intended targets.

TURNER QUESTION FOUR: Are there obvious easy alternatives to the regulation that would not 
restrict your rights to free expression? Yes. Restrict these BP­3.91 original to the Grievance DEPT. on 
(date) copy to my records BP­3.91 is too vague, encompassing a littany of correspondence (see: Alello 
V. Litacher, 104 F. Supp. 2d1068, 1045­81(W.D.Wis.2000) which struck down similar ban). BP­3.91 
actually says, "Any photo that conceals or hides the face of the individual photographed in a manner 
that prevents identification of that person." What penological interest does this serve? And during a 
pandemic when people are still wearing masks?

Action Requested: That the DRC and TDCJ repeal or annul BP­3.91 in its amended form as it does NOT 
pass the supreme court's TURNER test.

Brown Berets and AIPS Training 
in the FPL Intro Study Program

FIGHT FOR YOUR HEALTH
Everyone should wear a mask.

You should not be forced into close 
proximity of people outside your cell.

Everyone needs access to soap & 
water or hand sanitizer at all times.
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its re­export than any country 
where it is actually grown.(6) 
Marx hints that this phenomenon, 
called 'value capture,' could exist 
theoretically, but Smith demon‐
strates that it is at the core of rela‐
tionships between countries in 
today's economy. There is also a 
lengthy discussion of 'value 
chains' or sequential input­output 
relationships conducted between 
firms that leads to the final com‐
modity. A Zambian copper mine 
sells to a wire factory, which sells 
to a company that makes circuit 
boards, which sells to a car com‐
pany who uses the circuit board 
to run an automatic transmission 
in a hundred thousand dollar 
pickup. The conditions of work 
and the selling price dramatically 
swell along the chain, to the point 
where the worker watching a ro‐
bot bolt the circuit board into 
place makes more in an hour than 
the copper miner made in a 
month. But all labor really is 
equal. It's not like swinging a 
pickaxe is an entirely different 
movement in Zambia or Amer‐
ica. And it's not like the people 
doing the swinging are any dif‐
ferent either. 

An Example: The Political 
Economy of Coffee

Smith provides a lot of con‐
crete examples of how these ex‐
ploitative relations between 
nations lead to permanent condi‐
tions of underdevelopment in 
southern countries, and vast prof‐
its in northern ones. Maybe the 
most stark of these examples is 
his discussion of coffee from the 
early part of the book. Coffee is 
only grown in southern countries, 
and it is almost exclusively pro‐
cessed in northern countries, 
where the markups can exceed 
four hundred percent. Wages paid 
in the coffee­processing sector, 
taxes from this business and tar‐
iffs on imports, all contribute to 
the northern economy in question 
(Germany, perversely for a coun‐
try that can never grow coffee ex‐
cept in a greenhouse, is the 
biggest exporter of processed 
coffee) and rely on southern 

countries furnishing the raw ma‐
terial at a reliably low price, a 
price that ends up being a tiny 
fraction of the cost of the final 
product. In this case it's clear not 
only how unequal the exchange 
is, but also how the entire chain of 
production in the northern coun‐

try relies on the exploitation of 
other workers. Another writer on 
this subject, Zak Cope, estimates 
that the total transfer owing to 
this process of hyper­exploita‐
tion, markup and re­export, 
across all commodities, amounts 
to sixteen percent of GDP in 

provide redress. In the prison context, I repeat: "if we are 
to engage in any prison organizing, then censorship bat‐
tles concerning our political ideology, the UFPP and the 
Re­Lease on Life programs should take center stage... As 
for our comrades who do not have the luxury of a release 
date, or have sentences which essentially translate into 
the same, their best hope for release lies not in reforms 
but with an all­sided MLM revolutionary organization 
planning their release through eventual People's War."

Bypass the reforms which do not help us either 
strengthen our party/cell formations, build independent 
institutions for the people or hasten People's War.

Say 'NO' to negotiations; focus on revolutionary­sep‐
aration and self­determination. 

Wiawimawo of MIM(Prisons) responds: I want to 
thank Triumphant and S. Xanastas for their thoughtful 
articulations on this topic. And I hope that printing 
these in ULK are helpful to others in thinking about 
how to organize effectively under the United Struggle 
from Within banner or on the streets.

In my many years of working on this project I would 
say this two­line struggle is really at the heart of what we 
do. Of course, how we walk the line between ultra­left 
and rightism is always at the heart of those deciding 
strategy for a communist movement. But these comrades 
address this question in our context today in the United 
$tates and in the context of organizing the First World 
lumpen and engaging in prison­based organizing.

In all contexts, going too far left means isolating our‐
selves from the masses and going too far right means 
tailing the masses and following them into dead ends. 
Therefore finding the correct path also requires deter‐
mining who are the masses in our conditions. If we did 
not agree on who the masses are then we could not have 
this discussion in a meaningful way. Since we do agree, 
this is a two line struggle within our movement. With 
that frame I want to quickly address a couple points 
brought up here.

First, I think the strength in Triumphant's argument is 

not in the skill­building of the individual 
cadre leaders as organizers, which ar‐

guably could be found elsewhere, but rather "in practical 
experience gained by the masses in asserting their col‐
lective power." Triumphant also talks about the impor‐
tance of the tactical battles in "increas[ing] the collective 
practical experience of contesting the state as a united 
body."

S. Xanastas' suggested program echoes closely to 
what Narobi Äntari's calls for comrades to do upon re‐
lease (see p. 12). And they echo much of MIM(Prisons) 
focus, especially in more recent years. Yet, I pose the 
question: can building the Re­Lease on Life and Univer‐
sity of Maoist Thought programs mobilize and reach the 
masses in the same way as the campaigns making de‐
mands from the state?

And one final point, is that MIM always said the prin‐
cipal task was not just to build independent institutions 
of the oppressed, but also to build public opinion against 
imperialism. Isn't a campaign exposing the widespread 
use of torture in U.$. prisons an undermining of U.$. im‐
perialism regardless of the maneuvers the various states 
make to cut back on or hide their use of long­term isola‐
tion? Or should we focus solely on the Third World neo­
colonies and expose U.$. meddling in Ethiopia, Cuba 
and Haiti? ■

... Continued from p. 11 ... Ongoing Discussion

... Continued from p. 10 ... Review: Imperialism in the 21st Century

Hepatitis C Class Action Settle‐
ment Against TDCJ

A group of prisoners filed a class action lawsuit ask‐
ing the court to require the Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice(TDCJ) to provide medication to patients with 
chronic Hepatitis C. The medication cures Hepatitis C 
90% of the time. This class action was settled and treat‐
ment is now being mandated to Texas prisoners. Hep C 
patients in TDCJ should have received notice of your 
rights under this settlement. The settlement should also 
be availble in your law library. If you believe that your 
rights under this settlement are being violated, write to:

Hepatitis C Settlement, c/o Edwards Law Group, PO 
Box 50061, Austin, TX 78763. ■

SPLC Lawsuit Against 
Solitary in Florida

On 8 May 2019 the Southern Poverty Law Center(SPLC) 
filed Harvard et. al., v. Inch, to get the Florida Department of 
Corrections(FDC) to "stop using isolation for so many people, 
for so long, based on so many unreasonable justifications."

This class action represents all prisoners locked in a cell for 
an average of 22 hours or more per day. This includes Close 
Mangement, Administrative Confinement, Disciplinary Con‐
finement, and Maximum Management at all Florida prisons. 
This covers about 10,000 people on any given day. You do not 
need to do anything to be part of this class action.

MIM(Prisons) supports the Eigth Amendment claim being 
made in this lawsuit against torture. Long­term solitary con‐
finement, along with many other practices listed by SKS 
Heruglyphx in the adjacent petition, are forms of torture used 
to control oppressed people in the United $tates. We fight for 
a world without oppression and torture. And while we must 
end capitalism to end oppression, the fight to end torture like 
this can be used to win smaller gains in our ability to organize‐
while building towards that larger goal. This fight takes not 
just lawsuits but collective action both inside and outside of 
prison.

If the SPLC is offered a settlement in this case, it is impor‐
tant that they do not throw some under the bus to get others out 
of isolation as happened in California. This torture continues 
to be used to repress reformed pro­people activists and must be 
ended completely!

To receive updates on this case, write:
SPLC,      PO Box 12463,       Miami, FL 33101 ■

superprofits: These are profits derived from workers paid less 
than what is necessary for their subsistence  – workers that are 
superexploited. 

superexploitation: A worker who receives wages less than the 
value of her/his labor power is superexploited. This means the 
worker is paid less than what is necessary for subsistence. 

(MIM Theory 1: A White Proletariat? by MIM , p. 5) 

For more definitions get our Maoist 
Glossary for 2 stamps or work trade. Every 

study group should have one!

northern countries every year. 

What makes these conditions 
permanent is the persistently low 
price of the export for the country 
where the coffee is grown, which 
will not allow it to develop or 
move up the ladder to more capi‐
tal­intensive forms of production 
that might be safer on the global 
market. An additional factor is 
politics, and the careful policing 
of the ability of southern coun‐
tries to raise wages, enforce their 
own labor laws, hold northern 
firms to account when they com‐
mit crimes(7), and raise the price 
of their exports. In the case of 
Rwanda (a major coffee pro‐
ducer) in the early 90s, the politi‐
cal destabilization and genocide 
that occurred in the country was 
partially the result of the collapse 
of an international coffee­export‐
ing agreement that attempted to 
set a (low) floor on the price of 
the commodity and provide some 
stability and guaranteed income 
for countries who rely on its ex‐
port. Northern countries oppose 
any agreement that would make 
their inputs cost more, or make 
their value­chains dependent on 
cheap labor any more expensive. 
They can be more or less effec‐
tive at ensuring this, in coopera‐
tion with the comprador 
bourgeoisie. A particularly 
galling example of this, from the 
textile sector, unfolded in Haiti in 
2009 over the raising of the mini‐
mum wage of 31 cents an hour, 
which president Rene Preval 
eventually backed away from, af‐
ter opposition from the U.S. Em‐
bassy and local factory owners.
(8) 

Whose fight, and who's 
fighting?

What Smith doesn't do is dis‐
cuss the immediate political con‐
sequences of all this for us. On 
the last page of the book he says 
"together with their sisters and 
brothers in the imperialist coun‐

tries, [southern] workers have the 
capacity, the mission and the des‐
tiny to dig a grave in which to 
bury capitalism."(9) It's a little 
too convenient, and maybe in the 
future he can discuss the history 
of this elusive internationalism. 
Whether workers in northern 
countries fight actively or con‐
sciously for this super­exploita‐
tion to continue, whether and to 
what exact extent different 
groups of workers in northern 
countries benefit from this ar‐
rangement of production, 
whether workers of the world can 
unite and what they could ac‐
complish if they could, are all 
questions Smith doesn't answer. 
MIM would argue that workers in 
northern countries clearly benefit 
from imperialism, and seek those 
benefits in an alliance (an al‐
liance that might have some 
rough spots now and then) with 
the bourgeoisie of their own 
countries, and are thus not a mass 
base for a revolutionary move‐
ment but instead a labor aristoc‐
racy. Changes to all of these 
relationships — between north‐
ern and southern countries, and 
between workers and their 
bosses, north and south — will 
drive changes in the political 
economy John Smith's book goes 
a long way towards helping us 
understand. ■
Notes:
1. pp. 13­34
2. p. 237
3. p. 12
4. pp. 225­230
5. p. 68
6. p. 31
7. It always helps when the law in northern 
countries maintains a fictitious barrier between 
a northern firm relying on exploitation and 
those they exploit. A recent extreme example is 
the Supreme Court's ruling that the slave labor 
of children used in harvesting product for Nestle 
under conditions the company controlled wasn't 
technically the company's fault. See: https://
www.cnbc.com/2021/06/17/supreme­court­
rules­in­favor­of­nestle­in­child­slavery­
case.html
8. Dan Coughlin and Kim Ives, 1 June 2011, 
WikiLeaks Haiti: Let Them Live on $3 a Day, 
The Nation

9. p. 315
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by SKS Heruglyphx of United Struggle from Within
August 2021

1. Abolish FSP (Florida State Prison) use of force (pepper spray and cell­extraction beatings) on prisoners 
who are only voicing their grievances, while in secured cells, not being violent or destructive, just voicing 
grievances. 

2. End FSP so­called "no talking" rule. Prisoners are being deprived meals and/or pepper sprayed, and/or 
even beaten during cell extractions, solely for speaking to each other, our stay on CM (Close Management) 
being prolonged — yes, just for talking to each other. 

3. Abolish mental health staff being in cahoots with and approving of overseer abuse and brutality of in‐
nocent prisoners already suffering from CTSD (Current Traumatic Stress Disorder), being misdiagnosed 
as 'disruptive.'

4. End overseers withholding of prisoners meals as a disciplinary sanction. 

5. Abolish preparing meals with subliminal intent of feeding pigs at neighboring swill farms rather than 
feeding human prisoners. 

6. End FSP serving prisoners meals on mold, greasy and wet trays. Health risk. 

7. Abolish FSP serving meals cold, which are supposed to be served hot. Another health risk. 

8. End FSP serving of half cooked meals to prisoners. Yet another health risk. 

9. Abolish FSP serving of highly carcinogenic, GMO, processed, fake meat. 

10. End FSP's blatant and rampant arbitrary deviation from FDOC master menu, and serving meals in ex‐
iguous portions, denying prisoners legally required nutritional value and calorie count. 

11. Abolish FSP vertical use of black box on handcuffs and waist chains. Black box and handcuffs are de‐
signed to be used horizontally, not vertically. Even while having to carry personal property, placing pris‐
oners at great risk of breaking wrists and/or other life­threatening injuries during falls. 

12. End FSP use of exhaust fans and heaters as control and/or torture devices as collective punishment of 
prisoners. 

13. Abolish FSP's blatant and rampant withholding and delaying of prisoners incoming and outgoing mail 
as a censorship tactic. 

14. End FSP's blatant and rampant arbitrary and retaliatory impounding and rejection of prisoners' incom‐
ing publications, based solely on prisoners political beliefs, expression, affiliation and advocacy/activism. 

15. Abolish FSP repression, re­education campaign and war on prisoner's aspiration of genuine essential 
self­rehabilitation via political studies, application and practices of genuine essential self­criticism and 
rectification. 

16. End conducting of prisoners medical sick­call at cell doors, depriving prisoners of confidentiality and 
privacy.

17. Abolish FSP pepper­spraying and/or beating of mentally ill prisoners. 

18. End CM (Close Management) solitary confinement of mentally ill prisoners. 

19. Abolish the blatant and rampant ignoring the audio/video of prisoners PREA (Prison Rape Elimination 
Act) calls on overseers sexual harassment, or declaring mental health (psych) emergencies. 

20. End FSP overseers taking of prisoners personal property and giving it to or leaving it accessible to 
friendly or favored prisoners. 

21. Abolish FSP discriminatory denying CM I & II prisoners their JPAY purchased tablets and service, 
while allowing CM III prisoners their JPAY tablets and services, denial of JPAY tablet is based solely on 
punishment for being on CM I & II status. 

22. End overseer training, indoctrination, instilling mindset that CM is disciplinary confinement rather 
than administrative or segregated housing. FSP staff and overseers literally believe that CM is for torture 
of prisoners rather than correction and rehabilitation of prisoners. 

23. Abolish FSP's blatant and rampant throwing away/trashing of prisoners submitted informal and formal 
grievances. 

24. End FSP fabrication of disciplinary reports, falsifying documents, solely to prolong prisoners' stay on 
CM. 

25. Abolish FSP's racist/KKK/good­ole­boy code of silence. Prisoners are being beaten in the medical 
building, off camera, in blind spots — being in blues is the new black. 

If you are reading this, please understand that the above listed are only a few of the many injustices oc‐
curring here at FSP (Florida State Prison). Please understand that our backs are against the wall, we are 
voiceless, disenfranchised, isolated, alienated and scared of retaliation. Please understand that we are very 
well aware of the fact that we are in prison, and many believe that we deserve to be tortured. But what we 
and many others do not realize is the fact that though we are in prison, technically, we are not the real crim‐
inals. The actions that land us in prison are only reactions and responses to the mis­education and poverty 
created and perpetuated by the real criminals, the plutocrat politicians. Most of us are in prison only and 
mostly because we are not corporation owners who are too big for jail, instead we are the too poor and mis­
educated to defend ourselves against the state and the prosecutors who know full well who the real crimi‐
nals are, their bosses and friends, state and capital. 

Please help us by spreading the word and emailing the above demands to all your friends and family, ask 
them to email it to friends and family, and post it on social media. The idea is to raise mass awareness, and 
to also let the real criminals, the plutocrats, know that we, the people, know that they are the real criminals, 
doing all in their power to perpetuate crime, because crime creates and perpetuates state jobs, nationwide. 

Please email 'End and Abolish' to 

• Governor Desantis: flgov.com/contact­governor

•  FDOC Secretary: prod.fdc­wpws001.fdc.myflorida.com

•  the Region 2 Director: r2diroff@fdc.myflorida.com

•  and the Inspector General using the Complaint Form at fdc.myflorida.com. 

"Real change begins with real awareness."

18 July 2021, approximate 6:22AM, a prisoner in #1217 cell just got pulled out of his cell and jumped 
by overseers. Prisoner was already in restraints, two cells away from his cell. He was slammed to the ground, 
one overseer had his knee planted in the back of the prisoners neck while the prisoner was face down and 
handcuffed with his hands behind his back, while the other overseer punched him. I'm in the wing next door 
(J­Wing). Prisoners on windows reported it as it happened. ■

End and Abolish
Torture in Florida State Prison

Comrades in Clemens Unit Petition for 
Additional Telephones
June 2021

Dozens of prisoners in C 3/4 row of Texas' Clemens Unit signed a 
petition, which read in part:

"We are subdued to an unfair treatment to the acces of the Offender 
Telephone Services (OTS) by being limited to 2 telephones in our day‐
room while other areas of the Clemens Unit have access to more. We are 
only requesting a fair treatment to the OTS as all residents of Clemens 
Unit should have. We are coming together as one to bring this issue to 
the attention of the Clemens Unit Administration." ■

To learn about MIM and Maoism, request the 50­page 
magazine The Fundamental Political Line of 
MIM(Prisons) ($5) and enroll in our intro study course 
based on this reading.

Other literature we recommend for starting out:
• MIM(Prisons) Maoist Glossary ­ $1
• On Contradiction by Mao Zedong (comes with study 
questions) ­ $2
• Introduction to the Labor Aristocracy ­ $3 
• Proletarian Feminist Revolutionary Nationalism ­ $8 
• China's Cultural Revolution: Before and After ­ $2 
• Defend the Legacy of the Black Panther Party­ $6 
• Chican@ Power and the Struggle for Aztlan ­ $10

The following issues of MIM Theory are also avail‐
able from us for $5 or work trade:
• MT 2/3: Gender and Revolutionary Feminism 
• MT 4: The Failure and Success of Communist De‐
velopment 
• MT 5: Diet for a Small Red Planet: Line, Strategy 
and Tactics 
• MT 6: The Stalin Issue 
• MT 8: The Anarchist Ideal and Communist Revolu‐
tion 
• MT 9: Imperialism and Psychology 
• MT 10: Labor Aristocracy 
• MT 11: Amerikkkan Prisons on Trial
• MT 12: Environment, Society, Revolution
• MT 13: Culture in Revolution
• MT 14: United Front

More MIM(Prisons) must­read books:
• The Capitalist Roaders are Still on the Capitalist 
Road by China Study Group ­ $7
• The Political Economy of Counterrevolution in 
China: 1976­88 by Henry Park (MIM) ­ $12
• The Chinese Road to Socialism by Wheelwright, 
E.L. and McFarlane, Bruce ­ $7
• Fundamentals of Political Economy by Shanghai 
Press (comes with study questions) ­ $15
• Imperialism and Its Class Structure in 1997 by MIM 
­ $10
• Settlers: The Mythology of the White Proletariat by 
J. Sakai ­ $12
• A Critique of Soviet Economics by Mao (comes with 
study questions) ­ $10

see p.2 for more information on our Free Political 
Books to Prisoners Program
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STOP NEW TX MAIL RULES 
BP­3.91

Comrades in Allred are calling on 
those across TDCJ to join this 
campaign by filing a grievance. 
Outside supporters should 
CALL: (512) 475­3250
call script:
    "Hello,
    It has been brought to my 
attention that on August 1st 2021 
amendments to Board Policy 
3.91 are to take effect.
    I’m calling to inform you that 
this censorship policy is a direct 
violation of the First Amendment 
rights of Texas’ prisoners.
    I assert that this new policy 
amendment should be re‐
pealed."

(see p. 13) 
(see our website for updates)

END AND ABOLISH 
TORTURE IN FLORIDA SP
(see p. 15 for background and 

contact info) 

SPREAD 
UNDER LOCK & KEY

USW comrades can now join our 
distributors list. Just tell us how 
many copies you can distribute 
and we'll send you a stack of 
each new issue of ULK. 
Every subscriber should pass 
this issue of ULK on to someone 
else. Even better if you can get 
them to actually read it! Share 
what you got from the newsletter, 
and how it has impacted your 
time in prison. We're happy to 
send you a replacement copy for 
the one you passed along.

WE DEMAND OUR 
GRIEVANCES ARE 

ADDRESSED

If you are experi‐
encing problems  
with your griev‐
ance process, 
such as delays, 
unanswered  
grievances, or ha‐
rassment, you 
should join this 
campaign. Peti‐
tions are available 
for AK, AZ, AR, 
CA, CO, FL, GA, 
IL, KS, LA, MS, 
MT, NV, NY, NC, 
OK, OR, SC, and 
TX. If the state­
level petition 
doesn't bring re‐
lief, we now have 
a new follow­up 
petition written to 
hold states ac‐
countable to fed‐
eral requirements.
Write in to get the 
petition for your 
state. If your 
prison's policies al‐
low, give stamps 
or envelopes to 
your comrades in‐
side to mail out the 
petition. Remem‐
ber, you need to 
send them out to 
the administrators 
and politicians 
yourself. 
MIM(Prisons) 
does not have the 
resources to mail out the 

petitions for you.
If your state is not cur‐

rently covered by 
the grievance 
campaign, volun‐
teer to rewrite the 
petition to work 
for your state. 
Update this cam‐
paign ­ If you par‐
ticipated in this 
campaign in the 
past, send us a 
report on what 
happened. Tell us 
how you used  it 
to help organize 
others and build 
group conscious‐
ness or how it 
didn't work.

BUILD A 
UNITED FRONT 
FOR PEACE IN 

PRISONS
Organize locally 
for the Septem‐
ber 9th Day of 
Peace and Soli‐
darity, to promote 
the United Front 
for Peace in Pris‐
ons and an end 
to conflict 
amongst prison‐
ers.
See pages 2 and 
8 for more info on 
what the UFPP is 
about. Write in to 
let us know about 
how you are im‐
plementing the 

UFPP and ask for a copy 

of our 9/9 study pack. 
Send in your reports on what you 
did this 9/9 for ULK 75.

U.$. OUT OF AFRICA! 
SHUT DOWN AFRICOM!

In 2019, USW joined the Black 
Alliance for Peace petition drive 
to shut down AFRICOM, con‐
tributing 423 of the over 3500 
signatures submitted to the Black 
Congressional Caucus.
We did not expect that petition to 
shut down AFRICOM. We must 
continue the campaign by expos‐
ing AFRICOM in articles, artwork, 
poetry, workshops, presentations 
and study groups. 
Comrades should use the mate‐
rials in this issue to educate oth‐
ers about the realities of U.$. 
interference in the Horn of Africa. 
Report on the results of your out‐
reach in your monthly work re‐
port to the USW Council.

END THE EMBARGO 
ON CUBA

We don't have an official cam‐
paign to support Cuba against U.
$. imperialism, but we encourage 
comrades to educate around the 
embargo as well and submit re‐
ports on your organizing efforts.

JOIN USW
What is USW? ­ see page 2
To join, begin sending in your 
monthly work reports today ­ see 
page 4 for more info.
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