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Palestine & Internationalism from the Imperial Core
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April 2024

In the past, the Maoist Interna-
tionalist Movement (MIM), and its
mass org at the time, the Revolution-
ary Anti-Imperialist League, cam-
paigned to get the University of
California to Divest from I$rael.(1)
This was a correct strategy, because U.
$. imperialism is the number one
backer of the I$raeli war machine.
Behind the flag of I$rael is the stars
and stripes.

More recently, United Struggle
from Within (USW) carried out a pe-
tition campaign, which read in part:

"Therefore with this declaration
we angrily express our indignation
with the state of Israel for commit-
ting genocide, and for the Israeli
people for allowing it to happen in
the 21st century after vowing
"never again."

The petition recognized that
Palestinian political prisoners had
supported the California hunger
strikes in recent years and it was time
to return solidarity. By 2016, com-
rades in 16 prisons had gathered 189
signatures. Recognizing the limita-
tions of conditions, the petition also
read:

"Within these walls we are as yet
powerless to tap into the potential
of the imprisoned lumpen; the op-
pressed internal nation lumpen in
particular as agents of social
change, but we are not yet power-
less to sign a piece of paper to de-
nounce the state of Israel and their
support in the U.$."
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Still today, comrades are asking
what can we do to support Palestine?

Settlers Supporting Settlers

The war against Palestine is what
Amerika has always done from its
very founding — land grab, occupa-
tion, genocide. Therefore, there is
much support in the United $tates for
I$rael's current bombing campaign
and invasion of Gaza. And the tactics
being used against Palestine could
easily be tried against indigenous
people here on Turtle Island next.

MIM and others have docu-
mented the history of Amerikan labor
union support for I$rael.(2) Yet, in re-
cent months not only has the U.$.
seen millions demonstrate to oppose
U.$. militarism in Palestine, but labor
unions representing millions of
Amerikan so-called workers have
signed a call for a cease fire.(3) Of
course, it is the Palestinian resistance
that is forcing Amerikans to take a po-
sition.

The cease fire call is a shift for
many Amerikan labor unions away
from outright Zionism to the left wing
of white nationalism. Despite the
cease fire statement, these unions will
still be campaigning for Genocide Joe
this year. And while some members
of the International Longshoreman
Workers Union (ILWU) participated
in a one day protest/shut down of the
port of Oakland in support of Gaza,
there has been no sustained strike by
Amerikan unions that are actively in-
volved in shipping arms to I$rael.

The United Auto Workers
(UAW), having been in the news for
strikes last year, is one of the unions

to issue a statement for a ceasefire.
Meanwhile, the UAW has been host-
ing talks with employees of arms
manufacturer Raytheon for a "just
transition" to guarantee labor aristoc-
racy union jobs in the future tech-
nologies of war and genocide.
Brandon Mancilla, director or UAW's
Region 9A, announced in a tweet on
Dec 1st the formation of a Divest-
ment and Just Transition working
group to explore how "we can have
just transition for US workers from
war to peace." Behind the UAW's
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ceasefire resolution, was UAW Labor
for Palestine. Self-described on their
website as a "nationwide group of
rank-and-file UAW members" that
seeks to "organize UAW worksites
that send arms and other material to
Israel." They have faced great resis-
tance from the UAW in general to tak-
ing any action to stop producing arms
for I$rael. Like the Amerikan leaders
who mumble words about humanitar-
ian efforts in Palestine while continu-

ing to authorize more and more
shipments of war machines to I$rael,
Amerikan labor makes statements
about ceasefire, while continuing to
produce these machines. Actions
speak louder than words.

As we reported in ULK 84, arms
shipments must get to the Red Sea be-
fore they face real resistance (see:
"Yemen Leads Humanitarian Inter-
vention to Stop the Genocide in
Gaza" from ULK 84); resistance by
Yemen's armed forces. And following
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I$rael's attacks on Iranian diplomatic
soil in Syria in April, Iran has seized
an I$raeli-linked cargo ship passing
through the Strait of Hormuz. While
the Strait, which accesses the Persian
Gulf, does not lead to I$rael, it does
lead to I$rael's new Arab allies in the
UAE.

Doing Better
The #1 thing people in the United

FBI Raids FCI-Dublin;
Prison Rape Continues Countrywide

by MIM(Prisons)
April 2024

Back in September we printed
an article from a comrade in Vir-
ginia about PREA audits and why
they do not work (see: "A PREA
Audit or a PREA Scheme" on
prisoncensorship.info). This arti-
cle did not appear in ULK, but
touched on the abuses faced by
wimmin in Federal Correctional
Institution-Dublin (FCI-Dublin).
On the ineffectiveness of PREA
audits in Virginia, the comrade
wrote about how the audits were
pre-announced, communications
with the auditors were done in
front of staff, and once the audi-
tors left,staff retaliated against
prisoners who talked. Comrades
in Pennsylvania (see: "Prison
Rape Elimination Act: Does
More Harm Than Good" from
ULK 54) and Texas have also re-
ported on retaliation for filing
PREA complaints (see: "Mail
harrassment and censorship after
reporting PREA failure" on pris-
oncensorship.info), as is common
for filing any kind of grievance
against staff. The failure of PREA
is just a subset of the failure of
any accountability of prison staff
across the country for abusing
prisoners.

After the incidents at FCI-
Dublin that were largely reported
in 2022, nothing changed. This
led to over 63 lawsuits being
filed. On Monday, 11 March
2024, the FBI raided FCI-Dublin
and arrested the acting Warden,

Associate Warden, a Captain and
an Executive Assistant who all
lost their jobs. They were all
members of the infamous "rape
club" at FCI-Dublin, which con-
tinued on after previous firings in
recent years.

"Federal law classifies any sex-
ual contact between staff and in-
carcerated people as a felony
punishable with up to 15 years in
prison. But, as one incarcerated
survivor testified during the trial
of former Warden Ray Garcia, the
Prison Rape Elimination Act “re
ally doesn’t exist at Dublin.”(1)

PREA doesn't really exist in
most of this country, where griev-
ances are routinely thrown in the
trash and retaliation for filing
PREA complaints is the norm.
And this is not the first time the
FBI has been involved in investi-
gating and arresting FCI-Dublin
staff for rape.

Trans Pride Initiative (TPI) is
working to hold PREA auditors
accountable in Texas. However,
they report:

"Under PREA § 115.401(o), au-
ditors “shall attempt to communi-
cate with community-based or
victim advocates who may have
insight into relevant conditions in
the facility.” TPI has seldom been
contacted concerning informa-
tion we have about Texas prisons,
and the National PREA Resource
Center, which oversees the audit
process, has failed to hold audi-

tors accountable to this require-
ment. TPI has developed a simple
auditor tool for auditors to see
current information about any
unit that we have in our system, so
they do not have to even contact
us. They are required to list if they
tried to contact others about
prison information and who they
contacted. We are seeing many
auditors list no contacts, or con-
tacts that are perfunctory and
likely ~ provided no informa-
tion."(3)

TPI has an impressive data-
base of incidents of violence and
retaliation against prisoners on
their website. They want the de-
tails of dates, who did what, what
happened, what was said, where
it happened, witnesses, etc.,
which you can send to:

TPI
PO Box 3982
Dallas, TX 75208

Before publishing this article,
an investigation into suits filed
under the Adult Survivors Act in
New York City's state supreme
courts revealed that 719 of 1,256
cases came from Riker's Island
Jail.(2) That is, more than half of
the suits filed in the whole city of
New York for sexual assaults that
had occurred in the past were
filed against city correctional of-
ficers. Almost all of them came
from the wimmin's jail. Like the

$tates can be doing in the short-term
to stop genocide in Palestine is to
stop shipments of arms and aid to
I$rael.

In the longer-term it is our re-
sponsibility in the United $tates to
weaken imperialism from the inside.
As we see the principal contradiction
in the United $tates to be between na-
tions, it is by supporting national lib-
eration struggles at home that we
believe we can best make this happen
faster. And without building the revo-
lutionary forces here in the United
$tates, we do not foresee a successful,
sustained blockade of aid to I$rael.

Another realm of struggle we
should be tuned into is the struggle
against political repression of those
supporting Palestine, and especially
the state imposing limitations on the
exchange of information between
Palestine and the world. The labeling
of organizations linked to the Pales-
tinian struggle as "terrorist organiza-
tions" is parallel to organizations in
the oppressed nations in the United
$tates being labelled "security threat
groups (STGs)." As our readers know
well the right to free speech and asso-
ciation is not guaranteed but must be
struggled for within this bourgeois
democracy.

Finally, correct political line must
lead for us to succeed on all fronts.
Democratic Party-supporting labor
unions calling for "cease fire" is not
the correct political line. Stopping all
aid to I$rael is correct. Supporting na-
tional liberation struggles of the op-
pressed is correct. Recognizing the

Continued on page 6...

rest of the country, wimmin make
up a small minority of prisoners
at Rikers. While male-bodied
prisoners face very high rates of
sexual assault compared to the
general U.$. population (see:
"Gender Oppression in U.$. Pris-
ons" in ULK 1), it is clear that be-
ing in a wimmin's prison puts you
in one of the highest-risk groups
to be sexually assaulted.(4) And
within men's prisons, being trans,
gay, queer, intersex, smaller or
weaker will all put you at greater
risk as the reports below suggest.

Gender oppression is built in
to the U.$. prison system. Despite
laws, lawsuits and FBI raids, it is
not going away on its own. It is
only by organizing the oppressed
to stand together that we can put
an end to these abuses.

Below are excerpts from a
couple of recent reports on our
website from Polunsky Unit in
Texas on how PREA incidents are
handled. TPI's data shows they
have received many more PREA
reports from other Texas prisons,
including: Allred, Hughes, Con-
nally, Telford and Stiles Units.(5)

A Trans Prisoner at Polunsky
Unit in Texas Reported in
March 2024: 1 put a Step 1
Grievance against one officer and
wrote to the Ombudsman in
Huntsville and he denied any al-
legations and got other officers to
start to do stuff to me. I wrote to

Continued on page 5...
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What is Under Lock & Key?

Under Lock & Key (ULK) is the voice of
the anti-imperialist movement within
prisons in the United $tates. It serves
as a forum to develop and promote agi-
tational campaigns led by MIM(Prisons)
and United Struggle from Within
(USW). It is a free newsletter for prison-
ers in the United $tates, edited and
published by MIM(Prisons). It is mostly
written and illustrated by USW and
United Front for Peace in Prisons com-
rades behind bars.

Fighting the injustice system is just one
part of the anti-imperialist struggle, and
it is important that comrades do not lose
sight of the connections to the larger
battle. We welcome support and collab-
oration from those who are focused
only on prison issues, but we also chal-
lenge them to see the importance of
carrying out their work as part of a
larger anti-imperialist strategy.

Our current battles in the United States
are legally permitted. We encourage
prisoners to join these battles while ex-
plicitly discouraging them from engag-
ing in any violence or illegal acts.
MIM(Prisons) and its publications ex-
plicitly oppose the use of armed strug-
gle at this time in the imperialist
countries (including the United States).

What is United Struggle
from Within?

United Struggle from Within (USW) is a
MIM(Prisons)-led mass organization for
former and current U.$. prisoners. USW
is explicitly anti-imperialist in leading
campaigns on behalf of U.$. prisoners
in alliance with national liberation strug-
gles in the United $tates and around
the world. USW won't champion strug-
gles which are not in the interests of the
international proletariat. It will also not
choose one nation's struggles over
other oppressed nations' struggles.
USW should work independently, but
under the guidance of MIM(Prisons), to
build public opinion and independent
institutions of the oppressed in order to
obtain state power independent of im-
perialism. Members don't have to agree
with MIM(Prisons)'s six cardinal points,
but they can't consciously disagree with
any of them. See page 12 for campaign
info.

What is Anti-Imperialist
Prisoner Support?

Launched in 2020, Anti-mperialist Pris-
oner Support (AIPS) is a MIM(Prisons)-
led mass organization for those on the
outside who want to support anti-impe-
rialist prisoner organizing. Specifically,
AIPS members and chapters will pro-
vide support for existing MIM(Prisons)/
USW projects and help develop and
support local campaigns to meet the
needs of organizers inside.

What is MIM(Prisons)?

The Maoist Internationalist Ministry of
Prisons, or MIM(Prisons), is a cell of
revolutionaries serving the oppressed
masses inside U.$. prisons. We uphold
the revolutionary communist ideology of
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism and work
from the vantage point of the Third
World proletariat.

Imperialism is the number one enemy
of the majority of the world's people; we
cannot achieve our goal of ending all
oppression without overthrowing impe-
rialism. History has shown that the im-
perialists will wage war before they will
allow an end to oppression.

As revolutionary internationalists, we
support the self-determination of all na-
tions and peoples. We support nations
which choose to delink from the imperi-
alist economy, including the right of the
internal semi-colonies to secede from
the United $tates. Today, the U.$.
prison system is a major part of the im-
perialist state used to prevent the self-
determination of oppressed nations. It is
for this reason that we see prisoners in
this country as being at the forefront of
any anti-imperialist and revolutionary
movement.

While our organization focuses on pris-
oner support, we believe that there is a
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dire need for Maoists to do organizing
and educational work in many areas in
the United $tates. We hope people are
inspired by our example around prisons
and apply it to their own work to create
more Maoist cells and broaden the
Maoist movement behind enemy lines.

MIM(Prisons) expresses general unity
with all other groups and outbreaks
against imperialism; mass movements
against oppression have as many forms
as forms of power. In this spirit, we in-
sist on telling the uncompromised truth
and discussing and criticizing the strat-
egy and tactics of any given action.
MIM(Prisons)  encourages —everyone,
communist or not, to be involved in the
struggle against imperialism. MIM(Pris-
ons) distinguishes itself from other
groups on the six points below. We con-
sider other organizations actively up-
holding these points to be fraternal.

1. Communism is our goal. Commu-
nism is a society where no group has
power over any other group.

2. Dictatorship of the proletariat is
necessary. In a dictatorship of the pro-
letariat the formerly exploited majority
dictates to the minority (who promoted
exploitation) how society is to be run. In
the case of imperialist nations, a Joint
Dictatorship of the Proletariat of the
Oppressed Nations (JDPON) must play
this role where there is no internal pro-
letariat or significant mass base that fa-
vOors communism.

3. We promote a united front with all
who oppose imperialism. The road to
the JDPON over the imperialist nations
involves uniting all who can be united
against imperialism. We cannot fight
imperialism and fight others who are
engaged in life-and-death conflicts with
imperialism at the same time. Even im-
perialist nation classes can be allies in
the united front under certain condi-
tions.

4, A parasitic class dominates the
first World countries. As Marx, Engels
and Lenin formulated and MIM
Thought has expanded through materi-
alist analysis, imperialism extracts su-
per-profits from the Third World and in
part uses this wealth to buy off whole
populations of so-called workers. These
so-called workers bought off by imperi-
alism form a new sector of the petty-
bourgeoisie called the labor aristocracy;
they are not a vehicle for Maoism.
Those who work in the economic inter-
ests of the First World labor aristocracy
form the mass base for imperialism's
tightening death-grip on the Third
World.

5. New bourgeoisies will form under
socialism. Mao led the charge to ex-
pose the bourgeoisie that developed
within the communist party in the Soviet
Union and the campaign to bombard
the headquarters in his own country of
China. Those experiences demon-
strated the necessity of continuous rev-
olution under the dictatorship of the
proletariat. The class struggle does not
end until the state has been abolished
and communism is reached.

6. The Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution in China was the furthest
advancement toward communism in
history. We uphold the Soviet Union
until the death of Stalin in 1953, fol-
lowed by the People's Republic of
China through 1976, as the best exam-
ples of modern socialism in practice.
The arrest of the "Gang of Four" in
China and the rise of Khrushchev in the
Soviet Union marked the restoration of
capitalism in those countries. Other ex-
periments in developing socialism in the
20th century failed to surpass the So-
viet model (i.e. Albania), or worse,
stayed within the capitalist mode of pro-
duction, generally due to a failure to
break with the Theory of Productive
Forces.

On Prisons & Prisoners

MIM(Prisons) seeks to build public
opinion against Amerika's criminal in-
justice system with proletarian justice.
The bourgeois injustice system impris-
ons and executes a disproportionately
large and growing number of oppressed
people while letting the biggest mass
murderers — the imperialists — roam
free. Imperialism is not opposed to mur-
der or theft. It only insists that these
crimes be committed in the interest of
the bourgeoisie.

ALL U.$. citizens are criminals — ac-
complices and accessories to the
crimes of U.$. oppression globally until
the day U.$. imperialism is overcome.
All U.$. citizens should start from the
point of view that they are reforming
criminals.

MIM(Prisons) does not advocate that all
prisoners go free today; we have a
more effective program for fighting
crime as was demonstrated in China
prior to the restoration of capitalism
there in 1976. We say that all prisoners
are political prisoners because under
the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, all
imprisonment is substantively political. It
is our responsibility to exert revolution-
ary leadership and conduct political agi-
tation and organization among
prisoners — whose material conditions
make them an overwhelmingly revolu-
tionary group. Some prisoners should
and will work on self-criticism under a
future dictatorship of the proletariat in
those cases in which prisoners really
did do something wrong by proletarian
standards.

Free Political Books for
Prisoners

Our Free Political Books for Prisoners
Program is a Serve the People (STP)
program founded on the model of the
Black Panther Party's Breakfast for
Schoolchildren and other STP pro-
grams, and on the basis of Mao's em-
phasis that communists should serve
the people in everything we do. The
purpose of the Free Books for Prisoners
program is to help prisoners turn their
time under lock and key into a time to
develop their politics and build with us
toward the beginnings of a more just
and productive society. We collect and
send out political, legal and historical
books primarily (we also have some
dictionaries and other reference items
that are useful for writers and jailhouse
lawyers). The materials we distribute
are selected to help people study the
conditions under which they are living
and to turn their knowledge into political
organizing.

We know that many of our subscribers
lack financial resources, and this should
not be a barrier to education. Because
our purpose is to organize, we expect
that comrades will exchange work for
the books we send. You should write ar-
ticles for ULK, create revolutionary art,
form study groups with other comrades
and work through the study group to
educate and organize, share our litera-
ture and expand our mailing list, lead
campaigns against local examples of
oppression, or come up with other ways
to contribute to the struggle. If you can
afford to send donations, and if your fa-
cility rules allow, sending us stamps is
the best way to donate. We can always
use them to get you more books or to
help other comrades who cannot afford
to pay for their books.

We can send you a list of specific titles
that we currently have available, but it is
better to request general topic areas or
include substitutions because our stock
is constantly changing. The literature list
also lists prices for the books we send
in if you want to purchase them, but
again, lack of funds will not keep you
from getting literature, but lack of politi-
cal work will. We ask you to help us
build MIM(Prisons) and United Struggle
from Within through your own work in
exchange for the books. If you would
like to receive books from MIM(Pris-
ons)'s Free Books for Prisoners pro-
gram, please let us know the subject
areas you are interested in, and the
work you are doing in exchange.

Fight Censorship

Under Lock & Key, MIM Theory, study
materials, letters, and even books like
dictionaries have been censored by the
state. If your MIM(Prisons) correspon-
dence is censored, the first thing you
need to know is that you are not alone
in struggling to get your mail and read-
ing materials. You will need to be pre-
pared to do the work yourself (making
copies of rejection notices, filing griev-
ances, sending copies of these docu-
ments to us), but we can send
instructions on how to do this. In some
cases, we can support your appeals
with letters of our own.

These are some basic steps we recom-
mend to everyone in prison:

1. Find out now what the prison rules

say about your right to receive mail and
reading materials. You should read this
policy carefully and get a copy for your
file if possible. You can also send us
copies of the rules to post on our web-
site as a resource for the public.

2. Find out what the prison's implemen-
tation of these policies is like. Many
times the policy looks reasonable on
paper, but the prison staff behaves to-
tally out of line. Ask around.

3. To keep our correspondence going,
write to us every 6 months. If you're
writing us regularly and are not getting
any mail from us, there's a problem
with your mail delivery. Do not assume
we are ignoring you.

4. If your correspondence with us is
censored, it is very important that you
keep copies of all the paperwork, (re-
jection notices, grievances, etc.) and
send us copies of these as well. Often
this is the only way we find out that our
mail has been censored. Once we know
of the censorship, we can work with you
to fight it.

Spread ULK

Let others read the literature we send
you. Talk to potential comrades about
our politics and work, and have them
write in to get put on our mailing list.
Our subscribers (you) play a vital role in
the growth of our mailing list. Remem-
ber, a subscription is free to U.$. prison-
ers!

Administrative Details

Your subscription will be active for 6
months after each time you write to us.
If we do not hear from you for 6 months,
you will be automatically removed from
the mailing list. We recommend writing
to us regularly so you don't lose track of
when to update your subscription. For
people outside of prison, all issues of
ULK, plus additional reports from within
U.$. prisons, are available on the web-
site www.prisoncensorship.info. If you
would like to become a ULK distrib-
utor, get in touch.

Your address: Please send us as de-
tailed an address as possible, including
your full legal name, prison and unit
name, prison ID #, street address and
P.O. Box, city, state, and 9-digit zip
code. Please check with the mailroom
to make sure you have the correct infor-
mation.

Releases: Let us know if you are look-
ing at a (possible) release date in the
next two years. We recently beefed up
our release support, and it includes a lot
of set-up while you're still locked up.
Also let us know your expected address
post-release if you have one. Even if it
is only the address of a relative who you
think will be in the same place for a
while, this could be the difference be-
tween losing contact and staying in
touch and politically active after you are
released.

Your persynal papers: Do not send us
legal papers that pertain to your case
unless you have checked with us first.
In general, we cannot do anything with
your legal papers as we do not have the
resources to get involved in individuals'
cases. We also cannot return them to
you. Rather than focus on only your
case, we strongly encourage comrades
to write articles about the political impli-
cations of their situation, and work on
cases that will positively impact the abil-
ity for prisoners to organize against im-
perialism and capitalism.

Please do not send us your only copies
of artwork, articles or other writings un-
less you are certain that you will not
need them in the future. Comrades
have requested that we make copies of
their work and send these copies back.
Doing this takes up time and money
that would otherwise go to filling book
requests, fighting censorship and an-
swering letters.

Other Resources

PARC provides a free resource guide
for prisoners. Tell them you heard about
them from MIM(Prisons):

Prison Activist Resource Center

PO Box 70447 Oakland, CA 94612

Inside Books Project sends free
books and a resource guide to prison-
ers in Texas. Inside Books Projects,
3106 E. 14 1/2 Street

Austin, Texas 78702
insidebooksproject@gmail.com

United front for Peace in
Prisons - Statement of Prin-
ciples

The basis of any real unity comes from
an agreement on certain key ideas.
This statement does not grant authority
to any party over any other party. We
are mutually accountable to each other
to uphold these points in order to re-
main active participants in this united
front.

PEACE: WE organize to end the need-
less conflicts and violence within the U.
$. prison environment. The oppressors
use divide and conquer strategies so
that we fight each other instead of
them. We will stand together and de-
fend ourselves from oppression.

UNITY: WE strive to unite with those
facing the same struggles as us for our
common interests. To maintain unity we
have to keep an open line of networking
and communication, and ensure we ad-
dress any situation with true facts. This
is needed because of how the pigs uti-
lize tactics such as rumors, snitches
and fake communications to divide and
keep division among the oppressed.
The pigs see the end of their control
within our unity.

GROWTH: WE recognize the impor-
tance of education and freedom to grow
in order to build real unity. We support
members within our organization who
leave and embrace other political orga-
nizations and concepts that are within
the anti-imperialist struggle. Everyone
should get in where they fit in. Similarly,
we recognize the right of comrades to
leave our organization if we fail to live
up to the principles and purpose of the
United Front for Peace in Prisons.

INTERNATIONALISM: WE struggle for
the liberation of all oppressed people.
While we are often referred to as "mi-
norities" in this country, and we often
find those who are in the same boat as
us opposing us, our confidence in
achieving our mission comes from our
unity with all oppressed nations who
represent the vast majority globally. We
cannot liberate ourselves when partici-
pating in the oppression of other na-
tions.

INDEPENDENCE: WE build our own
institutions and programs independent
of the United $tates government and all
its branches, right down to the local po-
lice, because this system does not
serve us. By developing independent
power through these institutions we do
not need to compromise our goals.

How to join the United
Front?

+ Study and uphold the five principles
above.

+ Send your organization's name and a
statement of unity to MIM(Prisons). Your
statement can explain what the united
front principles mean to your organiza-
tion, how they relate to your work, why
they are important, etc.

* Develop peace and unity between fac-
tions where you are at on the basis of
opposing oppression of all prisoners
and oppressed people in general. Cam-
paign around the September 9 Day of
Peace and Solidarity.

+ Send reports on your progress to Un-
der Lock & Key. Did you develop a
peace treaty or protocol that is working?
Send it in for others to study. Is your
unity based on actions? Send us re-
ports on the organizing you are doing.

 Keep educating your members. The
more educated your members are, the
more unity you can develop, and the
stronger your organization can become.
Unity comes from the inside out. By
uniting internally, we can better unite
with others as well. Contact MIM(Pris-
ons) if you need additional materials to
educate your members in history, poli-
tics and economics.



by a Texas prisoner
February 2024

Within the New Afrikan Inde-
pendence Movement, when We
think of Hinds County Mississip-
pi, We often think of El-Malik, or
many of Our movement elders
building independence for Our
people in the heart of dixie. On
December 18th, NBC News pub-
lished the identities of 215 buried
bodies that had been secretly hid-
den behind the Hinds County Pe-
nal Colony in a 'Paupers'
graveyard. These 215 people
were all buried there between
2016 and December 2023. In to-
tal 672 people were buried at this
location. Although each of the
215 graves were marked by a
metal pole with a number at-
tached indicating unclaimed or
unidentified remains, in truth
each one of these 215 people
were identified by the Hinds
County officials and were only
unclaimed because officials did
not attempt to notify kin of the
deceased.

The Wade Family

Of the hundreds of the af-
fected families one of the most
striking stories is that of the Wade
family, whose matriarch Better-
sten Wade was instrumental in
bringing the existence of the se-
cret graveyard, next to the jail, to
public attention.

In 2019, Jackson pigs pulled
over Bettersten's brother, pulled
em out of eir car and slammed em
to the ground in such a way that it
caused eir death. Eir sister, Bet-
tersten Wade, became a recogniz-
able figure in the local Jackson
community as ey waged a relent-
less public battle to advocate for
prosecution of the pigs who were
responsible. One of the pigs was
convicted of manslaughter and
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sentenced to a mere five years.
Subsequently, Bettersten Wade
filed a wrongful death suit against
the Jackson Police Department,
this lawsuit is ongoing and has
been highly publicized in the lo-
cal news.

On 5 March 2023, Bettersten
Wade's 37 year-old son, Dexter
Wade, left home with a friend but
never returned. Bettersten Wade
filed a missing person's report and
continuously contacted Jackson
and Hinds County officials for
months but never got a reply.
Then, five months after the fact,
an investigator came to eir home
to inform em of Dexter's death.

The story coming from the
pigs is that an hour after leaving
home, Dexter was hit by a police
vehicle driven by an off-duty pig.
The illegitimate authorities claim
they've been unable to reach Ms.
Bettersten Wade for months, de-
spite finding Dexter's wallet with
eir I.D. and Ms. Wade's address,
and with Ms. Wade being a
known local figure due to eir
struggle against police murder of
eir brother. Nevertheless, Dex-
ter's body was buried behind the
jail with the number 672 stuck to
the pole. To make matters worse,
once Ms. Wade found the burial
plot ey was told ey would have to
pay $250 to the county to have eir
son's remains retrieved, as eir
body was considered property of
the state of Mississippi!

Ms. Wade and eir lawyer re-
quested to be present when the
body was examined, and ey was
denied even that dignity and eir
humyn courtesy. Dexter's re-
mains were not embalmed, nor
put in a casket, but were stuck in
a bag causing rapid decomposing
in a shallow grave. When Ms.
Wade and eir lawyer arrived the

remains of Dexter had already
been dug up, "breaking the chains
of custody" necessary to deter-
mine Dexter's actual cause of
death.

From the results of a later in-
dependent  autopsy,  Dexter
Wade's body was in an advanced
state of decomposition, showed
multiple blunt force injuries to
the skull, ribs, and pelvis; in addi-
tion eir left leg was completely
amputated from eir body. Eir
body had been completely ran
over by a police vehicle. By se-
cretly burying the body without
notifying the family, it makes it
unlikely that the official findings
of "accidental death" could later
be questioned. Number 672 was
never meant to be uncovered. But
ey was. And the hidden horrors
connected to Dexter's death and
burial would subsequently lead to
many more families coming for-
ward, finding missing loved ones
secretly buried in a pauper's
graveyard behind the prison.

The striking similarities be-
tween the Emmett Till murder
and attempted cover-up among
county and state officials, and
this contemporary tragedy high-
lights the ever present need for
programs for decolonization in
Jackson and the National Terri-
tory more generally. FEach
tragedy and struggle the people
experience in which the inade-
quacy and/or corruption of the
U.$. colonial government can be
implicated is an issue We can or-
ganize around to intensify the
class struggle for national
unity. m

Intensify the class struggle
for national unity

Our lives depend on it!

Re-Build to win!

OIG Report Says Grievance System Reforms
in California Undermined

by MIM(Prisons)
May 2024

In 2018 the California Office
of the Inspector General (OIG)
investigated  the  grievance
process at Salinas Valley State
Prison. This resulted in a new
process in 2020, where any griev-
ances alleging staff misconduct in
the California Department of
Corrections and Rehabilitation
(CDCR) would go to an Allega-
tion Inquiry Management Section
(AIMS) in Sacramento, rather
than being handled by staff at the
prison.(1) As we report on in al-
most every issue of Under Lock
& Key, grievances in U.$. prisons
are often ignored, denied, or cov-
ered up by staff.

One problem with this small
reform is the staff at the prison
was still deciding what griev-
ances would be forwarded to
AIMS. Following OIG recom-
mendations in 2021, the CDCR
changed its system for handling
grievances in 2022 so that staff
misconduct could be reported di-
rectly to AIMS. In March 2023,
AIMS was replaced with the Al-
legation  Investigation  Unit
(AIU), within the Office of Inter-
nal Affairs.

In 2010, United Struggle from
Within (USW) in California initi-
ated the "We Demand Our Griev-
ances Are Addressed!" campaign,
which has since spread across the
country. We just released a peti-
tion for Indiana this year, see the
report on initial campaign suc-
cesses on this page. And we just

updated our petition for Texas.
Since 2010, hundreds of prison-
ers in California have sent peti-
tions to the California OIG and
others outlining the failures of the
existing grievance system and de-
manding proper handling of
grievances. This campaign con-
tributed, likely greatly, to the re-
cent changes in California.

It also happens that February
2023 was the last report we have
of staff in CDCR retaliating
against prisoners for filing griev-
ances (in this case for freezing
temperatures, see "CDCR
Freezes Elderly Inmates in Retal-
iation of Grievance Campaigns"
in ULK 81).(2) So we are inter-
ested to hear from our readers
how the grievance process has
been working over the last year.
However, the OIG's recent report
has already exposed staff miscon-
duct since the new program was
implemented.

The OIG found that in 2023
the department sent 595 cases
back to prison staff to handle that
had originally been sent to the
AIU to investigate as staff mis-
conduct. This was reportedly
done to handle a backlog of
grievances. The OIG also stressed
the waste of resources in dupli-
cating work, given that the de-
partment had been given $34
million to restructure the griev-
ance process. In 127 of these
cases the statute of limitations had
expired so that staff could no
longer be disciplined for any mis-
conduct. Eight of these could

have resulted in dismissal and 12
could have resulted in suspen-
sions or salary reductions. Many
other grievances were close to
expiring.

Unsurprisingly, when the OIG
looked into grievances that had
been sent back to the prisons,
many issues were not addressed,
many were reviewed by un-
trained staff, investigations were
not conducted in a timely manner
(39% taking more than a year),
and grievances were improperly
rejected. All of these are common
complaints on the grievance peti-
tions prisoners have filed over the
years.

The OIG states in their con-
cluding response to the CDCR
claims around these 595 griev-
ances:

"The purpose of this report was
not to provide an assessment of
the department’s overall process
for reviewing allegations of staff
misconduct that incarcerated
people file; that is an assessment
we provide in our annual staff
misconduct monitoring reports.
This report highlighted the de-
partment’s poor decision-making
when determining how to address
a backlog of grievances that the
department believed it was not
adequately staffed to handle.”" m

Notes:

1. California Office of the Inspector General, 29
January 2024, The Department Violated Its
Regulations by Redirecting Backlogged Allega-
tions of Staff Misconduct to Be Processed as
Routine Grievances

2. AV Brown Berets, February 2023, CDCR
Freezes Elderly Inmates in Retaliation of Griev-
ance Campaigns, Under Lock & Key 81.
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Correction: Ruchell Magee

March [T03%
*~ October 12035
400K gs)

by AK47 of United Struggle
from Within
February 2024

In Under Lock & Key 83, my
article "Ruchell Magee" was
published with the line:

"He would later impregnate
her before his demise, with a son
his mother would deny. A son
that would grow into a polar op-
posite of George Jackson."

This was a mistake as i in-
tended to write that Jonathan
Jackson's son looks like a polar-
ized version of George Jackson.
This was merely a reference to
the son's appearance. ®

Indiana Grievance
Campaign Off to Good Start

by MIM(Prisons)
February 2024

In ULK 84, we announced the
addition of Indiana to our list of
states with a campaign and peti-
tion to get prisoner grievances
heard and addressed (see: "Indi-
ana Grievance Petition" from
ULK 84). The comrade who
wrote the petition immediately
put it to work, sending copies of
the petition to all the official ad-
dresses listed on the bottom.

This comrade had mail con-
fiscated in June 2023 that ey has
been trying to get ever since.

"The indorm counselor asked
me to sign the paper which said I
had to either send it home or have
it destroyed and they violated/
broke my due process rights as
well as my 1st Amendment rights.
I told her I ain't signing shit."

"Then a day later I.A. here at
Putnamville Correctional Facil-
ity called me over to give my pub-
lication to me after they had them
for well over 6 months, which is a
victory, and we will see more I be-
lieve."

The comrade sent us a copy of
the letter from the Deputy Chief
of Investigations granting that the
publications sent in early June
were permissible — 7 months
later!

While we agree there will be
more victories, we've also seen
setbacks following censorship
battles in Indiana over the last
couple years. MIM(Prisons) be-
lieves there are no rights, only

power struggles. The grievance
campaign being waged in over a
dozen states across the country is
geared towards getting prisoners
organized to advocate for them-
selves because the system is al-
ways there to maintain the status
quo.

Today the Deputy Chief of In-
vestigations helped a comrade
out, tomorrow ey might not be so
generous. Recently the FBI ar-
rested rapists running FCI-
Dublin, yet at other times they've
imprisoned and assassinated
those who fight for the liberation
of the oppressed. The agents of
the state act in the interest of the
state. So we cannot rest on our
laurels after a couple censorship
victories. m

Document Prison Abuses

We receive many reports about terrible
conditions, abuse and neglect in prisons
across the country. While most of these
don't make it onto the pages of ULK, we
do type these up for publication on our
website (www.prisoncensorship.info).

Documenting and monitoring the abusive
conditions in Amerikan prisons is an
important part of our work. Keep sending
in these reports! Online readers can
search by state and facility to find your
reports.




On New Afrikan Victimization

by Triumphant of United
Struggle from Within
January 2024

There is a duality in regards to
the existence of the victimization
in the New Afrikan nation and
generally among oppressed peo-
ple. The duality expresses itself
when oppressed people avoid
struggle, avoid acknowledgment
of their colonization and oppres-
sion, because of a psychosocial
tendency to align one's self with
strength, victory, privilege, ex-
cess, and power. This tendency is
deeply rooted in one of the char-
acteristics of the "colonial men-
tality," which is a lack of dignity,
pride, and self-worth. In this case
of identity crisis and pathology
the oppressed chooses to derive
its pride, dignity, self-worth (and
perceived social, political, and
economic interests) from the up-
per echelons of empire, from the
imperialist power structure.

There is another side of this
duality which thrives, not on its
own victimhood per se, but more
aptly on its ability to resist,
thwart, and overcome the com-

plexities of the colonial-imperial
oppression. These are "the peo-
ple," so often refereed to in radi-
cal discourse, "the people's"
collective will in movement
fighting, struggling ceaselessly.

The basic truth is that in every
contradiction there is winners and
losers. Losers, by default, die vic-
tims. Winners are victimizers.
The issue, from my humble point
of view, only arises when We
have a social group, or a broad
mass within a social group after
long periods of oppression, be-
come content with their own sta-
tus as victims. So content in fact
that they themselves have ren-
dered all resistance and tactical
victories among themselves as il-
legitimate expressions of the op-
pressed experience. This is
indeed an issue because war has a
sole purpose to destroy the will
and/or ability for the opposition
to resist our advancement.

"War is nothing but a duel on an
extensive scale. If we would con-
ceive as a unit the countless num-
ber of duels which make up a war,
we shall do so best by supposing

to ourselves two wrestlers. Each
strives by physical force to compel
the other to submit to his will: his
first object is to throw his adver-
sary, and thus to render him inca-
pable of further resistance...
Violence arms itself with the in-
ventions of Art and Science [cog-
nitive, neuro sciences, behavioral
sciences] in order to contend
against violence."(1)

The inherent danger and crip-
pling effect of the pathology of
New Afrikan Victimization can
be seen in many instances, but i
will highlight one in particular.

i am speaking here of the case
of Brother Othal "Ozone" Wal-
lace, a New Afrikan man in Flor-
ida currently fighting against the
State’s death penalty. Ozone is a
father and was an active partici-
pant in the efforts of liberation for
New Afrikan and other oppressed
people. Prior to his current cap-
tivity Ozone was active in search
and rescue missions of suspected
human trafficking victims. As a
craftsman by trade he helped re-
build communities damaged by
hurricane disasters. Ozone was

Rape Revenge Fantasies Fuel
Genocide In Palestine

by Mica of MIM(Prisons)
April 2024

In our last issue we covered
the mythology of sex crimes be-
ing painted onto Hamas (see:
"I$raeli Propaganda Capitalizes
on Gender Hierarchy" from ULK
84) in the imperialist media, and
the flaunting of beautiful, young,
"white" wimmin to rouse the
hunger for war in the men of the
United $tates, Britain and I$rael
itself. In effect they have turned
the genocide in Palestine into a
rape revenge fantasy.

Since that article, multiple
news agencies have done further
investigation into the claims
made by the New York Times and
echoed across the imperialist me-
dia. Yes! and The Intercept both
conducted investigations, and to
those paying attention, it seems
very clear that there is actually no
real evidence of rape committed
on October 7th, especially by
Hamas itself. Both investigations
report on the experience of one of
the lead investigators for the New
York Times, who questioned eir
own qualifications to be working
on the article, and hit dead end af-
ter dead end while intentionally
trying to dig up information on
alleged rapes. This "reporter,"
Anat Schwartz, also liked a tweet
saying that I$rael needed to "turn
the Gaza strip into a slaughter-
house."(1)(2)

Another figure in this propa-
ganda campaign, Cochav Elka-
yam-Levy, was hosted by the
White House in December, whom
it described in a press statement
as the "Chair of Israel's Civil
Commission on October 7
Crimes by Hamas Against
Women and Children." Since
then ey has been the center of
scandal in I$rael where it has
been exposed that the "Commis-
sion" is just one persyn, and de-
spite its name is not an official
state commission. Elkayam-Levy
released a "Horrors Report" that
was 4 pages long, listing newspa-
per headlines and some signa-
tures. Meanwhile ey attempted to
raise $8 million for the "Commis-
sion's" investigation.(3)

While working on this article
another New York Times piece

came out claiming that an I$raeli
prisoner was sexually assaulted.
This came out months after her
release and having given a press
conference on her imprisonment.
It also came out shortly after that
new evidence had been uncov-
ered to prove some of their claims
about rapes on October 7th false.
In reality, it was already known
that these claims were false be-
fore the original article came out.
(4) What is not debated is the fact
that these wimmin were killed in
the October 7th attack. The
grandfather of the two girls killed
by Hamas, mentioned in the NYT
report on rape, said it "was the
saddest day of my life." So why is
it so necessary for the imperialists
to create these stories that they
were raped as well? Finally, this
new sexual assault story comes to
light as I$rael is conducting an in-
tentional mass starvation cam-
paign and destruction of medical
care in the Gaza Strip and as
footage is released of I$raeli
drones hunting down and mur-
dering unarmed Palestinians
walking down the street.

The imperialist media has at
times painted the myth of sexual
assaults on October 7th as the
greatest tragedy in the conflict in
Palestine. Greater than the almost
35,000 dead Palestinians, greater
than the thousands of Palestinian
babies starving to death as we
write this, even greater than the
hundreds of I$raeli lives taken.

Meanwhile, many U.$. pris-
oners are confused by the state to
think that anyone with a "sex of-
fender" label has assaulted chil-
dren. And they see this assault of
children, whether real or imag-
ined, by another prisoner as the
greatest tragedy that they will
sacrifice their body and their free-
dom to avenge. This is a greater
tragedy to them than the tens of
thousands of oppressed nation
men and wimmin being tortured
every day by the U.$. prison sys-
tem. The 100,000 rotting away in
long-term isolation (see: abolish-
controlunits.org/research/). The
minds of multiple generations be-
ing zombified by chemical war-
fare agents being brought in and
sold by the guards. Staff beating
people to within an inch of their
lives over frivolous trespasses.

Some of our misled readers
would rather attack another pris-
oner than avenge these atrocities
of the state.

Young New Afrikan males are
one of the demographics that are
most likely to be raped in the
United $tates because of their
vastly disproportionate rate of
imprisonment.(5)  Palestinians
face similar rates of imprison-
ment, with accounts of rape in
those prisons of both men and
wimmin. A recent UN report says
allegations of I$raeli sexual as-
sault and rape of Palestinan wim-
min and girls are credible.(6) It is
clear that by fighting imperialism
— its occupations, its wars, its
prisons — we can do the most to
combat rape. It is clear that
bombing Gaza is not stopping
rape. It should also be clear that
attacking other prisoners who are
threatening no one does not stop
rape.

Rape revenge fantasies are
built up by the patriarchy, to tug
at the emotions of the patriarchal
men who are called to avenge the
innocent who are defiled. This
props up the very gender rela-
tions that lead to rape in the first
place, where individuals take
other individuals' fates into their
own hands through the use of in-
ter-persynal force. These fan-
tasies are used to divide the
oppressed and rally the oppres-
sors. They are used to justify di-
vision and oppression in U.S$.
prisons, and they are used to jus-
tify war and genocide in the Third
World. =

Notes:

1. Arun Gupta, 5 March 2024, "Claims of Mass
Rape by Hamas Unravel Upon Investigation",
Yes!

2. Jeremy Scahill, Ryan Grim, Daniel Boguslaw,
28 February 2024, "Between the Hammer and
the Anvil: The Story Behind the New York Times
October 7 Expose", The Intercept

3. Ali Abunimah, 25 March 2024, "Israeli
“commission” on 7 October rape claims ex-
posed as fraud", The Electronic Intifada

4. Jeremy Scahill, Ryan Grim, 4 March 2024,
"Kibbutz Be'eri Rejects Story in New Yortk
Times October 7 Expose: "They Were Not Sexu-
ally Abused", The Intercept

5. MIM(Prisons), September 2007, Gender Op-
pression in U.$. Prisons, Under Lock & Key No.
1

6. Julian Borger, 22 February 2024, Claims of
Israeli sexual assault of Palestinian women are
credible, UN panel says, The Guardian

also on the front lines of armed
demonstrations advocating
armed self defense and armed
struggle against the oppression of
New Afrikans.

In June 2021, Ozone was exit-
ing his vehicle while in a residen-
tial area, when he was
approached by a Daytona Beach
Police officer who asked a ques-
tion common to colonial and op-
pressed subjects globally, "Where
are you going? Do you live here?"
Body cam footage shows the offi-
cer repeat, "Do you live here? Yes
or no?" While he grabbed Ozone
by the shoulders. At that point the
footage becomes shaky and
blurry, but it should be under-
stood that this entire incident,
from the Police’s observation as
someone "unwelcome", "sus-
pect”, "threatening", is a textbook
chain of events in the efforts of
occupation and counter-insurgent
forces. This "regular" treatment
of New Afrikans is contrary to the
U.$.  constitution's  Fourth
Amendment right to protection
from illegal search and seizure,
but its regularity showcases that
New Afrikans are still a colonized
population whose existence is sit-
uated outside the general legali-
ties of the empire.

Somehow during the physical
struggle, initiated by the officer's
arrogant choice to grab Ozone,
the officer ended up shot in his
face, while Ozone escaped the
scene. He was captured days later,
in a wooded area in Georgia,
where state agents also allege to
have found multiple flash bangs,
rifle plates, body armor, two ri-
fles, two handguns, and several
boxes of ammunition.

In the ensuing "legal" drama,
once the officer died in a hospital
as a result of his wounds in Au-
gust of 2021, Prosecutors began
seeking the death penalty, the
family of the officer filed a civil
suit, suing Ozone for $5 million,
specifically the money accumu-
lated by Ozone’s criminal defense
fundraiser page. Prosecutors have
sought to have his GoFundMe ac-
count shutdown. In short, Ozone
was and remains under attack,
and his experience is synony-
mous with New Afrikan libera-
tion in general.

My reason for highlighting
Ozone’s experience is that i see it
as an example and a dividing line
question among “the left” and
New Afrikans particularly and

Black liberationists (of many
stripes) generally. My question to
the movement(s), to Our People,
why is Ozone not as known as
Michael Brown or George Floyd?
Why is he not garnering support
and attention from the Black and
radical press? Why is he virtually
unknown to the common persyn
of the street? The simple answer
is that New Afrikans, generally
speaking, even within so-called
radical circles, have become in-
fected with that colonial pathol-
ogy that i call New Afrikan
Victimization. Some of us are too
content with Our imagery and as-
sociation with victimhood. Oth-
ers delude themselves into
behaving as if this victimization
doesn’t exist on an institutional
and systemic level. Instead opting
for the “boot straps” mentality
which is also a socio-pathology.

Too many of us have failed to
acknowledge that We are at war,
that we’re subjects, not free and
liberated citizens of a free demo-
cratic society. We’ve failed to re-
alize the there are no "rights" only
power struggles, and those who
dictate power subsequently dic-
tate what "rights" are respected or
discarded. @~ Most  important,
We’ve failed to realize the impli-
cations of these failures. Thus We
have Ozone, and other Political
Prisoners of War lost in captivity
without support or even ac-
knowledgment from even ele-
ments of Movement(s) that are
supposed to be supporting Politi-
cal Prisoners of War. Such
groups, generally, have forgotten
the current epoch of struggle, that
there are Political Prisoners being
captured almost daily. That
yesteryears "Black Nationalist
hate group" designation that fu-
eled COINTELPRO and PRIS-
ACTS has been replaced by
today's "Black Identity Extrem-
ist" designation that is fueling
present day surveillance, sabo-
tage, and imprisonment of move-
ment activists. While we should
never forget or relinquish support
of BPP/BLA Political Prisoners
or others from earlier eras of
struggle, We also should not ex-
clude or ignore those currently
active in the streets (even if We do
not agree with their political line).
]

Free Ozone and All Political
Prisoners

Notes:
1. Carl von Clausewitz, 1832, On War.

Info on Firms Fighting
Prison Slavery

by a Colarado prisoner
February 2024

In my opinion, ULK 84 was
the best issue I have ever seen in
my years of getting the newslet-
ter. In response to "On Tennes-
see Bans Slavery — So What?":
While T agree voting has poor
success it is a start on the process
and can help create awareness
among the sheeple.

Corruptaradans (as we call
the sheeple of this corrupt state)
changed the Colorado constitu-
tion to ban all slavery. But the
Dept of Corruption ignored the
will of the people (I am
shocked!) and said it did not ap-
ply to prisoner slaves.

However, two law firms
joined forces and filed an action
in Denver Dist Court to demand
minimum wage for prisoners'
work (case no: 2022CV30421).
The firms are:

Towards Justice

P.O. Box 371680
P111B 44465
Denver, CO 80237
720-441-2236

Maxted Law

1543 Champa St, St 400
Denver, CO 80202
www.maxtedlaw.com
720-717-0877

Around the country more
than 65 groups have joined the
fight to take prisoner slavery is
just peachy out of the U.$. Con-
stitution. For a list of these, con-
tact:

Brennan Center for Justice at
New York University School
of Law

120 Broadway Ste. 1750

New York, NY 10271 m



UNDER Lock & KEY No. 85SpPRrING 2024 5

Prison 1s War on Our Ch

by Joku Jeupe Mkali of Serving
With A Purpose
April 2024

All Power to New Afrika

In the previous issues of ULK
there have been several articles,
wherein, We expanded upon how
these prisons serve as a repressive
arm of the oppressor nation, and
how they are used as an apparatus
to wage war against New
Afrikans and other oppressed na-
tions here in the United $tates.
There have been some well writ-
ten diatribes, however, We've ne-
glected to point out how this war
impacts our children.

There are approximately 1.7
million  parents incarcerated
across the United $tates, leaving
behind approximately 3 million
children suffering the loss of a
mother, or the loss of a father, and
in some cases the loss of both pri-
mary care givers. This has re-
sulted in Our children suffering
immense trauma due to their sep-
aration from their parents, similar
to that of losing their parent to
death. This can lead to severe de-
pression, anxiety, high-rates of
obesity and behavioral issues.

The combination of trauma,
shame and stigma has led the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) to label pater-
nal incarceration an Adverse
Childhood Experience (A.C.E.).

Currently, 50% of juveniles
that are in detention centers actu-
ally have a parent in prison and
there are some studies that say
children of incarcerated parents

Attention Joe Biden: Texas

by Firewater of United Struggle
from Within
April 2024

In mid-February on H-pod
here in the ECB Expansion Cell
Blocks prisoners got together
and submitted 30 grievances
about lack of dayroom and out-
side rec which G-5, G-4 and G-2
are all experiencing here in the
ECB. The response from Warden
Smith was that they are "under-
staffed". I may submit my own
grievance just to see if I get the
same response though I have to
be careful as the guards are using
the gangs to police the prisoners
and some of these fucking
"Homeboys" do the pigs' work
for them violently. But I thought
I would call your attention to an
interview of Bryan Collier in the
Nov-Dec 2023 and Jan. 2024
Echo Newspaper. In the January
edition Collier admits to having

are 7 times more likely to end up
in prison than their peers.

One in 57 children of Euro-
pean descendant have a parent
that is incarcerated, it is 1 in 28 for
Chican@ children and to no sur-
prise 1 in 9 New Afrikan children
have a parent that is incarcerated.

You see when a parent is
charged with committing a
"crime," law enforcement and the
judicial system intervenes on be-
half of the "victim" of the com-
mitted "crime," however, no one
intervenes on behalf of the chil-
dren of the prisoner. These chil-
dren are left to suffer.

This is by design. The afore-
mentioned numbers reflect the
genocide being carried out
against New Afrikans.

Article IT of the Convention of
the Prevention and Punishment of
the Crime of Genocide, adopted
by United Nations General As-
sembly on December 9, 1948
states in part that Genocide means
ANY of the following acts com-
mitted with INTENT to destroy
in whole or part, a national, ethi-
cal, "racial" or religious group, as
such:

A. Killing members of the group;

B. Causing serious bodily or
mental harm to members of the

group;

C. Deliberately inflicting on the
group conditions of life calculated
to bring about its physical de-
struction in whole or in part;

D. Imposing measures intended

"staffing” problems. So both
Collier and Smith are aware of
this understaffing but still it con-
tinues and they are not releasing
anybody or hiring enough to
quell the problems.

Two weeks ago it is rumored
that a prisoner was raped by his
celly. The word is this is the rea-
son one of my classmates has
been missing. I don't know if a
FOIA can be filed and help his
family to get these motherfuck-
ers? But being understaffed is
dangerous and cruel for all of us.

These 30 grievances from G-
4's in H-pod on ECB and the Jan-
uary 2024 interview of Collier
show corroborated "Deliberate
Indifference." Maybe I should
also grieve this and send my
copies to a supporter who can
coordinate with prisoners, legis-

to prevent births within the group.

The oppressor nation has had
well over 400 years to perfect
those methods of genocide. Be-
ginning with the aggressive Eu-
ropean invasion of Afrika, it
progressed  with  the euro-
Amerikkkan slave trade during
which millions of Afrikans died
during the "middle passage." All
the deaths of Afrikans on slave
ships at the hands of village raids,
and city police, were acts of
genocide.

Amerikkka is still the enemy,
and today it uses its prisons as
genocidal weapons. Amerikkkan
prisons are instruments used to
practice political, economic, and
social oppression of New Afrikan
people. Prisons are used to prac-
tice genocide, to practice physical
and mental destruction of the
group, and as one of the instru-
ments used to prevent the group's
successful struggle for liberation
Amerikkan prisons are Koncen-
tration Kamps. The entire U.$.
"criminal justice system" is used
as an arm of the government to
repress and destroy the national
liberation struggle, sadly this in-
cludes our children.

Re-Build

Post Script: i need to inform
North Carolina Prisoners that our
(S.W.A.P) address has changed.
Prisoners should write to:

S.W.A.P
PO Box 15092
Durham, NC 27704

Prisons Are a

lators, and the D.O.J. I'm sure
Genocide Joe would love to get a
piece of Greg Abbott and Ken
Paxton for the bad press they
have given him on the border??
We should take advantage of
these asshole politicians when-
ever we can!!! Anyway, if you
have any extra ULKs sitting
around and can afford to send me
another bulk mailing, please do
so, so that I can distribute them
here.

Securus advertises package
pricing for movies I think that are
about $12 a month but they are
not offering these packages. In-
stead we have to pay from 6-12
dollars per movie rental! And
they blame Hollywood Studios
for this price gouging. I wonder
if Hollywood knows about how
they are exploiting us and our
families? We should get Netflix

e

Cdck

. PRISONIR

At the moment our support is
limited to providing the New
Afrikan P.O.W. Journals to NC
prisoners. If you are interested in
supporting the Do M.O.R.E.
(Mobilize Organize Revolution-
ize & Educate) campaign. i en-
treat that you write to us with your
ideas.

Mess

for $16/month or something but
4.99-19.99 before tax is too
much to charge "slaves" who do
not get paid for their mandatory
work!

MIM(Prisons) responds: It's
ironic that Abbott is fighting to
militarize the border, but can't
find enough people to run his
prisons. Though it's our under-
standing that many Texas prisons
are already being staffed by
Nigerian immigrants working on
visas. Meanwhile they have
gangs working for the state, im-
plementing repression and keep-
ing the population sedated on
drugs, while the staff sit around
doing nothing. Though Biden has
no qualms about supporting
genocide, he does like scoring
political points on Greg Abbot.
This comrade might have a good
idea here. m

Ildren

The primary objective of the
campaign is to have the Security
Risk Group (SRG) sanctions and
restrictions removed from pris-
oners who don't pose a "threat" to
the "security" of the prison sys-
tem. Please write for details. m

ON "OBJECTIVE" REPORTING

ULK relies on our comrades behind
bars to report on conditions and events
inside prisons. We track the history and
reliability of our writers and, when pos-
sible, we double check facts in the arti-
cles. But there will always be some
facts we cannot veriyfy before printing.
Our readers are encouraged to let us
know if they have information that con-
tradicts what they see in ULK. Yet, rec-
ognize that no matter how much the
bourgeoisie tries to pretend, reporting is
never completely objective or devoid of
political content. MIM(Prisons) will al-
ways report from the perspective of the
international proleteriat and on the is-
sues that best serve their interests.

.. Continued from p. 1

the Warden Mr. Anderson and I
was placed around other gang
members who keep threatening to
harm me and call me punk,
snitch, hoe and all that and use of-
ficers against me. Last month an-
other officer name Suniga started
threatening to harm me and sexu-
ally harassed me.

...Later Suniga got mad at me
and threatened to take my booty
shorts and other clothes. He told
all those other inmates that I'm
snitching on them with the I.G.
who coming to investigate me for
the incident with the other officer
I mention before....

..the PREA officer respond
back and said they did an investi-
gation but can't go forward be-
cause Mr. Suniga resigned from

. Prison Rape

his job. Now nobody want to do
anything or restore my papers
which I don't get for free ...even if
Suniga quit his job, the TDCJ
should be responsible for what he
did while he were employed at the
TDCI...

They stop our physical mail
claiming that too much drugs are
coming into the TDCJ units. She
worry about me wearing booty
shorts, but drugs still get here ev-
ery day. And not only K2, they get
methamphetamine, ice, weed, all
kind. I know because I seen who
bring into the C pod. And I got
notes in my cell right now, on 8
March 2024, on people who ask
me if T want to buy K2 and ice,
but I can't say shit because if I do
or report it to the I.G. or STG they
going to let these gang members

know that I told on them and
more retaliations going to occur.

Another Polunsky Unit pris-
oner wrote us in March 2024: I
was called out by Captain Cerda
concerning a PREA Safe Prison
for sexual harassment and sexual
assault.... he began asking me
what's up with this letter to PREA
Ombudsman. I began to explain
and he said, "aw hell, we got to do
this whole PREA thing." He then
hands me a statement sheet. I ask
for the dates for the PREA letter
and times, but he said "don't
worry about it, just leave 'em

ut." I told him I needed them
cause this inmate was suppose to
be out of his assigned work area
and in safe keeping, and I've writ-
ten PREA Ombudsman about this
repeatedly. He stated, "If we
weren't so short handed all this
shit wouldn't be happening and if

TDCJ had housing, safe keeping
wouldn't be on my fucking unit
cause I damn sure don't want yall
here!"

I felt badgered and like I was
wrong for filing the complaint
with only half the info. And with
Captain Cerda's demeanor and Lt.
Rodriqguez throwing questions
in... and her standing over me I
felt pressured and I wrote as little
as possible. I just wanted to be
away from them.

...TDCJ Executive Directive
PD22 #4 Tampering with a wit-
ness violation level 1: states "An
employee shall not attempt to
hinder or influence in any manner
the testimony or information or
any witness or potential witness
in an investigation or administra-
tive proceeding." m

Notes:

1. Victoria Law, 14 March 2024, FBI Raids Cal-
ifornia Prison Facing 63 Lawsuits Over Sys-
temic Sexual Abuse, Truthout

2. Jessy Edwards and Samantha Max, 26 March
2024, Late-night sex assaults. Invasive searches.
The 700+ women alleging abuse at Rikers, The
Gothamist

3. Trans Pride Initiative PREA website

4. MIM(Prisons), September 2007, Gender Op-
pression in Prisons, Under Lock & Key No. 1

5. TPI Prison Data Explorer (https://tpride.org/
projects_prisondata/)



Hawai'ins Shipped to AZ and
Targeted for Isolation

by a Hawaii prisoner
April 2024

Saguaro Correctional Center
in Eloy, Arizona as a private
prison is being run illegally by
these authorities: WARDEN -
Sean Wead, Assistant WARDEN
- Jody Bradley, HAWAII CON-
TRACT MONITOR - Jennifer
Bechler and others.

Here, disciplinary segregation
is run against CoreCivic policy
and by law from the above, be-
cause they are segregating only
the Hawai'i inmates for over one
(1) year in a segregated unit. And
no matter how you look at it,
there is no way out, not even if
you take them to court, because
the courts here in Arizona for
SCC all work together to just get
free money off the Hawai'ian in-
mates when we file a lawsuit.

Help Our Hawai'ian Popula-
tion

They have this thing that they
call SHIP. No policies pursuant to
any law authorizes SHIP. SHIP is
identified as Special Housing In-
centive Program.

CoreCivic does not provide
"intensive program" within SHIP:

* Does not provide substance
abuse treatment

* Does not provide education

* Does not provide comprehen-
sive programs

* Does not provide vocational
opportunities to prepare prison-
ers for a successful re-entry into
society or the general popula-
tion

SHIP does not support aca-
demic  development through
Adult Basic Education (ABE) or
General Equivalency Diploma
(GED). Therefore SHIP lacks any
penological goal or correctional
interest.

Why does Hawai'i support
SHIP when it does not help our
Hawai'ian population? Our peo-
ple deserve better. SHIP is fraud.
CoreCivic is degrading our
Hawai'ian people.

Halawa Correctional Facility
(the state prison in Honoluly,
Hawaii) does not recognize SHIP,
so how does CoreCivic get away

with it here?

The First Amendment autho-
rizes anyone to grieve the gov-
ernment. Due Process requires at
the minimum some type of hear-
ing to be held. The Eighth
Amendment, which is "cruel and
unusual punishment" as well as
"retaliation" is heavy in this pri-
vate prison of Saguaro Correc-
tional  Center. And these
authorities just get away with it. It
is wrong for the law to do that to
innocent prisoners that are only
trying to go home to their family
and learn from the mistakes that
led them to prison.

MIM(Prisons) adds: In 1995,
300 Hawai'ian prisoners were
shipped from occupied Hawai'i to
the occupied Sonoran Desert,
where CoreCivic (at the time the
Corrections ~ Corporation  of
America) runs the Saguaro Cor-
rectional Center. This was billed
as a "temporary measure" to deal
with extreme overcrowding in
prisons on the Hawaiian islands.
But it was not temporary. Today
there are about 1000 Hawaiians
there, and at the peak there were
about 1,500.
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Prisoners in Wai'awa Correctional Facility performing a traditional

dance.

Just over a year ago, Hawaii
News Now got rare video access
to Saguaro CC for an apparent
fluff piece to appease growing
concerns among Hawai'ians for
the people being shipped there.
The story praises the program for
giving access to cleaner, less
crowded prisons where there are
more programs for rehabilitation
preparing people for their release
back to Hawai'i.(1) According to
the author above, it seems every-
thing took a sharp change after
Hawaii News Now left, or some-
one was lying.

While only 10% of the popu-
lation of the state of Hawai'i to-
day, Native Hawai'ians and
Pacific Islanders make up 44% of
the prison population.(2) In 2010,
Pacific Islanders were 1.5% of
the prison population in Arizona,

despite being 0.2% of the state
population. This is due primarily
to the shipping of Hawaii's pris-
oners to Saguaro CC.

Hawai'i is one of the internal

semi-colonies of the United
$tates. We report regularly on the
disproportionate targeting of the
internal semi-colonies for impris-
onment, and once in prison, for
isolation. So it is no surprise that
Hawai'ians are facing similar re-
pression by Amerikans. We sup-
port this comrade's call, and hope
we can play a role in the cam-
paign to bring Hawaiian prison-
ers home. m
Notes:
1. Lynn Kawano, 15 December 2022, These in-
mates have access to better facilities. The price?
They're 3,000 miles from home, Hawaii News
Now.

2. Prison Policy Initiative profile on Hawaii, us-
ing data from 2021

... Continued from p. 1

populations of the exploiter countries
to be part of the bourgeoisie is cor-
rect. And recognizing the need for in-
dependent communist organizations
in all parts of the world is correct for
avoiding past mistakes that restricted
the revolutionary potential of op-
pressed nations (see next section).

There is a reinforcing effect
between revolutionary nationalist
and communist movements
around the world. Communism
was more popular in Palestine
when communists were demon-
strating models of success in
practice in other parts of the
world. The revolutionary nation-
alism of Palestine today will im-
pact the consciousness of
revolutionary nationalism around
the world, including within U.$.
borders. Amplifying this effect in
the short-term will help us build
the type of movement that can
provide real solidarity with Pales-
tine in the short-term. The history
and class interests of Amerikan
labor prove that their current
level of sympathies with Pales-
tine are tenuous and lacking in
militancy.

It is the struggle of the occu-
pied indigenous populations, the
largest of which is Aztlan, that are
most parallel to Palestine in our
context. Meanwhile New Afrika
has probably been the most ar-
dent supporter of Palestine in the
United $tates historically.
Though it's also worth noting the
prominence of Jewish voices in
opposing the war from the United
$tates, due to the connection the
existence of I$rael has forced
onto all Jewish people. As a resis-
tance movement based in a com-
pact area of land that is mostly
urban, there is much to be learned
tactically from the successes of
the ongoing struggle in Palestine
today that relates to the condi-
tions of oppressed nations in the
heart of empire.

The ICM, Pan-Islamism and
Palestine

Support from communists
around the world, especially
those waging People's War in the
Third World, has been unwaver-
ing on the side of Palestine libera-
tion since October 7th. But the

... Palestine

history of the International Com-
munist Movement (ICM) has led
to setbacks in Palestinian and
pan-Arab liberation.

MIM(Prisons) has been work-
ing on reiterating MIM line on the
Communist International in re-
cent years as part of an effort to
compile MIM's work opposing
crypto-Trotskyism. One of the
key issues we have with Trotsky-
ism is its view that the most ad-
vanced capitalist countries will/
should lead the communist move-
ment. MIM line says that the most
exploited and oppressed nations
will lead the way, and recognizes
the need for independent initia-
tive and direction from within
each nation. We also see the need
for a Joint Dictatorship of the
Proletariat of the Oppressed Na-
tions (JDPON) as a tool for over-
throwing imperialism. Under the
JDPON, it will be the communist
minorities in former imperialist
countries that are benefiting from
the assistance of more advanced,
socialist, former colonies.

From 1919-1943, the third
Communist International (Com-
intern) was the first experiment in
an international  communist
movement that involved parties
in state power. At that time the
idea that the advanced capitalist
countries would lead the socialist
revolution was more popular.
Bolshevik leader Mirza Sultan-
Galiev was one of the biggest
critics of this position. In 1923, at
the 9th Conference of the Tatar
Obkom, Sutlan-Galiev stated:

"If a revolution succeeds in Eng-
land, the proletariat will continue
oppressing the colonies and pur-
suing the policy of the existing
bourgeois government; for it is in-
terested in the exploitation of
these colonies. In order to prevent
the oppression of the toiler of the
East we must unite the Muslim
masses in a communist movement
that will be our own and autono-
mous."(4)

MIM positively reviewed eir
ideas:

"Sultan-Galiev was for the for-
mation of a "Colonial Interna-
tional" to replace the Comintern

as organization of central impor-
tance. He also called for the "dic-
tatorship of the colonial nations
over the metropolis.""(5)

Sultan-Galiev  applied this
concept to Russians, who were
far more oppressed and exploited
than Amerikans today, as well as
to the United $tates, which ey
saw as built on the genocide and
labor of First Nations and New
Afrikans.

For a brief period, about 5
years after the Russian revolu-
tion, the Bolsheviks had created a
Muslim communist party sepa-
rate from the Russian one. But
this project was quickly aban-
doned. Decades later, USSR
leader Joseph Stalin, who also
played a leading role in the Com-
intern, abolished the Comintern
in 1943. Stalin and Mao both said
the communist international was
no longer appropriate for the
complicated conditions of inter-
national struggle. One of the
problems with the communist in-
ternational was the mixing of
people from exploiter countries
and exploited countries in one or-
ganization. Another was the mix-
ing of people engaged in armed
struggle against imperialism with
those who are not. Sultan-
Galiev's proposal for a "Colonial
International" addresses the first
problem. However, eir ideas were
not ultimately adopted by the
Comintern, and ey were purged
from the Bolshevik Party in
1923.

Current Events in Russia
and Palestinian Commu-
nism

Last week a horrible mass
shooting took place in Moscow,
killing 143 people. The gunmen
are reportedly from Tajikistan
and working with the Islamic
State-Khorasan, based in Central
Asia. An Amerikan analyst ex-
plained that this group "sees Rus-
sia as being complicit in activities
that regularly oppress Muslims"
and that a number of other Cen-
tral Asian militants have allied
with the Islamic State group due
to their own grievances against
Moscow.(6) Tajikistan is a former
Soviet republic. One must won-
der if a Muslim Communist Inter-
national, separate from the

Russian one, could have avoided
the emergence of militant groups
in Central Asia today that have
violent beefs with Moscow. This
goes both ways, with chauvinist
attitudes by many Russians today
towards the other former Soviet
republics. As the capitalist/impe-
rialist USSR collapsed in 1991,
both sides of this national divide
perceived the other to be exploit-
ing them.(7)

On the Western side of the
USSR Sultan-Galiev helped es-
tablish a separate Crimean Au-
tonomous Soviet Socialist
Republic in 1921. This became a
bastion for German Nazis in the
1940s, leading to the native Tatar
population being relocated by
Stalin, and the area populated by
Russians and Ukrainians — lead-
ing to disputes over the territory
today. This suggests that Stalin
was correct to oppose Sultan-
Galiev for narrow nationalism in
the late 1920s and ultimately have
em killed in 1940 as the Nazis
were preparing to invade.

The problems with trying to
unify too quickly with a commu-
nist international seems to have
played a role in Palestine and the
Arab world as well. The Soviet
Union supported the partitioning
of Palestine by the Zionists, lead-
ing to the Nakba ("The Catastro-
phe" or ethnic cleansing of
Palestine) in 1948. Despite the
Comintern having been dissolved
in 1943, apparently it was still
policy for the Communist Parties
in Palestine, Syria, and Lebanon
to support the USSR line on the
partitioning of Palestine against
their own beliefs. This led to mas-
sive loss of support for the com-
munists in Syria and Lebanon for
years to come (there was not
much support in Palestine until
years later).(8)

While U.$. and I$raeli imperi-
alism played a role in suppressing
communist organizing, these in-
ternal contradictions and short-
comings are what allowed such
efforts to succeed. We can see
how the strategies we choose to-
day can have grave and lasting
impacts decades later. That is why
we, as communists, must do a
better job of implementing an ef-
fective internationalism by rec-
ognizing the national

self-determination of each op-
pressed nation. Independence in
action must coincide with a strug-
gle for unity in ideology.

"The early stages of socialism
according to both Lenin and
Stalin would see a vast multipli-
cation of nations seizing their
destinies. It was only under ad-
vanced communism that we could
contemplate the disappearance of
nations."(7)

The above is in line with
USW's slogan of "unity from the
inside out." It is only with true
self-determination of the op-
pressed nations that they can fully
unite with other nations. Of
course, the more unity we have
the stronger we are. So we must
struggle for unity, without forcing
it before conditions are ripe.

We call on comrades to con-
tinue to make connections be-
tween Palestine and national
struggles in occupied Turtle Is-
land, and to build national libera-
tion struggles here in the heart of
empire. B

Notes:

1. MIM - California, UC Divest From Israel!
campaign page

2. Boston MIM, August 2005, "Labor aristoc-
racy hits the streets for I$rael”, This article
gives a more comprehensive background on the
connection between Zionism and U.$. labor
unions: Jeff Schuhrke, 11 November 2023, "US
Labor Has Long Been a Stalwart Backer of Is-
rael. That's Starting To Change", Jacobin

3. Democracy Now!, 26 December 2023, Labor
Demands a Ceasefire: UAW, Electrical & Postal
Workers Call for Israel's Assault on Gaza to
End

4. Joshua Alexander, 08 August 2016, Two Arti-
cles by Mirsaid Sultan-Galiev, 1919, Anti-Impe-
rialism.org

5. MIM's Pan-Islamic Page (https://www.pris-
oncensorship.info/archive/etext/countries/
panislamic/)

6. Sophia Yan, 23 March 2024, Islamic State at-
tackers publish selfie following Moscow attack,
The Telegraph.

7. MIM, The role of the National Bourgeoisie:
The decline of Soviet social-imperialism

8. Guerrilla History, 15 March 2024, History of
Palestinian Communism w/ Patrick Higgins.



Sample Grievance Against TX Digital Mail As Delays Continue

by a Texas prisoner
April 2024

The Digital mail system
launched by the Texas Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice (TDCJ)
last year has been disastrous for
prisoners and those who commu-
nicate with them.

One comrade from Coffield
Unit just wrote to say:

"In response to the TDCJ Digi-

Oifender Mame:

tal Mail initiative article from
ULK 84. My own postal mail has
been averaging 3 months for re-
ceipt since the implementation of
the program. Even our Securus e-
mail at my unit has been taking up
to 3 or 4 weeks to be received —
both incoming and outgoing."

Meanwhile we are receiving
mail from comrades in Allred
Unit that is dated from 3 months
ago. While there are more delays
in mail going in, they are happen-

Texas Department of Criminal Justice

OFFENDER
STEP 1 GrievaNCE FORM

TDHCT #

Umit:

Housing Assignment:

ing in both directions.

The Warrior In White news-
letter has been investigating de-
lays and received the following
responses:

[TDCJ Ombdusman to the non-
profit:] "There are no staff short-
ages and all mail is being
processed within the 3 day limit as
stated in the policy."

[Mail System Coordinator in

Huntsville:] We are currently ex-
periencing a staff shortage. We
were not expecting the volume of
mail at the Dallas facility. All mail
to you has been received at the fa-
cility, but not yet scanned (ac-
knowledging the USPS Informed
Delivery Service evidence show-
ing the mail at the Dallas facil-

ity)."

[From Securus:] "There is no
staff shortage. All mail is being
processed within 5 days, unless
there are pictures or photos, in

Grievamoe i

Diate Dhue:

OFFICE USE ONLY

Drarte Recmivisd:

——

Imit where incident occurred:
& BERCETY @BIECE * B ICIIET OF VICLATERS F BR-03.91 + URGENT! !

Crievamce Code:
Investigator 1D #:
Extemsisn Date:
Diate Retd do Offender:

You must try to resolve your problem with s staff member before you submit a formal complaint. The oaly exception is when
:pnpﬁlll:.g the resulis of a disciplinary Mi.r‘il.l

Who did you talk to (name, tith=)7T

What was ther response’’

WhenT

What action was taken? mﬁnmlmhﬂ:mdimﬂ:a:l relisf demied = :Ea:ll:almﬁ:rmsunm:mlnn]m:m

State your grievance in the space provided, Please state wha, whai, when, where and the d.'l.'ll:l]]nhllr}'me numher:l.l' appropriste
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First jpechent, & the BEHT TD FRCCHIRAL OE PROCESS, girre we ame [BIHD the cight to apssl decisios to the [RC.
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EACT, there are KD safety or seourity isaee tat justify the delays, o is there a lesitimabe paologicsl interest.
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FACT, lesal meil, certified oedl, special nail,&g:larmﬂfaeﬂgrerm_s_ﬂﬁumﬁﬁemﬂm&ﬂ-euﬁz's.

YOUR SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON BACK OF THIS FORM
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TAKE THIS AS FORMAL NOTICE OF INTENT TO SUE BY LAW.
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FACT, acoording to LEACHMN v. STEFHRNG, 2006 Tex. App. LERIS 12170, "...The [RC has the FINAL authority over whether
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ENT, this pesne N0 (N can FEDRN T0 SEUFR any meil, FIS is NOT even discesed or asthorized in BR05.91, but AIL

LCERIED & RETECTRD MAIL is discussed, which asthorizes BVERY irmate to be dhle to gpeel the decision to the TRC.

EACT, allow irmates the (HOICE of using regilar medl options to the unit, oo if they WA late scamed meil, then they

can ontine to use [MC's IF they want. Foecing the optien with N0 APPRAL of any kdnd VIOLATFS o [UE PROCESS,

BACT, the forced use of MAC's is wiolating A Filst-smedment rights; -medl “is-Fla ot disyearing (NVER SCARED) &
then the medlrooms are retuming WITHT rotification med] to serdars (W0 0 NOT NOTTFY (6 EITRER) that its beck,

EACT, the IMEC was NBVER ready o handle a contrect for over 100,000 irmates to heve tablsts, & recoive meil oo them.

Girievancs Response:

which case it may take a little
longer."

One comrade is leading a law-
suit against the violations of the
digital mail system (see info be-
low) as we reported in ULK 84.

Another comrade wrote in re-
sponse to that suit to suggest:

"To a Texas prisoner who has
filed a complaint challenging the
constitutionality of the Agency's
contracting with a private vendor
(i.e.: a for-profit company in Dal-
las, Texas) to digitalize all Texas
prisoners' incoming general mail
and photographs for computer-
generated posting to a prisoner's
Securus authorized tablets. I be-
lieve this Texas prisoner needs to
read Securus Technologies, LLC's
Agreement of Terms and Condi-
tions when challenging the
Agency's policy-related ban of
senders' mail piece items off of
prisoners physical mail. See
Texas General Arbitration Act.”

For those who cannot commit
to participating in the lawsuit, we
can continue to agitate around
this issue. And one way is to file
grievances. On this page is an ex-
ample grievance from a comrade
that can help you write your own.
]

Updated Info on
TX Lawsuit re:
Digitalized Mail

by a Texas prisoner
March 2024

Dear UL&K Editor & Staff,

When i originally wrote to
you regarding my lawsuit on
the digitalized mail, i had NOT
yet been assigned a case no. i
have one now:

Case No. 2:23-CV-00269,
James Logan Diez v. TDCJ-
CID. United States District
Court, Southern District of
Texas, Corpus Christi Division.

Address of Court: Clerk @
1133 N. Shoreline Blvd. Cor-
pus Christi, TX 78401

Plaintiff's Address: (for
Attorneys, Legal Aid, or Orga-
nizations) James Logan Diez,

2399291 McConnell  Unit,
3001 S. Emily Dr., Beeville,
TX 78102

Prisoners are NOT allowed
to correspond with Plaintiff.
ALL other INDIVIDUALS
may write to Plaintiff using the
name, #, and Unit, with:

P.O. Box 660400
Dallas, TX 75266-0400

WARNING: Any fellow
Texas Prisoner who wants to
seek to join this suit as a Defen-
dant WILL be required by the
Court to pay applicable fees
and court costs — so, don't put
your foot in the pond if you
aren't prepared to swim.

Again — as the Plaintiff — i
am extending an open invita-
tion to any Attorneys, Investi-
gators, Paralegals, Researchers,
Legal Aid Groups, or Sponsors
who would like to offer assis-
tance with this litigation.

ALL pleadings filed to date
should be available for viewing/
downloading on the Court's
public website.

With appreciation for ANY
assistance extended into my
hand — have a great day and
Blessed be. m
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by Lila of Anti-Imperialist
Prisoner Support
April 2024

The aim of this article is to
provide a brief summation of
what Hamas is as a movement. It
will expand on the history of
Palestine written by a comrade in
ULK 84 (see: "A Brief History On
Palestine" from ULK 84). Both
imperialist media and revisionist
propaganda create false narra-
tives around Hamas, oftentimes
mistaking basic facts to suit their
interests. It is important to under-
stand that Hamas is a movement
and that over the course of history
has changed, likely changing as
We speak. The primary aim of
this article is not to formulate an
opinion on how communists
should approach Hamas or to
speak over Palestinian and Arab
analyses of Hamas. Rather it is to
point out the fundamental, but of-
ten obscured, facts and history of
the origins of Hamas and what it
represents.

The Joint Room for Pales-
tinian Resistance Factions brings
the resistance together to coordi-
nate a counter-attack against
I$raeli colonization on 7 October
2023. Ayman Nofal, senior com-
mander in Al-Qassam Brigades,
the militant arm of Hamas, was a
main leader in unifying resistance
for this counter-attack who died
in 2023 soon after the counter-at-
tack.(1) The current war is not
just between Hamas and I$rael,
but one between the entirety of
Palestinian  resistance against
I$rael for the national liberation
of Palestine. Hamas is the largest
faction of the Palestinian resis-
tance so an understanding of the
movement and its history is cru-
cial for understanding the ongo-
ing struggle.

The origins, emergence and
development of Hamas
Hamas is an Arabic abbrevia-

tion for Islamic Resistance
Movement (Harakat al-
Mugawama al-Islamiya). The

movement was founded in De-
cember 1987 at the beginning of
the First Palestinian Intifada. Be-
fore Hamas there was the Egyp-
tian Muslim Brotherhood, which
had a branch in Gaza since 25
November 1946 (founded this
year to coincide with year 1366 of
the Islamic calendar). The Mus-
lim Brotherhood was non-con-
frontational with I$rael, which
led to criticism and division inter-
nally during the 1970s-1980s.
Hamas was formed as a way to
join the First Palestinian Intifada
(Uprising) without endangering
the position of the Muslim Broth-
erhood. Under the defense minis-
ter Yitzhak Rabin, the I$raeli
military adopted the so-called
“iron fist” policy of violent re-
pression: it used live ammunition
against unarmed protestors, jailed
demonstrators, and imposed
punitive curfews and closures.
This only added fuel to the fire,
escalating into a full scale intifada.
(2) The participation of Hamas in
the First Palestinian Intifada was
a major success, leading it to be-
come more than just an associated
organization of the Muslim
Brotherhood.(3)

The origins of Hamas lie
within the Muslim Brotherhood
and the Islamic Centre (Al-Mu-
jamma’ al-Islami). The Islamic
Centre was established on 7 Sep-
tember 1973, by the founder of
Hamas, Sheikh Ahmed Ismail
Hassan Yassin(Ahmed Yassin). It
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emerged out of the Muslim
Brotherhood, with it's stated goals
of being the independence of
Muslim lands from foreign occu-
pation and establishment of an Is-
lamic sociopolitical system.(4)
The rise of the Islamic move-
ments in Palestine, specifically in
Gaza, only really took off after
the First Intifada. This started on
9 December 1987, in the Jabalia
refugee camp after an
I$raeli truck driver col-
lided with a civilian
car, killing four Pales-
tinian workers. Pales-
tinian resistance
emerged in response,
being met with 80,000
I$raeli soldiers being
deployed to crush it.
Hamas emerged
specifically for the
Muslim  Brotherhood
to engage in the First
Palestinian Intifada,
beforehand  militant
struggle against I$rael
by Islamic movements

in  Palestine  were
scarce.
Palestinian  feday-

een (freedom fighters)
network was primarily
united under the Pales-
tinian Liberation Orga-
nization (PLO) after
the Six-Day War, a war
between I$rael and a coalition of
Arab nations in 1967 which led to
I$rael attaining West Bank,
Jerusalem, Sinai Peninsula and
Gaza Strip. The resistance was
primarily led by the Palestinian
Liberation Front (PLF), Pales-
tinian National Liberation Move-
ment (Fatah), and Popular Front
for Liberation of Palestine
(PFLP). In the end, it was harshly
repressed by I$rael with the death
of Muhammad al-Aswad, known
as “Gaza’s Guevara,” on 9 March
1973, marking the end of the mil-
itary struggle. The failure of the
Palestinian national movement
marked a major turning point in
Palestine.(5)

of Gaza, one of the first universi-
ties in Gaza, was founded by the
Islamic Centre. The institutions
and activities of the Islamic Cen-
tre played a major role in it's es-
tablishment, with the university
becoming a major site of recruit-
ment for the Muslim Brother-
hood. The Islamic Centre was
officially recognized as a charity
in September 1979 by the I$raeli

occupation. The reason for
I$rael's benevolent tolerance to-
ward the Islamic Centre was to
weaken the Palestinian national
movement in exchange for a
more conciliatory Islamic alter-
native.

The  Palestinian  national
movement was even further di-
vided with the PLO adopting the
10 Point Program which was the
basis for the two-state solution
and drafting of peace with I$rael.
The Front of the Palestinian
Forces Rejecting Solutions of
Surrender was established in

1974 by a coalition of communist
and progressive nationalist orga-
nizations who wanted to continue

Palestinian resistance factions following a press conference in Beiruit, Lebanon. Pictured are Hamas, the

tance led to collaboration as we
see today in the West Bank.(6)

In regard to social institutions,
the main competition to the Is-
lamic Centre was the Palestine
Red Crescent Society under
Haidar Abdel-Shafi, who was
close with the PFLP. Specifically,
Haidar was part of the Arab Na-
tionalist Movement which was
started by one of the
founders of the PFLP,
George Habash. The
PFLP emerged directly
out of the Arab Nation-
alist Movement after
the Six Day War in July
1967. The executive
committee of the Arab
Nationalist Movement
decided that the Pales-
tine Section should
move toward armed
struggle. Three com-
mando groups merged,
the Revenge Youth,
Heroes of Return, and
the Palestine Liberation
Front (PLF) to an-
nounce the founding of
the PFLP on December
11th, 1967. Haidar Ab-
del-Shafi was both the
founder and director of
the Palestine Red Cres-
cent Society, which
served as a bastion of
Palestinian nationalism
in 1972.(7)

The PLO, Muslim Brother-
hood and Islamic Centre were
dominated by different sections
of petty-bourgeois, national bour-
geois and even comprador ele-
ments. As a result, the PFLP was a
major threat to the projects of
both groups given the revolution-
ary nationalist outlook that the
front upheld, rooted in the prole-
tariat. The PFLP took heavily
from the Chinese and Vietnamese
revolutionaries both in political
and strategic developments.(8)
Also, the the front correctly iden-
tified the enemies of Palestinian
revolution as "Israel, the world
Zionist Movement, global impe-

P

Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP), Palestinian Islamic Jihad (P1J), the Democratic Front
for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) and the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine — General

Command (PFLP-GC).

The Muslim Brotherhood was
spared this harsh repression and
Ahmed Yassin during this time
led a variety of political activities
and creation of various social in-
stitutions. These were under the
name of the Islamic Centre, being
recognized more formally on 7
September 1973, when the I$raeli
governor attended the Jawrat al-
Shams mosque inauguration.
Later on, the Islamic University

armed struggle. The PLO became
more conciliatory towards I$rael,
and today it rules over the now
I$raeli puppet government called
the Palestinian Authority. The 10
point program in its content may
have had some progressive de-
mands, such as right for displaced
Palestinians to return and take
back their homes. However, its
calls for peace with I$rael and us-
age in justifying and end to resis-

rialism and Arab reactionaries."
In contrast to the other factions
within  Palestine, the front
adopted a firmly dialectical mate-
rialist outlook, one based in sci-
entific analysis of material reality
with all its developments and
changes.(9) This is what led to an
allied struggle against commu-
nism by the other factions, as the
PFLP presented a major threat to
the PLO and Islamic movements.

To note, the PLO refers to the
mainstream conciliatory section,
as the PFLP was still part of the
PLO.

The co-founder of Palestinian
National Liberation Movement
(Fatah), Assad Saftawi, was a for-
mer member of the Muslim
Brotherhood who was crucial in
negotiations between the Islamic
movement and Fatah in Palestine.
He was the pioneer of an anti-
communist strategy and alliance
between the factions, running
against Haidar Abdel-Shafi for
leadership of the Red Crescent
Society with the support of the Is-
lamic Centre. After an over-
whelming defeat, hundreds of
protestors supportive of the Is-
lamic movements ransacked Red
Crescent offices on 7 January
1980. The protestors continued to
attack cafés, cinemas, and drink-
ing establishments in the town
center. The I$raeli authorities did
not intervene in response to the
violent attacks against the Pales-
tine Red Crescent Society inten-
tionally.(10)

Coming back to the Islamic
University of Gaza, in 1981 there
were protests over the Islamic
movement's monopoly over the
policies in the university. The Is-
lamic Centre decided to turn
against its former allies, the
Palestinian National Liberation
Movement. The I$raeli authori-
ties and the Islamic movement
formed a strange coalition to end
the secular nationalist opposition
in the university. The Islamic
Bloc, an offshoot of the Islamic
Centre, won 51% of the votes in
student elections and were able to
impose Islamic policies: From
separate entrances for women
and men to the way in which cer-
tain ideas and courses were
taught.(11) It was reported in
1983 that the Islamic Centre hired
armed gangs to attack striking
students and teachers. Later on,
certain Islamic dress standards
among students were encour-
aged, with women who refused to
wear Hijabs being attacked for it.
A further bolstering of the Islamic
movements against the national
movements in Palestine had en-
sued with the Islamic University
of Gaza becoming a bastion for
the Muslim Brotherhood and Is-
lamic Centre.(12)

On June 1984, sixty pistols
and sub-machine guns hidden in
Ahmed Yasin’s mosque led to his
arrest and sentencing to thirteen
years in prison. Even if the arms
were primarily intended to intim-
idate other Palestinian factions.
(13) Yasin’s incarceration al-
lowed his supporters to wash him
of all suspicions of collaboration
with I$rael. The leader was freed
in May 1985 within the frame-
work of a prisoner exchange be-
tween Israel and the PFLP-
General Command, a faction that
emerged in opposition to the PLO
after it created it's 10 Point Pro-
gram, based in Damascus. The
Muslim Brotherhood remained
non-confrontational despite the
repression against it and built up
the Islamic Centre, with the num-
ber of mosques doubling from 77
in 1967 to 150 in 1986. This non-
confrontational ~and  passive
stance was opposed by Fathi
Shikaki, who split off to form the
Palestinian Islamic Jihad, in-
spired by the Iranian Revolution.
In response to the Islamic Jihad
multiplying  attacks  against
I$rael, the Islamic center formed
the Majd. It performed the func-
tion of protecting the Islamic net-
work from attacks and in
suppression of what was seen as
social ills.(14) The priority re-
mained in combating opposi-
tional factions within Palestine

Continued on next page...
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rather than I$rael.

On 9 December 1987, the
First Palestinian Intifada began in
the Gaza Strip and quickly spread
to the West Bank. The growing
popularity of the Palestinian Is-
lamic Jihad led to an agreement
within the Muslim Brotherhood
between the conservative old
guard, supportive of a non-con-
frontational approach to IS$rael,
made up mainly of urban mer-
chants petty-bourgeoisie and
general upper petty-bourgeoisie,
and the younger generation of
new activist cadres, pro-resis-
tance, made up mostly of lower
petty-bourgeoisie and refugee
camp petty-bourgeois students.
Hamas was created in December
1987 as a separate but affiliated
organization which joined the
First Palestinian Intifada. It was
largely successful and began to
attract a lot of sympathizers. The
post-1973 oil boom allowed for
many neighboring Arab nations
to back Islamic movements
across the region, including
Hamas and the Islamic Centre.
(15)

The Second Palestinian In-
tifada and liberation of Gaza

The PLO suffered major set-
backs abroad, with the Black
September in Jordan, a period of
major repression of the PLO
there. It led them to be deported
and transferred to Lebanon. Later
in 1982, the PLO was expelled
from Beirut to Tunisia. All of this
led to the PLO, led by Fatah, to
seek out a diplomatic solution
rather than pursuing armed strug-
gle. The Oslo Accords were
signed later on in 1991 between
I$rael and the PLO, leading to the
Palestinian Authority ruling over
parts of the West Bank and Gaza.
Military collaboration between
the Palestinian Authority and
I$rael had increased against the
Islamic movement. The Pales-
tinian Authority allowed contin-
ued colonization and occupation.

On 28 September 2000, Ariel
Sharon, a Likud party candidate
for I$rael, visited the Temple
Mount, also known as Al-Haram
Al-Sharif, an area sacred to both
Jews and Muslims, accompanied
by over a thousand security
guards. He stated on that day, "the
Temple Mount is in our hands and
will remain in our hands. It is the
holiest site in Judaism and it is the
right of every Jew to visit the
Temple Mount." This led to the
start of the Second Palestinian In-
tifada, with Palestinian resistance
being carried out by both the
PLO, Hamas, and other factions.
It led to I$raeli settlement and oc-
cupation forces withdrawing
from the region after being ousted
by the resistance in 2005.(15)

In January 2006, Hamas had
won the elections in the Gaza
Strip, winning 72 out of 132 seats
with 42.9% of the vote. I$rael and
I$rael's imperialist backers en-
force sanctions on the Hamas-led
government soon after. Just a year
later, tensions rose between Fatah
and Hamas, with Hamas reigning
victorious and expelling Fatah
from Gaza in 2007 after the Battle
of Gaza. The government faced
major issues, with the poverty
rate sharply rising to 65% by the
end of 2006.(16)

The IS$raeli blockade banned
importation of raw industrial ma-
terials and put a siege on Pales-
tinian banks to create an artificial
financial crisis. Despite this and
the rapidly deteriorating condi-
tions, the oppressor classes en-
joyed great luxuries and had high
levels of consumption. This was
especially the case of private tun-

nel dealers who controlled a mo-
nopoly on prices. A large portion
of workers in Palestine found
themselves in extreme poverty.
There are two aspects to this, in-
ternal and external, and the exter-
nal blockade by I$rael was only
the external cause behind this.
17)

The origins of the tunnels
were historically havens for both
smugglers and outlaws but also
for freedom fighters. Before the
Second Palestinian Intifada the
tunnels were primarily used for
drug and gold trafficking for high
profits. Near the end of the year
2000 they became primarily for
smuggling arms for the resistance
factions.(18) After the Hamas
takeover of Gaza in 2007, the re-
generation and construction of
tunnels ensued in response to the
siege. During this period, the
main lifeline for those in Gaza be-
came these tunnels with an econ-
omy centering around it. This led
to a regression and neglect of the
development of a productive
economy or sustainable develop-
ment. It is possible that during
this time the primary class within
Gaza was the lumpen-proletariat
and perhaps still is.

The number of tunnels in-
creased from 20 in mid-2007 to
up to 500 by November 2008.
(19) Some estimates by a variety
of sources, from the Hamas-led
government, Egypt, and others,
estimate higher. Regardless, most
of the tunnels belonged either to
Hamas or to its sympathizers. The
risks that workers face in the tun-

commented on here, but this in-
quiry into the tunnel economy is
done specifically to point out its
importance to Hamas. The large
national bourgeoisie who own
these tunnels and the petty-bour-
geoisie merchants who conduct
trade within them make up the
class basis of Hamas today. This
leads to an interest in opposing
imperialism and I$raeli occupa-
tion while maintaining the ex-
ploitation of the proletariat and
lumpen-proletariat.

The Hamas charter frames the
struggle as a Jihad (holy struggle)
against Zionism. In its first char-
ter in 1988, it was openly anti-
Semitic, claiming that both lib-
eral and communist revolutions
were carried out because of the
Jews.(21) The first charter also
employs idealism to obscure the
internal class struggle and only
emphasizes the external one in an
idealist manner. This was possi-
bly put in due to the opposition to
Hamas by elements of the PLO
and PFLP. Later on, this was re-
moved completely possibly in
part due to the downfall of both of
these factions. As we can see, the
ideology of Hamas changes as a
result of its class character and re-
lationships with different fac-
tions. For that reason, we see that
Hamas broke with the Muslim
Brotherhood officially in the sec-
ond charter in 2014 for being too
passive. It also shifted toward a
more materialist conception of
struggle against Zionism, settler-
colonialism/colonialism, and im-
perialism here rather than against
Jews and Judaism. In a recent

(Hamas brigades) at 89%, Pales-
tinian Islamic Jihad at 85%, Al
Aqgsa Brigades (Fatah brigades) at
80%, and Hamas at 76%.(23)
Smaller organizations like the
PFLP were not included in the
survey. So despite the exploita-
tion internally which Hamas is re-
sponsible for, its recent practice
of being one of the largest groups
in the counter-attack against
I$rael leads it to win the sympa-
thy of the masses.

Conclusion, Reflections and
Future Analysis

As we can see, the Islamic
movements in Palestine are not a
monolith and have changed over-
time. The formation of Hamas
and its class basis is important to
have clarity on, but this article is
by no means an extensive analy-
sis of such. It hopefully has
helped in clearing up common
myths and confusions around
Hamas, with imperialist media
constantly making frivolous
claims. They range from Hamas
having spawned out of the I$raeli
far-right funding to Hamas being
a terrorist group which kills
Palestinians and I$raelis. This ar-
ticle hopefully provided both
facts and summarized analyses of
why both of these common narra-
tives are false. However, there are
major issues left unaddressed and
a few will be listed here. The po-
litical economy of the Levant and
the Palestinian clans/tribes are a
crucial factor that has not even
been mentioned. The displace-
ment by ISraeli settler-colonial-
ism and imperialism has not been
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nels are immense and there is a
popular saying about the tunnels:

hundreds of tunnels deployed on
the border, hundreds of young men
waiting to get involved in the
game ... write your will, you are
facing the unknown, but this is the
land that you loved, roll up your
shirt sleeves, and be a man, you
are now at a depth of 20 meters in
the land of Gaza, trust in God and
finish your shift ... 12 hours in hell,
but remember that hungry mouths
awaiting you. Here, death is mer-
ciful and quick ... No pain... No
white phosphorus ... nor Israeli
soldiers who might use you as a
human shield, it’s neither a prison
here nor jail; here is God and the
darkness of the tunnel and breath-
ing slowly till you die(20)

Hamas is heavily dependent
on the tunnel economy, estimated
to make more than $700 million
annually. This economy is ulti-
mately unproductive and heavily
dependent on exploitation, creat-
ing a class of private tunnel own-
ers and merchants who make up
the leadership of Hamas today. Is-
mail Haniyeh, the current leader
of Hamas, is a millionaire from
the money made from his owner-
ship and respective taxation on
trade through tunnels. The spe-
cific class relations will not be
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document by Hamas, the organi-
zation states this more clearly:

Hamas affirms that its conflict is
with the Zionist project not with
the Jews because of their religion.
Hamas does not wage a struggle
against the Jews because they are
Jewish but wages a struggle
against the Zionists who occupy
Palestine. Yet, it is the Zionists
who constantly identify Judaism
and the Jews with their own colo-
nial project and illegal entity.(22)

This shift in position is impor-
tant to note. The specific reason
why this occurred is hard to track
down but the downfall of ele-
ments of the PLO and PFLP is
likely an important factor. So is
the Second Intifada and liberation
of Gaza from I$raeli occupation
and imperialism. As we see, re-
sistance to occupation forced
Hamas to adopt more correct and
materialist political positions in
regard to I$rael. It still obscures
internal class relations for its own
benefit, but given that the primary
ongoing struggle is against
occupation, Hamas is able to
maintain majority support. A
wartime poll of Palestinians in
both Gaza and the West Bank
showed a vast majority sup-
ported: the Al Qassam Brigades
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analyzed enough in detail. The
Muslim Brotherhood and its rela-
tionship to Hamas was glossed
over as well. As an analysis and
presentation of facts from a for-
eign perspective, many crucial el-
ements are likely missed that are
not known about.

Some of these shortcomings
may be addressed in future arti-
cles. Specifically, an article about
Fanon's writings on the lumpen-
proletariat leading a revolution in
Algeria will be pursued. The un-
derground national bourgeoisie
of oppressed nations in the United
S$tates are quite similar to Hamas
in current times. The displace-
ment of Palestinians by IS$raeli
settler-colonialism and imperial-
ism mirrors the conditions of op-
pressed nations and oppressed
national minorities at the hands of
Amerika. A greater understand-
ing of how revolutionary struggle
can be conducted in conditions of
settler-colonial displacement by
the participation of lumpen-pro-
letariat and First World lumpen
will be important.

Before ending this article, i
would like to make a general ac-
knowledgement. This article was
written with the direct help of a
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variety of MIM(Prisons) and
AIPS members along with a vari-
ety of comrades not affiliated
with MIM(Prisons). The work of
Arabic and Palestinian documen-
tation and analysis played a major
role in being able to answer this
question here in more detail.
These sources are worth checking
out and have been cited below for
readers to read into themselves if
they wish. This is not meant to
advocate for communists in the
Third World to pursue a certain
policy toward Hamas, but to pro-
vide the facts about and a brief
analysis of Hamas to give a
deeper perspective of what the
movement is and represents. ®

From the river to the sea,
Palestine will be free!
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SUBMIT WORK REPORTS

All USW cells are encouraged to submit
monthly work reports to the USW
council. Work reports should be one to
two paragraphs. Use these questions
as guides for your report:

* What types of activities did your cell
participate in that contributed to USWs
mission?

* What campaigns did your cell
participate in/promote last month?

» What Serve the People programs did
your cell operate?

» What were the responses from the
masses and USW recruits to this work?

» What questions came up? How did
you answer them? Or do you need help
answering them?

+ What lessons did you learn in the last
month?

» What are the most pressing issues
that are of concern to the masses in
your location?

+ What organizations/services have you
recently found useful in your work
(include contact info)?

+ What successes have you achieved in
the last month?
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by Zulu Black of United Struggle
from Within
April 2024

A Juxtaposition to the
Works of Orisanmi Burton

A spear, utilized as a weapon
to engage in battle, can only be
effective insofar as its tip is both
sturdy and sharp. And the sharp-
ness of its tip is maintained as part
of a process of sharpening in the
continuum of a protracted strug-
gle campaign. Otherwise, what
you'll have is not an implement
for war, but a stick that merely
rhetorically projects a technology
for combat that in actuality, is in-
capable of immobilizing or push-
ing back against a harmful, even
deadly force. So considering the
condition of the spear, I have no
intention to deal with or re-visit
the "Long Attica Revolt" with
historicism, relegating the event
to a time in history; nor to roman-
ticize its existence for the pur-
poses of psycho-emotional or
intellectual ~ masturbation.  In-
stead, I relocate the Long Attica
Revolt to the present moment in
hopes of creating dialogue and
theory around the fundamental
question of whether the "Long
Attica Revolt" (i.e the prison
movement) still exists?

I start my analysis of the ques-
tion at the end and (epilogue) of
Orisanmi Burton's (hereinafter
Ori) text with the statement:

"For many, 1993 was a water-
shed in the slow disintegration of
the prison movement."(1)

If 1993 marked the crucial
turning point in which the prison
movement started dissipating, or
decomposing, what does the real-
ity look like in 2024, 31 years af-
ter its evocation? If we are serious
about "interpreting the world to
change it, there is no escape from
historical ~materialism,"(2) re-
quiring my analysis to stay an-
chored to tackle the question
from my direct experience as a
prisoner of 21 and a half consecu-
tive years of carceral bondage
within Michigan prisons. In so
doing, I stay true to Mao's injunc-
tion to adhere to what [Vladimir]
Lenin called the "most essential
thing in Marxism, the living soul
of Marxism, [the] concrete analy-
sis of concrete conditions."(3)

The "prison movement," ac-
cording to the New Afrikan anal-
ysis that I subscribe to, marked a
specific moment in time that
spearheaded a qualitative change,
transforming issue-based prison
struggles  centered primarily
around conditions of confine-
ment (reform), into a movement
that was influenced by and mar-
ried itself to the anti-colonial na-
tional liberation struggles being
waged beyond the concrete walls
(revolutionary). These circum-
stances, having affected colonial
people on a world scale, radical-
ized and politicized sections of
the colonial subjects in the united
states to such an extent where the
consciousness developed inside
of penal dungeons was being dis-
seminated to the streets where it
would be internalized and
weaponized by agents against the
state. The impetus for this quali-
tative leap in the substance and
character of the prison movement
was Johnathan Jackson's 7 Au-
gust 1970 revolutionary act of
pursuing the armed liberation of
the Soledad Brothers, culminat-
ing in the 9 September 1971 At-
tica Rebellion. This is why Ori
argued the "Long Attica Revolt
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was a revolutionary struggle for
decolonization and abolition at
the site of US prisons."(4)

While Ori's assessment may
have been correct, his very own
analysis, and a concomitant anal-
ysis of present-day Michigan, ex-

poses a revolutionary
contradiction prone to reversion
and therefore revolutionary

(Marxist) revision by elements
that were, in fact, never revolu-
tionary or abolitionist but only
radical reformist. Revisionism
spells doom (death) to the prison
movement, so part of our objec-
tive has got to be how do we op-
pose the carceral state from an
ideological and practical perspec-
tive to ensure the survival of a dy-
ing prison movement, and reap
benefits and successes from our
struggle. After all, Ori tells us the
aim of his book is "to show that
US prisons are a site of war, [a]
site of active combat."(5)

Clausewitz (Carl von) ob-
served that war was politics by
other means, just as Michel
Foucault reasoned politics
was war by other means. War
and politics being opposite
sites of a single coin, this
"COIN" in military jargon
is none other than "coun-
terinsurgency." As  ex-
plained in the U.S. Army
Field Manual at 3-24. It
defines insurgency as:

"an organized, pro-
tracted  politico-mili-
tary struggle designed
to weaken the control
and legitimacy of es-
tablished government,
occupying power, or
other political authority
while increasing insur-
gent control."”

The definition of
counterinsurgency logi-
cally follows:

"Counterinsurgency is
the military, paramilitary, “s,_
political economic, psy-
chological, and civic ac-
tions taken by a
government to defeat in-
surgency."

"Counterinsurgency,
then, refers to both a type
of war and a style of war-
fare"(6), whose aim is, in
the context of prisons, to
neutralize the prison move-
ment and the ability of its
agency to build the move-
ment into the future.

As we can see, by isolat-
ing and extracting this point
from Ori's text, u.s. prisons as
combat zones where war is
waged is significant if we are to
gleam from this fact what the pro-
ponents, the protagonists of the
prison movement must do next;
how we struggle accordingly in
hopes of gaining victories.

The Master Plan

The logical response of a rev-
olutionary tactician to state re-
pression is resistance. But not just
resistance for the sake of being
recalcitrant — as Comrade
George (Jackson) informed us,
our fight, our resistance has to use
imagination by developing a
fighting style from a dialectical
materialist standpoint. Because

"...we can fight, but if we are iso-
lated, if the state is successful in
accomplishing that, the results are
usually not constructive in terms
of proving the point. The point is,
however, in the face of what we
confront, to fight and win. That's

the real objective: not just make
statements, no matter how noble,
but to destroy the system that op-
presses us."(7)

In constructing long-term in-
surgency repression (counterin-
surgency), the scientific
technology deployed by the state
was "soft power" as its effective
mechanism to accomplish their
task. Ori tells us the federal gov-
ernment drafted a "Master Plan"
which hinged on "correctional
professionals coming to realize
that the battle is won or lost not
inside the prison, but out on the
sidewalks."(8) This assessment
could only be true considering the
question surrounding prisons and
the corollary prison movement is
one of legitimacy, for only
through  legitimacy
could the state pre-
serve carceral nor-
malcy. So

counterinsurgency, or war, to be
overtly specific, and the game is
the acquisition of legitimacy from
the masses (national public at-
large) as a main objective. This
fact should be telling that the
struggle for state oppression, ag-
gression and repression within
the context of the prison move-
ment is ultimately always a strug-
gle for the people. Thus, "in an
insurgency, both sides rely on the
cooperation of the populace;
therefore they compete for it, in
part through coercive means."(9)
These political facts, as tactics of
war, envision the real terrain in
which the battle for prison lives is
waged: the mental realm. It is
within this domain that resistance
and the legitimacy on both sides

of the barb wired cage will be
won.

The prisoner population must
take cues from these facts. The
very first recognition has got to be
that prisons, deployed as war ma-
chines, cannot possibly be legiti-
mate if we (the prisoners) have
been cast as the enemies the state
seeks to annihilate as human be-
ings by re-converting us from
second-class citizens back to
slaves. This was the very point
Ori lets us in on regarding Queen
Mother Moore's August 1973
visit and speech in Green Haven
Prison in New York, that New
Afrikans were in fact enduring
"re-captivity."(10) Blacks have

long hoisted this argument,
lamenting an amend-
ment to the 13th

Amendment to the u.s. constitu-
tion, and a host of case law, like
the case of Ruffin v Common-
wealth cited by Ori, have de-
clared  "incarcerated  people
slaves of the state."(11) And as
slaves, to borrow the words of
George, "the sole phenomenon
that energizes my whole con-
sciousness is, of course, revolu-
tion." In this vein the prison
movement is partially about the
survival of the humanity of pris-
ons, their dignity, which requires
the survival of the spirit of the
prison movement. This is what
Chairman Fred Hampton meant
when he said "You can kill a free-
dom fighter, but you can't kill
freedom fighting. You can kill a

revolutionary, but you can't kill
revolution." It is this very same
deprivation of human dignity that
Huey talked about resulting in
what I'm experiencing among
Michigan prisoners, who are
largely "immobilized by fear and
despair, he sinks into self-mur-
der".(12) But even more danger-
ous to Huey than self-murder, is
spiritual death, what Huey wit-
nessed become a "common atti-
tude... driven to death of the spirit
rather of the flesh."

So the very idea (spirit) of the
prison movement must survive,
must be kept alive, or, "your
method of death can itself be a
politicizing thing."(13). And this
is precisely the reality Michigan's
male prisoners have succumbed
to, death of spirit, death by de-
politicization.

All this begs the question
posed by George: What is our
fighting style in face of politi-
cal death? This question can
only be answered against

the background of the

statement: "For many,
1993 was a watershed
in the slow disinte-
gration of the prison
movement," because
the reality shouts out
to us that the prison

movement has di-

minished to such a

degree, it's in desper-

ate need of being in-
cubated back to life

(if it still exists at all).

Thus far it has
been made clear that
at issue is the sur-
vival of the prison
movement which
means by extension a
revival of the political
life of prisoners. The
catalyst breeding po-
litical ~consciousness

can only be education.
As Ori illuminates,
part of the prisoner war
project requires guer-
rilla warfare, the life of
which itself is grounded
in political education.
(14) Ori himself writes
in the acknowledgment
section of Tip of the
Spear that he sharpened
his spear (political analy-
sis) by tying himself to a
network of intellectuals
and study groups, like
Philly-based podcast Mil-
lenials Are Killing Capital-
ism.

The Role of Outside
Supporters

The "Master Plan" developed
by the state concluded "that the
battle is won or lost not inside the
prison, but out on the sidewalks,"
and this leads directly to the util-
ity of individuals and organiza-
tions outside the confines of
prison life to be leveraging
against the subjects inside the
walls. Yet, it must not be lost
upon us that by virtue of the
state's "Master Plan", they seek to
weaponize outside organizations
as tools to drive a nail in the cof-
fin of the prison movement once
and for all. Proponents of the
prison movement, accordingly,
must also utilize and weaponize
outside agency to advance the
prison movement. When asked,
although George said, "A good
deal of this has to do with our
ability to communicate to people
on the street," we must neverthe-

Continued on next page...



less be sure not to allow this com-
munication or the introduction of
outside volunteers to stifle the
spirit of the movement.

Ori hits the nail on the head
when exposing the "Master Plan"
to absorb outside volunteers as
part of the "cynical logic of pro-
grammification, with well-mean-
ing volunteers becoming
instruments of pacification."(15)
I spoke to this very phenomena in
2021 essay entitled "Photograph
Negatives: The Battle For Prison
Intelligentsia”, in response to a
question posed to me by Ian
Alexander, an editor of True Leap
Press's In The Belly publication,
on whether outside university in-
tellectuals could follow the lead
of imprisoned-intellectuals?
There I mentioned how Michi-
gan's outside volunteers near ab-
solute adherence to prison policy,
designed to constrain and be re-
pressive, retarded our ability to be
subversive and insurgent, called
into question the purpose of the
university-intellectuals infiltra-
tion of the system in the first in-
stance. And while "many of these
volunteers undoubtedly had al-
truistic and humanitarian mo-
tives, they unwittingly
perpetuated counterinsurgency in
multiple ways."(16)

The battle for prison intell-
gentsia itself creates an unspoken
tension between the inside (im-
prisoned) and outside (prison) in-
tellectuals to the detriment of the
prison movement, benefiting the
state's "Master Plan." As I cited in
"Photograph  Negatives," Joy
James correctly analyzes that it is
the imprisoned intellectuals that
are "most free of state condition."
Scholar Michel-Rolph Troillot's
insight also champions that im-
prisoned intellectuals, "non-aca-
demics are critical producers of
historiography,"(17) yet, as Eddie
Ellis told Ori during a 2009 polit-
ical education workshop, "We
have never been able to use the
tools of academia to demonstrate
that our analysis is a better analy-
sis."(18) This fact further sub-
stantiates my position in response
to editor Ian Alexander that out-
side university-based intellectu-
als must take their lead from
imprisoned intellectuals because
(1) we are the experts, validated
through our long-lived experi-
ences; and (2) most university-in-
tellectuals are clueless they're
being used as tools within the
state's "Master Plan" against the
very prisoners that altruism is di-
rected.

Carceral Compradors Inside

But sadly, it's not just the out-
side volunteers being positioned
as pawns in the state's war against
prisoners. To be sure, prisoners
themselves have become state
agents, be it consciously or un-
consciously, pushing pacification
through various behavioral modi-
fication programming that inten-
tionally depoliticizes the prisoner
population, turning them into do-
gooder state actors. It is in this
way that the prison state "strate-
gically co-opted the demands of
the prison movement and rede-
ployed them in ways that
strengthened their ability to dom-
inate people on both sides of the
wall."(19)

In Michigan prisons, these
compromised inmates function as
"carceral compradors,” and part
of the plan of this de-politicizing
regime is to convince the prisoner
population to surrender their
agency to resist. It has been the
state's ability to appease these,
what Ricardo DeLeon, a member
of Attica's revolutionary commit-
tee, said was the elements of "all
the waverers, fence sitters, and
opponents,"(20) exacerbating al-
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ready-existing fissures, exposing
the deep contradictions between a
majority reformist element, and
the minority revolutionary ele-
ment. This success effectively
split and casted backward the
"prison movement" to its previ-
ously issue-based conditions of
confinement struggle model by
"exposing a key contradiction
within the prison movement, ulti-
mately cleaving support from the
movement's radical edge while
nurturing its accomodationist
tendencies."(21)

All of this was (is) made pos-
sible because "a sizable fraction
of the population that saw them-
selves, not as revolutionaries, but
as gangsters: outlaw capitalists,
committed to individual financial
gain"(22), and radical reformist,
despite their rhetoric to the con-
trary, focused rather exclusively
on conditions of confinement, in-
stead of materializing a revolu-
tionary goal. If the prison
movement is a revolutionary
movement, then the revolutionary
element must manage to consoli-
date power and be the final arbi-
trators of the  otherwise
democratic decision-making pro-
cesses. Ori cites Frantz Fanon to
make clear that political parties
serve as "incorruptible defenders
of the masses," or, the movement
will find itself vulnerable to neo-
colonial retrenchment.(23) The
schism that emerges between
these two factions, ideologically,
paralyzes the prison movement.
These implications obviously ex-
tend beyond the domain of pris-
ons to the collective New Afrikan
struggle on the streets, as the
prison movement was fostered by
national liberation struggle on the
outside, lending the credence to
the victory from the sidewalk no-
tion. But in order to secure a rev-
olutionary party-line, the
revolutionary party must be the
majority seated element in the
cadre committee.

Perhaps this is precisely why
Sam Melville, a key figure in the
Attica rebellion, said it was
needed to "avoid [the] obvious
classification of prison reform-
ers."(24) This is significant be-
cause  otherwise, reformists
would dominate the politics,
strategies and decision-making,
killing any serious anti-colonial
(revolutionary) ideology. Again,
this is true for both the inside and
outside walkways. As a corollary,
this reality should cause the revo-
lutionary-minded to seriously re-
think ways in which our struggle
is not subverted from within the
ranks of fighters against the state
who, contradictorily, are okay
with the preservation and legit-
imization of the prison machine
and its "parent" global white su-
premacist structure, so long as re-
medial measures are taken to
ameliorate certain conditions.

Our Road

In advance of summarizing,
let me just say I do not at all in-
tend to imply a reformist conces-
sion can't be viewed as a
revolutionary advancement
within the overall scheme of
carceral war. I pivot to Rachel
Herzing, co-founder of Critical
Resistance, that

"an abolitionist goal would be to
try to figure out how to take incre-
mental steps — a screw here, a
cog there — and make it so the
system cannot continue — So it
ceases to exist — rather than im-
proving its efficiency."

But that's just it. The Attica re-
forms did not, as Rachel Herzing
would accept, "steal some of the
PIC's power, make it more diffi-
cult to function in the future, or
decrease it's legitimacy in the
eyes of the people." On the con-

trary, the Attica reforms en-
trenched the system of penal
legitimacy, seeded the prolifera-
tion of scientific repression, and
improved upon the apparatus's
ability to forestall and dissolve
abolitionist resistance. In addi-
tion, the reforms were not made
with the consent of the Attica rev-
olutionaries, but by a splintering
majority of radical reformers
who, in the end, the present as our
proof, greased by the levers of
power assenting to the machine's
pick up of speed and tenacity.

As inheritors of the prison
movement, and as we consider
the de-evolution of the Long At-
tica Revolt and all it entails,
specifically its survival, we are
called upon to meditate on Com-
rade George's essential ask —
What is our fighting style? At
minimum, [ suggest our task is
implementing a twofold plat-
form: (1) political education; and
(2) internal revolutionary devel-
opment.

First, those equipped with the
organization skills and requisite
consciousness, as a methodology
of guerilla war, should construct
political education classes. These
classes should operate within
study group formats. We must re-
turn to the injunction of prisons
functioning as universities, that
"The jails (and prisons) are the
Universities of the Revolutionar-
ies and the finishing schools of
the Black Liberation Army."(25)
We align ourselves with the
Prison Lives Matter (PLM) for-
mation model and utilize these
study groups to engage in:

"a concrete study and analysis
of the past 50+ years, and in do-
ing so, We learn from those who
led the struggle at the highest
level during the high tide (1960s
and 70s), where and how the rev-
olutionary movement failed due to
a lack of cadre development, as
well as knowing and maintaining
a line."(26)

Our political education study
groups must also instill a pride,
courage, and will to dare to strug-
gle along the lines of New
Afrikan revolutionary ideology.
For desperately, "Our revolution
needs a convinced people, not a
conquered people."(27) The
quality of courage in the face of
impending brutality by what Ori
calls the state's "carceral death
machine"(28) will be necessary
to put in gear the wheels of guer-
rilla resistance. The invocation of
this spirit sets apart the human
prepared to demand and indeed
take his dignity by conquest,
from the weak, pacified slave
who rationalizes his fear, which is
in fact "symptomatic of patholog-
ical plantation mentality that had
been inculcated in Black people
through  generations of ter-
ror."(29) This terror in the mind
of Black males inside of Michi-
gan cages is displayed at even the
mention of radical (revolution-
ary) politics, inciting a fear drawn
from the epigenetic memory of
chattel slavery victimization, and
the propensity of master's retalia-
tory infliction of a violent conse-
quence. This thought has frozen
and totally immobilized the over-
whelming majority of Black
Michigan prison-slaves, not just
into inaction, but turning them
into advocates of pacified slave-
like mentalities. But these niggas
are quick to ravage the bodies of
other niggas.

To this point, Ori writes

"Balagoon suggests that the pri-
mary barrier to the liberation of
the colonized was within their
minds — a combination of fear of
death, respect for state authority,
and deference to white power that
had been hammered into the pop-

ulation from birth. Liberation
would remain an impossibility as
long as colonized subjects re-
spected the taboos put in place by
their oppressors."(30)

To be sure, liberation strug-
gles can only be "successful to the
extent that we have diminished
the element of fear in the minds of
black people."(31) Biko, speak-
ing to this fear as something that
erodes the soul of Black people,
recognized "the most potent
weapon in the hands of the op-
pressor is the minds of the op-
pressed."(32)

Secondly, hand-in-hand with
our political education must be
the material engagement in the
first revolution, the inner revolu-
tion. This is "The hard painstak-
ing work of changing ourselves
into new beings, of loving our-
selves and our people, and work-
ing with them daily to create a
new reality."(33) This first, inner-
revolution consists of "a process
of rearranging one's values — to
put it simply, the death of the nig-
ger is the birth of the Black man
after coming to grips with being
proud to be one's self."(34)

The ability to transform one-
self from a nigga to an Afrikan
man of character is perhaps the
most important aspect of devel-
oping concordance with a New
Afrikan revolutionary collective
consciousness. Commenting "On
Revolutionary Morality" in 1958,
Ho Chi Minh said that "Behav-
ioral habits and traditions are also
big enemies: they insidiously hin-
der the progress of the revolu-
tion." And because niggas,
unbeknownst to themselves are
white supremacists and pro-capi-
talist opportunists, the vanguard
security apparatus must forever
remain on guard for the possibil-
ity of niggas in the rank-and-file
corrupting the minds of other nig-
gas who have yet to internalize
New Afrikan identity.

May these be our lessons.
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Ori's Tip of the Spear text is im-
portant in the overall lexicon on
the history of the prison move-
ment, and must be kept handy
next to the collection of Notes
From New Afrikan P.O.W and
Theoretical Journals. Tip of the
Spear should serve not just as ref-
erence book, but a corrective
guide for the protagonist
wrestling the prison movement
out the arms of strangulation,
blowing spirit into the nostrils of
its decaying body until it's re-
vived, and ready to fight the next
round. And We are that body.
Let's dare to do the work. m

Forward Towards
Liberation!

We Are Our Liberators!
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Aggressive

by New Born
January 2024

As I embark upon this mis-
sion to impose my spirit within
your world, I ask that you be pa-
tient with me. I do not wish to
cause you any discomfort but, I
do mean to cause you to become
"ANGRY" at the injustices that
have been committed against
every man, woman, and child,
living within this capitalistic
KKKountry called Amerikkka!
Only when WE become "AN-
GRY" about a situation, a cir-
cumstance, a problem, do WE
wish to do something about it.
Therefore, as you read word by
word, line by line, I hope that
you become ANGRY!

As WE all know, the month
before us is the month in which
WE celebrate "Black History."
The "History" that so many
wish, hope to, and try to keep
away from US, Our children,
and the people, will be told
within the schools that so many
Black, Brown and Red children
attend. However, the teachings
will be "whitewashed", "di-
luted", and "carefully told", by
those that do not want Afrikan
History to be taught here in
Amerikkka! Our history is their
history! So, WE must tell Our
stories to the people. Impose
Our own history upon Our chil-
dren. Let the people know that
"Without Us" this so called
"New World" would be nothing.
WE must tell Our children the
true history of Queen Harriet
Tubman. WE must tell them

about Nat Turner, Geronimo
Pratt, George Jackson, Yogi
Bear, Assata Shukar, Angela
Davis, and those that played a
part in the Afrikan Liberation
movement. All those that lost
their lives fighting for the free-
dom of "THIS" generation of
men, women, and children.
Souljahs, well, organized for
revolutionary ~ determination!
Revolutionary Organized Sistas
of the Earth!

We must tell them how those
within power crushed our ba-
bies' heads and attempted to raid
our homes with guns blazing
only to suffer their own casual-
ties. We must tell them about the
Black Liberation Army, the
Black Ridahs Liberation Party,
the Black Panther Party, and all
those that do not get mentioned
within those schools of hin-
drance.

With that being said, I end
this with,

Vita Wa Watu

MIM(Prisons) adds: Black
History Month is an attempt to
appease the oppressed and con-
trol the narrative of revolution-
ary history as this comrade
points out. It is only by sharing,
learning from, and applying the
lessons of our true revolutionary
history that we can meet the
needs of the oppressed. That is
why we must build our own
study programs, study groups,
and organizing networks. ®



| Was Blind, But Now 1 See

by Shine White
March 2024

Power to New Afrika

When i was first introduced to
the concepts and ideology of
NARN (New Afrikan Revolu-
tionary Nationalism) and New
Afrikan Nationhood i subjec-
tively analyzed it, thinking that it
was based on narrow-nationalism
that was focused on representing
"race." My narrow-mindedness
would act as an impediment to
my own development, which
would ultimately prevent me
from ascertaining that NARN ac-
tually provides a complete social,
political and economic theory
that constitutes a comprehensive
network of principles, rules, be-
liefs, values and morals that
teaches Us the importance of de-
colonization and National Inde-
pendence.

You see many of Us profess to
be all-the-way revolutionary,
when in fact We are actually ro-
bots running on dogmatism and
stale formulas. i myself was a ro-
bot running on dogmatism and
stale formulas, a robot that was
inimically opposed to any and all
concepts and ideologies that were
not compatible with my own.

My ignorance would persist
up until recently when i had an
experience similar to the super-
natural experience that all Chris-
tians claim to have, e.g "i heard
god talking to me and i seen the
light." However, my experience
was corporeal.

i use the analogy because it
epitomizes exactly what tran-
spired. i was reading Atiba
Shanna's AKA James Yaki Sayles
book Meditations On Frantz
Fanon's Wretched of the Earth.
(1) But it was Atiba Shanna em-
self talking to me and "the light"
grew brighter with each page i
read, i began to have a different
perspective.

Prior to being aroused from
my pontifical stupor i had wrote a
response to a poem titled, "White
in the Mix" (see: "White in the
Mix" in ULK 82)" wherein i criti-
cized the author's idea of not see-
ing color as it related to "race"
and proceeded to provide what at
the time i thought to be insight
into what is the criterion for the

"white" revolutionary. Who else
better than me to elucidate this? A
former member of the White Pan-
ther Organization and the epitome
of an anti-racist. One would as-
sume that i was more than capable
of elucidating race/racism.

Instead of being published my
letter was met with criticism,
which i automatically assumed
was subjective, due to the dis-
putes i had with the komrades of
MIM. However, this assumption
was a manifestation of my own
subjectivism. The truth is my crit-
icism was based on binary oppo-
sites "Black" and "White" (racial
categories), thusly the komrades
rightfully deemed my response to
the poem as being contradictory
to NARN and a further perpetua-
tion of the myth of "race.”

It is difficult not to perceive
everything through a racialized
lens when the truth is that hun-
dreds of years of racial oppres-
sion have ingrained this way of
thinking in our minds. Even
thinking of ourselves as "Whites"
or "Blacks" testifies to the success
the colonizers have had in under-
mining Our conscious as human
beings.

Moreover, said thinking up-
holds the concept of "race" and
promotes racialized thought and
practice that ultimately impedes
the advancement of national and
social revolution.

Even though the author of the
poem claims to see no color
(which is an idea promoted by the
conservative  bourgeoisie  that
perpetuates the concept of
"white" power) it is obvious that
his ideas and ideals are based on
society's racialized paradigms,
moreover, it is evident that the
komrade has yet to understand
that until he commits class suicide/
white privilege suicide, that he is
indeed complicit in the oppres-
sion of the oppressed nations that
is perpetuated by the oppressor
nation — the Amerikan nation.

As Komrade Atiba empha-
sized:

"To commit class suicide means
to "Kill" the (class) consciousness
of the bourgeois/capitalist order
that exercises hegemony in our
lives and minds. We tend to think
of revolutionary activity as that

which takes place outside our-
selves — as overthrowing the
capitalist institutions and prop-
erty relations — but We seldom
think of the need to uproot the
bourgeois ideas in our own minds,
to repudiate the values, morals,
and the entire range of beliefs that
We now hold "in so far as they are
bourgeois."(2)

Class suicide was first a the-
ory engendered by the great
Amilcar Cabral, therein he was
referring to the Afrikan petty-
bourgeoisie (a very small elite
class in 1960s-1970s Afrika).

This class were the only "natives"
with a full colonial style educa-
tion, had been to universities in
europe and amerikkka and had
returned and been hand-picked

by the colonialists to work in the
government public institutions.
Similar to DuBois' Talented
Tenth Theory, Cabral saw that the
Afrikan masses would have to be
led by that petty-bourgeoisie, but
to prevent the reality of a new
bourgeoisie and neo-colonial es-
tablishment in native face, the
petty-bourgeoisie had to commit

"class suicide." They had to bring
what made them "elite" and lay it
at the feet of the masses, allow
those masses to gain and learn
from the elite's expertise and
learn from the masses.

What that meant was forget-
ting the subtle notions of white
supremacist theories they had
been implanted with from youth.
Forget the notion that all things
Western are superior, come back
to "the source", return to the cul-
ture of your native people, relearn
your native tongue, remove the
Western name you've adopted,
the clothes, the wealth and privi-
lege. PAIGC (African Party for
the Independence of Guinea and
Cape Verde) cadre were stationed
in the countryside engaging with
the peasants, seeing their daily
lives, creating the institutions and
programs to improve their lives

(from the masses to the masses).
The peasant masses were getting
political education and the tools
needed to defeat the enemy. This
was '"class suicide" for them.
Similar to Mao's Cultural Revo-
lution in China around the same
time.

Now as it pertains to the Euro-
Amerikkkan committing "class

suicide" the process will be dif-
ferent, but to make it as clear as
possible you will have to objec-
tively forget your whiteness,
while simultaneously utilizing it
to gain advantages for the New
Afrikan Independence Move-
ment (NAIM).(3) You would be
required to engage in the most
extreme revolutionary factions
instead of hiding in the comfort of
your whiteness.

As the Komrad Triumphant
advised me: "Forget your white-
ness even when those around you
(especially New Afrikans) try
their damnedest to make you re-
member. Forget your whiteness."

Our class is the lumpen, and
here in Amerikkka We'll have to
simultaneously organize as a
class for itself while also commit-
ting class suicide, by abandoning
the culture (ways of living/think-
ing) that accompanies the
lumpen, in favor of an interna-
tional proletarian class analysis.
This abandonment is the funda-
mental function of class suicide
and white privilege suicide.

When committing to such an
endeavor one must be scientific
in their thinking and not be like
the "whites" Malcolm X spoke of,
those who join the struggle for
New Afrikan liberation because
they are seeking to appease their
conscience for all the horrible
things done to New Afrikans and
other oppressed nations by the
oppressor nation.

Most "whites" will not be able
to make such a commitment, not
until there is a deep societal
change among those who make
up the oppressor nation and this is
fine, because the New Afrikan
nation doesn't need the support of
the colonial-oppressor system. In
fact, as New Afrikan Revolution-
ary Nationalists not only are we
actively seeking to resist all op-
pression and the malignant sick-
ness of the colonial
oppressor-system but we are
striving to build our own inde-
pendent nation that would enable
us to provide our people with
food, shelter, clothes, education
and other such essentials for Our
own self-determination.

In closing, i want to express
that i know there will be many
who vehemently disagree with
what has been said and will as-
sume that i've taken this "wanna

Continued on next page...

Do Black

by a Texas prisoner
March 2024

This question is not a matter of
ancillary importance. Why? Be-
cause it seems as if after George
Floyd was sadistically and un-
doubtedly murdered on camera
for all to see by a person who was
employed as a police officer sup-
posedly standing under the motto
of serve and protect (let them tell
it), all of a sudden white America
was finally awakened after 400
years of conveniently sleeping
under the blanket of "better them
than me." (For the record of
course "we know all white people
are not racist". Yeah, we know
that to be a statement of gospel.)

I myself predicted seriously,
when Rodney King (R.I.P) was
beaten by obvious racist cops like
a pair of weathered drums in
Tommy Lee's garage, that change
would somehow slip through the
cracks of injustice in the early
nineties. However, that was day-
care in comparison with what oc-
curred on the unfortunate day of
21 June 1921 in Tulsa, Oklahoma

Lives Really Matter?

after a Black shoe shiner was ar-
rested for assaulting a white girl
in an elevator. The Publisher of
the local paper, eager to win a cir-
culation war published a front
page headline screaming, "To
Lynch Negro Tonight."

It was indeed a familiar occur-
rence for a Black man accused of
sexually assaulting a white
woman in the Deep South era.
Rewind and fast forward to 21
June 1921 after the paper hit the
streets an angry white mob began
to gather outside of the court-
house where the Black shoe
shiner (Dick Rowland) was being
held (Rowland would be later re-
leased after the women refused to
press charges). That alone reeks
of rel-a-tion-ship. Some Blacks
from the Tulsa neighborhoods of
Greenwood — some were re-
cently discharged war vets — be-
gan to descend upon the
courthouse with the objective of
saving Rowland from being
lynched. Long story short, shots
were fired and total chaos broke
out. As a result over 12,000
whites were fully backed by the

white police force. In all, 300
black lives were taken in wvain,
1,200 homes burned to the
ground and not a single (white)
person arrested or ever held ac-
countable for these untimely
deaths of Black men, women and
kids. To sugar coat the incident it
was labeled a riot, but in realty it
was no less than ethnic cleansing
genocide carried out on American
soil. So do Black Lives Really
Matter in the eyes of white Amer-
ica?

A couple of more Black lives
in question, two of the greatest
leaders to ever walk the earth,
Martin Luther King Jr. and Mr.
Malcolm X. At the time of their
tragic assassination FBI agents
were indeed on the scene under
the orders of racist FBI Director J.
Edgar Hoover as if they where
known terrorists. J. Edgar Hoover
was said to express paranoid
thinking that Martin Luther King
would one day turn radical and
his followers would no longer
turn the other cheek to the nasty
side of injustice and racism. Even
though up until his fatal demise

he showed not the slightest hint
of radicalism. Malcolm X had
continuously complained to law
enforcement that his life was in
danger and he often requested a
gun permit, which was apparently
never granted.

Now the very thing that initi-
ated this question/article in my
head as I sit behind enemy lines in
a cell for allegedly selling crack
cocaine that conveniently was
found behind a pay phone on the
South Side of Dallas, Texas: Here
I've remained for the last 20 years
as if I murdered the President.
Make no mistake I am not miser-
able nor bitter as I continue to
seek justice in my case. Yeah, I
was found not guilty of the exact
same indictment and found guilty
of the exact same offense. This is
overtly obvious Double Jeopardy
under the 5th Amendment. It does
take 20 years for the courts to
grasp this simple and clear vital
error which was made purposely
to get a conviction due to the fact
that T refused to cop-out to a
charge I was totally innocent of.

So I have educated myself
since I have been incarcerated
and there is no way of avoidance

on behalf of the courts. Every so
called law enforcement affiliate
that 1 have relayed this informa-
tion to has turned a blind eye to
my situation so as of now I am in
a lawless environment and failure
is not an option as the system at-
tempts to sweep me under the rug
so to speak to cover their criminal
activity. Now tell me, do Black
Lives Really Matter?

MIM(Prisons) adds: Studying
Black history like Tulsa, and cur-
rent events in Palestine, the con-
nections are clear. While the
imperialists haven't dropped any
bombs on New Afrika in a few
decades now, the low intensity
warfare and genocide continues
here in the United $tates. It is fu-
eled by white Amerikans para-
noid delusionsm, which make
them fear that the oppressed
might treat them as bad as they
have treated the oppressed. The
fact is that the Amerikan project
is further along than the I$raeli
project, and pacification is in full
effect. But the contradictions re-
main, and cannot be resolved
without ending imperialism. The
oppressed will not see justice un-
til then. m



by Joku Jeupe Mkali of S
April 2023

In Under Lock & Key No. 83
there was an article authored by
the Komrade General Divine
Minister titled "The Enemy
Within" (see: ""Where Your Loy-
alty Lies", The Enemy Within" in
ULK 83), wherein the Komrade
expressed his antipathy for the
prisoners who have malleable
and submissive personalities. I
intend to elucidate upon why said
prisoners are so complacent and
have an unfortunate propensity
for collaborating with their over-
seers. However, before doing so I
find it necessary to elucidate what
constitutes a political prisoner.

Major documents have been
written on this subject and multi-
ple definitions have been used to
define what constitutes a political
prisoner. From Komrade George
Jackson's definition:

"All Black people, wherever
they are, whatever their crimes,
even crimes against other Blacks,
are political prisoners because
the system has dealt with them
differently than with Whites.
Whitey gets the benefit of every
law, every loophole, and the bene-
fit of being judged by his peers —
other White people. Blacks don't
get the benefit of any such jury
trial by peers. Such a trial is al-
most a cinch to result in the con-
viction of a Black person, and it's
a conscious political decision that
Blacks don't have those bene-

fits..."(1)

To the definition given by the
Komrades of MIM(Prisons):

"All prisoners are political. War
is politics and prisons are war.
While some enter prison politi-
cized, many more are politicized
inside..."(2)

Albeit, both definitions pro-
vide some context, they ulti-
mately fail to explicate the
criterion for Political Prisoners.
As explained by the New Afrikan
Freedom Fighter Atiba Fakih:

"PRACTICE is that criterion.
Political Prisoners are Revolu-
tionaries; they are conscious and
active servants of the people, Po-
litical Prisoners direct their ener-
gies toward the enemies of the
people — they do not commit
"crimes" against the people. Po-
litical Prisoners are Revolution-
ary Cadre; they are "fighting men
and women" from among the peo-
ple. Political Prisoners are the
most conscious element of the
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An Explication on the Political
Prisoner and the Inmate Slave

people. While they are a "part of"
the people, distinctions must be
made between them and the colo-
nized masses as a whole."(3)

This definition draws a clear
line of demarcation between the
political prisoner and the "inmate
slave". Unlike the complacent,
submissive prisoner, the political
prisoner has undergone a process
of social and mental growth. S/he
has transformed the criminal
mentality into a revolutionary
mentality, further arming them-
selves with the discernment that
is needed to combat the war of at-
trition that has been launched by
the oppressor nation.

The distinctions between the
political prisoner and the "inmate
slave" are sharpened by the polit-
ical prisoner's praxis. However,
this doesn't relieve the political
prisoner from eir duties of Mobi-
lizing, Organizing, Revolutioniz-
ing, & Educating among eir
peers. With knowledge comes re-
sponsibility.

You see the "real enemy" rec-
ognizes that these prisons are
reservoirs full of freedom fighters
from the oppressed nations who
are most receptive and responsive
to the need to become conscious,
active participants in the war
against the chief colonizer. Which
is why the overseers are adroit at
dividing and conquering the "in-
mate slave".

We become complicit to the
war being waged against us when
we further alienate the "inmate
slave". We must understand ev-
erything and everybody is a unity
of opposites and everything is in
motion and changing all the time.
Internal contradictions are the ba-
sis for change, but external fac-
tors set the conditions and
influence. If we look for the worst
in people, we shall always find it,
this is not so difficult, but it is bet-
ter to bring out the good in them if
we can. Alienating people is easy,
but inspiring them takes more ef-
fort and has better results. Getting
angry and fed up with our peers is
also easy, it takes more effort to
understand the cause of their be-
havior. You see when adopting an
ideology that compels — at some
point — one to take a confronta-
tional stand against a stronger op-
ponent based solely upon
principle, one must have a certain
mental and emotional fortitude
and commitment. The majority of

our peers don't have this sort of
constitution; therefore, this cer-
tain mental and emotional forti-
tude must be instilled in our peers
and this can only be done if we
assist them with breaking the
psychological barriers that have
stultified their will to resist.

The prisoner is the child of a
domestically colonized people —
a people who have been trauma-
tized, abused, miseducated, mur-
dered, denigrated, and
perpetually subjected to eco-
nomic insecurities. Under these
conditions their values and sense
of self have been destroyed,
therefore making them suscepti-
ble to manipulation and other
psychological ~ warfare tech-
niques.

As the Komrade Joka Hes-
hima Jinsai points out:

"Perhaps the single most glar-
ing proof that New Afrikan peo-
ple, Our people, suffer from
colonial psychosis (i.e. irrational
behavior by colonial subjects) is
the historic and consistent irra-
tional responses We have had to
Our collective oppression."(4)

He goes on to say:

"The people, by and large, have
been conditioned to compete, not
cooperate, to revere hyper-indi-
vidualism while looking skepti-
cally upon collective work and
responsibility; to be dependent on
the same institutions responsible
for their oppression, instead of
depending on one another."(4)

We must always remember to
remember this when struggling
with Our peers. The oppressors
have waged some intense psy-
chological warfare on us. Some
are just not going to be receptive
to progressive thinking. Never-
theless I'm firmly convinced that
if we Mobilize, Organize, Revo-
lutionize, & Educate We will cre-
ate conditions that promote an
ethics of duty, loyalty, commit-
ment, and responsibility. m

The Struggle is

Never Ending

Sources:

1. George Jackson, Blood in my Eye.

2. "On Transforming The Colonial/Criminal
Mentality", New Afrikan P.O.W. Journal, Book
One.

3. General Divine Minister, October 2023,
"Where Your Loyalty Lies, The Enemy Within",
Under Lock & Key No. 83 Fall 2023.

4. Joka Heshima Jinsai, On Withdrawal, Part 1.

... Continued from last page

be" to a whole other level and i
am laying the foundation for the
New Afrikan identity to be hi-
jacked by "white" people. My re-
sponse to you is this:

"Let me hasten to point out: By
"New Afrikans" i don't mean
"black" people. i mean those who
came to identify their nationality
as "New Afrikan," and who thus
exhibit the consciousness and em-
brace the values and philosophy...
those who pursue the goals of the
"New Afrikans." To me, to be a
"New Afriakn" is not about the
color of one's skin, but about one's
thoughts and practice. i know that
not everyone agrees with this, but
that's their problem..."(2)

Free the Land

Postscript: It's only right that i
give a clenched Fist Salute and a
sincere thank you to the Komrad
Triumphant of TE.A.M.O.N.E &
The Brow Box Collective for be-
ing so instrumental in my politi-

... Blind

cal development as a New
Afrikan Revolutionary National-
ist. Thank you, Komrad, you
walk it how you talk it.

MIM(Prisons) responds: We
commend this comrade for mak-
ing a public self-criticism follow-
ing the feedback ey received from
us and further study. We are all in
the process of transforming our-
selves, so engaging with others
with shared goals, who have stud-
ied dialectical and historical ma-
terialism, is a necessary and
ongoing part of all of our political
development. We cannot change
society without changing our-
selves. We have a short study
pack on the theory of Intercom-
munalism, which is the ideology
this author has promoted in the
past, if others are interested.

One of the main reasons we
officially began using New
Afrikan in place of "Black" (see:
"Terminology Debate: Black vs.

New Afrikan" in ULK 35) was for
the reason this comrade gives.(4)
Similarly we have come to use
Euro-Amerikan more consis-
tently in place of "white." The
terms Black and white have their
place and are still used and under-
stood by the masses, but using
them too much reinforces the
racial constructs of the oppressor
as this author explains.

In our study of the recently re-
leased Collected Works of the
Black Liberation Army we also
came across their very explicit in-
clusion of all revolutionary peo-
ple into the Black or New Afrikan
nation. Again, the author rightly
offers some caution here. And
we'd go further to stress the his-
torical errors that have been
forced onto oppressed nations by
integrating with oppressor na-
tions in the revolutionary strug-
gle. We also believe different
oppressed nations face different
conditions that often warrant sep-
arate parties, while recognizing
their struggles to be the same
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The Culture Corner:
Eseibio The Automatic
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by Triumphant of United
tStruggle from Within
March 2024

"[Our purpose is] to ensure
that literature and art fit well
into the whole revolutionary ma-
chine as a component part, that
they operate as powerful
weapons for uniting and educat-
ing the people and for attacking
and destroying the enemy, and
that they help the people fight the
enemy with one heart and one
mind." (1)

This feature, "The Culture
Corner," is a space designated to
highlight and share cultural con-
tent that expresses revolutionary
ideals and principles. "The Cul-
ture Corner" appears in the
newsletter Power Moves, an in-
ternal newsletter distributed in
certain Texas prisons, and is be-
ing reprinted here.

In 2024, the hip-hop genre
has evolved to be the most influ-
ential genre of music in the
world. As such, it is incumbent
upon revolutionaries to utilize
this genre to express revolution-
ary ideals and to advance revo-
lutionary  consciousness and
solidarity.

One artist that has done this
prolifically, while steadfastly
maintaining a revolutionary na-
tionalist and anti-capitalist polit-
ical line, is Bay Area lyrical
comrade The Revolutionary Es-
eibio The Automatic.

Just as important as eir con-
tent, in my view, is the accessi-
bility of the music to the captive
population. In the prison climate
today, dominated by tablet de-
vices with their purposely in-
doctrinating content, Eseibio's
content does its job by providing
a revolutionary alternative. Eir
content can be accessed on J-pay/
Securus tablets on the media
store app. Simply search music
and type the artist's name as
spelled above. Eseibio has an
extensive catalog of music,
spanning over a decade worth of
material with a wide number of
albums and mixtapes.

overall and favoring as much
unity as possible. The answer is
going to have to be determined in
each situation. But clearly we
must stand by the principle that
(Euro-)Amerika is an oppressor
nation and an ally of imperialism
and not a base for revolution. m
Notes:

1. for a review of this book see: Wiawimawo,
May 2011, Education of the Nation, Under Lock
& Key 20

2. James Yaki Sayles, 2010, Meditations On
Frantz Fanon's Wretched of the Earth, Ker-

splebedeb and Spear & Shield Publications.
3. A California prisoner, February 2017, To
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While all of Eseibio's mate-
rial is revolutionary with an un-
derground flavor, there are
certain albums and songs that
stick out more than others.

These include the albums
"Black Panther" and "African
Revolutionary". The former's

tracklist reads like a history les-
son on the Black Panther Party.
Standout tracks like "10 Point
Program," "Hands Off Assata,"
"Red Book," "Letter to Afeni,"
"Smile 4 Pac,"” "Off the Pigs,"
and "George Jackson Day of the
Gun" are bangers that also edu-
cate the listener. Other standout
tracks like "Juche," "Che Gue-
vara," "Bust A Cap," "Kwame
Nkrumah," "Black Boots," "In
Defense of Self-Defense," "Free
The Land," "Free Em All," and
"C.R.E.A.M-Capitalism Rules
Everything Around Me" should
be in steady rotation.

Most important of all is that
Eseibio, and other artists that
shall be featured in "The Culture
Corner" in the future, provide a
platform for political prisoners
to bring brothers, sisters, moth-
ers and fathers who were left by
the wayside into the revolution-
ary movement. It is not good
enough to complain of the ma-
neuvers of the enemy. We have
to be good at improvising on the
new realities. This is only one
way of mixing up the necessary
improvisation.

A clenched fist salute to The
Revolutionary Eseibio The Au-
tomatic and all other revolution-
ary and conscious artists using
their talents for the advancement
of the class and national strug-
gles.

"The Culture Corner" will
put the spotlight on other artists
in future issues, We recommend
you to go check out the comrade
Eseibio. m
Notes:

(1) Mao-Tse-Tung's Selected Works III p.84,

"Talks at the Yenan Forum on Literature and
Art."

Identify as White is to Identify as Oppressor,
Under Lock & Key 55

4. MIM(Prisons), November 2013, Terminology
Debate: Black vs. New Afrikan, Under Lock &
Key No. 35.
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by Wiawimawo of MIM(Prisons)
May 2024

In ULK 84 we reported on a
sharp drop in donations from
prisoners in 2023 (see: "Suc-
cesses and Failures of 2023" from
ULK 84), and a gradual decline in
subscribers in recent years. We
asked our readers to answer some
survey questions to help explore
the reasons for these declines and
to begin a more active campaign
to expand ULK in 2024. Below is
some discussion with comrades
who have responded to the survey
so far about drugs, gangs,
COVID-19, generational differ-
ences and more. If you want to
participate in this conversation,
please respond to the questions at
the end.

Problems We've Always Had

A North Carolina prisoner on
censorship: i pass my copies
around when i'm able, what i al-
ways hear is "Bro i wrote to them
but never received the paper."
Then there is a couple guys who
were on the mailing list who say
they're not receiving the paper no
more.

MIM(Prisons) responds: The
obvious answer to this is the
newsletter is being censored. Any
prisoner of the United $tates who
writes us for ULK will be sent at
least 2 issues, and if you write
every 6 months we will keep
sending it. Censorship has always
been a primary barrier to reaching
people inside, but we have no
reason to believe that has in-
creased in the last couple years.
Relaunching regular censorship
reports could help us assess that
more clearly in the future.

A Pennsylvania prisoner on the
younger generation: I think it is
these younger generation people
who are coming into the prison
system or people who have been
pretty much raised by the judicial
system, and the guards become
mommy and daddy to them...
They do not want to or are possi-
bly afraid to change the only life
they have ever known. I know
some of these younger guys here
who have gotten too comfortable
and think: "Oh, I am doing so
good, I have a certain level of
say-so here, the guards are my
buddies, they get me, et cetera."
When on the outside they did not
have that.

Also, on my block, many peo-
ple are illiterate and cannot read. I
know this because I am the Peer
Literacy Tutor.

MIM(Prisons) responds: Most
of this doesn't sound new. Older
prisoners have been talking about
the lacking of the younger for-
ever. Illiteracy is also not new in
prisons. There is some indication
that the COVID pandemic has
impacted literacy in children, but
that would not be affecting our
readership (yet).

A California prisoner: I think a
lot of prisoners do not want to
hear negativity or incendiary lan-
guage, we get enough of that in
here and I notice a lot of unity
around positivity in here. I sug-
gest less dividing language and
more unifying language. In par-
ticular, the "who are our friends
and who are our enemies" line
could certainly drop the "who are
our enemies" part. Prisoners don't
want someone telling them who
to be enemies with, prisoners
want to be told who to be friends
with.

I have trouble passing on

MAOIST INTERNATIONALIST MINISTRY OF PRISONS

Discussing Campaign to Expand ULK

ULK, natural leaders won't even
accept it (I try to revolutionize the
strong). As soon as I say "it's a
communist paper", the typical re-
sponse is "I'm not a commie."
Any suggestions??

MIM(Prisons) responds: Not
sure if you're leading with the fact
that it's a communist newspaper.
But when doing outreach, the fact
that we're a communist organiza-
tion will not come up until we've
gotten into an in-depth conversa-
tion with someone. We want to
reach people with agitational
campaign slogans, hopefully ones
that will resonate with them.
What in this issue of ULK do you
think the persyn might be inter-
ested in? Lead with that.

As far as who are our friends
and who are our enemies goes —
this is actually a key point we
must understand before we begin
building a united front (see MIM
Theory 14: United Front, where a
prisoner asks this same question
back in 2001). We must unite all
who can be united around anti-
imperialist campaigns. Our
goal is not to have the most
popular newsletter in U.
$. prisons; that might
be the goal of a
profit-driven

newsletter. Our goal is to support *
anti-imperialist organizing within

prisons. As we've been stressing
in recent months, prisons are war,
and they are part of a larger war
on the oppressed. If we do not
recognize who is behind that war,
and who supports that war and
who opposes it, we cannot stop
that war. If you see a group of
people that wants to carpet bomb
another group of people as a
friend, then you are probably not
part of the anti-imperialist camp
yourself. Prisoners who are
mostly focused on self-improve-
ment, parole, or just getting home
to their families may be willing to
be friends with anyone who might
help them do so. But we must also
recognize the duality of the im-
prisoned oppressed people as ex-
plained by comrade Joku Jeupe
Mkali (see: "An Explication on
the Political Prisoner and the
Inmate Slave" on p. 13).

Problems That May Be Get-
ting worse

A Washington prisoner on the
drug trade: Drugs and gangs are
the biggest threat to radical incli-
nation in the system. Drugs keep
the addicted dazed and unable to
focus on insurgency. Whereas the
self-proclaimed activist gang
member who actually has the
mental fitness to actually avoid
such nonsense has become so en-
trenched in a culture aimed at
feeding on the profit he gains in
the process has forgotten his true
goal and would rather stand in the
way of change to maintain profit.

MIM(Prisons) responds: This is
perhaps the biggest shift we've
seen in reports on conditions on
the inside in recent years. Of
course, these are not new issues.
But there are new drugs that seem
to be more easily brought in by
guards and have more detrimen-
tal effects on peoples’ minds.
Meanwhile, the economics of
these drugs may have shifted al-
liances between the state-em-
ployed gangs and the lumpen
gangs that work together to profit
off these drugs.

When we launched the United
Front for Peace in Prisons over a
decade ago, it was in response to
comrades reporting that the prin-
cipal contradiction was lack of
unity due to lumpen organiza-
tions fighting each other. In re-

cent years, most of what we hear
about is lumpen organizations
working for the pigs to suppress
activism and traffic restricted
items. While Texas is the biggest
prison state and much of those re-
ports come from Texas, this
seems to be a common complaint
in much of the country as regular
readers will know.

Related to drugs is the new
policy spreading like wildfire,
that hiring private companies to
digitize prisoners' mail will re-
duce drugs coming into prisons
and jails. Above we mentioned no
known increase in censorship,
but what has increased is these
digital mail processing centers;
and with them more mail returned
and delayed. In Texas, we've been
dealing with mail delayed by as
much as 3 months for years now.
As more and more prisons and
jails go digital, communications
become more and more limited.
Privatized communications make

it harder to hold government ac-
countable to mail policies or First
Amendment claims. There is no
doubt this is a contributor to a de-
crease in subscribers.

A Pennsylvania Prisoner re-
ports a change in the prison sys-
tem due to COVID-19: The
four-zoned-movement  system
has been implemented here at
SCI-Greene because of COVID.
Before COVID, everything was
totally opened up. Now everyone
is divided from one another and it
makes it that much harder for
someone like me who is con-
stantly surrounded by an entire
block full of people with extreme
mental health or age-related is-
sues.

MIM(Prisons) responds: This is
an interesting explanation that we
had not yet thought of. While we
don't have a lot of reports of this
type of dividing of the population
in prisons into pods since
COVID, we know that many
prisons have continued to be
on lockdown since then. An
updated survey of prison-
ers on how many people
are in long-term isola-
tion may be war-
ranted. But even with

the limited informa-

tion we have, we

»  think this is likely

[ impacting our

) slow decline in
subscribers.

J This does

5 not explain

why donations went up from
2020 to 2022, but then dropped
sharply in 2023. However, we
think this could have been a boom
from stimulus check money, sim-
ilar to what the overall economy
saw. In prisons this was more pro-
nounced, where many people re-
ceived a couple thousand dollars,
who are used to earning a couple
hundred dollars a year. While we
would have expected a more
gradual drop off in donations, this
is likely related. In 2023, prison-
ers were paying for a greater per-
centage of ULK costs than ever
before. We had also greatly re-
duced our costs in various ways in
recent years though, so this is not
just a sign of more donations from
prisoners but also a reflection of
decreased costs. We'd like to hear
from others: how did stimulus
checks affect the prisoner popula-
tion?

Like many things, our sub-
scribership and donations were
likely impacted greatly by the

COVID-19 pandemic and the
state's response to it. Another in-
teresting connection that warrants
more investigation is how the
stimulus money may have con-
tributed to the boon in drug traf-
ficking by state and non-state
gangs in prisons. And what does
it mean that the stimulus money
has dried up? So far there is no in-
dication of a decline in the drug
market.

A California prisoner on "reha-
bilitation" and parole: The new
rehabilitation programs in CDCR
are designed to assign personal
blame (accept responsibility). A
lot of prisoners are on that trip.
"It's not the state's fault, it's my
fault cause I'm fucked up." That's
the message CDCR wants prison-
ers to recognize and once again
parole is the incentive, "take the
classes, get brainwashed, and we
might release you." I call it flog-
ging oneself. But a lot of prison-
ers are in these "rehabilitation”
classes. It's the future. MIM
needs to start thinking how to
properly combat that.

MIM(Prisons) responds: The
Step Down program in California
in response to the mass move-
ment to shut down the SHU was
the beginning of this concerted
effort to pacify and bribe prison-
ers to go along with the state's
plan.(1) As we discussed at the
time, this is part of a counterin-
surgency program to isolate revo-
lutionary leaders from the
rebellious masses in prison.

Our Revolutionary 12 Step
Program is one answer to the
state's "rehabilitation." Our pro-
gram also includes accepting re-
sponsibility, but doing so in the
context of an understanding of
the system that creates these
problems and behaviors in the
first place. Yes we can change in-
dividuals, but the system must
change to stop the cycle. The
Revolutionary 12 Steps is one of
our most widely distributed pub-
lications these days, but we need
more feedback from comrades
putting it into practice to expand
that program. And while it is
written primarily for substance
abuse, it can be applied by any-
one who wants to reform them-
selves from bourgeois ways to
revolutionary proletarian ways.

In other states, like Georgia
and Alabama, parole is almost
unheard of. The counterinsur-
gency programs there are less ad-
vanced, creating more
revolutionary situations than ex-
ist in California prisons today. In
the years leading up to the mas-
sive hunger strikes in CDCR,
MIM mail was completely (ille-
gally) banned from California
prisons. Today, it is rare for Cali-
fornia prisoners to have trouble
receiving our mail, yet sub-
scribership is down.

Solutions

A California prisoner: Person-
ally I would like to see play-by-
play instructions for unity. I saw
something like that in the last
Abolitionist paper from Critical
Resistance. A lot of us want unity
but don't know how to form
groups or get it done. I know
MIM's line on psychology, how-
ever it has its uses. The govern-
ment consults psychologists
when they want to know how to
control people or encourage unity
among their employees. I suggest
MIM consult a psych for a plan
on how to unify people, then print
the play-by-play instructions in

Continued on next page...



by The Art of War of United
Struggle from Within
February 2024

A guy walked into special
housing on HCON (High Secu-
rity Maximum Control Unit) in
2022 with a head swollen to the
size of a bowling ball, with skin
hanging off deep face wounds
above his eyebrow. He could
barely walk. After the shield team
beat him in the cell, then in the
hallway on camera, they took him
to medical and chained him to a
table before beating him in front
of the doctor and nurse.

Then they took him to the dry-
cell and put his head against a
concrete bench (like a chopping
block) in a kneeling position and
began beating and kicking him in
the head. One officer beat him on
the ass with a night-stick. Then
they stomped him out of con-
sciousness. When he awoke they
were still beating him. They left
him there for about two hours til
shift-change.

Right before shift-change they
walked him back down the hall,
past the nurse station where a sec-
ond-shift nurse spotted the of-
fender and asked what happened
to him because he didn't look like
that when he went into the dry-
cell. The Sergeant Wilson tried to
make excuses but nevertheless
the nurse had another assessment
report done.

The guy was put in a special-
housing cell next to mine. At
shift-change =~ the  replacing
sergeant who happened to be at
competition with Sergeant Wil-
son for a lieutenant position re-
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Respond to "Stop Snitching!" with
"Stop Collaborating!"

ported the prisoner's conditions to
the Administration and Operating
Lieutenant.

When the Lieutenant arrived
the prisoner refused to take pic-
tures — until I told him to take the
pictures and go to medical. The
prisoner was later taken to outside
medical and diagnosed with a
concussion and broken temple
bone in his skull.

I myself and many other cap-
tives coached this prisoner with
legal advice but he refused to ap-
peal the grievance to step 3 in an
attempt to arrange a deal with ad-
ministration to be released from
HCON status. He was not re-
leased.

In the process the Sergeant
Wilson was transferred along
with several other officers and
one was fired. Shortly after being
placed to work in the gate-house
away from prisoners Sergeant
Wilson quit. Only one of the offi-
cers is still here which is one too
many.

This prisoner basically saved
the officers by refusing to speak
with the Warden about the inci-
dent or write statements. The
prisoner later stated that writing a
grievance or statement is snitch-
ing, but as I mentioned above he
wrote both a grievance and state-
ment, only to turn around and sell
himself short, copping pleas and
leaving everyone else hanging;
while he turns his back and blind
eye to fellow comrades who will
suffer the same fate from these of-
ficers, he sold us out and left us to
the wolves for false promises and
that's not what brothers do. Real

brothers wouldn't let any abuser
anywhere near their brothers or
sisters. Those were cynical deci-
sions without revolutionary con-
sciousness for the betterment of
the people, the same people who
helped him to medical treatment
when he was lying on his
deathbed.

Why settle to copping deals
with the same foes who watched
orders being carried out to kick
your head in? I'm not taking any-
thing from this prisoner's will to
self-sacrifice for others, but on an
overall standpoint collectively
concerning the prison population,
the message here is,

"Don't knock others for their
foresight in advancing the people
by any means necessary, includ-
ing pen and paper." -The Ballot or
the Bullet, Malcolm X

Snitching:

1. As long as what you say
does not include someone else it
is not snitching.

2. Giving a hint that someone
did something is dry snitching.

Collaborating:

1. Siding with, taking up for,
or covering up for the police.

The generations before us put
in decades of paperwork to get
where we are today. They wrote
newspaper publishers and fought
for things we take for granted like
bail, trials, showers and recre-
ation etc. Nothing is final until it's
on paper. Any legal case won be-
comes precedent (law).

Last, police yourselves (na-
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Message to Comrades Who Are
About to be Released, Part 1

by Fatal
April 2024

To All Comrades,

This is for those who are
soon to be released. I'ma keep
this short and sweet and to the
point. Forget about EVERY-
THING you think you may
know concerning "Freedom"
once you're free! Unless you're
blessed to pertain to that exclu-
sive 1-5% of individuals who
are returning home and whom
will still be fed with the silver
spoon, forget about everything
you think you may know.

First and foremost, the sad
reality still exists that money, the
almighty dollar, still rules. What
I mean is, you will have to get
some type of job to generate in-
come in order to sustain your
lifestyle. From essentials/neces-
sities like phone bills, groceries,
rent, gas, car note, to luxuries
like clothes, entertainment, jew-
elry, travel, etc. there ain't no
handouts out here. Contrary to
popular belief and you'll already
know, ain't sh free. Bottom line
is this fellas: this transition and
re-entry back into society after
12+ years in the Florida DOC is
nothing short of egregious. It's
difficult, and it's one door after
another that's closing right in
your face. Y'all better be ready
to come out with that hustler
mindset, and I mean that I'ma
grind nonstop for that legit slow
money... To Be Continued

tions, neighborhoods, etc). The
reason overall Brothers in Islam
are more righteous is because we
police ourselves to keep each
other in-line. If the brothers' gam-

MIM(Prisons) adds: We want
to commend comrade Fatal for
sticking with the basic program
of our Serve the People Re-
Lease on Life Program. Ey has
stayed in touch since eir release,
got set up with a way to commu-
nicate with us securely, and has
been distributing Under Lock &
Key locally. As we tell all soon-
to-release comrades, staying in
touch is all you need to do in the
beginning. As Fatal explains,
you'll be so busy figuring other
things out in your life, so just
stay in touch.

If you have a release date
coming up let us know, get in
our intro study course, and de-
velop a regular line of commu-
nication now, while it's easier.
So many comrades who write us
regularly inside, just never reach
out, or we only hear from them
once after they release and then
they disappear. While our re-
sources are limited in what we
can offer you in support, we are
always building our networks to
support more comrades on re-
lease. And we can always pro-
vide you a connection to the
movement, which can be vital in
keeping you on the right path
and not end up locked back up
again as happens to many who
do not stay in touch. m

bling and breaking bread on our
watch then we are just as guilty. m

Dare to Struggle, Dare to
Win

... Continued from last page

ULK. It's a positive message pris-
oners want to hear.

MIM(Prisons) responds: As
mentioned above, building the
United Front for Peace in Prisons
was a top topic in ULK for a long
time, so you might want to refer-
ence back issues of ULK on that
topic, and MIM Theory 14. Psy-
chology is a pseudo-science be-
cause it attempts to predict
individuals and diagnose them
with made-up disorders that have
no scientific criteria. Social engi-
neering, however, is a scientific
approach based in practice. By
interacting with people you can
share experiences and draw con-
clusions that increase your
chances of success in inter-persy-
nal interactions. This is applying
concepts to culture at the group
level, not to biology of the
individual.

Again, the key point here is
practice. To be honest, the en-
gagement with the United Front
for Peace in Prisons has de-
creased over the years, so we
have had less reports. Coming
back to the question of how to ap-
proach people in a way that they
don't get turned off by "commie"
stuff, a solution to this should
come from USW leaders attempt-
ing different approaches, sharing
that info with each other, and
summing up what agitational tac-
tics seemed to work best. Com-
rades on the outside could
participate as well, but tactics in
prison may differ from tactics that
work on college campuses vs.
anti-war rallies vs. transit centers.

A North Carolina prisoner: i
look forward to receiving the pa-
per and i love to contribute to the

... Expanding ULK

paper. ULK is not just a newspa-
per in the traditional sense of the
word it's more than that. It's
something to be studied and
grasped, and saved for future ed-
ucational purposes. In my opin-
ion its the only publication that
hasn't been compromised.

i think ya'll should publish
more content on New Afrikan
Revolutionary Nationalism
(NARN) then ya'll do. To be hon-
est, the ULK is probably the only
publication that provides content
that elucidates NARN. Nonethe-
less, ya'll keep doing what ya'll
doing.

MIM(Prisons) responds: We'll
never turn away a well-done
NARN article, so keep them
coming. This is a newsletter by
and for prisoners of the United
$nakes.

A Pennsylvania prisoner: As
with everything, "education" is a
key factor. A lot of people really
have a lack of comprehension of
the Maoist, Socialism, Commu-
nism agenda or actual belief sys-
tem is about. I have a general
idea, but not the whole picture.
Many people are ignorant to what
it is all about. ... I was a bit of a
skeptic when I first began writing
MIM(Prisons), but I no longer am
3 years later.

As T have continued to write
and read all your ULKs I have be-
gun to realize what you stand for,
and that is the common people
who are struggling to survive in a
world full of powerful people,
who do not play by the rules. ...
Those powerful and wealthy who
have forgotten what it is like to be
human. ... When I get released

from prison later this year and get
back on my feet I do plan to do-
nate to MIM(Prisons) because I
strongly support what you stand
for.

...It was word of mouth that
got me interested in ULK, and
that is what we should use to
spread the word. Sooner or later
someone, somewhere is gonna
get interested.

MIM(Prisons) responds: We
appreciate this comrade's contin-
ued engagement and struggling
with the ideas in ULK. Eir de-
scription of what we do is accu-
rate. Though, the same could be
said for many prisoner newslet-
ters. We recommend comrades
check out "What is MIM(Pris-
ons)?" on page 2 to get an idea of
what differentiates us from the
others; and to ask questions and
study more than ULK to better
understand those differences.

A Washington prisoner: I be-
lieve there has not been enough
exposure of ULK in the prison
system. I only happened on it by
chance. I sought out communist
education on my own after not
being able to shake an urge that
there was something incredibly
wrong with the political and eco-
nomic structures in my surround-
ings. I believe we should launch a
campaign of exposure and agita-
tion. Create and pass out pam-
phlets and newsletters geared to
helping people see the relevance
of communism and their current
situation. For a start, I would like
to receive copies of the Revolu-
tionary 12 Step Program pam-
phlets to strategically place in my
facility so prisoners can have ac-
cess to them.

MIM(Prisons) concludes: Ex-

panding ULK just for the sake of
it would be what we call a sectar-
ian error. Sectarianism is putting
one's organization (one's own
"sect") above the movement to
end oppression. The reason we
are promoting the campaign to
expand ULK is that we see it as a
surrogate for measuring the inter-
est in and influence of anti-impe-
rialist organizing in U.$. prisons.
As comrades above have touched
on, there is always a limitation in
access and numbers do matter.
Most prisoners have never heard
of ULK. The more we can change
that, the more popular we can ex-
pect anti-imperialism to be within
U.$. prisons and the more orga-
nized we'd expect people to get
there.

We are working on expanding
our work with and organizing of
prisoner art. As they say a picture
is worth a thousand words. More
art that captures the ideas of our
movement can help us reach more
people more quickly. So send in
your art that reflects the concepts
discussed in ULK. We also offer
outside support for making fliers
and small pamphlets. What types
of fliers and small pamphlets, be-
sides the Revolutionary 12 Steps,
would be helpful for reaching
more prisoners with our ideas and
perhaps getting them to subscribe
to ULK?

Another way to reach people
in prison is through radio and
podcasts. We are looking for in-
formation on what types of plat-
forms and podcasts prisoners
have access to that we might tap
into.

We only received 4 responses
to our survey in ULK 84 in time to
print in this issue. This is another
data point that indicates the low

level of engagement with ULK
compared to the past. Another
possible explanation for lack of
responses is that this survey was
more difficult to answer than pre-
vious surveys we've done be-
cause it is asking for explanations
more than hard facts. Either way,
in our attempt to always improve
our understanding of the condi-
tions we are working in, we are
printing the survey questions one
more time (also see questions
above). Even if your answer to all
the questions below are '"no",
we'd appreciate your response in
your next letter to us.

» Have you noticed changes in
the prison system that have
made it harder for people to
subscribe to ULK or less inter-
ested in subscribing?

» Have you noticed changes in
the prisoner population that
have made people less inter-
ested in subscribing?

» Have you noticed/heard of
people losing interest in ULK
because of the content, or be-
cause of the practices of
MIM(Prisons)?

» What methods have you seen
be successful in getting people
interested in or to subscribe to
ULK?

* Do you have ideas for how we
can increase interest in ULK in
prisons? m

Notes:
1. cipactli of Brown Berets - Prison Chapter,
October 2014, "(Un)Due Process of Validation
and Step Down Programs", Under Lock & Key
No. 41.
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SPREAD ULK IN 2024 well. or how it didn't work. the program. What worked?

What didn't? How can we

Help popularize and improve
ULK to grow our movement.

Prisoners sign up to be a
distributor and  get multiple
copies of every issue.

Outside supporters can also
order ULK in bulk, distribute it at
events and spaces where people
will see it. Local distributors
funding the ULKs they distribute
also helps us survive and reach
new supporters.

Lets make ULK something
people want to have. Respond to
our short survey on page 15 so

we can keep improving ULK.

Spreading ULK is not a useful
goal in itself unless it is enabling
anti-imperialist  organizing in

prisons and on the streets.
STOP DIGITAL MAIL

The spread of digital mail across
U.$. prison systems has further
threatened the rights to
association, speech and
information of prisoners and their
outside contacts. There is a
lawsuit in Texas that people can
join, and a sample grievance for
Texas prisoners on page 6. Keep
sending your reports and
updates to ULK.

WE DEMAND OUR
GRIEVANCES ARE

ADDRESSED IN INDIANA

Indiana is the latest state to launch a
campaign to bring more attention to
the broken grievance system within

the state Department of Corrections.

Indiana prisoners can now write in to

get a petition custom to your state.

Texas has an updated petition as

If you are experiencing prob-
lems  with your
grievance process,
such as delays,
unanswered  griev-
ances, or harass-
ment, you should
join this campaign.
Petitions are avail-
able for AK, AZ, AR,
CA, CO, FL, GA, IL,
IN, KS, LA, MS, MT,
NV, NY, NC, OK,
OR, SC, and TX. If
the state-level peti-
tion doesn't bring re-
lief, we now have a
new follow-up peti-
tion written to hold
states accountable
to federal require-
ments.

Write in to get the
petiion  for  your
state.  Remember,
you need to send
them out to the ad-
ministrators ~ and
politicians yourself.

If your state is not
currently  covered
by the grievance
campaign,  volun-
teer to rewrite the
petition to work for
your state. Update
this campaign - If
you participated in
this campaign in the
past, send us a re-
port on what hap-
pened. Tell us how
you used it to help
organize others and
build group consciousness

BUILD A UNITEDR
~ FRONTFO
PRISONS
Does fighting and
divisions gzli_?
your prison
promote the
ideas of the
United Front for
Peace in Prisons
outlined on page
2. Get involved
with  USW to
learn from others
who are
organizing in
their prisons.
erte in for a
cop of our
September  9th
organizing  pack
and start bui d|n
for the Day
Peace
Solidarity in your
prison.

EXPOSE &
COMBAT
ADDICTION
Drugs are being
used to control
people in prisons
across the
country. This
threat can only
be tackled with
organized
resistance.
began
distributing  our
Revolutionary 12
Step  Program
over a year ago.
We need to hear
from you if you
have tried to implement

We

The Importance of Revolutlonary Theory

by Modern Cassius
April 2024

What is to be done? That's the
most important question for a
revolutionary. "How can it be
done?" is as important. Theory
and practice are of equal impor-
tance when it comes to revolu-
tion. Theory without practice,
ideas without action, are useless.
Practice without theory leads to
failure. That's why Karl Marx and
Friedrich Engels decided that sci-
entific socialism will accomplish
what utopian socialism could
only dream of. An event such as
the Great October Revolution of
1917 required a leader such as
Lenin, a philosopher. Now, a rev-
olution is for the people. That's
why we need to educate the peo-
ple, and to do that we should edu-
cate ourselves. Study politics,
history, science, psychology, phi-
losophy, but most importantly
study revolutionary history and

the writings of past and present
revolutionaries. It's impossible to
exaggerate the importance. We
need well-educated revolutionar-
ies.

The Black Panther Party was
committed to educate the people
and they required their members
to study. They studied Mao,
Lenin, Marx, and the works of
Black radicals. The Black Panther
newspaper was meant "to educate
the oppressed". That was its pri-
mary purpose. Che Guevara was
a brilliant man who educated peo-
ple through his speeches in a clear
manner. Mao, Lenin, Marx, En-
gels, they all wrote extensively in
order to guide their readers be-
fore, during, and after a revolu-
tion. Why wouldn't we take
advantage of all that wisdom?

Karl Marx was a philosopher,
sociologist, economist and a vo-
racious reader. Lenin too. And

Portrait of Mao Zedong

they studied the works of differ-
ent types of radical thinkers. They
studied, and admired, the French
Revolution. Lenin was a fan of
Peter Kropotkin's history of the
French Revolution. Karl Marx
admired Charles Darwin's work,
and noticed how Darwin was in-
fluenced by Thomas R. Malthus.
How can we claim to support sci-

entific forms of socialism and
never actually read any science,
or economics at least?

I recommend the following:
Quotations From Chairman Mao
Zedong edited by Lin Biao, "Es-
sential Works of Lenin" edited by
Henry Christman, Theories of
Surplus Value, The Economic and
Philosophic ~ Manuscripts  of
1844, and The Poverty of Philos-
ophy by Karl Marx, The Black
Panthers Speak edited by Philip
Foner, and any other books on
radical politics, history, science
and philosophy.

And remember, comrades:
"Hasta la victoria siempre!" -Che
Guevara

MIM(Prisons) responds: We
welcome this statement from the
study group of the Iron Lung Col-
lective, and we support its senti-
ments. Through our Free Political

improve and expand these
efforts? You can also write in to
get a copy of our Revolutionary
12 Step Program and begin a
program in your prison to help
those who want to transform
themselves to a  new
revolutionary persyn. We want to
support you in combating these
dangerous chemicals among the
people.

STOP COLLABORATING
The same People who are
working with the state to traffic
drugs into prisons are he J)mg the
state run the prisons and punish
other prisoners. They accuse
people who fight back and grieve
of being "snitches." Snitches
work with the pigs as these
collaborating lumpen orgs are
dom% Expose the collaborators
and build a prlson culture that is
for the people.

FREE PALESTINE! FREE

OURSELVES!

We are calling on USW to agitate
in  support  of Palestinian
liberation and draw connections
to our own struggles for national
liberation here. The U.$. em |re
is the common 06? ressor.
ULK 84 and for more
background. Send in reports on
our successes and failures
uﬂdmg support for Palestine for
ULK 86.

FOURTH OF YOU-LIE

FUNDRAISER

On July 4th we ask everyone to
chip in for freedom and donate to
ULK. 7 stamps covers the cost of
a year subscription. Info on how
to donate is at bottom of this

page.

Books to Prisoners Program,
comrades inside can receive any
of the books Modern Cassius rec-
ommends, with the exception of
Quotations from Chairman Mao
Zedong or "The Little Red
Book." We believe all of the his-
torical texts of revolutionaries
must be studied and understood
in their historical context. The
mish-mash of quotes from differ-
ent periods of the Chinese revolu-
tion in "The Little Red Book"
make it very difficult to do so.

As we work to re-ignite the
prison movement, regular, local
study groups are the base of our
efforts to re-build. We have a
guide for starting a local study
group, and a decent stock of rev-
olutionary and historical litera-
ture you can find on our literature
list. Please see page 2 of ULK for
more details on how to participate
in the Free Political Books to
Prisoners Program. m

ATTENTION censorship only in furtherance of "an important or  If you have any doubt you should consult your MI M(Prisons)
substantial governmental interest not related to the  agencies legal counsel. We are prepared to exer- PO B 40799
CORRECT'ONAL suppression of expression” and relate to "legitimate  cise our Constitutional rights and appeal censor- _OX
AUTHORITIES: penological interests." The federal courts have  ship which does not adhere to applicable law. San Francisco, CA 94140
ruled unequivocally that a prison agency censor-  Such exercise of our rights may include legal ac- )
ing inmate publications and mail must provide the  tion seeking declaratory and injunctive relief as send stamps or cash donations
PLEASE READ TH|S distributor or publisher with notice of censorship.  well as monetary damages and legal fees. Fail- NO checks or money orders

This notice must provide articulate reasons for
such censorship with specific references to the
objectionable material. The distributor/ publisher
must be given a meaningful opportunity to appeal
the censorship decision to a person not involved

ure to adhere to federal law, your state's adminis-
trative regulations and your agency's policies and
procedures is evidence of malicious intent to vio-
late our rights. See generally Pell v. Procunier,
417 U.S. 817 (1974); Turner v. Safely, 482 U.S.

CENSORSHIP NOTICE

As the distributor of Under Lock & Key we retain a
First Amendment right to correspond with prisoners,

www.prisoncensorship.info
mimprisons@posteo.net

newsletter is FREE for prisoners

just as prisoners retain a First Amendment right to  in the censorship decision. Notice and opportu- 78 (1987).

correspond with the outside world. While a rational  nity to appeal are required by due process. We Donate Monero Here:
basis test is allowed for the censorship of publica-  encourage you to carefully read and understand

tions entering a prison system, such allowance does  your agencies policies and procedures, as well PLEASE GOVERN

not allow a blanket ban on publications because  as federal case law related to the censorship of YOU RSELF

prison authorities do not agree with the message or  incoming mail and publications addressed to pris- ACCORDING LY

content, which may be political or religious in nature.
Censorship regulations must be rational and impose

ATTENTION PRISONERS:
You must write to us every 6 months to stay on our mailing list.
Tell us what mail you've received from us since the last time you wrote.

oners.




