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Providing What They Can't — Rehab for Releasees
by MIM(Prisons)
February 2022
Shortly after receiving this is‐
sue of Under Lock & Key, a num‐
ber of USW leaders and other
supporters of our work will be re‐
ceiving the first edition of our
Revolutionary 12 Step Program.
This has been in the works for
over a year now and we are ex‐
cited to get it into the hands of
comrades who are ready to im‐
plement the program and provide
feedback.

MIM(Prisons)'s existence.

The Revolutionary 12 Step
Program is a significant advance
for our Serve the People "Re
Lease on Life" Program, which
has been in existence in some
form from the early years of

Drugs and alcohol are a big
part of the problems the people
face. It is estimated that at least
65% of people incarcerated have
a "Substance Use Disorder",
while the number goes up to 85%

Who is it for?
When most of us think of the
12 steps, we think of Alcoholics
Anonymous or a more general
Narcotics Anonymous program.
However, our program takes an
approach similar to a program
called Criminals & Gangmem‐
bers Anonymous to address the
antipeople behavior of the
lumpen class in a more general
way.

Suboxone: Chemical
Warfare on the Oppressed
by Ehecatl of United Struggle
from Within
January 2022
In 2017, MIM(Prisons) pub‐
lished Under Lock & Key #59
which focused on the impact
drugs have on the prison move‐
ment. ULK #59 was particularly
significant to our cause, given the
fact that drugs play a central role
in preventing the lumpen from
developing into a revolutionary
force inside U.$. prisons. As vari‐
ous comrades attested to in that
issue, drugs are poisons that eat
away any potential unity of the
oppressed, by fostering violence
amongst the imprisoned lumpen,
and the bourgeoisification of
those involved in the trade. Also,
discussed in ULK #59 was the
scourge of the synthetic cannibi‐
noid K2 and the rise of opioid use
in prisons at the time. Since then,
another opioid has gained popu‐
larity behind prison walls, mostly
because of its availability; Sub‐
oxone.
In 2020, the California De‐
partment of Corrections and Re‐
habilitation(CDCR) introduced
Suboxone to its 33 prisons as part
of its Integrated Substance Use
Disorder
Treatment(ISUDT).
Suboxone is a medication used to
treat opioid addiction, specifi‐
cally in the detox and withdrawal
stages of care. According to the
San Quentin News, "ISUDT is
touted as the largest inprison
medically assisted treatment pro‐
gram in the nation."(1) CDCR
credits Suboxone with a sharp de‐
cline in overdose deaths in its
prisons since its introduction. But
is there more than meets the eye
to this apparent miracle drug?

What is Suboxone?
Suboxone is a combination
medication containing buprenor‐
phine and naloxone.(2) Subox‐
one is derived from opium, and
was supposedly intended to be a
less addictive alternative to
methodone, morphine, and oxy‐
codone.(3) Though viewed as a
safe alternative to other drugs,
Suboxone can still be deadly
when taken intravenously or in
combination with other drugs and
alcohol. Other side effects are:
• cardiac arrhythmia

if you include all who were under
the influence during the crime
they were convicted of.(1) That's
a lot! As recent understandings of
the brain tell us, the lack of im‐
pulse control that can lead to de‐
structive behaviors is caused by
unhealthy social conditions dur‐
ing childhood.(2) Drug abuse
will often overlap with violence
towards others and other behav‐
ior that is deemed criminal by the
bourgeoisie and by the people as
well. In the longterm, commu‐
nism can eliminate the causes of
these tendencies, but in the mean‐
time we need to address all forms
of antipeople behavior to trans‐
form ourselves from a lumpen
state of being to a revolutionary
proletarian one.
Some people in prison are in‐
nocent. Some broke a law in a
conscious decision — sometimes
even for righteous political rea‐
sons. But the vast majority of you
reading this broke laws through
actions you would have preferred
to not have taken. The vast ma‐
jority of people in prison could
use this program to avoid regret‐
table actions in the future.
All of us have rehabilitation
that we must go through because
we were raised in a sick society.
Ultimately, everyone born in this
oppressive system could benefit
from our Revolutionary 12 Step
Program, but many of you need it
if you ever want to stay out of
prison.

• irregular blood pressure
• respiratory issues
• liver and kidney problems
• constipation
• urinary retention
• sweating
• short term memory issues
• difficulty thinking clearly and
focusing
• impaired coordination
• headache
• nausea and vomiting
• sedation (4)

Where Did Suboxone Come
From?
Suboxone was developed in
the 1970s by Reckitt Benckiser, a
Briti$h company at the behest of
the Amerikan government. At the
time, the United $tates was
searching for a "less addictive"
alternative for patients with opi‐
oid use disorder. After Suboxone
was created, Reckitt Benckiser
shipped the drug to the United
$tates narcotic farm in Lexing‐
ton, Kentucky to be tested on
detoxified addicts. The farm was
also a prison and treatment facil‐
ity as well as the site of the U.$.
government's Addiction
Re‐
search Center.
Continued on page 4...

Why do we need it?
The state, by definition, is run
by the oppressors. In our imperi‐
alist conditions today the oppres‐
sors are the bourgeoisie, the
imperialists, the oppressor na‐
tions — EuroAmerika. The in‐
stitutions of the state will always
serve those interests. In the cur‐
rent system you have law en‐
forcement,
religious
organizations, private prison
companies like Geo Group, and
more smalltime profiteers run‐
ning reentry programs for the
state. None of these serve the in‐
terests of the oppressed.
Today, we don't have the in‐
fluence to abolish these imperial‐
ist institutions, but we do have the
influence to build independent
proletarian institutions. Not only
that, this is part of our central task
today as a movement, "create
public opinion and the indepen‐
dent institutions of the oppressed
to seize power."(3) We discussed
previous independent institutions
of the oppressed in ULK 59 on
drugs.(4) Since
then we've
been

working on developing our own.
One of the lessons we can take
from the practice of our ReLease
on Life Program to date is the
need to address the drive to do
drugs, engage in dangerous sex‐
ual activities, and the temptation
of the thrill of the life of crime.
We must put in its place the thrill
of revolution; of fighting the real
enemy; of building something
new.
Before MIM(Prisons) had a
ReLease on Life Program, we
had one comrade who was one of
our top theoreticians and USW
leaders while in the SHU. Ey was
released from prison and quickly
slipped into alcoholism again. Ey
stayed in touch for the first year,
and then we stopped hearing from
em, and ey never did any political
work on the outside. At that time
MIM(Prisons) had little to offer
this comrade to help em adapt to
life on the outside, and we cer‐
tainly had nothing like a 12 step
program to help em with eir alco‐
holism.
A story that has become too
common is USW members who
are released and never write us for
years. When we finally do hear
back from them it's because they
ended up back in prison. One
such comrade recently explained:
"something I felt lack of was
community. When I left the gates I
went straight to a sober living....
During the time there I worked
and attended A.A. meetings. I
pretty much gave all my attention
to my sobriety and recovery. Si‐
multaneously my career was get‐
ting started. At this time I am
getting myself situated and also
enjoying my freedom, it was a re‐
ally good feeling getting to move
around, good food, and women..."
"I got emotionally attached to a
girl that did not fulfill my needs or
expectations and I became emo‐
tionally unbalanced. All it took
was one instance of drugs to get
high and begin my relapse. All this
was in the lapse of a year. The last
three months was just a chase for
thrills."
"I felt loneliness because for so‐
briety I left everything behind,
friends, places, everything I've
ever done, made and been. Also I
felt a need for thrills, action; that
was my itch for crime. I lost track
of it all and I couldn't find likeminded people."

From the above testimony we
see how sex and romance plays
into this as well. We all know how
common "crimes of passion" are
in our society. Many of us have
done time for them. This comrade
wanted community and felt
lonely, and seemingly tried to
find that in a womyn who maybe
was not in a good state herself, or
maybe just couldn't fill the large
gap in this comrade's life. The
original AA puts god in that gap, a
higher power. Our program puts
the proletariat, the people. We
will all have important individu‐
als in our lives who help us out
and other individuals who set us
back. But we cannot rely on any
one individual to save us, nor to
meet all our needs. One of our
needs is a spiritual need to be a
part of something that gives us
meaning. The bourgeois institu‐
tions offer you job training and
maybe the prospect of a marriage.
But as we see with this comrade's
story, you can attain those things
and still be lonely, still not be on
the path to rehabilitation. That is
why we need an independent in‐
stitution of the oppressed.
Another lesson we can take
from this comrade, and from oth‐
ers, is that success will usually
mean leaving behind a lot, espe‐
cially at first. The easiest way to
go back to prison is to go back to
the same people and places you
were around before you got
locked up. Ultimately, our aim is
not to cut you off from where you
came from like a bourgeois pro‐
gram might do. We must stay
connected to the people, and your
past may offer some such con‐
nections. But those connections
can only be good ones if you ap‐
proach them from a new way of
thinking and being. There must
be a new community that you can
rely on that supports your trans‐
formation into a new socialist
humyn.
Even in the best case scenar‐
ios, the bourgeoisie cannot pro‐
vide the support comrades need
to rehabilitate. However, more
Continued on page 5...
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What is Under Lock & Key?
Under Lock & Key (ULK) is the voice of
the antiimperialist movement within
prisons in the United $tates. It serves
as a forum to develop and promote agi‐
tational campaigns led by MIM(Prisons)
and United Struggle from Within
(USW). It is a free newsletter for prison‐
ers in the United $tates, edited and
published by MIM(Prisons). It is mostly
written and illustrated by USW and
United Front for Peace in Prisons com‐
rades behind bars.
Fighting the injustice system is just one
part of the antiimperialist struggle, and
it is important that comrades do not lose
sight of the connections to the larger
battle. We welcome support and collab‐
oration from those who are focused
only on prison issues, but we also chal‐
lenge them to see the importance of
carrying out their work as part of a
larger antiimperialist strategy.
Our current battles in the United States
are legally permitted. We encourage
prisoners to join these battles while ex‐
plicitly discouraging them from engag‐
ing in any violence or illegal acts.
MIM(Prisons) and its publications ex‐
plicitly oppose the use of armed strug‐
gle at this time in the imperialist
countries (including the United States).

What is United Struggle
from Within?
United Struggle from Within (USW) is a
MIM(Prisons)led mass organization for
former and current U.$. prisoners. USW
is explicitly antiimperialist in leading
campaigns on behalf of U.$. prisoners
in alliance with national liberation strug‐
gles in the United $tates and around
the world. USW won't champion strug‐
gles which are not in the interests of the
international proletariat. It will also not
choose one nation's struggles over
other oppressed nations' struggles.
USW should work independently, but
under the guidance of MIM(Prisons), to
build public opinion and independent
institutions of the oppressed in order to
obtain state power independent of im‐
perialism. Members don't have to agree
with MIM(Prisons)'s six cardinal points,
but they can't consciously disagree with
any of them. See page 12 for campaign
info.

What is AntiImperialist
Prisoner Support?
Launched in 2020, AntiImperialist Pris‐
oner Support (AIPS) is a MIM(Prisons)
led mass organization for those on the
outside who want to support antiimpe‐
rialist prisoner organizing. Specifically,
AIPS members and chapters will pro‐
vide support for existing MIM(Prisons)/
USW projects and help develop and
support local campaigns to meet the
needs of organizers inside.

What is MIM(Prisons)?
The Maoist Internationalist Ministry of
Prisons, or MIM(Prisons), is a cell of
revolutionaries serving the oppressed
masses inside U.$. prisons. We uphold
the revolutionary communist ideology of
MarxismLeninismMaoism and work
from the vantage point of the Third
World proletariat.
Imperialism is the number one enemy
of the majority of the world's people; we
cannot achieve our goal of ending all
oppression without overthrowing impe‐
rialism. History has shown that the im‐
perialists will wage war before they will
allow an end to oppression.
As revolutionary internationalists, we
support the selfdetermination of all na‐
tions and peoples. We support nations
which choose to delink from the imperi‐
alist economy, including the right of the
internal semicolonies to secede from
the United $tates. Today, the U.$.
prison system is a major part of the im‐
perialist state used to prevent the self
determination of oppressed nations. It is
for this reason that we see prisoners in
this country as being at the forefront of
any antiimperialist and revolutionary
movement.
While our organization focuses on pris‐
oner support, we believe that there is a
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dire need for Maoists to do organizing
and educational work in many areas in
the United $tates. We hope people are
inspired by our example around prisons
and apply it to their own work to create
more Maoist cells and broaden the
Maoist movement behind enemy lines.

ALL U.$. citizens are criminals – ac‐
complices and accessories to the
crimes of U.$. oppression globally until
the day U.$. imperialism is overcome.
All U.$. citizens should start from the
point of view that they are reforming
criminals.

MIM(Prisons) expresses general unity
with all other groups and outbreaks
against imperialism; mass movements
against oppression have as many forms
as forms of power. In this spirit, we in‐
sist on telling the uncompromised truth
and discussing and criticizing the strat‐
egy and tactics of any given action.
MIM(Prisons) encourages everyone,
communist or not, to be involved in the
struggle against imperialism. MIM(Pris‐
ons) distinguishes itself from other
groups on the six points below. We con‐
sider other organizations actively up‐
holding these points to be fraternal.

MIM(Prisons) does not advocate that all
prisoners go free today; we have a
more effective program for fighting
crime as was demonstrated in China
prior to the restoration of capitalism
there in 1976. We say that all prisoners
are political prisoners because under
the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, all
imprisonment is substantively political. It
is our responsibility to exert revolution‐
ary leadership and conduct political agi‐
tation
and organization among
prisoners – whose material conditions
make them an overwhelmingly revolu‐
tionary group. Some prisoners should
and will work on selfcriticism under a
future dictatorship of the proletariat in
those cases in which prisoners really
did do something wrong by proletarian
standards.

1. Communism is our goal. Commu‐
nism is a society where no group has
power over any other group.
2. Dictatorship of the proletariat is
necessary. In a dictatorship of the pro‐
letariat the formerly exploited majority
dictates to the minority (who promoted
exploitation) how society is to be run. In
the case of imperialist nations, a Joint
Dictatorship of the Proletariat of the
Oppressed Nations (JDPON) must play
this role where there is no internal pro‐
letariat or significant mass base that fa‐
vors communism.
3. We promote a united front with all
who oppose imperialism. The road to
the JDPON over the imperialist nations
involves uniting all who can be united
against imperialism. We cannot fight
imperialism and fight others who are
engaged in lifeanddeath conflicts with
imperialism at the same time. Even im‐
perialist nation classes can be allies in
the united front under certain condi‐
tions.
4. A parasitic class dominates the
first World countries. As Marx, Engels
and Lenin formulated and MIM
Thought has expanded through materi‐
alist analysis, imperialism extracts su‐
perprofits from the Third World and in
part uses this wealth to buy off whole
populations of socalled workers. These
socalled workers bought off by imperi‐
alism form a new sector of the petty
bourgeoisie called the labor aristocracy;
they are not a vehicle for Maoism.
Those who work in the economic inter‐
ests of the First World labor aristocracy
form the mass base for imperialism's
tightening deathgrip on the Third
World.
5. New bourgeoisies will form under
socialism. Mao led the charge to ex‐
pose the bourgeoisie that developed
within the communist party in the Soviet
Union and the campaign to bombard
the headquarters in his own country of
China. Those experiences demon‐
strated the necessity of continuous rev‐
olution under the dictatorship of the
proletariat. The class struggle does not
end until the state has been abolished
and communism is reached.
6. The Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution in China was the furthest
advancement toward communism in
history. We uphold the Soviet Union
until the death of Stalin in 1953, fol‐
lowed by the People's Republic of
China through 1976, as the best exam‐
ples of modern socialism in practice.
The arrest of the "Gang of Four" in
China and the rise of Khrushchev in the
Soviet Union marked the restoration of
capitalism in those countries. Other ex‐
periments in developing socialism in the
20th century failed to surpass the So‐
viet model (i.e. Albania), or worse,
stayed within the capitalist mode of pro‐
duction, generally due to a failure to
break with the Theory of Productive
Forces.

On Prisons & Prisoners
MIM(Prisons) seeks to build public
opinion against Amerika's criminal in‐
justice system with proletarian justice.
The bourgeois injustice system impris‐
ons and executes a disproportionately
large and growing number of oppressed
people while letting the biggest mass
murderers – the imperialists – roam
free. Imperialism is not opposed to mur‐
der or theft. It only insists that these
crimes be committed in the interest of
the bourgeoisie.

Free Political Books for
Prisoners

OF

P R IS O N S

say about your right to receive mail and
reading materials. You should read this
policy carefully and get a copy for your
file if possible. You can also send us
copies of the rules to post on our web‐
site as a resource for the public.

Austin, Texas 78702
insidebooksproject@gmail.com

2. Find out what the prison's implemen‐
tation of these policies is like. Many
times the policy looks reasonable on
paper, but the prison staff behaves to‐
tally out of line. Ask around.

The basis of any real unity comes from
an agreement on certain key ideas.
This statement does not grant authority
to any party over any other party. We
are mutually accountable to each other
to uphold these points in order to re‐
main active participants in this united
front.

3. To keep our correspondence going,
write to us every 6 months. If you're
writing us regularly and are not getting
any mail from us, there's a problem
with your mail delivery. Do not assume
we are ignoring you.
4. If your correspondence with us is
censored, it is very important that you
keep copies of all the paperwork, (re‐
jection notices, grievances, etc.) and
send us copies of these as well. Often
this is the only way we find out that our
mail has been censored. Once we know
of the censorship, we can work with you
to fight it.

Spread ULK

Our Free Political Books for Prisoners
Program is a Serve the People (STP)
program founded on the model of the
Black Panther Party's Breakfast for
Schoolchildren and other STP pro‐
grams, and on the basis of Mao's em‐
phasis that communists should serve
the people in everything we do. The
purpose of the Free Books for Prisoners
program is to help prisoners turn their
time under lock and key into a time to
develop their politics and build with us
toward the beginnings of a more just
and productive society. We collect and
send out political, legal and historical
books primarily (we also have some
dictionaries and other reference items
that are useful for writers and jailhouse
lawyers). The materials we distribute
are selected to help people study the
conditions under which they are living
and to turn their knowledge into political
organizing.

Let others read the literature we send
you. Talk to potential comrades about
our politics and work, and have them
write in to get put on our mailing list.
Our subscribers (you) play a vital role in
the growth of our mailing list. Remem‐
ber, a subscription is free to U.$. prison‐
ers!

We know that many of our subscribers
lack financial resources, and this should
not be a barrier to education. Because
our purpose is to organize, we expect
that comrades will exchange work for
the books we send. You should write ar‐
ticles for ULK, create revolutionary art,
form study groups with other comrades
and work through the study group to
educate and organize, share our litera‐
ture and expand our mailing list, lead
campaigns against local examples of
oppression, or come up with other ways
to contribute to the struggle. If you can
afford to send donations, and if your fa‐
cility rules allow, sending us stamps is
the best way to donate. We can always
use them to get you more books or to
help other comrades who cannot afford
to pay for their books.

Your address: Please send us as de‐
tailed an address as possible, including
your full legal name, prison and unit
name, prison ID #, street address and
P.O. Box, city, state, and 9digit zip
code. Please check with the mailroom
to make sure you have the correct infor‐
mation.

We can send you a list of specific titles
that we currently have available, but it is
better to request general topic areas or
include substitutions because our stock
is constantly changing. The literature list
also lists prices for the books we send
in if you want to purchase them, but
again, lack of funds will not keep you
from getting literature, but lack of politi‐
cal work will. We ask you to help us
build MIM(Prisons) and United Struggle
from Within through your own work in
exchange for the books. If you would
like to receive books from MIM(Pris‐
ons)'s Free Books for Prisoners pro‐
gram, please let us know the subject
areas you are interested in, and the
work you are doing in exchange.

Fight Censorship
Under Lock & Key, MIM Theory, study
materials, letters, and even books like
dictionaries have been censored by the
state. If your MIM(Prisons) correspon‐
dence is censored, the first thing you
need to know is that you are not alone
in struggling to get your mail and read‐
ing materials. You will need to be pre‐
pared to do the work yourself (making
copies of rejection notices, filing griev‐
ances, sending copies of these docu‐
ments to us), but we can send
instructions on how to do this. In some
cases, we can support your appeals
with letters of our own.
These are some basic steps we recom‐
mend to everyone in prison:
1. Find out now what the prison rules

Administrative Details
Your subscription will be active for 6
months after each time you write to us.
If we do not hear from you for 6 months,
you will be automatically removed from
the mailing list. We recommend writing
to us regularly so you don't lose track of
when to update your subscription. For
people outside of prison, all issues of
ULK, plus additional reports from within
U.$. prisons, are available on the web‐
site www.prisoncensorship.info. If you

would like to become a ULK distrib‐
utor, get in touch.

Releases: Let us know if you are look‐
ing at a (possible) release date in the
next two years. We recently beefed up
our release support, and it includes a lot
of setup while you're still locked up.
Also let us know your expected address
postrelease if you have one. Even if it
is only the address of a relative who you
think will be in the same place for a
while, this could be the difference be‐
tween losing contact and staying in
touch and politically active after you are
released.
Your persynal papers: Do not send us
legal papers that pertain to your case
unless you have checked with us first.
In general, we cannot do anything with
your legal papers as we do not have the
resources to get involved in individuals'
cases. We also cannot return them to
you. Rather than focus on only your
case, we strongly encourage comrades
to write articles about the political impli‐
cations of their situation, and work on
cases that will positively impact the abil‐
ity for prisoners to organize against im‐
perialism and capitalism.
Please do not send us your only copies
of artwork, articles or other writings un‐
less you are certain that you will not
need them in the future. Comrades
have requested that we make copies of
their work and send these copies back.
Doing this takes up time and money
that would otherwise go to filling book
requests, fighting censorship and an‐
swering letters.
Other Resources
PARC provides a free resource guide
for prisoners. Tell them you heard about
them from MIM(Prisons):
Prison Activist Resource Center
PO Box 70447 Oakland, CA 94612
Inside Books Project sends free
books and a resource guide to prison‐
ers in Texas. Inside Books Projects,

3106 E. 14 1/2 Street

United front for Peace in
Prisons  Statement of Prin‐
ciples

PEACE: WE organize to end the need‐
less conflicts and violence within the U.
$. prison environment. The oppressors
use divide and conquer strategies so
that we fight each other instead of
them. We will stand together and de‐
fend ourselves from oppression.
UNITY: WE strive to unite with those
facing the same struggles as us for our
common interests. To maintain unity we
have to keep an open line of networking
and communication, and ensure we ad‐
dress any situation with true facts. This
is needed because of how the pigs uti‐
lize tactics such as rumors, snitches
and fake communications to divide and
keep division among the oppressed.
The pigs see the end of their control
within our unity.
GROWTH: WE recognize the impor‐
tance of education and freedom to grow
in order to build real unity. We support
members within our organization who
leave and embrace other political orga‐
nizations and concepts that are within
the antiimperialist struggle. Everyone
should get in where they fit in. Similarly,
we recognize the right of comrades to
leave our organization if we fail to live
up to the principles and purpose of the
United Front for Peace in Prisons.
INTERNATIONALISM: WE struggle for
the liberation of all oppressed people.
While we are often referred to as "mi‐
norities" in this country, and we often
find those who are in the same boat as
us opposing us, our confidence in
achieving our mission comes from our
unity with all oppressed nations who
represent the vast majority globally. We
cannot liberate ourselves when partici‐
pating in the oppression of other na‐
tions.
INDEPENDENCE: WE build our own
institutions and programs independent
of the United $tates government and all
its branches, right down to the local po‐
lice, because this system does not
serve us. By developing independent
power through these institutions we do
not need to compromise our goals.

How to join the United
Front?
• Study and uphold the five principles
above.
• Send your organization's name and a
statement of unity to MIM(Prisons). Your
statement can explain what the united
front principles mean to your organiza‐
tion, how they relate to your work, why
they are important, etc.
• Develop peace and unity between fac‐
tions where you are at on the basis of
opposing oppression of all prisoners
and oppressed people in general. Cam‐
paign around the September 9 Day of
Peace and Solidarity.
• Send reports on your progress to Un‐
der Lock & Key. Did you develop a
peace treaty or protocol that is working?
Send it in for others to study. Is your
unity based on actions? Send us re‐
ports on the organizing you are doing.
• Keep educating your members. The
more educated your members are, the
more unity you can develop, and the
stronger your organization can become.
Unity comes from the inside out. By
uniting internally, we can better unite
with others as well. Contact MIM(Pris‐
ons) if you need additional materials to
educate your members in history, poli‐
tics and economics.
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KAZAKHSTAN: Spike in Oil Prices
Sparks Mass Uprising
by Plastick of MIM(Prisons)
January 2021
On 2 January 2022, mass
protests raged across the cities of
Kazakhstan in response to the
sharp spike in oil prices. 3,000
Russian paratroopers were called
into the country to quell the upris‐
ing,(1) and 5,800 people were de‐
tained during the unrest with 164
people reported to have been
killed.(2)

A Single Spark in
Zhanaozen
One day before the uprising,
the Kazakh government started
off the new year with a lifting of
the government enforced fuel
price cap. This action doubled the
fuel price of 60 tenge to an aver‐
age of 120 tenge per litre (approx.
U$D $1.06 per gallon). With the
average monthly income of a
minimum wage proletarian being
less than the equivalent of $100 a
month, the rebellious conse‐
quences of an overnight doubling
of fuel prices — in a country with
oil production as its major indus‐
try — isn't surprising.(3)
The beginnings of the upris‐
ing started in the city of
Zhanaozen located in the western
part of the country bordering the
Caspian sea. Protestors blocked
the roads, demanding stabiliza‐
tion of gas prices and prevention
of fuel shortages. Two Akims (the
title of local leaders in provincial,
district, or municipal government
of Kazakhstan) were called by the
demonstrators: Akim Nogaev and
Akim Ibagarov — neither were
brought forth. Instead, acting
leader of the city of Zhanaozen
Akim Baijanov advised the
crowd of protestors to write a
complaint letter to the city admin‐
istration.
Encampments of tents and
protestors numbering in the 100s
popped up in other cities of the
country. Most of these encamp‐
ments were staged on the respec‐
tive city's center squares. The
crowds of encampment expanded
to 1000s, and the demands
chanted shifted from stabilization
of gas prices towards fair elec‐
tions of local leaders. By 4 Janu‐
ary 2022, the biggest city and
former capital of Kazakhstan, Al‐
maty, had 1,000 protestors in the
centre of the city. Police tactics of
stun grenades and tear gas were
used against the demonstrators,
and the president declared a state
of emergency. The country faced
a mass internet outage; the
mayor's office of Almaty was
stormed and set ablaze; and loca‐
tions of firearms were seized by
protestors.
On the 6th of January, dozens
of protestors alongside 12 Almaty
police officers were reported to
be killed with one officer who
was found beheaded.(4) Mass
"looting" and burning of govern‐
ment buildings occurred with
2,298 people having been ar‐
rested for partaking in the protest.
On the same morning, 3,000 Rus‐
sian troops were sent from Mos‐
cow after president Tokayev of
Kazakhstan made a "formal" re‐
quest of assistance.(5) At this
point in the uprising the police
and the army of Kazakhstan were
given "shoot to kill" orders.(6)
After days of gunfire and burn‐
ing, the Interior Ministry of
Kazakhstan has claimed 175 mil‐
lion Euros in property damage;
160 people dead; and 5,000 ar‐
rested.(7)

Soviet Revisionism's

Legacy in Kazakhstan
Approximately 100 years be‐
fore the masses were on the
streets rebelling against a corrupt
and despotic bourgeois dictator‐
ship, Kazakhstan was facing im‐
mense amounts of transformation
as the nation — like many of the
colonial or semicolonial nations
at the time — were entering the
world of modern capitalismim‐
perialism. In the early 1900s,
Kazakhstan faced settlercolo‐
nialism and imperialist rule by the
czarist government. During the
19th century to the first third of
the 20th century, Kazakhstan was
settling around 400,000 Russians.
Resentment against colonial rule,
and competition of land with for‐
eign settlers in a semifeudal
country resulted in various re‐
volts.
Three years after the czarist
government fell and Russia be‐
came the first proletarian dicta‐
torship on a countrywide scale;
Kazakhstan came under socialist
rule in 1920. Through the war
against fascism, Kazakhstan saw
industrialization but mostly still
stayed an agricultural economy.
After the war, with Stalin's death
in 1953 and the restoration of
capitalism in the USSR by
Khrushchev, Kazakhstan also en‐
ters a new period in history.
The "virgin lands campaign"
by Khrushchev would transform
Kazakhstan into a major grain
producer for the Soviet Union.
Transformation of smaller and
weaker nations under the control
of the Soviet socialimperialism
into monolithic agricultural hubs
for Russia was often the fate of
recently liberated countries.
Cuba, for example, became the
major sugar producer for the
USSR. With further bureaucrati‐
zation of the republic's govern‐
ment into the hands of the
socialimperialists of Moscow,
Kazakhs became a minority in
Kazakhstan by 1959 making up
only 30% of the country.
With further weakening of the
revisionist Soviet state, the bu‐
reaucratic statecapitalist govern‐
ment of Kazakhstan would
declare independence on 16 De‐
cember 1991. It was the last So‐
viet
republic
to
declare
independence. Ten days later, the
USSR itself would no longer exist
and turned into the Russian Fed‐
eration. The revisionist bureau‐
crats governing Kazakhstan
would become the leaders of the
new and liberalized economy.
The Kazakh masses would enter a
new period of industrial exploita‐
tion.
In 2011, proletarian workers
of the oil fields in Zhanaozen (the
same city which sparked the up‐
rising this January of 2022)
would form a strike for better
wages and working conditions.
The state oil company fired 1,000
of these workers and the strike
was declared illegal by the local
courts. The protest went on with
furthering of demands such as in‐
dependent
political
parties
formed by workers free from the
government — similar to our own
work of building independent in‐
stitutions within U.$. prisons. On
the 16th of January, the police
opened fire at protestors, killing
11.

Revisionist Geopolitics vs
Internationalism
With the quelling of January
2022, Russian president Vladimir
Putin described the new year's

event as a "foreign backed terror‐
ist uprising."(8) The president of
China, Xi Jinping, expressed that
"China opposes external forces
triggering unrest in Kaza‐
khstan."(9) With the socialimpe‐
rialist Chinese "Communist"
Party and the imperialist Russian
Federation being the great hope
of revisionists and socialchau‐
vinists around the world; many
revisionists express this senti‐
ment that all mass uprisings in the
Third World against Russian or
Chinese friendly governments
are a ploy from external forces.
When it was socialist, China
called for a relentless criticism of
revisionism and for rebellion
against reactionaries. Since 1976,
the Chinese Communist Party has
promoted unprincipled peace and
"stability" indicating how much
the colors have turned in the for‐
mer socialist republic. As
Maoists, we recognize that inter‐
nal contradictions are always the
impetus of change as external
contradictions are the basis of
how that change and movement
is played out. Even if the first
stone cast in Kazakhstan was
from the hands of a covert CIA
spy — or an "Islamic radical" as
Kazakhstan's government would
state — the fact that there was a
prairie fire for a single spark to
start in the first place reveals
much in regards to the objective
conditions of Kazakhstan's polit‐
ical economy and the subjective
forces of the masses of Kaza‐
khstan. Unless the revisionists
claim that every single protestor
was a nonKazakh foreign spy,
this claim is idealist and meta‐
physical. A real internationalist
political line would be the recog‐
nition of the people of Kaza‐
khstan as friends against world
imperialism and part of the
world's people. Our line in the
imperialist countries must also
be able to combat the militarism
and meddling of our respective
imperialist governments. ■
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Hisham Abu Hawash breaking hunger strike on day 141

PALESTINE: Revolutionary
Nationalist Prisoner
Reaches Agreement In 140
day Hunger Strike
by Plastick of MIM(Prisons)
January 2022
On 28 December 2021,
Hisham Abu Hawash of the Is‐
lamic Jihad Movement in Pales‐
tine has gained a victory against
I$rael's
counterrevolutionary
'administrative detention' policy.
Hawash's lawyer, Jawad Boulos,
has stated that I$rael pledged for
Hawsah's release on 26 February
2022 and therefore the hunger
strike will end.(1)
Hawsah is a 40yearold fa‐
ther of 5 and a member of the Is‐
lamic Jihad Movement in
Palestine. He is among several
Palestinian revolutionaries wag‐
ing a hunger strike in protest of
I$rael's unjust policy, which
locks up Palestinians without due
trial. He has faced 8 years impris‐
oned with 4 of those years under
administrative detention.(2)
The Islamic Jihad Movement
in Palestine (PIJ) rightfully
threatened counterattacks if
Hawsah ever died in custody.(3)
Palestinians across the occu‐
pied land have gone in protests
supporting the strikers. One
protest in the West Bank city of
Ramallah, on 6 January 2022, in‐
cluded signs which read: "Those
starving behind bars feed the uni‐
verse with dignity" — a slogan
we extend to hunger strikers not
only in Palestine but across the
world.(4)

The Reactionary Policy of
Administrative Detention
Administrative detention is a
form of arrest or imprisonment
done without trial — usually for
issues of "terrorism" or rebellion.
Many imperialist countries use
the tactic of administrative deten‐
tion.(5) In the United $tates for

example, around 182,869 mi‐
grants from the Third World were
held in detention centers through
this method in 2020.(6) Despite
the more advanced and devel‐
oped contradictions between
I$rael and Palestine, compared to
oppressed nations in the United
$tates and EuroAmerika, I$rael
held a mere 1,595 Palestinians in
administrative detentions the
following year. Amerika has truly
earned the title "Big Satan" in
contrast to I$rael's "Little Satan"
status on this front.(7) The ad‐
ministrative detention policy of
the I$raelis work through the ar‐
rest and detention of Palestinian
revolutionaries and activists. The
idealists arguing for I$rael will
say that administrative detention
has been applied to I$raelis as
well — notably, against ultra
chauvinist zionist terrorists and
unruly settlers. Throughout the
years, only 9 I$raelis were held in
administrative detention; Pales‐
tinians and Arabs number in the
thousands.(8) Any sober minded
person and materialist will be
able to recognize that the excep‐
tion proves the rule in this case
like so many often times. ■
DOWN WITH ADMINISTRA‐
TIVE DETENTION!
THOSE STARVING BEHIND
BARS FEED THE WORLD’S
DIGNITY
Notes:
1. Joseph Krauss, "Palestinian prisoner ends
hunger strike in deal with Israel" Associated
Press, January 4th 2022
2. Ibid.
3. Ibid.
4. Ibid.
5. "Israel’s Policy of Administrative Detention,"
European Parliament
6. "United States Immigration Detention Pro‐
file," Global Detention Project
7. "Prisoners society: Israel issued 1,595 ad‐
ministrative detention orders against Palestini‐
ans in 2021," Press TV
8. "Stop Administrative Detention," Prisoner
Support Human Rights Association

AFGHANISTAN: Occupation was about Resource Extraction
by a Colorado prisoner
December 2021
The latest issue of ULK (#75)
was very informative. The article
on Afghanistan was a good re‐
view of many of the issues.
One you did not mention and
that is one of the reasons that
China is sending money is that of
the mineral resources of the
country.
About 8 years ago I had a
teacher who applied to work as an
analyst for the CIA. As part of his
application he did a report on
Afghanistan. He found out why
the U.$. invaded the country.
There are large deposits of copper

and lithium ore. The U.$. soldiers
were to protect the Chinese work‐
ers who were building the railway
that would transport the ore into
China for processing.
Just like Spain, France, etc. in
the 16th and 17th centuries, the U.
$. government was in another
country to steal its natural re‐
sources.
MIM(Prisons) responds: Cer‐
tainly, natural resources continue
to be a major impetus for imperi‐
alist foreign policy and war. The
gas lines through the Caspian Sea
were also a key concern in the re‐
gion at the time.

Your description of the roles
of the Amerikans and Chinese in
Afghanistan is emblematic of the
relationship between the two
countries ever since the capitalist
roaders took over in China in
1976. Today contradictions have
heightened as Chinese capital has
become more developed and
therefore needs to exert its inter‐
ests independent of the United
$tates. Meanwhile the Amerikans
have begun looking at bringing
production and supply chains of
basic goods a little closer to home
after becoming dependent on the
labor of Chinese proletarians.
These contradictions playing out
demonstrate why interimperial‐
ist conflict is the rule. ■
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M A O IS T I N T E R N AT IO N A L IS T M IN IS T RY O F P R IS O N S
when the CIA was ex‐
... Suboxone: Chemical Warfare on the Oppressed headlines
posed for selling firearms to

It was at the Addiction Re‐
search Center that the govern‐
ment discovered just how
addictive Suboxone could be, yet
it was still marketed as a useful
tool to combat addiction. Origi‐
nally the doctors prescribing the
drug had to hold special licenses
and undergo special training.
However, the government loos‐
ened its restrictions in response to
the number of opioid associated
deaths. Since then, Suboxone has
raked in billions of dollars for
pharmaceutical companies and
millions more for the addiction
treatment sector that sprang up in
its wake.(5) Yet, there have been
100,000 overdose deaths attrib‐
uted to opioids in the last 12
months.(6) Those same doctors
trained by the government have
also been found to be some of the
most unscrupulous predators
around.(7) As such, it was per‐
plexing to many that the CDCR
would provide such a highly ad‐
dictive drug with such potential
for abuse at a time when most
prison addicts had already
detoxed and gone through with‐
drawals, thanks to the statewide
prison lockdown in response to
the COVID19 pandemic.

Mexican cartels as a means of
keeping the Mexican government
destabilized and the Mexican
people from fighting their op‐
pressors. The last thing the U.$.
wants is a neocolonial country
on their doorstep that is
independent
and
self
determined.

Drugs are Chemical
Weapons
The use of drugs as part of a
larger strategy of unconventional
warfare dates back to the 16th
century when Europeans created
the drug trade to finance the ex‐
pansion of their empires and the
rise of industrial capitalism.(8)
One of the most infamous exam‐
ples of this was the Briti$h East
India Company's use of opium to
subdue China and bring it into its
sphere of influence by creating a
nation of addicts. While the Por‐
tuguese and Dutch were the first
to popularize opium smoking in
China, it was the Briti$h who
took full advantage of this. When
the Chinese realized what was
happening, they attempted to ban
all foreign ships from entry and
close their ports. The Briti$h
claimed the Chinese were block‐
ing their access to Chinese mar‐
kets, and used this as a pretext to
launch the first of two opium
wars. By 1900, 27% of all adult
males in China were addicted to
smoking opium and China was
forced to cede Hong Kong to the
Briti$h.(9) This chapter in Chi‐
nese history marked the begin‐
ning of what Mao Zedong called
China's dark night of slavery to
the west.

In a critique of Hegel's Philos‐
ophy of Right, Karl Marx ex‐
plained how religion had
hystorically been urged to drug
people much in the same ways the
bourgeois uses actual drugs to‐
day:

The Problem as We Under‐
stand It
If the imperialists really
wanted to they could shut down
the drug trade, but that runs
counter to their interests. Addic‐
tion defines capitalist society. Ad‐
diction lies at the center of supply
and demand economics and is
what drives the anarchy of pro‐
duction. From cell phones, to
soap operas, to opioids and
methamphetamines,
everyone
living in a capitalist society is ad‐
dicted to something. Addiction in
capitalist society is encouraged as
a means to realizing profit; but
also as a way to keep people in
general, and the masses in partic‐
ular, distracted and unable to rise
up against oppression. Nowhere
is this seen better than in the re‐
cent hystory of the oppressed na‐
tions.

tiated by the CIA in the 1950s
along with the Briti$h MI6, their
sometimes collaborators. This top
secret project involved using
drugs and the media to attack and
discredit Amerika's political ene‐
mies.

Lysergic Acid Diethylamide
(LSD), or just simply "acid" for
short, became the drug of choice
for the CIA at this time. LSD was
created by Albert Hoffman, a
Nazi collaborator working for the
Swiss IG Farben. Starting in the
1950s, the CIA began producing
their own acid in "tonnage quan‐
tities" after asking pharmaceuti‐
cal giant Eli Lilly to synthesize
Hoffman's formula. This was part
of the CIA's larger plan to dose
the water supply of the Soviet
Union. The CIA knew for them‐
selves the effects of LSD as they
tested the drugs on prisoners at
the same facility in Lexington,
Kentucky that Suboxone was
tested at twenty years later! Here,
It was around this same time prisoners were kept tripping for
that alcohol was used by 77 days straight as part of Project
Amerikkkans to
Artichoke which
"it was perplexing to many
facilitate the geno‐
was one of many
that the CDCR would
cide of First Na‐
programs under
provide such a highly
tions people and
the umbrella of
addictive drug with such
the theft of their
potential for abuse at a
Project MKUltra.
land. This period
time when most prison
(12)
also marks the
addicts had already
first recorded use detoxed and gone through
The connec‐
of
biological withdrawals, thanks to the tion between the
weapons, when statewide prison lockdown development of
the U.$. Army
in response to the COVIDSuboxone,
the
19 pandemic."
used smallpox in‐
CIA and Acid's
fected blankets to
early days are
decimate natives and clear the alarming given the fact that Sub‐
land for white settlers. Together, oxone was introduced to Califor‐
these acts of savagery resulted in nia prisons at a time of heightened
the extermination of 98% of peo‐ political consciousness amongst
ple indigenous to what is today prisoners, an economic recession,
the United $tates and the worst a rise in white nationalism, Black
genocide in humyn hystory.(10) Lives Matter protests, a statewide
Events similar to these played out no visiting lockdown, and the ten
in Africa, Asia, and the Americas. year anniversary of prison hunger
(11)
strikes that rocked CDCR and
produced ripple effects across
During the 20th century, the Amerikkka's gulags. Thus, it was
Briti$h and Amerikkkan imperi‐ certainly in the interests of the
alists developed more sophisti‐ imperialists to suppress the germs
cated means with which to of any potential organizing
subdue the oppressed nations. amongst the oppressed lumpen.
Project MKUltra is one such ex‐
ample. Project MKUltra was ini‐
And although the CIA's plans

with respect to the Soviet Union
never came to fruition, they did
use LSD to attack the political en‐
emies of the Amerikan bour‐
geoisie.
Outspoken
college
professors critical of the U.$., po‐
litical activists, communists, gov‐
ernment whistleblowers and
their families all fell victim to
LSD and were publicly discred‐
ited.(13)

"Religious suffering is at one
and the same time the expres‐
sion of real suffering and a
protest against real suffering.
Religion is the sigh of the op‐
pressed creature, the heart of a
heartless world, and the soul of
soulless conditions. It is the
opium of the people."(18)

Marx was writing at a time of
the industrial revolution when the
"miracle" of capitalism was creat‐
ing advancements in humyn hys‐
As the antiimperialist move‐ tory never before seen. However,
ment gained traction both outside it was also creating grinding op‐
and inside of U.$. borders, the use pression and poverty previously
of LSD and other chemical unknown. Capitalism also pro‐
weapons
was
expanded. moted ideas of individualism,
Throughout the 1970s heroin be‐ selfcenteredness, greed, and ex‐
came part and parcel to the fight ceptionalism, some of the worst
against New Afrikan, Chican@, qualities in humyn behavior, and
and First Nations national libera‐ expanding them to include entire
tion movements. Asianproduced populations, most pointedly in the
opium also became critical to U. labor aristocracy. All this com‐
$. imperialism's war against Viet‐ bined led to lives full of misery
nam. Drug money was used to and desperation for the masses.
help facilitate the creation of Tai‐ Lives in which the only solace
wan as a U.$. ally
was that of an af‐
"The CIA tested LSD on
against
Maoist
terlife. And while
prisoners at the same
China prior to
religion continues
facility in Lexington,
these events.(14)
to act as a smoke‐
Kentucky that Suboxone
Methadone too was tested at twenty years screen in the op‐
was linked to the
pression of the
later!"
opioid problem in
masses, the use of
New York City in the 1970s. drugs has proved indispensable.
Methadone as "maintenance
Today the root causes of op‐
treatment" for heroin addicts was
funded by the Rockefeller Pro‐ pression can be better traced to
gram.(15) The Rockefellers have nation, class, and gender contra‐
also been implicated in Nazi dictions which have completely
atrocities, the red scare media warped the way people interact
on both a macro and micro level.
campaigns, and CIA operations.
The root causes of addiction are
The 1980s brought us the much the same.
IranContra scandal responsible
In regards to religious suffer‐
for the introduction of crackco‐
caine into the ghettos and barrios ing, Marx knew better than to
of the United $tates. Again, the simply call for the abolition of
CIA was found to be at the heart religon. Instead, he realized that it
of these dirty wars which in‐ was the conditions that led to reli‐
volved the use of Iranian money gious suffering themselves that
to buy Amerikan guns. Money needed to be abolished. Other‐
from the Iranians was then use to wise, some other new feel good
buy cocaine from Colombia for belief would come to fill the void
sale in the United $tates. left by religion, and the oppres‐
Amerikan drug money was then sive system itself would remain in
recirculated to fund counterrev‐ its place:
olutionaries in Nicaragua fighting
"The abolition of religion as the
the leftist Sandinistas.(17)
More recently, Operation Fast
and Furious made international

illusory happiness of the people is
the demand for their real happi‐
ness. To call on them to give up
their illusions about their condi‐

tions is to call on them to give up a
condition that requires illusion.
The criticism of religion is there‐
fore in embryo the criticism of
that vale of tears of which religion
is the halo."(19)

In other words, religion sanc‐
tified capitalism and helped make
it tolerable for the oppressed.
Drugs play a similar role in to‐
day's culture. If one is high all the
time than ey does not think about
the many years ey have to spend
in prison. One does not have to
deal with the fact that ey made a
decision that impacted countless
lives because of eir parasitic be‐
havior. The use of drugs allows
one to cope with the impact na‐
tion, class, and gender contradic‐
tions have had on em through
intergenerational trauma, all the
while keeping them unable to un‐
derstand how the three strands of
oppression manifest through that
trauma.
We encourage people to get
drug free and stay that way, but
this requires more than the status
quo in addiction treatment, which
only teaches how to better cope
with the trauma of imperialism.
We encourage comrades to go
further and destroy the conditions
that require illusions. We encour‐
age comrades to take up revolu‐
tion.
MIM(Prisons) adds: We will be
doing a followup on this article
with the results of our second sur‐
vey on drugs in prisons found in
ULK 75. We are still collecting
and aggregating your responses.
Let us know if you need a survey
and please send responses by
March 20th.
We know the state is opposed to
our efforts to expose and combat
the plague of drug addiction
among
imprisoned
lumpen.
Branchville Correctional Facility
in Indiana censored ULK 75 cit‐
ing:
"denied based on the article
about Suboxone, and the common
drug slang terms and sale infor‐
mation used in one of the articles.
The items in the article violate
IDOC/BCF policies."

The drug sale information of
course was that the C.O.s were
selling it. See "Targeted as Men‐
tally Ill for Honesty & Not Partic‐
ipating in Staff Drug Running"
and "Retaliation for Writing On
Drug Smuggling" (next page) for
more on repression of those who
don't play the drug game. ■
Notes:
1. San Quentin News, September 2021, Pg. 8.
2. 5 Myths About Using Suboxone, Peter
Greenspan MD, October 7, 2021
3. Extended Suboxone Treatment Substantially
Improves Outcomes for Opioid Addicted Youth,
November 4, 2008
4. Suboxone vs Methodone: Positives and Neg‐
atives, Avatar, May 21, 2021
5. Addiction Treatment with a Dark Side, New
York Times, 2013
6. Amanpour & Co, PBS, December 7, 2021
7. Addiction Treatment with a Dark Side, New
York Times, 2013
8. Drugs As Weapons Against Us: The CIA's
Murderous Targeting of SDS, Panthers, Hen‐
drix, Lennon, Cobain, Tupac, and Other Ac‐
tivists, John L. Potash, Trine Day LLC, 2015, Pg
7-9
9. Ibid, pg 10
10. J. Sakai, 1989, Settlers: Mythology of the
White Proletariat, 3rd Edition, Morningstar
Press, p. 7. Sakai cites 200-300,000 native peo‐
ple remaining by 1900, of an estimated 10 mil‐
lion people before colonization.
11. Drugs as Weapons Against Us, Pg 10
12. Ibid, Pg 29-30
13. Ibid, Pg 31-36
14. Ibid, Pg 45-51
15. Under Lock & Key, Issue 59, Pg 5, 2017
16. Drugs as Weapons Against Us, Pg 13-14
17. Ibid, Pg 279-285
18. Karl Marx, 1843, Introduction to "A Contri‐
bution to the Critique of Hegel's Philosophy of
Right."
19. A Critique of Hegel's Philosophy of Right,
Karl Marx

FIGHT FOR YOUR HEALTH
Everyone should wear a mask.
You should not be forced into close
proximity of people outside your cell.
Everyone needs access to soap &
water or hand sanitizer at all times.
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What Are Prisons For? Should we send
Rittenhouse and the McMichaels there?
by USW36 of United Struggle
from Within
January 2022
Sadly far too many people
who should know better believe
that a sign of "equal justice"
would be if Kyle Rittenhouse was
housed in the empty cell down the
tier from me. Additionally far too
many people actually felt and ar‐
gued that a sign of the system
working was the guilty verdict
given to the McMichaels for
killing Ahmaud Arbery. However
i wonder what exactly such peo‐
ple believe happens when these
people are in fact placed into
prison. Do people believe these
people would share the same ex‐
periences as someone from the
semicolonies? Do they believe
these people will be subjected to
the same level of brutality from
the state or its representatives?
Do they believe this is "rehabili‐
tation"?
i've even heard far too many
people state that these people
should not even be given bour‐
geois rights while going through
the courts. Such people obviously
believe in amerikkkan "democ‐
racy" and only aim to put and
keep their people in power
specifically through the Demo‐
cratic Party where they can use
the levers of bourgeois civil soci‐
ety to dominate(1) the Republi‐
can Party. This is vengeance
against the Amerikan bour‐
geoisie's political party by an‐
other  not justice and definitely
not revolutionary. We should
condemn this at every turn.
2020 was lost because spon‐
taneity dominated instead of ac‐
tual consciousness. Lenin stated
in 1900 that the "spontaneity of
the masses demands a high con‐
sciousness from us." Another ob‐
vious failure was the failure of
analysis of what amerikkka's cap‐
italismimperialism is and who
her citizens are and their relation‐
ship to this specific form of late
capitalismimperialism. Had this
been done there would've been
less talk of trying to stuff a true
history lesson down the settler
colonist throats as if this would
make them see the light and in‐
stead teaching this history to New
Afrikans, First Nations, Raza,
API and receptive whites with an
emphasis on selfdetermination
struggles, selfreliance, antiim‐
perialism and internationalism. A
proper class analysis would've
concluded there's no real opposi‐
tion to capitalismimperialism (in
2020) and most amerikans bene‐
fit from this system. The people
protesting, thinking pigs would
be or should be neutral, while
their system was under attack;
that they would not welcome vig‐
ilantes and even thank them were
... Continued from p. 1

foolish. If any one was surprised
at all by how that night played
out, regardless of the Rittenhouse
verdict, they need to go back to
the ABC's of amerikkkan history
(maybe Critical Race Theory
would've helped them).
Not only should we not root
for U$A injustice system even
against our enemies(2), we
should denounce bourgeois crim‐
inal behavior, not just gangster‐
ism but even in protests. We are
not terrorists nor do we believe in
focoism or anarchy. We advocate
revolutionary consciousness. We
do not lead the people to slaugh‐
ter. We gather forces or at least
sympathy for revolution.
What are prisons for? We
know all too well about the
schooltoprisonpipeline
and
who this is designed for. We know
we are considered surpluspopu‐
lation and prison acts as a social
tool to keep idle people idle. We
also know that amerikkkans are
infatuated with law and order
(and punishment). We know
amerikkkans rest assured when
its carceral system locks people
away for 40 or 50 years for what‐
ever crime...we know amerikkka
does not bat an eye at such
abuses. In fact immediately after
Rittenhouse's GoFundMe page
successfully got him acquitted
Vice President Harris professed
her role as topcop in California
was to make the system more
"equitable" and his acquittal
means there's obviously "more
work to be done". Again, but
what are prisons for? Rittenhouse
should go inside a box (for obvi‐
ously many, many years), get old
and then be judged (by a specific
faction of the bourgeois dictator‐
ship  the democrats**) to see if
it's enough years gone by. This is
the only purpose prison in bour‐
geois society serves so what kind
of people advocate such a thing?
Even in prison it's not well
known what prison is used for.
Not only that, even in prison
bourgeois mentality is prevalent
and ubiquitous... We sit in cages
like animals. We are psychologi‐
cally tortured, sexually humili‐
ated, manipulated and harassed.
We must fight for outside contact,
safety, humanity and freedom but
a majority of captives sit around
in their assigned boxes and liter‐
ally direct their anger and future
violence at other captives. Not
just that but rebellion against our
circumstances and capture is far
too often shunned. Revolution
even in hell isn't automatic. Bour‐
geois society will go down as the
most adaptable. When almost ev‐
eryone has a price how could it
not?

When i hear "lock em up" or
that "justice" was served i know
for sure i'm in the midst of ene‐
mies. i know such people deep
down believe i'm exactly where i
should be. Revolutionaries can‐
not parrot Jesse Jackson, Alicia
Garza, Amy Goodman or anyone
else's call to "lock em up." Let's
leave that to Trump and Clinton
and all the other enemies of the
revolution. Instead let's learn how
to protect each other starting with
a proper class analysis. True po‐
litical consciousness going into
2022 must start from the empire's
utter success in buying off all but
a small percent of its population
and the knowledge that this de‐
mand and lameass attempt to
take over the bourgeois system
"from the inside" with this pro
police imperialism, proFBI so‐
cialism, antirevolution revolu‐
tionaries is worse than a joke.
Salutes to TX Team One,
FPC, Republic of Aztlán, and the
entire USW,
NA Struggle RL NAIM CA
MLM
Notes:
1. Obviously if this had the potential to advance
anti-imperialism in any way it is to be consid‐
ered but we will not first exploit internal contra‐
dictions between the capitalist then as a
response to this build our forces. No, there must
first be a revolutionary force to galvanize other‐
wise it's just more imperialism and pro-imperi‐
alism.
2. It would have to be Democrats because Re‐
publicans believe this was just.

MIM(Prisons) responds: We
agree with this comrade's focus
on building our forces, building
antiimperialism, building move‐
ments for selfdetermination. As
we say on page 2 of every Under
Lock & Key, we have a different
solution to the bourgeois prison
system and that is proletarian jus‐
tice. We distribute the book Pris‐
oners of Liberation about
Amerikan spies in a Chinese so‐
cialist prison that we use as a
starting point for how prisons can
be used to serve the people and
give everyone the resources to re‐
form and contribute positively to
society.
But implementing propeople
rehabilitation on a mass scale is a
ways off for us in this country.
And we agree with our comrade
here that these calls for "justice"
are the battlefield of bourgeois
politicians. If Rittenhouse was
given a long prison term, that
would only increase the chances
of him becoming the Nazi that he
has been branded already in the
media; an indication of what
these bourgeois prisons actually
do. There are class enemies, and
both sides will use force against
their class enemies. But we must
first build proletarian institutions,
before we can implement prole‐
tarian justice. ■

... Rehab for Releasees

often you do not end up in the best case sce‐
nario in this system as one comrade de‐
scribes:
"I spent 6 years in the Drug Court program
in York, PA, where a predatory judiciary, lo‐
cal bar, probation department (teamsters
union) and suck ass ex-junkies prey on the
weak and pile them 3 and 4 men to a room in
some old crack house and charge them $500
per month rent plus a $500 deposit, which
they would lose when they relapsed (95%)
and went back to jail.
"Bless his wife-murdering heart. Bob
Allen's (Life's Beacon House) means well
and has the nicest of these houses but we can
do better. The "group homes" or "recovery
houses" have 3-4 month waiting lists and so
do the rehabs, which county dollars are 95%
of their $1000/day business. These houses
are 501(c)(3) non-profits and if you start a
business to employ the guys that live in these
houses, it can operate non-profit too."

Next Steps
As we said, the Revolutionary 12 Step
Program should address something that our
ReLease on Life Program has been lacking
for so long. But to do so, the program must
be actualized. Here are some 3year goals
we have related to actualizing this program:
• build a broader network of local contacts
across the country so comrades can get
more handson training and support from
other communists
• establish a revolutionary 12step pro‐
gram, run by released comrades, where
others can stay and immerse themselves
in the program
• establish satellite programs in prisons
across the country that report to the pro‐
gram on the street, learning from each
others' experience and feeding releasees
into the street program

Targeted as Mentally Ill for
Honesty & Not Participating
in Staff Drug Running
by a California prisoner
November 2021
I have done it again. I have
earned myself a mental health re‐
ferral from a C.O. for the 2nd
time in 1 year. Both times for
simply speaking the truth. Appar‐
ently, C.O.s are so blinded by lies
that they interpret the truth as
some sort of mental illness.
So last week I was being es‐
corted to medical by a C.O. and
do not remember the topic of
conversation but I remember the
statement I made that earned me a
mental health referral. I said to
the C.O., "Out of all the 1000s of
inmates at this prison, not one of
them has ever kidnapped a per‐
son and held them in a cage for a
whole lifetime. That is real evil
and only the government is guilty
of that kind of evil."
Of course, he had no reply.
One week passes and I get a
ducket yesterday for mental
health(M.H.). My first thought is,
"what is this, I have not submitted
any request?" But then I look at
the date of referral on the ducket
(last Wednesday) and I remember
the only thing that happened last
Wednesday is my statement of
blame to said C.O. and now it is
clear why I have this mental
health referral.

This is the 2nd time I have
earned a M.H. referral under this
circumstance. Earlier this year
there was a campaign to remove
me from 5 Block. Some of the
C.O.s there were bringing drugs
in for 1 of the inmates. This in‐
mate did not trust me because he
knew I do not agree with that life‐
style, and so he was asking the
C.O.s to kick me out of the Block.
I did not snitch; really I couldn't
care less about what corrupt
C.O.s and gangbangers do, but
they were afraid of my honest
lifestyle choice, and so they tried
their hardest to remove me, and
they failed in that.
Well, one day as I was enter‐
ing the Block the tower cop
stopped me and asked me why
some of the C.O.s had such a
problem with me. I simply told
him the truth. I said, "No, I am not
doing anything wrong but if some
C.O.s are collaborating with
gangsters then that is something
that should be looked at, so stop
looking at me as though I am the
problem." The following week I
received a ducket for mental
health. The truth was interpreted
as a mental illness, so I have dis‐
covered that when C.O.s are con‐
fronted with truth, they tend to
attack it. I think this phenomenon
Continued on page 11...

Retaliation for Writing
On Drug Smuggling
by a Texas prisoner
October 2021
Greetings & Respects Com‐
rades,
I been wanting to write this
letter for about a year now. Soci‐
ety needs to be aware of what's
really going on behind the walls
of prison. On March of 2020 I
wrote an article that was printed
on the pages of your newsletter. It
was called "TDCJ: Your staff are
bringing in the drugs, and it must
stop" (see ULK 73). Since the
print of the article, I've become a
target of harassment and retalia‐
tion. Administration and C/O's
here at Coffield Unit are a part of
a Good Ol' boy system that use
these types of methods, to make
the prisoner pay when the truth is
being exposed.
A shakedown team was put
together by Warden Garcia.
When the team comes across a
prisoner, who refuses to be ex‐
torted for information (some‐
thing that can place the prisoner's
life in danger), they will harass/
retaliate, even falsify government
records, in order to place the pris‐

Clearly this will require the participation
of many of you to succeed. We need com‐
rades on the outside to volunteer to be sup‐
port people or sponsors for our comrades
who are released. Even if you can't admin‐
ister the 12 steps, giving them someone
to talk to and organize with on a daily ba‐
sis will be important.
We need comrades on the inside to
begin implementing this program lo‐
cally. Ideal candidates will have success‐
fully gone through the 12 step program
themselves and MIM(Prisons) political
study courses. And finally, we need sim‐
ilar people on the outside to run our pro‐
gram for postrelease. If you think you
can play any of these roles, get in touch
so we can start building. ■
Notes:
1. Center on Addiction, Behind Bars II: Substance Abuse
and America’s Prison Population, February 2010
2. Burke-Harris, Nadine, 2018, The Deepest Well: Heal‐
ing the Long-term Effects of Childhood Adversity,

oner in the worst part of the
prison as a form of punishment
for not cooperating. It happened
to me, and I will go into detail
later in the letter.
There wouldn't be drugs or
cellphones in prison, if corrupt C/
O's didn't bring them. Can pris‐
oners just walk out of prison,
score drugs, take a detour by Wal
Mart, pick up a couple of cell‐
phones, then return to prison?
How is it that this type of contra‐
band finds itself inside prisons?
Governor Greg Abbott needs to
answer these questions. Since the
last article, nothing has changed.
A constant flow of K2 (a drug
laced with roach spray), Meth,
Cocaine, Heroin, pills and cell‐
phones, flow through the prison.
In 29 years of my confinement,
I've seen my share of things but
nothing like whats going on to‐
day, in the prison system.
Eighty percent (80%) of
young people in prison are terri‐
bly addicted to drugs, that C/O's
bring in. The only difference be‐
tween correctional officers and
prisoners is the uniform. They
Continued on page 11...

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.
3. What is the plan? What concrete actions can I take? What is
to be done? What are you doing?: https://www.prisoncensor‐
ship.info/archive/etext/faq/witbd.html
4. Wiawimawo, November 2017, Drugs, Money and Individu‐
alism in U.$. Prison Movement, Under Lock &
Key No. 59
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A Strategic Objective to Disrupt and Letters to NC Prisoners
Surveil the Communication Between Denied by TextBehind
Prisoners and Our Loved Ones

by a Virginia prisoner
January 2022
When I first came to prison in
1995, there were hardly any for
profit corporations doing busi‐
ness inside Virginia prisons. Al‐
most all services including
medical care, dental care and the
commissary were provided by the
state. This began to change in the
late 1990s and early 2000s, with
the introduction of corporations
like Prison Health Services to
provide
substandard
prison
health care and keep the commis‐
sary filled with high priced com‐
missary
items.
Prisoners'
communication would also be
outsourced to JPay, another for
profit company.
The Virginia Department of
Corrections administration im‐
plemented a series of policies to
manipulate us and our loved ones
into accepting JPay as our only
method of communication. On 6
August 2013, A. David Robert‐
son, the Chief of Corrections and
Operations, issued memorandum
#0732013, advising the prisoner
class that effective 1 October
2013, our loved ones can no
longer send us money orders
through the postal mail and that
they can only send us money
through JPay, which requires our
family to pay exorbitant transac‐
tion fees. If money orders were
received in the mail after that day
they were returned to sender.
On 7 May 2014, Robertson is‐
sued another memorandum,
#033214, advising the prisoner
class that effective 1 July 2014,
we can no longer receive more
than 5 photographs through the
mail. If a letter arrived at the
prison containing more than 5
photographs, the entire letter in‐
cluding the 5 photos were re‐
turned to sender. This may seem
small, but again this was subtle
manipulation for acceptance of
what was to come.
Perhaps the Virginia Depart‐
ment of Corrections most draco‐
nian policy implementation was
detailed in a 13 March 2017
memorandum issued by the then
warden of Sussex State Prison. In
this memo we were advised that
effective 17 April 2017,
"all incoming general corre‐
spondence, that is U.S. postal
mail, will be photocopied at a
maximum of three black and white
photocopied pages front and back

will be provided to the offender.
The original envelope, letter and
all enclosed documents will be
shredded in the institutional mail‐
room. The entire correspondence
and all enclosed items, including
photographs, greeting cards,
newspaper articles, etc. that ex‐
ceed the established photocopy or
size limit will be returned to
sender."

emails pass through a screening
mechanism, whereby the prison's
mailroom staff and intelligence
officers sit behind a computer
monitor and read the personal and
intimate words of prisoners and
our loved ones, which, like our
photocopied letters, are then cata‐
loged and stored in a massive
database.

What this memo did not men‐
tion is that during the process of
copying and scanning incoming
postal letters from our loved ones,
a digital copy of the letter along
with the name and address of the
person who sent it is uploaded
and cataloged in a massive data‐
base. This policy was imple‐
mented under the guise of
preventing the flow of drugs into
these prisons, however the real
motivation for this policy is re‐
flected in the following onesen‐
tence reminder listed in this
memo:

Operating procedure 803.1
also prohibits the censorship of
offender correspondence unless
the censorship is based on legiti‐
mate facility interests of safety
and security. However, JPay
makes it easier for mailroom staff
and intelligence officers to sit be‐
hind a computer monitor and with
the click of a mouse block or cen‐
sor the outgoing emails of prison‐
ers complaining of prison
conditions as well as incoming
emails of loved ones containing
information about the Black Pan‐
ther Party and other progressive
and revolutionary movements
from the 1960s and 1970s.

"Individuals will still be permit‐
ted to send an offender secure
messages, photographs and other
attachments through the JPay
system as it is currently autho‐
rized."

Many prisoners and our loved
ones view the amenity of ex‐
changing emails with our loved
ones as incredibly convenient. As
a conscious prisoner I recognize
that it also makes it easier for
prison officials to censor and dis‐
rupt our communications and
conduct surveillance and intelli‐
gence gathering on prisoners and
those we communicate with. Ac‐
cording to the Virginia Depart‐
ment of Corrections operating
procedures 803.1, which governs
offender correspondence and
JPay emails inside all Virginia
prisons, our incoming and outgo‐
ing correspondence is not sup‐
posed to be withheld for longer
than 48 hours. However, our in‐
coming and outgoing JPay emails
are routinely withheld for several
days or weeks at a time. Some‐
times they are held for months at
a time.
Operating procedure 803.1
prohibits prison officials from
opening and reading our outgo‐
ing correspondence absent an ap‐
proved mail cover from the
warden, and reasonable suspicion
that the correspondence violates
state or federal law, or threatens
the safety of the facility. However
all incoming and outgoing JPay

The U.S. Supreme Court in
Procunier v. Martinez (1974)
ruled that:
"Communications by letter is
not accomplished by the act of
writing words on paper. Rather it
is effected only when the letter is
read by the addressee. Both par‐
ties to the correspondence have
an interest in securing that result.
As such, censorship of the com‐
munication between them neces‐
sarily impinges on the interests of
each."

This U.S. Supreme Court rul‐
ing and prison policies of surveil‐
lance and censorship listed above
reveals that the fascist and repres‐
sive nature of prisons extend be‐
yond these prison walls and
adversely impacts those of you in
the community. This should give
human and civil rights activists,
including our loved ones, addi‐
tional motivation to work in soli‐
darity with incarcerated freedom
fighters to challenge these Con‐
stitutional violations via civil liti‐
gation.
Ultimately, what we need to
do is develop a collective inside/
outside analysis and strategy to
dismantle the U.S. imperialist
prison system. ■
All Power to the People!

ON "OBJECTIVE" REPORTING
ULK relies on our comrades behind bars to report on conditions and events inside prisons. We track the history and reliability of our writ‐
ers and, when possible, we double check facts in the articles. But there will always be some facts we cannot veriyfy before printing. Our
readers are encouraged to let us know if they have information that contradicts what they see in ULK. Yet, recognize that no matter how
much the bourgeoisie tries to pretend, reporting is never completely objective or devoid of political content. MIM(Prisons) will always re‐
port from the perspective of the international proleteriat and on the issues that best serve their interests.

by MIM(Prisons)
January 2022
The state is tightening its con‐
trol on free communication and
association in prisons across the
country by imposing digital
monitoring systems, and in some
cases banning hard copies of
mail.

rights to speech and association.
At this time it appears that news‐
letters and books are still allowed
through the prisons, but we will
not be able to correspond with
you directly, send you study
guides or other information per‐
synalized to you if you are being
held by NCPDS.

The North Carolina Depart‐
ment of Public Safety has begun
using a company called TextBe‐
hind to handle their mail and
push people towards their digital
communications platform. This
allows the company to extort
people to pay whatever prices
they want just to send their loved
ones a message, while the state
gets to monitor every word.

UPDATE: We just had a package
of ULKs returned to us from
Roanoke River Correctional
Institution saying, "This facility
DOES NOT accept friend and
family mail directly" and that we
must send mail to TextBehind.
But TextBehind does not accept
publications, only letters that can
be scanned. So it seems mail to
NCDPS is being blocked on all
fronts.

MIM Distributors began
sending mail to TextBehind last
month only to have it returned
unopened. It turns out TextBe‐
hind does not process letters from
organizations, only from individ‐
uals. As an organization we
would be required to set up a cor‐
porate account with nonpublic
pricing schemes. In other words,
as a member of MIM(Prisons) I
cannot just put a stamp on an en‐
velope and drop it in the mail for
a comrade in NCDPS custody
anymore. This is a blatant viola‐
tion of our First Amendment

related news from a Wisconsin
prisoner:
First thing first, I am still in
Wisconsin. They are making all
of us have our families and com‐
rades send personal letters and
photos to the Phoenix, Maryland
PO Box (189) to inspect them for
drugs such as K2, even though
drugs, cell phones and other con‐
traband items come from the fas‐
cist pigs that work in these
imperialist gulags. Newspapers,
books, publications are still to be
sent here. ■

JPay Emails Re: Conditions
or Legal Issues Censored
by a New York prisoner
January 2021
I just wanted to let you know
some more of the tricks the sys‐
tem is implementing against me
via the JPay EMail/kiosk sys‐
tem they have set up.
It seems that anytime I send
an email to my loved ones ask‐
ing them to contact a Court and/
or government official these e
mails show up blank, yet JPay
says these messages are being
held and/or censored by the
prison for reasons of "third party
contact" (SMH). Imagine that, I
can't even send an email to my
Power of Attorney to contact the
courts on my behalf as my LE‐
GAL REPRESENTATIVE!
What would they be trying to
"censor" from reaching the
courts? (rhetorical question).
In other (related?) news they
are also using some device to
"undownload" movies I pur‐
chase from this same system
shortly after I lock back into my
cell. This is causing me to lose
the movie sometimes due to time
restrictions on them, which is a
form of consumer fraud.
Note that only here on my
company in Auburn Correctional
Facility, have the oppressors in‐
stituted kiosk privileges 1 day per
week, when Directive #4425
clearly states 15 minutes daily.
Also, due to Covid restrictions
we don't have visitation privi‐
leges, so these once a week e
mails are cruel & unusual due to
the already strained circum‐
stances.
I have been debilitatingly sick

here twice already taking all pre‐
cautions against such especially
at the times I got sick. I didn't
leave my cell outside of showers,
packages & visits for approxi‐
mately 6 months.
By intentionally taking away
incell entertainment you force
one outside where the chances
are higher of me getting sick. Be‐
cause of prior retaliation akin to
this, this seems the most plausible
ploy. Let me know what you
think.
MIM(Prisons) responds: We
agree with our comrade in Vir‐
ginia (see article on this page)
that there is a strategic effort to
profiteer off prisoners and their
families while increasing surveil‐
lance and censorship of prison‐
ers' communications with the
outside world. The fact that you
are losing movies you paid for, or
others are being charged by the
minute to read a book is just JPay
profiteering off of control of data.
It's the same in the outside world
where companies like Apple and
Google lock you into a system
where they can keep tempting
you to spend more money and
they decide what media you con‐
sume. Only in prison you have
less choice.
Many prisoners write us ask‐
ing to communicate on platforms
like JPay, which we cannot do.
These platforms increase censor‐
ship, surveillance and state con‐
trol over what you can read or
listen to. If we do not fight this,
other states will join North Car‐
olina in banning U.S. postal mail
and materials like MIM(Prisons)
study packs and resource guides.
■

Free Political Books to Prisoners
ULK not enough? We're working on 2 new zines that will be out soon: Power to New
Afrika! and our Revolutionary 12 Step Program. We also have Chican@ Power and
the Struggle for Aztlan available in book form or printed on 8.5x11 paper, 8 pages per
sheet. Get involved and get more free lit. See p. 2 and 16 for ways to get involved.
We also have the following back issues of Under Lock & Key: ULK #50: BPP 50 Year
Commemoration, ULK #51: First World Lumpen, ULK #54: Movement Tactics, ULK #72:
COVID19, ULK #73: Pig Brutality and ULK #74 on Youth Liberation.
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A Message to the Movement
by Triumphant of Texas T.E.A.M.
O.N.E.
January 2022
In the forthcoming piece We
would like to point out the partic‐
ular interconnectedness of many
of the enemystates' recent
counteroffensive to Our collec‐
tive progress. When We speak to
'progress,' we're speaking to the
strategic goal of establishing a
national prison movement — a
revolutionary oriented prison
movement. A national revolu‐
tionary prison movement that is
intrinsically connected with a na‐
tional revolutionary oriented
united front on the outside. In this
piece We'll attempt to illuminate
to the reader that recent and
present 'security' and censorship
methods enacted by the enemy
state are indeed counteroffen‐
sives and are intrinsically inter
connected both outside and in‐
side.
[Editor: We've cut the history
of the prison movement from this
article, which is available in full
on our website.]
In the almost immediate after‐
math of the 2016 National Prison
Strike, DOC's around the empire
all began complaining of the
same issue: an illusionary influx
of drugs coming through the
mail. Reading from the limited
research materials i have in my
cell, it seems that the counterof‐
fensive attacking inmate mail un‐
der the pretext of a major drug
influx began in 2017, and the first
states to initiate this offensives
were Indiana, Pennsylvania, and
Florida. States like Tekkk$a$,
initiated a different sort of attack
on prisoner correspondence by
severely limiting indigent mail in
2015. However, relating to the
"influx of drugs" ruse, many
other states have since followed
suit. Another related component
to the attack on prisoner mail is
the wide spread switchover to
digitized mail services. States
have begun denying all physical
snail mail and mail that have im‐
plemented this repressive tactic
have also by and large prevented
inmates from receiving books
from "unauthorized" vendors, ba‐
sically mandating that reading
material be sent from a sole ap‐
proved vendor.
All these measures described
above are 'on trend' among the
various states around the empire,
meaning these measures are
likely to be making their way to a
prison near you. What We're ex‐
periencing now is a proving
ground for the state, in which
they've been observing to see
which countervailing measures
will stir the masses the most,
which ones will survive the initial
jailhouse lawyer onslaughts.
Again, it must be understood
that the major drug influx cited by
(all) these state DOC's is illusion‐
ary. That isn't to say drugs aren't
in prison, but they're flowing in
the same frequency as prior to
2016 (national prison strike). So
why now? Why suddenly the
statetostate focused attack on
inmate correspondence, and the
digitizing of mail, only after
2016? The answer points to a
NewCOINTELPRO type pro‐
gram (NCTP). Part and parcel
with this NCTP is the widespread,
coordinated countervailing at‐
tacks against progressive and
revolutionary prisoners. From
Califas, Oregon, Nevada to New
Mexico, Indiana to Pennsylvania;
from Virginia to North Carolina,
South Carolina to Florida, Al‐
abama to Tekkk$a$, dissident

prisoners are under attack. These
attacks range from down right
malicious assaults to poisoning of
food/water supplies, from perma‐
nent solitary placement to the
systemic silencing of these mili‐
tants. In places like TDCJ's Allred
Unit, which Texas uses to isolate
and torture political prisoners and
captive journalists. They've em‐
ployed a specialized individual,
exmilitary/excop, to survey
'specific inmates' mail and book
deliveries. Is it clear yet?
As the 2020 summer uprisings
raged on into the late fall in some
areas of the empire the Trump
Pence regime had already began
laying the foundation to begin the
mass warehousing of political
dissidents on the outside utilizing
some of the new laws targeting
protestors. As these protests
raged on, political radicals have
filled up prisons and jails around
the empire. Do you all understand
what this could mean for the
prison movement?
The last time in movement
hystory that We experienced a
mass influx of militants and
revolutionaries entering the
prisons was during the Black
Liberation era (late 1960's into
the 1970's). Atiba Shanna, and
the New Afrikan Prisoner's Or‐
ganization did a superb job il‐
lustrating the effect political
prisoners entering the prisons
in mass had on the already bub‐
bling prison movement:

the rise of a more militant, more
ideologically consolidated, more
revolutionary national prison
movement that is intrinsically in‐
terwoven with a more militant,
ideologically consolidated, more
revolutionary outside united
front.
By this point We hope it is
clear that just as the prison move‐
ment and the movement on the
other side of the walls have a di‐
alectical relationship; the ene‐
mies on both sides of the wall
also have a dialectical relation‐
ship, they also work together to
the detriment of Our progress. As
more revolutionary oriented
comrades advance the national
prison movement forward, re‐
pression will increase in intensity.
We must begin to operate in a
way that one's struggles become
all Our struggle. If comrades in
one state are being overly re‐
pressed We must band together in
multiple states, letting the pig
power structure know "WE SEE
YOU AND WE WON'T
STAND FOR IT: 1LOVE
1STRUGGLE!" We must reach

CO's Sabotage
Programs Out of Spite
Over Court Order
by a California prisoner
July 2021
Ever since prison officials at
the Richard J. Donovan Correc‐
tional Facility (RJD) were made
by a Federal court order to wear
body cameras and to cease their
terrorist practices and abuses
upon the most vulnerable prison‐
ers, the disabled and elderly, (see:
Armstrong vs. Newson, et al. Case
No. C94CV02307 CW) the RJD
prison has experienced total lack
of programming abilities result‐
ing in lockdowns, modified pro‐
grams, and other programming
restrictions which impede or oth‐
erwise undermine one's opportu‐
nities to earn sentencereducing
credits and to perform in a man‐
ner expected by/from the Board
of Prison Terms, in order to pa‐
role. Especially on the weekends,
when the Warden and other De‐
partment of Corrections adminis‐
trators are unavailable to mandate
corrective actions.

The people who are responsi‐
ble for holding people in cages,
and keeping us in cages, are
acutely aware of the possible and
very likely culture shock that is to
overtake U.$. prisons that experi‐
ence an influx of political radi‐
cals. Never forget that in the time
frame mentioned above by Com‐
rade Atiba, that the activities of
the BLA and other similar forma‐
tions eventually led to the U.$.
moving to build more newer,
more 'secure,' and high tech pris‐
ons designed to keep Our political
prisoners and prisoners of war
within them, and to prevent any‐
more political prisoners of war
from arising from among the cap‐
tive populace.
Therefore i concur that We're
currently experiencing such
countervailing efforts by the en‐
emystate so that they may moni‐
tor captive militants, their
networks and families (with the
design to turn them into captive
militants themselves) and prevent

If you're doing what you are
paid to do by the public, and if
your tactics and demeanor is not
disturbing and offensive, why
worry about body cameras? They
are allowed to turn them off in the
bathrooms even.
Through a sophisticated
scheme, these prison officials or‐
ganize and conduct mass strikes
via fraud and the misuse of sick
leave and personal days, holding
prisoners' access to programs and
such hostage. Knowing that,
without access to and completion
of which (many times, in a set
time frame), the prisoners partici‐
pating in such (now unavailable)
programs and activities, will suf‐
fer by not being able to benefit
from good time sentence reduc‐
tion for successful completions.
Instead of taking its direction
from the federal court (by court
order), RJD corrections officers
turn their ire on their employers:
the CDCR and RJD's Warden.
Under injunction, the very cor‐
rections officers who so blatantly
demonstrated a propensity for
criminal thought processes, ac‐
tivities, brutality upon disabled
and other prisoners, and other
such criminal misconduct, now
employ further, separate and ad‐
ditionally questionable practices
intended to undermine, and to
otherwise circumvent the lawful
processes of the Federal court and
the Honorable Claudia Wilken,
United States Federal District
Court Judge.

"As a result of the repression
exercised upon the struggle tak‐
ing place outside the walls in
the late sixties and early seven‐
ties, leaders and activists in
these struggles were captured
and imprisoned. These were the
political prisoners and prison‐
ers of war. Their initial impris‐
onment was a result of
consciously motivated political
actions."
"The escalation of struggle
outside the walls also resulted
in a significant increase in the
number of politicized prisoners
already inside the walls... We
can admit that the economic
and socio-psychological ties
that these politicized prisoners
had with the oppressive system
were such that they represent
the most conscious element
among us - the most conscious,
that is, of the presently waging
undeclared war between them‐
selves and those who rule. Thus,
they are the most receptive and
responsive to the need to be‐
come 'the people in uniform.'
BUT, their politicization resulted
primarily from their being mem‐
bers of oppressed nations!" (1)

Through this sophistication
these officials protest and boycott
the lawful orders of a Federal
court judge — a judge they have
subsequently claimed was/is bi‐
ased and therefore should not
have presided over those pro‐
ceedings leading to the courtor‐
dered wearing of body cameras.

GIVE THEM WHAT THEY
WANT AND IT'LL GO AWAY,
RIGHT?

such a level of organization and
operation, and We are on the cusp
of it NOW. I encourage progres‐
sive and revolutionary captives to
begin dialoging, corresponding,
with each other. Seek out the
means to do so. We must keep
each other abreast to the local
happenings from unit to unit,
state to state. Comrades that is
why publications like Under
Lock & Key, San Francisco Bay
View, and others are so important.
However, We aren't utilizing
these platforms to their greatest
extent if We aren't constantly
sending in reports, articles, in‐
forming other comrades on
what's happening. And We must
also begin to support these insti‐
tutions more effectively as a
whole. I challenge all ULK sub‐
scribers to raise at least 10 stamps
to mail to MIM(Prisons)! Which
state can raise the most funds?
TX where ya'll at!? Those 10
stamps can go a long way to‐
wards prisoner organizing and
educational efforts. ■
RE-BUILD TO WIN
1. Notes from a New Afrikan P.O.W. journal #1
by Atiba Shanna

RJD ranking officials will tell
you that this is due to a staff
shortage, training mandates etc.
The truth, however, upon my in‐
formation, is that these are calcu‐
lated and coordinated efforts of
something more sinister indeed.
A Unioncoordinated boycott.
The California Correctional
Peace
Officers Association
(CCPOA) at the RJD prison com‐
plex is, apparently, unhappy with
the fact that years and years of
beatings, false reports, lying for
one another and even murder, yes
MURDER, has resulted in a Fed‐
eral court order in the Armstrong
case, requiring the staff to wear
body cameras. Cameras that not
only record the video interactions
of sworn personnel and those
they speak to, but the audio ver‐
sions thereof as well.
The actions and omissions of
RJD's sworn officers and other
CCPOA members is organized,
timed, and planned for maximum
effects, and is very clearly a snub‐
bing of their proverbial noses at
the RJD Warden and other Cor‐
rections administrators.

That is called 'blackmail'
where I come from. It is illegal,
antipeople, and is being done in
the name of the California De‐
partment of Corrections and "Re‐
habilitation."
Whether
by
approval or turning a blind eye
thereto. It is still an antipeople
and illegal violation of a Federal
court order in Armstrong v. New‐
son, C9402307 CW.
In fact, a recent order in the
above case acknowledges that
many of RJD's correctional offi‐
cers have assumed a ganglike
culture and behavior. The CDCR
does not contest these assertions
and the Federal court has openly
acknowledged the veracity of
same. RJD has many Mexican
corrections officers who have ac‐
claimed and begun carrying
themselves in a manner akin to
their Mexican Mafia prisoner
counterparts. Both in vernacular,
actions and conduct. Including
secret identification to one an‐
other of membership. And this is
anything but the first time. For
more on the history of this kind of
behavior in California prisons
read The Green Wall by D.J. Vod‐
icka. ■
Racketeering: Today, racke‐
teering often has the broad
sense of "the practice of engag‐
ing in a fraudulent scheme or
enterprise." Dictionary of Mod‐
ern Legal Usage, 2nd Ed. by
Bryan A. Garner.

8

M A O IS T I N T E R N AT IO N A L IS T M IN IS T RY

OF

P R IS O N S

Shut Down TX RHU:

A Tool of Political Repression
by Triumphant of Texas T.E.A.M.
O.N.E.
January 2022
In the recent history surround‐
ing Texas prison reform there has
been an erasure surrounding the
plight of those held captive in
solitary confinement as it's prac‐
ticed by the Texas Department of
Criminal Justice's (TDCJ) Re‐
strictive Housing Units (RHU).
There are numerous groups and
persyns who proclaim that they
advocate for the interests of the
Texas prisoner class, but their
class psychology prevents them
from aligning themselves with
the objective struggles of this
prison system's castaways in
RHU.
Many of these groups whom
i've had the choice opportunity to
dialogue with via correspon‐
dence, or have spoken to captive
representatives of these groups,
have fallen into the keeper's trap
of the 'violent' offender as the
new boogey man. This line of
thought ultimately concedes that
those of us trapped in these isola‐
tion tombs deserve such condi‐
tions,
that
we're
beyond
redemption. Sometimes, such
persyns spew the rhetoric that We
in solitary are actually welloff,
and living a privileged existence.
They say, 'your food is brought to
you, your laundry, and everything
else' They assert that all We have
to do all day and night is basically
chill, and We should be apprecia‐
tive. Some officers express a
form of jealously, that We don't
pay bills, yet have a handful of
privileges, and seemingly unlim‐
ited downtime.
What people like this do not
understand is that solitary con‐
finement as it is practiced via
TDCJ's RHU, is an artificial envi‐
ronment. By artificial this means
that it is an unnatural habitat. It is
unnatural to relinquish all civil
and domestic responsibility from
humankind. We must also pose
the question as to whether or not
such circumstances are produc‐
tive for the individual or the soci‐
ety? Of course not! Who benefits
from the cultivation of a subclass
of people who're forcefully and
entirely dependent upon every‐
one else in the society, and do not
provide any sort of productive
function in return? When humans
cultivated civilization the world
over and social responsibility was
entrusted to those of the peer
group, these responsibilities were
not merely for the betterment of
the social cohesiveness, but also
for the better and more balanced
function of the individual as well.
In short, humyns need to be en‐
gaged in meaningful and proac‐
tive activities in order to function
at their highest levels of con‐
sciousness.
The conditions of TDCJ's
solitary confinement debilitate
rather than rehabilitate thousands
of people each day. i've spent 8
1/2 of the last ten years in solitary
confinement. At no point in this
time frame have i ever had the op‐
portunity to take part in any form
of organized instruction. i entered
these isolation tombs as a politi‐
cally ignorant cast away. i've
evolved, and redeemed myself
via my own independent efforts,
without the interference or assis‐
tance of my keepers. Despite the
state's stated mission to have the
best interests of the general public
at heart, their true motives and in‐
tentions for their warehousing of
so many prisoners is clear. This
class of people who at any time

find themselves confined in RHU
are intended to be kept in an un‐
ending state of dependence, and
socioeconomic alienation. This
is even, and especially, after re‐
lease. It is with this notion that i
assert that it is this class of prison‐
ers whom embody 'paperciti‐
zens' in amerika, as coined in the
'New Afrikan Declaration of In‐
dependence'.
New Afrikan revolutionary
nationalist political prisoner Mu‐
tope Duguma articulated one pro‐
found statement, 'Ask yourselves
why is it that so many New
Afrikans who have a strong polit‐
ical line just happen to be locked
up in solitary confinement units.
We know they are not terrorists,
We know they are not gang mem‐
bers & We know that they are not
criminals.'
The organization and move‐
ment proactively mobilizing
Texas' captive population is
known as Tx TEAMONE. We're
an organization founded for and
by the captives themselves, not by
opportunistic outside (or inside)
elements, but by proletarian
conscious prisoners. One of Our
main tactics in Our Mission of el‐
evating the sociopolitical com‐
mitment and awareness of Texas'
lumpen class, is the prisonerled
mobilizing for the abolition of
solitary confinement as it's prac‐
ticed by TDCJ's RHU.

A Case Study on Why RHU
must Go!
Beginning with the general
and moving to the particular, a
conscious observer can readily
notice that around the empire,
from state to state, politically ac‐
tive prisoners are being held in
the most barbaric, and unthink‐
ably repressive conditions imag‐
inable. Almost invariably these
captives are sitting in solitary
confinement cells. The few that
aren't are being shipped from
state to state, sea to shining sea in
a federal effort to ostracize these
captives from their political
base(s).
Solitary confinement ad‐
vances the same purpose within
each prison facility. A politically
active captive's political base be‐
gins with their peers whom are
also in captivity. The productive
revolutionary behind the walls is
the one who's successful in orga‐
nizing their peers behind a revo‐
lutionary program. (think; Attica;
Angola BPP etc) Therefore, the
tactical use of solitary confine‐
ment to quell revolutionary orga‐
nizing has been a reoccurring
reality in prisons around the
world in the imperialists' task of
keeping the masses of people
blind, deaf, and dumb to the so‐
ciopolitical truths of Our collec‐
tive predicament as oppressed
nation people in the era of imperi‐
alism.
Whether We look to Califas,
where
revolutionary
New
Afrikans were kept warehoused
in SHU's, or in Indiana were Bro.
Kwame Shakur is being tortured
in a SHU, or the domestic exile of
Shaka Shakur, or the thousands of
unnamed, lowerprofiled politi‐
cally active prisoners, New
Afrikan or otherwise, it is clear
that longterm and indefinite soli‐
tary confinement is being utilized
to strategically remove political
dissent off the face of the
amerikkkan empire.
In tekkk$a$, there is a long
hystory of not only warehousing
political dissenters, but assassi‐

nating them. In June of 2000, in‐
nocent death row captive, Shaka
Sankofa s/n Garry Graham, was
murdered by the state of
tekkk$a$. Not only had evidence
came out that Shaka was innocent
but he, unlike most of death row
prisoners or prisoners in general,
had become politicized while in
captivity. Garry Graham revolu‐
tionized his self into Shaka
Shakur, a New Afrikan revolu‐
tionary. Consequently, tekkk$a$
saw him as better off dead than
alive as a freedom fighter. Six
years later Shaka's comrade Der‐
rick Frazier, aka Hasan Shakur,
another innocent Black captive
whom while on tekk$a$' death
row revolutionized his self into a
New Afrikan 'revolutionary so‐
cialist to the 10th power'. He too
was subsequently executed on
Black August 31st 2006, while
serving as both the founder of the
Human Rights CoalitionTX
chapter, and Minister of Human
Rights of the thennamed New
Afrikan Black Panther Party.
Lastly, yet not for lack of more
victims, there is the case of San‐
dra Bland, a New Afrikan womyn
and activist who was mysteri‐
ously found dead in a tekkk$a$
county jail.
i think it is logical to pose the
question that, if the deceased
freedom fighters had not been
politically active New Afrikans,
would they've still met the same
fate? For We know and it has
been substantiated by the recent
International Jurist's verdict (see:
"We Still Charge Genocide: Will
The Real New Afrikans Please
Stand Up!" in this issue), that
there has been/is a systemic
genocide against New Afrikan,

and indigenous people in north
amerika. We also know that those
who possess a revolutionary ori‐
entation are the people's only
hope of defeating this genocide,
and of course this reality renders
such political prisoners as prone
to enemy attack and sabotage.
tekkk$a$ has warehoused and
isolated political prisoners in
what is now called RHU for
decades. Revolutionary Chican@
political prisoner Xinachtli has
been in such a predicament for
over 20 years. Xinachtli was sig‐
naled out for assassination by
sheriffs in Brewster County
tekkk$a$, for his legal advocacy
for a Chican@ death row prisoner
who in turn wasn't killed by the
state. Xinachtli defended his self
by disarming the pig sent to mur‐
der him and for exercising his
humyn right to selfdefense this
comrade has languished in prison
for over two decades, most of
which in solitary confinement.
Recently officials of tekkk$a$'
prisons have identified Texas
TEAMONE cadre as 'enemy
combatants' and singled key
members out for indefinite soli‐
tary confinement (for those who
weren't already serving indefinite
terms), unprovoked cell raids, in
which the only confiscated mate‐
rials are ones' outside contact in‐
formation. Cadre have been
victims of harassment by illegally
confiscating typewriters of jour‐
nalist comrades, illegally disap‐
pearing mail, and upping the level
of publication censorship —
specifically that which is politi‐
cally orientated.
In a recent twist, this writer
was recently sentenced to 'life

without parole' in solitary con‐
finement. After some officials had
elected to release Triumphant
from solitary, those in the know
regarding ey's political orienta‐
tion and activity demanded this
comrade be retained in such con‐
ditions. Even going as far as
scratching out the handwriting
which stated that Triumphant
shall be released. When asked for
the reasoning for said continued
confinement, officials listed
'LWOP'. Of course this sentence,
placed on Triumphant's shoulders
unjustly, will not remove itself
from reality in six months when
the next arbitrary hearing is to
take place. Therefore, the state
has announced that it intends to
confine, isolate, and destroy, yet
one more New Afrikan political
prisoner in order to perpetuate
amerikkka's genocidal campaign
against the oppressed nations of
the globe.
In case it still is not clear to
you. All freedom fighting peo‐
ples, those outside and inside,
have in their best interest to work
with TX TEAMONE as We
struggle to politicize tekkk$a$'
captive population, while doing
just that We are even more deter‐
mined and justified in Our quest
to abolish longterm and indefi‐
nite solitary confinement in TX
prisons and prisons around the
globe. ■
FREE ALL CAPTIVE REVOLU‐
TIONARIES
DARE TO INVENT THE FU‐
TURE !!!
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Path to Redemption
Needed in Texas
by a Texas prisoner
January 2022
I have to praise my fellow
prisoners at the Allred Unit for
challenging the injustices that
have been happening to all al‐
leged/suspected STG's (see:
"Campaign to Boycott June‐
teenth Until Slavery and Mass
Incarceration is Ended for All" in
ULK 75). I have been unjustly
confirmed as a member of the
"Mexican Mafia of Texas" since
1986. But, was suspected prior to
that year. And all, because I was
one of the few prisoners that got
tired of correctional administra‐
tors in the 1980's using some
prisoners to conduct their dirty
work for them. This is where, I
believe, that I became suspected
as an STG member. Which is
why I have a lot of respect for my
fellow prisoners that stood their
grounds along with me at the Fer‐
guson Unit in 1983, until I was
shipped in 1985.
Back then I was a young per‐
son. So fighting was my type of
show, my true colors. But now as
an older adult I have a different
mindset. Don't get me wrong I
can still get my boxing game on,
only if I have to defend myself.
But now I believe that a pen and
paper is mightier than a sword.
This is why I believe that the
only way that we'll end all types
of violence or hostile activities is
for the Texas Department of
Criminal Justice Correctional In‐
stitutions Division (TDCJCID)
to be open to "STG" prisoners
being released to the general
population with unit level agree‐
ments between all "STG" mem‐
bers of different groups.

The CapitalistImperialist Tool
of AdSeg Continues in SECC
by Comrade SxWxAxE
November 2021
It is not uncommon knowl‐
edge; given you have internet ac‐
cess; that the SouthEastern
Correctional Center (herein after
referred to as 'SouthEastern'
Plantation or SECC) is by far a
reflection of the "Survival of the
Fittest", mentality; (distorted in‐
terpretation of Charles Darwin's
theory dubbed 'Social Darwin‐
ism') that the fascist pigs who run
this country maintain, and it's
core beliefs was founded upon.
Theodore Roosevelt in the pref‐
ace to Vernon Kellogs, a German
intellectual, book "Headquarters
Night", stated that "The man who
reads Kellog's sketch and yet fails
to see why we are at war, and why
we must accept no peace save that
of overwhelming victory; is nei‐
ther a good American nor a true
lover of mankind". Remind you,
this is a book where Vernon Kel‐
log states "The creed of the All‐
macht of a natural selection based
on violent and fatal competition is
the gospel of the German intel‐
lectuals; all else is illusion and
anathema". Scary to think that
our President at the time shared
the same core beliefs that kindled
the Holocaust!! Individual self
seeking in hopes to promote the
good of society only breeds con‐
tempt and enmity amongst social
classes by separating that which
is "We the people" into "they the
people", "We a people", "There's
some more people".

StaffonInmate to Inmateon
Staff ratio for assaults is mind
boggling. In a last minute at‐
tempt; due to a 5 min riot in Feb‐
ruary where 37 C/Os were
hospitalized, one in critical con‐
dition and one in a coma; SECC
and Plantation Master Bill Stange
issued sham pretext investiga‐
tions on over 67% of the facility
to target, arbitrarily and artfully
punish offenders who the admin‐
istration has a certain disliking
for. Individuals who were in no
way shape or form involved in
said riot; in order to obtain order
and security of the facility, more
commonly known and acknowl‐
edged as oppression and submis‐
sion of the offender population.
On top of violating Constitutional
rights, protected liberty interests,
and adhering to corporal punish‐
ments, the SouthEastern Planta‐
tion in retaliatory effort has cut
the camp population by over 50%
and have readministered long
term Administrative Segregation
confinement (AdSeg). Two indi‐
viduals have killed themselves
this year, and 5 different hunger
strikes have been done, in an at‐
tempt to obtain that which is our
Constitutional
right(s). The
struggle against AdSeg isolation
here continues.
The inhumane conditions, in‐
justice, and complete disregard
for policy and federal law here at
the SouthEastern Plantation is
amongst the worst in the state of
"Misery"(MO). Particularly those

who work here at the SouthEast‐
ern Plantation; with the blatant
approval or blindeye of Jeff Nor‐
man, Anne Precythe, Alana
Boyles (Directors of MDOC);
pigs here have taken to various
different modes of divide and
conquer tactics as a stratagem to
warfare. One particular incident
occurred on 2 November 2021
when COI PIG Ms. Reed rolled
an offenders door without cuffing
him upon request, and stepped
aside so in the AdSeg. Unit he
could stab a cuffed offender exit‐
ing from the shower. PIG Ms.
Reed then directly thereafter al‐
lowed retaliation of another of‐
fender who too was handcuffed
and shackled to the door. She is
now on investigation along with
the COI PIG Hood who before
payed for an LGBTQIA+ trans
woman to be assaulted by another
offender.
Minimized food rations, one
state bar of soap a week in Seg,
rec once a week, mice infested
houses, free cases and beatings;
SECC is in need of some serious
outside attention. Us comrades
here continue to fight Capitalism
Imperialism with our dying
breath. We will not stop until we
bring conscious awareness of the
proletarian state and the science
of MarxismLeninismMaoism.
We seek a world without chains,
slavery, and oppression. ■

At this moment there are two
types of renouncement programs.
The first is known as Reg. GRAD
for exmembers that enrolled not
considering that the form they
signed is unconstitutional be‐
cause those individuals incrimi‐
nate themselves and probably
others. The second renounce‐
ment program is called "Popula‐
tion Release  GRAD." And they
have to allegedly incriminate
themselves and others, and re‐
nounce all gang activities. But, I
believe, that if the two types of
GRAD groups are combined to‐
gether that would open up the
other STEP DOWN the prison
violence by releasing "STG"s
with a different kind of mindset.
Because the majority of these two
GRAD programs at present time

are full of young setminded
street gang individuals.
I believe I am being set up by
someone in the Unit's "Security
Threat Group Management Of‐
fice", with exmembers of differ‐
ent groups that have enjoyed
"general population" for decades.
They target those who don't be‐
lieve in the constitutionality of
the now existing renouncement
programs due to 2 reasons:
1) the incrimination of each en‐
rollee and the incrimination of
others; and
2) the "waiver of liability" for
the TDCJCID
These are two serious viola‐
tions of the 1st, 5th, 6th, 8th and
14th Amendments of the United
States Constitution and Article 1,
Section 19 of the Texas Constitu‐
tion.
MIM(Prisons) adds: This is a
familiar story for those of us who
were part of the struggles against
SHU and validation in California
over the last decade. We encour‐
age the comrades in Texas to
study the lessons from that strug‐
gle and develop proper leader‐
ship so that the masses are not led
into the same dead ends as they
were in California where SHU
still exists and the list of STGs
was greatly expanded (see: "Tor‐
ture Continues: CDCR Settle‐
ment Screws Prisoners" in ULK
46).
Ultimately, making organiza‐
tions of the oppressed illegal is
reflective of the class nature of
the state. It is only by replacing
the current bourgeois state with a
proletarian one that we will see
the oppressed allowed a true path
to redemption. It is only in a pro‐
letarian state that the oppressors
and exploiters will be seen as the
criminals rather than the poor and
struggling. We must keep this
goal in mind as we organize for
the state to recognize basic bour‐
geois rights to free speech and as‐
sociation.
There are no rights, only
power struggles. The second the
oppressed let up as they did in
California, the oppressor is there
ready to tighten the screws back
down. That is why we must build
strong, independent organiza‐
tions and not put all our energy
into shortterm battles (see: "An
Ongoing Discussion on Organiz‐
ing Strategy Pt. 2" from ULK
74).■

Litigation To End Indefinite
Restrictive Housing in TDCJ
Dillard v. Davis, et al. Civil
Action No. 7:19-cv-0081-M-BP
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: TX. Team O.N.E. Legal
Representative
113 Stockholm, #1A
Brooklyn, NY. 11221
Incarcerated individuals cur‐
rently housed in the Texas De‐
partment of Justice's Restrictive
Housing (Solitary Confinement)
are moving to intervene in the
civil action No.7:19-cv-00081M-BP filed by fellow incarcer‐
ated individual, Daniel D. Dil‐
lard,
challenging
the
constitutionality of TDCJ using
Restrictive Housing as a form of
punishment and also challenging
the cruel and unusual conditions
of confinement that are known to

cause irreparable mental harm.
Dillard filed this civil action in
2019 after being falsely accused
of assaulting a correctional offi‐
cer, the false disciplinary pro‐
ceeding resulted in Dillard being
removed from the general popu‐
lation on the George Beto Unit
and reassigned to administrative
segregation on the James V.
Allred Unit under the conditions
that has repeatedly consisted of
deprivations of exercise, show‐
ers, and meals in retaliation of ex‐
ercising his First Amendment
right to the redress of grievances.
Dillard, the original Plaintiff,
filed his first amended complaint
adding several new defen‐
dants' (including TDCJCID new
director Bobby Lumpkin) and
brought claims of widespread
abuses on behalf of the Restric‐
Continued on page 14...
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We Still Charge Genocide:
Will The Real New Afrikans
Please Stand Up!
by Triumphant of United
Struggle from Within
January 2022
In ULK #73, MIM (Pris‐
ons) published one of my ar‐
ticles entitled: "Da Struggle
Continues: We Still Charge
Genocide". In said article i
announced the coming of
the international tribunal
2021, which took place
October 2225, and has
now passed. In this article
we will look to a few of
the events that have taken
place since that previous
article, and how it pertains
to Our plans going forward.

Get the
Sleep Out Ya Eye
by Narobi Äntari of United
Struggle from Within
December 2021
A comrade responded to the
article "Oh So You Woke" in ULK
#73:
"In this article the author criti‐
cizes the likes of Angela Davis
and John Lewis. neither Ms.
Davis nor Mr. Lewis were agents
of propaganda for the bourgeois
as the author implies, but rather
they were committed to the strug‐
gle and spent many years on the
front lines. As far as penetrating
the police and other arms of state
imperialism/control, someone is
going to fill those roles. Is it better
us or them? WE must attack the
status quo from multiple fronts —
from the inside as well as the out‐
side. WE need more Angela
Davises and John Lewises."

I do agree with the comrade
that WE do need to attack the sta‐
tus quo from multiple fronts but
when one of our own lumpen falls
into the lines of reformism and
revisionism while on the road of
revolution or liberation, instead
of being a die hard noncompro‐
mising, nonsettling, giveme
deathifIcan'thavereallife
liberation revolutionary like Fred
Hampton, Bunchy Carter and the
many fore Fathers and fore Moth‐
ers of our lumpen communities,
who died and were imprisoned so
that the eternal fire of Freedom,
Justice and Equality will never
lose its light and intensity in the
surviving generations and their
children. So they can fight on un‐
til that day comes in entirety.
Then one has to ask the ques‐
tion ... who do you work for?
If WE as a First World lumpen
and Third World proletarian rev‐
olutionaries have more individu‐
als like Angela Davis & John
Lewis, We'll never fulfill the
S.O.P.'s of the UFPP. We'll be in a
state of Reformism and Revision‐
ism, being closely intertwined
with imperialism/capitalism in‐
stead of overthrowing it.
First and foremost Angela
Davis is a major reformist, she
was a part of the Communist
Party, U$A, where the CPU$A
was about that Real Life revolu‐
tion before the 1940's but by the
1960's all their members that took
inspiration from Mao Zedong had
left the party. After the attempt of
Jonathan Jackson of freeing his

For those who do not know,
the verdict given by the Inter‐
national Jurists was an em‐
phatic GUILTY of all
charges. These charges
include:
 Police racism and vio‐
lence
 Mass incarceration
 Political prisoners and prison‐
ers of war

older brother George Jackson,
Fleeta Drumgo and John Clutch‐
ette (Soledad Brothers) at Marin
County Courthouse in San
Rafael, CA, was then Angela
Davis charged with aiding the at‐
tempted escape and placed on the
FBI's most wanted list due to her
close
correspondence
with
George Jackson. She was found
not guilty after her case was sev‐
ered from the other defendants
like Ruchell "Cinque" Magee
who is still locked up in these
Koncentration Kamps, while the
rally call of the masses at the time
was "Free Angela Davis and ALL
POLITICAL
PRISONERS!"
Then in 1973 she founded the CP
front the National Alliance
Against Racism and Political Re‐
pression that REFUSED to come
defend Black Liberation Army
members facing prison time.

In the wake of the hystoric
verdict leaders of this campaign
announced the next step forward
being the establishment of what
they've coined a 'People's Senate'.
This infrastructure is a key step‐
ping stone for New Afrikan, In‐
digenous, and Chican@ nation
citizens to formulate the common
unity needed to eventually con‐
duct a U.N. supervised plebiscite,
which will finally legitimize Our
quest for Selfdetermination.

Later on in her "revolution‐
ary" life she got back into
academia while still being a huge
influence for the CPU$A, where
she ran twice for Vice President
of the U$A. She supported
Democratic presidential candi‐
dates, like Joe Biden, to pressure
them when in office to the
CPU$A's Khrushchevite peace‐
ful transition into socialism
agenda or the PacMan politics
(biting away at imperialism until
it collapses on itself). She also co
founded the Committees of Cor‐
respondence with a moniker that
points to the CPU$A's notion that
"Communism is 20th Century
Americanism." In her writings
and university lectures in the aca‐
demic realm, she promoted the
CPU$A's reformism and post‐
modern politics, the basis of this
day and age concept of "Aboli‐
tion," and not the dire need of
armed revolution.

While Our struggle(s) have
long been legitimate in Our own
eyes, when establishing an inde‐
pendent nation it is prerequisite
that a nation gain international
diplomatic support. In the past
New Afrikans have had such sup‐
port. However in recent decades
such support has waned as New
Afrikans have become increas‐
ingly more bourgeoisified, and
more and more assimilated. As a
result other countries have been
hesitant to step out on a limb in
support of amerikanized 'ne‐
groes'.

John Lewis is basically the
same in the sense with the Pac
Man politics, Abolition reformist
movement and postmodernism.
Also one of the leaders of the
Civil Rights Movement and a
leader in the peaceful nonviolent
strategy of protest and civil un‐
rest. The "Woke" U.$. leftists,
who are the pettybourgeoisie,
praises Angela Davis and John
Lewis as saints and the imperial‐
ist aided in placing them on those
pedestals to be praised by the
masses, because they knew with
the ideologies and concepts that

 Environmental racism
 Health inequalities

Ultimately, that is the reason
the tribunal was so important.
With the advent of the guilty ver‐
dict the political line that seeks
revolutionary nationalism for in‐
ternal semicolonies in north
amerika has been legitimized
within the eyes of the interna‐
tional community, and the United
Nations (U.N.).

Now with the advent of the
People's Senate We will possess
the infrastructure to properly seek
these two individuals promote
will do no real harm to their op‐
pressive establishment. Point
proven in the last summer series
of protest after the murder of
George Floyd and many others.
What real change came from
that civil unrest in a real revolu‐
tionary way? It's because of An‐
gela Davis and John Lewis that
We have to reeducate and un
brainwash the masses from the
concepts and ideologies of Re‐
formism, Revisionism, Postmod‐
ernism and the PacMan politics
with the concepts and ideologies

out reparations, and independent
nationhood. Up until this point
the reparation push in this present
landscape has been one which
revolutionary nationalists would
be hardpressed to support. This
was because the institutions and
handpicked persyns chosen as
the voice for reparations move‐
ment were amerikanized negroes,
seeking further assimilation into
amerika, utilizing the economic
plight of segments of New Afrika
to advance their own agendas.
With the People's Senate, We will
guarantee a people's voice, and a
people's control of the direction
of Our collective movement. In‐
carcerated persyns may also take
part in this People's Senate. You
should contact the Jericho Move‐
ment for further details on how to
participate.

Power Moves
The abovementioned inter‐
national tribunal took place in
Harlem, at the Malcolm X and
Betty Shabazz center, which is
the exact location Bro. Malcolm
X. was assassinated.
Now, 56ADM (56 years After
the Death of Malcolm), those
men who've languished behind
bars falsely framed by the U.S.
government for Bro. Malcolm's
murder were officially exoner‐
ated 18 November 2021. This
long overdue exoneration came
about after a February 2020 Net‐
flix documentary, Who Killed
Malcolm X aired, and its startling
conclusion initiated calls from the
Shabazz family to reopen the
case of Bro. Malcolm's assassina‐
tion. The basic conclusion is that
the actual shooter, along with oth‐
ers present were working on be‐
half of the FBI, when they
murdered Malcolm X on the or‐
ders of their masters.
Of course to many this is not
'news', but merely a confirmation
of a longheld belief. What is out‐
rageous to this writer is that with
the government basically admit‐
ting to assassinating one of the
greatest and best leaders We've
had for the New Afrikan libera‐
tion cause, the level of outrage is
basically zero. Brother Malcolm
once said that We have gone from
a race of warriors and untamed
runaways, to a race of complicit
house n___ers. Sad, but true.
When the U.S. can for all intents
and purposes admit to assassinat‐
ing Malcolm X, a liberatory
leader, when Kyle Rittenhouse
can be found not guilty (more on
this later) and there is no outrage
or sustained resistance, when Ah‐
maud Arbery's murderers begin
trial and not ONE New Afrikan
persyn is selected on their jury in
a county that is 25% New Afrikan
(more on this later) and there is no
outrage nor sustained resistance,
We've become complicit in Our
of Marxism, Leninism and Mao‐
ism to gain liberation from impe‐
rialism through armed resistance
and revolution. Reason why it
was stated that they are agents of
the imperialist propaganda in the
article "Oh, So You Woke."
Whether it was intentional or not
they step out of the realm of being
First World lumpen to the realm
of the pettybourgeoisie and ben‐
efited from the transition also. It
pays to be famous and in the
limelight of the pop culture revo‐
lutionary contest, right? Even af‐
ter being on the front lines where

own oppression. We've capitu‐
lated to the will of Our enemies.
WILL THE REAL NEW
AFRIKANS PLEASE STAND
UP!!!???
As if Our case for Black se‐
cession, and a socialist Republic
of New Afrika weren't clearly
justified, events like Kyle Ritten‐
house's acquittal, and the lack of
Black jurors in the case of Ah‐
maud Arbery underscore griev‐
ances issued by generations of
neocolonized Afrikans
in
amerika. What We as a people
must overstand is that these is‐
sues do not persist because of
racism. Malcolm X wasn't assas‐
sinated by racism, but by a cor‐
rupt power structure. Kyle
Rittenhouse's murderer of two
Black Lives Matter supporters
and the wounding of a third,
wasn't acquitted by a racist, nor
because of racism, as his victims
were white themselves. Instead
he was acquitted because the po‐
litical orientation that led to his
actions (settlercolonial imperial‐
ism) is part and parcel with the
political identity of the corrupt
power structure. And finally, the
murderers of Ahmaud Arbery are
being tried by a jury of their
peers, while New Afrikans have
been pleading for the same con‐
sideration for literally centuries,
because their actions were in fur‐
therance of the corrupt power
structure's sustained power. That
is while some of us have been
struggling to 'FREE THE
LAND!', a New Afrikan is unable
to run FREELY in the LAND.
The devilish cowards that mur‐
dered brother Ahmaud reinforce
the colonial relationship between
New Afrikans and the white set‐
tler amerikans.
The time has come to move
away from BLACK LIVES
MATTER to the NEW BLACK
LIBERATION
MOVEMENT.
We are not fighting racism, We're
fighting oppressive and exploita‐
tive POWER. In order to ever be
FREE, in order to have a REAL
influence on whether or not inci‐
dents like those mentioned here
ever happen again, We must ob‐
tain POWER, and We must exer‐
cise POWER in nonexploitative
or oppressive manners. To ac‐
complish this, the formula is sim‐
ple, We must organize now for
people's WAR, Vita Wa Watu, to
seize power, and implement so‐
cialist (non exploitative/oppres‐
sive) power. ■
LONG LIVE THE SPIRIT OF
MALCOLM X
WILL THE REAL NEW
AFRIKANS PLEASE STAND
UP
POWER MOVES

they witness first hand so many
of our souljas and leaders lose
their lives, placed in exile and/or
imprisoned, they settled for posi‐
tions of comfort for self and ap‐
peared to be in the struggle still,
instead of being ten toes down in
the mud with WE overthrowing
imperialism/capitalism to estab‐
lish socialism, and later commu‐
nism, nation and worldwide. ■
DON'T FALL FOR THE POP
CULTURE REVOLUTIONARY
HYPE COMRADES.
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Regarding the BP 3.91 Revision
by a comrade of Texas T.E.A.M.
O.N.E.
November 2021
Revolutionary salutations to
all Texas USW comrades, lead‐
ers, supporters, and those reading
this wonderful newspaper for the
first time. In ULK #75 there was
some dialogue regarding the BP
3.91 (see "Texas Censorship Rule
(BP3.91) Being Revised") and i
would like to speak to some
things.
Comrades, as you all read in
the last issue, Allred RHU went
on hunger strike in protest not
only against B.P.3.91, but also
the illegal use of solitary
confinement as practiced via
RHU, and we also fought for
other pressing issues. Due to this
action, on September 8th i was
pulled off the outside rec yard,
and brought to a cage; this cage is
very similar to the one illustrated
by the comrade in the last issue.
Me and another New Afrikan
brother were the only two of all
the strikers who went through
this. After standing in the cage for
about 30 mins to an hour I was
informed by an inmate worker
that "they takin all yo shit." By
this i assumed he meant food/
beverage items of which i only
possessed empty condiment
bottles so I had no worries. Half
an hour later, the property officer
and a lieutenant come to escort
me. They tell me i will have to
send property, particularly books,
home; i have too many and they
may not be given to another
prisoner. As they say this i have
heated words with the property
officer, and have to be escorted
by a major and some others. They
bring me to the office and outside
my property (all of it including
state
property)
is
slung
everywhere. I'm irate to say the
least.
It is at that time that i entered
an office with regional director
David Blackwell, along with
three unit wardens. Here is a brief
overview of what was said
pertaining to the B.P.3.91 policy.
So this policy was supposedly
pushed for by these "family
groups". He mentioned Texas
Inmate Families Association
(TIFA) as the main culprit.
Supposedly one of the TIFA
members has a brother who's a
sex offender (S.O.), and she
learned that he was allowed to
write pen pals who sent her
brother sexually charged letters.
Further investigation led the
sister in question to observe that
he could also view/receive
pictures of women as long as the
female wasn't showing her
"parts". This woman was
... Continued from p. 5

immediately concerned that her
brother was not being allowed the
proper
environment
to
rehabilitate his behavior, and this
is what led to the rule change.
In case you don't know, every
week, like clock work, TIFA and
other family groups like the
Families for Air Conditioning in
TDCJ,
have
phone/zoom
conferences with the executive
director and other top personnel.
In these conferences these groups
are having influence on policy
changes and other things that
affect us here in prison. The issue
is that these groups are not in
contact with the masses, which in
this case is US, the captives. TIFA
has a $25 membership fee yearly,
and imprisoned people can join.
However, imprisoned voices are a
minority, and are/will be over
rode by the pettybourgeois/labor
aristocrat
elements
which
dominate this terrain and don't
allow prisoners to practice any
level of selfdetermination. Even
worse is that these groups (TIFA
in particular) do not even reply to
inquiries from prisoners. The pigs
mentioned above provided me
with their info to contact and
begin dialogue. I've wrote, I've e
mailed, I've DM'd, and have
gotten no response. This is on
trend as we of TX TEAM ONE
have repeatedly contacted them
in the past during our previous 3
hunger strikes in the last 4 years,
not including this year's. Never
have we received any reply. So
what does this tell us?
It tells us that the class divide
is very profound in the TX prison
movement, even on the "left". It
tells us that at this present
juncture we can not collaborate
with such reformers in any
concrete way. Our movement
MUST be prisonerled.
Speaking specifically to the
BP3.91 issue, from observation
one can see that these pigs are
picking and choosing when/

... Targeted for Honesty

is because they feel the guilt of
their own actions. They are taught
from a young age to have blind
faith in someone else's interpreta‐
tion of what is right and wrong; so
completely blinded by lies that
when I remove the blindfold, and
reveal the simple truth, it is inter‐
preted as mental illness.
There was a 3rd time I hit a
C.O. with the truth, but I did not
get a M.H. referral that time.
Again, as I was entering 5 Block,
a tower cop stopped me and asked
me why I was having such con‐
flict with the C.O. that is bringing
the drugs in. I replied that "I don't
like (greensuits) because I am do‐
ing a life sentence for a crime I
did not do." She was taken aback
momentarily by this, but she re‐
covered quickly and shot back
that, "It is not my fault, it is the

court that did that to you." A clas‐
sic little Eichmann.
I did not continue to argue
with that C.O. because I have a lil
respect for her straight forward
approach as evidenced by the fact
she did not give me a M.H. refer‐
ral. Rather, I gave her all the time
she needs for the truth to sink in
that she is the one that pushes the
button to either open or close the
door on my cage.
Her own greensuit makes her
directly responsible for my im‐
prisonment. It is irrelevant that
she has good looks or that she has
qualities that I admire such as an
honest straight forward approach,
or that she is blinded by lies of
what is right or wrong. All that
matters is that tower cop is di‐
rectly responsible for depriving

where to enforce this rule. THE
RULE DID PASS! Initially we
were told that it hadn't, that's not
the case. Not only did this
Director tell us so, but as i scribe
this, Allred Unit has been under
rolling lock down and the pigs
(from what We in RHU are being
told) are solely focused on pics,
mags, etc. We in RHU haven't
been hit yet. Last week the ACA
came to the unit. An audit. The
pigs were verbally reprimanded
(the wardens were) by ACA
personnel for even operating the
lockdown/shake down while they
are/were still supposed to be
under COVID protocol. This is a
violation of CDC guidelines,
which is one of the things we
called attention to during the
strike. The ACA demanded the
wardens to cease the shake down.
They did so for the week the ACA
was here, yet today (9 November
2021) We've heard that they've
resumed on the ECB building,
and are to be coming here next.
U.S. Weekly and Cosmopolitan
have been denied here.
The legal standing they're
trying to stand on with this move
is that if they were to target
specifically sex offenders with
this rule while not applying it to
the masses of the prison
population who are not S.O.s
then they open themselves up for
suit
by
the
S.O.s
for
discrimination. What it boils
down to is We're gonna have to
come together and fight this
through litigation. Simple.
We encourage others who are
SERIOUS about litigating this
issue to contact us. While our
writers within TEAM ONE are
busy
challenging
RHU
confinement, We can possibly
put all Our heads together to
formulate a way forward. All
those who've filed step 1 & 2, and
look to move forward towards
litigation should reach out to us:
Tx TeamOne/ 113 Stockhom,
#1A/ Brooklyn, NY 11221 ■
an innocent man of his freedom.
She is directly responsible for
holding guilty men in a cage far
longer than anyone should be de‐
tained.
MLK said that "when con‐
fronted with truth, we have an
obligation to stand up for what is
right." The only thing greensuits
stand up for is a dirty paycheck.
We all must remove the blindfold
of faith and see ourselves, truth!!
■

... Continued from p. 5

... Retaliation

themselves are criminals. This
type of thing needs to be brought
up next time some politician out
there screams "We need more
prisons". 'Go to Texas prison with
a bad drug habit, leave worse
when you get out'. That should be
the politicians slogan.
TDCJ proudly states "We are
an agency of rehabilitation and
positive change", the best lie be‐
ing sold to the public. The only
thing TDCJ higherups care
about, is that government fund‐
ing. At the moment Coffield has a
sky high suicide rate due to all the
drugs. This place is completely
out of compliance and under
staffed. Prisoners are left in day‐
rooms (that have no toilets) for
hours and have to use the re‐
stroom on shifts because there's
no one to let them in the cell to
use the restroom.
Hours pass with no security
checks, a clear breach of security.
A few days ago there was an audit
on the unit, C/Os from other units
were called in, so they could pass
the inspection. As soon as the in‐
spectors left, the C/Os from other
units left behind them. There's no
outside recreation, the water is
getting prisoners sick, but plenty
of K2 to keep the prisoners
"Dumbed down", so there won't
be complaints.
Society needs to realize that
prisoners will return to neighbor‐
hoods out there. How can prison‐
ers, whom are sent to prison to
rehabilitate themselves, accom‐
plish that goal, when the good
lawabiding correctional officers,
bring poison, to make them
worse? These same prisoners will
be released, will reoffend, com‐
mit worse crimes, due to a drug
problem that got worse in prison.
How many crooked C/Os have
been indicted, for the victims of
suicide and drug overdoses, that
have died in Coffield, due to the
drugs these C/Os bring in? This
system and its C/Os are the prob‐
lem, something people in high
places, refuse to admit to the pub‐
lic.
For years our families got
blamed for the drug flow coming
into prison. When COVID19 ar‐
rived, visitations got shut down
and the truth was exposed, as to
who really brought the dope in.
Over a year, no visitations yet the
dope was delivered on time. The
truth is K2 is sprayed on just
about anything, or brought in liq‐
uid forms. Meth, heroin, cocaine
and pills can easily be hidden on
C/Os that bring it for a nice hefty
price. A $20 cellphone now goes
for $2000 OR $2500 each.
So let's put this together: The
proposed solution is a team that
goes after prisoners who PUR‐
CHASE contraband from C/Os.
This helps the Warden shift the
blame and cover who the real
crooks are, and everything's
blamed on the prisoners. This
way the truth is not exposed and
questions never need to be an‐
swered.
For my writing about this type
of corruption, I am now under fire
by the warden and administra‐
tion. Enclosed are copies of com‐
plaints
filed
with
the

Ombudsman's office due to ha‐
rassment/retaliation against me.
The Ombudsman's office claims
to be an independent entity, that
investigates family complaints
against TDCJ officials  (NOT
TRUE). In reality, they work
handinhand with TDCJ offi‐
cials.
"Due to a lack of evidence,
your allegations could not be
substantiated." (Lack of evi‐
dence? There are cameras all over
the unit, that record video) If Ms.
Melodee Blalock would have
performed a proper investigation
of the date and time the incidents
occurred, she could have re‐
trieved video that would have
placed C/O Brewer at my cubicle/
cell destroying my property. She
just wouldn't go against the Good
Ol' boy system.
Violations of misconduct by
staff, when confirmed (Notice the
words "When confirmed") are
addressed in accordance with es‐
tablished administrative proce‐
dures. Such decisions are
considered confidential (Notice
the word 'Confidential') and not
released to the general public.
TDCJ and Ombudsman both
work as the outside cops. When a
C/O has violated policy or ha‐
rassed a prisoner, a wall of silence
instantly goes up and things are
quietly swept under the rug.
The reply my sister received
means: Even if C/O Brewer is
guilty, it will be covered up by the
good ol' boy system that's de‐
signed to never admit wrong. I
was housed at the dorm area from
2017 till 2021 with no alterca‐
tions of this sort. After I wrote the
first article, full retaliation was
enforced. When it got really bad,
my sister filed the complaint. 46
days after filing, the same C/O
Brewer, who the complaint was
filed against, showed up at my
cubicle with his supervisor SGT
Hom, to place me in handcuffs.
I was escorted to a segregation
cage, which had no restroom or
running water. I was stripped
searched and left in those condi‐
tions, under extreme heat without
relief (water, fan, restroom
break), on a hot July day. I was
there from 9 am till 4:30 pm. I
was denied water and was forced
to urinate in bottles that an SSI
had to sneak to me.
Just one example of the injus‐
tice prisoners have to endure at
the hands of the oppressors.
Which politician, with a nice
desk, watches over the oppres‐
sors, who enjoy violating prison‐
ers rights and get off on abusing
their power? I will continue to
expose a corrupt system that's in
real need of prison reform. And to
accomplish that goal, the prison
reform needs to start with its own
C/Os.
I see parole March of 2022,
after 2 three year setoffs. If
something happens to me, com‐
rades the answer as to why, is in
your hands. Thanks to each of
you. May God walk with each of
you. ■
End the Prison System
Give Power to the people
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Gov. Abbot Pledges to Eliminate Rapists
While Porn is Forced on TX Prisoners
by a Texas prisoner
January 2022
While Governor Abbot has
enacted a full on assault on
women's rights here in Texas, I
heard him defend his decision to
not even allow young rape vic‐
tims to have an abortion. His rea‐
soning was that he has plans to
end rape in the great state of
Texas (and I have plans to win the
powerball lottery). This is almost
as good news as was President
Nixon announcing that he was,
"Not a Crook", or George H.W.
Bush promising, "No new taxes."
But what would you expect from
a guy who cannot manage to keep
the electric on in a state that
makes its fortunes in the energy
business?
So it should surprise no one to
know that Gov. Abbot's Texas
Department of Criminal Justice
(TDCJ) has enacted extremely
stringent mail room policies (BP
3.91), which has prisoners and
their family members up in arms!
(see p. 11) These restrictive poli‐
cies were put in place because
family members of sex offenders
complained that their loved ones
were not able to get the rehabili‐
tation that they need while in
prison because of all the drugs
and photos of women in their un‐
derwear that all of the other pris‐
oners possess. What does TDCJ
do? They pass a rule that not only
prevents sexually explicit photos
from entering this prison it also
does not allow any crayon,
marker, colored paper, or greeting
cards and many books and maga‐
zines are denied.
I myself had my Men's Health
and National Geographic maga‐
zines denied for "sexually ex‐
plicit content," and just today I
was denied the opportunity to
even read a letter from my aging,
almost 80yearold mother be‐
cause it was written on colored
paper. I was also recently denied a
drawing, from a church member's
son for the same exact reason and
he is only 7.
TDCJ thinks they can stop
drugs and sexually explicit con‐
tent from entering into prisons by
trampling all over the First
Amendment, but the sad fact of
the matter is that outlawing and

strict policing laws cannot and
will not ever stop people from do‐
ing what they want to do. It hasn't
worked with the drug nor anti
sodomy laws and it darn sure
won't work inside of TDCJ while
they have lowpaid, overworked,
understaffed employees looking
to make a buck.

Now with BP3.91 aiming to
eliminate material that might pre‐
vent sex offenders from recover‐
ing we find out that the policy is
used to censor educational mate‐
rial, holiday cards and letters
from children while prisoners are
watching porn on TV all day
whether they want to be or not.

Well, Governor, if you're not
too busy stalking abortion clinics
or sifting through citizen's per‐
sonal mail, you might want to
check out what all of those locked
up sex offenders and gang
bangers are doing here. Since you
don't feel it profitable to suffi‐
ciently staff your prisons so that
prisoners have healthy activities
like outside rec and mental health
support groups to engage their
minds, you leave them to lounge
around in their rubber sandals all
day, soaking up the wonderful air
conditioning, selling their psych
meds, smoking K2, tobacco and
meth and snorting and overdosing
on oxycontin, suboxone, percocet
and alcohol while they eat cheese
puffs and have guards scroll
through the seemingly endless se‐
lection of partial and full nudity
labeled shows on the Ondemand
cable TVs.

We like the connection this
comrade makes to Abbot's great
plan to ban abortion and elimi‐
nate rapists. Below we print an‐
other story about gender and rape
in prisons from a comrade who
has been studying MIM's writ‐
ings on gender. This adds to the
critique of Abbot by pointing out
how all sex is rape under patri‐
archy, as well as pointing to the
intimate relation between porn
and profits that prevent rape from
being eliminated under capital‐
ism. The tying of pleasure and
power to motivate the consumer
class to keep capital circulating in
the economy is so important to
the bourgeoisie that rape has be‐
come an unavoidable feature of
capitalism.

The really tough thing for
Gov. Abbot and the unit Wardens
is that it is against the rules for
prisoners to operate or even touch
the remote controls. So either
their officers are not following the
rules or they themselves are
choosing to force this kind of pro‐
gramming on a captive audience.
This is exactly why they don't al‐
low prayers to be read over school
intercoms any more, because you
cannot avoid hearing it even if
you want to and believe me, there
are some things you just cannot
unsee or unhear.
Here there is no escaping sec‐
ondhand smoke, nor the scorn of
porn, no matter how many
mothers' letters the mail room de‐
nies.
Wiawimawo of MIM(Prisons)
adds: We've been pointing out
the false logic in recent waves of
censorship and digitizing of mail
across this country, with evidence
that drugs in prisons have not
been reduced, which was the
stated aim of these policies.(1)

Connally Unit Denying
Grievances and Retaliating
by Connally Committee of Texas
T.E.A.M. O.N.E.
November 2021
First, on B.P.391 in Texas,
there are units that are fighting
this policy, yet here on Connally
Unit they are taking and denying
everything they can and they are
not allowing us to appeal any‐
thing. We've written a bunch of
grievances and they all got re‐
turned saying that the issue is not
grievable, and when we file step
2's, they are all getting thrown
away. We have no wins here on
Connally.
Second, we've contacted the
TDCJ ombudsman on multiple
ranking officers and regular offi‐
cers. In doing that we are getting
retaliated on and harassed. They
are cell searching and destroying
our property, tearing our pics,
denying us our privilege of com‐
missary, rec or day room. We've
sent multiple grievances on these

officers and they never come
back. The wardens are letting
them retaliate on us and not doing
anything about it! The Connally
Unit is steadily short staff only on
their Fridays and payday. Right
now we're short staffed and when
we asked a question about what's
going on, they put us on 23hour
lockdown — for asking a ques‐
tion. They are playing with peo‐
ples' lives and freedoms here on
Connally Unit. We can't grieve
officers because they always
come back saying "this isn't
grievable." We're in a nowin sit‐
uation here!
MIM(Prisons) responds: If they
won't let you grieve, then it's time
to come together with all who can
be united there and get creative.
We've been fighting the griev‐
ance battle for years. It is only a
tactic. It will never solve com‐
rades' problems overall because
the rules are only applied when
they want them to be. ■

A California prisoner writes:
After reading the MC5 paper
"Clarity on what gender is", I was
a bit confused about MacKin‐
non's line that all sex is rape. It
took me a few days to compre‐
hend what she was trying to say.
First if something does not make
sense, check your premise.
Her statement didn't add up
because my premise was that she
was making a statement, when in
reality her line is a metaphor of
patriarchy (oppressive culture
where men dominate). I recall
feminists using a similar line in
South America, "You are the
rapist." And I believe this is what
MacKinnon was trying to say.
This is a metaphor of the domi‐
nance of men in gender oppres‐
sion.
It really became clear for me
at "pill call." I was waiting in line
for my pills and on the other side
of the fence some other prisoners
were waiting in line for pills. One
group was nuts to butts and a sec‐
ond the same. Both groups were
standing 6 feet away from a sex
offender as if he had some sort of
contagious leprosy.
It is at this point a nurse walks
by and the first group starts mur‐
muring
obscene
comments
amongst each other about her
body. The second group started
panting like a bunch of wild dogs
and talking among themselves
about the girl's body. Meanwhile
the isolated sex offender said
nothing.
Everyone in line had some‐
thing disgusting to say about the
nurse except for the one man that
everyone else is pretending to be
better than. There is no doubt in
my mind that every single one of
those disgusting animals would
be a rapist if it was just them and
her in a room alone, thus giving
merit to the feminist line "you are
the rapist" and clarifying MacK‐
innon's line "all sex is rape."
Those men that so quickly be‐
came something less at the mere
sight of a female are taught by an
endless barrage of television
commercials
exploiting
a
woman's beauty, that women are
objects. Every time anyone wants
to sell something in this capitalist
culture the object is next to a
beautiful woman, thus the object

for sale is automatically associ‐
ated with a woman as an object,
similar to hypnotism.
Some of the men were proba‐
bly only acting like wild animals
just to fit in because they think
that objectifying the woman is
what is expected of them. How‐
ever, that is somehow worse than
the one who really is only seeing
an object, because a mindless ani‐
mal who can't think for himself is
always worse than a selfthinking
man of reason.
From a woman's perspective
she truly must feel oppressed liv‐
ing in a world where all men act
like disgusting animals. Truly she
must feel like "all sex is rape" be‐
cause all men act like rapists. As a
reaction, women are past the
point of tolerance and a lot of men
are now doing serious time in
prison for nothing more than
what the capitalist system teaches
them to do. For the liberation of
women it becomes necessary for
men to become oppressed, espe‐
cially so here in Amerika where
the answer to every conflict is a
life sentence in prison.
Revolution from my perspec‐
tive is never accomplished by half
measures of compromise (small
talk, legislation, reform, etc).
Rights are never granted, they are
won.
We all, female and male, must
unite to win our right to be treated
as a human being. We all must
fight for our liberation. The mon‐
ster that is the U.S. government
cannot be reasoned with, cannot
be reformed, every time we win 1
step, we lose 2. It is now all or
nothing. For all of us that are op‐
pressed the time is now. We must
rise not for ourselves, but for a
better future.

Final comments by Wiaw‐
imawo: This comrade's assump‐
tion that any of these men would
have raped the womyn if given a
chance contradicts eir assumption
that some are just following along
in the act. But this reinforces the
point that rape is a systematic
thing, that even if each of those
men would not have raped that
womyn if they found her alone,
they participated in the culture of
rape.
We'd also point out that many
females do not "feel like all sex is
rape", and we argue that this is the
case in the oppressor nations be‐
cause of the gender privilege fe‐
males have here they are gender
oppressors, or men.
If Gov. Abbot's big plan for
ending rape is to lock up rapists,
this will fail on two accounts.
One is that Amerikan prisons do
not reform or rehabilitate, which
is why we are building our own
independent institutions of the
oppressed. But more importantly,
rape is not about individual
choices and behaviors, just like
all crimes that are epidemic in
imperialist society. Our culture
creates rapists every day. It is
only by transforming the rela‐
tions between humyn beings that
we can eliminate rape. And as
mentioned above, capitalism is so
dependent on selling sex, it is
only through overthrowing capi‐
talism that we can begin to make
real strides in this transformation.
■
Notes:
1. A Texas Prisoner, March
2021, "TDCJ: Your Staff are
Bringing in the Drugs, and it
Must Stop", Under Lock & Key
No. 73.
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An Ongoing Discussion on Organizing Strategy Pt. 3
by Narobi Äntari of United
Struggle from Within
January 2022
Revolutionary greetings to all
the comrades!
In this article Iself will be
building with ya'll in unity, criti‐
cism, unity on the ongoing dis‐
cussion on organizing strategy
that's been going on in the last 3
ULKs. But where my focus is go‐
ing to be on are the questions that
the comrade Wiawimawo stated
at the end of Comrade S. Xanas‐
tas' "An Ongoing Discussion Or‐
ganizing Strategy Pt. 2" in ULK
No. 74. Also, a little on the re‐
defining words that are used to
villianize WE from Comrade Tri‐
umphant's article "Forever Pro‐
tecting the Community: We Are
Our Own Liberators" in ULK No.
75.
The questions posed by our
comrade Wiawimawo are stated
below:
"can building the Re-Lease on
Life and University of Maoist
Thought programs mobilize and

reach the masses in the same way
as the campaigns making de‐
mands from the state?
"...Isn’t a campaign exposing the
widespread use of torture in U.$.
prisons an undermining of U.$.
imperialism regardless of the ma‐
neuvers the various states make to
cut back on or hide their use of
long-term isolation? Or should
we focus solely on the Third World
neo-colonies and expose U.$.
meddling in Ethiopia, Cuba and
Haiti?"

To answer the first question:
can building the ReLease on Life
and University of Maoist
Thought programs mobilize and
reach the masses in the same way
as the campaigns making de‐
mands from the state? I would
have to say yes, and I also think
that the ReLease on Life and the
University of Maoist Thought
Programs will aid and assist with
the campaigns making demands
from the state. Reason why is that
the University of Maoist Thought
programs and the ReLease on
Life will give the deimperializa‐
tion study groups, programs, or

classes, etc. Plus the most right
and exact educational class WE
can bring to the masses so WE
can liberate ourselves. Which
will in turn not just promote these
campaigns, but these individuals
who "over"take these classes will
have a sense of duty to not just
self, but the whole commune to
start up campaigns that are mak‐
ing demands from the state. In
turn, this will open the opportu‐
nity to capture the minds of more
of the masses from the imperialist
reigns of control to be redirected
to our deimperialization study
groups and/or classes, and then
that situation repeats until the
masses are overwhelmingly
pushing S.O.P.s in these koncen‐
tration kamps and communism to
the outside free world.
Next question is: Isn't a cam‐
paign exposing the widespread
use of torture in U.$. prisons an
undermining of U.$. imperialism
regardless of the maneuvers the
various states make to cut back on
or widen their use of longterm
isolation? I knowledge that these

Uphold the 3Ps! initiative
and Prop. 57 updates
by Legion of United Struggle
from Within
January 2022
I recently paroled from
C.D.C.R. into the B.O.P. Obser‐
vation and inquiry reveals a
downward trend in the cut, cal‐
iber, and clarity of the general
population.
General Mao Zedong tells us
we have to become the change we
want to see. Legion in the past has
built at length under UnityCriti‐
cismUnity on the people's strug‐
gle for selfdetermination who
are entangled in the underground
commercial sex industry. Obser‐
vation within the C.D.C.R. re‐
vealed that there was no incentive
for a person, male or female and
regardless of sexual bent, to "pro‐
gram" at first, it's shocking to re‐
veal.
However, when you are sent
to prison you get a 841. It used to
be a long green sheet of paper —
now it's all electronic. They have
"P" codes for violent offenders,
arsonists, and anyone convicted
of any "sex" crime. "P" coded in‐
dividuals include (but is not lim‐
ited to) domestic abusers,
indecent exposure, childtouch‐
ers, rapists, pimps, prostitutes,
Johns, etc. In California alone, a
large part of the population has a
"P" code.
"P"coded people at first were
ineligible for milestones and re‐
lief under Prop 47, Prop 35, Prop
57, SB260 and SB261. The "Peo‐
ple" of California always exclude
rather than include under the
guise of public safety. They al‐
ways combine "murderers &
rapists" in their cry for tough on
crime policy. And will give a
murderer the opportunity to pro‐
create but not the rapist. In turn, a
lot of persons flock to alternative
living because they have no hope.
My duty is to build people's
brains. And under the guidance of
MIM(Prisons) to build public
opinion and independent institu‐
tions of the oppressed. To quote
ULK we support the selfdetermi‐
nation of ALL nations and peo‐
ples. That said Legion is calling
on all ESP (Erotic Service
Providers) in the confines of U.$.

prisons under the thick net of op‐
pression to ADOPT, RATIFY,
GROW, and INSTITUTE the 3P
initiative:
1. The safety factor, there is al‐
ways safety in numbers.
2. Education of revolutionary
thought & practice, ignorance
of the knowledge around you is
NO EXCUSE.
3. You aren't alone, you are not
the anomaly.
These are the reasons to adopt,
grow, and institute.
Legion is well aware of the
hardship people face when sub‐
jected to the "P" code. This label
is akin to the Jewish persecution
in Nazi Germany during Hitler's
reign of terror. This is what is
meant when you get your 128G
printout and people see your "P"
code in these "people's" mind its a
greenlight for extortion, vio‐
lence, and sexual assault. UFPP is
against these parasitic practices in
prisons and abroad. ESPs are not
just the vessels but the senders
and the users. And everyone has a
seat at the table. The 3P initiative
is a work of Legion ergo it is
rooted in UFPP and USW. DLS
(Dirty Little Secrets) and the
WWC (White Wolf Collective)
are some of the initiates of 3P and
are apart of the cell Legion.
— Peace

THE 3P INITIATIVE
1. PROTECT OUR INTER‐
ESTS AT ALL COSTS
2. ELEVATE OUR STAN‐
DARDS
3. UNITE OUR PEOPLE
— Accept yourself and be your
own
— I CAN DO NOTHING BY
MYSELF. IT'S ABOUT: US,
WE, AND OURS!
MIM(Prisons) adds: In Under
Lock & Key 61 we addressed in
depth the question of sex offend‐
ers and their role in the prison
movement. One article in that is‐
sue concluded with:
"Maoists believe that problems
amongst the people should be

handled peacefully among the
people and thru the methods of
discussion and debate. Most pris‐
oners are locked up exactly be‐
cause they engaged in some type
of anti-people activity at one
point or another of their lives.
Should these actions define pris‐
oners? According to MIM
Thought, all U.$. citizens will be
viewed as reforming criminals by
the Third World socialist move‐
ment under the Joint Dictatorship
of the Proletariat of the Op‐
pressed Nations (JDPON). The
First World lumpen will be no ex‐
ception regardless of crime of
choice."(1)

We do not put any special
conditions on "sex offenses," but
recognize some crimes as more
serious than others. We do think
we all need to undergo transfor‐
mation, guided by criticism/self
criticism, as we create a world
free of oppression. We believe all
people can be redeemed and will
have the ability to in the future.
Unfortunately, today that is not
the case. But we welcome with
open arms all who are ready for
redemption through revolution to
begin with our new Revolution‐
ary 12 Step Program.
Regarding Prop. 57, there was
a California state Supreme Court
decision on 2 January 2022 that
CDCR shall not allow early pa‐
role to people who have any sen‐
tence terms that are violent
felonies (In re Mohammad, No.
S259999). Similarly the original
law was implemented by CDCR
to exclude anyone with a required
sex offender registration under
Penal Code subsection 290.
However, this was overturned on
28 December 2020 (In re Gadlin,
No. S254599). Such people
should have been "referred to the
Board by July 1, 2021 and must
be scheduled for a hearing by no
later than December 2022." (see
CCR title 15, § 2449.32)
The Prison Law Office should
be able to provide you with addi‐
tional details if you are uncertain
how this affects your parole eligi‐
bility: PRISON LAW OFFICE
General Delivery, San Quentin,
CA 949640001 ■
Notes:
Note: 1. Ehecatl, April 2018, "Sex Offenders
and the Prison Movement", Under Lock & Key
61: March/April 2018.

campaigns that expose wide‐
spread use of torture and long
term isolation, with the many
campaigns to teach the deaf,
dumb, and blind of our First
World lumpen class to see, be
mindful, and more nationally, in‐
ternationally,
revolutionarily
conscious, and be able to discern
the difference from what is revo‐
lutionary and what is not. This
will breed the revolutionary soul‐
jas which is needed to topple U.$.
imperialism and imperialism as a
whole. Souljas like those in the
Ayiti (Haiti) revolution (Aug. 14,
1791  Dec. 1803) the first and
only successful revolution of
Afrikans where General Francois
Capois yelled this battle cry at the
final battle:
"Grenadye, also! Sa Ki Mouri,
Zafe a yo! Nan pwen manman.
Nan pwen papa. Sa ki mouri, zafe
a yo! Grenadye, aloso!"
Which translates to:
"Soldiers attack (or to the
front and move forward)! Those
who die, so what! There is no
mom. There is no dad. Those who
die, so what!"
WE have to come with this
mindset while in this realm of
revolution, and if WE are not
there yet then WE better hop
scotch into a Usain Bolt sprint to
it and lock it in for eternity. For
this is the mindset which is going
to get us to the transfer of power
from imperialism to communism.
WE gotta be expecting that the
imperialists are going to try to
hide their dirty laundry after WE
show how filthy their ways are.
So in saying that we ALL have to
become counterattack masters
and specialists just as much as
WE ALL ARE to be ready to be‐
come future leaders of the revolu‐
tionary struggle.
Which is also answering the
following question: or should we
focus soley on the third world
neocolonies and expose U.$.
meddling on Ethiopia, Cuba, and
Haiti? Now just stating that WE
ALL have to become counterat‐
tack specialists and be ready to
become future leaders, the com‐
rade with the most knowledge
gets to speak on either of the
three. If WE don't have any of the
comrades or leaders who have

that knowledge, then WE gone
get into that study hall classroom
and get some knowledge, wis‐
dom, understanding, and elect a
cadre to each country.
So the focus that is needed to
build campaigns that will under‐
mine the imperialists here in the
U.$. and the world abroad, will be
there in full discretion. WE gotta
become the monsters that the
beast is scared to death of. Since
everybody has or had a monster
that they was afraid of, why not
BE the monster(s) the imperial‐
ists shit and piss in their pants ev‐
ery time they think of WE. Then
die of heart attack when WE
manifest in the flesh.
Because WE as revolutionar‐
ies and FW lumpen have been
villainized by the imperialists al‐
ready right? It's either now that
WE redefine these words or
abandon words like "monster,"
"demons," "gang," "criminal",
and etc. Just how the comrade
Triumphant stated in their article
"Forever Protecting the Commu‐
nity: We Are Our Own Libera‐
tors," I see and knowledge that
this task is going to be a difficult
one. First, redefining these words
to the point it's worldwide spread
that even our opps — the imperi‐
alists — knows the redefinition of
word that they use to villainize
WE and use the new definition
their damn selfs. Example: How
many knows Tupac Amaru
Shakur's redefinition of the word
'NIGGA'? Which is "Never Igno‐
rant Getting Goals Accom‐
plished" or does the first thing a
persyn think about is a New
Afrikan individual? And this
leads into part two: WE have to
remember our leaders and souljas
locked away like Larry Hoover
Sr., Iman Jalil Amin, Dr. Mutulu
Shakur, Bomani Shakur, and
many others' lives are dependent
on WE and if WE fail to redefine
correctly and get it worldwide
recognition; WE'll do more harm
to WE then forward progression
of the movement. This will push
us back like Gang injunctions and
R.I.C.O. acts. Just something WE
should keep in mind as we
progress forward in these stages
of organizing strategy. ■
L'UNION FAIT LA FORCE =
UNITY MAKES STRENGTH

Black Mighty Loyal Soldiers
and All Black Loyalty Join
the United Front For Peace!
by a Virginia prisoner
November 2021
My organization's name is
Black Mighty Loyal Soldiers/All
Black Loyalty. I am the founder
of B.M.L.S. and Comrade Ziggy
is the founder of A.B.L. He is
housed at Bland Correctional
Center. He would love a copy of
your newsletter as well. He
should be coming home.

The United Front principles
mean a lot to my organization
because I have been brought up
on these principles since early
2011. With needless conflicts
amongst ourselves, we could be
making a lot of progress towards
our goals. Oppressing each other
only keeps us back economically,
educationally, and weak.
I try very hard to unite those
facing the same struggle as me,
so they can see what's been going
on with us and communication is
a must to expose imperialism and
capitalism. Unity can and will

have us at the finish line.

I love Growth, because "We
don't go through life, we go
through life." We have to
continue to educate ourselves on
financial literature, health, and
our history to understand our
identity. I love to teach people the
"Ten Wealth Principles."
We can't fight against
oppression if we support any
form of it. It's insanity, people
should
learn
about
internationalism (all oppressed
people). To see that policy is how
it should be, we all move as one
fighting for the same goal.
The more independent we are,
the better we are as a whole, that's
how I can relate.
I am going to send copies of
my organization protocol, and
principles. ■
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New Class Action for Prisoners
Who Did Not Receive Stimulus
Money and Filed Taxes
by a Texas prisoner
December 2021
Dear MIM,

Oakland Division

I'm writing to advise of a need
for you to publish in your next is‐
sue a Notice of Pending Civil Ac‐
tion concerning those that did not
receive the $3,200.00 EIP
#1,#2,#3 ThirtyTwo Hundred
even after filing correctly. There
are lots of prisoners who filed by
mail and were discriminated on
by IRS and such violates a prior
order. If you can, please publish
in Next Volume:

1301 Clay Street Ste 400 S

Attn: Hon.
Judge

Clay v. Director of IRS
Mnuchin No4:21-CV-08132-PJH
Sub
Class
Representative
Thomas H. Clay advises all pris‐
oners who filed for EIP from Oct.
2020 — August of 2021 and did
not receive any check in mail or
Direct Deposit. After filing Form
1040/1040SR or letter with SSI#
and copy of such to show proof of
filing; then write to:
United States District Court
Northern District of California,

Oakland
5212

Clerk/Presiding

California

94612

If you are filing the following
criteria below:
1. Nondisabled or physically
or mentally impaired prisoner
in State or Federal Prison Insti‐
tution The United States
2. Correctly filing legal letters
to IRS or 1040/1040SR Form
2019/2020
from
October
15,2020 thru tax season of Jan‐
uary — August 17, 2021
3. Utilizing only Institutional
Regular Legal/or Indigent Le‐
gal Mail System in State of Fed‐
eral Prisons.
4. Who did not receive any pay‐
ment from IRS of EIP #1 #2 #3
5. In the form of "Check in
Mail" or "Direct Deposit to Ac‐
count".

6. Who can "Prove upon Re‐
quest" proof of the correct
timely filing by: copies of let‐
ters to the IRS office in your
State area, Prison Mail Room
Record of Legal Mail logged
letters showing IRS address.
Indigent mailing file showing
letter sent to IRS or
1040/1040SR copies or re‐
sponses from IRS during that
period from any of its offices.
7. And you were not issued any
checks for EIP #1 $600.00 EIP
#2 $1200.00 or CVRP/EIP #3
$1400.00 totaling $3,200.00
The court is reviewing Con‐
tempt of Court Order and Sub
Class Action from prior suit
Scholl v. Mnuchin that does not
protect the rights to amount of
payment withheld from prisoners
in a discriminatory manner by
IRS. Possibly those who read
MIM will donate something once
they receive their compensation
entitled after requesting to be a
class member.
Thank you M.I.M. ■

Lawsuit Against Members of the TBCJ
and TDCJ Regarding Mail Policy
by a Texas prisoner
December 2021
Cause #:3:21CV00337
Styled name: F. Martinez and
all inmates similarly situated in
TDCJCID, "Doll" and "Pineap‐
ple Pictures" versus members of
the Texas Board of Criminal Jus‐
tice, TDCJCID, Director, Mem‐
bers of the MSCP, Members of
the DRC, and mailroom supervi‐
sor at the Terrell Unit.
Dear Friends,
I am writing you in regards of
the lawsuit filed on 3 December
2021, in the U.S. District Court,

Southern District
Galveston Division.

of

Texas,

I am the leading plaintiff and I
am representing all inmates simi‐
larly situated in TDCJ, *Doll*
and *Pineapple Pictures*, both
outside vendors.
The reasons in filing this law‐
suit is to challenge the unconsti‐
tutionality of rules 1 (C), IV(A)
(10)(11) of the "Uniform Offend‐
ers Correspondence Rules" (BP
03.91) of the TDCJCID.
Rule 1(C), which limits to re‐
ceive ten photos per envelope,
and rule IV(A)(10), which is a to‐

tal ban on "sexually explicit im‐
ages" coming into the general
prison population, and rule IV(A)
(11), which bans any altered pho‐
tos, all in disguise of rehabilita‐
tion purposes. I am challenging
these rules under the First, Eighth
and Fourteenth Amendment of
the United States Constitution.
I am writing you to request
your support of this lawsuit by
notifying the inmates in TDCJ,
publishers, outside vendors of
commercial photos and catalogs,
and all persons affected for the
enforcement of these rules in the
TDCJCID. ■

Sgt. Must Pay $500,000 for Assault
by MIM(Prisons)
January 2022
Congratulations to De'Shawn
Drumgo, who just let us know ey
won eir lawsuit against Sergeant
William Kuschel. In 2014, Sgt.
Kuschel groped and squeezed
Drumgo's genitals while being
held captive in a Delaware
prison.
If anyone has information on

how to open a bank account from
within prison, without family
support, please let us know. We
have a couple comrades who
have won lawsuits recently who
do not want to hand this money
over to the prison administration.
We are trying to investigate other
options.
While lawsuits like this serve
as a line of defense for individu‐
als, we also know they change

nothing. We get letters from peo‐
ple every week about horrible
abuse and brutality they face
across Amerikkka's gulags. To
win a case like this is truly rare,
and to even be able to file a suc‐
cessful lawsuit is not possible for
most. Ending police brutality be‐
hind bars requires ending the im‐
perialist
injustice
system
altogether. The people must be in
charge of justice. ■

Grievance Campaign in McConnell Unit, TX
by MIM(Prisons)
November 2021
Ten comrades in Texas's
William G. McConnell Unit
signed and submitted a petition to
Mrs. Emma Guerra, Investigator
II with the Texas Department of
Corrections and Justice (TDCJ)
on 25 October 2021. The letter
does a good job of citing griev‐
... Continued from p. 9

ances that have not been re‐
sponded to as well as retaliatory
actions by staff for filing said
grievances. They also cite the rel‐
evant policy from the TDCJ
grievance procedures and inmate
handbook.
We have not succeeded in or‐
ganizing a statewide coordinated
campaign around the grievance

system in Texas, but it remains an
important campaign at the local
level for pushing back against
abuses and organizing others
around a common cause as these
comrades have done at Mc‐
Connell. With their welldocu‐
mented petition, perhaps they
have a vision for how to unite
others across the state for this
common cause. ■

... End RHU

tive Housing population and ALL
those similarly situated to him.
After word got out that Dillard is
challenging Restrictive Housing
others began moving in to inter‐
vene on the grounds that Restric‐
tive Housing seriously effects
their mental health when used in
the longterm or for prolonged
periods of time. Some of these

people have been in solitary con‐
finement from 3 years to 30 years
without reprieve. TDCJs Restric‐
tive Housing does not allow any
audio/visual stimulation, people
are kept in their cell for 22 to 24
hours a day, they are prevented
from educational, vocational, and/
or religious programming, they
are continuously isolated for

years n end. The Nation is turning
away from using solitary con‐
finement but Texas continues
this...To intervene on this litiga‐
tion use the contact information
above but first see Dillard v.
Davis, et al., civil action
No.7:19-cv-00081-M-BP. ■
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I Can't Breathe (George Floyd)
by a California prisoner
January 2022

I can't breath, gotta watch out for police
Asphalt in my teeth, underneath da knee
4 deep, 3 pressin on my body
All I can think about is callin on Mommy
I'm almost dead now, Blackin out in da ground
Black faces screamin "He's almost passin out"
Iphones out people video taping now
Maybe one day my cries will ring aloud
I'm reaching out for help but I cant' make a sound
It's gettin blurry, cops yellin "settle down!"
It's settled now, pick me up off da ground
EMT arrival but I'm already in da clouds
It's too late to demonstrate the pleadings in the crowd
I'm upset with the way the shit played out
I can't breath people mobilize the streets
Burn tha city down while the rich folks sleep
Antifa on the scene, nobody tryna be seen
Stupid opportunists lootin on the grief
Please don't take away the dream
By feelin tha pleasure from releasing dopamines
Money schemes? But was it worth a murder spree?
One phone call and the cops murdered me
Everybody seen the video on the screen
Thanks to the broadcast on the show TMZ
I was on prison TVs the streets seen the feeds
Now the vigilantes roam in the streets
Handinhand singing black symphonies
We don't want sympathy
We just want to be seen
In the same light as a human being

Pioneers

by Master Justice Cipher Supreme
January 2022
Is this how Marcus Garvey felt?
Is this how Noble Drew Ali felt?
She asked, "Why does it has to be me?"
Cause clearly I do see
Through all the pain and travesty
The road that will break us free
But I know
That it's gonna be a lonely road
Most of the time I'll be left in the rain and the cold
Yes I know
Many done failed on this road
Out their soul they sold
They fell for the fool's gold
Now they bloodsuck for the light
Because their insides are filled with black mold
Is this how Elijah Muhammad felt?
Is this how Clarence 13X Smith felt?
A lot of my own will disregard me
Say I'm lost in the sauce and fell into insanity
If only they could see the road to the land of milk and honey
Just as vividly as I
No lie I rather die than to compromise for a crumb of the capitalist
pie
Seen those that I was close to cower when the
Dragon flexed its false power
All I could do is shake my head and sigh
Then remember that the world is ours
Even though we're the patch of kids that grew up hella sour
A part of the oppressed we're nothing less than a survivalist
The pressure of the world where only diamonds can withstand the
stress
Like the chosen ones out the bible; you didn't know that we're bless?
Ima be Brother of the struggle until the opps leave me bloody and
stretch
Or until all the rads are freed and there ain't no imperialist left.
Is this how Fred Hampton felt?
Is this how Bunchy Carter felt?
Is this how Stanley "Tookie" Williams felt?
Is this how Larry Hoover Sr. felt?
Can somebody tell me?
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Keeping Opportunism and Self
MIM(Prisons) Update:
Interest at Arms Length: Lessons January 2022
from a Recent Betrayal
by MIM(Prisons)
December 2021
The San Francisco BayView
newspaper has outed their former
editor Keith Washington as an in‐
formant and a manipulator. Previ‐
ous editor Mary Ratcliff has
reasonably posed that this could
have been an FBI operation to
undermine the BayView. Yet,
Washington's brief stint as editor
after being released from prison,
followed by relapse into addic‐
tion and violence also seems con‐
sistent with someone who has
jumped from group to group
driven by eir own selfinterest.
Keith Washington, aka Com‐
rade Malik, was a politically
eclectic, selfpromoting prison
activist. It is for those reasons that
his passions often did not overlap
with the program of MIM(Pris‐
ons), despite being in close con‐
tact for many years. During eir
time in prison, Washington was a
regular reader of ULK, MIM The‐
ory and other literature we dis‐
tribute on the Black Panthers and
Maoism in general. For years ey
could not receive ULK because of
TDCJ censors, so we had to mail
em select articles separately.

democratic centralism within the
NABPP. This is why we say you
cannot be part of a democratic
centralist formation while encap‐
sulated by the state, except per‐
haps in an organization within a
prison where you can freely inter‐
act with other members of the
formation.

While Washington pledged eir
allegiance to MIM and the
NABPP, overtime ey branched
out into other forums and organi‐
zations, always promoting the
persona of "Comrade Malik".
Despite all the articles we did
print by em, there were many
more we did not, or we had to cut
down significantly due to the self
promotion.
We must learn to recognize
political opportunism. We should
not be surprised that someone
with such a history would also
opportunistically lie to the pigs to
earn favors.
At best, political eclecticism is
a sign of immaturity; an immatu‐
rity that cannot be trusted with
leadership. This is not to say we

We are not say‐
ing we did not work
with Washington,
for we published
dozens of articles
and reports by em
while ey was in
prison.
Most
were reports on
conditions
in
Texas prisons.
For a quick
minute, ey was
even part of
the the USW
Council, but
was quickly re‐
moved
for
openly
dis‐
agreeing with
MIM(Prisons)'s
6 main points.
The reason they
were even con‐
sidered for the po‐
sition was that it was
hard to pin down eir
political line.
Washington seemed to
work tirelessly to expose the cor‐
ruption and abuses within the
Texas Department of Criminal
Justice (TDCJ) — though ey of‐
ten did so from an angle that
seemed to believe in the system.
This approach conflicted with eir
initial focoist tendencies when we
first encountered Washington and
ey seemed to believe that we were
too hesitant to use arms. Later eir
politics hinted at patriotism. For
much of the time ey worked with
USW ey also was working with
the New Afrikan Black Panther
Party  Prison Chapter, ideologi‐
cally led by Tom Big Warrior and
Kevin "Rashid" Johnson at the
time. At one point Washington
was the Deputy Chairman of
NABPP, but ey never was consis‐
tent at upholding NABPP line. Ey
went back and forth on the labor
aristocracy question in an oppor‐
tunist way that seemed to be at‐
tempting to please MIM(Prisons)
with one message and Rashid
with another. But communication
with Rashid was much more dif‐
ficult than with us, so ey seemed
to lean towards us at times; an‐
other example of opportunism
over political line. This also
showed there was no effective

do not work with younger people
or people who are still learning,
far from it. We just must recog‐
nize their role. But when some‐
one has spent a decade or more
studying revolutionary literature,
and they are still putting forth
eclecticism, or just straight re‐
formism, then it is clear they are
not a revolutionary, and perhaps
they can play a role better some‐
where else. If we cannot convince
such people to follow our leader‐
ship, then we must work harder to
prove our effectiveness.
Eclecticism is always con‐
nected to forms of subjectivity
and idealism. They are thinking
about what feels good to them or
feels right to them. Combine this
with the selfpromotion of "Com‐
rade Malik" and you have a risky
individual who will probably
bounce from one group to an‐
other, one line to another to serve
eir own selfinterests, leaving
havoc in eir wake. This is no
longer immaturity, but a con‐
scious selfinterest.
In our introductory study
course we go over the question of

how to implement an effective
security program for your organi‐
zation. This example of Washing‐
ton is a good demonstration of
how political line was applied by
MIM(Prisons) to keep a potential
wrecker from playing a more
damaging role. We would say the
work Washington contributed to
the pages of ULK served the peo‐
ple, as it was done under our
leadership. We did not allow
Washington's selfpromotion or
right opportunism to take away
from the mission of ULK or
United Struggle from Within. For
organizations that look for the
charismatic individuals to pro‐
mote, this is a danger.
We must also recognize that
addiction to chemical substances,
violence and criminal behavior
plagues the lumpen. The trans‐
formation of the lumpen into pro‐
letarian revolutionaries is an
arduous and lifelong task. Even
those who have seemed to over‐
come for years while imprisoned,
will often relapse with the dra‐
matic changes and pressures of
being released to the free world.
That is why we have developed a
Revolutionary 12 Step Program
that takes the proven techniques
of the steps, as applied by the
lumpen masses in Califor‐
nia, and reframes them to
include the transforma‐
tion to the proletarian
mentality. It is the con‐
stant struggle to sub‐
mit our selfinterest
to the interests of the
Third World prole‐
tariat that can so‐
lidify our own
transformation
from addiction
to action that
changes soci‐
ety. Imperial‐
ism has addicted
us all, especially
in
this
con‐
sumerist society in
the United $tates.
Our leaders must
be forged in a disci‐
plined revolutionary or‐
ganization
built
on
democratic
centralism.
They must exhibit selfsac‐
rifice and embody the inter‐
ests of the Third World
proletariat. We cannot follow the
bourgeois individualist approach
to leadership that decides elec‐
tions and celebrity in this country.
We must put politics in command
when developing relationships
with new comrades and bringing
them into our circles. Some peo‐
ple may never exceed a supporter
role, and that is okay, we wel‐
come their support. Being around
longer, having connections or re‐
sources, or being energetic is not
enough to qualify comrades to
lead. A consistent practice that
upholds the correct line is how
we must judge who is to be
trusted with responsibilities and
leadership roles. ■
Note: Nube Brown, 3 November 2021, "Was the
Bay View Infiltrated by a 'rock star' informant?"
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This is your newsletter, as ev‐
idenced from the vast majority of
articles, reports, poetry and art‐
work coming from prisoners in
every issue. In the last year com‐
rades inside really came together
to support our fund drive and our
distribution drive as well, and we
are making steady progress on
both. 2021 was a good year for us
overall and we hope to build
greater things in 2022, some of
which are outlined in this issue of
ULK (see the front page articles).
Our MIM(Prisons) annual re‐
view meeting in December was
focused on reprioritizing tasks in
order to expand our outside sup‐
port base, increase subscribers
inside and support the growth of
a broader Maoist movement. To
increase subscribers inside we've
been slowly increasing our list of
ULK distributors who receive ex‐
tra copies of ULK to distribute to
others in their prison. We've
reached the point where almost
10% of the newspapers we're
sending into prisons are going to
distributors, but we want to see
that number much higher in
2022. If you'd like to receive ex‐
tra copies of ULK to distribute let
us know how many you can use
and send us reports on your dis‐
tribution efforts each issue.
Because of the decrease in
frequency of ULK and the de‐
crease in subscribers, we are
sending less than a fifth of the
number of newspapers into pris‐
ons we were sending in some
years ago. The main way we
think we can improve our num‐
bers is by increasing ULK back to
every other month. However, we
will need to recruit much more
outside support to make this hap‐
pen as we are barely pulling this
together every 3 months. Issue
ULK 76 was almost delayed, and
much work was rushed together
at the last minute because we
don't have enough steady sup‐
porters.
In spring 2021 we announced
we would be doing an annual
Fourth of YouLie fundraiser
drive among the readers of ULK.
We told you that 7 stamps would
cover the cost of your 4 issues for
the year. Above we've graphed
the contributions we received
from our readers in prison for the
whole year. In the first
quarter(Q1) and Q2 we removed
the contributions of one particu‐
larly generous comrade who con‐
tributed over $200 in Q1 because
ey was skewing our results so

much. By excluding em, we see a
steady growth in contributions
coming in, and more importantly
a steady growth of individuals
sending contributions. While we
welcome our comrades to send in
$200 that can, it is by increasing
the number of donations that we
know our mass base is growing.
Looking at our numbers for the
last quarter of 2021, we see about
8.5% of the people receiving
ULK 75 sent a donation during
that quarter. While we didn't do
the math to track this over time,
we believe this is probably one of
the higher contribution rates
we've ever had!
The line on the graph above
represents the number of people
contributing funds over the four
quarters of 2021. The bars repre‐
sent the money coming in as do‐
nations or payments. (All
numbers include prisoners only.)
'Payments' means people sending
money for a specific book or doc‐
ument. In some cases the differ‐
ence is not important. However,
if we get 100 people ordering
copies of the TX Pack next quar‐
ter, that would shoot up our con‐
tributions but none of that money
would be going to ULK or other
projects, it would just pay to print
and mail TX Packs. So it's better
to see the donations portion in‐
creasing. If we look at just the do‐
nations on the graph, prisoners
are covering 18% of the cost of
printing ULK! This level of sup‐
port will make it much easier for
us to increase the frequency of
ULK, but we still need outside
comrades to help do the work.
We hope you will be a part of
ULK's success in the coming year
by doing any of the following:
donating 7 stamps or more, shar‐
ing/distributing ULK, sending in
conditions reports, writing arti‐
cles, creating antiimperialist art‐
work
and
promoting
MIM(Prisons) work with your
contacts outside prison. Of
course, ULK exists to serve the
antiimperialist prison move‐
ment, and anything you do to
build that movement is why we
are here.

TX Pack and book orders
For those of you who are
sending payments (no checks/
money orders) for books or re‐
sources, please expect about 2
months between the time you
mail out your request and you re‐
ceive your item. For TX Pack re‐
quests, you must pay 7 stamps or
$3.50. We do not have anyone
working on the TX Pack, so the
2020 edition is all we have. ■

SUBMIT WORK REPORTS
All USW cells are encouraged to submit monthly work reports to the USW council. Work reports should be one to two paragraphs. Use
these questions as guides for your report:
• What types of activities did your cell participate in that contributed to USWs mission? What campaigns did your cell participate in/
promote last month? What Serve the People programs did your cell operate?
• What were the responses from the masses and USW recruits to this work?
• What questions came up? How did you answer them? Or do you need help answering them?
• What are the most pressing issues that are of concern to the masses in your location?
• What organizations/services have you recently found useful in your work (include contact info)?
• What successes have you achieved in the last month? What lessons did you learn?

grievance campaign, volunteer to re‐
write the petition to work for your
state. Update this campaign  If you
participated in this campaign in the
past, send us a report on what hap‐
pened. Tell us how you used it to
help organize others and build group
consciousness or how it didn't work.
BUILD A UNITED FRONT FOR
PEACE IN PRISONS
Organize locally for the September
9th Day of Peace and Solidarity, to
promote the United Front for Peace
in Prisons and an end to conflict
amongst prisoners.
It's never too early to start organizing
for next year and to build UFPP
practices into your every day activi‐
ties.
See page 2 for more info on what the
UFPP is about. Write in to let us
know about how you are implement‐
ing the UFPP and ask for a copy of
our 9/9 study pack.

PLEASE GOVERN
YOURSELF
ACCORDINGLY.

Documenting and monitoring the abusive conditions in
Amerikan prisons is an important part of our work.
Keep sending in these reports! Online readers can
search by state and facility to find your reports.

REVOLUTIONARY ART
AGAINST IMPERIALISM
We need more art for the pages of
ULK. Pick a theme in thiis issue, or a
theme in your local organizing or
from the news. We want art of
prisoners organizing against solitary,
art promoting proletarian morality
and rehabilitation thru revolution, art
opposing digitizing mail and charging
money
for
electronic
communications, art against U.$.
militarism and meddling in other
countries. Ask for our art guide if you
don't have it. We are working to scan
and index all of our prisoner art, but
we need new pieces to grab the
attention of the masses and inspire
and educate them.

Document Prison Abuses
We receive many reports about terrible conditions,
abuse and neglect in prisons across the country. While
most of these don't make it onto the pages of ULK, we
do type these up for publication on our website
(www.prisoncensorship.info).

Donate Monero Here:
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You must write to us every 6 months to stay on our mailing list.
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SPREAD UNDER
LOCK & KEY
Every subscriber
should pass this is‐
sue of ULK on to
someone
else.
Share what you got
from the newsletter,
and how it has im‐
pacted your time in
prison. We're happy
to send you a re‐
placement copy for
the one you passed
along. Contribute 7
stamps each year to
cover
your
subscription.
tell
people on the
outside about ULK
and our website.
Become a local distributor.

P R IS ON S

In order to build for Juneteenth
2022, we are asking local USW
cells and other organizations in
Texas (and beyond) to sign on to
the pledge to boycott. If your
local group is planning to
participate, please send us a
letter to become a signatory. We
will list you as "USW cell at XYZ
Unit" or whatever local name you
use for your group and your
facility name. We also welcome
solidarity statements or plans of
action for next Juneteenth. Help
us spread the word about this
campaign to end solitary
confinement and the mass
incarceration of oppressed
nations initiated by TX T.E.A.M.

Let's keep the
pressure on to
stop onerous new
censorship rules.
We want to hear
from you what is
happening, and
how comrades
are responding.
(see p. 12)

PLEASE READ THIS
CENSORSHIP NOTICE

BOYCOTT JUNETEENTH

BP3.91 IN
TEXAS

send stamps or cash donations
NO checks or money orders
www.prisoncensorship.info
mimprisons@posteo.net

The campaign against longterm
solitary confinement continues to
heat up in Texas. Join and
support the Dillard lawsuit.
Organize actions. Create art,
fliers, audio/visual material and
get the word out that RHU is
torture.
Solitary
is
everywhere.
Comrades in MO, NC and
everywhere else can plug in on
this campaign and amplify each
others' voices. Torture cannot be
reformed, only ended!

WE DEMAND OUR
GRIEVANCES ARE
ADDRESSED
If you are experi‐
encing problems
with your grievance
process, such as
delays,
unan‐
swered
griev‐
ances,
or
harassment, you
should join this
campaign.
Peti‐
tions are available
for AK, AZ, AR, CA,
CO, FL, GA, IL, KS,
LA, MS, MT, NV,
NY, NC, OK, OR,
SC, and TX. If the
statelevel petition
doesn't bring relief,
we now have a
new followup peti‐
tion written to hold
states accountable
to federal require‐
ments.
Write in to get the
petition for your
state.
If
your
prison's policies al‐
low, give stamps or
envelopes to your
comrades inside to
mail out the petition.
Remember,
you
need to send them
out to the adminis‐
trators and politi‐
cians
yourself.
MIM(Prisons) does
not have the re‐
sources to mail out
the petitions for you.
If your state is not
currently covered by the

MIM(Prisons)
PO Box 40799
San Francisco, CA 94140

END RHU IN TEXAS

was

the censorship decision to a person not involved
in the censorship decision. Notice and opportunity
to appeal are required by due process. We en‐
courage you to carefully read and understand
your agencies policies and procedures, as well as
federal case law related to the censorship of in‐
coming mail and publications addressed to pris‐
oners.

We are looking for leaders on the
inside and outside to begin
implementing revolutionary 12 step
programs to transform the lumpen to
a proletarian mindset. Get in touch to
get our new pamphlet and start
testing it out in practice.

O.N.E.
This campaign
introduced in ULK
75.
New
campaign
materials will be
released soon to
all
pledged
participants.

ATTENTION
CORRECTIONAL
AUTHORITIES:

EXPOSE AND COMBAT
ADDICTION

P R IS O N S

OF

If you have any doubt you should consult your
agencies legal counsel. We are prepared to exer‐
cise our Constitutional rights and appeal censor‐
ship which does not adhere to applicable law.
Such exercise of our rights may include legal ac‐
tion seeking declaratory and injunctive relief as
well as monetary damages and legal fees. Failure
to adhere to federal law, your state's administra‐
tive regulations and your agency's policies and
procedures is evidence of malicious intent to vio‐
late our rights. See generally Pell v. Procunier,
417 U.S. 817 (1974); Turner v. Safely, 482 U.S. 78
(1987).

M A O IS T I N T E R N AT IO N A L IS T M IN IS T RY

As the distributor of Under Lock & Key we retain a
First Amendment right to correspond with prisoners,
just as prisoners retain a First Amendment right to
correspond with the outside world. While a rational
basis test is allowed for the censorship of publica‐
tions entering a prison system, such allowance does
not allow a blanket ban on publications because
prison authorities do not agree with the message or
content, which may be political or religious in nature.
Censorship regulations must be rational and impose
censorship only in furtherance of "an important or
substantial governmental interest not related to the
suppression of expression" and relate to "legitimate
penological interests." The federal courts have
ruled unequivocally that a prison agency censor‐
ing inmate publications and mail must provide the
distributor or publisher with notice of censorship.
This notice must provide articulate reasons for
such censorship with specific references to the
objectionable material. The distributor/ publisher
must be given a meaningful opportunity to appeal
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