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A group called Americans For Tax Fairness 
posted an announcement online that:

"The wealth of the four richest Americans hit 
$1 TRILLION yesterday. 

"It's the first time in history the net worth of just 
four men — Musk, Bezos, Ellison, Zuckerberg — 
has hit the trillions. 

"These four men were worth $74 billion twelve 
short years ago. 

"Tax billionaires."

A startling increase in wealth for sure. And 
who could possibly use so much wealth? Have 
their lives even changed with this increase of 
wealth of two orders of magnitude? Did they even 
notice? 

Later this month, the wealth at Trump's 
inauguration also topped $1 trillion, with three of 
the above attending with many other tech CEOs. 
One of them, Musk, ended a speech with a 
powerful Sieg Heil (Nazi salute). Ellison also met 
with Trump within days of his presidency 
beginning.

It is true that any of these individuals could 
take a chunk of that wealth and ride off into the 
sunset, never to be heard from again. But like any 
one of us, they can only operate within the laws of 
the world we were born into. And the laws of 
capitalism would just fill that slot with another 
individual.

M
IM

 D
is

tr
ib

ut
or

s
P

O
 B

ox
 4

07
99

S
an

 F
ra

nc
is

co
, C

A
 9

41
40

R
E

T
U

R
N

 S
E

R
V

IC
E

 R
E

Q
U

E
ST

E
D

P
R

E
S

O
R

T
E

D
 S

T
A

N
D

A
R

D
U

.S
. P

O
S

T
A

G
E

 P
A

ID
O

A
K

L
A

N
D

, C
A

P
E

R
M

IT
 #

73
1

U
L

K
 8

8

4 People Own $1 Trillion  
Should We Tax Them? by a comrade of AntiImperialist 

Prisoner Support 
January 2025

In the early hours of Wednes‐
day, December 4th, a masked 
gunman shot the CEO of United 
$tates insurance company Unit‐
edHealthcare, Brian Thompson, 
to death in the bustling streets of 
New York City. By midday, 
CCTV footage of the act had 

gone viral across the inter‐
net and traditional news 
media, spawning endless 
narratives and theories. Si‐
multaneously, the high
profile nature of the shoot‐
ing prompted a national 
manhunt to search for the 
suspect. The shooter 
evaded capture for five 
days, but ey was eventu‐
ally arrested after a tip was 
called in by a McDonald's 
employee in rural Penn‐
sylvania. 

As communists operat‐
ing in the United $tates, 
how are we to understand 
this event? What does the 
event itself and its result‐
ing fallout tell us about the 
political landscape we 
work within? If we wish to 
live up to the title of being 
Marxists, the only answer 
to these questions is that 
we must conduct a, as 
Lenin put it, “concrete 
analysis of concrete con‐

ditions.” Let us begin with the 
facts of the case. 

The Facts
The name of the alleged 

shooter is Luigi Mangione. As 
laid out in eir socalled ‘mani‐
festo’, Luigi’s motivation for the 
shooting is a disdain for   U.$. 
healthcare insurance companies 
in general and UnitedHealthcare 
in particular. The origin of this 
disdain likely lies in a combina‐
tion of Luigi’s persynal interac‐
tions with health insurance 
companies through eir struggles 
with back pain as well as the 
more widespread antagonism be‐
tween the U.$. population and 
health insurance companies. 

Luigi comes from a wellcon‐
nected family which has its roots 
in the suburbs of Baltimore, 
Maryland. Eir grandfather ran 
several successful business ven‐
tures which guaranteed employ‐
ment and prosperity for the next 
generations of the Mangione 
family as they have now taken the 
reins on the family businesses. 
Luigi emself attended a private 
high school before attending the 
Ivy League University of Penn‐
sylvania where ey got eir degree 
in computer science in 2020. Ac‐
cording to Luigi’s family and 
friends, ey ceased all communi‐
cation with them in July 2024. 
Presumably, Luigi spent the time 
between then and December 
planning the shooting, which we 
will now focus on.

As mentioned, the shooting 
itself took place on the morning 
of 4 December 2024. Interest‐
ingly, Luigi employed a 3D
printed firearm to commit the 
shooting, which marks the first 

time such a weapon has been 
used in such a highprofile case. 
Immediately after, Luigi evaded 
the swarms of police by traveling 
via foot, cab, and ebike before 
boarding a train towards Phila‐
delphia. Not much else is known 
about Luigi’s whereabouts and 
travels during the 5 days between 
the shooting and eir arrest in Al‐
toona, Pennsylvania. 

The biggest takeaway here is 
how easily Luigi evaded both the 
NYPD and the FBI for an ex‐
tended period of time. If Luigi 
had continued traveling, dis‐
carded the evidence ey carried on 
em, or put any effort into chang‐
ing eir appearance, it’s likely that 
ey would have never been 
caught. But this is simply specu‐
lation on our parts. Let us now 
turn from the objective facts of 
the case to the realm of ideology.

Luigi's Ideology
To understand why Luigi 

Mangione shot Brian Thompson, 
we must first understand eir ide‐
ology. The only clues we have to‐
wards this understanding are 
scattered social media posts as 
well as the aforementioned 
“manifesto” Luigi had on em 
when ey was arrested. While 
we’ll primarily focus on the 
“manifesto”, we will first high‐
light one of Luigi’s social media 
posts where ey reviews the writ‐
ings of Ted Kaczynski, also 
known as the Unabomber. In this 
review, Luigi highlights how 
Kaczynski was “rightfully im‐
prisoned” because ey “maimed 
innocent people” but that these 
were the actions of an “extreme 
political revolutionary.” Luigi’s 
review finishes by quoting multi‐
ple paragraphs from a Reddit 
comment expounding how vio‐
lence is the only method we have 
at our disposal to fight back 
against “our overlords.”  

Now, turning to the “mani‐
festo”, we wish to give our read‐
ers the fullest picture possible, so 
we have included below a full 
copy of the writing that was re‐
covered when Luigi was ar‐
rested: 

"To the Feds, I'll keep this short, 
because I do respect what you do 
for our country. To save you a 
lengthy investigation, I state 
plainly that I wasn't working with 
anyone. This was fairly trivial: 
some elementary social engi‐
neering, basic CAD, a lot of pa‐
tience. The spiral notebook, if 
present, has some straggling 
notes and To Do lists that illumi‐
nate the gist of it. My tech is 
pretty locked down because I 
work in engineering so probably 
not much info there. I do apolo‐
gize for any strife of traumas but 
it had to be done. Frankly, these 
parasites simply had it coming. A 
reminder: the US has the #1 most 
expensive healthcare system in 
the world, yet we rank roughly 
#42 in life expectancy. United is 
the [indecipherable] largest 
company in the US by market 
cap, behind only Apple, Google, 
Walmart. It has grown and 
grown, but as [sic] our life ex‐
pectancy? No the reality is, these 
[indecipherable] have simply 
gotten too powerful, and they 
continue to abuse our country for 

Luigi Mangione: 
Reaction or Revolution

Assad Falls; 
U.$. Reshapes the Mideast

Continued on page 9... 
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Damascus, the capital of 
Syria, fell to militia forces on 8 
December 2024. The collapse of 
Bashar alAssad's Ba'ath govern‐
ment in Syria is another setback 
for the resistance to U.$.I$rael 
aggression in the region. The last 
half century has also demon‐
strated the limitations of bour‐
geois nationalism in the Levant. 
While Syria has been the center 
of meddling by the imperialists 
and regional powers for decades, 
the Ba'ath government's failure is 
due to the bourgeois class' nature 
as a selfinterested minority that 
cannot fully represent the inter‐
ests of the nation.

The current civil war started 
during the socalled "Arab 
Spring" in 2011.(1) Popular 
protests that year led to state sup‐
pression of many of the more 
progressive forces. Meanwhile 
funding via U.$. proxies (Turkey, 
Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emi‐
rates) helped prop up extremist 
Sunniaffiliated militias. In the 
chaos that ensued, the Islamic 
State in Iraq and Syria(ISIS) 
arose to control most of Syria, in 
terms of area, and parts of Iraq by 
2014. At this point, the United 
$tates teamed up with the Kur‐
dish nationalist movement in 
Syria to form the Syrian Demo‐
cratic Forces (SDF) to prevent 
ISIS from completely taking over 
Syria, while Hezbollah and Iran 
fought ISIS on other fronts. A 
decade ago, it was clear the Assad 
government could not sustain it‐
self.

By 2024, the former alQaeda 
affiliate in Syria, AlNusra Front, 
had evolved into Hayat Tahrir al
Sham (HTS). HTS led a coalition 
of militias from the Idlib region 
to take Homs and then the capital 
of Damascus soon after. At the 
same time, the United $tates ral‐
lied the Revolutionary Com‐
mando Army from al Tanf region 
near the SyrianJordanIraq bor‐
der. Many of the 2000     U.$. 
troops currently in Syria are in al 
Tanf. Meanwhile, the Turkey
backed Syrian National Army 
(SNA) continues a war against 
the SDF in the North of Syria. 
The Syrian National Army has 
incorporated many former ISIS 
soldiers, and threatens to wipe 
out Kurds in regions bordering 
Turkey to serve Turkey's interests 
in suppressing the Kurdish inde‐
pendence movement.(2) But the 
U.$. sees SDF territory as theirs, 
so Turkey is limited by its NATO 
master on that front.

In coordination with the tak‐
ing of the capital by HTS, I$rael 
immediately seized strategic ter‐
ritory in the Golan Heights and 
destroyed Syria's military install‐
ments (reportedly 90% of their 
capacity). I$rael has seized the 
highest point in Syria and terri‐
tory that was granted to Syria as a 
buffer zone in a previous war. 
I$rael is now closer than ever to 
Damascus, with no Syrian mili‐
tary to stop them. This means the 
ability of Syria to stand as an in‐
dependent military force against 
the U.$./I$rael has been elimi‐
nated. This has led HTS to say 
they will not allow Palestinian 

Continued on page 4... 
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 What is Under Lock & Key?
Under Lock & Key (ULK) is the voice of 
the antiimperialist movement within 
prisons in the  United $tates. It serves 
as a forum to develop and promote ag‐
itational campaigns led by MIM(Pris‐
ons) and United Struggle from Within 
(USW). It is a free newsletter for pris‐
oners in the United $tates, edited and 
published by MIM(Prisons). It is mostly 
written and illustrated by USW and 
United Front for Peace in Prisons com‐
rades behind bars.

Fighting the injustice system is just one 
part of the antiimperialist struggle, and 
it is important that comrades do not 
lose sight of the connections to the 
larger battle. We welcome support and 
collaboration from those who are  fo‐
cused only on prison issues, but we 
also challenge them to see the impor‐
tance of carrying out their work as part 
of a larger antiimperialist strategy.

Our current battles in the United States 
are legally permitted. We encourage 
prisoners to join these battles while ex‐
plicitly discouraging them from engag‐
ing in any violence or  illegal acts. 
MIM(Prisons) and its publications ex‐
plicitly oppose the use of armed strug‐
gle at this time in the imperialist 
countries (including the United States).

What is United Struggle 
from Within?
United Struggle from Within (USW) is a 
MIM(Prisons)led mass organization for 
former and current U.$. prisoners. 
USW is explicitly antiimperialist in 
leading campaigns on behalf of U.$. 
prisoners in alliance with national liber‐
ation struggles in the United $tates and 
around the world. USW won't cham‐
pion struggles which are not in the in‐
terests of the international proletariat. It 
will also not choose one nation's strug‐
gles over other oppressed nations' 
struggles. USW should work indepen‐
dently, but under the guidance of 
MIM(Prisons), to build public opinion 
and independent institutions of the op‐
pressed in order to obtain state power 
independent of imperialism. Members 
don't have to agree with MIM(Prisons)'s 
six cardinal points, but they can't con‐
sciously disagree with any of them. 
See page 12 for campaign info.

What is AntiImperialist 
Prisoner Support?
Launched in 2020, AntiImperialist Pris‐
oner Support (AIPS) is a MIM(Prisons)
led mass organization for those on the 
outside who want to support antiimpe‐
rialist prisoner organizing. Specifically, 
AIPS members and  chapters will pro‐
vide support for existing MIM(Prisons)/
USW projects and help develop and 
support local campaigns to meet the 
needs of organizers inside.

What is MIM(Prisons)?
The Maoist Internationalist Ministry of 
Prisons, or MIM(Prisons), is a cell of 
revolutionaries serving the oppressed 
masses inside U.$. prisons. We uphold 
the revolutionary communist ideology 
of MarxismLeninismMaoism and work 
from the vantage point of the Third 
World proletariat.

Imperialism is the number one enemy 
of the majority of the world's people; 
we cannot achieve our goal of ending 
all oppression without overthrowing im‐
perialism. History has shown that the 
imperialists will wage  war before they 
will allow an end to oppression.

As revolutionary internationalists, we 
support the selfdetermination of all na‐
tions and peoples. We support nations 
which choose to delink from the imperi‐
alist economy, including the right of the 
internal semicolonies to secede from 
the United $tates. Today,  the U.$. 
prison system is a major part of the im‐
perialist state used to prevent the self
determination of oppressed nations. It 
is for this reason that we see prisoners 
in this country as being at the forefront 
of any antiimperialist and revolutionary 
movement.

While our organization focuses on  
prisoner support, we believe that there 

is a dire need for Maoists to do orga‐
nizing and educational work in many 
areas in the United $tates. We hope 
people are inspired by our example 
around prisons and apply it to their own 
work to create more Maoist cells and 
broaden the Maoist movement behind 
enemy lines.

MIM(Prisons) expresses general unity 
with all  other groups and outbreaks 
against imperialism; mass movements 
against oppression have as many 
forms as forms of power. In this spirit, 
we insist on telling the uncompromised 
truth and discussing and criticizing the 
strategy and tactics of any given ac‐
tion. MIM(Prisons) encourages every‐
one, communist or not, to be involved 
in the struggle against imperialism. 
MIM(Prisons) distinguishes itself from 
other groups on the six points below. 
We consider other organizations ac‐
tively upholding these points to be fra‐
ternal.

1. Communism is our goal. Commu‐
nism is a society where no group has 
power over any other group.

2. Dictatorship of the proletariat is 
necessary. In a dictatorship of the pro‐
letariat the formerly exploited majority 
dictates to the minority (who promoted 
exploitation) how society is to be run. 
In the case of imperialist nations, a 
Joint Dictatorship  of the Proletariat of 
the Oppressed Nations (JDPON) must 
play this role where there is no internal 
proletariat or significant mass base that 
favors communism.

3. We promote a united front with all 
who oppose imperialism. The road to 
the JDPON over the imperialist nations 
involves uniting all who can be united 
against imperialism. We cannot fight 
imperialism and fight others who are 
engaged in lifeanddeath conflicts with 
imperialism at the same time. Even im‐
perialist nation classes can be allies in 
the united front under certain condi‐
tions.

4. A parasitic class dominates the 
first World countries. As Marx, En‐
gels and Lenin formulated and MIM  
Thought has expanded through materi‐
alist analysis, imperialism extracts su‐
perprofits from the Third World and in 
part uses this wealth  to buy off whole 
populations of socalled workers. 
These socalled workers bought off by 
imperialism form a new sector of the 
pettybourgeoisie called the labor aris‐
tocracy; they are not a vehicle for Mao‐
ism. Those who work in the economic 
interests of the First World labor aris‐
tocracy form the mass  base for imperi‐
alism's tightening deathgrip on the 
Third World.

5. New bourgeoisies will form under 
socialism. Mao led the charge to ex‐
pose the bourgeoisie that developed 
within the communist party in the So‐
viet Union and the campaign to bom‐
bard the headquarters in his own 
country of China. Those experiences 
demonstrated the necessity of continu‐
ous revolution under the dictatorship of 
the proletariat. The class struggle does 
not end until the state has been abol‐
ished and communism is reached.

6. The Great Proletarian Cultural 
Revolution in China was the furthest 
advancement toward communism in 
history. We uphold the Soviet Union 
until the death of Stalin in 1953, fol‐
lowed by the People's Republic of 
China through 1976, as the best exam‐
ples of modern socialism in practice. 
The arrest of the "Gang of Four" in 
China and the rise of Khrushchev in the 
Soviet  Union marked the restoration of 
capitalism in those countries. Other ex‐
periments in developing socialism in 
the 20th century failed to surpass the 
Soviet model (i.e. Albania), or worse, 
stayed within the capitalist mode of 
production, generally due to a failure to 
break with the Theory of Productive 
Forces.

On Prisons & Prisoners
MIM(Prisons) seeks to build public 
opinion against Amerika's criminal in‐
justice system with proletarian justice. 
The bourgeois injustice system impris‐
ons and executes a disproportionately 
large and growing number of op‐
pressed people while letting the biggest 
mass murderers – the imperialists – 
roam free. Imperialism is not opposed 
to murder or theft. It only insists that 
these crimes be committed in the inter‐

est of the bourgeoisie.

ALL U.$. citizens  are criminals – ac‐
complices and accessories to the 
crimes of U.$. oppression globally until 
the day U.$. imperialism is overcome. 
All U.$. citizens should start from the 
point of view that they are reforming 
criminals.

MIM(Prisons) does not advocate that 
all prisoners go free today; we have a 
more effective program for fighting 
crime as was demonstrated in China 
prior to the restoration of capitalism 
there in 1976. We say that all prisoners 
are political prisoners because under 
the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, all 
imprisonment is substantively political. 
It is our responsibility to exert revolu‐
tionary leadership and conduct political 
agitation  and organization among pris‐
oners – whose material conditions 
make them an overwhelmingly revolu‐
tionary group. Some prisoners should 
and will work on selfcriticism under a 
future dictatorship of the proletariat in 
those cases in which prisoners really 
did do something wrong by proletarian 
standards.

Free Political Books for 
Prisoners
Our Free Political Books for Prisoners 
Program is a Serve the People (STP) 
program founded  on the model of the 
Black Panther Party's Breakfast for 
Schoolchildren and other STP pro‐
grams, and on the basis of Mao's em‐
phasis that communists should serve 
the people in everything we do. The 
purpose of the Free Books for Prison‐
ers program is to help prisoners turn 
their time under lock and key into a 
time to develop their politics and build 
with us toward the beginnings of a 
more just and productive society. We 
collect and send out political, legal and 
historical books primarily (we also have 
some dictionaries and other reference 
items that are useful for writers and 
jailhouse lawyers). The materials we 
distribute are selected to help people 
study the conditions under which they 
are living and to turn their knowledge 
into political organizing.

We know that many of our subscribers 
lack financial resources, and this 
should not be a barrier to education. 
Because our purpose is to organize, 
we expect that comrades will exchange 
work for the books we send. You 
should write articles for ULK, create 
revolutionary art, form study groups 
with other comrades and work through 
the study group to educate  and orga‐
nize, share our literature and expand 
our mailing list, lead campaigns against 
local examples of oppression, or come 
up with other ways to contribute to the 
struggle. If you can afford to send do‐
nations, and if your facility rules allow, 
sending us stamps is the best way to 
donate. We can always use them to get 
you more books or to help other com‐
rades who cannot afford to pay for their 
books.

We can send you a list of specific titles 
that we currently have available, but it 
is better to request general topic areas 
or include substitutions because our 
stock is constantly changing. The liter‐
ature list also lists prices for the books 
we send in if you want to purchase 
them, but again, lack of funds will not 
keep you from getting literature, but 
lack of  political work will. We ask you 
to help us build MIM(Prisons) and 
United Struggle from Within through 
your own work in exchange for the 
books. If you would like to receive 
books  from MIM(Prisons)'s Free Books 
for Prisoners program, please let us 
know the subject areas you are inter‐
ested in, and the work you are doing in 
exchange.

Fight Censorship
Under Lock & Key, MIM Theory, study 
materials, letters, and even books like 
dictionaries have been censored by the 
state. If your MIM(Prisons) correspon‐
dence is censored, the first thing you 
need to know is that you are not alone 
in struggling to get your mail and read‐
ing materials. You will need to be pre‐
pared to do the work yourself (making 
copies of rejection notices, filing griev‐
ances, sending copies of these docu‐
ments to us), but we can send 
instructions on how to do this. In some 
cases, we can support your appeals 
with letters of our own.

These are some basic steps we recom‐
mend to everyone in prison:

1. Find out now what the prison rules 
say about your right to receive mail and 
reading materials. You should read this 
policy carefully and get a copy for your 
file if  possible. You can also send us 
copies of the rules to post on  our web‐
site as a resource for the public.

2. Find out what the prison's implemen‐
tation of these policies is like. Many 
times the policy looks reasonable on 
paper, but the prison staff behaves to‐
tally out of line. Ask around.

3. To keep our correspondence going, 
write to us every 6 months. If you're 
writing us regularly and are not getting 
any mail from us, there's a problem  
with your mail delivery. Do not assume 
we are ignoring you.

4. If your correspondence with us is 
censored, it is very important that you 
keep copies of all the paperwork, (re‐
jection notices, grievances, etc.) and 
send us copies of these as well. Often 
this is the only way we find out that our 
mail has been censored. Once we 
know of the censorship, we can work 
with you to fight it.

Spread ULK
Let others read the literature we send 
you. Talk to potential comrades about 
our politics and work, and have them 
write in to get put on our mailing list. 
Our subscribers (you) play a vital role 
in the growth of our mailing list. Re‐
member, a subscription is free to U.$. 
prisoners!

Administrative Details
Your subscription will be active for 6 
months  after each time you write to us. 
If we do not hear from you for 6 
months, you will be automatically re‐
moved from the mailing list. We recom‐
mend writing to us regularly so you 
don't lose track of when to update your  
subscription. For people outside of 
prison, all issues of ULK, plus addi‐
tional reports from within U.$. prisons, 
are available on the website www.pris‐
oncensorship.info. If you would like 
to become a ULK distributor, get in 
touch.

Your address: Please send us as de‐
tailed an address as possible, including 
your full legal name, prison and  unit 
name, prison ID #, street address and 
P.O. Box, city, state, and 9digit zip 
code. Please check with the mailroom 
to make sure you have the correct in‐
formation.

Releases: Let us know if you are look‐
ing at a (possible) release date in the 
next two years. We recently beefed up 
our release support, and it includes a 
lot of setup while you're still locked up. 
Also let us know your expected ad‐
dress postrelease if you have one. 
Even if it is only the address of a rela‐
tive who you think will be in the same 
place for a while, this could be the dif‐
ference between losing contact and 
staying in touch and politically active 
after you are released.

Your persynal papers: Do not send us 
legal papers that pertain to your case 
unless you have checked with us first. 
In general, we cannot do anything with 
your legal papers as we do not have 
the resources to get involved in individ‐
uals' cases. We also cannot return 
them to you. Rather than focus on only 
your case, we strongly encourage com‐
rades to write articles about the political 
implications of their situation, and work 
on cases that will positively impact the 
ability for prisoners to organize against 
imperialism and capitalism.

Please do not send us your only copies 
of artwork, articles or other writings un‐
less you are certain that you will not 
need them in the future. Comrades 
have requested that we make copies of 
their work and send these copies back. 
Doing this takes up time and money 
that would otherwise  go to filling book 
requests, fighting censorship and an‐
swering letters.

Other Resources
 
PARC provides a free resource guide 
for prisoners. Tell them you heard 
about them from MIM(Prisons): 
 Prison Activist Resource Center
 PO Box 70447 Oakland, CA 94612 

Inside Books Project sends free 
books and a resource guide to prison‐
ers in Texas. Inside Books Projects, 
3106 E. 14 1/2 Street
Austin, Texas 78702
insidebooksproject@gmail.com

United front for Peace in 
Prisons  Statement of 
Principles
The basis of any real unity comes from 
an agreement  on certain key ideas. 
This statement does not grant authority 
to any party over any other party. We 
are mutually accountable to each other 
to uphold these points in order to re‐
main active participants in this united 
front.

PEACE: WE organize to end the need‐
less conflicts and violence within the U.
$. prison environment. The oppressors 
use divide and conquer strategies so 
that we fight each other instead of 
them. We will  stand together and de‐
fend ourselves from oppression.

UNITY: WE strive to unite with those 
facing the same struggles as us for our 
common interests. To maintain unity we 
have to keep an open line of network‐
ing and communication, and ensure we 
address any situation with true facts. 
This is needed because of how the pigs 
utilize tactics such as rumors, snitches 
and  fake communications to divide and 
keep division among the oppressed. 
The pigs see the end of their control 
within our unity.

GROWTH: WE recognize the impor‐
tance of education and freedom to 
grow in order to build real unity. We 
support members within our organiza‐
tion who leave and embrace other po‐
litical organizations and concepts that 
are within the antiimperialist struggle. 
Everyone should get in where they fit 
in. Similarly, we recognize the right of 
comrades to leave our organization if 
we fail to live up to the principles and 
purpose of the United Front for Peace 
in Prisons.

INTERNATIONALISM: WE struggle for 
the liberation of all oppressed people. 
While we are often referred to as "mi‐
norities" in this country, and we often 
find those who are in the same boat as 
us opposing us,  our confidence in 
achieving our mission comes from our 
unity with all oppressed nations who 
represent the vast majority globally. We 
cannot liberate ourselves when partici‐
pating in  the oppression of other na‐
tions.

INDEPENDENCE: WE build our own 
institutions and programs independent 
of the United $tates government and all 
its branches, right down to the local po‐
lice, because this system does not 
serve us. By developing independent 
power through these institutions we do 
not need to compromise our goals.

How to join the United 
Front?
• Study and uphold the five principles 
above.

• Send your organization's name  and a 
statement of unity to MIM(Prisons). 
Your statement can explain what the 
united front principles mean to your or‐
ganization, how they relate to your 
work, why they are important, etc.

• Develop peace and unity between 
factions where you are at on the basis 
of opposing oppression of all prisoners 
and oppressed people in general. 
Campaign around the September 9 
Day of Peace and Solidarity.

• Send reports on your progress to Un‐
der Lock & Key. Did you develop a 
peace treaty or protocol that is work‐
ing? Send it in for others to study. Is 
your unity based on actions? Send us 
reports on the organizing you are do‐
ing.

• Keep educating your members. The 
more educated your members are, the 
more unity you can develop, and the 
stronger your organization can be‐
come. Unity comes from the inside out. 
By uniting internally, we can better 
unite with others as well. Contact 
MIM(Prisons) if you need additional 
materials to educate your members in 
history, politics and economics.
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At the end of every year, 
MIM(Prisons) does an 
assessment of our work and 
finances and we plan for the new 
year. We also solicit reports, 
criticisms and selfcriticisms 
from USW comrades. We were a 
little late on that this year, so 
perhaps we will have more for 
next issue of ULK.

While most are finding it hard 
to predict what the next Trump 
regime will bring, it is clear from 
this choice that imperialism is in 
crisis. The uncertainty and threat 
of instability from things like 
tariffs, deportations and 
defunding important social 
programs do not bode well for the 
future of U.$. imperialism or 
stability of the current world 
order of U.$. domination. There 
are clear cracks in the latter, 
despite 2024 being a series of 
shortterm victories for the U.$. 
empire in the Levant (Middle 
East).

The coming upheaval of the 
current system requires 
preparation and organization. 
Since the dissolution of the 
original MIM in 2008, we cannot 
say that the MIM has seen 
significant growth. The prison 
ministry did accomplish a lot in 
the decade from 2008 to 2018, 
reaching new heights in MIM's 
prisoner support work. In U.$. 
prisons we saw significant 
growth and some amazing 
actions of mass solidarity. As 
longtime readers know, 
MIM(Prisons) took some major 
setbacks in 2020 and we've been 
regrouping since. In that period 
we've successfully expanded our 
online recruitment. We've also 
seen a significant growth in MIM 
line in online communities that 
MIM(Prisons) has never or no 
longer participates in (see our 6 
points on opposite page). This 
has come along with a general 
growth in "Maoist" groups 
popping up, evolving and 
dissolving, though most of these 
groups do not uphold the 3 
cardinals. All of this indicates 
change in favor of the growth of 
our forces here on occupied 
Turtle Island.

Assessing 2024
In the last few years we have 

revamped and relaunched all of 
our educational programs for 
prisoners, which were all non
operational by 2020. We've also 
begun running them online. In 
2024, we saw another significant 
expansion of our educational 
engagement with prisoners with 
the relaunching of our study 
group for USW leaders through 
the University of Maoist Thought 
(UMT). Meanwhile, every year, 
comrades inside and outside 
continue to complete our intro 
study courses. These education 
programs are the first step to 
building the leaders we need to 
grow our movement.

Beyond just education, 2024 
marked the beginning of the 
intentional building of the MIM
led united front. By MIMled we 
mean ideologically, not a 
centralized organization. While 
still in its early stages, these 
discussions have been fruitful, 
involving people in cadre orgs 
and mass orgs that are doing real 
work in the antiimperialist 
movement outside of prisons.

To be prepared for the 
changes to come, we must 
continue on these fronts. We must 

educate more allies into leaders, 
through both study groups and 
pushing them to engage in 
practical work. And we must 
continue to develop our networks 
and infrastructure to support real 
fighting forces in the future. 

In 2024, our readership in 
prisons has continued its steady 
decline dating back to 2016. We 
didn't receive a lot of feedback 
last year on the possible causes of 
this, but some factors include: 
drugs, tablets, digital mail, more 
longterm isolation, and a general 
decline in the prison movement.

We had less prisoners write us 
in 2024 than any other year in our 
existence. This translated to 
another decrease in donations. A 
few years ago we accomplished 
our longstanding goal of having 
prisoners fund 10% of ULK 
costs. This seemed to be a result 
of Covid money. Since then 
donations have returned to the 
more normal rate, but with less 
people writing us that's an overall 
decrease in donations. The 
percent of ULK costs covered by 
prisoner donations dropped to 
about 4.2% in 2024, down from 
11.5% in 2022.

On the other hand, this 
summer we distributed far more 
copies of ULK on the streets than 
ever before as part of our effort to 
link the prison movement to the 
student movement for Palestine. 
We got close to our goal of 
matching distribution inside 
prisons. And our donations from 
outside supporters (outside of 
MIM(Prisons)) reached an all 
time high as well to help pay for 
those papers.

Overall, our budget was very 
stable between 2023 and 2024, 
and much of the small increase 
was due to us expanding our 
operations in other locations.

Other than continuing our 
regular publication of ULK each 
season, we also put the finishing 
touches on our paper "Why the 
International Communist 
Movement (ICM) Must Break 
with the Legacy of the 
Revolutionary Internationalist 
Movement (RIM)". This paper is 
an important summary of the 
MIM struggle against the 
Revolutionary Communist 
Party(U$A) in the realm of the 

ICM, pointing out key 
differences between us and the 
various revisionists claiming 
Maoism to this day.

New for 2025
We have a number of things 

planned for this year already.

As whitehouse.gov removes 
all Spanishlangague content, we 
are excited to announce the 
relaunch of our Spanish page (or 
section) that will start in ULK 89. 
We already have a Spanish 
version of our current letter 
introducing United Struggle from 
Within and MIM(Prisons), and 
will have a Spanish version of the 
intro study course level 1 soon. 
So if you know people who are 
interested in studying with us in 
Spanish have them write in for 
that. We are also looking for 
incarcerated translators to help 
contribute to this important 
project.

We are already making 
progress in 2025 towards our 
unachieved goal of establishing 
local AIPS chapters with local 
outreach, regular meetings, 
educational events, and 
campaign support for comrades 
inside. This should continue to 
expand our ability to correspond 
with prisoners and attempt to 
rebuild interest in U.$. prisons 
around our work.

We will be pushing the 
September 9th Day of Peace and 
Solidarity, on the anniversary of 
Attica, on the streets in the forms 
of fasting, political work and 
study, and possibly larger events 
as we have promoted inside 
prisons for a decade now. We 
have not seen much activity 
around this inside prisons in 
recent years, so we hope this will 
inspire that again and that we can 
reinforce each others' efforts 
around 9/9.

The relaunch of our study 
group for USW leaders has been 
very successful overall. 
Specifically, it has brought 
together some of our most 
enthusiastic and advanced 
thinkers within the New Afrikan 
Independence Movement, 
creating momentum around more 
proactive work in that realm. We 
will be continuing this study and 
looking to produce work from it 
for the broader movement.

Join Us
Imperialism will keep 

providing opportunities for 
resistance as its internal 
contradictions only continue to 
heighten. It has been some time 
since we've seen real 
opportunities within the United 
$tates, and it remains one of the 
most stable places in the world. 
Yet, now is the time to build. 
Opportunities are close enough 
that people are getting interested 
in real change, but we must build 
before real crisis ensues and the 
existing dominant forces sweep 
away our efforts because we were 
not prepared. 

Since 2020 we've seen a 
persistent slow and steady 
growth. We need your help to 
sustain that growth into the 
future. ■

ON "OBJECTIVE" REPORTING

ULK relies on our comrades behind 
bars to report on conditions and events 
inside prisons. We track the history and 
reliability of our writers and, when pos‐
sible, we double check facts in the arti‐
cles. But there will always be some 
facts we cannot verify before printing. 
Our readers are encouraged to let us 
know if they have information that con‐
tradicts what they see in ULK. Yet, rec‐
ognize that no matter how much the 
bourgeoisie tries to pretend, reporting 
is never completely objective or devoid 
of political content. MIM(Prisons) will 
always report from the perspective of 
the international proleteriat and on the 
issues that best serve their interests.

2025 New Year 's  Statement

by Clark of AntiImperialist 
Prisoner Support

January 2025

MIM(Prisons) regularly 
publishes articles speaking on 
the reprehensible conditions in   
U.$. prisons. Why do oppressed 
nationalities suffer these life 
conditions disproportionately, 
and what is the solution? 

The United $tates has been 
the largest economy in the world 
for some time. How is that 
possible? It is made possible 
because the United $tates reaps 
this profit out of the Third World. 
Many people know this 
subconsciously, but do not put all 
the pieces together. There is a 
common joke about Asian 
children making smartphones, 
but we do not question why this 
is the case. It is the case because 
it is profitable for the United 
$tates, because the company 
makes more profit when they pay 
lower wages, then these 
commodities are brought to the 
United $tates and sold for cheap, 
and everyone here benefits. The 
company makes a profit and the 
Amerikans get cheap goods. 
That much is clear from a 
cursory look, and proved by the 
recent literature on "unequal 
exchange."

It is obvious why the Third 
World is placed into poverty by 
this system, but why the 
oppressed nationalities within 
the United $tates? Historically, 
the internal semicolonies were 
sources of wealth as well, but 
today it is a question of 
distributing that wealth from the 
Third World. The Amerikan 
nation recognizes, consciously 
or unconsciously, that they have 
an interest in keeping their 
plunder to themselves. For that 
reason, Black and Brown people 
are excluded from employment, 
education, housing, and all the 
benefits of Amerikan empire. 
Racism, therefore, is the way that 
Amerikans assert their economic 
interest in keeping others from 
getting ahold of their money.

The movement against 
racism stems mostly from the 
desire of the oppressed 
nationalities to integrate into the 
empire; the desire here is for an 
empire free of national bigotry, 
wherein the currently oppressed 
nations have equal access to the 
wealth which is pulled out of the 
Third World, the globally 
oppressed nations. Anyone with 
two eyes, however, can see that 
this struggle has been raging for 
decades without an end in sight. 

What is the Solution?

Continued on page 7... 
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militants to train in Syria 
anymore. 

Over the last decade plus, 
hundreds of armed organizations 
have operated across Syria; a 
condition that is hard for us in the 
United $tates to imagine. The sit‐
uation continues to be chaotic in 
Syria, and those much more fa‐
miliar than us have a hard time 
knowing what is going on on the 
ground. It is clear that U.$. intel‐
ligence had a good sense of the 
balance of forces and was able to 
foster this takeover by HTS and 
others in very short time.

Shortterm Impacts

Despite the reactionary nature 
of the Assad regime, which led to 
its quick collapse in December, 
Syria has served as a base of re‐
sistance for the region for over 
half a century. This is why, in the 
shortterm, we see the fall of As‐
sad as a bad thing for the antiim‐
perialist movement, despite 
being inevitable. 

Syria was a transit corridor for 
resources from Iran to Hezbollah 
in Lebanon, this has been dis‐
rupted. Syria can now serve as 
corridor for I$rael to reach and 
attack Iran. The overthrow of As‐
sad is another shortterm setback 
in the resistance to U.$. imperial‐
ism in the region following 
I$rael's successes in decapitating 
Hezbollah in Lebanon and 
Hamas in Palestine. The recent 
peace deal between Hezbollah 
and I$rael also indicated a victory 
for the U.$. camp.

Five days after taking power, 
HTS declared that all Palestinian 
resistance forces must demilita‐
rize. Palestinian factions, includ‐
ing Fatah, the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP), and the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of PalestineGen‐
eral Command (PFLPGC), the 
Saiqa, and Palestinian Islamic Ji‐
had (PIJ) Martyr Ali Aswad 
Brigade, have had a presence in 
Syria as guests of the government 
for decades. The refugee camp 
"Yarmouk", near Damascus, is 
the center of the Palestinian dias‐
pora. Beginning with the Nakba 
in 1948, most Palestinians have 
been forced off of their land by 
I$raeli settlers, and therefore live 
in what are now separate coun‐

tries like 
Lebanon, Jordan 
and Syria. With 

the peace deal in Lebanon, I$rael 
is trying to demilitarize Arabs 
there next. By cutting off the 
bases of operation of the Pales‐
tinian movement and the flow of 
supplies, I$rael is remaking the 
region for a complete suppres‐
sion of the liberation movement.

After more than two years 
without a president, Lebanon's 
parliament chose Joseph Aoun 
on 9 January 2025. This U.$.
backed candidate clinched the 
vote after the Hezbollahfavored 
candidate withdrew. Aoun, like 
HTS, has pledged to demilitarize 
any groups outside the Lebanese 
army. Hezbollah has long been 
the strongest military force in 
Lebanon, while participating in a 
multiparty government. Ac‐
cording to the peace deal be‐
tween I$rael and Hezbollah, 
I$rael had 60 days to withdraw 
from southern Lebanon. They 
have not done so as Hezbollah 
has also not demilitarized from 
the south as agreed to in the deal.

Sanction Wars

While the December events 
were swift, the overthrow of As‐
sad was a U.$. operation dating 
back decades, through low inten‐
sity military and economic war‐
fare. In 2002 Undersecretary of 
State John Bolton added Syria to 
the list of President Bush Jr's 
"Axis of Evil" countries, justify‐
ing economic sanctions, which 
the Amerikans get their allies to 
enforce as well.

Sanctions are economic war‐
fare. Just like when you drop 
bombs on a country, sanctions 
often result in suffering and death 
of the civilian population. The 
fearmongering around Russian 
election interference is a joke 
compared to what the Amerikans 
have been doing for decades, 
starving people to force them to 
change their political alle‐
giances. 

According to the Interna‐
tional Monetary Fund (IMF), 
Syria's oil sales in 2010 would 
have been around $3.2 billion or 
25% of the state's revenue. But 
war and sanctions put an end to 
that within a year. Oil extraction 
in Syria was first done by an 
Amerikan beginning in 1956. By 

1958, Syria was part of Nasser's 
United Arab Republic (UAR), 
which seized the oil fields and 
machinery from the Amerikan 
company. When the Ba'ath Party 
took over a couple years later, 
with the dissolution of the UAR, 
they kept the oil fields national‐
ized. By 2013, ISIS controlled 
most of the oil fields and were 
using them to raise money. Assad 
stated that ISIS had two partners 
in stealing the Syrian oil since 
2014: Recep Tayyip Erdoğan of 
Turkey and the Amerikans. 
China has echoed Assad on this 
point. In November 2019 Trump 
said to the press that "We’re 
keeping the oil, we have the oil, 
the oil is secure, we left troops 
behind only for the oil," referring 
to northern Syria controlled by 
SDF.(3)

The U.$. imperialists want to 
monopolize the global oil supply 
as much as possible and ensure 
that all major oil producing 
economies are selling their oil in 
U.$. dollars. This allows the U.$. 
dollar to maintain an inflated 
value in global commodity ex‐
change (by forcing countries that 
need to buy oil from OPEC coun‐
tries to have a stash of U.$. cur‐
rency on hand). A secondary 
effect is that it makes it harder for 
countries sanctioned by the U.$. 
to buy oil (forcing the use of 
proxies to access U.$. currency 
and do business with OPEC). 
This allows the Amerikans to ar‐
tificially control inflation of 
U$D, while currencies in other 
countries like Syria, or Nigeria 
(see p.8), take on that burden.

The Revolutionary Com‐
mando Army, paid by the 
Amerikans, was making 12 times 
what the Syrian Army was pay‐
ing, thanks to inflation crippling 
the value of the lira, or Syrian 
pound. This inflation can be 
blamed on the U.$.imposed 
sanctions. However, it is also a 
characteristic of a capitalist 
economy. There is a reason why 
socialist China did not have in‐
flation despite U.$. sanctions on 
the Communist Party of China.
(4) And there is a reason why in‐
flationary forces and financial 
markets threaten the Chinese 
economy today, after 50 years of 
capitalism. Similarly, the Ba'ath 
economy was susceptible to 
these problems and more. Na‐
tionalist policies can slow the ef‐

fects of capitalism, but cannot 
eliminate them like socialism 
does.

The Limits of Bourgeois Na‐
tionalism

The weakness of the bour‐
geois Syrian state is also re‐
flected in Russia's unwillingness 
to get involved and Assad's sud‐
den fleeing of the country leaving 
his army with no clear leadership 
for resistance. If there was a way 
to maintain Ba'ath rule, Russia 
would have wanted that. Contrast 
Assad to Sadaam Hussein in Iraq 
who faced a trial, and was exe‐
cuted by hanging while calling 
for a united Arab resistance to U.
$. imperialism and a free Arab 
Palestine. The Ba'ath parties in 
both countries come from a nom‐
inally panArab and nationalist 
background. But we see how cir‐
cumstance exposes them as in‐
consistent allies against 
imperialism.

When the Arab Socialist 
Ba'ath Party emerged, about a 
third of the world's population 
was living under socialism, most 
of them in the Soviet Union or 
China. The Syrian Communist 
Party was the other party with 
broad mass support. These influ‐
ences pushed a panArab line 
with prosocial economic poli‐
cies in the early Ba'ath Party. 
Ba'ath was the radical alternative 
to Nasserism and originally mo‐
bilized the peasantry in Syria via 
land redistribution. The father of 
Bashar alAssad led a coup that 
abandoned this path, and focused 
on serving the urban capitalist 
class. Today the national and re‐
gional economic projects of the 
1960s are impossible as war and 
divisions have become dominant 
under imperialist influence.

The way the Assad regime 
folded was a sign of its own inter‐
nal weakness. Of course, this 
came after 13 years of more or 
less constant imperialist med‐
dling and instigating of civil war. 
But the resistance in Gaza has not 
folded after 75+ years, while the 
once stable and relatively power‐
ful Syrian government folded in a 
matter of days. This speaks to the 
internal contradictions. While 
parties like Ba'ath and Hezbollah 
have served to suppress commu‐
nist organizations, the conditions 
in Palestine have united the na‐
tion to the extent that commu‐

nists and bourgeois nationalists 
are waging guerrilla warfare in 
conjunction against the occupiers 
just days before a cease fire is ex‐
pected to begin (see p.5). Now 
that Assad's government has 
fallen, Syria faces greater chaos, 
allowing the imperialists to play 
forces off against each other.

Neocolony of U.$. or Ji‐
hadist Caliphate?

While the general media pro‐
paganda in the United $tates has 
been to celebrate the takeover in 
Syria, the more thoughtful 
Amerikans are concerned that 
HTS is "former al Qaeda." They 
see conservative religious views 
of such groups and lump them in 
with Christians in the U.$. gov‐
ernment who are fighting against 
abortion rights and diversity. On 
top of that is the racialized view 
of Muslims as foreign, other, and 
dangerous. But for the proletariat 
"al Qaeda" is not necessarily a 
negative, and the network contin‐
ues to capitalize on the percep‐
tion that they are fighting U.$. 
(and allied) imperialism.

Some real red flags for the 
proletariat to look out for are 
things like doing your first inter‐
view on CNN within hours of 
taking power, moving to neutral‐
ize threats to I$rael, letting I$rael 
seize territories of the former 
state, and the number 1 red flag to 
look out for: courting positive 
business relations with   U.$. im‐
perialism. These are all things 
HTS leaders have already done.

Osama bin Laden is rolling 
over in his watery grave as these 
rebranded al Qaeda leaders of 
HTS have become the tip of the   
U.$. imperialist spear in Syria. 
But what appears to be the rise of 
a clear U.$. puppet, emerged 
from the antiimperialist bour‐
geois nationalism that dominates 
the Muslim resistance today. 
Their bourgeois character ulti‐
mately comes into contradiction 
with their nationalist claims.

As Marxists we look at class 
interests, and class interests in the 
form of national interests, to de‐
termine who are our friends and 
who are our enemies. And the 
majority of people in the Levant 
are proletariat and peasantry. 
Palestine is clearly included in 
the proletarian camp, despite 

... Continued from p. 1 ...Syria

Iran

Map of forces in Syria, December 2024

West Bank (Palestine)

Continued on next page... 
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their economic structure limiting 
class development and perhaps 
being dominated by a lumpen
proletariat or semiproletariat.(5)

Much has been made of the 
foreign nature of HTS, that it is a 
transnational group of ragtag ex‐
tremists. But this too just feeds 
into neocolonial thinking. Ex‐
pelling the foreigners is progres‐
sive when aimed at the 
imperialists. But this is a specific 
brand of foreigner. And the impe‐
rialists can easily pull together a 
group of bornandbred Syrians 
that will be happy to run the 
country for their Amerikan spon‐
sors. So the oppressed must 
guard against this form of narrow 
nationalism.

Syrian nationalism may turn 
against HTS, but it is not clear 
who will take their place and how 
they will be any better. The na‐
tional question is not clear in a 
country whose borders were cre‐
ated by the U.$. and French im‐
perialists in 1948. Like many 
political forces in the region, the 
Ba'ath Party came from panArab 
roots, that see one Arab nation 
that is destined to dissolve the 
imperialist imposed boundaries. 
Syria even briefly formed the 
United Arab Republic by merg‐
ing with Egypt towards this goal. 
More recently, ISIS united broad 
regions of Iraq and Syria for a 
short period, though against the 
will of many in the region. What 
is clear is that the Arab people of 
the region share a common inter‐
est, and should be working to‐
gether to meet that common 
interest. Currently I$rael is 
crushing the attempts at doing so.

The New "President" of 
Syria

Abu Mohammad alJulani is 
the leader of HTS, who united the 
various forces that fought to 
overthrow Assad. He has re‐
turned to using his birth name of 
Ahmed Hussein alSharaa. While 
he indicated it would be up to 
four years before elections would 
occur again in Syria, National 
Public Radio quickly began re‐
ferring to em as the "President of 
Syria." The U.$. State Depart‐
ment also lifted the $10 million 
reward it had long offered for al

Sharaa's capture on 20 December 
2024, another indication of how 
the Amerikans are viewing the 
take over.

In 2021, alSharaa did an in‐
terview with Frontline where ey 
said ey was radicalized by the 
Palestinian Second Intifada, stat‐
ing, "I started thinking about how 
I could fulfill my duties, defend‐
ing a people who are oppressed 
by occupiers and invaders." Then 
alQaeda's attacks on 9/11 in‐
spired em to travel to Iraq to fight 
the U.$. invasion in 2003 as a 
soldier with alQaeda. Ey was ar‐
rested by the Amerikans in 2006 
and imprisoned for 5 years. Ey 
was released, coincidentally dur‐
ing the start of the Syrian revolu‐
tion in 2011 and began 
immediately working to build al
Qaeda in Syria, which ey called 
Jabahat alNusra, or in the U.$. 
media referred to as AlNusra 
Front. AlNusra eventually 
emerged at the center of power 
plays between the Islamic State 
and alQaeda. The differences 
between these groups may be 
mostly about power struggles 
and not ideology. However, ISIS 
was initiated by alQaeda affili‐
ated people who thought they 
weren't moving fast enough to 
liberate the land. AlNusra 
seemed to have a similar strategy, 
which is what led to confronta‐
tion with ISIS. In the end, HTS 
was militarily fighting both ISIS 
and alQaeda to govern Idlib 
province in the years prior to 
seizing Damascus, while benefit‐
ing from Turkish economic sup‐
port.

U.$. State Department aide 
Jake Sullivan told Hillary Clin‐
ton that "AQ [AlQaeda] is on 
our side in Syria" in 2012, refer‐
ring to the AlNusra Front.

State of Imperialist Forces

Russia's lack of action in 
Syria, compared to years past, is 
a sign of their military overex‐
tension with the war in Ukraine. 
They lost a strategic naval base in 
the Mediterranean Sea without a 
fight with the fall of the Assad 
regime. Like the United $tates, 
they seemed aware of the Syrian 
government's inability to sustain 
itself and cut its losses, which 
were significant.

Recently a comrade wrote us 
asking about what are we waiting 
for to start the revolution here in 
occupied Turtle Island. Well a lot 
of things. From the Russian Rev‐
olution, Lenin taught us that a 
revolutionary situation is defined 
by the masses and the ruling class 
realizing the impossibility of 
continuing in the old way. In ad‐
dition, an actual end to U.$. im‐
perialism becomes possible 
when it finds itself overextended 
militarily. This is clearly not the 
case as it is effectively exerting 
its interests on the other side of 
the world via proxies like I$rael, 
Ukraine, and militias in Syria. 
While the U.$. is footing the bill, 
they are doing very little in terms 
of providing their own military 
support and are not putting 
Amerikan lives in jeopardy to do 
so. This could be to avoid open 
conflict with Russian troops, but 
also avoids much of the backlash 
they faced while occupying Iraq.

The overthrow of Assad with 
only 2000 U.$. troops in the 
country is a victory for the impe‐
rialists, but we'll see whether this 
is enough for them to establish a 
new client state in Syria. Syria 
has also been a success for the 
Amerikans in terms of global 
public opinion. Following the es‐
calated genocide in Gaza over the 
last 15 months, U.$. public opin‐
ion has grown significantly to 
condemn I$rael, but less so 
Amerikkka, despite the recogni‐
tion by most that I$rael is U.$.
funded. In Syria the connection is 
much less apparent , but the pre‐
dominant sentiment is that the 
overthrow of Assad was a good 
thing. This is a big difference 
from the Amerikan regime 
change project that overthrew the 
Ba'ath regime in neighboring 
Iraq. During the invasion of Iraq, 
the U.$. was in the position I$rael 
is today. Today I$rael could fall, 
and the imperialist superpower 
lives on.

Axis of Evil  25 years of 
Reshaping the Middle East

Following al Qaeda's attacks 
on the World Trade Center and 
the Pentagon in 2001, U.$. Presi‐
dent George Bush coined the 
term "Axis of Evil" to refer to 
Iran, Iraq and North Korea in 
2002. While these countries were 
not united in any way, Bush 

claimed they were all sponsors of 
terrorism and manufacturers of 
"weapons of mass destruction." 
In reality their commonality was 
in their resistance to U.$. imperi‐
alism.

This "Axis of Evil" was 
coined while the "Great Satan"   
U.$. imperialists were invading 
Afghanistan, ostensibly for their 
harboring of al Qaeda, including 
Osama bin Laden. That invasion 
lasted until 2021, when the for‐
mer governing Taliban finally re‐
turned to power. In those two 
decades, hundreds of thousands 
were killed and millions were 
displaced in Afghanistan. In 
2011, the United $tates assassi‐
nated bin Laden in neighboring 
Pakistan. The 9/11 attacks also 
triggered the United $tates to 
launch an international prison 
network made up of CIA "black 
sites", in which the Bush regime 
okayed the CIA to ignore Geneva 
Convention rules against torture.

After George Bush's speech, 
Undersecretary of State John 
Bolton gave eir own 2002 speech 
entitled "Beyond the Axis of 
Evil" that included Cuba, Libya 
and Syria. In response to the 
"Axis of Evil" talk, people from 
these countries began talking 
about the "Axis of Resistance", 
since resisting U.$. imperialist 
interests was the thing these 
countries had in common. Iran 
eventually took up this term 
around its informal alliance in 
opposition to the U.$. imperialist 
outpost of I$rael.

Before Syria's takeover this 
month, Syria was the only state 
power, other than Iran, to serve as 
a training ground and supply 
source for the other members of 
the Axis of Resistance. Ansar Al‐
lah in Yemen, Hezbollah in 
Lebanon, and Hamas in Palestine 
all participate in state power or at 
least dual power. Other members 
of this alliance include Shia mili‐
tias in Iraq, other national libera‐
tion forces in Palestine, and now 
emerging militias in Syria that 
oppose the recent takeover.

In addition to opposing I$rael 
and the United $tates, the Axis of 
Resistance has generally opposed 
Salafist groups like alQaeda and 
the Islamic State in Iraq and 
Syria. Salafism is a revival of 

Sunni Islam that attempts to con‐
nect to its "authentic" traditions 
by opposing things that didn't ex‐
ist in the times of the prophet 
Mohammed; a truly reactionary 
ideology that wants to take soci‐
ety backwards.

Despite Syria's important role 
in supplying Hezbollah in 
Lebanon and resistance forces in 
Palestine and being on the U.$. 
"Axis of Evil" list, Syria actually 
served the U.$. imperialists in 
their "War on Terror" in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. The impe‐
rialists invaded Iraq (again) in 
2003 under the pretense of 
weapons of mass destruction, 
which was later proved to be a 
complete lie. During this period 
CIA black sites were operating in 
countries across the world, in‐
cluding Syria. These "black sites" 
were a secretive international 
prison system focused on torture, 
interrogation and disappear‐
ances.

While some recent U.$. media 
coverage of the freeing of prison‐
ers in Syria was proven to be fab‐
ricated, there were many people 
who suffered under the Assad 
regime who are understandably 
celebrating or at least relieved. 
While we criticized imperialist 
meddling against Assad and rec‐
ognized the Ba'ath government as 
useful to the resistance in the re‐
gion, its failure to serve the peo‐
ple led to its demise.(6) As 
always, we join in the call of the 
resistance forces in recognizing 
the right to selfdetermination of 
the Syrian people and opposing 
all imperialist occupation of por‐
tions of Syria and imperialist 
meddling in the economy and re‐
sources of the region. Much 
struggle will be needed to make 
that a reality. ■
Notes: Our citations for this article are not up to 
our usual standards, but we believe most of the 
facts here to be uncontroversial and easily veri‐
fiable.
1. Soso of MIM(Prisons),, February 2011, 
"Middle East and North Africa: People's Just 
Struggles Lead to Cosmetic Changes Without 
Revolutionary Leadership", ULK Issue 19.
2. MIM, May 2006, Kurds of PKK now caught 
in the Mideast chess game. 
3. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Petroleum_in‐
dustry_in_Syria
4. "New China's First Quarter-Century", For‐
eign Languages Press, Peking 1975, p.45.
5. Lila of Anti-Imperialist Prisoner Support, 
April 2024, "What is Hamas?", ULK Issue 85.
6. Durango of United Struggle from Within,  
November 2015, "The Syrian Civil War: Inter-
Imperialist Rivalry", ULK Issue 47.

Palestine Celebrates Announced Cease Fire Deal
by MIM(Prisons)
January 2025

Yesterday, U.$. Presidents Trump and Biden 
announced a cease fire deal between their military 
outpost called I$rael and the Palestinian resistance, 
primarily represented by Hamas. Palestinians are 
celebrating in the streets for this potential respite 
from the 15 month onslaught that has turned Gaza to 
rubble and murdered 47,000 Palestinians officially 
and closer to double that in reality. Despite these 
heavy losses, the cease fire is a victory for the 
Palestinian resistance that has not folded after 15 
months of fighting a much more heavily funded 
occupier. The United $tates says that the fighting 
forces in Palestine have increased in numbers since 7 
October 2023.

At this writing, the peace deal has not begun and 
has not officially been signed by I$rael. I$rael has 
continued to murder Palestinians in recent days, 
including one reporter who had just announced the 
planned peace deal to the world. And the imperialists 
continue to spread lies about Hamas holding up the 
deal. Investigative reporter Jeremy Scahill says ey 
saw a deal signed by all of the Palestinian resistance 
representatives days before the deal was announced, 
when Biden was claiming they were waiting on 
Hamas.

The deal is a victory for the Palestinian 
resistance, in meeting their immediate demands, 
including a prisoner exchange that is supposed to 
release some who were sentenced to prison for life 
by the I$raelis. The deal will also involve I$rael's 
withdrawal from and the rebuilding of Gaza. At this 
time no details are public.

I$raeli press has credited Trump with forcing the 
deal that has been drafted during the Biden 

presidency and is scheduled to begin the day before 
Trump's inauguration. Trump had demanded a deal 
happen before he gets into office. The Trump 
administration has continued to call for the total 
elimination of Hamas, and the deal seems to also 
force a demilitarization of all Palestinian resistance 
in the Gaza Strip. While the majority of Amerikans 
opposed the bombing campaign of the last 15 
months, they do not support a liberated Palestine.. 
Trump seems to be willing to at least pause the 
slaughter that Biden supported and to appease the 
minimal demands of many Amerikans, but he is no 
friend of the Palestinian people. Those who 
demanded "Ceasefire Now!" may have their demand 
met, but this is not the first time Palestinians have 
celebrated in the streets after a deal is struck with 
I$rael. 

There is an antagonistic contradiction between 
the I$raeli settlers and the Palestinians of the land 
that is far from resolved. And indications have 
already been made that I$rael does not intend to see 
the deal through past the first phase. Only time will 
tell how the imperialists will behave in Palestine in 
the coming weeks and months. But the struggle for 
the national liberation of Palestine lives!

UPDATE: As we go to press, prisoner exchanges 
have begun, with the release of 90 Palestinian 
prisoners and 3 settlers, followed by 200 Palestinians 
and 4 settlers. Many Palestinians had been held 
without charges, and some were already freed by the 
resistance on 7 October 2023, but recaptured. The 
second group included many with life sentences.. 
Meanwhile, I$rael has launched a major military 
operation in Jenin in the West Bank, killing at least 
10 people so far. I$rael has also issued administrative 
detention orders to imprison 85 more Palsestinians 
and has been targeting the families of released pris‐
oners for harassment and repression. ■

... Continued from previous page 
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by Joku Jeupe Mkali of Serving 
With A Purpose

January 2025

My intentions here isn't to 
give a dialectical and historical 
context of the relationship be‐
tween today's Lumpen Organiza‐
tions (gangs) and past 
revolutionary movements, al‐
though there is an inextricable 
link between the two. The origins 
of today's Lumpen Organizations 
(L.O.s) were strongly influenced 
by the original Black Panther 
Party (BPP) and other similar or‐
ganizations. They were formed to 
uplift and protect their communi‐
ties from outside threats, threats 
that were typically imposed by 
law enforcement and the U.S. 
government.

With the destruction of the 
BPP, combined with the in‐
flux of drugs and firearms 
within their already op‐
pressed communities, mem‐
bers of these organizations 
were lured into "gangban‐
gin'" against each other and a 
fratricidal and suicidal crimi‐
nal lifestyle that resulted in 
the abandonment of the ideals 
and principles that were 
brought forth and established 
by the organizations' 
founders. Ideals and princi‐
ples that that wer often influ‐
enced by those of the BPP 
and the Black Liberation 
Army (BLA). Today there are 
a limited few who diligently 
impress upon their "homies" 
the importance of espousing 
the organizations founding 
ideals and principles. Over‐
all, a majority have been de‐
railed from the organizations 
initial revolutionary path, 
which has been detrimental to 
the youth who romanticize 
today's "gang" culture and 
their communities. More‐
over, the absence of these 
ideals and principles has en‐
gendered a culture of dis‐
unity, violent competition, 
and the romanticizing of the 
"gangbanging" mentality, 
which renders us incapable of 
redressing the conditions we 
find ourselves subjected to 
within these razorwire plan‐
tations.

There is no silver bullet or 
magic wand that can be used 
to magically expedite the trans‐
formation that must be made. 
Transforming the criminal men‐
tality into a revolutionary men‐
tality is a protracted process that 
demands accountability and rig‐
orous educating. 

i am dedicated to assisting 
with this transformation any way 
that i can. One way is to shed 
some light on the draconian poli‐
cies and procedures that governs 
those of us who have been la‐
beled "gang members," labels 
known as Security Risk Group 
(SRG) or Security Threat Group 
(STG), so we can begin to seek 
redress to said policies and pro‐
cedures.

Gang Validation 
Process

Those of us who have been 
validated as SRG/STG often suf‐
fer significant unfair prejudices 
due to the officers who are re‐
sponsible for the validating opin‐
ions often basing these opinions 
on sweeping generalizations and 
stereotypes about "gang mem‐
bers" generally, unreliable 
methodology, and/or the officer's 
racial bias.

Here in North Carolina the 
Department of Adult Corrections 
(DAC) has "certified" twenty
one alleged prison gangs as Se‐
curity Risk Groups. Prisoners are 
validated as members of SRG's 
by Prison Intelligence Officers 
(PIO) who are usually white, 
whose discretion reigns supreme 
in determining who is validated 
as SRG members and who isn't. 
These subjective decisions lead 
to disproportionate validations of 
New Afrikan prisoners and those 
from other oppressed nations. A 
stark example of the racially un‐
even application of SRG valida‐
tions is evident in the percentage 
of "white" prisoners who have 
been validated compared to New 
Afrikan prisoners. White prison‐
ers make up 1.9% of the prisoners 

validated in NC prisons.

Around the world gangs are 
studied by those with specialized 
training in areas such as ethnog‐
raphy, anthropology, and psy‐
chology. In these fields, 
researchers are often subjected to 
ethical standards that warn 
against manipulating data to ad‐
vance their personal objectives 
and required to employ social 
science field research best prac‐
tices in relation to data collection, 
analysis, and interpretation. The 
officers responsible for validat‐
ing prisoners are not held to any 
such ethical standards and lack 
the fundamental knowledge to 
determine if a prisoner is actually 
a SRG member or not.

The degree of specialized 
knowledge for these officers to 
be qualified as "gangexperts" is 
particularly lacking. An officer 
can be qualified as a "gangex‐
pert" after having only a couple 
months on the job, as long as they 
have some formalized training. 
You would think these "gang of‐
ficers" would be required to 
demonstrate a basic overstanding 
of the complicated dynamics at 

North Carolina Oppression Disguised as "Validation": 
Join the Civil Suit issue where gang membership 

and behavior are concerned be‐
yond stereotypes and prototypes, 
being that these validations sub‐
ject prisoners to indefinite sanc‐
tions and restrictions that not 
only affect the lives of the prison‐
ers but also the lives of the pris‐
oners' families.

These "gang officers" employ 
a worksheet which lists seven‐
teen criteria for determining gang 
involvement, each of which is as‐
signed a point value. Prisoners 
may be labeled as "suspects/as‐
sociates" or "members". A quali‐
fying score is not difficult to 
achieve: prisoners bearing tattoos 
"thought" to signify gang affilia‐
tion and who socialize with "con‐
firmed" gangmembers may be 
regarded as members themselves.

False positives are likely to 

arise under this criteria, because 
while they may indicate a corre‐
lation with gang membership, 
they do not establish causation. 
Because gang membership can‐
not be reliably inferred from the 
factors aforementioned, these 
"gang officers" should not be al‐
lowed to opine about gang mem‐
bership based on these factors 
alone.

Completed validation work‐
sheets are forwarded to the NC‐
DAC's Chief of Special 
Operations, Daryll Vann, who re‐
views the worksheet, confirms 
that "relevant" documentation is 
attached, and validates the identi‐
fications. Prisoners who wish to 
contest the validation are not af‐
forded the opportunity to do so. 
Prisoners receive no notice of 
their validation, no procedural 
due process, nor a periodic re‐
view that would enable the pris‐
oner to have the validation 
removed. Therefore, prisoners 
who have been validated, remain 
validated for the duration of their 
incarceration and irrevocably are 
subject to SRG policy depriva‐
tions.

There are only two ways to 

have the SRG validation re‐
moved. There is a SRG program 
that's accessible to a limited 
number of prisoners. It is a 9
month program at Foothills Cor‐
rectional, a prison located in the 
rural mountainous region of 
Western NC. The staff employed 
there are exclusively white, live 
in race segregated communities 
and are out of touch with the cul‐
tures of the prisoners they over‐
see.

When these "gang officers" 
walk through the doors of the 
prison, many of them, knowingly 
or unknowingly, hold negative 
biases towards those who have 
been validated and those who 
don't look like them.

The media perpetuates inac‐
curate narratives of violence, 
criminality, and dishonesty 

among racial minori‐
ties that many of these 
"gang officers" un‐
knowingly internalize. 
It shows in how they 
interact and deal with 
the prisoners.

The DAC describes 
this program as being a 
program that "targets 
those beliefs (cogni‐
tions) that support 
criminal behavior ...." 
and seeks to shift the 
thinking that supports 
these beliefs. Prisoners 
who complete this pro‐
gram must undergo a 
debriefing and re‐
nounce their affiliation, 
if any, before the vali‐
dation is removed. This 
program is not avail‐
able to prisoners who 
have been labeled 
problematic.

The other way to 
have the validation re‐
moved is to complete 
your prison sentence 
and be discharged from 
NCDAC custody. Of 
the 1,343 prisoners re‐
leased from NCDAC's 
custody last year, 564 
were alleged SRG 
members.

Draconian 
Gang 
Policies & 
Procedures

The ostensible purpose of the 
DAC's SRG policies and proce‐
dures is to avoid prison distur‐
bances supposedly fomented by 
gangs. Nonetheless it is obvious 
these policies and procedures 
have the effect of incapacitating 
significant numbers of prisoners 
and has cultivated an environ‐
ment opposite from what prison 
officials claim to be "safer".

Those who have been vali‐
dated find themselves subjected 
to draconian sanctions and re‐
strictions, such as being prohib‐
ited from receiving visits from 
anyone beyond immediate fam‐
ily. This excludes aunts, uncles, 
cousins, and the mother of your 
child(ren). If you have no imme‐
diate family members to accom‐
pany your child(ren) to visitation 
you will not be allowed to visit 
with them. Our childrens' inter‐
ests are not, as a matter of right, 
factored into SRG validation de‐
terminations. The fact that par‐
entchild visitation can help 
children overcome the chal‐
lenges of parental separation and 
reduce recidivism rates is well
documented. However, prison 
officials find it plausible to im‐
plement such a policy that pre‐

vents parentchild visits.

As with the prisoners who 
have been validated, New 
Afrikan children are the ones 
greatly affected by this policy. 
NCDAC has implemented this 
policy without any cognizance 
that such a restriction may impli‐
cate the parentchild relationship, 
which is typically subject to ex‐
traordinary protection by the 
courts. But yet this policy goes 
unchecked.

During my incarceration i've 
been unable to visit with my 
daughter due to me having no 
immediate family willing to ac‐
company her. This has prevented 
her and i from developing a 
meaningful relationship. This is 
something that a majority of us 
are experiencing.

Moreover, this policy has an 
outsized impact on New Afrikan 
families and other members of 
marginalized communities who 
bear the brunt of mass incarcera‐
tion.

Limiting a prisoner's visitors 
to immediate family only effec‐
tively cuts a prisoner off from 
family members who may have 
raised them. As we know in 
marginalized communities there 
are an overwhelming amount of 
fractured families, where grand‐
parents and others play the 
motherfather role.

Then there are the prisoners 
who were raised in foster care, 
who have never had the opportu‐
nity to meet their immediate 
family. There is no exception for 
foster care parents.

Although these restrictions 
are sometimes justified, they are 
being used indiscriminately 
without individual analysis. 

On 19 February 2019, a pol‐
icy was implemented that pro‐
hibited validated prisoners from 
receiving monetary support from 
anyone who wasn't an approved 
visitor.

Prison officials claimed that 
this was done to curtail "Black 
Market" activities and strong 
arming. It's not difficult to see 
how such a policy would increase 
said activities and, moreover, 
would create an environment 
where those who do have means 
of receiving financial support be‐
come victims of strong arming 
and other acts of violence.

This policy was implemented 
8 months prior to nowretired Di‐
rector of Prisons Kenneth Las‐
siter requesting more funding for 
security and control weapons. 
During these 8 months, violence 
amongst prisoners drastically in‐
creased, i know because a major‐
ity of the closecustody facilities 
were placed on lockdown due to 
the increased violence.

Validated prisoners are pro‐
hibited from attending all educa‐
tional/vocational programs, 
compelled to serve idle prison 
sentences. They are locked in 
their cells virtually all of the time 
and otherwise maintained in ex‐
tremely harsh conditions. Unable 
to have their custody level re‐
duced to medium or minimum 
security. And job opportunities 
are nonexistent. Common sense 
would tell prison officials that 
there are many reasons to believe 
that these policies and restric‐
tions will produce unfortunate 
results both inside and outside of 
prison.

Continued on page 15... 
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The PLRA and Getting Grievances 
Heard In Arkansas
by Alien of United Struggle from 

Within
January 2025

Welcome to the revolution! 
This is Alien tappin in with a 
response to ULK 87 article "How 
To Get Grievances Heard In 
Arkansas."

I actually did many years in 
the Arizona Department of 
Corrections. The last six of those 
years was spent in the max 
(Brickeys/Cummins), cuz I 
'bucked' on em repeatedly. I've 
personally been through years of 
what this Arkansas prisoner is 
describing. I filed hundreds of 
grievances and they always 
responded with a denial of 
allegations and found the 
grievance without merit, as this 
Arkansas prisoner said. I've also 
had similar experiences with the 
disciplining hearings, with 
disciplinary hearing officers, like 
'nosocks', cutting the hearing 
camera off on me mid hearing 
and automatically finding me 
guilty, etc. For the longest time I 
held yards/showers down, 
barricaded cells with spears, 
stabbed people, flooded toilets, 
busted sprinklers, slipped cuff 
and attacked pigs to get justice, 
but I learned several things 
towards the end of my set that 
helped a lot. 

So when you — this Arkansas 
prisoner — ask what to do I 
decided to give you a few 
answers in the long/short term; 
it's inspiring to see fellow 
Arkansas comrades goin' down 
the same path as me, while 
"fighting and spreading the 
word" in chains. 

Okay, so in the shortterm, 
request the prisoner's selfhelp 
litigation manual (4th edition) 
from the law library, they usually 
keep several tornup copies of 
them on hand, go to the 
exhaustion of remedies section 
and pull up the case law at the 
bottom of the pages to 
"shepherdize". In 2016, while I 
was at Brickeys, Prison Legal 
News sent me a free copy of their 
magazine and it had a case in 
there from the Supreme Court 
that says that when a remedy 
(grievance) is unavailable, then it 
is a "deadend" process and 
doesn't have to be exhausted.

What I'm getting at is that 
there are certain circumstances 
(such as when you're being 
retaliated against as a result of 
exhausting your remedies) that 
enable you to file the 42 U.S.C. 
§1983 lawsuit, without 
completing the grievance 
process. You just gotta explain to 
the courts in the §1983 complaint 
package why you had "no 
available remedy to exhaust", 
which sucks, cuz then you gotta 
survive a "summary judgement 
motion" — it's not easy either — 
once you file the lawsuit. The 
Arkansas pigs are aware of this, 
which is why they don't mind not 
signing grievances or doin' 
anything about your grievances 
once signed. Plus they're aware 
that the chances of them gettin' 
sued are low. Successfully sue 
them a couple times and watch 
their attitude adjust. I personally 
went through this and didn't get 
to finish the lawsuits cuz the pigs 
where I am now trashed all my 
files.

Don't just take my word for it 
though. Study into the case law 
on grievance exhaustion and go 
from there (there's no way to 
cover all the case law inside of 

one article). If you don't know 
how to shepherdize cases, the 
book I told you about will 
instruct you on all that. On the 
bright side it'll give you 
something to do in the max. Get 
in the law library, cuz while 
grievances don't work in 
Arkansas, lawsuits do.

In the long term, I plan on 
collaborating with MIM(Prisons) 
to get a campaign going against 
the PLRA (Prison Litigation 
Reform Act §1997) — we'll call 
it the "PLRA campaign". The 
PLRA is what demands that 
prisoners exhaust all available 
remedies, prior to filing any 
Bivens/42 U.S.C. §1983 lawsuits 
(Bivens are filed against the 
federal government, while §1983 
is for the state/local level). 
According to the 1st Amendment 
of the U.$. Constitution we have 
the right to "petition the 
government for redress of 
grievances." And according to 
the 14th Amendment of the U.$. 
Constitution we have a right to 
equal protection. The PLRA 
violates both the 1st and 14th 
amendments and I intend to 
organize a class action 
challenging the constitutionality 
of the PLRA, through the PLRA 
campaign.

(1) In theory, our ability to 
"petition the government for 
redress of grievances" is life
threatening and often injurious, 
cuz we're forced to exhaust 
dangerous grievances, prior to 
filing §1983's. The fact is that 
prisoners can and do get killed 
and fucked off — injured — for 
filing grievances nationwide. 
Filing grievances is dangerous in 
an infinite amount of ways. They 
can't legally force us to 
participate in a grievance process 
that's going to get us stabbed in 
the neck or jumped on by fuck
boys, who are often in 
collaboration with the pigs. We 
are unable to petition the 
government if doin' so is going to 
get us hurt in any kind 
of way. We can prove in 
a trial that it's common 
knowledge that guards, 
nationwide, are 
capable of silencing 
and do silence prisoner 
litigants' petitions 
through retaliation 
which intimidates 
many prisoners from 
initiating grievances or 
lawsuits. The feds spent 
decades tryin' to take 
down the five Italian 
mafia families, in part 
for silencing litigants, 
so why not help us take 
down the pigs' PLRA, 
which is essentially a 
technical loophole that 
they use to evade 
justice or trials and silence 
litigants with mafialike tactics.

The whole "deliberate 
indifference" standard that 
applies to 8th amendment (cruel 
and unusual punishment) 
lawsuits wouldn't apply in a 1st 
amendment claim. We'd be 
arguing that the PLRA 
exhaustion requirement is 
"abridgement", which doesn't 
necessarily have to be 
deliberately indifferent.

(2) The PLRA violates the 
14th Amendment cuz the prison 
class can't seek redress for 
mental injuries without there 
being a physical injury, and the 
nonprisoner class can seek 
redress for mental injuries even if 
there isn't any physical injuries 

involved, which is unequal 
protection. Shutting the doors of 
the courts in prisoners' faces so 
that we can't seek redress for 
mental injuries doesn't allow us 
equal access to the courts, which 
also violates the 1st Amendment. 
An injury is an injury. Take it 
from me, a severely mentally ill 
prisoner, when I say that many 
mental injuries are just as bad, if 
not worse than, physical injuries. 
Suffering from mental injuries is 
also a "grievance" that we should 
be able to "petition the 
government for redress" for, 
under the 1st Amendment. We 
have to ask ourselves what the 
aim of the PLRA is when it 
comes to barring us from the 
courts for redress of mental or 
psychological grievances? I think 
that the answer to the question is 
obvious and speaks volumes.

How would the prison system 
look without the PLRA? The 
PLRA is an obstacle standing in 
our way of combating the number 
one form of psychological torture 
of the Amerikan nation's prison 
system — control units. And this 
is due to the fact that we can't sue 
anyone for the mental injuries 
involved with doing hole time if 
it doesn't cause physical injuries, 
and doing hole time, by itself, 
doesn't cause physical injuries. If 
we can successfully take down 
the PLRA, then we can sue to 
receive compensation when we 
suffer mental injuries as a result 
of doing longterm hole or max 
time, without there being any 
physical injuries. If they have to 
compensate prisoners every time 
somebody suffers a mental injury 
as a result of living longterm in 
control units, they may lean more 
towards changing living 
conditions in the hole (such as 
giving one access to books, 
radios, phones, jobs, fixing 
temperature issues, etc.), flat out 
abolishing the control units, or 
reducing length of control unit 
sentences.

Anything mentally injurious 
going on inside of the prison that 
is simply for revengebased 
punishments and not for security 
purposes could then lead to mass 
amounts of compensation. The 
compensation will deter 
psychological torture and 
amplify mentalhealth 
treatments.

The last aspect of taking down 
the PLRA is that prisoners would 
no longer have to exhaust 
remedies in order to file Bivens/
§1983s. If we can end the PLRA 
in the long term, then this would 
end the grievance campaign 
altogether.

With that I'll close. I hope my 
response was helpful. ■

by MIM(Prisons)
December 2024

Robert Brooks, a 43 year old 
New Afrikan man, was beaten to 
death by Correctional Officers 
(C.O.s) in Marcy Correctional 
Facility in upstate New York on 9 
December 2024, dying in the 
hospital the next day. On 27 
December the New York 
Attorney General's office 
released body camera footage 
from 6 C.O.s and 2 Sergeants 
involved in the beating. They 
show Brooks being pinned to a 
gurney, while handcuffed, and 
beaten onandoff for many 
minutes by the pigs.(1) Thirteen 
staff members of the New York 
State Department of Corrections 
and Community Supervision 
(DOCCS) are being investigated 
in the beating.(2)

Marcy C.F. is in an area of 
upstate New York known for its 
racist rednecks, a very white area 
abutting the Oneida Nation 
Reservation. Just down the road 
is the infamous Clinton 
Correctional Facility as well as 
the Mohawk Correctional 
Facility offensively named after 
the neighboring Mohawk nation 
of the Iroquois confederacy. A 
comrade struggling with 
addiction was moved from 
Mohawk last year to a Secure 
Housing Facility where ey 
reports:

"I still am recovering from the 
brutal assault, battery, torture 
and sexual assault by the gang of 
pigz here at Upstate C.F. I am 
physically healing slowly and 
taking some drug to help with the 
brain damage I suffered from all 
the fractures in my face and 
forehead. I'm doing physical 
therapy for my arm. My studies 
with you all have given me the 
focus and strength to recover. I 
am no longer on the Suboxone 

program, smoking cigarettes, 
marijuana or PCP. I still struggle 
with K2, but the more time I 
spend grounded in studies, 
writing and reading with you all, 
the less time I have to think about 
wanting to get high. I thank you 
all and hope my struggle is an 
example to those who are sick 
themselves and struggling."

Brooks had recently been 
transferred from Mohawk as 
well, and sent to Marcy this 
month.(2) The state investigation 
indicates that Brooks did not 
attack the officers or do anything 
to warrant the use of force, which 
the videos show as well.(1,2) 
Brooks's death is suspected to be 
a result of "asphyxia due to 
compression of the neck." New 
York State Correctional Officers 
are required to wear body 
cameras and have them running 
whenever encountering a 
prisoner. While many involved 
covered their cameras, the 
beating continued despite the 
presence of the body cameras in 
the room. The Times Union 
reports that the C.O.s seemed to 
be unaware that their body 
cameras could be passively 
recording the incident.(2)

People posted pictures of 
Mario and Luigi cartoon 
characters online in response to 
pictures and videos of the 
beating. The outrage at this state
sponsored lynching is somewhat 
encouraging, but posting images 
online obviously won't solve the 
brutality waged against 
oppressed nations, and against 
prisoners in general, in this 
country. Organization is needed. 
Only together can we protect 
ourselves. ■
Notes: 
1. https://ag.ny.gov/osi/footage/robert-brooks 
2. Brendan J. Lyons, 27 December 2024, Court 
records confirm inmate was beaten while 
handcuffed, The Times Union.

NYS DOCCS Pigs Kill 
Man Imprisoned in Marcy 
Correctional Facility

The oppressed nationalities 
within the United $tates 
cannot leave behind the 
Third World on the low 
chance that they may 
succeed in becoming one 
with the beast, they must 
ally with the Third World in 
the struggle against 
imperialism. Only by 
overthrowing this system of 
class and national divisions 
can the oppressed within 
this country live to see a day 
where oppression in general 
is dying out, and prisons in 
particular become based on 
rehabilitation instead of 
"punishment," and where 
people are not restricted 
from life opportunities in 
the interest of protecting the 

wealth of the privileged nation.

Does anyone today believe 
that true integration, true 
"equality" between nationalities 
in this country is possible 
through the ballot or any other 
means? The response to this 
question will be "if not, what 
hope is there?" The choice seems 
to be between the gradual 
struggle for equality on the 
one hand or nothing on the 
other, since the only 
method of achieving 
liberation without reform 
is revolution, and most 
cannot imagine the 
oppressed nations in this 
country winning any real 
fight against the empire. 
But why are we imagining 
this fight as only between 

these two competitors? The 
oppressed nations within the 
United $tates are only one 
component part of the oppressed 
nations of the whole world. The 
struggle for the revolutionary 
overthrow of imperialism is a 
global one, uniting all who can be 
united. Yes, none of the 
oppressed nations in this country 
can liberate themselves: neither 
the Black nation, nor the 
indigenous nations, nor the 
Chicano nation. But the struggle 
of all these nations, by 
themselves too weak to 
overthrow imperialism, together 
form a mass which vastly 
outweighs the strength of the 
United $tates, and this is where 
our strength lies. This is where 
our strategic confidence in 
success comes from. Through the 
international struggle 
imperialism will overextend 
itself, and it will open inroads for 
success in national liberation 
struggles. These successes will 
weaken imperialism further, 
eventually setting the scene for 
the truly anti-imperialist force, 
the socialist working class, to 
make its appearance. ■

... Continued from p. 3 ... the Solution?

Document Prison Abuses

We receive many reports about  terrible conditions, 
abuse and neglect in prisons across the country. While 
most of these don't make it onto the pages of ULK, we 
do type these up  for publication on our website 
(www.prisoncensorship.info).

Documenting and monitoring the abusive conditions in 
Amerikan prisons is an important part of our work. 
Keep sending in these reports! Online readers can 
search by state and  facility to find your reports.
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by Pennsylvania prisoners
January 2025

A local news station conducted a 
live mass interview with prisoners 
held in State Correctional Institu‐
tion  Huntingdon in Pennsylvania 
as part of their coverage of Luigi 
Mangione's imprisonment. The  re‐
porter asked questions on live TV 
and had prisoners respond by 
yelling answers and flashing lights 
to their local correspondent on the 
ground. What follows are a couple 
of on the ground reports to verify 
that event and the conditions ex‐
posed in that video.

$prayer wrote on 3 January 2025: 
The area where our brother Luigi 

was/is held is 
called: DMax, D
Rear, DObs. It is 
where they 
(Huntingdon) 
puts people 
when they 
want to 
grind them 
up. It is 
atrocious 

back there, dirty and disgusting.

The media was camped out here 
for a couple of weeks after Luigi 
was caught here in Blair County. 
This jail is the worst jail in the state 
of Pennsylvania as for living condi‐
tions. Light/night lights in the cells 
in the RHU are constantly on 
24/7/365. In DMax, you might as 
well be sleeping outside.

Back here in the RHU if you 
don't cover up your air vent you get 
freezing cold because it's all cold 
air coming out, no heat even in the 
winter.

Just the other day multiple C/Os 
(Correctional Officers) and a 
Sergeant took a prisoner to the 
property room in the Restricted 
Housing Unit (RHU) where there 
are no cameras and beat the com‐
rade because he wrote a nurse that 
works here a letter and sent it to her 

at her place of residence. 

I've also enclosed documents of 
an assault I received here. [The 
grievance response confirms the 
comrade's report that CO1 N. Metz‐
gar assaulted em with OC spray in 
September for no reason at all.]

A Pennsylvania prisoner wrote 
on 14 January 2025: The part of 
the prison that was featured on 
NewsNation (The Bandfield 
Show); providing the "Lights 
Show" that went viral, is an old 
addon. There are 2 extended 
Blocks: EBlock, which is the 
Block that went viral with the light 
show, and FBlock, which is the so
called “honor block”. Both E and F
Blocks assume "perks," such as a 
window and radiator. The rest of the 
prison is cells stacked by tiers and 
its steel bars and levers to latch 
close and to release cell gates. The 
cells are the size of a small bath‐

room, and they are mostly occupied 
by 2 persons. However, the top 3 
and 4 tiers (depending on the 
Blocks) are single cells only to re‐
lieve some of the weight as a solu‐
tion to the structural damages. 
Prisoners are essentially housed on 
Blocks that should have been con‐
demned decades ago. The Blocks 
that are indicated as condemned on‐
line are in fact fully occupied. Al‐
though SCIHuntingdon isn't up to 
code or PREA compliance, its cost 
efficiency to operate due to its out‐
dated mechanics rather offsets pay‐
ment for fines.

[ goes on to document mold is‐
sues, rats, bedbugs, lack of privacy 
in showers, very limited rec, and a 
total lack of heat in the winter. See 
our website for full details.]

 The majority of SCIHunting‐
don's population are serving extra‐
ordinary lengths or death by 

incarceration sentences. And this 
population is situated in a small ru‐
ral district that's otherwise econom‐
ically depleted. Thus, Huntingdon's 
prison population essentially com‐
pensates for its depressed economy 
by counting its prison population in 
the census to meet requirements for 
federal funding and political repre‐
sentation for its district. As an addi‐
tional point of reference, 
SCIHuntingdon makes up for a 
bulk of the production for PA Cor‐
rections Industries. Therefore, 
there's no wonder that in spite of the 
conditions, the corporate/private 
socioeconomic interest politically 
outweighs the civil rights and fun‐
damental safety of its prisoners. 
This dynamic is not far removed 
from what the Mangione case rep‐
resents. Although his alleged act 
represents a revolt against the ex‐
ploitations of corporate healthcare 
insurance industries, there's a mes‐
sage that's also fitting to a corporate 
America in general.

While the Magione case is made 

specific to the basic need and right 
to adequate health care, such should 
represent to the people the primary 
contradiction of capitalism, which 
exposes a common enemy vested in 
a political system that panders and 
facilitates the corporate exploita‐
tions attributed to mass death, mass 
incarceration, mass inflation, and 
the mass affect of imperialism. 
However, individual acts of revolu‐
tion which can serve as effective 
propaganda are often hijacked and 
trivialized by reactionaries, which 
are undermined by the corporate 
media apparatus. Although, it's my 
hope that such a message would 
galvanize the common sense of the 
people, and assume a superstructure 
concentrated on power to the peo‐
ple, rather than a cult of individual‐
ism where our grief is isolated and 
our passions to transform the world 
is reduced to alienation.

MIM(Prisons) responds: See arti‐
cle below for the class analysis that 
we agree with. ■

by a Texas prisoner
January 2025

Nigeria, Africa’s most popu‐
lace nation and one of its most 
productive economies is cur‐
rently facing an economic crisis. 
The masses of Nigerians cannot 
afford groceries or other essential 
products. The country’s govern‐
ment has failed to remedy the sit‐
uation with minuscule economic 
reforms. 

These reforms were contro‐
versial and many working class 
people and groups protested and 
resisted them for sometime prior 
to their eventual implementation. 
Despite recent periods of eco‐
nomic growth, inflation in Nige‐
ria has soared to 34% rendering 
one of the government’s reforms 
(raised minimum wage) obso‐
lete. 

In December 2024 local po‐
lice in Ibadan say that at least 
sixty people have died in stam‐
pedes. These stampedes occurred 
at three different charity events 
where organizations were giving 
out food and cash donations. In 
Ibadan, a charity event for chil‐
dren was held and thousands of 
people showed up with their 
kids, a lot of them were days 
early in order to receive the much 
needed essential products. Tem‐
pers flared as people became 
desperate for these donations and 
the stampede ignited. In the end 
at least thirtyfive children died 
in Ibadan that day. It is safe to say 
that capitalist imperialism was 
party to their deaths.

These stampedes merely 
demonstrate the struggles and 

desperation people of Nigeria are 
facing. The underlying causes of 
the economic situation in Nigeria 
is that the imperialist controlled 
General Bank placed inflation at 
34%, and in order to minimize 
the effects of that high inflation 
rate the Nigerian government be‐
gan to implement the reforms I 
have already mentioned. Western 
imperialist institutions and coun‐
tries largely praised these re‐
forms before and at the outset of 
their implementation. These in‐
stitutions include the Interna‐
tional Monetary Fund, as well as 
the United States government. 
Meawnwhile, U.$. officials are 
working hard to get inflation 
back to around 3% for 
Amerikans, in a country where 
most people are in the top 10% 
incomewise in the world. The 
proletariat and lumpen prole‐
tariat in Nigeria as well as the 
small peasantry are suffering 
greatly compared to Amerikans 
complaining about gas prices for 
their 15 mile per gallon trucks 
they drive to Costco and load up 
on bulk foods.

As part of the reforms the 
Nigerian government devalued 
their national currency (Naira) 
making themselves more depen‐
dent upon the whims of foreign 
international economic interests 
and activities. These activities 
rarely favor African or other 
Third World countries. The 
Nigerian government also cut 
their electricity subsidies, and 
probably the most important re‐
form being the ending of their 
fuel subsidy which is one of the 
benefits that Nigerians receive. 
While gasoline was slightly 

cheaper in Nigeria in December 
2024 ($0.67/Liter) than in the 
United $tates ($0.80/Liter), min‐
imum wages in Nigeria were 
around $42 per month. That's 
less than an Amerikan making 
minimum wage earns in an 8
hour day!

Previous governments have 
attempted to end the fuel subsidy 
but backed down repeatedly as a 
result of huge protests from the 
Nigerian people. The current and 
former governments set their 
sights on this particular subsidy 
because it was a very expensive 
one for the government, adding 
to government budget issues. 
The effects of cutting the subsidy 
for fuel saw the price of fuel, and 
subsequently transportation have 
soared. The latter makes it more 
expensive for corporations and 
businesses to perform their logis‐
tical duties, and they therefore 
raise their prices for consumers. 
Also because of power cuts peo‐
ple in Nigeria rely heavily on 
power generators and the cost of 
these have gone up as well. 

The Nigerian people 
are angry at the failure 
of the Nigerian gov‐
ernment to put com‐
prehensive economic 
measures in place to 
soften the blow of the re‐
moval of the fuel subsidy, 
their inability to do so 
showcases their incompe‐
tence. The government has 
asked for the people’s pa‐
tience, and have expressed 
that they are aware of the eco‐
nomic pain this is causing, but 
that is is necessary and tempo‐
rary. As I have mentioned they 

have risen the minimum wage 
and made it almost double what it 
was previously. However, infla‐
tion has made such measures 
void. The government has also 
done small cash grants to the 
poorest socioeconomic sectors of 
Nigerians. The people have a 
general feeling that the political 
class in Nigeria do not really 
comprehend the effects these 
economic policies are having on 
their day to day lives. 

The writer believes that the 
government comprehends per‐
fectly well, however they 
are more concerned with 
maintaining exploitative re‐
lations with the United 
States and its corporations 
along with those of other 
imperialists. ■

Down With 
Imperialism!!!!

Imperialism and NeoColonialism is Killing 
one of Africa's Biggest Economies

For those four people to keep increasing their 
wealth, is to fulfill their destiny in the system of 
capitalism. It is not a question of persynal greed, 

nor of humyn nature, rather it is the natural law of the current 
economic structure.

The call to tax billionaires is ultimately a futile act in op‐
position to the laws of the capitalist machine. It is possible to 
do, and could change the balance of wealth among those liv‐
ing in the most wealthy country in the world. But the ten‐
dency of the laws of capitalism is to go back to this point, and 
surpass it, in terms of the concentration of wealth. This ten‐
dency to concentrate wealth, to maintain profitability by out
competing others, is one of the inherent contradictions in the 
capitalist system that require its end.

In his last speech as president, Joe Biden pandered to the 
labor aristocracy with a hypocritical condemnation of a ris‐
ing oligarchy. People want to pretend that U.$. imperialism 
wasn't always run in the interests of the largest corporations. 
This growing concentration of wealth is a law of capitalism 
that Marx exposed 170 years ago.

Marx & Engels also wrote about how the inherent contra‐
dictions of capitalism build a "reserve army" of labor, ex‐
cluding more and more from participating in the wage 
system. Even in the richest country of the world, where there 
is virtually no proletariat like that described by Engels 
above, these laws of capitalism apply and we have a 
class we call the First World lumpen. A class that is ex‐
cluded by capitalism — the only economic system that 
has ever had a thing called "unemployment." The idea 
that there is no work for some people to do is unheard of 
in most of humyn history, as well as in socialist coun‐
tries of the past like the USSR and China. 

In 2024, homelessness increased 18%, following a 
12% increase in 2023. The official count is over 
770,000 people, meaning real numbers are approaching 
a million.(1) That is still less than half the people we 
have locked in prisons and jails in this country. And 
both numbers may continue to surge with proposed 
plans under the second Trump regime. However, mass 
deportations could also contribute to a decline in home‐
lessness, as migrant raza make up a significant portion 
of those without houses.(2)

Most of the people in the United $tates raise their 
pitchforks at these billionaires in hopes of raising their 
taxes to maintain the standard of living here. These peo‐
ple believe in the system, they just think it needs to 
change a bit. The First World lumpen are at least torn, in 
that they benefit from operating against the rules of the 

system, 
while also 
receiving 
some ben‐
efits from 
it. As con‐
tradictions 
spiral up, as 
Engels de‐
scribes, the 
lumpen will 
be some of 
the first to 
see opportu‐
nity in the de‐
struction of 
the old and 
the creation 
of something 
new, in partic‐
ular the oppressed nation lumpen, who we identify in our 
analysis, "Who is Lumpen in the United $tates?" ■
Notes:
1. Michael Casey, 27 December 2024, US homelessness up 18% as afford‐
able housing remains out of reach for many people, Associated Press.
2. Communist Party of Aztlán, November 2024, On Homelessness: A Grow‐
ing Site of Lumpen Organizing, Under Lock & Key 87

... Continued from p. 1 ... $1 Trillion
We'll let Engels explain this in more depth:

"The capitalistic mode of production moves in 
these two forms of the antagonism immanent to it 
from its very origin. It is never able to get out of that 
"vicious circle" which Fourier had already discov‐
ered. What Fourier could not, indeed, see in his time 
is that this circle is gradually narrowing; that the 
movement becomes more and more a spiral, and 
must come to an end, like the movement of the plan‐
ets, by collision with the centre. It is the compelling 
force of anarchy in the production of society at large 
that more and more completely turns the great ma‐
jority of men into proletarians; and it is the masses 
of the proletariat again who will finally put an end 
to anarchy in production. It is the compelling force 
of anarchy in social production that turns the limit‐
less perfectibility of machinery under modern in‐
dustry into a compulsory law by which every 
individual industrial capitalist must perfect his ma‐
chinery more and more, under penalty of ruin. But 
the perfecting of machinery is making human labour 
superfluous. If the introduction and increase of ma‐
chinery means the displacement of millions of man‐
ual by a few machine-workers, improvement in 
machinery means the displacement of more and 
more of the machine-workers themselves. It means, 
in the last instance, the production of a number of 
available wage-workers in excess of the average 
needs of capital, the formation of a complete indus‐
trial reserve army, as I called it in 1845, available at 
the times when industry is working at high pressure, 
to be cast out upon the street when the inevitable 
crash comes, a constant dead-weight upon the limbs 
of the working class in its struggle for existence with 
capital, a regulator for the keeping of wages down 
to the low level that suits the interests of capital. 
Thus it comes about, to quote Marx, that machinery 
becomes the most powerful weapon in the war of 
capital against the working class; that the instru‐
ments of labour constantly tear the means of subsis‐
tence out of the hands of the labourer; that the very 
product of the worker is turned into an instrument 
for his subjugation. Thus it comes about that the 
economising of the instruments of labour becomes 
at the same time, from the outset, the most reckless 
waste of labour-power, and robbery based upon the 
normal conditions under which labour functions; 
that machinery, the most powerful instrument for 
shortening labour-time, becomes the most unfailing 
means for placing every moment of the labourer's 
time and that of his family at the disposal of the cap‐
italist for the purpose of expanding the value of his 
capital." - Frederick Engels, Anti-Duhring

Insider Accounts of SCIHuntingdon, Where Luigi Was Held
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by Pennsylvania prisoners
January 2025

A local news station conducted a 
live mass interview with prisoners 
held in State Correctional Institu‐
tion  Huntingdon in Pennsylvania 
as part of their coverage of Luigi 
Mangione's imprisonment. The  re‐
porter asked questions on live TV 
and had prisoners respond by 
yelling answers and flashing lights 
to their local correspondent on the 
ground. What follows are a couple 
of on the ground reports to verify 
that event and the conditions ex‐
posed in that video.

$prayer wrote on 3 January 2025: 
The area where our brother Luigi 

was/is held is 
called: DMax, D
Rear, DObs. It is 
where they 
(Huntingdon) 
puts people 
when they 
want to 
grind them 
up. It is 
atrocious 

back there, dirty and disgusting.

The media was camped out here 
for a couple of weeks after Luigi 
was caught here in Blair County. 
This jail is the worst jail in the state 
of Pennsylvania as for living condi‐
tions. Light/night lights in the cells 
in the RHU are constantly on 
24/7/365. In DMax, you might as 
well be sleeping outside.

Back here in the RHU if you 
don't cover up your air vent you get 
freezing cold because it's all cold 
air coming out, no heat even in the 
winter.

Just the other day multiple C/Os 
(Correctional Officers) and a 
Sergeant took a prisoner to the 
property room in the Restricted 
Housing Unit (RHU) where there 
are no cameras and beat the com‐
rade because he wrote a nurse that 
works here a letter and sent it to her 

at her place of residence. 

I've also enclosed documents of 
an assault I received here. [The 
grievance response confirms the 
comrade's report that CO1 N. Metz‐
gar assaulted em with OC spray in 
September for no reason at all.]

A Pennsylvania prisoner wrote 
on 14 January 2025: The part of 
the prison that was featured on 
NewsNation (The Bandfield 
Show); providing the "Lights 
Show" that went viral, is an old 
addon. There are 2 extended 
Blocks: EBlock, which is the 
Block that went viral with the light 
show, and FBlock, which is the so
called “honor block”. Both E and F
Blocks assume "perks," such as a 
window and radiator. The rest of the 
prison is cells stacked by tiers and 
its steel bars and levers to latch 
close and to release cell gates. The 
cells are the size of a small bath‐

room, and they are mostly occupied 
by 2 persons. However, the top 3 
and 4 tiers (depending on the 
Blocks) are single cells only to re‐
lieve some of the weight as a solu‐
tion to the structural damages. 
Prisoners are essentially housed on 
Blocks that should have been con‐
demned decades ago. The Blocks 
that are indicated as condemned on‐
line are in fact fully occupied. Al‐
though SCIHuntingdon isn't up to 
code or PREA compliance, its cost 
efficiency to operate due to its out‐
dated mechanics rather offsets pay‐
ment for fines.

[ goes on to document mold is‐
sues, rats, bedbugs, lack of privacy 
in showers, very limited rec, and a 
total lack of heat in the winter. See 
our website for full details.]

 The majority of SCIHunting‐
don's population are serving extra‐
ordinary lengths or death by 

incarceration sentences. And this 
population is situated in a small ru‐
ral district that's otherwise econom‐
ically depleted. Thus, Huntingdon's 
prison population essentially com‐
pensates for its depressed economy 
by counting its prison population in 
the census to meet requirements for 
federal funding and political repre‐
sentation for its district. As an addi‐
tional point of reference, 
SCIHuntingdon makes up for a 
bulk of the production for PA Cor‐
rections Industries. Therefore, 
there's no wonder that in spite of the 
conditions, the corporate/private 
socioeconomic interest politically 
outweighs the civil rights and fun‐
damental safety of its prisoners. 
This dynamic is not far removed 
from what the Mangione case rep‐
resents. Although his alleged act 
represents a revolt against the ex‐
ploitations of corporate healthcare 
insurance industries, there's a mes‐
sage that's also fitting to a corporate 
America in general.

While the Magione case is made 

specific to the basic need and right 
to adequate health care, such should 
represent to the people the primary 
contradiction of capitalism, which 
exposes a common enemy vested in 
a political system that panders and 
facilitates the corporate exploita‐
tions attributed to mass death, mass 
incarceration, mass inflation, and 
the mass affect of imperialism. 
However, individual acts of revolu‐
tion which can serve as effective 
propaganda are often hijacked and 
trivialized by reactionaries, which 
are undermined by the corporate 
media apparatus. Although, it's my 
hope that such a message would 
galvanize the common sense of the 
people, and assume a superstructure 
concentrated on power to the peo‐
ple, rather than a cult of individual‐
ism where our grief is isolated and 
our passions to transform the world 
is reduced to alienation.

MIM(Prisons) responds: See arti‐
cle below for the class analysis that 
we agree with. ■

immense profit because the 

American public has allwed [sic] 
them to get away with it. Obviously 
the problem is more complex, but I 
do not have space, and frankly I do 
not pretend to be the most qualified 
person to lay out the full argument. 
But many have illuminated the cor‐
ruption and greed (e.g.: Rosenthal, 
Moore), decades ago and the prob‐
lems simply remain. It is not an is‐
sue of awareness at this point, but 

clearly power games at play. 
Evidently I am the first to face 
it with such brutal hon‐
esty."(1)

Let us take a closer look 
at this writing. Luigi begins 
with saying:

"To the Feds, I'll keep this 
short, because I do respect 
what you do for our country."

To those who proclaim 
Luigi is spreading "class 
consciousness" or that ey is a 
revolutionary, this single 
sentence should shatter all il‐
lusions. If an ally of yours 
said ey respects federal 
agents (of the FBI, CIA, etc.) 
for what they “do for our 
country,” would you be on 
eir side? Our answer to this 
question is a resounding: 

Fuck No 

What else does Luigi write 
about? Ey brings up 
some rudimentary sta‐
tistics about life ex‐
pectancy in the United 
$tates and market capi‐
talization before as‐
serting that U.$. 
corporations have 
"gotten too powerful" 
and "they continue to 
abuse our country 
for immense profit 
because the Ameri‐

can public has 
allwed [sic] 

them to 
get 

a

way with it." This strikes us as sim‐
ilar to the proposition that the 
Amerikkkan public is “brain‐
washed” (how? by whom? why?) 
into merely passively accepting the 
capitalistimperialist worldsys‐
tem. This stands in opposition to 
our political line which is that 
EuroAmerikans actively embrace 
imperialism (consciously or not) as 
the primary source of their wealth 
via superprofits extracted from the 
Third World proletariat. 

Luigi ends eir writing by admit‐
ting that ey is not “the most quali‐
fied person to lay out the full 
argument” for the issues of the     U.
$. health insurance system but as‐
sures us that ey is, “evidently […] 
the first to face it with such brutal 
honesty.” 

How high and mighty! Luigi is 
“evidently” the first to break 
through the veil of ignorance 
which plagues the rest of us. 
Though we would contend that 
there are perhaps a few people who 
have come before Mr. Mangione 
who have faced the “corruption and 
greed” of the healthcare industry 
(which is only a particular form of 
capitalist industry in general) with 
“such brutal honesty.” Off the top 
of our heads, we can think of Marx, 

Engels, Lenin, Stalin, Mao, Fred 
Hampton, Malcolm X, or Huey 
Newton, just to name a few. These 
are of course only the most popular 
figureheads of past communist 
movements. In reality, there are 
millions who have stood their 
ground against the imperialist
bourgeoisie and lost their lives for 
it. But no matter their sacrifice, for 
we have been blessed with the gift 
of the wealthy EuroAmerikan 
from Maryland showing us the 
path forward!

So where does all this leave us? 
Is Luigi really a Marxist revolu‐
tionary who has been sent down 
from the Heavens to end the op‐
pression of the masses? Of course 
not. Luigi’s writings and musings 
are nothing more than regurgita‐

tions of the same social fascist 
populism that is reminiscent 

of the messaging around 
Bernie Sander’s pres‐

idential cam‐
paigns 
combined with 
an impetus to‐
wards political 
violence. Dis‐
content with 
the healthcare 
insurance in‐
dustry is nor‐
mal everyday 
politics for 
people living in 
the United 
$tates. All 
Luigi did was 
elevate this 
discontent 
from the level 

of complaining on the internet or 
attending protests to killing a CEO. 
An escalation of force, to be sure, 
but not one that is qualitatively dif‐
ferent in its nature.

The Public's 
Reaction

However critical we may be of 
Luigi Mangione, ey is only an indi‐
vidual. It would be an error to nar‐
rowly focus on the individual 
agents of hystory rather than the 
political trends and their material 
causes which compel individuals 
to act the way they do. So what 
trend underlies the actions of 
Luigi? And how has this been re‐
flected in the public’s reaction to 
the killing?

Broadly, reactions to the shoot‐
ing can be grouped into one of two 
camps: condemnations of Luigi’s 
actions or celebrations of them.

Those who condemn Luigi tend 
to do so from a position of superfi‐
cial pacifism wherein you must be 
totally against violence in all situa‐
tions — unless it benefits yourself 
or your nation. A vast majority of U.
$. politicians fall into this group as 
well as a sizable portion of the U.$. 
citizenry. Typically hailing from 

the upper strata of U.$. society, 
these individuals are largely hypo‐
critical and uninteresting for our 
purposes here. After all, even a 
child can identify the contradiction 
that’s present when one mourns the 
death of a single CEO while simul‐
taneously advocating for imperial‐
ist armies to indiscriminately 
murder the oppressed.

On the other side, there are 
large swaths of people who view 
Luigi as a “folk hero” or a “savior” 
and exist somewhere on the spec‐
trum between sympathizing with 
or admiring Luigi. Typically 
viewed as part of the Amerikan 
“left” (though we have observed 
both Democrats and Republicans 
expressing these views), this group 
wishes for healthcare reform in or‐
der to ease up on the contradictions 
intrinsic to the capitalist system. 
More specifically, these individu‐
als fall into the same category of 
social fascist labor aristocrats as 
Luigi. Their class status as labor 
aristocrats is being threatened by 
the "greedy" capitalists of the 
health insurance corporations who 
want to take away their hard
earned wealth (i.e. superprofits 
from the Third World) and Luigi's 
actions are simply one response to 
this threat. So long as their aim is 
narrowly limited on what can be 
done to improve the lives of 
Amerikans rather than taking a 
revolutionary approach to under‐
stand what can be done to improve 
the lives of all humyns, they re‐
main enemies of the international 
proletariat.

The graph below helps illus‐
trate the demographics of either 
group as well as the proportions of 
the U.$. population that fall into ei‐
ther side. We also must wonder if 
the 20% support for Luigi Man‐
gione among Amerikans would 
translate to support for retribution 
for the killing of Robert Brooks by 
New York prison guards (see p. 7) 
and the slow genocide of New 
Afrikan men in U.$. prisons? We 
probably all know the answer to 
this question.  

Though there is a real ideologi‐
cal divide between the two afore‐
mentioned groups, it would be 
wrong to overstate the width of this 
divide. Both groups are merely two 
factions of the white supremacist 
Amerikkkan establishment which 
exploits the Third World in order to 
secure their own prosperity.

Our Thoughts
Where do we lie in this divide? 

You certainly won’t find us shed‐
ding tears over a dead CEO, dis‐
avowing violence, or proclaiming 
pacifism, but you also will not see 
us celebrating Luigi Mangione as 
some sort of hero of the oppressed. 
Instead, we view Luigi as merely 
the latest manifestation of labor 
aristocracy angst towards the im‐

perialist leaders of the United 
$tates. If either of Luigi’s actions or 
political line were rooted in revolu‐
tionary politics, we’d be a bit more 
sympathetic to em. But as it stands, 
Luigi’s lone wolf killing is both 
tactically inept and ideologically 
confused.

More broadly, we understand 
the struggle of people in the United 
$tates for more comprehensive 
healthcare. But rather than trying to 
secure healthcare for Amerikans 
only, why don’t we set our sights 
on securing healthcare for all peo‐
ple? Why should we advocate for 
petty reforms like getting earlier 
colonoscopies for middleaged 
Amerikans when millions die each 
year in the Third World from eas‐
ilypreventable diseases because of 
imperialist wealth extraction? or 
when U.$. weapons are used to 
murder doctors and bomb hospitals 
in Gaza? This is a topic comrades 
have written on before in relation to 
the Affordable Care Act, and it 
clearly remains relevant today.(3) 
Even if we limit our scope to be 
within U.$. borders, the lack of 
healthcare that’s available for pris‐
oners is a much more pressing is‐
sue than the reforms which the 
social fascists are seeking. It's well 
documented how healthcare, and 
lack thereof, is used as a tool to 
punish and torture prisoners rather 
than recognizing it as a constitu‐
tional right.(4)

Circling back to the central 
topic of this article, the question 
still stands: will this shooting actu‐
ally change anything about the 
healthcare industry? Almost cer‐
tainly not. But it has provided an 
opportunity for the fascism of the 
labor aristocracy to rear its head in 
a particularly brazen fashion 
through the actions of Luigi Man‐
gione. As the U.$. labor aristocracy 
is faced with political chaos both 
athome and abroad, they will re‐
sist the everlooming threat of pro‐
letarianization. Will they recover 
and maintain their position in the 
imperialist world system? Will the 
U.$. population come facetoface 
with proletarianization as global 
interimperialist conflicts inten‐
sify? We cannot say which is the 
case. The only thing we are sure of 
is that the actions of Luigi Man‐
gione have provided a unique in‐
sight into the political terrain we 
operate in within U.$. borders. As 
communists, we must harness this 
insight and use it to guide our polit‐
ical action so that we may empower 
the international proletariat in their 
struggle against capitalistimperi‐
alism. The only path forward is 
revolution. ■
Notes:
1. Ken Klippenstein, 10 December 2024, Exclu‐
sive: Luigi's Manifesto
2. YouGov Poll, December 2024
3. ULK 38, April 2014, Affordable Care Act Un‐
derscores Need for Global Health Coverage
4. ULK 12, September 2009, Basic Healthcare 
Threat to Security
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Victory Getting Zionists Off Tablets; 
Organizing for Palestine Behind the Walls
by Grim of United Strugle from 

Within
December 2024
Countering the Bourgeois 
Media

Operation AlAqsa Flood, 
where the Palestinian resistance 
factions (of which the Islamic 
Resistance Movement, Hamas, 
was the largest) united in re‐
sponse to the continued occupa‐
tion of their homeland by the 
Zionist entity, was launched on 7 
October 2023. Since then, the 
brutal daily oppression by the oc‐
cupation forces, and the contin‐
ued desecration and assaults on 
AlAqsa Mosque atop alHaram 
alSharif in occupied AlQuds 
continues.(1) In the last 15 
months, there have been many 
occasions to have political dis‐
cussions and pass out literature 
regarding Palestine in the hopes 
of bolstering the support for 
Palestine among the imprisoned 
lumpen here in the South Bay. I 
would never assume this to be an 
easy task, and it hasn't been, but 
slowly but surely more people are 
breaking from the miasma of 
post9/11 antiArab/Islamopho‐
bic sentiments (which itself is an 
accomplishment as this has been 
deeply ingrained in the Amerikan 
consciousness since the begin‐
ning of the socalled "War on 
Terror").

Here in the majority liberal 
South Bay, the main sources that 
prisoners get their news from is 
the San Jose Mercury News 
newspaper and the local news 
channel, Fox 2 News. Like all 
bourgeois media, both have been 
reporting on the genocidal Zion‐
ist war on Palestine from the gen‐
eral viewpoint of the Democratic 
Party, that is, a proU.$., pro
i$rael view (with some small ex‐
ceptions, most coming in the 
form of reprints of articles by 
New York Times columnist 
Nicholas Kristof and the occa‐
sional proPalestinian letter to the 
editor, though they have never 
printed any that I persynally have 
sent).(2) So on that note, it has 
been of paramount importance to 
combat the repetitive assertions 
of the usual incessant line, "the 
war began when Hamas terrorists 
(sic) launched a surprise attack 
on southern Israel (sic) ...", which 
is taken as unquestionable truth 
in line with the discourse of post
9/11 hysteria plaguing the psy‐
ches of those here on Occupied 
Turtle Island.

Being that the events of 11 
September 2001 (9/11) are the 
main source of today's general‐
ized sentiments in a large portion 
of Amerika's collective psyche, I 
believed it to be fitting to begin 
my organizing work by passing 
out and making available copies 
of Ward Churchill's wonderfully 
insightful 2001 essay "On the 
Justice of Roosting Chickens 
(Some People Push Back)," 
which echoes a quote made by 
Malcolm X shortly after the as‐
sassination of John F. Kennedy 
on 22 November 1963. I chose 
this essay because it, more than 
any other short and concise work 
on the subject, blows out of the 
water the commonly accepted 
reasons, propagated by the U.$. 
government, on the causes of 
9/11. Churchill centers the rea‐
sons firmly on the shoulders of 
Amerikan imperialism and neo‐
colonial exploitation and oppres‐
sion of the Arab world.

I paired this essay with copies 

I made of AIPS comrade Lila's 
equally insightful and engaging 
article "What is Hamas?" (see 
Under Lock & Key No. 85). USW 
comrade Da Pale One's October 
2023 article "A Brief History on 
Palestine" from ULK No. 84 was 
also very helpful for laying a ba‐
sis for those willing to challenge 
their preconceived notions on 
Palestine, and those who had no 
previous opinion on the region 
and its indigenous inhabitants 
and wanted to learn more.

The conversations I had re‐
garding the above writings led to 
much more interest into what the 
actual truth is behind the Pales‐
tinian people's valiant struggle 
against the ideology of Zionism 
and its settlercolonial project, 
and why it seems that Amerikan 
media has over the decades either 
been completely silent or am‐
bivalently acquiescing to 
the will of the Zionist 
entity, protecting 
its blatant ag‐
gression and 
genocidal 
mentality to‐
wards the 
Palestinian 
people and 
its denial of 
their legitimate 
claims to the hys‐
toric land of 
Palestine.

Who Sup‐
ports Pales‐
tine vs. I$rael?

Though it is 
probably obvious, 
those who are 
most against 
Palestine in this 
jail are most of 
the Euro
Amerikans, 
as well as the 
biblethump‐
ing Chris‐
tians. On the 
flip side, the 
people I have 
been working 
with and who I 
have persynally 
found to be most interested are: 
the Vietnamese prisoners and the 
Samoans/Pacific Islanders. 
There are large communities of 
both in San Jose and, just like the 
New Afrikan neighborhoods and 
the Chican@ varrios, they are 
also subject to brutal occupation 
and surveillance by SJPD pigs 
and at times also catch the ever
watching gaze of the FBI, which 
has a main field office in the 
largely gentrified town of Camp‐
bell, west of downtown.

I have had many interesting 
conversations with Vietnamese 
prisoners, not just on Palestine, 
but also on the the genocidal 
Amerikan war against the people 
of Vietnam, Laos, and Cambo‐
dia. I get a general feeling from 
these discussions that, though 
they are fiercely proud of their 
peoples' decisive victory against 
the world's #1 bully, imperialist 
Amerika, they are also troubled 
by the largely unanswered and 
undiscussed questions of, "What 
went wrong? What happened to 
our peoples' beautiful vision of a 
future communist nation?" I am 
glad to see them attempting to 
answer these questions, decades 
after many of their family mem‐
bers fled the atrocities of the 
Amerikan military and their 
South Vietnamese puppets.

On a final note, both the peo‐

ple of Vietnam and the people of 
Samoa have had firsthand expe‐
rience with European colonial‐
ism and Amerikan hegemony. 
The fact that they are able to con‐
nect their peoples' struggles to 
the relatable struggles of the peo‐
ple of Palestine is a success that I 
am willing to celebrate. 

Prison Tablet Propaganda 

Continues, With a Victory

A barrier that those organiz‐
ing for Palestine behind the 
walls, have had to deal with since 
AlAqsa Flood is the Christian 
Zionist prison ministries whom, 
as comrade Firewater noted in 
ULK No. 87, "have a monopoly 
on [the] tablets ... [that] needs to 
be broken up!"(3) I want to thank 
both comrade Firewater and 
comrade Triumphant very much 

for their insights on this topic in 
the Texas Department of Crimi‐
nal Justice (TDCJ). Before writ‐
ing my original article on it, 
comrades in California began 
submitting multiple complaints 
related to the education app on 
Our tablets, "Edovo", which al‐
lows ministries like the right
wing evangelists who produce 
the "Real Vida TV" podcast from 
their studio in Tyler, TX, to con‐
tinue to upload content that radi‐
ates conservative Christian or 
Christian Zionist rhetoric and be‐
liefs. Much of this messaging is 
equal parts antisemitic, anti
Arab, Islamophobic, queer and 
transphobic and antiimmigrant. 
Thankfully, in apparent response 
to this deluge of complaints, 
Edovo removed all of Real Vida's 
content from their platform, 
which is as much of a win as We 
could have hoped. A more long
term goal would be to get MIM 
content on our tablets for a re‐
freshing counterpoint to Our ene‐
mies' propaganda.

This removal of Real Vida 
from Edovo does not account for 
the fact that on other tablets and 
apps in other states' jails and 
prison systems, Real Vida con‐
tinues to be available as Tri‐
umphant and Firewater have 
noted from the Texas prison sys‐
tem. In research I conducted after 
reading both comrades' re‐

sponses, I found out several 
things. Firstly, the tablet app 
called "Pando" is indeed, as Fire‐
water suspected, created and 
maintained by "rightwing evan‐
gelist kooks" as I was able to as‐
certain from watching a podcast 
interview with the main creator 
of the app, Isaac Holt.(4) I further 
learned that the apparent goto 
excuse for Pando refusing con‐
tent from providers is because 
"they only want to upload high
quality Christian content"(4), 
which apparently means refusing 
content from Christian organiza‐
tions and denominations with a 
more liberal/progressive world‐
view like Unitarian Universal‐
ists.

I also heard a radio show/pod‐
cast that our TX comrades are 
likely familiar with called "The 

Prison Show" (which airs ev‐
ery Friday night from 9

11 PM central on 
KPFT 90.1 FM out 

of Houston). 
They recently 
uploaded about 
50 of their pre‐
vious episodes 
to Edovo, from 

December 2023 
to November 2024. 

In several episodes 
they discuss the ridicu‐
lous game of stringing 
along and avoidance 
that both TDCJ and Se‐
curus Technologies 
played with David 
Collingsworth (the cur‐
rent producer of the 
show) for over four 
years in the shows quest 

to get on the tablets so 
everyone across 

TDCJ and in other 
states could tune 

in. He also 
spoke about 
their meetings 
with Pando 
executives 

who asked them 
to sign a mandatory 

contract that states 
that in order to be al‐

lowed to upload content, 
you must agree that all con‐

tent will emphatically "preach 
the word of Jesus".(5) This 
ridiculous prerequisite should 
tell you all you need to know 
about Pando, its CEO Jake Bod‐
ine and what they and the TDCJ 
are trying to promote: an endless 
cycle of brainwashed evangelic 
"field ministers", of which I'm 
told TDCJ already has a great 
deal of.

Origins of Zionism and 
Christian Zionism

Central to the understanding 
of the land of Palestine and the 
Palestinian liberation struggle is 
understanding the twin ideolo‐
gies of Zionism and its mostly 
Amerikan cousin, Christian 
Zionism.

Both ideologies are anti‐
semitic in nature and began that 
way from their respective ori‐
gins. Zionism, like any other set‐
tler colonial project, is based in 
the genocidal erasure of the in‐
digenous inhabitants of a land, in 
this case the Palestinian Arab 
people, and the selfindigenizing 
of the settlers. The strange thing 
about Zionism is that far from be‐
ing helpful to the Jews, both ide‐
ologies are grounded in 
antisemitism. This can be hard to 
grasp for people, as one would 
think that something supposedly 
in favor of the Jews couldn't pos‐

sibly be antisemitic. The truth 
however, as with most things, lies 
in its hystory.

Zionism began as a political 
ideology grounded in the anti‐
semitic belief that the Jews did 
not belong in Europe and there‐
fore should be removed from Eu‐
rope to some other locale. The 
land of Palestine was also not the 
first place that Theodor Herzl, the 
founder of Zionism, proposed to 
remove all of the Jews to, as 
Herzl considered locations in 
Uganda in East Afrika and South 
America before landing on Pales‐
tine.(6)

This removal to Palestine was 
of course fully backed by Britain, 
culminating in the oftcited Bal‐
four Declaration of 1917 written 
by Lord Arthur Balfour, himself 
an antisemite, with strong back‐
ing from other British and 
Amerikan antisemites like Lloyd 
George, Woodrow Wilson, and 
Harry Truman. Britain was the 
major imperialist power vying 
for control of the region at the 
time, with France a close second.
(7) This is the same Arthur Bal‐
four who was quoted as writing in 
an August 1919 memorandum, 
"The four great powers are com‐
mitted to Zionism, and Zionism 
be it right or wrong, good or bad, 
is rooted in agelong tradition, in 
present needs, in future hopes, of 
far profounder import than the 
desire or prejudices of the 
700,000 Arabs [the actual num‐
ber at the time was at least several 
hundred thousand more] who 
now inhabit that ancient land. In 
my opinion that is right."(8)

Having an ostensibly Euro‐
pean outpost in the Arab world 
was also thought by the 
Amerikans and Western Europe 
to be a strong tool for holding the 
spread of both Islam and commu‐
nism at bay.(9)

As the horrors of the Nazi 
genocide became apparent and as 
European Jewish refugees con‐
tinued to flood out of German
occupied Europe aside other 
groups singled out by the Nazi 
regime, instead of accepting 
these refugees into U.$.allied 
countries, they were vehemently 
refused and forwarded on to seek 
refuge in the New Yishuv (in He‐
brew: settlement/community) 
created by the Zionists in the land 
of Palestine.(10)

The Old Yishuv of Jews had 
been living in Palestine long be‐
fore the creation of Zionism and 
the First and Second Aliya (Zion‐
istsponsored immigration waves 
of Jews to Palestine beginning in 
1882). It bears mentioning that 
the Old Yishuv was, until the end 
of 1945 and WWII, majorly 
against Zionism and the hopes of 
the Zionists of creating a Jewish 
state on top of and instead of 
Palestine. However, this mostly 
changed after the world was 
made fully aware of just what the 
Nazi regime planned and carried 
out in regards to their socalled 
"Final Solution" to the socalled 
"Jewish problem".

Finally, after the initial 1948 
Nakba ("the catastrophe", or eth‐
nic cleansing of Arabs) and into 
the present day, the Zionist entity 
has supported, partnered with, 
trained the military forces and 
death squads of, and aligned 
themselves with some of the most 
genocidal and virulently anti‐
semitic regimes and individuals 

Continued on next page... 
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in recent decades. These range 
from Somoza and the Salvado‐
ran and Guatemalan generals 
and Central American dictators 
(11) to recent interactions in late 
2023 and 2024 between Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
and other i$raeli leaders and 
Elon Musk, a purveyor of anti‐
semitic and white supremacist 
rhetoric and conspiracy theo‐
ries, all in the name of Zionism 
apparently.(12)

The ideas behind Christian 
Zionism were around long be‐
fore Herzl's ideology in Chris‐
tian Europe. Christian Zionism, 
like its cousin Zionism, is predi‐
cated on antisemitic tropes 
about the Jews which date back 
to the Christian belief that the 
Jews (in the biblical form of the 
Pharisees, an ancient Jewish 
sect) are responsible and to 
blame (and to be hated for eter‐
nity) for the death of Jesus. As 
I've discussed previously in 
ULK, Christian Zionism is led 
in Amerika primarily by sec‐
tions of the Christian Right, 
mostly consisting of rightwing 
evangelists.(13) These evange‐
lists descend from the Protestant 
sect of Christianity that seceded 
from the Roman Catholic 
Church during the Reformation 
and adhered to the doctrine of 
Martin Luther, a staunch anti‐
semite who authored the anti‐
semitic work, "On the Jews and 
their Lies", in 1543.(14) Hitler 
and the Nazis were admirers of 
Martin Luther, as exemplified 
by a 1933 Nazi propaganda 
poster that read, "Hitler's fight 
and [Martin] Luther's teaching 
are the best defense for the Ger‐
man people."(15) Today the 
Trump administration supports 
Netanyahu, includes Evangeli‐
cal Christians and the richest 
man in the world Elon Musk 
who gave a Nazi salute at the in‐
auguration.

Christian Zionists see the 
Jewish people as simply a pawn 

in their deranged socalled 
"EndTimes prophecies", be‐
lieving that the only Jews who 
are "redeemable" in their eyes 
are those who accepted Jesus as 
the "messiah" and their "lord 
and savior", thus converting to 
Christianity and leaving their 
own religious beliefs behind. 
They call these converts "Mes‐
sianic Jews". According to these 
"prophecies", those who do not 
convert will burn in hell with 
the rest of the nonbelievers, as 
the true believers ascend in 
"glorious rapture" with their 
"messiah" Jesus Christ to the 
pearly gates of Lala Land.

The largest specific group‐
ing of those who hold these 
hateful and outrageous beliefs 
in the United $tates are known 
as the New Apostolic Reforma‐
tion (NAR), a rightwing Chris‐
tian nationalist movement of 
around 3 million Pentecostal 
and evangelical Christians 
whose ideology also commands 
adherents to capture the so
called "Seven Mountains" of 
societal influence: education, 
religion, family, business, the 
government and military, the 
arts and entertainment, and the 
media.(16) They are an organi‐
zation that we, as revolutionar‐
ies, should keep an eye on, 
especially in lieu of the 
"OompaLoompa Man" and his 
MAGA fanatics taking control 
of the presidency and both 
houses of Congress this year. 

Groups like the Proud Boys 
have been relatively inactive 
since the Capital riot on 6 Janu‐
ary 2021, mostly due to fractur‐
ing after their leadership was 
locked up. In addition, other 
white supremacist/nationalist 
formations, like the "White 
Lives Matter" crowd, the viru‐
lently antisemitic Goyim De‐
fense League, Identity Evropa, 
Patriot Prayer, Blood Tribe, 
Nick Fuentes and the 
"Groypers", the socalled "Ac‐

tive Clubs" 
and many oth‐
ers (some of 
which have 
been reported 
as trying to 
worm their 
way into the 
Palestine soli‐
darity move‐
ment with 
antisemitic 
signage, chants and pseudo anti
Zionist discourse, i.e. antiJew‐
ish rhetoric masquerading as 
being proPalestinian or anti
i$rael) may feel they have some 
wiggle room to recruit and orga‐
nize after Genocide Joe leaves 
office and MAGA becomes the 
"law of the land". These con‐
cerns stem from discussions I've 
had with some of my outside 
comrades that have been active 
in the Palestine solidarity 
movement recently in college 
campus "Liberated Zones" and 
in the streets.

Concluding Thoughts

As the Palestinian resistance 
continues on, steadfast in their 
struggle for liberation and re‐
turn and in fierce opposition to 
the genocidal logic of Zionism 
and settlercolonialism; as the 
Lebanese resistance takes time 
to restructure their leadership 
apparatus in lieu of the aggres‐
sive Zionist assassination oper‐
ation of Sayyed Hassan 
Nasrallah and the majority of 
the political and military leader‐
ship of Hezbollah; as the brave 
members of the Yemeni Ansar 
Allah party continue their as‐
sault on the Zionist entity and 
their widely successful opera‐
tion to throw innumerable mon‐
key wrenches into the gears of 
the imperialist war machine and 
a global capitalism in unshak‐
able support of the Palestinian 
people and their resistance; and 
as uncertain possibilities open 
up in Syria, all of Our eyes 
should continue to be firmly fo‐
cused on Palestine and the Lev‐
ant. The Christian Right's 

"standin messiah", Trump 2.0, 
is threatening there will be "hell 
to pay" if the Palestinian resis‐
tance doesn't return the i$raeli 
citizens taken during AlAqsa 
Flood. Trump may also take re‐
venge against the Islamic Re‐
public of Iran for allegedly 
plotting to assassinate him be‐
fore the election.

May we all continue to learn 
from the steadfast courage of 
the Palestinian people, and may 
they find swift victory against 
the Zionist entity in the coming 
year. ■

Glory to the Marytrs

Freedom to the Prisoners

Healing to the Wounded

Revolution until Victory
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by MIM(Prisons)
January 2025

Just a few months ago we 
reported on the ongoing illegal 
funding of I$rael by the United 
$tates, with a recently 
announced $8.7 billion funding 
package.(1) As Biden prepares 
to leave office later this month, 
it has been reported that another 
$8 billion is being sent to fund 
the imperialist outpost in the 
Middle East. Axios reports: 

"The State Department has 
notified Congress ‘informally’ 
of an $8 billion proposed arms 
deal with Israel that will include 
munitions for fighter jets and 
attack helicopters as well as 
artillery shells."

The Council on American
Islamic Relations (CAIR) 
responded in part:

"Only racists who do not view 
people of color as equally 
human, and sociopaths who 
delight in funding mass 
slaughter, could send 
Netanyahu even more bombs 
while his government openly 
kidnaps doctors, destroys 
hospitals, and exterminates the 

last survivors in northern 
Gaza."(2)

The Palestinian resistance 
has drawn the line in the sand, 
and are continuing to expose the 
racism of Amerikans and others 
in the imperialist countries who 
support this ongoing genocide. 
But it is especially the people in 
the United $tates who benefit 
from the funds feeding the 
military industrial complex, as 
most aid to I$rael is spent here. 

In further support of 
militarism on his way out of 
office, Biden has once again 
begun direct bombing of Yemen 
by U.$. war ships despite a 
pledge to end the war on Yemen 
when campaigning for the 
presidency.  As part of 
Operation Prosperity Guardian, 
U.$. aircraft carriers have been 
in the Red Sea for over a year to 
safeguard international trade in 
general and shipments to I$rael 
in particular. Recently, the 
Amerikans bombed both the 
only airport in Yemen, killing 
six and injurying 40, and the 
main port that serves as the 
lifeline for geting supplies to 

Yemen. This port was already 
largely damaged in the ongoing 
war with the U.$.backed Saudi 
regime. The airport attack was 
timed by I$rael to happen while 
the World Health Organization 
General Secretary was  there, 
though ey was not injured.(3)

Despite over 22 years of 
continuous U.$.sponsored 
attacks, the people of Yemen 
stand strong, and Ansar Allah 
are clear they will not stop 
rerouting ships in the Red 
Sea and attacking 
I$rael until 
genocide in 
Gaza 
stops.

There 
is no hope 
of the U.$. 
imperialists 
cutting off 

I$rael on their own volition, and 
everything in our power must be 
done here in the heart of empire 
to stop the funding of genocide 
and the expansionist settler 
colonialism spreading across 
the region. Palestine, Yemen 
and others in the region are at 
the front lines fighting 
imperialism and oppression. ■
Notes:
1. MIM(Prisons) October 2024, "U.$. 
Continues Illegal Funding to Zionist 
Terrorists", ULK Issue 87.
2. CAIR, 4 January 2025, CAIR Calls Biden 
Admin’s New $8 Billion Arms Sale for Israeli 
Genocide ‘Racist, Sociopathic’.
3. Democracy Now! 3 January 2025.

Happy Mass Murder DayJoe Ends Term with One More Big Push for Genocide

... Continued from previous page ... Christian Zionism

by SKS Heruglyphx of USW
November 2024

Happy Mass Murder Day,
The last Thursday in November,
a day to give thanks to god;
for the natives being massacred.
What kind of god do we believe in,
making heroes out of criminals,
celebrating the atrocities,
of the socalled founding fathers,
thieves, humyn traffickers,
rapists, and slave holders?
Thanking god for the parasites,
no wonder we are still their sufferers.

Happy Mass Murder Day,
The history speaks for itself,
we see why the very same invasions,
and massacres are happening,
to the Palestinian natives.
Funded and armed,
by the very same parasites;
who invaded and massacred,
the American natives.
Pretty soon there will be,
a Thanks Giving day,
for the invasion and massacre
happening in Palestine.
Inevitable, as long as the parasites,
are in control of the narrative.

Happy Mass Murder Day,
to who, the lawmakers,
who got millions invested
in military weapons
manufacturing companies?
And the owners of the companies
manufacturing the bombs?
Or the poor defenseless victims;
wombmen and children
being blown to smithereens,
with systematic impunities?
Y'all keep celebrating the murderers,
I'll keep celebrating the victims
of these crimes against humanity,
victims of CIPWS atrocities.

Happy Mass Murder Day,
Isn't Gaza and the West Bank,
in and of themselves reservations?
Hasn't Gaza and the West Bank,
been enduring the very same foreigner
settler colonization and occupation,
for 76plus years?
Doesn't that call for
Palestinian indignation?
And isn't it being done,
by the very same victims
of holocaust extermination?
How do you scream "self defense"
against a people you are denying
selfdetermination?
Where is God,
or the United Nations?

Happy Mass Murder Day,
why isn't anyone seeing
a double standard of international law?
Why isn't anyone seeing the Zionist,
as being truly antisemitic to the core?
Why isn't anyone seeing
that Amerikkka is arming the Zionist
against the Palestinian poor?
the blocking of humanitarian aid,
the targeting of wombmen and 

children,
attacking hospitals and aid workers,
medical personnel and UN Officials,
need I say any more?
Netanhitler is a proxy of the U.$.,
so he cannot be a war criminal,
and what's happening in Palestine,
in their eyes is not even war.
Must be just a figment of my 

imagination,
just keeping it raw.

Happy Mass Murder Day...
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Marooned
by Alien
July 2024

Swallowed alive by the 2nd Beast, digested for eternity. 

Encaged, isolated and eclipsed, by spotlights under scrutiny. 

Splinters in my feet, as I walk the plank voluntarily; 

Poseidon's fishin' for me, with liquid dreams of recrutin' ye, 

into the ranknfile to crowdsurf waves momentarily. 

suddenly, loose lips opened up, like cannon ports, aimed at you and me. 

verbal cannon balls sunk our ship, Amongst A counterrevolution of mutiny. 

The mutants sold us out and signed a deal with Big Satan. 

Long Ago, Big And Lil' satan gave birth to their nations. 

Over time their baby nations mutated, like xmen, 

but with antihero superpowers to drop bombs on the next myn; 

And also on their next Ken, 

who ain't even grown myn, 

just Palestinian baby P.O.W.'s, concentration camps, got em caged in, 

unescapable lion's den of thieves, who steal lives from mere children. 

I guess children's Lives Don't Matter, without world superpowers, like Biden.

by a Pennsylvania prisoner
January 2025

Some of the problems I have 
run into organizing are being 
targeted by administration for 
conducting a study group. Some 
times there's too many people 
interested for the space available, 
then when you've got 1520 
people huddled up and no 
violence is occurring, it scared 
the C.O.'s They are not used to 
that type of unity and they don't 
encourage anything that has to do 
with building a collective 
consciousness. I try to do study 
groups in smaller circles and 
more discreetly because some 
dudes are eyes and ears for the 
oppressor. Repression is not a 

good thing at all and I must say 
that before I continue. However, 
when they do crack down, that's 
when I pay close attention 
because certain responses help 
me inventory the caliber of men 
I'm studying with. The ones who 
know and understand the full 
magnitude of what the 
consequences can be for 
orchestrating a study group but 
are still willing to carry on are my 
type of comrades. In other words, 
the targeting helps me see who's 
who. 

As far as the question of being 
surrounded by enemies, we can 
list the various forces inside 
prisons similar to classes/nations 
outside because there are 
different types of people and not 
everybody is on the same page. 
For example, if in the prison I am 
housed at I did a united front for 
Palestine solidarity, certain 
people would not even consider it 
because that's not the level of 
struggle they are interested in. 
But if I did one for, let's say, 
advocating for more quality 
programming inside the 
institution, you will see a 
different crowd. Even in this 
crowd, you will have some who 
fully identify with capitalist 
principles (even fascism) and 
their oppressor.

Different initiatives will 
attract different people. I feel like 
it’s important to dichotomize 
because not everybody is 
qualified for revolutionary work. 
You’ve got some people who are 
so broken and battered they will 
utilize this as an opportunity to 
gain favor with the oppressor. 

United fronts can be formed that 
resolve around us understanding 
our personal experiences within 
the criminal injustice system and 
putting it in a larger context of 
abolishing the prison system and 
all other oppressive, capitalist
imperial systems. By us 
connecting this link to the outside 
world, we will see how these 
systems overlap and the need for 
a united front for all the 
oppressed. The fight continues.

MIM(Prisons) responds: Last 
issue we asked for feedback on 
what it was like to build support 
for Palestine in prisons. As this 
comrade indicates, it can be a 
hard sell. Focusing on quality 
programming can be a better 
place to start, but it is not 
inherently going to build the 
movement. More programming 
can lead to more state control 
over what prisoners are doing 
with their time, more 
brainwashing. So such a 
campaign would need to have a 
component where you were also 
building programs, or just space 
for discussion, that serves the 
movement for it to be a 
progressive campaign. That is, a 
campaign that serves the 
international proletariat rather 
than something that just helps a 
small group of people get jobs 
when they're released or 
whatever. Campaigning for 
Palestine is much more 
inherently internationalist in its 
content, and it does not present 
these challenges — it presents the 
challenge of being harder to 
mobilize people around instead, 
as comradeas in TX and FL have 
also reported. ■

by Alial haf
August 2024

The purpose of this article is 
to shine a spotlight into an area 
where darkness prevails. Now I 
know Georgia's prisons are not 
the only ones with this problem, 
but I'm willing to wager that 
Georgia is most likely leading the 
nation in such instances where 
INMATES ARE PERFORMING 
(FOR ALL INTENTS AND 
PURPOSES) THE DUTIES OF 
OFFICERS.

First off, Georgia's close 
security prisons (same as 
maximum security) are 
experiencing extreme shortages 
of correctional officers. It seems 
as though no one wants to be a 
part of a very obvious and very 
well known corrupt system or 
governmental body.

So now what a lot of prison 
wardens, administrators, officers, 
are doing, is becoming very 
familiar with gang leaders, or 
high ranking members of gangs, 
and basically using them and 
their subordinate gang members 
to police other prisoners.

Now some may say, I thought 
you would like this situation, it's 
ideal. EXCUSE ME, BUT FUCK 
NO, IT'S GOT EVERYTHING 
FUCKED UP! For instance 
inside the housing units, if you're 
a civilian prisoner (nongang 
affiliation) you are most likely 
not going to have access to a cell 
to sleep in or use the toilet, 
because gang members want 
their own personal room. 

The gang members are doing 
a lot of oppressing towards 
civilian prisoners (robbery, 
extortion, beatings, stabbing, 
murdering) and a lot of these acts 
are done for the sheer pleasure or 
entertainment of the gangs.

They even kick other pris‐
oners out of the housing units, 
forcing them to be housed in 
isolation/segregation. Basically 
if you're a nongang affiliated 
prisoner, you can't stay in general 
population unless you want to 
sleep in the dayroom/common 
area. What's even more absurd is 
that the gang members don't even 
want their socalled brother 
member to share a room with 
him.

The gang members are 
assigned nearly all the prison 
jobs, therefore they control the 
whole prison and its movement. 
The meals are brought to the 
housing unit, where the gang 
members distribute out the trays 
to themselves first and give what 

they don't want to the ones 
remaining. So you'd be fortunate 
to eat!

The food portions are very 
very pathetic, not even a 
kindergarten student would be 
fulfilled from these small 
portions. YES INMATES ARE 
PURPOSEFULLY STARVING 
OTHER PRISONERS.

HERE'S THE STRAW THAT 
BREAKS THE CAMEL'S 
BACK, if for some reason you 
and an officer get into a heated 
exchange these same gangsters 
take the side of the officer against 
you and will even beat you, stab 
you, yes even murder you.

The sad thing about all of this 
is, these inmate officers are not 
handsomely rewarded for any of 
these acts! Yeah the high ranking 
ones have their contraband, and 
other prison luxuries, but for the 
most part they don't have 
anything to show for their acts. 
Most are serving a life sentence 
(must serve 30 years before 
parole board considers parole for 
them) or life without parole, or 
any other combination of lengthy 
sentences. 

Now I respect that some pris‐
oners are working the system to 
their advantage, but you should 
never forget that your goal is to 
get released. So while you 
working the system to keep 
contraband shipments coming, 
and hustling to either provide for 
family or to save up for attorney 
fee or both, keep in mind that 
you're contributing to the 
oppression of others and to 
yourself by helping the wardens, 
administrators, and officers 
operate these prisons.

Some prisons in Georgia are 
even neglecting to open the law 
library, especially here at 
Valdosta State Prison. The cell 
phones have been the biggest gift 
and curse in Georgia prisons, 
because these guys allow 
wardens, administration, 
officers, HELL THE WHOLE 
GDC TO VIOLATE U.S. 
CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS 
SO THAT THE STAFF DON'T 
COME SEARCHING AND 
POSSIBLY FIND THEIR CELL 
PHONE. THINK ABOUT IT 
prison cell then phone, and you 
get cellphone, that's babysitting 
you in a cell!

Instead of attending to the law 
library, and trying to find a loop 
hole with their case to regain their 
freedom, they're on social media, 
or chatting with some chatline 
girl, instead of using the 

cellphone as a tool to regain their 
life. DO YOU GET IT NOW 
CELL PHONE? PRISON CELL 
PHONE!

It seems, gone are the times 
when prisoners would stick 
together regardless of race, 
organization, affiliations etc etc 
to reach a common goal or to 
better their treatment.

They've let the powers that be 
use their differences, along with 
their frustrating sentence/case 
circumstances, and their greed 
for material possessions 
(commissary food, cellphones 
and other contraband items) to 
divide them and place some 
above others to cause even more 
division.

In Georgia we're in prime 
position to unify and demand 
some things. Due to the fact that 
Georgia Department of 
Corrections is in an extreme 
shortage of officers.

This what I'm suggesting 
could be done without violence 
or breaking the rules. But we 
have to get the gangs and their 
purpose and main mission back 
into the proper perspective, 
which is to serve and protect 
civilians/citizens, to stop 
oppression.

The gangs have been 
infiltrated by these imposters 
who've gained rank and position 
only to destroy it from within. So 
be careful who you follow.

In closing, think deep, find 
what you and your socalled opp 
have in common, come together 
to fight against your common 
enemy. Don't allow your 
oppressors to use you to do their 
dirty work, by giving you some 
trinkets so you the oppressed will 
in turn oppress the already 
oppressed. We all have the same 
fight so why not join forces? 
There's nothing that a warden, 
administrator or officer could 
bring in to me or promise me to 
trick me into performing his duty. 
I'll never perform violence 
against another inmate for an 
officer, who when done with me, 
will turn traitor against me. Again 
I will not let Dept of Corrections 
pimp me. While they go home 
each and every day to their 
freedom and home and family, 
while some $50 cellphone keeps 
me distracted from seeking 
freedom. These cheap devices are 
not worth a life! ■

Refocus, Rehabilitate, 
Regain

Blurring the Lines: The Reversal of 
Officer and Inmate Roles

Report on Organizing a Study 
Group in Prison
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by LeninII of United Struggle 
from Within

January 2025

Greetings Revolutionaries, 
activists, thugs, radical students, 
pimps, hustlers, players, strip‐
pers, sex workers, and all the 
thoroughbred Runaway Slaves in 
the First World; this is strictly ad‐
dressed to the First World 
Lumpen. Marxism has taught us 
how to operate and harness the 
laws of the universe in the inter‐
ests of those systematically 
locked out of the production 
process, those who financemo‐
nopoly capitalism continue to de‐
humanize in its relentless, 
dogged, determined pursuit of 
endless profits. 

Fascism is the word of the 
current movement. Trump's elec‐
tion represents a certain height‐
ening of contradictions. This is a 
sign of the imperialists recogniz‐
ing their need for that strong per‐
syn to move this space into its 
more authoritarian direction, into 
its more authoritarian disposi‐
tion. 

We have to be vigilantly on 
the prowl for the emergence of 
fascism. Social commentary 
should center primarily on build‐
ing public opinion in this direc‐
tion. Even in its embryonic 
stages, fascism doesn't miss out 
on any opportunities to under‐
mine the workingclass revolu‐
tion and smash working class 
organizations; First World and 
Third World.

It is time to crack open the 
history books and practically ap‐
ply the dialecticalmaterialist 
analysis of history. There is noth‐
ing else at the moment that war‐
rants any more attention. Period. 
2020, though a moment, a flash 
point in social development, like 
I said previously in some past ar‐
ticle was not in any way contra‐
dictory to the U.$. empire; nor 
was there any easing of tensions 
between law enforcement and 
those of us trapped in the ghettos 
that pockmark this landscape. 

In 2022, actual U.$. military 
expenditure exceeded $1.52 tril‐
lion — more than twice the offi‐
cially acknowledged level of 
$766 billion. Overall military 
spending are not included in the 
empire's "defense budget" strate‐
gically. To estimate actual U.$. 
military spending, dialectical 
materialist methodological ap‐

proaches must be utilized. I 
recommend publications like 
Monthly Review.

Nothing will be gained at the 
expense of the Third World 
because of our lack of genuine 
effort to combat our First 
Worldist dispositions. We in 
the ameriKKKan heartland 
must sit down and focus on 
studying fascism. We most 
definitely have the leisure 
time because of the labor 
aristocratic essence of the 

working class demo‐
graphic in these 

parts. The class 
of people in 

the First 
World 
who are 
excluded 
from the 
produc‐
tive 
process, 
by virtue 
of living 
in the 
First 
World, on 

average receive more material 
benefits from imperialism than 
the global proletariat. This is the 
First World lumpen. But the radi‐
cal student movement is now 
with us, thanks to the gunshots let 
off on 7 October 2023 in Pales‐
tine and its people's struggle to 
free their land from i$raeli and 
ameriKKKan aggression.

We have to have a completely 
scientific understanding of the 
concrete reality of our situation. 
George Jackson once spoke of 
this. I believe his classic work 
Blood In My Eye must be resur‐
faced and consulted for the best, 
most indepth theoretical analy‐
sis of the current moment. Fas‐
cism and its historical 
significance was the point of his 
whole philosophy on politics, 
and its extension, war. 

George posited how corpo‐
ratefascism's nature advanced 
worldwide socialist conscious‐
ness after WW2. U.$. imperial‐
ism emerged after the Western 
powers had already divided up 
most of the most important mar‐
kets in the world. The aftermath 
of WW2 left those same Western 
powers severely weakened, the U.
$. became head honcho.

Social development continues 
to march ahead towards its logi‐
cal conclusion — via stages of 
course. All the forces of reaction 
and counterrevolution have lo‐
calized themselves and continue 
to radiate their oppressive energy 
in the now emerging 
ameriKKKan corporatefascist 
state. Despite the presence of po‐
litical parties, corporate politics 
is all that truly matters here. Cor‐
porate personhood command all 
state power. 

We hear about the corporate 
political maneuvering of entities 
like Amazon, IBM, Facebook, 
Samsung, Apple, and many 
more. The modern chip industry 
speaks to the authority large pri‐
vate corporations have over state 
bodies. Just as steel a century ago 
was the essential commodity for 
economic development, the chip 
is the 21st century repeat. Chips 
are central to the technology piv‐
otal to the present order. I say that 
to say that possibly by 2030, 
China's chip industry could rival 
Silicon Valley's influence; so this 
means something, the implica‐
tions are beyond disruption of U.
$. tech firms and trade flows, we 
are talking about a reset of the 
balance of military power.

Huawei has been at the center 
of all sorts of geopolitics in re‐
cent years. I think it's time USW 
comrades study Huawei, and 
learn what makes this entity's po‐
litical maneuvering such a night‐
mare for Western imperialists, 
and sidestep amerikkka's "Rus‐
sian threat" distraction with the 
whole bogus fabricated Uhuru 3 
persecution. 

The African People's Socialist 
Party are posing a very serious 
question that all revolutionaries 
active at the moment should sit 
down and reflect and ponder 
over: Did the FBI conspire with 
Russian intelligence to frame up 
Black activists in the United 
$tates?

The Uhuru 3 free speech trial 
has positioned me as an historical 
singularity, as that historical sin‐
gularity who sees all angles, all 
sides, who sees the furthest ahead 
and who more than anyone at the 
moment understands the line of 

by an Illinois prisoner 
October 2024

I recently received my first 
Under Lock and Key (Winter 
2023, No. 80) newsletter. I really 
wish I’d been receiving it years 
ago, cuz it’s a good read, and very 
informative.

Just read page 7. Drug 
addiction remains a primary 
barrier to unity, and I would like 
more info on United Struggle 
from Within’s Revolutionary 12 
Step training program. And if, 
and how, I can get involved, 
cause here in the Illinois prison 
system, drugs have become a 
major issue, especially since 
Covid hit. Prisoners are having 
their people dip/spray letters, 
cards, books, magazines, and 
even obituaries with drugs and 
other chemicals in order to eat or 
smoke the paper to get some type 
of high. Whatever these guys are 
smoking is causing them to have 
episodes such as freaking out, 
seizures, and even O.D.ing. It’s 
so bad at times you can see a 
smoke cloud in the air, and 
C.O.'s, Sgt's, Lt's, and even 
Major’s have been on a wing 
during this and have done 
nothing but tell the wing to put 
that shit out and spray something 
in order to cover up the odor, and 
they’ve even said, smoke it at 
your own risk and don’t call for 
help if you O.D. There ain’t a 
unit, wing, or housing that don’t 
have an issue with this stuff. Seg 
and even the infirmary are 
smoking it up. To a point the staff 
have given up trying to get this 
under control and these 
substances have caused multiple 
issues for all of us in here. 

They’ve gotten real strict on 
the mail and what we receive and 
how we receive mail such as 
letters, cards, photos, and books/
magazines. They’ve told us that 
our letters can’t be more than 3 
pages, we can’t receive 2ply 
cards, and they can’t have any 
glitter on them. All photos have 
to go through a company such as 
Freeprints or Pelipost, can’t come 
from our family, friends, 
Walmart, or Walgreens any more. 
All books and magazines must 
come from a vendor or company, 
and even then, a lot is not 
allowed, no hard cover books, 
and can’t be over a certain size.

Also, it plays on us prisoners 
that have health issues and 
altered immune systems such as 
myself. I have breathing issues 
and I’ve even had a sinus surgery 
in order to open my nose so I 
could breathe better. And I use a 
rescue inhaler and have been put 
in by my surgeon to have a sleep 
study done due to my breathing 
and my surgeon has even said 
that I need a CPAP machine 
which is what the sleep study is 
for.

I’ve even gotten into 
arguments/fights with cellies that 
I’ve had over them wanting to 
smoke this stuff.

I have wrote the warden and 
the placement officer multiple 
times, the warden has never 
responded. And it took me three 
times writing the placement 
officer before I got a response. I 
had asked, "which wings exactly 
are the nonsmoking wings?" 
"This is a smokefree 
institution.", wordforword the 
response I was given.

Staff C.O.'s and nurses crack 
jokes and talk about how bad the 
smoking is on a unit or on a wing, 
and I’ve heard/been told by a few 
C.O.'s and nurses that some staff 
have lawsuits in due to them 

coming in contact with said 
substance and/or smoke. 

There is nowhere in this 
prison that is smoke free, and 
with them not having a place for 
those of us that don’t want to be 
around this stuff, they are putting 
us in harm’s way and putting our 
health at risk.

A couple questions: is this a 
violation of my rights? What 
should/can I do about it?

Please help me if you can, 
thank you!

Please send me the Grievance 
Campaign – petition for Illinois. 

MIM(Prisons) responds: This 
is the same story we've been 
hearing across the country, and 
one of the reasons we launched 
our Revolutionary 12 Step 
program when we did. It's almost 
as if this drug plague prisoners 
are facing was intentional. You 
should have received a copy of 
our 12 Step program by now. 
Unfortunately we do not have an 
active training program. But we 
are looking for experienced 
comrades to restart our training 
program, and for comrades on the 
ground to implement the program 
and send in reports on its 
successes and failures and how to 
improve it. This is an important 
challenge that the antiimperialist 
prison movement must overcome 
to be successful.

Is the smoke a violation of the 
law? Yes, as the staff told you it is 
a nonsmoking facility and you 
have a legal right to not be 
exposed to second hand smoke 
there. The SmokeFree Illinois 
Act (SFIA) of 2008 forbids 
smoking in all buildings (with 
exceptions like homes and 
designated hotel rooms), where 
smoking is defined as:

"Smoke" or "smoking" means 
the carrying, smoking, burning, 
inhaling, or exhaling of any kind 
of lighted pipe, cigar, cigarette, 
hookah, weed, herbs, or any 
other lighted smoking equipment. 
"Smoke" or "smoking" includes 
the use of an electronic cigarette.

Is the smoke a violation of 
your rights? Well, we'd say there 
are no rights, only power 
struggles. So you can use the 
SFIA to grieve this issue, but if 
they don't listen you'll have to get 
organized, find allies inside or 
outside and apply pressure. 
We've sent you the grievance 
petition, this is one tool you can 
use to try to organize people 
around this issue.

The oppression which 
prisoners face in this country is 
one result of the global system of 
imperialism whose primary 
victims are the oppressed nations 
globally, meaning that this 
system is our primary enemy. We 
must spread the word that 
prisoners in this country are 
suffering because the Amerikan 
empire's wealth is based on class 
and national barriers; the 
Amerikan nation does not want 
to share its privileged position 
with Black and Brown people, so 
they restrict them from 
employment, from education, 
from housing, and force them 
into a life in the 
"underground." The 
solution for the 
oppressed is not to 
fight to get into the 
club, but to unite with 
the oppressed in the 
Third World to destroy 
the club system as a 
whole and build a 
socialist world. A 
world where peoples' 

needs are put first, not the current 
world where people are 
constantly struggling for petty 
basic rights like not to have your 
life threatened by toxic smoke. ■

Prison Drugs Endanger Disabled Prisoners

by an Illinois prisoner
January 2025

The methods of oppression 
are ever evolving to suppress the 
masses. The people must realize 
that revolution and resistance is a 
science, not rooted in emotion. 
Being a prisoner of war, enslaved 
by the state of Illinois, I have 
learned that resistance to my op‐
pression must be calculated and 
strategic.

To all comrades held by the 
beast, learn the law! Stop allow‐
ing the State to offer you mean‐
ingless distractions that prevent 
you from fighting against this 
system. We must learn to use the 
weapons we got. Understand, 
comrades, the pigs are trained 
and equipped to handle any form 
of physical resistance, but they 
lack any true method to handle a 
revolutionary mind.

Resist by challenging all con‐
ditions of your enslavement, use 
their laws against them. Utilize 
every tool available to you. All 
peer advocates/jailhouse lawyers 
must unite to teach all that they 
know. Don't let false titles keep 
us from uniting. Don't let organi‐
zational ties, race, ideological 
stance, or religion stop us from 
coming together to fight against 
this system.

We must be organized and 
disciplined in our approach. Edu‐
cate yourselves, train your mind 
& bodies, read every day! Write 
every day! Fuck that TV or tablet, 
get in the law library! All corpo‐
rate media is a lie! Unburden 
yourself from that illusion. A 
pig's nature is to consume uncon‐
trollably, don't be a pig or a pig 
sympathizer by allowing their 
oppression of you to go 
unchecked! Master everything 
you commit yourself to studying, 
revolutionize your mind. If the 
system doesn't fear your physi‐
cality, it fears your mind, or 
should I say, the potential of what 
your mind can become! ■

"The heart of a soldier with the 
brain to teach a whole nation..." 
-2pac/No More Pain

In Solidarity

The Science of 
Resistance

Fascism Rising? Lumpen 
Must Get Organized

Continued on page 16... 
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Review (Part 1): Kites #8 on the CPUSA of the 1930s
by Pilli of Republic of Aztlán
January 2025

"The CP, The Sixties, The RCP 
and the Crying need for a Com‐
munist Vanguard Party Today: 
Summing up a century of com‐
munist leadership organization, 
strategy and practice in the 
United States so that we can rise 
to the challenges before us"

by the Organization of Commu‐
nist Revolutionaries

Kites Journal #8

13 March 2023

[MIM(Prisons) adds: We've 
published a paper by the Dawn‐
land Group discussing the orga‐
nizations that were behind the 
now defunct magazine Kites. As 
summarized in that essay, these 
organizations reject the labor 
aristocracy thesis and the impor‐
tance of national liberation strug‐
gles (see "What is 
MIM(Prisons)?" on page 2 for 
more on our positions).

In addition, this month we are 
publishing on our website the fi‐
nal version of our paper, "Why 
the International Communist 
Movement (ICM) Must Break 
with the Legacy of the Revolu‐
tionary Internationalist Move‐
ment (RIM)." This paper is a 
critique of the RCPU$A, and the 
RIM that it helped lead, on the 
grounds they that put First 
Worldist and revisionist ideology 
at the forefront of the ICM. This 
paper was inspired in part by the 
work of the OCR and the ideas 
and papers (by Bob Avakian) that 
they promote. Part 2 of this re‐
view by ROA addresses the sec‐
tion of Kites #8 on the 
RCPU$A.]

In this piece put out by the Or‐
ganization of Communist Revo‐
lutionaries (OCR) they attempt to 
shed light on two organizations 
— the Communist PartyUSA 
(CP) and the Revolutionary 
Communist Party USA (RCP
USA). This paper further delves 
into the 1960's and the commu‐
nist movement in general, partic‐
ularly within these false U.$. 
borders.

As the writers point out little 
has been written about the RCP
USA so not much is known for 
the newer generation of revolu‐
tionaries. Some of the members 
of our organization however have 
experience with the RCPUSA 
and have debated and struggled 
with them for  a couple of 
decades over their neocolonial 
line toward Aztlán to no avail. 
Their failure to recognize the ex‐
istence of the Chican@ Nation 
has led us to label them as a revi‐
sionist party to say the least. So 
this paper was welcoming and a 

way for our comrades to sum up 
this relic of a distorted past called 
the RCPUSA.

The writers  list the Socialist 
Party of America (SP) and the In‐
dustrial Workers of the World 
(IWW) as the forerunners to 
communist organization in the 
United $tates. It should also be 
noted that white supremacy and 
language barriers hindered the 
recruitment of Chican@s, or 
other raza, into these organiza‐
tions. It is interesting that 100 
years later white supremacy con‐
tinues to affect the line of many 
multinational organizations like 
the IWW, especially when they 
attempt to put our national inter‐
ests on the back burner while ac‐
cusing us of wanting to put our 
nation first. It is not that we sim‐
ply want to put the national 
struggle to the forefront for some 
subjective reward, we do so as 
revolutionary nationalists be‐
cause we have determined that 
the principle contradiction is be‐
tween the oppressed nations and 
the oppressor nation. A people 
cannot be free to determine their 
future if they are suffering from 
oppression.

As noted in this paper, the 
early days of the communist 
movement in the United $tates 
had a proletariat that was "sub‐
stantially immigrant", today we 
see the same with the proletariat 
being mainly migrant workers, 
particularly those from Mexico. 
This seems to make the van‐
guard's job easier organization‐
ally. Back then there was a 
proletariat of various migrants 
from various countries, including 
many from Europe, so a commu‐
nist vanguard's role would have 
been to create agit/prop material 
in these various languages in an 
attempt to raise consciousness in 
these populations. We see the 
Chican@ nations role as key in 
today's environment where the 
proletariat is largely Mexican@ 
and from Central and South 
America making Aztlán's job of 
uniting the Brown exploited 
workers under the Chican@ lead‐
ership much easier than any other 
national organization. The trail of 
liberation on these shores is 
Brown.

At one point the issue of 
Black oppression was addressed 
in this paper, noting that the com‐
munist movement of this time es‐
sentially dropped the ball and:

"Subjectively, the failure of US 
communists to prioritize making 
an analysis of the Black national 
question — the oppression of 
Black People and how that op‐
pression can be ended through 
communist revolution and begin 
making political interventions in 
struggles over the oppression of 

Black people was a serious, 
strategic blunder that only com‐
pounded the objective prob‐
lem."(1)

Another "strategic blunder" 
of the time was in not prioritizing 
an analysis of Chican@ national 
oppression — not only back in 
the early 1900's but the continued 
blundering of today when many 
political organizations within 
these false U.$. borders continue 
to ignore the very essential Chi‐
can@ struggle in their analysis. 
This also highlights the contin‐
ued necessity of singlenation 
building for Aztlán. After all if 
the Chicano nation does not or‐
ganize for the liberation of Aztlán 
who will?

The early 1900's was prime 
time for the Chican@ nation in 
terms of rebellion, it was just 
about 50 years since colonization 
at the hands of U.$. imperialism 
but it was also a time of the Plan 
de San Diego. As our Chicano 
Red Book put it: 

"During the first decade of the 
1900's a group of unidentified 
Mexican@s or Chican@s put out 
a document calling for armed re‐
sistance by Chican@s. The Plan 
de San Diego called for Armed 
Struggle against Amerika and 
proclaimed that upon victory the 
"South West United States" 
would become a Chican@ state, 
New Afrikans would form their 
own state and First Nations their 
own state. This was the first 
united front of the oppressed na‐
tions on these shores that sought 
independence for all oppressed 
nations upon victory: the Plan 
demonstrated true international‐
ism."(2)

So although Chican@s have 
been resisting and organizing for 
independence even before U.$. 
communists began to organize in 
the SP, IWW, CP or Communist 
Labor Party (CLP), none of these 
socalled revolutionary orgs de‐
veloped an analysis on raza or 
our colonization during the early 
20th century. The RCPUSA still 
has not supported Chican@ inde‐
pendence. Marxism taught us 
historical materialism which we 
use to learn from hystory. Hys‐
tory has taught us that anytime 
we have lifted the boot of the 
white oppressor nation off our 
necks it has been by Chicanos 
coming together and struggling. 
Whether it was against white ter‐
ror that las Goras Blancas (the 
white caps) fought or against 
Amerikkka which compelled the 
Plan de San Diego to develop, we 
have, as a people, always strug‐
gled against national oppression 
from the factories to the field. 
The most significant labor strike 
in U.$. hystory was a Chican@ 
strike that white labor has hi‐
jacked and renamed "The Lud‐
low Massacre". 

During the time that the SP, 
CP, IWW and CLP were commit‐
ting the blunder on the Black na‐
tion, they likewise committed a 
great blunder on the Chican@ na‐
tion who was also struggling 
against national oppression. Be‐
cause of this hystory we set out to 
create the Republic of Aztlán, the 
government in waiting for the 
Chican@ nation. The writers note 
the CP's "foreign language work‐
ers clubs" and their role in orga‐
nizing nonEnglish speakers. 
Taking into account the almost 
nonexistent analysis of the Chi‐
can@ struggle by the movement 
in U.$. borders, it highlights the 
need for Raza workers org's and 
clubs to help organize and de‐
velop immigrants who suffer 
from exploitation.

This piece sums up the trials 
and tribulations of the CP. Their 
factionalism and devotion to the 
unions seemed to drown out the 
suffering of the internal semi
colonies of the time. The Com‐
intern and, in particular, Stalin's 
guidance, led the CP to finally 
give the Black nation and their 
struggles against national op‐
pression some attention. Aztlán 
was ripe for development during 
this time when white labor de‐
nied Chican@s as well as many 
other oppressed at the time.

An interesting mention in this 
piece was on the development of 
a "guerilla military force." In dis‐
cussing the communist activities 
of the 1920's the writers state:

"There is a question of whether 
Communists could have devel‐
oped some type of guerrilla mili‐
tary force to supplement the mass 
labor struggles that erupted and 
to contend with the repression by 
way of organized armed defense 
of strikers where appropriate 
(some of that happened sponta‐
neously) and selective assassina‐
tions of agents of 
repression!!" (3)

Although we do not promote 
People's War today, the fact re‐
mains that a vanguard's role is to 
be prepared to defend the people, 
especially when the capitalist 
state unleashes the most vile 
forms of repression. One has to 
be prepared for the inevitable, 
this includes the understanding 
that a strike force is a very neces‐
sary vehicle for defense of an op‐
pressed peoples. No nation will 
ever acquire liberation without 
such a mechanism in place. 
Cadre should grasp this, teach 
this and prepare for the time 
when such a force is necessary. 
Fanon was clear in that colonial 
violence can only be overcome 
by a greater violence, the oppres‐
sor nation understands no other 
language. At the same time, the 
cadre should accept that such a 
dialogue is a great sacrifice of the 

highest form. Indeed, we cannot 
study revolution without study‐
ing what such warfare would de‐
liver society to such a 
transformation. The Black Liber‐
ation Army sliced to the heart of 
it when they said:

"Bombings, kidnappings, snip‐
ing, revolutionary executions, 
surprise raids, bank robbery: all 
of these are rightfully weapons of 
urban guerrilla warfare. As we 
use them we must take care to 
maintain high principles and 
keep in mind that power to the 
people is more than just "cam‐
paign rhetoric"." (4)

Although campaign rhetoric 
may be leading much of the pub‐
lic discourse, a realistic view of 
national liberation leads us to de‐
velop plans of attack and self de‐
fense even if the plans do not 
become operational until after 
our demise. The future of any so‐
cialist revolution demands this.

Subjectively, the part of this 
writing that hit the hardest to 
those of us who organize within 
the U.$. concentration kamps 
was the portion describing the 
story of the young womyn named 
Marian Morna, the 18 year old 
member of the CP's Young Com‐
munist League who describes in‐
tegrating with the masses to 
organize strikes in the fields of 
California's Imperial Valley. Her 
description was incredibly mov‐
ing, in her words:

"The years with the fruit pickers 
became a world within the world, 
a microcosm of feelings that 
never left me, not even when I left 
them. I lived with the pickers, ate, 
slept, and got drunk with them. I 
helped bury their men and deliver 
their babies. We laughed, cried, 
and talked endlessly into the 
night together. And, slowly, some 
extraordinary interchange began 
to take place between us. I taught 
them how to read, and they taught 
me how to think. I taught them 
how to organize, and they taught 
me how to lead. I saw things hap‐
pening to people I’d never seen 
before. I saw them becoming as 
they never dreamed they could 
become. Day by day people were 
developing, transforming, com‐
municating inarticulate dreams, 
discovering a force of being in 
themselves. Desires, skills, ca‐
pacities they didn’t know they had 
blossomed under the pressure of 
active struggle. And the sweet‐
ness, the generosity, the pure 
comradeship that came flowing 
out of them as they began to feel 
themselves! They were—there’s 
no other word for it—noble. 
Powerful in struggle, no longer 
sluggish with depression, they 
became inventive, alive, demo‐
cratic, filled with an instinctive 
sense of responsibility for each 
other. And we were all like that, 
all of us, the spirit touched all of 
us. It was my dream of socialism 
come to life. I saw then what I 
could be like, what people could 
always be like, how good the 
earth and all things upon it could 
be, how sweet to be alive and to 
feel yourself in everyone else."

If one were to replace the 
words "fruit pickers" with 
"lumpen" or "prisoners" it would 
be spot on to an organizer's expe‐
riences in the concentration 
kamps. I feel it. The connections 
that develop with the masses in 

Continued on next page... 
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any environment cannot be man‐
ufactured insincerely. Oppressed 
people, wherever they may be 
struggling against an oppressor, 
at some point develop relations 
that give us a glimmer of what 
social interaction and struggle 
will feel like as society trans‐
forms to a higher level, we taste it 
and this sampler compels us for‐
ward for more.

Another glimmer of hope we 
learn about in this piece was in 
the lesson of the Yokinen Show 
trial in 1931. August Yokinen 
was a member of the CP who re‐
fused to allow Black folks to en‐
ter the Finnish Workers Club in 
Harlem and went on to say their 
place was in Black Harlem. The 
reaction to this was the CP having 
a show trial charging Yokinen 
with white chauvinism. It was 
public and even got coverage in 
the bourgeois press with The New 
York Times putting it on the front 
page. The trial provided good 
agit prop for the masses and 
highlighted the inability of the 
capitalist state to address white 
supremacy and hold white chau‐
vinism accountable and the CP 
did. This educated the masses 
and put Amerika on blast. This 
reminded me of our org's action 
around a gun buyback program 
by the pigs. We had a comrade 
announce on the radio live that 
there was going to be a gun buy 
back, where the pigs can turn in 
the stolen "hot" guns they had in 
their trunks that they regularly 
planted on people. We announced 
they can remain anonymous and 
that we will not ask for a badge 
number. Our goal was simply to 
keep our streets safe from pig ter‐
ror. We did this to raise con‐
sciousness and, although in our 

case we did not get coverage in 
the bourgeois press, we ad‐
dressed a real form of repression  
in a very audacious way which, to 
our knowledge, had not been pre‐
viously done.

Raising consciousness is our 
job as communists however be‐
cause of the brainwashing that 
the state does on a mass scale we 
have to be bold, creative and au‐
dacious in our efforts, all without 
crossing the line where the state 
has ammunition to lock us up. In 
the end sometimes they'll make 
shit up and lock us up anyways. 
The Republic of Aztlán has taken 
up its responsibility to serve the 
people by all means necessary 
and we overstand the dangers that 
come with this role!

This piece has many lessons 
within it, too many to address in 
our writing here. The case of the 
Scottsboro boys is worth a men‐
tion though. It was of course a sad 
case of injustice and imprison‐
ment but the lesson was defi‐
nitely on how communists of the 
time responded and struggled 
with bourgeois liberals on which 
way that struggle developed. This 
struggle reminded me in a small 
way to the prisoner hunger strike 
of 2011/2013 in Califas and how 
a variety of orgs entered the arena 
of coalition.

It is always a struggle to at 
once unite with the masses in 
struggle while resisting the pull 
towards reformism which often 
engulfs mass struggles. This first 
part of our review framed the CP 
and its good and bad characteris‐
tics that we can learn from today. 
Soviet revisionism ultimately 
sank the CP ship. Despite all of 

its efforts, it continues to be an‐
chored in the graveyard of bour‐
geois elections today. This first 
part of the review was successful 
in "burying" the CP for our orga‐
nization. ■
Notes:
1. "The CP, the Sixties, the RCP and the Crying 
Need for a Communist Vanguard Party today: 
Summing up a century of Communist leader‐
ship , organization, strategy and practice in the 
United States so that we can rise to the chal‐
lenges before us." By Organization of Commu‐
nist Revolutionaries
2. Chican@ Power and the Struggle for Aztlán 
by a MIM Prisons Study Group, 2nd Edition 
2021, Aztlán Press, Page 40.
3. Organization of Communist Revolutionaries 
IBID.
4. Collected Works of the Black Liberation 
Army, Rookery Press, Page 92.

Rest In Power: Bilal SunniAli
by a comrade of AntiImperialist 

Prisoner Support
January 2025

Bilal SunniAli (13 July 1948 
– 30 December 2024) was a revo‐
lutionary and dedicated citizen of 
the Republic of New Afrika 
(RNA). That dedication took var‐
ious forms, from eir clandestine 
organizing to eir contributions to 
revolutionary culture via eir jazz, 
blues, and spoken word perfor‐
mances aimed at challenging the 
status quo and building up a rev‐
olutionary nationalist conscious‐
ness among the people. 

From eir youth, Bilal partook 
in propeople activities from eir 
time as a musician in the Youth 
Division of the North East Bronx 
NAACP, to eir later activities as a 
founding member of the New 
York City Black Panther Party 
fighting housing issues, police 
brutality, and recruiting street 
L.O.s into the movement. Dedi‐
cated to the selfdetermination of 
New Afrika, Bilal SunniAli 
went underground in 1968 with 
the Black Liberation Army. In 
1982, ey would be charged and 
acquitted in RICO charges re‐
lated to the freeing of Assata 
Shakur and a bank robbery by the 
Revolutionary Armed Task Force 
(RATF) for which Sekou Odinga 
(who died 12 January 2024) and 
Silvia Baraldini were convicted. 
Bilal was successfully defended 
by the late Chokwe Lumumba in 
the politically charged trial, 
where they charged the U.$. gov‐
ernment with conspiracy on be‐
half of the RNA.(1,2) The RATF 
is described in detail in the book 
False Nationalism, False Inter‐
nationalism as the last attempt at 
the radical militancy of the 1960s 
by members of the RNA and the 
EuroAmerikan May 19th Com‐
munist Organization. Prior to 

this, Bilal was locked up in 
Soledad prison from 19701972, 
where ey struggled to develop 
both the general and political ed‐
ucation of prisoners. Bilal's sup‐
port for prisoners continued 
throughout eir life, as before eir 
recent death, ey was involved in 
the Jericho Movement and the 
Imam Jamil Action Network — 
organizations dedicated to the 
struggle of political prisoners. 

Bilal was a devout Muslim 
who truly lived in accordance to 
eir faith — not only by embody‐
ing the Islamic practice of stand‐
ing up for the oppressed, but by 
raising their consciousness at the 
same time; drawing the connec‐
tions between imperialism and 
white supremacy to the op‐
pressed youth. 

Sifting through Bilal’s tenor 
saxophone performances online, 
one will come across em per‐
forming at many events centered 
around prisoners. The usual song 
of choice that ey perform is enti‐
tled "Look For Me In The Whirl‐
wind" (a title inspired by Marcus 
Garvey). The lyrics are as fol‐
lows: 

War is never easy
its bound to bring to bring on 

hardship
its bound to make you weary
reach out for me
and war will have us parting
our paths are getting distant
we might not ever see each other 

again
until we win 
until we win
so until then
until we win
look for me in the whirlwind
try try to see my face

in the whirlwind
try try to grab my hand
in the whirlwind
do all you can
to help your brotherman
through the whirlwind
reach out for me
reach out for me
reach out for me
for victory.

It is said that Bilal also went 
by the name "Spirit" and I be‐
lieve that to be an apt name for an 
individual who epitomizes the 
spirit of eir people in all that ey 
does. ■

Rest in Power Bilal Sunni-
Ali!

Long Live the Republic of 
New Afrika!

Notes: 1. spiritofmandela1@gmail.com, Janu‐
ary 2024, "Sekou Odinga Has Joined the An‐
cestors" ULK Issue 84.
2. MIM(Prisons), March 2014, 
"Mayor Chokwe Lumumba Dead - Demand An 
Autopsy!", ULK Issue 37.

The Ramifications 
of these Policies

Motivated by an inaccurate 
conception of gangs and how 
they operate, the NCDAC has 
adopted policies that have en‐
hanced group cohesiveness and 
the identities of gangaffiliated 
prisoners. These policies have 
promoted new gang connections 
for prisoners who, due to the dif‐
ficulties inherent in gang identi‐
fication, inadequate procedures 
and racial stereotyping, are 
misidentified. The validated 
prisoner tells emself "they think 
i'm a gang member, i might as 
well be one". Of course these 
policies raise obvious moral and 
ethical questions. However, i 
would like to focus on how these 
policies make no sense from a 
correctional perspective. Even if 
these "gang officers" are creating 
or enhancing gang identities, 
why does it matter? Validated 
prisoners maintained in these 
locked down blocks, after all, are 
effectively disabled from com‐

mitting 
acts of 
miscon‐
duct 
when 
locked in 
their 
cells.

Vali‐
dated 
prison‐
ers are 
denied 
access to 
visita‐
tion, fi‐
nancial 
support, 
transfers 
to 
medium 
or mini‐
mum 
custody, 

as well as parole. They have 
nothing more to lose so they are 
not deterred by any threat of 
punishment, what else can be 
taken from them? They have no 
incentive to refrain from gang 
involvement?

Aside from prison concerns, 
the impact of these policies' ram‐
ifications will be felt most pro‐
foundly on the streets and 
communities to which these 
prisoners will return. As i 
pointed out, 564 of the 1,343 
prisoners released from NC‐
DAC's custody last year were al‐
leged gang members. In general, 
96% of all prisoners return to so‐
ciety. There are recidivism stud‐
ies focusing on gang affiliated 
prison releases, that show that 
gang members may retain their 
gang identity upon their release. 
(see: Salvador Buentello et. al, 
"Prison Gang Development: A 
Theoretical Model", The Prison 
Journal, FallWinter 1991, at 
3.8.) Thus, these policies not 
only fail to enhance prison secu‐
rity, they also undermine public 
safety.

We Have A 
Responsibility

All across the United $tates, 
prisoners themselves are sub‐
jected to similar sanctions and 
restrictions under the guide of 
enhancing prison security. i've 
revealed how these policies tar‐
get New Afrikan prisoners and 
others of the oppressed nations 
and how they affect not only the 
prison but their families and 
communities as well. We have 
the numbers, we have the capa‐
bility and we have the know how 
to bring about change. But as 

Komrade George Jackson ex‐
pressed:

"We all seem to be in the grip of 
some terrible quandary. Our en‐
emies have so confused us that 
we seem to have been rendered 
incapable of the smallest respon‐
sibility. I see this irresponsibility, 
or mediocrity at best[, as] dis‐
loyalty, self-hatred, cowardice, 
competition between themselves, 
resentment of any who may have 
excelled in anything...."

Because of the inexorable na‐
ture of our overseers, nationwide 
demonstrations on the outside 
and within these walls is 
presently necessary if we are to 
correct the correctors.

We have united fronts such as 
the United Front For Peace in 
Prisons, the United Struggle 
Within (USW) and Prison Lives 
Matter (PLM). PLM is a united 
front for political prisoners, pris‐
oners of war, politicized individ‐
uals behind the walls of these 
razorwire plantations and their 
organizations, as well as any out‐
side formations in union with the 
struggles of prisoners, that has 
made it possible for us to address 
and redress the inhumane living 
conditions we find ourselves 
subjected to. It's on us to initiate 
the process, it's on us to commu‐
nicate and network with one an‐
other, to get on the same page, so 
we can unite a page in the history 
books.

A Call to Action
As we grapple with an ex‐

panding and increasingly repres‐
sive prison system here in North 
Carolina, any hope for change 
lays in perfecting ourselves — 
our physical care, intellectual 
acumen, and cultural proficiency 
— while simultaneously con‐
fronting our overseers. And as i 
aforesaid, "There is no silver 
bullet or magic wand that can be 
used to expedite the transforma‐
tion that must be made." We have 
a personal responsibility to con‐
tribute to the confronting that 
must be done.

Some of us don't seem to 
know what side we're on. We're 
obsessed with nearsighted dis‐
putes based on race, gang affilia‐
tion and so on. We expend our 
energies despising and distrust‐
ing each other. All of this is help‐
ing the NCDAC. We permit them 
to keep us at each others throats. 
i am calling for unity. We 
outnumber them. Wake up!!! Put 
your prejudices, biases, and gang 
affiliation aside for the purpose 
of OUR fight with the NCDAC. 
i'm asking we start by submitting 
a grievance concerning NC‐
DAC's SRG policies and proce‐
dures (an example has been 
provided on page 6).

Of course i'm not expecting 
any redress from submitting 
grievances. NCDAC's Adminis‐
trative Remedy Procedure 
process is ineffective and hon‐
estly a waste of time if you are 
seeking redress. However, i've 
not asked you to submit said 
grievance with hopes that NC‐
DAC officials will correct their 
wrongs.

i'm currently in the middle of 
litigating a civil suit against NC‐
DAC on behalf of all prisoners 
who have been validated as a 
SRG member. By submitting a 
grievance you will be supporting 
the claims i have made. Thusly i 
entrust you take the time and 
submit the grievance on page 6, 
and if you can send a copy to 
MIM(Prisons). ■

Free The Land

... Continued from previous page ... the CPUSA

... Continued from page 6 ... NC SRG Suit

SUBMIT WORK REPORTS
All USW cells are encouraged to 
submit monthly work reports to  the 
USW council. Work reports should 
be one to two paragraphs. Use 
these questions as guides for your 
report:
• What types of activities did your 
cell participate in that contributed 
to USWs mission?
• What campaigns did your cell 
participate in/promote last month?
• What Serve the People programs 
did your cell operate?
• What were the responses from 
the masses and USW recruits to 
this work?
• What questions came up? How 
did you answer them? Or do you 
need help answering them?
• What lessons did you learn in the 
last month?
• What are the most pressing 
issues that are of concern to the 
masses in your location? 
• What organizations/services have 
you recently found useful in your 
work (include contact info)?
• What successes have you 
achieved in the last month?
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END CHRISTIAN 
MONOPOLY ON TABLETS
As Christian Evangelists take 
over the U.$. government and 
private corporations take over 
prisoner communications, they 
are conspiring to determine the 
information available inside. This 
is a violation of the separation of 
church and state, freedom of reli‐
gion and freedom of association.
Prisoners in Santa Clara County 
Jail have succeeded in getting 
some of this content off their 
tablets (see p.10). We want to re‐
peat this campaign across the 
country and offer alternatives to 
the imperialist propaganda in 
most prisons and jails. 
Steps to launch a campaign in 
your prison or jail:
1. write up a summary of the 

companies, apps, and pro‐
grams available to you and 
what their bias is

2. create a list of people to con‐
tact about this bias in your 
prison/jail/government

3. draft an example protest let‐
ter or petition

4. send to MIM(Prisons) and 
we will help combine this 
info and distribute it

5. identify allies inside and out‐
side who will support the 
campaign and contact them 
with these materials.

We are also still interested in 
hearing from prisoners on how 
we might get content onto your 
tablets or reach people inside in 
ways other than ULK.

SUPPORT CIVIL SUIT 
AGAINST GANG 
VALIDATION IN NC
North Carolina prisoners can 
support this suit by submitting 
grievances like the one on p.6 
and sending copies to MIM(Pris‐

ons). Anyone who can 
support this campaign 
outside can also get in 
touch. Follow us 
on Mastodon 
@mimprisons@‐
convo.casa for 
campaign up‐
dates.

WE DEMAND 
OUR 
GRIEVANCES 
ARE 
ADDRESSED
If you are experi‐
encing problems  
with your grievance 
process, such as 
delays, unan‐
swered  griev‐
ances, or 
harassment, you 
should join this 
campaign. Petitions 
are available for 
AK, AZ, AR, CA, 
CO, FL, GA, IL, IN, 
KS, LA, MS, MT, 
NV, NY, NC, OK, 
OR, SC, and TX. If 
the statelevel peti‐
tion doesn't bring 
relief, we also have 
a followup petition 
written to hold 
states accountable 
to federal require‐
ments.
Write in to get the 
petition for your 
state. Remember, 
you need to send 
them out to the ad‐
ministrators and politicians 
yourself. 
If your state is not currently 
covered by the grievance cam‐

paign, volunteer to rewrite 
the petition to work for your 
state. Update this cam‐

paign  If you par‐
ticipated in this 
campaign in the 
past, send us a re‐
port on what hap‐
pened. Tell us how 
you used  it to help 
organize others 
and build group 
consciousness or 
how it didn't work.

BUILD A 
UNITED 
FRONT FOR 
PEACE IN 
PRISONS
September 9th is 
the annual day of 
Peace and Soli‐
darity, built 
around the princi‐
ples of the United 
Front for Peace 
in Prisons out‐
lined on page 2. 
Actions and 
events on this 
day should focus 
on building peace 
among all who 
can be united, 
while abstaining 
from work, com‐
missary, tablets, 
etc. The united 
front is to bring 
prisonbased or‐
ganizations to‐
gether for the 
common interest 
of all prisoners.
In 2025, we will 
be organizing 

comrades on the outside to 
fast, study and organize on 
9/9. We will be printing 
plans in the next ULK, so 

send in your plans to be in‐
cluded.

EXPOSE & COMBAT 
ADDICTION
Drugs are being used to control 
people in prisons across the 
country. This threat can only be 
tackled with organized resis‐
tance. We began distributing our 
Revolutionary 12 Step Program 
over a year ago. We need to 
hear from you if you have tried to 
implement the program. What 
worked? What didn't? How can 
we improve and expand these ef‐
forts? You can also write in to get 
a copy of our Revolutionary 12 
Step Program and begin a pro‐
gram in your prison to help those 
who want to transform them‐
selves to a new revolutionary 
persyn. We want to support you 
in combating these dangerous 
chemicals among the people. 

SPREAD ULK
Help popularize and improve 
ULK to grow our movement. 
While we've succeeded in ex‐
panding ULK on the streets, our 
subscribers inside continue to 
decline.
Prisoners sign up to be a distrib‐
utor and get multiple copies of 
every issue. Get those who read 
ULK to write in for their own sub‐
scriptions.
Prisoners, cover the cost of your 
annual subscription by sending 7 
stamps (if your facility allows it). 
Outside supporters, send $50 
and we'll send you 50 papers. 
Local distributors funding the 
ULKs they distribute also helps 
us survive and reach new sup‐
porters. 

CAMPAIGNS

FREE SUBSCRIPTION FOR PRISONERS:
You must write to us every 6 months to stay on our  mailing list. 

Tell us what mail you've received from us since the last time you wrote.

ATTENTION 
CORRECTIONAL 
AUTHORITIES: 

PLEASE READ THIS 
CENSORSHIP NOTICE

As the distributor of Under Lock & Key we retain a 
First Amendment right to correspond with prisoners, 
just as prisoners retain a First Amendment right to 
correspond with the outside world. While a rational 
basis test is allowed for the censorship of publica‐
tions entering a prison system, such allowance does 
not allow a blanket ban on publications because 
prison authorities do not agree with the message or 
content, which may be political or religious in nature. 

Censorship regulations must be rational and impose 
censorship only in furtherance of "an important or 
substantial governmental interest not related to the 
suppression of expression" and relate to "legitimate 
penological interests." The federal courts have 
ruled unequivocally that a prison agency censor‐
ing inmate publications and mail must provide the 
distributor or publisher with notice of censorship. 
This notice must provide articulate reasons for 
such censorship with specific references to the 
objectionable material. The distributor/ publisher 
must be given a meaningful opportunity to appeal 
the censorship decision to a person not  involved 
in the censorship decision. Notice and opportu‐
nity to appeal are required  by due process. We 
encourage you to carefully read and understand 
your agencies policies and procedures, as well as 
federal case law related to the censorship of in‐
coming mail and publications addressed to pris‐
oners.

If you have any doubt you should consult your 
agencies legal counsel. We are prepared to ex‐
ercise our Constitutional rights and appeal cen‐
sorship which does not adhere to applicable  
law. Such exercise of our rights may include le‐
gal action seeking declaratory and injunctive  re‐
lief as well as monetary damages and legal fees. 
Failure to adhere to federal law, your state's ad‐
ministrative regulations and your agency's poli‐
cies and procedures is evidence of malicious 
intent to violate our rights. See generally Pell v. 
Procunier, 417 U.S. 817 (1974); Turner v. Safley, 
482 U.S. 78 (1987).

PLEASE GOVERN 
YOURSELF 

ACCORDINGLY.

send stamps or cash donations 
or

donate Monero here: 

NO checks or money orders

Support Our Work

MIM(Prisons)
PO Box 40799

San Francisco, CA 94140

mimprisons@posteo.net

We do not have Jpay, Getting Out, Connect 
Network or other services where we have to 

pay for them to digitally surveil our 
communications. We believe paper mail 

remains an important First Amendment right 
and format for education, communication 

through art, and petitioning the outside world 
for support.

www.prisoncensorship.info

march the New Afrikan liberation move‐
ment should be taking, as fascism contin‐
ues to kick its boots at our doors in the 
First World.

I will be waiting to hear your thoughts 
soon. In the meantime, all efforts on our 
boycott campaign should center on Secu‐
rus. No opportunities to vilify Securus 
between December 6 and December 13 
should be missed.

MIM(Prisons) adds: We have not re‐
ceived any further reports on the out‐
comes of Jailhouse Lawyers Speak Week 
of December 613, but welcome your re‐
ports. As to fascism and the new presi‐
dency, we've written more extensively on 
the previous Trump regime to say that it 
was not fascist, but merely business as 
usual.(1) Blood In My Eye is an excellent 
book that we distribute, but we think 
there is strategic significance to distin‐
guish between fascism and bourgeois 
democracy, the two faces of imperialism.
(2)

We agree 
with the author 
that the re

election of Trump indicates that the impe‐
rialists are looking to reshape things. In 
2019, we wrote about how the absence of 
a real proletarian threat makes fascism 
unnecessary and unlikely. The threat that 
has emerged since then is Palestine 
heightening its war of national liberation, 
which has forced all parties involved in 
the region to make their positions clear. In 
addition to this shakeup in the Middle 
East, there has been the Russian invasion 
of Ukraine and its effects across Europe. 
What seems likely is the imperialists are 
seeing cracks in the previous world order 
and signs of economic crisis that require a 
shift in strategy.

Trump remains erratic in eir speeches, 
and we have no great predictions for how 
this next term will go at this time. What is 
clear is that the need to build a strong 
movement against imperialism and fas‐
cism is now. There are opportunities on 
the horizon, and we hope you will join us 
in preparing for them. ■

Notes: 
1. MIM(Prisons), April 2019, "Fascism, Imperialism, and 
Amerika in 2019", Under Lock & Key 67. 
2. Wiawimawo of MIM(Prisons), November 2016, The 
Strategic Significance of Defining Fascism, Under Lock & 
Key 53.

... Continued from page 13 ... Fascism Rising?

ULK EN ESPAÑOL
Estamos emocionados a anunciar el 

relanzamiento de nuestra sección/pagina 
en Español que empezara en ULK 89. Ya 
tenemos traducido la carta introduciendo 

Lucha Unida desde Adentro (United 
Struggle from Within) y MIM(Prisons), y 

pronto tendremos una traducción del 
primer curso de estudio introductorio. 

Entonces, si tu conoces gente que estén 
interesados en estudiando con nosotros en 

Español, diles que nos escriban 
pidiéndonos eso. También estamos 

buscando por traductores encarcelados 
para ayudar contribuir a este proyecto 

importante. 


