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Shut Down AFRICOM!
No Sanctions on Ethiopial

by Wiawimawo of MIM(Prisons)
July 2021

Anti-imperialists ~ watching
the Horn of Africa have sounded
the alarm that Amerikans are
scheming in Ethiopia. In May,
USAID Bureau for Humanitarian
Assistance head Sarah Charles
spoke to the U.$. Congress about
how the Ethiopian government
and other armed forces were re-
stricting the access of Amerikan
staff and equipment in the coun-
try.(1) Ten days before the 21
June 2021 elections in Ethiopia,
the U.$. State Department issued
a statement expressing "grave"
concern about the conditions of
the elections and said they were
ready to "help Ethiopia address
these challenges" in order to cast
doubt on election results.(2)

Many concerned about the
talk coming from the U.$. gov-
ernment refer to Afghanistan,
Libya, Iraq and Syria as warnings
of what could happen in Ethiopia.
Amerikan troops left the infa-
mous sprawling Bagram Airfield
in Afghanistan on 2 July 2021,
allowing looters to enter the
grounds the following day.(3) In
2001, the U.$. overthrew the Tal-
iban-ruled government  of
Afghanistan. Twenty years later,
the Taliban are poised to regain
control of the country following
the longest war in U.$. history.
All peace-loving people have an
interest in preventing another one
of these long, drawn out wars that
have become the norm for U.$.
imperialism as it struggles to
dominate the rest of the world.

U.$. imperialists have already
begun waging warfare in the form
of economic sanctions against
both Ethiopia and Eritrea. Mean-
while, they continue to push for
access by USAID and its affili-
ated NGOs to meddle in African
affairs. The Tigrayan People's
Liberation Front(TPLF)
launched attacks on the Ethiopian
armed forces back in November
2020, which began the war that
seems to have reached a stopping
point this July and has been used
by the Amerikans as a reason to
get involved. The TPLF led the
Ethiopian government until last
year when the TPLF president re-
signed due to popular pressure. In
addition to domestic abuses, they
led Ethiopia in a war for territory
against Eritrea during that time.
Eritrea has made peace with the
new Ethiopian government led
by Abiy Ahmed and sided with
Ethiopia in the recent war against
the TPLF.

Ethiopia's Importance

Ethiopia is the 12th most pop-
ulated country in the world, and
the second most populated in
Africa. In the 1970s, the Derg
government led a quick, forced
nationalization of the Ethiopian
economy. Current President Abiy
Ahmed has overseen the privati-
zation and liberalizations of the
economy, which began after
1991, when Ethiopia shifted from
the Soviet Union to a U.$. client
state. These moves by Abiy will
increase foreign investment and
involvement in Ethiopian indus-
try. A 2018 plan by the Abiy-led

government targeted 25% growth
rates in manufacturing until 2025.
(4) While falling short so far, this
indicates their intentions to be-
come Africa's leading manufac-
turing hub. In other words, a
potential source of a newly prole-
tarianized population for imperi-
alist corporations to extract
surplus value from.

During the recent conflict,
Abiy froze the assets of many
TPLF associated companies with
U.$. and other foreign invest-
ments, which may have con-
cerned the Amerikans as well.

As part of their new plan to
provide power for this growth in
industry, Ethiopia has been oper-
ationalizing the new Grand
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam
(GERD). On 6 July 2021,
Ethiopia began the second stage
of filling the dam. The Egyptian
and Sudanese governments have
been calling for U.N. interven-
tion for fear of the impact on their
water supplies. This will be the
biggest hydroelectric project in
Africa.(5) Egypt (run by U.$.-
backed dictator Abdel Fattah el-
Sisi) has indicated it would sup-
port intervention in Ethiopia to
stop this project by saying all op-
tions are on the table. Egypt is
one of the most important U.$.
client states, historically falling
in the top 3 receivers of military
aid from the imperialists. The
Trump administration had sup-
ported Egypt's interests regard-
ing the dam, and we expect U.$.
support to continue.

Continued on page 3...

'Stop Formosa!' is a Struggle for Land

by Triumphant of United Strug-
gle from Within
July 2021

News from the National Terri-
tory: Republic of New Afrika

On a 85 mile stretch of Earth
in Louisiana, from the Missis-
sippi near Baton Rouge, to New
Orleans, New Afrikans who were
recently liberated from the chains
of Amerikkkan color-caste colo-
nialism (slavery), managed to
buy land and found numerous
'‘Black Towns' as they were
called. These 'Black Towns'
thrived for five generations, in
what was once plantation coun-
try, but is now the heart of Our
Republic of New Afrika. How-
ever, since the 1990s, domestic
neo-colonialism has ravaged the
health of New Afrikans in towns
such as 'Freetown' and "Welcome'
Louisiana. So much so, that this
stretch of land is commonly
called 'Cancer Alley.’

Multi-national petrochemical
corporations have targeted this
land in order to capitalize on var-
ious objective realities. Plentiful
water, cheap land, access to natu-
ral gas, huge tax breaks and lax
regulation attract these interna-
tional conglomerates (Koch In-
dustries, Royal Dutch Shell,
Exxon Mobil Corp, and others).
These imperialist companies
have built over 200 petrochemi-

cal factories and refineries on
Cancer Alley. Since 2015, seven
huge complexes have been built,
and five more are in the process
of being built.

New Afrikan wimmin are
now leading a fight to stop the
fossil fuels pipelines and
plants from multiplying
and further polluting
the land and air
within Our national
territory.

A proposed
Formosa chemi-
cal complex is the
center of this
struggle, and as is
all too often the
reality, the people
within the provi-
sional republic of
New Afrika aren't
receiving aid, and
support in their/
Our struggle from
the Provisional Government(PG)
or other collectives of conscious
citizens. The people need Our
leadership to frame this struggle
for what it is: a manifestation of
the worldwide fight against im-
perialist greed as it pertains to en-
vironmental national oppression.

Formosa Plastics Corp. an-
nounced in 2018 that they would
be building a 14 plant complex in
St. James Parish, which is just

north of New Orleans. These fac-
tories will not only spew various
cancer-causing agents into the air
and water, but will also produce
the throw away plastics that We
as a global community are des-
perately striving to eliminate.
Every year the Formosa project
will pump 800 tons of toxic
chemicals, 6,500 tons of air pol-
lutants and 13.6 million tons of
greenhouse gases into the air

Continued on page 4...
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End Th'e U.$. Embargo!

COVID-19 Reveals Contradictions in Cuba

by Mowgli of Republic of Aztlan
July 2021

At this moment Cuba is enter-
ing into a new phase in their
struggle which unveils a reality
unfavorable to socialist construc-
tion. Yet we should keep in mind
that Cuba's fate remains un-
sealed. History shows that the
Cuban people are up to the task of
fighting for socialism as they
continue to inspire others around
the world. They have enormous
amounts of creative and practical
experience. Here we examine
some of the positions in the pop-
ular debate around Cuba, as well
as the true source of its successes
and failures.

Privatization and Pandemic

The current protests in Cuba
are the result of growing privati-
zation of sectors in multiple in-
dustries. This has been a gradual
trend, but in February of 2021 it
took on new heights. Tourism in
particular, as a private industry, is
Cuba's largest revenue generator
making over $3.3 billion for its
people in 2018. With the ease of
relations under President Obama
(See ULK 43: The Objective of
U.S. Imperialism in Seeking
Cuban Detente: Economic Expe-
diency) there was unfortunately
even more of a rise in privatiza-
tion and large growth in tourism.
Labour Minister Marta Elena
Feito said the list of authorized
activities in the private sector had
most recently expanded from 127
to more than 2,000. Some of
these  include  barbershops,
restaurants, taxi services, domi-
cile and hotel rentals, small shops
and cafes. Most of these private
sector jobs, which are primarily
in major cities such as Havana,
are oriented towards the tourist
industry.

The last report showed that
600,000 people, around 13% of
the workforce, joined the private
sector when the opportunity
arose. COVID-19 brought prob-

lems as the borders were closed
to non-residents in order to pre-
vent the pandemic's spread.
About 16,000 private workers
asked for their licenses to be sus-
pended, according to the Labor
Ministry, which temporarily ex-
empted them from taxes. Shortly
after, the amount increased to
119,000, which was roughly 19
percent of the private workforce.
This measure allowed for a small
section of the private work force
to be protected during the pan-
demic, however other sections,
mostly in tourism, were cata-
strophically hit.

U.$. Economic Warfare

The labor ministry stated that
the decline began before
COVID-19 as a result of Trump's
new additions to the embargo on
Cuba. In December of 2020,
Cuban tourism had fallen by
16.5% due to U.S. sanctions that
imposed restrictions on travel to
Cuba, money transfers, and trade
between Cuba and other nations.
The U.S. Office of Foreign As-
sets Control in 2020 stated the
following in regards to the more
recent additions, "OFAC is re-
moving the authorization for
banking institutions subject to
U.S. jurisdiction to process cer-
tain funds transfers originating
and terminating outside the
United States, commonly known
as "U-turn" transactions. Bank-
ing institutions subject to U.S.
jurisdiction will be authorized to
reject such transactions, but may
no longer process them." The
rules also block money sent to
Cuban government affiliates, and
decreased the limit but still allow
for remittances to most families
in Cuba.

On 19 October 1960, the U.S.
embargo was implemented as
policy to undermine the revolu-
tionary government as a response
to its nationalization of industries
and relations with countries led

Continued on page 4...
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What is Under Lock & Key?

Under Lock & Key (ULK) is the voice of
the anti-imperialist movement within
prisons in the United $tates. It serves
as a forum to develop and promote ag-
itational campaigns led by MIM(Pris-
ons) and United Struggle from Within
(USW). It is a free newsletter for pris-
oners in the United $tates, edited and
published by MIM(Prisons). It is mostly
written and illustrated by USW and
United Front for Peace in Prisons com-
rades behind bars.

Fighting the injustice system is just one
part of the anti-imperialist struggle, and
it is important that comrades do not
lose sight of the connections to the
larger battle. We welcome support and
collaboration from those who are fo-
cused only on prison issues, but we
also challenge them to see the impor-
tance of carrying out their work as part
of a larger anti-imperialist strategy.

Our current battles in the United States
are legally permitted. We encourage
prisoners to join these battles while ex-
plicitly discouraging them from engag-
ing in any violence or illegal acts.
MIM(Prisons) and its publications ex-
plicitly oppose the use of armed strug-
gle at this time in the imperialist
countries (including the United States).

What is United Struggle
from Within?

United Struggle from Within (USW) is a
MIM(Prisons)-led mass organization for
former and current U.S$. prisoners.
USW is explicitly anti-imperialist in
leading campaigns on behalf of U.$.
prisoners in alliance with national liber-
ation struggles in the United $tates and
around the world. USW won't cham-
pion struggles which are not in the in-
terests of the international proletariat. It
will also not choose one nation's strug-
gles over other oppressed nations'
struggles. USW should work indepen-
dently, but under the guidance of
MIM(Prisons), to build public opinion
and independent institutions of the op-
pressed in order to obtain state power
independent of imperialism. Members
don't have to agree with MIM(Prisons)'s
six cardinal points, but they can't con-
sciously disagree with any of them.
See page 12 for campaign info.

What is Anti-Imperialist
Prisoner Support?

Launched in 2020, Anti-Imperialist Pris-
oner Support (AIPS) is a MIM(Prisons)-
led mass organization for those on the
outside who want to support anti-impe-
rialist prisoner organizing. Specifically,
AIPS members and chapters will pro-
vide support for existing MIM(Prisons)/
USW projects and help develop and
support local campaigns to meet the
needs of organizers inside.

What is MIM(Prisons)?

The Maoist Internationalist Ministry of
Prisons, or MIM(Prisons), is a cell of
revolutionaries serving the oppressed
masses inside U.$. prisons. We uphold
the revolutionary communist ideology
of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism and work
from the vantage point of the Third
World proletariat.

Imperialism is the number one enemy
of the majority of the world's people;
we cannot achieve our goal of ending
all oppression without overthrowing im-
perialism. History has shown that the
imperialists will wage war before they
will allow an end to oppression.

As revolutionary internationalists, we
support the self-determination of all na-
tions and peoples. We support nations
which choose to delink from the imperi-
alist economy, including the right of the
internal semi-colonies to secede from
the United $tates. Today, the U.3.
prison system is a major part of the im-
perialist state used to prevent the self-
determination of oppressed nations. It
is for this reason that we see prisoners
in this country as being at the forefront
of any anti-imperialist and revolutionary
movement.

While our organization focuses on
prisoner support, we believe that there
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is a dire need for Maoists to do orga-
nizing and educational work in many
areas in the United $tates. We hope
people are inspired by our example
around prisons and apply it to their own
work to create more Maoist cells and
broaden the Maoist movement behind
enemy lines.

MIM(Prisons) expresses general unity
with all other groups and outbreaks
against imperialism; mass movements
against oppression have as many
forms as forms of power. In this spirit,
we insist on telling the uncompromised
truth and discussing and criticizing the
strategy and tactics of any given ac-
tion. MIM(Prisons) encourages every-
one, communist or not, to be involved
in the struggle against imperialism.
MIM(Prisons) distinguishes itself from
other groups on the six points below.
We consider other organizations ac-
tively upholding these points to be fra-
ternal.

1. Communism is our goal. Commu-
nism is a society where no group has
power over any other group.

2. Dictatorship of the proletariat is
necessary. In a dictatorship of the pro-
letariat the formerly exploited majority
dictates to the minority (who promoted
exploitation) how society is to be run.
In the case of imperialist nations, a
Joint Dictatorship of the Proletariat of
the Oppressed Nations (JDPON) must
play this role where there is no internal
proletariat or significant mass base that
favors communism.

3. We promote a united front with all
who oppose imperialism. The road to
the JDPON over the imperialist nations
involves uniting all who can be united
against imperialism. We cannot fight
imperialism and fight others who are
engaged in life-and-death conflicts with
imperialism at the same time. Even im-
perialist nation classes can be allies in
the united front under certain condi-
tions.

4, A parasitic class dominates the
first World countries. As Marx, En-
gels and Lenin formulated and MIM
Thought has expanded through materi-
alist analysis, imperialism extracts su-
per-profits from the Third World and in
part uses this wealth to buy off whole
populations of so-called workers.
These so-called workers bought off by
imperialism form a new sector of the
petty-bourgeoisie called the labor aris-
tocracy; they are not a vehicle for Mao-
ism. Those who work in the economic
interests of the First World labor aris-
tocracy form the mass base for imperi-
alism's tightening death-grip on the
Third World.

5. New bourgeoisies will form under
socialism. Mao led the charge to ex-
pose the bourgeoisie that developed
within the communist party in the So-
viet Union and the campaign to bom-
bard the headquarters in his own
country of China. Those experiences
demonstrated the necessity of continu-
ous revolution under the dictatorship of
the proletariat. The class struggle does
not end until the state has been abol-
ished and communism is reached.

6. The Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution in China was the furthest
advancement toward communism in
history. We uphold the Soviet Union
until the death of Stalin in 1953, fol-
lowed by the People's Republic of
China through 1976, as the best exam-
ples of modern socialism in practice.
The arrest of the "Gang of Four" in
China and the rise of Krushchev in the
Soviet Union marked the restoration of
capitalism in those countries. Other ex-
periments in developing socialism in
the 20th century failed to surpass the
Soviet model (i.e. Albania), or worse,
stayed within the capitalist mode of
production, generally due to a failure to
break with the Theory of Productive
Forces.

On Prisons & Prisoners

MIM(Prisons) seeks to build public
opinion against Amerika's criminal in-
justice system with proletarian justice.
The bourgeois injustice system impris-
ons and executes a disproportionately
large and growing number of op-
pressed people while letting the biggest
mass murderers — the imperialists —
roam free. Imperialism is not opposed
to murder or theft. It only insists that
these crimes be committed in the inter-

est of the bourgeoisie.

ALL U.$. citizens are criminals — ac-
complices and accessories to the
crimes of U.$. oppression globally until
the day U.$. imperialism is overcome.
All U.$. citizens should start from the
point of view that they are reforming
criminals.

MIM(Prisons) does not advocate that
all prisoners go free today; we have a
more effective program for fighting
crime as was demonstrated in China
prior to the restoration of capitalism
there in 1976. We say that all prisoners
are political prisoners because under
the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, all
imprisonment is substantively political.
It is our responsibility to exert revolu-
tionary leadership and conduct political
agitation and organization among pris-
oners — whose material conditions
make them an overwhelmingly revolu-
tionary group. Some prisoners should
and will work on self-criticism under a
future dictatorship of the proletariat in
those cases in which prisoners really
did do something wrong by proletarian
standards.

Free Political Books for
Prisoners

Our Free Political Books for Prisoners
Program is a Serve the People (STP)
program founded on the model of the
Black Panther Party's Breakfast for
Schoolchildren and other STP pro-
grams, and on the basis of Mao's em-
phasis that communists should serve
the people in everything we do. The
purpose of the Free Books for Prison-
ers program is to help prisoners turn
their time under lock and key into a
time to develop their politics and build
with us toward the beginnings of a
more just and productive society. We
collect and send out political, legal and
historical books primarily (we also have
some dictionaries and other reference
items that are useful for writers and
jailhouse lawyers). The materials we
distribute are selected to help people
study the conditions under which they
are living and to turn their knowledge
into political organizing.

We know that many of our subscribers
lack financial resources, and this
should not be a barrier to education.
Because our purpose is to organize,
we expect that comrades will exchange
work for the books we send. You
should write articles for ULK, create
revolutionary art, form study groups
with other comrades and work through
the study group to educate and orga-
nize, share our literature and expand
our mailing list, lead campaigns against
local examples of oppression, or come
up with other ways to contribute to the
struggle. If you can afford to send do-
nations, and if your facility rules allow,
sending us stamps is the best way to
donate. We can always use them to get
you more books or to help other com-
rades who cannot afford to pay for their
books.

We can send you a list of specific titles
that we currently have available, but it
is better to request general topic areas
or include substitutions because our
stock is constantly changing. The liter-
ature list also lists prices for the books
we send in if you want to purchase
them, but again, lack of funds will not
keep you from getting literature, but
lack of political work will. We ask you
to help us build MIM(Prisons) and
United Struggle from Within through
your own work in exchange for the
books. If you would like to receive
books from MIM(Prisons)'s Free Books
for Prisoners program, please let us
know the subject areas you are inter-
ested in, and the work you are doing in
exchange.

Fight Censorship

Under Lock & Key, MIM Theory, study
materials, letters, and even books like
dictionaries have been censored by the
state. If your MIM(Prisons) correspon-
dence is censored, the first thing you
need to know is that you are not alone
in struggling to get your mail and read-
ing materials. You will need to be pre-
pared to do the work yourself (making
copies of rejection notices, filing griev-
ances, sending copies of these docu-
ments to us), but we can send
instructions on how to do this. In some
cases, we can support your appeals
with letters of our own.

These are some basic steps we recom-

mend to everyone in prison:

1. Find out now what the prison rules
say about your right to receive mail and
reading materials. You should read this
policy carefully and get a copy for your
file if possible. You can also send us

copies of the rules to post on our web-

site as a resource for the public.

2. Find out what the prison's implemen-

tation of these policies is like. Many
times the policy looks reasonable on

paper, but the prison staff behaves to-

tally out of line. Ask around.

3. To keep our correspondence going,
write to us every 6 months. If you're
writing us regularly and are not getting
any mail from us, there's a problem
with your mail delivery. Do not assume
we are ignoring you.

4. If your correspondence with us is
censored, it is very important that you

keep copies of all the paperwork, (re-

jection notices, grievances, etc.) and
send us copies of these as well. Often
this is the only way we find out that our
mail has been censored. Once we
know of the censorship, we can work
with you to fight it.

Spread ULK

Let others read the literature we send
you. Talk to potential comrades about
our politics and work, and have them
write in to get put on our mailing list.
Our subscribers (you) play a vital role

in the growth of our mailing list. Re-

member, a subscription is free to U.$.
prisoners!

Administrative Details

Your subscription will be active for 6
months after each time you write to us.
If we do not hear from you for 6

months, you will be automatically re-
moved from the mailing list. We recom-

mend writing to us regularly so you
don't lose track of when to update your
subscription. For people outside of

prison, all issues of ULK, plus addi-

tional reports from within U.$. prisons,

are available on the website www.pris-

oncensorship.info. If you would like
to become a ULK distributor, get in
touch.

Your address: Please send us as de-

tailed an address as possible, including
your full legal name, prison and unit
name, prison ID #, street address and
P.O. Box, city, state, and 9-digit zip
code. Please check with the mailroom

to make sure you have the correct in-

formation.

Releases: Let us know if you are look-

ing at a (possible) release date in the
next two years. We recently beefed up
our release support, and it includes a
lot of set-up while you're still locked up.

Also let us know your expected ad-

dress post-release if you have one.

Even if it is only the address of a rela-

tive who you think will be in the same

place for a while, this could be the dif-

ference between losing contact and
staying in touch and politically active
after you are released.

Your persynal papers: Do not send us
legal papers that pertain to your case
unless you have checked with us first.
In general, we cannot do anything with
your legal papers as we do not have

the resources to get involved in individ-

uals' cases. We also cannot return
them to you. Rather than focus on only

your case, we strongly encourage com-

rades to write articles about the political
implications of their situation, and work
on cases that will positively impact the
ability for prisoners to organize against
imperialism and capitalism.

Please do not send us your only copies

of artwork, articles or other writings un-

less you are certain that you will not
need them in the future. Comrades
have requested that we make copies of
their work and send these copies back.
Doing this takes up time and money
that would otherwise go to filling book

requests, fighting censorship and an-

swering letters.
Other Resources

PARC provides a free resource guide
for prisoners. Tell them you heard
about them from MIM(Prisons):

Prison Activist Resource Center

PO Box 70447 Oakland, CA 94612

Inside Books Project sends free
books and a resource guide to prison-
ers in Texas. Inside Books Projects,
12th Street Books

827 West 12th Street

Austin TX 78701
ibp.resourceguide@gmail.com

United front for Peace in
Prisons - Statement of
Principles

The basis of any real unity comes from
an agreement on certain key ideas.
This statement does not grant authority
to any party over any other party. We
are mutually accountable to each other
to uphold these points in order to re-
main active participants in this united
front.

PEACE: WE organize to end the need-
less conflicts and violence within the U.
$. prison environment. The oppressors
use divide and conquer strategies so
that we fight each other instead of
them. We will stand together and de-
fend ourselves from oppression.

UNITY: WE strive to unite with those
facing the same struggles as us for our
common interests. To maintain unity we
have to keep an open line of network-
ing and communication, and ensure we
address any situation with true facts.
This is needed because of how the pigs
utilize tactics such as rumors, snitches
and fake communications to divide and
keep division among the oppressed.
The pigs see the end of their control
within our unity.

GROWTH: WE recognize the impor-
tance of education and freedom to
grow in order to build real unity. We
support members within our organiza-
tion who leave and embrace other po-
litical organizations and concepts that
are within the anti-imperialist struggle.
Everyone should get in where they fit
in. Similarly, we recognize the right of
comrades to leave our organization if
we fail to live up to the principles and
purpose of the United Front for Peace
in Prisons.

INTERNATIONALISM: WE struggle for
the liberation of all oppressed people.
While we are often referred to as "mi-
norities" in this country, and we often
find those who are in the same boat as
us opposing us, our confidence in
achieving our mission comes from our
unity with all oppressed nations who
represent the vast majority globally. We
cannot liberate ourselves when partici-
pating in the oppression of other na-
tions.

INDEPENDENCE: WE build our own
institutions and programs independent
of the United $tates government and all
its branches, right down to the local po-
lice, because this system does not
serve us. By developing independent
power through these institutions we do
not need to compromise our goals.

How to join the United
Front?

« Study and uphold the five principles
above.

+ Send your organization's name and a
statement of unity to MIM(Prisons).
Your statement can explain what the
united front principles mean to your or-
ganization, how they relate to your
work, why they are important, etc.

+ Develop peace and unity between
factions where you are at on the basis
of opposing oppression of all prisoners
and oppressed people in general.
Campaign around the September 9
Day of Peace and Solidarity.

« Send reports on your progress to Un-
der Lock & Key. Did you develop a
peace treaty or protocol that is work-
ing? Send it in for others to study. Is
your unity based on actions? Send us
reports on the organizing you are do-

ing.

+ Keep educating your members. The
more educated your members are, the
more unity you can develop, and the
stronger your organization can be-
come. Unity comes from the inside out.
By uniting internally, we can better
unite with others as well. Contact
MIM(Prisons) if you need additional
materials to educate your members in
history, politics and economics.
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to the Red Sea is through Eritrea
or Djibouti. Djibouti is a small
country between Eritrea and So-
maliland. It is the home of
AFRICOM, the United $tates
military's Africa Command, and
a number of other imperialist
militaries. These military bases
provide 5% of Djibouti's GDP.
China has their only foreign mili-
tary base in Djibouti, making it a
potential location of conflict be-
tween the Amerikan and Chinese
imperialists. This location is also
important for access between the
Indian Ocean and the Mediter-
ranean Sea including large move-
ments of fossil fuels.

President Abiy has formed al-
liances with FEritrea and Somalia,
countries the U.$. has used
Ethiopia to destabilize in the past.
This show of unity in the Horn of
Africa could allow for greater
serving of African interests,
rather than Amerikan interests.

Strong Marxist History

National liberation struggles
influenced by Marx, Lenin and
Mao are central to the recent his-
tory of Ethiopia and Eritrea. In its
early days, MIM often mentioned
Eritrea as one of the locations of a
liberatory people's war in the
1980s. Current President of Er-
itrea, Isaias Afewerki, was one of
the first members of the Eritrean
Liberation Forces(ELF) to train
in socialist China in 1967. He
was later part of the leadership to
form the Eritrean People's Liber-
ation Front (EPLF), which split
from the ELF and combined the
ELF's strong nationalism with an
explicit Marxist-Leninist line and
the strategy of People's War.(6)

In Ethiopia a series of Marx-
ist-Leninist organizations
emerged to challenge the feudal
system of Haile Selassie. This led
to the removal of Haile Selassie
by his own military leaders in
1974, who formed the Derg gov-
ernment. The Derg undertook a
massive nationalization cam-
paign, labeling itself "Marxist-
Leninist" and a socialist state in
1975. The Derg assigned head of
state to U.$.-trained Mengistu
Haile Mariam, but became an
ally of the social-imperialist
USSR, where it got its revisionist
version of "Marxism-Leninism"
from.(7)

The Tigray People's Libera-
tion Front also began in the revo-
lutionary period of the 1960s. By
the late 1970s it was waging
guerilla war against the Derg, un-
der the leadership of the Marxist-
Leninist League of Tigray. At this
time there was a split in the revo-
lutionary movements around the
question of secession, with the

Front leading the call for the right
to self-determination of Eritrea
independent of Ethiopia. Others
saw secessionist movements in
Ethiopia as linked to the reac-
tionary regionalism of feudalism,
and a division of the peasant
masses.(8)

In 1991, MIM Notes cele-
brated the overthrow of the "so-
cial-fascist Mengistu regime" by
the Ethiopian People's Revolu-
tionary Democratic
Front(EPRDF) as well as the Er-
itrean People's Liberation
Front(EPLF), which abstained
from the provisional government
of Ethiopia opting for indepen-
dence instead. They noted, "MIM
doesn't have much information
about the '"revolutionary pro-
grams" of the EPRDF, so we
must watch and let the practice of
both the EPRDF and EPLF speak
for itself."(9) Yet, MIM Notes
had already quoted the New York
Times under the heading "Victo-
ries Betrayed":

"The best insurance against an-
other hard-line Marxist regime in
Ethiopia appears to be the pres-
ence in Ethiopia immediately af-
ter the EPRDF's victory, of an
Amerikan, Paul B. Henze.

Henze, the station chief of the
Central Intelligence Agency at
the United States Embassy in Ad-
dis Ababa from 1969 to 1972,
was invited to the capital as a
personal guest of President
Meles. He spent five weeks in
Ethiopia advising Meles and was
upbeat when he left. 'Meles is
pragmatic,” Henze says. 'He and
his colleagues are not bothering
with ideological matters.
Ethiopia has a good chance of
becoming a productive coun-

try."(10)

Meles Zenawi was a member
of the Marxist-Leninist League
of Tigray before becoming the
first president of Ethiopia under
the EPRDF government. As the
CIA agent predicted, rather than
struggling against differences be-
tween classes and nationalities in
Ethiopia, the TPLF wused its
power to dominate the govern-
ment at the expense of other na-
tionalities and regions, and it
soon became a pawn of U.$. im-
perialism in its maneuvering for
power. As a result, by 1998,
Meles(TPLF)-led Ethiopia had
invaded Isaias(EPLF)-led Er-
itrea. It appears that both organi-
zations abandoned their
Marxist-Leninist lines prior to
the overthrow of the Derg and
their seizing of state power as
part of the process of forming the
united front against the Derg.
This indicates that there were
right-opportunist, liquidationist
errors within the leadership of
both movements that allowed

gle and overthrow of the Derg
above and in place of the struggle
for socialism and a dictatorship
of the proletariat. They did not
heed the lessons of Mao's China
on how to keep proletarian lead-
ership within a united front of
class interests against imperial-
ism. This led to reactionary bour-
geois nationalism to play the
leading role in these countries,
despite the promising Marxist
origins of this shift in power. The
result gives credence to the warn-
ings from those Marxists who ar-
gued against regionalism and
secession and opposed the poli-
tics of the earlier ELF and origi-
nal TPLF.

The Organization for African
Unity, started by leaders like
Kwame Nkrumah and Haile Se-
lassie, also took up a line that it
was against the interests of the
people of Africa to begin disman-
tling the states that were amalga-
mations of peoples imposed by
the colonial powers. History has
proven this strategy to be effec-
tive in preventing divisions
among the oppressed. Nkrumah
had hoped for the OAU to be-
come a federal government unit-
ing all of Africa, but that strategy
did not win out.

At the same time, Maoists
recognize the right to self-deter-
mination of all nations. And the
liberation movement in FEritrea
held much promise leading up to
liberation. Eritrea also differed
from other regions in Ethiopia in
that it was previously a separately
administered state under Italian
colonial occupation. Today, Er-
itrea remains the only country in
Africa without AFRICOM pres-
ence, leading to much derision
from the United $tates and Eu-
rope over the years. They took
pride in their non-aligned stance
in a world divided by the United
$tates and the social imperialist
Soviet Union. In 1984, Isaias
Afewerki also declared they had
no links or support from China.
They did not take a position on
whether China was still socialist
at the time. Isaias did look at
Cuba as an example of what hap-
pens when you become a client
state of the Soviet Union. Isaias
claimed the Cubans disagreed
with USSR policy in Ethiopia
and Eritrea, yet Cuban troops op-
erated in Derg-ruled Ethiopia on
behalf of Soviet interests in the
1980s.(11)

While Eritrea has a history of
independence and remaining po-
litically neutral, they have re-
cently provided support for the U.
$./Saudi war on Yemen that has
led to a massive loss of humyn
life since 2015. This was likely
motivated by financial gain.(12)

In the 1980s, South Yemen was in
solidarity with the Eritrean liber-
ation struggle despite opposition
by the imperialist Soviet Union.
Like Cuba, South Yemen took on
the form of "Marxist-Leninist"
state years after its liberation un-
der the influence of the Soviet
Union. Like the Cubans, they
seemed to recognize the right-
eousness of the Eritrean libera-
tion struggle. Today, we cannot
view the Eritrean leadership as
serving real self-determination
when they are being pitted
against Yemen by the imperial-
ists. Ultimately, it was the aban-
donment of proletarian politics
that led Eritrean leadership to
side with imperialism in the Mid-
dle East.

While revisionism seems to
have thwarted the popular revo-
lutionary forces in the Horn of
Africa in the late 20th century,
the proletarian, revolutionary line
is no stranger to the people of the
region. This is further evidenced
by President Abiy having to
specifically address and critique
Marx, Lenin and Mao in his re-
cent book.(13) It is only through
the unified struggle of all African
people that the current violence,
death and starvation can be prop-
erly ended. U.$. and other impe-
rialist involvement will continue
to pit Africans against Africans
and other oppressed people.

Our Role in the Horn of
Africa

In April 2018, Abiy Ahmed of
the Oromo Democratic Party was
elected Prime Minister of the
EPRDF government of Ethiopia.
This marked the end of TPLF
leadership in the EPRDF, which
was replaced by the Prosperity
Party coalition in November
2019, excluding TPLF. After his
confirmation, Abiy quickly es-
tablished peace with Eritrea, still
headed by Isaias Afewerki. This
was a historic peace agreement,
returning land to Eritrea that the
TPLF had been occupying, sig-
nalling unity in the region against
the U.$.-backed TPLF. Eritrea
and Ethiopia have remained
united in the war that began in
November 2020 with a TPLF at-
tack on Ethiopian forces. Until
the people of the region can
mount proletarian-led struggles
for power again, the Eritrean-
Ethiopian alliance remains im-
portant for strengthening the re-
gion against further meddling by
foreign imperialism.

Our role in all of this is deter-
mined by the imperial nature of
the United S$tates government.
Like all people in the world, it is
our duty to build towards a dicta-
torship of the proletariat in our
own backyard. But we have the
added duty of countering the im-
perial machinations of our cur-
rent government.

We should expose the imperi-
alist nature of State Department
agencies like USAID that want to
present themselves as humanitar-
ian organizations. While Presi-
dent Trump celebrated the
Ethiopia and Eritrea peace deal,
the Biden administration has
brought those favoring interven-
tion in the Horn of Africa back
into the White House.

Toward the end of his presi-
dency, Barack Obama appointed

3

Gayle Smith to Administer US-
AID. Gayle Smith was first em-
ployed by USAID in 1994. She
had lived in EPLF-run areas dat-
ing back to the 1970's, where she
was a "journalist" working un-
dercover for the CIA. She later
spent time embedded with the
TPLF where she mentored Meles
Zenawi, who would go on to
wage decades of war against the
EPLF.(14) Another close confi-
dant of Meles was Susan Rice,
who was national security advi-
sor to Barack Obama.(13) And as
we mentioned above, Meles had
open relations with local CIA
agents from the very beginning
of his presidency.

In 2021, Biden has appointed
Samantha Power to head USAID.
Samantha Power had succeeded
Susan Rice as Obama's ambas-
sador to the United Nations after
being mentored by both Rice and
Obama. Rice was involved in the
violent separation of South Su-
dan from Sudan and lied about
mass rapes to justify the invasion
of Libya. Rice and Power worked
with Hillary Clinton to greenlight
the invasion of that killed Muam-
mar Gaddafi, which Clinton later
laughed about on television.

In 2013, Power led the charge
within the Obama administration
to bomb Syria, which Rice came
around to support. Power's book
A Problem From Hell justifies in-
tervention against genocide. She
used this mission statement of
hers to justify bombing Syria and
Libya, and now stands behind it
to intervene and defend the TPLF.
(15) We oppose the continued ex-
pansion of U.$. troops in Africa
since President Bush started
AFRICOM in 2008. U.$. support
for the TPLF clearly aims to di-
vide Africans so that they can be
better controlled for the benefit of
imperialist-country corporations.
]

U.$. Out of the Horn Of

Africa!
Shut Down AFRICOM!
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ON "OBJECTIVE" REPORTING

ULK relies on our comrades behind bars to report on conditions and events inside pris-
ons. We track the history and reliability of our writers and, when possible, we double
check facts in the articles. But there will always be some facts we cannot veriyfy before
printing. Our readers are encouraged to let us know if they have information that con-
tradicts what they see in ULK. But, reporting is never completely objective or devoid of
political content. MIM(Prisons) will always report from the perspective of the interna-
tional proletariat and on the issues that best serve their interests.
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by communist parties. Over the
coming years tension only in-
creased and the embargo would
continually be adjusted to pre-
vent growth of the Cuban econ-
omy. As of now the sanctions
vary with over 231 entities and
subentities like ministries, hold-
ing companies, hotels, etc;
meaning the U.S. is trying to con-
trol Cuba's economy. These pro-
visions also extend to
international companies like the
various shipping companies in
2019 which were sanctioned by
the U.S. government for partici-
pating in oil trade between
Venezuela and Cuba. This was
during the same period that the
U.S. was accusing Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro of fal-
sifying the election results that
left Juan Guaido to bite the dust.
Allegations which later were
proven to be false yet never the
less caused dire consequences for
millions.

Economic terrorism continues
to be perpetrated by the U.S.
against Cuba to prohibit other na-
tions and companies from partic-
ipating in trade deals. Some ways
the U.S. does this is by denying
licenses or deals with U.S.-based
companies or other nations that
have the audacity to ignore the
U.S. embargo on Cuba. Year after
year the U.N. votes in favor of an
end to the embargo with only two
nations (the U.S. and Israel) vot-
ing in favor of continuing the em-
bargo.

In 2021 former U.S. Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo designated
Cuba once again as a state spon-
sor of international terrorism in
another futile attempt to further
isolate Cuba from potential trad-
ing partners. This designation
carries with it the implication that
any business or state which does
business with Cuba participates
in sponsoring terrorism. As a re-
sult the U.S. will then implement
sanctions on those businesses or
states or at the very least deny
them vital business opportunities
that they need to sustain a func-
tional economy in a U.S.-domi-
nated global market. It follows
from this that the private sectors
in Cuba who were not prepared
for the pandemic, were already
affected by the ongoing trade em-
bargo for about 60 years, with
Trump's administration amping
up attempts to suffocate Cuba's
resilient economy.

Cuban Protests Dwarfed by
Uprisings in U.S.

When the protests erupted in
Cuba this month, the U.S. wasted

no time in opportunistically
pushing their agenda. Mean-

... Cuba & COVID-19

while, expatriated Cuban terror-
ists living in the U.S. sent videos
over social media promoting the
destruction of public property
owned by the Cuban people, loot-
ing, assault on peoples security
forces etc. These videos, not sur-
prisingly, never found their way
into mainstream reports but were
exposed by Cuban media. Diaz-
Canel even made a point to say
that there are revolutionaries who
have been misguided by false re-
ports forged by subversive reac-
tionaries, and people with
legitimate demands for an end to
the embargo and reform of failed
policies. This made clear that
these demonstrators were not the
target of criticism but genuinely
concerned, although in some
cases misguided, citizens.

In reality only a small capital-
ist minority from certain private
sectors affected by the embargo
and COVID-19 have taken to the
streets to promote their interests;
interests that are antagonistic to
that of the Cuban people. Presi-
dent Diaz-Canel proceeded to
visit the demonstrations himself
and speak with people. On live
TV Diaz-Canel called revolu-
tionaries to take to the street and
oppose the reactionaries and to
stay in the streets as long as nec-
essary in order to defend the rev-
olution. It was correctly stated by
Diaz-Canel that the reactionaries
with violent intent are of a spe-
cific small group who align with
U.S. interests. More specifically
from his mouth he stated that,
"They want to change a system,
or a regime they call it, to impose
what type of government and
what type of regime in Cuba? The
privatization of public services.
The kind that gives more possi-
bility to the rich minority and not
the majority."

Counter protests proceeded to
take place where a greater part of
Cuba’s 11 million people came
out to demonstrate their support
for the revolution and continu-
ance of socialist construction.
With such a small minority of
protestors being for regime
change and only a few dozen ar-
rests we have to ask ourselves
why there is such a controversy?
It is only explainable by the pri-
vate interests and imperialist U.S.
who wishes to finally deal a
deadly blow to Cuba. After
decades of failed CIA assassina-
tions, a failed U.S. invasion, and
a failed Embargo, the U.S. gov-
ernment is reiterating its fledg-
ling commitment to undermine
the people of Cuba.

All the while the Amerikans
fail to see the irony that in 2020
the protests in the U.S. were esti-

mated to have between 15 and 26
million participants with over
14,000 arrests documented as re-
lated to the protests and a number
of deaths associated. These num-
bers are not even all encompass-
ing in the true magnitude of arrest
and torture by the U.S. govern-
ment on its own citizens. These
protests put forward demands
guaranteed by the Cuban consti-
tution. Article's 16, 18, 19, 41, 42,
43, 44 of the Cuban constitution
reveal rights and guarantees af-
forded to Cubans that in the U.S.
don't even exist or are up for de-
bate. A civil war was needed to
end slavery only to have it re-
placed by Jim Crow segregation
in this country. (See pages 9 of
this issue). Without a doubt a
quick look at the Cuban constitu-
tion in comparison with the U.S.
constitution, one would begin to
question the true ethics of the
U.S. and why Cuba is portrayed
the way it is.

Cuba has made greater ad-
vancementsthan the U.S. in many
fields. It achieved a higher liter-
acy rate, lower infant mortality
rate, a lung cancer vaccine as
well as a COVID-19 vaccine in-
dependently developed with a
92% success rate. All this despite
the embargo and war crimes of
the U.S. The U.S. in their sad at-
tempt to condemn Cuba's Com-
munist Party declares the people
of Cuba to be subjugated, unable
to protest, or have free speech. As
can clearly be seen, the president
of Cuba not only respects the
constitutional right to protest and
have free speech, but invited mil-
lions to take to the streets to do
sO.

The Will of the People in
Cuba

In 2018 a new draft of the
Cuban constitution removed ref-
erence to communism. This first
draft was met with wide-scale
protests and a popular demand
that reinstated communism as the
goal. In 2019 the new Cuban con-
stitution reaffirmed the popular
will. Time after time the U.S. is
embarrassed by Cuba's revolu-
tionary people. Which is presum-
ably why the U.S., who routinely
overthrows democracies, assas-
sinates world leaders, or suffo-
cates nations with sanctions,
takes special interest in torturing
Cuba. It is not without effect ei-
ther, as many Cubans feel this
pressure and suffer untold losses
in this cruel escapade waged by
the U.S.

Mind you, Cuba is not with-
out mistake. The continued pri-
vatization of industries and
reliance on tourism is a massive
failure on the part of the Cuban
government. Failures to foster

the full creative potential of the
Cuban masses by putting politics
in command has led the Cuban
government to become a bureau-
cratic mess. With a large popula-
tion of revolutionary masses
eager to promote the ideals of so-
cialism and forge ahead on their
path of self-determination, it is
sad to see the Cuban state fail to
remove the fetters on the Cuban
people that restrict their ability to
take control of power for them-
selves. This is a result of internal
contradictions within the Cuban
state.

Over the past few decades the
gradual decline of peoples' power
has been witnessed. Today's
events are a result of the pan-
demic and U.S. embargo. How-
ever, the principal issue is not
from without Cuba and it cer-
tainly is not from the Cuban peo-
ple. It is in the Cuban state and
their failure to remain vigilant
against  growing  opposition
forces within the state itself.
Forces that undermine the peo-
ples' will. Forces that cause un-
necessary retreats and failures in
planning. With all due respect,
these are serious errors that must
be rectified by campaigns led by
the revolutionary Cuban people.
Only the Cuban people can deter-
mine their destiny.

So our appeal to Cuba should
be directed towards the revolu-
tionary masses who represent the
socialist majority. We are in soli-
darity with you and support you.
We will continue to fight to bring
to an end the U.S. embargo and
all interventions. The revolution-
aries in Cuba who emulate the
ideals as well as principles of so-
cialism with the aim of building
communism are a continued in-
spiration to the freedom fighters
all around the world.

Diaz-Canel welcomed revo-
lutionaries to the street to partici-
pate in open debate and oppose
the reactionaries. This is a step in
the correct direction. So long as
those revolutionaries are allowed
to progress down whatever path
they find suitable for themselves
to sustain their revolution. So
long as they combat the reac-
tionaries as well as the revision-
ists. All of this on the terms set
forth by the revolutionary Cuban
masses themselves who are truly
world renowned heroes of revo-
lution.

MIM (Prisons) adds: It is not
MIM line that Cuba was ever re-
ally on the socialist road. The
Cuban revolution was very
clearly one of national liberation
from imperialism. However,
Cuba paralleled the Derg in
Ethiopia in taking on "Marxism-
Leninism" for geo-political rea-

sons related to using the Soviet
Union as a counter-balance to
other imperialist interests. That's
not to say there weren't Marxists
in their ranks, most popular
movements in the Third World
are going to have Marxist influ-
ences. But the Marxists had not
consolidated a party around the
proletarian line before seizing
power. They did not follow Mao's
example of building United
Fronts with other classes by
maintaining proletarian leader-
ship and independence. In a capi-
talist-imperialist world, coalition
governments invariably lead to
capitalism. Cuba stood out for
many decades as a symbol of re-
sistance to U.$. imperialism,
even after the fall of the Soviet
Union. It is also well-known for
directing resources in the inter-
ests of the Cuban people and the
people of the world. In our article
on Ethiopia (see page 1) we men-
tion that the Cubans had their dif-
ferences with the imperialist
Soviet Union, and that speaks to
the path Cuba took independent
of the USSR during and after its
existence.

We agree with current Presi-
dent Diaz-Canel that privatiza-
tion is only bad for the people.
However, nationalization only
threatens imperialist meddling, it
does not address the internal
class contradictions of a country.
And in the case of Cuba, with the
dependence on tourist money and
remittances, the Amerikans have
significant and increasing control
over their economy despite na-
tionalization.

In the United $tates state-run
firms (like the post office) are of-
ten defined as "socialism." But
Maoists define socialism differ-
ently, as an economy that is
guided by the proletarian line, al-
ways engaging in class struggle,
pitting the interests of collec-
tivism, humyn needs and humyn
relations above production, effi-
ciency and profit.

As Mowgli writes, the inter-
nal contradictions of a capitalist
economy in Cuba cannot ulti-
mately be resolved without a
popular movement to rectify the
current leadership and shift to the
socialist road. We would go fur-
ther in stressing that socialism is
class struggle. There is no policy
shift that can bring a country to
the socialist road, only the mili-
tant mobilization of the masses
concentrated in a communist
party that puts the class struggle
at the forefront. Our opposition
from within the empire to the em-
bargo serves to help the Cuban
people see their dreams come
true via continued class struggle.
]
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Additionally, wastewater and
spill dumped into the Mississippi
River will further endanger sea
life in the Gulf of Mexico.

Democratic Governor John
Bel Edwards has given Formosa
a ten year tax break totaling $1.5
billion, which is $1.25 million
per job since Formosa has
promised 1,200 jobs to boost the
local economy. Instead the New
Afrikan sistahs who're leading
the struggle are demanding repa-
rations for those affected by these
corporations' projects. St. James
Parish is 91% New Afrikan with
an average income of $17,000 a
year. Surely jobs are needed,
however, 85% of employment at
the plants have gone to euro-
Amerikkkans.

Neo-colonial puppets have
exploited the dire situation of the
grassroots. Although Cancer Al-

Stop Formosa

ley, and St. James in particular,
has 50 times the national average
of cancer cases. Cedric Rich-
mond spent 10 years in the House
as a former congressman and ig-
nored the people dying in Cancer
Alley, his fellow New Afrikan
people. Instead he allowed these
corporations easy access to the
land, while building his political
career by heading the Congres-
sional Black Caucus, he then co-
chaired the Biden campaign, and
is now a senior advisor to the
President. What does this tell us?
It should tell us, that for all the
'BlackLivesMatter' posturing
done by demokkkrats, the reality
is that these are still imperialist
politicians and are the enemies of
the people.

Many grassroots groups such
as RISE St. James have been at
this struggle for decades and have

also had significant wins against
these corporate entities. In 1993,
1998 and 2019, these groups led
the charge in order to have pro-
posed factories and plants
blocked.

This year, Sharon Lavigne,
founder of RISE, spoke to the
U.N. on the perils of 'environ-
mental racism." These New
Afrikan wimmin are putting up a
valiant fight, refusing to leave
their homes and heritage (New
Afrikan). This is obviously a
struggle for land.

Currently the Formosa project
is on hold due to community un-
rest. The U.S. Army Corp of En-
gineers withdrew a wetlands
permit and a lawsuit challenging
14 air permits is going to court.

To show your support to these
modern day New Afrikans, sign
the petition at stopformosa.org
]

Formosa Notes:

Lois Danks, 'Battling racist Polluters in Cancer Alley', June-July 2021 Freedom Socialist Newspaper

as guides for your report:

mission?

answering them?

location?

(include contact info)?

SUBMIT WORK REPORTS

All' USW cells are encouraged to submit monthly work reports to the USW
council. Work reports should be one to two paragraphs. Use these questions

« What types of activities did your cell participate in that contributed to USWs

+ What campaigns did your cell participate in/promote last month?

« What Serve the People programs did your cell operate?

+ What were the responses from the masses and USW recruits to this work?

« What questions came up? How did you answer them? Or do you need help

+ What lessons did you learn in the last month?
« What are the most pressing issues that are of concern to the masses in your

+ What organizations/services have you recently found useful in your work

« What successes have you achieved in the last month?
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Just Payments For Patriarchs
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by Wiawimawo of MIM(Prisons)
July 2021

One thing we heard from
those saddened by the police
murder of 16-year-old Ma'Khia
Bryant (see article at right) was
that she didn't get to have a child-
hood.(1) While nation is most
certainly the primary factor that
led to the cop, Nicholas Reardon,
shooting Bryant, we think gender
oppression, and in particular
youth oppression, had a lot to do
with Bryant ending up where she
did on that fateful day.

When people speak of being
able to have a childhood, we may
think of a time of fun, carefree
play, no work, no oppression, etc.
Of course most people in the
world don't have much of a child-
hood in this sense. But in the
United $tates many do. So al-
ready we see there is some hierar-
chy involved in this idea of
having a childhood, at least under
imperialism. We see this hierar-
chy as the realm of gender be-
cause it is a question of leisure
time and not labor time, which is
the subject of class (see Clarity
on What Gender Is by MC5). But
there is also the question of why
we must separate our lives into
periods of fun and play and peri-
ods of work and oppression? And
why do we have oppression at
all? And how did work become a
bad thing?

To answer these questions
briefly, the relations of produc-
tion under capitalism are what
alienates people from their labor
today, so that they feel their labor
time is not their time. But as
"adults," most must spend the
majority of their waking hours in
labor time. While some people
want those like Bryant to have the
purist, most care-free childhood
as possible, we are working to-
wards a whole life that is enjoy-
able and fulfilling. And we doubt
that is possible without a healthy
dose of productive labor. The ex-
clusion of children from work for
over 100 years in the United
$tates has left them with no pro-
ductive role to play in society,
leading to alienation and lack of
worth.(2) This alienation and
lack of self-worth is reinforced
by abuse, and leads to destructive
behavior.

As Greyhound points out in
eir article on Ma'Khia Bryant, the
Soviet Union provided family for
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orphaned youth through the pro-
ductive life of the commune. The
communes did not work kids to
the bone to squeeze out the maxi-
mum profits as the capitalists
once did in the United $tates, and
still do in most of the world. Be-
low we look at some attempts by
capitalist Amerika to provide for
youth and why they cannot get at
the source of youth oppression as
well as socialist experiments that
have.

Child Credits Pay the
Patriarch

With sheltering-in-place dur-
ing the pandemic and no in-per-
syn schooling for most children,
the question of childcare has re-
ceived much attention in the
United $tates. The answer from
the bourgeoisie came in the form
of child credits. Amerikan fami-
lies began receiving these pay-
ments in mid-July 2021, for a
total of $3000-3600 per family
over the next 6 months.

These credits are a market-
based attempt to address the
problem of adults in the nuclear
family spending large sums of
money to have their children
cared for when they are working
or otherwise occupied. These
credits put more power in the
hands of the adults who get the
money over the lives of the chil-
dren who qualify them for these
payments. Money for those who
struggle to make ends meet can
certainly mean less stressful con-
ditions for their children. The
logic makes sense, it is just a
backwards, half-ass approach.
By the 1960s in socialist China,
all children had guaranteed care
that was collectively run and of-
fered ways for youth to voice
their concerns and avoid abusive
situations. This was in a country
where a decade or two earlier
children were basically sold into
slavery. This is the kind of radical
change the youth need, that a
profit-based system can't pro-
vide.

Punishing Sex Offenders to
Save the Family

It is very evident that affec-
tion, support and trust in our lives
as young people have significant
effects on our health throughout
our lives.(3) Lack of positive so-
cial relationships and experi-
ences has been linked to drug
addiction and correlates strongly

with imprisonment. Therefore
this is a topic very dear to the
hearts of many of our readers.

One way we see this manifest
in a more reactionary politic of
the imprisoned masses is in the
strong, often violent attitudes to-
wards sex offenders in prison
culture. This sentiment exists
outside prison of course, but be-
came part of the prison culture
because of the concentration of
convicted sex offenders there. As
we've addressed in the past, this
reactionary politic is problematic
on the one hand in that it is al-
lowing the state to decide who
our enemies are (see Sex Offend-
ers Reconsidered in ULK 55),
that in many cases the actions
that led to these cases are mild
compared to many non-sex-of-
fender charges and in some cases
the people are completely inno-
cent.(4) In the United $tates,
white males and females, as a
group, have treated the Black
male as a sexual animal that must
be controlled, sometimes by fake
rape charges and imprisonment.
In other words, some who are
convicted as sex offenders are ac-
tually the victims of gender op-
pression, as well as national
oppression.

A second reason we say the
anti-sex offender politic is reac-
tionary is that it doesn't offer any
real solutions to the problem of
the sexual abuse of children. It is
an example of why MIM always
opposed the slogan "Think
global, act local." If you think
globally about this problem of
child abuse, and act locally by os-
tracizing or even attacking those
you come in contact with who
have (or who you believe have)
abused children, you haven't
changed anything if the patri-
archy remains. You can confirm
this with crime statistics, or just
the fact that we live in a society
where we know this problem is
still prevalent.

Addressing child abuse re-
quires systemic change as the
Chinese instituted during their
experiment in socialism. Young
people need a different system
that supports them with things we
know people need to grow up
healthy; mentally and physically.
These things can not be offered
on conditions or the whims of
one or two adults who control the

Continued on page 6...

Ma’Khia Bryant:

Murder of An Oppressed Nation
Youth Demands Real Solutions

by Greyhound of Anti-Imperial-
ist Prisoner Support
July 2021

On 20 April 2021, Ma'Khia
Bryant — a 16-year-old New
Afrikan girl — was murdered by
a pig belonging to the Columbus
Division of Police.(1) As the
news of a guilty verdict on killer
pig Derek Chauvin was barely
starting to make news on various
media, an Amerikan pig killed
another New Afrikan child.(2)

At the time of the murder,
Ma'Khia Bryant lived in foster
care in the home of Angela
Moore — the foster mother. The
incident started as a conflict be-
tween a Tionna Bonner, 22 years
old, a former foster child of Ms.
Moore, and Ma'Khia Bryant and
her younger sister Ja'Niah
Bryant. The conflict was origi-
nally over housework, and how
the former foster child Tionna
Bonner said the Bryant children
were not giving Ms. Moore the
respect that was due. The dispute
escalated when Ja'Niah called
Ms. Moore who said she was too
busy to get involved. Ja'Niah
called her grandmother while Ms.
Bonner called another former
foster child by the name of Shai-
Onta Craig Watkins. Watkins was
20 years old at this time.(3)

The grandmother of the
Bryant children arrived who de-
scribed the conflict. She tried
protecting her grandchildren who
were being threatened by the
older former foster children Ms.
Bonner and Ms. Watkins. By this
time, Ms. Bonner had pulled out
a knife (according to Ja'Niah and
her grandmother) and Ma'Khia
had grabbed a steak knife from
the kitchen. This is when Ja'Niah
called 911 to which she claimed
"Angie's grown girls trying to
fight us, trying to stab us, trying
to put her hands on our
grandma."(4)

The police arrived 12 minutes
later. Ms. Watkins has left the
house while the Bryant children
began to pack up their things. The
Bryant children's father now ar-
rived at the scene as Ms. Watkins
returned with two more people.
While the two groups crossed
paths, Ms. Watkins spat towards
the Bryant family. Ja'Niah Bryant
later said, "That's when every-
thing just went left."

As Ma'Khia Bryant charged,
Ms. Watkins fell to the ground in
which then Ma'Khia's father tried
to kick Watkins. When Ma'Khia
raised her kitchen knife, pig
Nicholas Reardon shot Ma'Khia
four times. Ma'Khia was dead.

The activists oriented towards
the recent mass movements ori-
ented around the national contra-
diction pointed out on social
media how the New Afrikan
masses couldn't get a single sec-
ond of judicial justice from the
United $tates without having an-
other Amerikan pig take the life
away from another New Afrikan.
This murder was closely dated
with the release of the video
footage showing the murder of
Mexican lumpen youth Adam
Toledo who was 3 years younger
than Ma'Khia Bryant. The liber-
als and left-wing imperialists ori-
ented with the Democratic Party
seemed too busy to pat them-
selves on the back in regards to
the guilty verdict on Derek Chau-
vin that these two murders of op-
pressed nation youth seemed to

not stay in their national head-
lines.

The Oppressed Nation
Youth in the Foster Care
System

In 2019, New Afrikan chil-
dren made up 14% of the total
child population in the United
$tates — children ranging from
ages 1 to 18 — while their euro-
Amerikan counterparts made up
50%.(5) Despite the much
smaller size, New Afrikan chil-
dren made up 23% of the kids in
foster care, much higher than
Chican@s, First Nations, and na-
tional minorities.(6) The number
of New Afrikan foster children
however, has been decreasing
steadily for the past two decades
with the year 2000 starting with a
39% and reaching a stabilization
of 23% around 2016 up to 2019.

Throughout many different soci-
eties in the modern imperialist
world there have been problems
of vulnerable children; whether
they be foster kids, orphan beg-
gars, or a gang of youth thieves,
crisis which inevitably comes
from the capitalist relations of
production will strike the youth
populations as well. In the
United $tates, one of the many
major external factors of the op-
pressed nations' material condi-
tions in the recent decades have
been the drug war. With the turn
of the 1980s, the crack epidemic
fueled by the alliance between
the CIA and the comprador drug
lords of Latin America has hit
New Afrikan and Latin@ com-
munities like a locust swarm
would to a peasant's rice field.
As the drug game became more
and more dangerous, the op-
pressed nation youth lost the lit-
tle stability and the nuclear
family structure that they had in
the first place. The associate
commissioner of the Children's
Bureau stated that "most chil-
dren enter the foster care sys-
tem, not from physical abuse,
but from neglect."(7) That
means the primary cause of what
leads New Afrikan youth to en-
ter the foster care system is not
physical and emotionally abu-
sive parents per se, but lack of
resources the family or the com-
munity around them has.

Children growing in those
lumpenized households and im-
poverished  labor  aristocrat
households vulnerable to lump-
enization (and most importantly,
surrounded by abysmal living
conditions) creates a very unsta-
ble element to the country over
all. So in that response, the foster
system is utilized where petty-
bourgeois households (many of
them belonging to the oppressed
nation themselves!) with the time
and resource could take care of
children coming from beneath
their petty-bourgeois class status.
Like any other institutions and
systems part of the capitalist su-
perstructure (despite its well-in-
tended individuals), bureaucratic
and profit motivated work meth-
ods poison many aspects of the
foster care system. Abuse, emo-
tional deprivation, and physical
neglect reign amongst children in
foster care. Just like how the po-
lice departments of every major
city juke statistics and makes
robberies and rapes disappear —
and how the school system juke
scores and encourage studying
tests instead of studying fields of
knowledge — foster homes of-

Continued on page 6...
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child's life. As they say, "it takes a
village to raise a child." And peo-
ple who are serious about reduc-
ing child abuse need to work to
build those villages and build
them in ways that give young
people full access to information,
a wide variety of adult support
people, including those in power,
and access to other youth without
the interference of adults. The
village should also give repercus-
sions to youth for "bad behavior."
These repercussions should be
consistent in order to provide the
youth with social guidance and
never be used by individual
adults to get what they want from
children or to take out their frus-
trations from a bad day. The
oversight of a more village-based
model must prevent adults from
doing such things.

Different Models

What the bourgeoisie offers in
place of the village is more cash
to the patriarch. These cash in-
centives make single-parent
homes more viable. But single-
parent homes are some of the eas-
iest places for adults to molest
and abuse children.

The reactionary approach to
child abuse (imprisonment and
violence) also reinforces the pa-
triarchy, where strong adult men
must protect youth from other
adult men by physical assault.
One critique of this line points
out how it views the rights of
children the same as the rights of
animals in that they must be
granted and enforced from the
outside.

"pseudo feminists... [accept a]
zoological implication that child
abuse is going to go on forever, as
if... child abuse were inherent in
the humyn species, and at the
same time external to humyn so-
cial relations, like animals."(5)

The Maoist counter-point
then is that child abuse is a
humyn relationship that is found
within the patriarchal family
structure. It is part of the central
problem of oppression of groups
of people by other groups that we
aim to resolve through ongoing
revolutionary struggle under the
dictatorship of the proletariat.
Rather than punishing sex of-
fenders to save the family and
"protect our children", we must
replace the nuclear family with
communal child-rearing, and
empower young people to criti-
cize others in order to stop those
who might try to abuse children.

Putting child care in the pub-
lic sphere will do a lot to under-
mine the conditions of child
abuse. But it does not eliminate
the biases of the adult population,
especially those that grew up in
the old capitalist ways, from
miseducating or mistreating
youth as a group. And we know
that institutional living like group
homes and prisons, where many
adults are involved in "care" for
the youth, are rife with abuse. For
these reasons youth must have
ways of coming together as a
group and voicing their interests
as a group, even enforcing their
interests as a group in contradic-
tion to the adults that they depend
on.

Ruth Sidel produced an in-
depth report on Women and
Childcare in China as well as in
the Soviet Union and the kibbutz
in I$rael. In one Chinese school
she visited, when asked what
you'd do if you found a sick child
on the street, a 6-year-old student
responds: "i'd bring them
medicine and water." Sidel was
surprised the child would not find
an authority figure first.(6) What

... Youth Liberation

a striking difference in world
views between socialist children
and how most of us grew up in
this country. These children still
spent most of their days singing
and playing and doing things that
we all did in school. Yet, they
were taught differently, taught to
act and be self-empowered as
soon as they were able to physi-
cally complete the tasks that
might be demanded of them, like
bringing another child water, or
possibly organizing resistance to
an abusive adult.

Some reading this will find
the youth helping other youth not
so strange because they raised
their siblings at a young age. This
is another way that peoples'
"childhoods are lost" in our cul-
ture; having to take care of other
children as a child. It is not that
care for those younger than you is
inappropriate to carry out as a
child, but that you need the sup-
port of a community to do so in a
way that is not oppressive to your
own life and most supportive to
those you help care for.

According to the story from
Ma'Khia Bryant's grandmother,
the conflict that had occurred
among two groups of foster chil-
dren was over perceived disre-
spect to the foster mother due to
the lack of chores getting done.
Most likely the situation was
more complicated. But we see
how there can be a disagreement
over the labor responsibilities of
members of a family that leads to
violent conflict. This would be
very unlikely when people have
clear responsibilities, clear and
consistent consequences that are
enforced by the group for not
meeting those responsibilities,
and ways to communicate up
front with both adults and youth
about the roles and treatment of
others.

The Roles of Youth in
Society

In discussing Ma'khia
Bryant's childhood, we must ad-
dress the fact that she was 16
years old when she was murdered
by a cop because of this conflict.
Other 16-year-olds in the area
could have banded together to
take revenge on Reardon for
shooting her. Most members of
the Black Panther Party joined in
their teens. Bobby Hutton was
murdered by the pigs emself at
age 17 while on an armed patrol
of the police. Sixteen is much
more physically developed than
six, and would mostly only be
limited by legal restrictions like
being able to drive or purchase
fire arms.

Fifteen was the age when
members of the Fuerzas Armadas
Revolucionarias de Colombia -
Ejército del Pueblo(FARC-EP)
could engage in armed actions.
(7) As the struggle of the Eritrean
People's Liberation Front(EPLF)
advanced, they established the
Fitewerari to train male youth 14
to 16 years old and females of all
ages. They found that training the
adult females separate from adult
males helped in both groups
overcoming the traditional gen-
der roles they had been incul-
cated with. The youth did not
have these challenges, at least not
to the same degree.

"In addition to literacy educa-
tion, political and military train-
ing, and running their daily
dffairs, they participate in pro-
duction, adhering to the EPLF's
correct revolutionary principle of
'integrating education with pro-
duction." They practice criticism
and self-criticism to rectify mis-
takes, develop work and
strengthen comradely solidarity.

Upon finishing training, they are
assigned to the different EPLF
units and departments to carry on
the struggle on all fronts."(8)

Much has been put into the
idea that a humyn's prefrontal
cortex is growing rapidly up until
about age 25. The implication be-
ing that you can't quite trust the
judgement of those under 25. But
this is only one data point, of a bi-
ological phenomenon we still
barely understand. And along
with this data point comes some
implications in how younger
people are willing to go against
the status quo and can change
their ways faster. We look to his-
tory, to see the transformative
power of youth movements,
rather than follow current trends
in biological determinism based
in preliminary studies of the
brain.

Towards a World Without
Oppression

When Maoists talk about gen-
der, we are talking about a system
of power in the realm of leisure
time; the patriarchy. In that sys-
tem, youth are generally part of
the gender-oppressed. Though in
the imperialist countries, they are
likely part of a gender aristoc-
racy, a child aristocracy, particu-
larly those who have access to the
idealized carefree childhood.

Similar to the wimmin in
bourgeois society, the bourgeois
children are relegated outside of
labor and exclusively to leisure
time. This leisure time is mean-
while structured to serve the
pleasure of the man and the inter-
ests of capitalism overall. These
groups being relegated to leisure
time reinforces the divide be-
tween leisure time and labor time
in society mentioned above. This
is one reason why it is hard to
imagine undoing gender hierar-
chy without first undoing capital-
ism, which would eliminate the
sharp divide between labor time
and leisure time. Through this
process, gender will cease to be
so separate from class struggle as
it is in the bourgeoisified First
World countries. Then our lives
as individuals will be more com-
plete, as will our communities.

Youth liberation is part of and
dependent on the struggle to end
capitalism and  imperialism.
Youth don't need more paternal-
ism, they need a supportive vil-
lage to learn from and the
freedom to self-actualize them-
selves without the fetters of op-
pression that shape our lives
today. m
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tentimes make their abuse and
neglect disappear as well. Anti-
communists claim that no one
would work without the profit
motive, and that the profit motive
is the main source of good work
in any society. Then how come
foster parents who get paid hun-
dreds by the government every
month per child still can't meet
the emotional and physical re-
quirement for vulnerable youth?

With the crack cocaine epi-
demic rising in the 1980s and
1990s, bourgeois nationalist
ideas hardening the family struc-
ture of oppressed nations came to
popularity. Bourgeois national-
ists pointed at the lack of a nu-
clear family structure amongst
oppressed nations, and rested the
conditions of New Afrikans and
Chican@s upon that point.(8) The
absentee father; the drug addicted
mother; the so-called "emascu-
lated" gay man; the gangster
who's "too dumb" to use his para-
sitic gains to transform into a le-
gal capitalist; and the participator
of "loose sex" were seen as the
reasons why New Afrikan/Chi-
can@ youth were pulled into
lumpenization and the foster care
system. Maoists understand that
the superstructure cannot change
the economic base, and the idea
of "superstructure first" will be
fruitless without the overthrow of
capitalism.  Shaming single
mothers, persecuting LGBT
masses, and enabling the capital-
ist instincts of the lumpen class
will not only fail to give us liber-
ation, but will attack the masses
even more.

Socialist Handling of
Unattended Youth

In the Soviet Union, revolu-
tion, counter-revolution, and
world war left millions of or-
phans in Russia commonly re-
ferred to as
"besprizornye" (literally mean-
ing "unattended").(9) Most of
these orphans worked as beggars
while also looking towards odd
jobs such as selling flowers and
cigarettes or hoping to work in
restaurants for scraps. Competi-
tion became more fierce, and
many of these orphans turned to-
wards prostitution and thievery.
(10) Gangs of orphans as large as
groups of 30 came to being; alco-
holism and drug abuse became a
common sight; and STDs, physi-
cal, and mental illness became
com