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A group called Americans For Tax Fairness
posted an announcement online that:

"The wealth of the four richest Americans hit
$1 TRILLION yesterday.

by a comrade of Anti-Imperialist
Prisoner Support
January 2025

In the early hours of Wednes-
day, December 4th, a masked
gunman shot the CEO of United
$tates insurance company Unit-
edHealthcare, Brian Thompson,
to death in the bustling streets of
New York City. By midday,

time such a weapon has been
used in such a high-profile case.
Immediately after, Luigi evaded
the swarms of police by traveling
via foot, cab, and e-bike before
boarding a train towards Phila-
delphia. Not much else is known
about Luigi’s whereabouts and
travels during the 5 days between
the shooting and eir arrest in Al-

"It's the first time in history the net worth of just toona, Pennsylvania.

four men — Musk, Bezos, Ellison, Zuckerberg —
has hit the trillions.

CCTV footage of the act had
gone viral across the inter-
net and traditional news
media, spawning endless
narratives and theories. Si-
multaneously, the high-
profile nature of the shoot-
ing prompted a national

- manhunt to search for the

,..'&suspect The  shooter

levaded capture for five

" days, but ey was eventu-

~ ally arrested after a tip was

% called in by a McDonald's

employee in rural Penn-

sylvania.

The biggest takeaway here is
how easily Luigi evaded both the
NYPD and the FBI for an ex-
tended period of time. If Luigi
had continued traveling, dis-
carded the evidence ey carried on
em, or put any effort into chang-
ing eir appearance, it’s likely that
ey would have never been
caught. But this is simply specu-
lation on our parts. Let us now
turn from the objective facts of
the case to the realm of ideology.

Luigi's ldeology

To wunderstand why Luigi
Mangione shot Brian Thompson,
we must first understand eir ide-
ology. The only clues we have to-
wards this understanding are
scattered social media posts as
well as the aforementioned
“manifesto” Luigi had on em
when ey was arrested. While
we’ll primarily focus on the
“manifesto”, we will first high-
light one of Luigi’s social media
posts where ey reviews the writ-

"These four men were worth $74 billion twelve
short years ago.

"Tax billionaires."

A startling increase in wealth for sure. And H. k

who could possibly use so much wealth? Have ©+
their lives even changed with this increase of i
wealth of two orders of magnitude? Did they even
notice?

"-.

Later this month, the wealth at Trump's |
inauguration also topped $1 trillion, with three of
the above attending with many other tech CEOs.
One of them, Musk, ended a speech with a
powerful Sieg Heil (Nazi salute). Ellison also met
with Trump within days of his presidency
beginning. {

As communists operat-
ing in the United $tates,
" how are we to understand
this event? What does the
event itself and its result-
ing fallout tell us about the
political landscape we
work within? If we wish to
live up to the title of being
* Marxists, the only answer
to these questions is that
we must conduct a, as

It is true that any of these individuals could
take a chunk of that wealth and ride off into the
sunset, never to be heard from again. But like any
one of us, they can only operate within the laws of
the world we were born into. And the laws of
capitalism would just fill that slot with another

individual. Continued on page 8... “concrete

Lenin put it
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What is Under Lock & Key?

Under Lock & Key (ULK) is the voice of
the anti-imperialist movement within
prisons in the United $tates. It serves
as a forum to develop and promote ag-
itational campaigns led by MIM(Pris-
ons) and United Struggle from Within
(USW). It is a free newsletter for pris-
oners in the United $tates, edited and
published by MIM(Prisons). It is mostly
written and illustrated by USW and
United Front for Peace in Prisons com-
rades behind bars.

Fighting the injustice system is just one
part of the anti-imperialist struggle, and
it is important that comrades do not
lose sight of the connections to the
larger battle. We welcome support and
collaboration from those who are fo-
cused only on prison issues, but we
also challenge them to see the impor-
tance of carrying out their work as part
of a larger anti-imperialist strategy.

Our current battles in the United States
are legally permitted. We encourage
prisoners to join these battles while ex-
plicitly discouraging them from engag-
ing in any violence or illegal acts.
MIM(Prisons) and its publications ex-
plicitly oppose the use of armed strug-
gle at this time in the imperialist
countries (including the United States).

What is United Struggle
from Within?

United Struggle from Within (USW) is a
MIM(Prisons)-led mass organization for
former and current U.S$. prisoners.
USW is explicitly anti-imperialist in
leading campaigns on behalf of U.$.
prisoners in alliance with national liber-
ation struggles in the United $tates and
around the world. USW won't cham-
pion struggles which are not in the in-
terests of the international proletariat. It
will also not choose one nation's strug-
gles over other oppressed nations'
struggles. USW should work indepen-
dently, but under the guidance of
MIM(Prisons), to build public opinion
and independent institutions of the op-
pressed in order to obtain state power
independent of imperialism. Members
don't have to agree with MIM(Prisons)'s
six cardinal points, but they can't con-
sciously disagree with any of them.
See page 12 for campaign info.

What is Anti-Imperialist
Prisoner Support?

Launched in 2020, Anti-Imperialist Pris-
oner Support (AIPS) is a MIM(Prisons)-
led mass organization for those on the
outside who want to support anti-impe-
rialist prisoner organizing. Specifically,
AIPS members and chapters will pro-
vide support for existing MIM(Prisons)/
USW projects and help develop and
support local campaigns to meet the
needs of organizers inside.

What is MIM(Prisons)?

The Maoist Internationalist Ministry of
Prisons, or MIM(Prisons), is a cell of
revolutionaries serving the oppressed
masses inside U.$. prisons. We uphold
the revolutionary communist ideology
of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism and work
from the vantage point of the Third
World proletariat.

Imperialism is the number one enemy
of the majority of the world's people;
we cannot achieve our goal of ending
all oppression without overthrowing im-
perialism. History has shown that the
imperialists will wage war before they
will allow an end to oppression.

As revolutionary internationalists, we
support the self-determination of all na-
tions and peoples. We support nations
which choose to delink from the imperi-
alist economy, including the right of the
internal semi-colonies to secede from
the United $tates. Today, the U.3.
prison system is a major part of the im-
perialist state used to prevent the self-
determination of oppressed nations. It
is for this reason that we see prisoners
in this country as being at the forefront
of any anti-imperialist and revolutionary
movement.

While our organization focuses on
prisoner support, we believe that there

MAOIST INTERNATIONALIST MINISTRY OF PRISONS

is a dire need for Maoists to do orga-
nizing and educational work in many
areas in the United $tates. We hope
people are inspired by our example
around prisons and apply it to their own
work to create more Maoist cells and
broaden the Maoist movement behind
enemy lines.

MIM(Prisons) expresses general unity
with all other groups and outbreaks
against imperialism; mass movements
against oppression have as many
forms as forms of power. In this spirit,
we insist on telling the uncompromised
truth and discussing and criticizing the
strategy and tactics of any given ac-
tion. MIM(Prisons) encourages every-
one, communist or not, to be involved
in the struggle against imperialism.
MIM(Prisons) distinguishes itself from
other groups on the six points below.
We consider other organizations ac-
tively upholding these points to be fra-
ternal.

1. Communism is our goal. Commu-
nism is a society where no group has
power over any other group.

2. Dictatorship of the proletariat is
necessary. In a dictatorship of the pro-
letariat the formerly exploited majority
dictates to the minority (who promoted
exploitation) how society is to be run.
In the case of imperialist nations, a
Joint Dictatorship of the Proletariat of
the Oppressed Nations (JDPON) must
play this role where there is no internal
proletariat or significant mass base that
favors communism.

3. We promote a united front with all
who oppose imperialism. The road to
the JDPON over the imperialist nations
involves uniting all who can be united
against imperialism. We cannot fight
imperialism and fight others who are
engaged in life-and-death conflicts with
imperialism at the same time. Even im-
perialist nation classes can be allies in
the united front under certain condi-
tions.

4, A parasitic class dominates the
first World countries. As Marx, En-
gels and Lenin formulated and MIM
Thought has expanded through materi-
alist analysis, imperialism extracts su-
per-profits from the Third World and in
part uses this wealth to buy off whole
populations of so-called workers.
These so-called workers bought off by
imperialism form a new sector of the
petty-bourgeoisie called the labor aris-
tocracy; they are not a vehicle for Mao-
ism. Those who work in the economic
interests of the First World labor aris-
tocracy form the mass base for imperi-
alism's tightening death-grip on the
Third World.

5. New bourgeoisies will form under
socialism. Mao led the charge to ex-
pose the bourgeoisie that developed
within the communist party in the So-
viet Union and the campaign to bom-
bard the headquarters in his own
country of China. Those experiences
demonstrated the necessity of continu-
ous revolution under the dictatorship of
the proletariat. The class struggle does
not end until the state has been abol-
ished and communism is reached.

6. The Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution in China was the furthest
advancement toward communism in
history. We uphold the Soviet Union
until the death of Stalin in 1953, fol-
lowed by the People's Republic of
China through 1976, as the best exam-
ples of modern socialism in practice.
The arrest of the "Gang of Four" in
China and the rise of Khrushchev in the
Soviet Union marked the restoration of
capitalism in those countries. Other ex-
periments in developing socialism in
the 20th century failed to surpass the
Soviet model (i.e. Albania), or worse,
stayed within the capitalist mode of
production, generally due to a failure to
break with the Theory of Productive
Forces.

On Prisons & Prisoners

MIM(Prisons) seeks to build public
opinion against Amerika's criminal in-
justice system with proletarian justice.
The bourgeois injustice system impris-
ons and executes a disproportionately
large and growing number of op-
pressed people while letting the biggest
mass murderers — the imperialists —
roam free. Imperialism is not opposed
to murder or theft. It only insists that
these crimes be committed in the inter-

est of the bourgeoisie.

ALL U.$. citizens are criminals — ac-
complices and accessories to the
crimes of U.$. oppression globally until
the day U.$. imperialism is overcome.
All U.$. citizens should start from the
point of view that they are reforming
criminals.

MIM(Prisons) does not advocate that
all prisoners go free today; we have a
more effective program for fighting
crime as was demonstrated in China
prior to the restoration of capitalism
there in 1976. We say that all prisoners
are political prisoners because under
the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, all
imprisonment is substantively political.
It is our responsibility to exert revolu-
tionary leadership and conduct political
agitation and organization among pris-
oners — whose material conditions
make them an overwhelmingly revolu-
tionary group. Some prisoners should
and will work on self-criticism under a
future dictatorship of the proletariat in
those cases in which prisoners really
did do something wrong by proletarian
standards.

Free Political Books for
Prisoners

Our Free Political Books for Prisoners
Program is a Serve the People (STP)
program founded on the model of the
Black Panther Party's Breakfast for
Schoolchildren and other STP pro-
grams, and on the basis of Mao's em-
phasis that communists should serve
the people in everything we do. The
purpose of the Free Books for Prison-
ers program is to help prisoners turn
their time under lock and key into a
time to develop their politics and build
with us toward the beginnings of a
more just and productive society. We
collect and send out political, legal and
historical books primarily (we also have
some dictionaries and other reference
items that are useful for writers and
jailhouse lawyers). The materials we
distribute are selected to help people
study the conditions under which they
are living and to turn their knowledge
into political organizing.

We know that many of our subscribers
lack financial resources, and this
should not be a barrier to education.
Because our purpose is to organize,
we expect that comrades will exchange
work for the books we send. You
should write articles for ULK, create
revolutionary art, form study groups
with other comrades and work through
the study group to educate and orga-
nize, share our literature and expand
our mailing list, lead campaigns against
local examples of oppression, or come
up with other ways to contribute to the
struggle. If you can afford to send do-
nations, and if your facility rules allow,
sending us stamps is the best way to
donate. We can always use them to get
you more books or to help other com-
rades who cannot afford to pay for their
books.

We can send you a list of specific titles
that we currently have available, but it
is better to request general topic areas
or include substitutions because our
stock is constantly changing. The liter-
ature list also lists prices for the books
we send in if you want to purchase
them, but again, lack of funds will not
keep you from getting literature, but
lack of political work will. We ask you
to help us build MIM(Prisons) and
United Struggle from Within through
your own work in exchange for the
books. If you would like to receive
books from MIM(Prisons)'s Free Books
for Prisoners program, please let us
know the subject areas you are inter-
ested in, and the work you are doing in
exchange.

Fight Censorship

Under Lock & Key, MIM Theory, study
materials, letters, and even books like
dictionaries have been censored by the
state. If your MIM(Prisons) correspon-
dence is censored, the first thing you
need to know is that you are not alone
in struggling to get your mail and read-
ing materials. You will need to be pre-
pared to do the work yourself (making
copies of rejection notices, filing griev-
ances, sending copies of these docu-
ments to us), but we can send
instructions on how to do this. In some
cases, we can support your appeals
with letters of our own.

These are some basic steps we recom-

mend to everyone in prison:

1. Find out now what the prison rules
say about your right to receive mail and
reading materials. You should read this
policy carefully and get a copy for your
file if possible. You can also send us

copies of the rules to post on our web-

site as a resource for the public.

2. Find out what the prison's implemen-

tation of these policies is like. Many
times the policy looks reasonable on

paper, but the prison staff behaves to-

tally out of line. Ask around.

3. To keep our correspondence going,
write to us every 6 months. If you're
writing us regularly and are not getting
any mail from us, there's a problem
with your mail delivery. Do not assume
we are ignoring you.

4. If your correspondence with us is
censored, it is very important that you

keep copies of all the paperwork, (re-

jection notices, grievances, etc.) and
send us copies of these as well. Often
this is the only way we find out that our
mail has been censored. Once we
know of the censorship, we can work
with you to fight it.

Spread ULK

Let others read the literature we send
you. Talk to potential comrades about
our politics and work, and have them
write in to get put on our mailing list.
Our subscribers (you) play a vital role

in the growth of our mailing list. Re-

member, a subscription is free to U.$.
prisoners!

Administrative Details

Your subscription will be active for 6
months after each time you write to us.
If we do not hear from you for 6

months, you will be automatically re-
moved from the mailing list. We recom-

mend writing to us regularly so you
don't lose track of when to update your
subscription. For people outside of

prison, all issues of ULK, plus addi-

tional reports from within U.$. prisons,

are available on the website www.pris-

oncensorship.info. If you would like
to become a ULK distributor, get in
touch.

Your address: Please send us as de-

tailed an address as possible, including
your full legal name, prison and unit
name, prison ID #, street address and
P.O. Box, city, state, and 9-digit zip
code. Please check with the mailroom

to make sure you have the correct in-

formation.

Releases: Let us know if you are look-

ing at a (possible) release date in the
next two years. We recently beefed up
our release support, and it includes a
lot of set-up while you're still locked up.

Also let us know your expected ad-

dress post-release if you have one.

Even if it is only the address of a rela-

tive who you think will be in the same

place for a while, this could be the dif-

ference between losing contact and
staying in touch and politically active
after you are released.

Your persynal papers: Do not send us
legal papers that pertain to your case
unless you have checked with us first.
In general, we cannot do anything with
your legal papers as we do not have

the resources to get involved in individ-

uals' cases. We also cannot return
them to you. Rather than focus on only

your case, we strongly encourage com-

rades to write articles about the political
implications of their situation, and work
on cases that will positively impact the
ability for prisoners to organize against
imperialism and capitalism.

Please do not send us your only copies

of artwork, articles or other writings un-

less you are certain that you will not
need them in the future. Comrades
have requested that we make copies of
their work and send these copies back.
Doing this takes up time and money
that would otherwise go to filling book

requests, fighting censorship and an-

swering letters.
Other Resources

PARC provides a free resource guide
for prisoners. Tell them you heard
about them from MIM(Prisons):

Prison Activist Resource Center

PO Box 70447 Oakland, CA 94612

Inside Books Project sends free
books and a resource guide to prison-
ers in Texas. Inside Books Projects,
3106 E. 14 1/2 Street

Austin, Texas 78702
insidebooksproject@gmail.com

United front for Peace in
Prisons - Statement of
Principles

The basis of any real unity comes from
an agreement on certain key ideas.
This statement does not grant authority
to any party over any other party. We
are mutually accountable to each other
to uphold these points in order to re-
main active participants in this united
front.

PEACE: WE organize to end the need-
less conflicts and violence within the U.
$. prison environment. The oppressors
use divide and conquer strategies so
that we fight each other instead of
them. We will stand together and de-
fend ourselves from oppression.

UNITY: WE strive to unite with those
facing the same struggles as us for our
common interests. To maintain unity we
have to keep an open line of network-
ing and communication, and ensure we
address any situation with true facts.
This is needed because of how the pigs
utilize tactics such as rumors, snitches
and fake communications to divide and
keep division among the oppressed.
The pigs see the end of their control
within our unity.

GROWTH: WE recognize the impor-
tance of education and freedom to
grow in order to build real unity. We
support members within our organiza-
tion who leave and embrace other po-
litical organizations and concepts that
are within the anti-imperialist struggle.
Everyone should get in where they fit
in. Similarly, we recognize the right of
comrades to leave our organization if
we fail to live up to the principles and
purpose of the United Front for Peace
in Prisons.

INTERNATIONALISM: WE struggle for
the liberation of all oppressed people.
While we are often referred to as "mi-
norities" in this country, and we often
find those who are in the same boat as
us opposing us, our confidence in
achieving our mission comes from our
unity with all oppressed nations who
represent the vast majority globally. We
cannot liberate ourselves when partici-
pating in the oppression of other na-
tions.

INDEPENDENCE: WE build our own
institutions and programs independent
of the United $tates government and all
its branches, right down to the local po-
lice, because this system does not
serve us. By developing independent
power through these institutions we do
not need to compromise our goals.

How to join the United
Front?

« Study and uphold the five principles
above.

+ Send your organization's name and a
statement of unity to MIM(Prisons).
Your statement can explain what the
united front principles mean to your or-
ganization, how they relate to your
work, why they are important, etc.

+ Develop peace and unity between
factions where you are at on the basis
of opposing oppression of all prisoners
and oppressed people in general.
Campaign around the September 9
Day of Peace and Solidarity.

« Send reports on your progress to Un-
der Lock & Key. Did you develop a
peace treaty or protocol that is work-
ing? Send it in for others to study. Is
your unity based on actions? Send us
reports on the organizing you are do-

ing.

* Keep educating your members. The
more educated your members are, the
more unity you can develop, and the
stronger your organization can be-
come. Unity comes from the inside out.
By uniting internally, we can better
unite with others as well. Contact
MIM(Prisons) if you need additional
materials to educate your members in
history, politics and economics.
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2025 New Year's Statement

by MIM(Prisons)
January 2025

At the end of every year,
MIM(Prisons) does an

assessment of our work and
finances and we plan for the new
year. We also solicit reports,
criticisms and  self-criticisms
from USW comrades. We were a
little late on that this year, so
perhaps we will have more for
next issue of ULK.

While most are finding it hard
to predict what the next Trump
regime will bring, it is clear from
this choice that imperialism is in
crisis. The uncertainty and threat
of instability from things like
tariffs, deportations and
defunding  important  social
programs do not bode well for the
future of U.$. imperialism or
stability of the current world
order of U.$. domination. There
are clear cracks in the latter,
despite 2024 being a series of
short-term victories for the U.$.
empire in the Levant (Middle
East).

The coming upheaval of the
current system requires
preparation and organization.
Since the dissolution of the
original MIM in 2008, we cannot
say that the MIM has seen
significant growth. The prison
ministry did accomplish a lot in
the decade from 2008 to 2018,
reaching new heights in MIM's
prisoner support work. In U.$.
prisons we saw significant
growth and some amazing
actions of mass solidarity. As
long-time readers know,
MIM(Prisons) took some major
setbacks in 2020 and we've been
regrouping since. In that period
we've successfully expanded our
online recruitment. We've also
seen a significant growth in MIM
line in online communities that
MIM(Prisons) has never or no
longer participates in (see our 6
points on opposite page). This
has come along with a general
growth in "Maoist" groups
popping up, evolving and
dissolving, though most of these
groups do not uphold the 3
cardinals. All of this indicates
change in favor of the growth of
our forces here on occupied
Turtle Island.

Assessing 2024

In the last few years we have
revamped and relaunched all of
our educational programs for
prisoners, which were all non-
operational by 2020. We've also
begun running them online. In
2024, we saw another significant
expansion of our educational
engagement with prisoners with
the relaunching of our study
group for USW leaders through
the University of Maoist Thought
(UMT). Meanwhile, every year,
comrades inside and outside
continue to complete our intro
study courses. These education
programs are the first step to
building the leaders we need to
grow our movement.

Beyond just education, 2024
marked the beginning of the
intentional building of the MIM-
led united front. By MIM-led we
mean ideologically, not a
centralized organization. While
still in its early stages, these
discussions have been fruitful,
involving people in cadre orgs
and mass orgs that are doing real
work in the anti-imperialist
movement outside of prisons.

To be prepared for the
changes to come, we must
continue on these fronts. We must

educate more allies into leaders,
through both study groups and
pushing them to engage in
practical work. And we must
continue to develop our networks
and infrastructure to support real
fighting forces in the future.

In 2024, our readership in
prisons has continued its steady
decline dating back to 2016. We
didn't receive a lot of feedback
last year on the possible causes of
this, but some factors include:
drugs, tablets, digital mail, more
long-term isolation, and a general
decline in the prison movement.

We had less prisoners write us
in 2024 than any other year in our
existence. This translated to
another decrease in donations. A
few years ago we accomplished
our longstanding goal of having
prisoners fund 10% of ULK
costs. This seemed to be a result
of Covid money. Since then
donations have returned to the
more normal rate, but with less
people writing us that's an overall
decrease in donations. The
percent of ULK costs covered by
prisoner donations dropped to
about 4.2% in 2024, down from
11.5% in 2022.

On the other hand, this
summer we distributed far more
copies of ULK on the streets than
ever before as part of our effort to
link the prison movement to the
student movement for Palestine.
We got close to our goal of
matching distribution inside
prisons. And our donations from
outside supporters (outside of
MIM(Prisons)) reached an all
time high as well to help pay for
those papers.

Overall, our budget was very
stable between 2023 and 2024,
and much of the small increase
was due to us expanding our
operations in other locations.

Other than continuing our
regular publication of ULK each
season, we also put the finishing
touches on our paper "Why the
International Communist
Movement (ICM) Must Break
with the Legacy of the
Revolutionary  Internationalist
Movement (RIM)". This paper is
an important summary of the
MIM  struggle against the
Revolutionary Communist
Party(U$A) in the realm of the

ICM, out

key
differences between us and the

pointing

various revisionists
Maoism to this day.

New for 2025

We have a number of things
planned for this year already.

claiming

As whitehouse.gov removes
all Spanish-langague content, we
are excited to announce the
relaunch of our Spanish page (or
section) that will start in ULK 89.
We already have a Spanish
version of our current letter
introducing United Struggle from
Within and MIM(Prisons), and
will have a Spanish version of the
intro study course level 1 soon.
So if you know people who are
interested in studying with us in
Spanish have them write in for
that. We are also looking for
incarcerated translators to help

contribute to this important
project.
We are already making

progress in 2025 towards our
unachieved goal of establishing
local AIPS chapters with local
outreach, regular = meetings,
educational events, and
campaign support for comrades
inside. This should continue to
expand our ability to correspond
with prisoners and attempt to
rebuild interest in U.$. prisons
around our work.

We will be pushing the
September 9th Day of Peace and
Solidarity, on the anniversary of
Attica, on the streets in the forms
of fasting, political work and
study, and possibly larger events
as we have promoted inside
prisons for a decade now. We
have not seen much activity
around this inside prisons in
recent years, so we hope this will
inspire that again and that we can
reinforce each others' efforts
around 9/9.

The relaunch of our study
group for USW leaders has been
very successful overall.
Specifically, it has brought
together some of our most
enthusiastic  and  advanced
thinkers within the New Afrikan
Independence Movement,
creating momentum around more
proactive work in that realm. We
will be continuing this study and
looking to produce work from it
for the broader movement.

Join Us
Imperialism will keep
providing  opportunities  for

resistance as  its  internal
contradictions only continue to
heighten. It has been some time
since we've seen real
opportunities within the United
$tates, and it remains one of the
most stable places in the world.
Yet, now is the time to build.
Opportunities are close enough
that people are getting interested
in real change, but we must build
before real crisis ensues and the
existing dominant forces sweep
away our efforts because we were
not prepared.

Since 2020 we've seen a
persistent slow and steady
growth. We need your help to
sustain that growth into the
future. m

ON "OBJECTIVE" REPORTING

ULK relies on our comrades behind
bars to report on conditions and events
inside prisons. We track the history and
reliability of our writers and, when pos-
sible, we double check facts in the arti-
cles. But there will always be some
facts we cannot verify before pr